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A&E, page 3

Five's the charm for
arts editors

This year’s artsy and enter-
taining section editors wrap
up the millennium by listing
their top five picks, from the
fun and goofy to the classy
and classic.

Opinion, page 4

Out of time

Yurina Ko asserts that “now”
will have passed by the time
she finishes this sentence.

Sports, page 8

Men’s basketball
downs Bryant

The Light Blue earned its
second straight road victory
with a 69-57 win over the
Bulldogs. Sophomore guard
Noruwa Agho led the team
with 23 points.

Last classes of the
decade

The countdown to the
nondenominational holiday
celebration of your choice
starts now.

All Day, Everywhere

Food at the
Kraft Center

The Kraft Center is now
open for late hours through
reading week and finals.
Come chill until 2 a.m.
(most nights, anyway) and
enjoy free food all afternoon
and evening.

All Day, Kraft Center

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We don’t want to kill
Goliath, but we need
Goliath to learn to be
a good neighbor and
play nice with this
neighborhood.”

—Rev. Earl
Kooperkamp,
Coalition to Preserve
Community member

columbiaspectator.com

News around the clock

Just like you, the news never
sleeps. Check out our Web
site 24/7 for campus and city
news that matters to you.

University may
be nearing
credit limit

BY SAMLEVIN, KIM KIRSCHENBAUM, AND AMBER
TUNNELL
Columbia Daily Spectator

Columbia may be approaching its credit
limit.

University President Lee Bollinger said at
a September University Senate meeting that
Columbia now has to exercise caution in the
amount of debt it assumes. To maintain its
AAA credit rating, the University cannot ex-
ceed a certain debt capacity.

A rating from an outside credit rat-
ing agency, such as Moody’s Corporation,
provides information for lenders about the
credit-worthiness of a borrower, such as
Columbia, based on debt and other factors.
AAA is the highest rating, which denotes
the lowest risk of credit default.

According to online records of the
University Senate plenary meeting minutes
for Sept. 25, Bollinger “said Columbia can
only take on so much debt consistent with
its AAA rating. Leaving aside the reasonable
debate about whether a AAA rating is worth
it, he said, for the moment Columbia wants
to maintain it”

A major concern, according to Bollinger,
is that one of the main lenders for interna-
tional students pulled out last fall, forcing
the University to guarantee loans, which
makes them “part of the university’s total
debt capacity”

On the issue of lending for international
students, the minutes further said, “The presi-
dent had decided to allow the use of university
debt capacity for this purpose. He noted that
a large percentage of these loans end up in
default, a fraction likely to rise under condi-
tions of economic distress.”

Economics professor Brendan O’Flaherty
explained in an e-mail, “The credit rating
is the judgment, partly subjective, by the
credit rating agency, of how likely Columbia
is to pay back the money it borrows. That
depends on such things as size of the en-
dowment, value of real estate that could be
sold, underlying strength of the institution
as a business, and of course, how much debt
has already been issued and how much is
likely to be issued in the future”

Robert Kasdin, Columbias senior execu-
tive vice president, said in an interview on
Sunday that—though he did not attend the
Senate meeting—the University is being care-
ful. “At this time, financial prudence requires
Columbia to remain cautious as it considers
borrowing funds;” he said.

Accordingto the 2009 Trustees of Columbia
University financial statement, the University’s
current debt total is $1,396,407, which reflects
the “total bonds and notes payable””

Kasdin declined to comment on the
specifics of the University reaching its debt
capacity and credit limit.

When asked about the relationship be-
tween the current state of the University’s
credit and funding for its planned 17-acre
campus in Manhattanville, Kasdin said,
“Columbia will continue over time to fund
new construction across all of its campus-
es with its traditional combination of gifts,
cash, and debt”

According to several economics profes-
sors, the AAA rating could have important
implications for the University’s financial
standing, though some questioned the valid-
ity of the rating process itself.

Economics professor Sally Davidson wrote
in an e-mail, “The AAA rating means that
Columbia can issue debt at a low interest rate,
and this is important. A downgrade of its debt
to AA, for example, would mean an increase
in the interest cost on new debt issuance of
between 1/8 to 1/4%. This is the downside”
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EMINENT DOMAIN? | On Saturday, 50 people attended a Manhattanville rally to celebrate
the recent State Supreme Court ruling against the use of eminent domain.

