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DO YOU NEED THE CORE TO 
SCORE IN THE ART WORLD?

PETER BJORN AND JOHN WILL GIVE YOU STOCKHOLM SYNDROME
A MODEL PAIR • TREACHEROUS TRAILERS
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In hindsight, the election of 2004 was hardly about 

red state or blue state. It wasn’t about being tough on 

national security, or faulty exit polling. It was about 

speaking plainly; it was about arguing reductively. 

John Kerry’s sailboat-ready haircut was rejected for a 

stale crow’s nest. Then this week’s top personality was 

Judith Regan, the infamous O.J. Simpson publisher, 

who on top of everything was accused of replacing 

mezuzahs with dollar bills. Vulgarity is afoot. 

As for the midterm elections, forget the repudiation 

of violence, the end of corporate scandal, or the hypo-

critical sexual discrimination: Nancy Pelosi—now 

that’s a woman who knows how to wear a skirt suit. 

The new Speaker represents a reaction against indeli-

cacy, a resurgency of the orderly and the organized.  

Lest one think me misogynistic or supercilious, al-

low me to clarify. A repudiation of vulgarity: did I 

not only two weeks ago pledge to eschew politesse? 

Besides, it’s not the suit that makes the Speaker.

The English word vulgarity dates from 1579, mean-

ing “the common people,” and deriving from the Latin 

vulgus for “the multitude.” It reportedly picked up the 

connotation of “coarseness, crudeness” in 1774. There 

seems to be little question as to how specifi cally Amer-

ican the phenomenon is.

But vulgarity obviously has little to do with the in-

herent baseness of democracy, and seems destined to 

be restricted to snootier circles. The more visible of-

fender is the vulgarian, who in spite of good economic 

fortune is unwilling to elevate himself. I’m looking at 

you, brown-bagging LIRR passenger.

But vulgarity lives on, violently, through intimida-

tion. One need only remember the rhetorical masturba-

tion of the “fl ip-fl op.” 

In the art world, the confrontation with vulgarity is 

aestheticized, and thus inevitably in your face. Senior 

writer Liz Brown investigates the alleged impurity 

that ensues when art mixes with business. The stock 

exchange-style auction houses and the cocktail party 

gallery scene are about anything but the autonomous, 

elevated work. Art Basel, anyone? And with splashy, 

self-aggrandizing profi les of New York’s most ad-

mired young artists hitting mid-level weeklies (New 
York, Jan. 15, 2007), never is the model of the corpo-

rate artist more debatable. What does it mean to pursue 

art as a trade? 

Margaret Livits turns our eye on Nan Kempner 

(page 6), noted fashion icon and avowed foe of vul-

garity. Ariel Karlin explores the shameless pursuit of 

shock value with an analysis of the pulse-manipulating 

advertising that has taken trailers to the trailer park. 

Learn it all in The Eye, for as Oscar Wilde once said, 

“Vulgarity is simply the conduct of other people.”

From the Editor...
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INTERVIEW

Leslie Crocker Snyder ,

 COURTESY OF LESLIE SNYDER

Judging 
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COURTESY OF JOSH ARTHUR

LOG ON

Host your own potluck with recipes 

online, including sesame apricot 

cookies and vegan pumpkin cake. 

Visit eye.columbiaspectator.com 8
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COURTESY METMUSEUM.ORG

Postcard
With industrial 
geometric designs
$0.75
Printed Matter, Inc.

Judi Rosen
Ivory Tap Pants 
$62.00
Refinery29.com

PHOTO BY DANIELLA ZALCMAN

style



The Business of Art
Article by Liz Brown

Photo Illustrations by Daniella Zalcman
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“I THINK SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE MAKE THE 

CHOICE TO BECOME 
AN ARTIST BECAUSE 
THEY WANT TO AND 

SOMETIMES BECAUSE 
THAT’S THE ONLY THING 

THEY CAN DO.”
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“WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY STUDIO ART 

ANYMORE, YOU KNOW? LOCKING 

YOURSELF UP IN A GARAGE AND PAINTING 

IMPRESSIONIST PICTURES? NO.”



fi lm Diane Keaton  proves yet again 
that there are no good roles for 
women over 60—or at least, not 
more than one role. See her ag-
ing, single, but peppy in Because 

I Said So , opening this Friday.
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A KINDER, GENTLER WAR 
DIVISIVE POLITICS ARE RELAXED 
IN AN UNREASONABLE MAN , 
GIVING RALPH NADER  SOME 
RARE POSITIVE SCREEN TIME

 COURTESY OF IFC FILMS

When Jet Li  stars in a movie, he 
is almost certainly bound to kick 
ass. This time it’s Jason Sta-
tham’s . The brawl begins Friday 
in Rogue , music video director 
Phillip Atwell’s  fi lm debut.
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COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

DON’T LOOK NOW THE 
MOVIE’S SCARY TRAILER MAY 
HAVE CAUSED A STIR, BUT IN 
THE PURSUIT OF PUBLICITY, 
MARKETERS KNOW NO FEAR.

DVD
DOUBLE 

 
FEATURE

∑
G.I. Jane (1997)

The Marine (2006)˛

˛

T

g



F

g 

music Cat Power

Hiro Ballroom

Sun., Feb. 4, 

7 p.m.

MILLER THEATRE  EDUCATING 
STUDENTS AND THE COMMUNITY 
WITH ITS COMPOSER SERIES
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The Harlem Shakes, 

The Subjects, Get Him 

Eat Him

Canal Room

Thurs., Feb. 11, 8 p.m.

COURTESY OF HIRO ITO
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THE WOOD BROTHERS 
A SOUTHERN TWANG 
AND JAZZY BASS 

PETER BJORN AND JOHN  TRANSCENDING 
THE SWEDISH GEOGRAPHIC TRAP WITH 
INFECTIOUS POP SONGS

COURTESY OF WINDISH AGENCY

COURTESY OF EMCEE ARTIST MANAGEMENT
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CHUCK YOU SERVE ICED BUT 
NEVER WITH COCKTAIL SAUCE

Ingredients

- 1 oz. vodka
- 1 shucked oyster
- hot sauce and 
- cocktail sauce

Directions

Pour vodka into a large shot glass, and place 
the oyster on top. Then add cocktail sauce with 
a few drops of hot sauce. Bottoms up!
 -Courtesy of recipeczar.com

MIX-IT-UP
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VIRGINIA WOOLF
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