Students,

residents

celebrate M’ville decision

Perkins speaks at rally and march in
support of Appellate Court ruling

BY MAGGIE ASTOR
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A Manbhattanville rally drew fifty peo-
ple to celebrate the recent state Supreme
Court ruling against the use of eminent
domain for Columbia’s campus expan-
sion and to urge University President Lee
Bollinger to accept the decision.

Students and neighborhood residents
gathered at Floridita Tapas Bar & Restaurant
on Broadway and 125th Street before march-
ing down Broadway, through College Walk,
and down 116th Street to Bollinger’s house
on Morningside Drive, where they called on

Bollinger and the Empire State Development
Corporation not to appeal.

“We don’t want to face the destruction of
a lovely neighborhood with businesses like
Floridita,” said Tom DeMott, CC ’80 and a
member of the local Coalition to Preserve
Community, adding of Bollinger, “He should
not appeal this great decision”

The New York State Supreme Court,
Appellate Division ruled Dec. 3 that state
seizure of private property in the 17-acre ex-
pansion zone for Columbia’s project—in ex-
change for market-rate compensation—was

SEE PROTEST, page 2

— INSIDETHEDIANA |

Carly Silver for Spectator

BARNARD’S NEW STUDENT CENTER | On Friday, Barnard led a hard-
hat tour of the Diana, the college’s new student center which is
expected to open in January. Highlights included the cafeteria
space and the blackbox theater. Students will be able to both
work and sunbathe on the roof, which will have restricted ac-
cess. See www.columbiaspectator.com for slideshow.

Carly Silver for Spectator

999 bottles of beer on the wall
as La Negrita made over

BY GABRIELA HEMPFLING
Columbia Daily Spectator

Don't call it La Negrita anymore.

Popular campus bar La Negrita has
received a swanky makeover and re-
christening as part of the new manager’s
hope to refresh the venue’s image after a
year of financial woes.

The manager, Eric Johnson, has
turned management over to restaurateur
Marc Solomon, who has made a name
for himself in recent years for revitalizing
tired venues.

“I feel like it’s going to be more like
a SoHo downtown lounge with more
of a hipster vibe,” Johnson said, adding
that he hopes the new look will make La
Negrita, or 999 as it has been renamed,
more business. Johnson was brought in
last April after the owners realized that
the recession had damaged their ability
to turn a profit.

In April, Johnson had told the old
owners and loyal regulars he would do
his best to keep La Negrita the same,
save for a new toilet and some art for
the walls. “You know there were a lot of
people who really liked it this way, but I
wish La Negrita the best of luck with its

new direction,” he said.

“There were people who were really
loyal to La Negrita the way it was,” he
added. “T didn’t want to change its image,
but now that its going in a new direction
I wish them the best of luck”

Solomon confirmed that he is trying
to move away from the old image. “The
legacy of what? Why would I preserve
something that was dying?” he said. He
said he agreed to become the new man-
ager because he liked the owners, and
wanted to try to realize what he saw as
La Negrita’s full potential.

“This place has some loyal customers
so I'm keeping the same prices, but still
trying to make it higher end” He said
that so far, business has been great, and
the neighborhood has responded posi-
tively to the changes. “We don’t have a
lounge in the neighborhood like down-
town,” he said of the rationale behind
the makeover.

He also added that he is bringing in
“British grub” like Shepards pie, adding
outdoor seating and installing a fireplace
in the back. He said he believes that these
moves towards a more lounge-like envi-
ronment will bring in more regulars.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Deal allows 8
more workers to
join UAW 2110

BY SAM LEVIN AND ALIX PIANIN
Columbia Daily Spectator

On Sunday evening, students cel-
ebrated Lerner Hall’s tenth birthday
in a CCSC-sponsored study break. But
they’re not the only ones who have a
reason to rejoice.

For eight Columbia employees who
work at Lerner, paying for health care
is no longer a concern.

Last month, Columbia’s administra-
tive services and the local UAW 2110
Union-which represents University em-
ployees throughout the city—struck a
deal that ended a longstanding griev-
ance and brought eight new employees
into the union.

According to Maida Rosenstein, presi-
dent of the UAW 2110, the union filed a
grievance against the University earlier
this year on behalf of the Lerner Hall, AV
Technician employees, in response to the
University’s hiring practices.

Rosenstein and Jennifer Myers, an or-
ganizer for 2110, said that the University

SEE LERNER, page 2

Faculty, students petition for Tajbakhsh’s release

BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Staff Writer

On Sunday, students and professors who
know Kian Tajbakhsh—an urban planner
who earned his Ph.D. from Columbia and
was slated to teach here this semester—
publicized a letter lobbying for his release
from Iranian prison.

The letter, from kianletter@gmail.com,
had gathered over 150 faculty signatures
by press time.

Tajbakhsh, who was supposed to teach
at Columbias School of Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation, was arrested

of the elections. He has also faced numer-
ous charges of spying and being a threat to
the national government.

“We hope to raise awareness about
Kian’s case, and show our support for him
as a member of our academic commu-
nity and as a renowned scholar who has
been falsely accused and unjustly impris-
oned,’ said a graduate student involved in
the campaign who was granted anonym-
ity for security reasons. “The charges are
nonsense. Kian is a dedicated scholar, and
someone who cares deeply about Iran. He
has worked throughout his career to foster
understanding between Iran and the rest of

him continue that work at Columbia this
year, and it is terribly sad and frightening to
know that he is in prison right now; instead
ofin a classroom here”

“We, the undersigned faculty of
Columbia University, call for the immediate
and unconditional release of our colleague
Dr. Kian Tajbakhsh,” the letter begins. It
emphasizes his academic achievements
and status as “an internationally recognized
scholar who has taught at both American
and Iranian universities.”

“Throughout his career, he has dedicat-
ed himself to fostering better understanding

SEE CREDIT LIMIT, page 2 this summer in Iran during the aftermath  the world. I was looking forward to seeing SEE TAJBAKHSH, page 2
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Barnard environmental science department hopes to renovate labs

BY MADINATOURE
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard is seeking matching funds to
integrate the environmental science depart-
ment into one floor and increase interac-
tion among undergraduates, graduates, and
post-doctoral students.

After receiving a grant from the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation in 2005, Barnard
aims to renovate the fourth floor of Altschul,
which houses the environmental science
department. The grant has already been
used to renovate the eighth floor for the
chemistry department and will be used to
renovate the ninth floor for the biological
sciences department, projects whose ob-
jectives centered more on increasing and
reconfiguring space. The environmental

science department, though, envisions one
floor for all of its courses as well as the cre-
ation of two new office spaces: one for anew
faculty member and the other for different
types of students to interact.

“My Introduction to Environmental
Science course has about 120 students
and there are eight lab sections that run
almost every morning and every after-
noon,” Peter Bower, senior lecturer, said.
“Right now, that lab is in 616 Altschul
[while] the environmental science de-
partment is on the fourth floor”

The fourth floor of Altschul currently
holds a large classroom for courses that
require the use of computers. Bower said
this classroom would be replaced by the
sixth-floor lab to relocate all environmen-
tal science courses to the fourth floor,

where the majority of the department is
already in place.

“This will have a major impact in that
all the students will be able to relate to
everyone in the department and not [be]
isolated on the sixth floor;” Bower contin-
ued. “Just in terms of general logistics to
have everything on one floor just makes
it easier to move things around”

Martin Stute, co-chair of the environ-
mental science department and professor,
agreed. “There are lots of students taking
the class ... it's a hands-on lab environ-
ment,” he said. “It makes it all easier to be
on the fourth floor ... it kind of consoli-
dates our department”

The existing classroom on the sixth
floor, he said, will either be merged with a
classroom on the fifth floor or moved to the

upcoming Diana Student Center.

The project will also include the cre-
ation of two new office spaces on the fourth
floor-one for a new faculty member and
the other, a lounge space for post-doctoral
scholars and graduate students.

“We are hoping to eventually hire an
additional faculty member which we don't
have any office space for right now;” Stute
said. “The other office we want to use sort
of as a space where post-docs and graduate
students can basically hang out and interact
with us and our undergraduate students”

Stute also described the project as crucial
in strengthening the relationship that al-
ready exists between Barnard’s environmen-
tal science department and Columbia.

“We are very tightly connected to
Columbia,” he said, mentioning that

he and another faculty member have
appointments at the Lamont-Doherty
Earth Observatory, a research institution
and member of Columbia University’s
Earth Institute. “We work with a lot of
students at the graduate student level
plus post-docs as well ... this will create
some symmetry between those graduate
students and post-docs and our under-
graduate students”

But the timing of the project will be
determined once the necessary funds
are raised.

“I think this is the kind of thing that can
be done in the summer;” Bower said. “The
existing rooms are there that basically have
to be gutted. I don't know the number but
it’s got to be a substantial sum?

news@columbiaspectator.com

Protest praises Manhattanville decision

PROTEST from front page

illegal because, Justice James
Catterson wrote, the expansion
of an elite private university does
not constitute a “public use,” and
the Empire State Development
Corporations designation of the
neighborhood as “blighted” was
made “in bad faith”

ESDC, which approved emi-
nent domain for the project in
December 2008, said it would
appeal the decision to the state’s
highest court, the Court of
Appeals, which recently ruled
in favor of eminent domain for
the controversial Atlantic Yards
project in Brooklyn.

“Columbia is not a party in
this litigation,” University spokes-
person Victoria Benitez wrote in
an e-mail. “The ESDC has issued
a statement of its intent to appeal
and we support that decision”
She added that preconstruction
and demolition will continue for
the planned Jerome L. Greene
Science Center, located on prop-
erty Columbia already owns.

Bollinger said last week that
obtaining the remaining prop-
erties—Columbia already owns
over 90 percent of the land in
the expansion zone—was cru-
cial, and without it, the expan-
sion might not proceed.

“The University has been
able to reach mutually beneficial
agreements with dozens of the
commercial property owners in
the area, and we continue to hope
to reach such agreements with
the last two,” Benitez wrote.

But Saturday’s speakers railed

against the procedure. State
Senator Bill Perkins (D-West
Harlem) likened the threat of
eminent domain to “using a gun
in a mugging. ... You don't al-
ways have to use the gun. People
say, ‘Here, take my money”

Holding up a sign that read
“Harlem is not for sale, it’s our
home,” Perkins said to laughter
from the crowd, “There’s not
much more to say’’

Many attendees compared the
court victory—which came as a
surprise to many—as a modern-
day David and Goliath story, and
credited it to strong community
mobilization.

“Thelessonhereisabout strug-
gle, that if a community struggles
against seemingly gigantic, David
and Goliath odds, you will pre-
vail,” said Nellie Bailey, Harlem
Tenants Council president and
a member of the Coalition to
Preserve Community, adding,
“Power concedes nothing with-
out a demand”

Norman Siegel, attorney for
Tuck-It-Away Self-Storage own-
er Nick Sprayregen—who, along
with gas station owners Gurnam
Singh and Parminder Kaur, was
one of the plaintiffs in the cases
the Appellate Division decided—
added, “As a civil rights lawyer,
by ideal situation is what we've
had the past five years—the com-
munity coming together”

“When it was obvious the
deck was stacked against us, he
nevertheless persevered,” Perkins
said of Siegel. “Nothing could
have exemplified the stacked
deck more than this case. There

was collusion between Columbia
and the state to create a definition
of blight [that would find blight]
where there was no blight. It was
almost like saying it was night
when the sun was out”

On the steps of Bollinger’s
house, overlooking Morningside
Park and Central Harlem, the
Rev. Earl Kooperkamp, also a
CPC member, read from the
biblical verse on David and
Goliath.

“We don’t want to kill Goliath,
but we need Goliath to learn to
be a good neighbor and play
nice with this neighborhood,
Kooperkamp said.

Erik Reinbergs, CC’11 and a
member of the Student Coalition
on Expansion & Gentrification,
said it was also important to send
amessage to Bollinger that not all
students support the expansion.

“Columbia says this is being
done in the students’ name, and
that’s not true;” Reinbergs said.

Protesters referenced the 1968
backlash against the University’s
plans to build a gym in
Morningside Park as precedent
for opposition halting a develop-
ment plan.

“The gym was underway
before the community actu-
ally started to fight back,” CPC
member Mario Mazzoni said.
“We have a five-year jump start
on that. It's by no means a done
deal, and we will win this fight”

“The most important ingredi-
ent is stamina,” Siegel said. “We
have to outlast our opponent, and
our opponent is formidable”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia may be nearing credit limit

CREDIT LIMIT from front page

Davidson added, “In addi-
tion, Columbias peers—Har-
vard, Princeton, Yale, Stanford,
MIT all have AAA ratings—does
Columbia want to drop below this
group? Probably not”

Economics professor Phoebus
Dhrymes—who co-authored a
study examining the basis of the
grades given by the three credit rat-
ing agencies—wrote in an e-mail

that there were still lingering am-
biguities over the actual basis of the
grading process.

“The three refused to disclose
to us the precise basis on which
their ratings were issued; we were
only told that the criteria used
had to do with their evaluation
of the probability of default,
Dhrymes wrote.

Despite these uncertainties,
he said, the rating still matters. “If
Columbia loses its AAA rating

it means that, in the eyes of the
people who buy its debt, its bonds
become more risky?”

Dhrymes added that this situ-
ation reflects the current nation-
al state of the economy. He said,
“This is a bit reminiscent of what
is happening today in a larger po-
litical context, where recent addi-
tions to the national debt have led
to concerns about endangering the
credit rating of the US”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Colleagues agitate for Tajbakhshss release

TAJBAKHSH from front page

between the United States and
Iran,” it states.

The letter also mentions that
Tajbakhsh has served “as a con-
sultant for several Iranian govern-
ment organizations, including the
Municipalities Organization, the
Social Security Organization, and
the Ministry of the Interior” as well
as with “international nongovern-
mental organizations such as the
World Bank, the Open Society
Institute, and the Netherlands
Association of Municipalities.” It
says that this work “was conducted
openly, with the knowledge and of-
ten at the invitation of the Iranian
government.”

“Dr. Tajbakhsh’s re-arrest and
his sentencing after a mass show
trial without access to independent
counsel, constitute a violation of
human rights and an assault on
academic freedom. We are deeply
concerned about his well-being,
particularly in light of the addi-
tional charges announced against
him in November;” the letter con-
cludes, adding, “We call on the
Iranian authorities to release him

immediately and to allow him and
his family to travel freely so that he
may take up his position as a fac-
ulty member at our university.”

Tajbakhsh has faced a slew of
charges. When he was arrested,
he was accused of being a threat
to national security for working
with George Soros’ Open Society
Institute—an organization Iran
named a CIA operative—and
being on the e-mail list of Gary
Sick, a Columbia researcher
whom Iran also connects with
the CIA. Then, in October, he
was sentenced to 15 years in
prison for spying. Tajbakhsh
appealed this sentence.

Tajbakhsh was recently given
another charge of “spying for the
George Soros foundation”

Sick, a senior research schol-
ar at the Middle East Institute of
Columbia’s School of International
and Public Affairs, called the
charges against Tajbakhsh “ab-
surd ... the best evidence of the
underlying paranoia in the Iranian
revolution government. They are
persuaded that America is part of
the revolution and trying to over-
throw their government. They are

looking for anybody that has as-
sociated with foreign government.
... Some go to jail, others go to
death,” he said.

“Thave never been a CIA agent,’
Sick added, stating that the accusa-
tion was invented by “an Iranian
journalist or publisher” He called
it “disappointing” that there was
“no effort to verify that it is true,
considering that “this is supposed
to be a court case”

“They can give you 15 years of
jail for a rumor;” Sick said.

Of the campaign, he added,
“Iran is arresting lots of people,
many of my friends. I know a lot
of people in Iran, and it makes
them suspicious of me. With so
much going on, people just for-
get about it. If Columbia can help
keep it in front of the public, we
should definitely do that. As a uni-
versity, and as his friends, we need
to make sure he doesn't disappear
out of sight”

Two weeks ago, after Tajbakhsh
faced the new charge, both the
University and the White House
issued statements calling for
Tajbakhshs release.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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UAW 2110 adds 8 members from Lerner

LERNER from front page

had hired a group of employees as
“temps” and “casuals,” but many
were taking on the same work-
load as full-time employees in the
union. And because the manage-
ment identified them as outside
temps, they were not considered
part of 2110 and did not receive
any union benefits.

Myers said that the University
management violated the 2110
contract, which says that temps
can only work for 4 months and
beyond that have a right to join
the Union.

Rosenstein and Myers both
added that the situation was prob-
lematic because it was adding temp
positions that should have been
covered by the union, and this can
lead to “erosion” of the bargaining
unit, where management utilizes
non-union employees in jobs that
have been historically unionized.

“They werent really temporary;
Myers said. Rosenstein added of
the University, “They had not been
forthright about it”

Rosenstein said that the vio-
lation was also very apparent to
union representatives. Speaking
of the temps, she said, “They
were very consistently working at
Columbia. It looked pretty bad for
the University. It looked like this
was clearly work that had been
done by union members-how
could they say that these other
workers could not have the ben-
efits of the contract?”

The University ultimately re-
sponded to the grievance by re-
structuring Lerner technician
employees, by cutting down the
total number of AV technicians,
and by bringing eight remaining
employees on as full-time union-
ized tech staft members, with all
of the 2110 benefits.

Scott Wright, vice president
for campus services, said in an
e-mail statement, “The demand
for AV/Tech services at Columbia
University has grown significant-
ly over the past several years. As
business grew, additional positions

were added to the AV/Tech team.
Some of these additional positions
were in fact covered by a union col-
lective bargaining agreement”

In response to inquiries re-
garding the labor practices,
Wright added, “As part of labor
relations, the University engages
in ongoing discussions with its
unions, but it does not as a matter
of policy discuss personnel issues
or disclose details of union dis-
cussions or settlements.”

Bill Sheehan, assistant di-
rector for technical services for
University Event Management,
declined to comment, deferring
to Campus Services.

For the union representatives
and eight newly unionized employ-
ees, the ultimate compromise was a
positive one—and a surprise.

“It’s kind of an unusual situ-
ation. The University has been
generally pretty resistant to agree-
ing voluntarily to recognize the
union,” Rosenstein said.

Myers said, “It was a good
resolution in this case,” adding,
“We wish this would be the way
we could resolve conflicts with
them more often.”

Prior to this change, there were
more employees working tech jobs
in Lerner, but now there are only
eight with full-time positions. It is
unclear at this time how this could
affect operations if at all.

Wright said in a follow-up state-
ment, “Lerner Hall AV/Tech staff-
ing is in no way related to the rates
charged to students for AV/Tech
services. If in the future changes
are considered, the decision will be
based on overall cost of service and
business needs””

And Rosenstein said, “Perhaps
there are less individual people,”
but added, “They are making per-
manent jobs.

Walter Chang, an audiovisual
technician who joined the union
as a part of this agreement, said, “I
wouldn’t be aware of any changes
financially, but our staft did de-
crease which might cause problems
down the line”

But for the eight employees now

in the Union, the additional ben-
efits and job security are the most
important parts of this resolution.
Under 2110 contract, they now
have new rights, including health
care and tuition benefits, paid sick
and vacation days, employee rights
protection, and more frequent and
structured work hours.

For Barry Mason, one of the
recently unionized AV techni-
cians, the resolution was a pleas-
ant surprise. “It was something that
we weren't really expecting. It just
happened,” he said.

Though he said not much has
practically changed, he said, “At
least you know how much money
youre going to make at the end of
the week” He added that job se-
curity during recession is a huge
perk of his new job. “The way the
market is now; a lot of people aren't
working,” he said.

Mason added that, prior to the
structural changes, many felt that
the situation was not right. “There
was one set of rules for one group,
and a different set of rules for an-
other]” he said, speaking of what
seemed to him an arbitrary division
between union and non-union em-
ployees doing the same work. “But
now it is more of a balanced thing,”
he added.

Rosenstein added that beyond
the contract benefits, these employ-
ees to the union can create a better
work environment and strengthen
2110’s presence at Columbia. “You
have no rights in the workplace
other than minimal labor protec-
tion. And in certain places you
don’t have those protections,” she
said of non-union work forces.

For Chang, the addition of
health care makes a big difference.
“It feels great finally knowing that
I have health care. Even though
I'm very healthy, I'm glad to know
I have that security;” Chang said.

He added though job security
was not a major issue personally
because since he freelances, but he
appreciated the new full-time po-
sition. “It’s a lot better that we are
actually Columbia employees”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Union Theological Seminary’s

LANDMARK
GUEST ROOMY

3041 Broadway
at 121* Street
NewYork, NY 10027

U N I O N Comtortable guest rooms within

the Seminary’s walls blend the

best of old and new. Our peaceful garden is an ideal

spot for strolling, reading, and meditation.

Union is just a short bus or cab ride away from all

the excitement that New York City has to ofler.

Tel: (212) 280-1313 » Fax:(212) 280-1488

Visit us at: www.utsnyc.edu




December 14, 2009

Columbia Daily Spectator Page 3

THE SECOND ANNUALTOP 5 MOST RIDICULOUS/AWESOME FREE THINGS SENT TO A&E IN THE LAST YEAR

A&E TOP FIVES:

(OR: WHAT WE LEARNED WHILE CHECKING THE MAIL AT THE SPEC OFFICE)

5. “Twitter Wit,” edited by Nick Douglas: We now have a collection of “hundreds of the most memorable and hilarious tweets to date”” Sure, there’s
an entire Web site dedicated to that, but who doesn't like books?

4. “Elvis 75: Good Rockin’ Tonight”: This four-disc CD set of 75 songs celebrating the 75th anniversary of Elvis birth taught us that the King will

FROM THE
STRANGETO

live for a long (long, long, long) time at the Spectator office.
3. “The Compass”: Traveler “Jonathan” took us on his journey across deserts and mountains, which represent the “kaleidoscope of our individual lives”
With the help of this two-disc, special-edition DVD, we are now 10 steps closer to “finding our purpose and direction in life” Take that, job hunt.

2. “How to Treat a Woman: The Art and Science of Sex Whispering—A Manual for Young Men,” by Thomas Paine: Replete with 16 color illus-

trations, Paine’s manual is so exhaustive it needed three titles. Thanks to his tome, we are now familiar with the “8 Pillars of Sex Whispering.” (In case

THE SEDUCTIVE

you were wondering, the first one is “Time and Place?)
1. “Pizza & Ice Cream” by Fred Stein: According to his Web site, musician Fred Stein's mission is to “improve the lives of everyone” and “spur eco-

nomic activity” While A&E got his sophomore album in the mail for free, who wouldn't pay $1 on iTunes for a song called “Roaming in Wyoming

DRR%

(Cheyenne the Cat)?” Stein taught us that Handel's “Hallelujah” chorus doesn’t hold a candle to a “Meow” chorus.
—Christine Jordan and Julia Halperin, arts & entertainment editors

TOP 5 WAYSTO PLAY THE COLUMBIA PART

Earlier this month, city life and gossip Web site Guest of a Guest
revealed “the truth about Columbia” Though I can't dispute the
fact that we “smarties let loose at Bar 1020,” I'm a little offended
that our style is defined as “Abercrombie & Fitch, J. Crew, and
lots and lots of sweats.” Here are five ways to look sharper and
pulled together, like a true Columbian:
5. Avoid looking like a bum: Skip the sweats, leggings, and slip-
per shoes. If you want to stay casual, stick with fitted jeans and a
button-down or a cozy sweater, paired with a blazer to sharpen
the look. Add accessories like a scarf and colorful jewelry to
mix it up.
4. Rethink your bathroom routine: To look good despite pull-
ing an all-nighter, make use of some simple tricks. Baby powder
your scalp if you don’t have time to take a shower (don't forget to
use deodorant, though), clear up sleepy red eyes with eye drops,
and invest in concealer for dark circles.
3. Check the weather: It would be a shame to get caught in
winter’s slushy rain and ruin your pulled together look simply
because you don't have an umbrella. Make sure you're appropri-
ately geared for the day’s forecast.
2. Read up: Or at least pretend to. Grab a newspaper between
classes and read it—people will automatically assume you're a
genius. Bonus points for bringing up an article while answering
a question in lecture.
1. Feed your mind: There’s no doubt about it, running on empty
won't get you far. Go for foods with protein to power through a
long day. Consume some kind of caffeine to keep you awake—
nobody looks cute sleeping in class.

—Helen Werbe, style editor

TOP 5TV EVENTS THAT YOU DIDN'T SEE BUT
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT FOR HOLIDAY
COCKTAIL PARTIES

5. “American Masters: Joan Baez”: Right in the wheelhouse of
the boomer generation that so dutifully donates to PBS, a pro-
gram on Joan Baez is a sure topic of conversation at any cocktail
party full of 50-somethings.
4. Obama’s speech at West Point: In this prime-time newscast,
Obama announced that he would be sending 30,000 more troops
to Afghanistan.
3. “Bill Moyers Journal”: An iconic liberal figure and former
adviser to Lyndon Johnson, the name Bill Moyers still doesn't
mean much to the average college student. For holiday cocktail
parties, here’s a quick primer: Moyers devoted one episode of his
series “Bill Moyers Journal” to a re-examination of the way that
president Johnson wrestled an insurgency in a faraway country
that he inherited from his predecessor. Sound familiar?
2.“Mad Men”: First, points for “Mad Men” being the least erudite
on the list. Remember, it’s the silences that say it all.
1. Ken Burns’ “The National Parks: America’s Best Idea”: This
six-episode series gave the history of Americas national parks
system. Beautiful and ponderous, the series makes all parents
dream of taking their college-age kids on one last family road trip.
Pretending to have seen it might help avoid said trip.

—Joe Daly, TV editor

TOP 5 GIMMICK
RESTAURANTS: FROM THE
HOKEY TO THE HOKEY-BUT-
STILL-DELICIOUS

TOP 5 MOVIES TO GET HER IN THE MOOD

She laughed at your jokes, you grabbed the check, but now she
wants to watch a movie. Here are five flicks to make sure you're
satisfied at the end of the night.
5. “Basic Instinct”: Sharon Stone shows more than some skin
in this sexy murder mystery.
4. “Bonnie and Clyde”: Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway take
it to the next level when breaking the bank is what has these
lovers heading to bed.
3. “Eyes Wide Shut”: In this choice for art-house lovers, Tom
Cruise goes through an odyssey of sexual erotica after finding
out wife Nicole Kidman may have cheated on him. More artful
than sexy, it still features plenty of very beautiful men and women
in strange situations for all to appreciate.
2.“To Have and Have Not”: Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart
have never shown off so much heat as in this faux “Casablanca”
sequel. Bacall's famous line: “You know how to whistle, don't you,
Steve? You just put your lips together and... blow”
1. “Out of Sight”: George Clooney is a bank robber and Jennifer
Lopez is the officer out to get him. “Out of Sight” features one
of the most sensual scenes ever committed to screen, as director
Steven Soderbergh edits between a tender bar encounter and
their later sexual encounter.

—Peter Labuza, film editor

TOP 5 E-MAIL SIGN-OFFS

“Best” literally just isn't good enough—in fact, it can be down-
right insulting in certain contexts. These alternatives are surefire
ways to brighten up inboxes—and faces—all across the world.
5. Love: It truly does make the universe go round, and there can
never be too much of it.
4. With all best wishes: This is the (if you'll pardon the rep-
etition) best way to improve upon the drier-than-sandpaper
“best,” but should still be used sparingly—i.e., only in profes-
sional correspondences.
3. Godspeed: It just sounds good. And it’s one of those words
that is overtly religious but can be employed in secular contexts.
And it's both the name of a German heavy metal album and of
Bartholomew Gosnold’s ship. What more can you ask?
2. Any adverb that reflects your state of being: “delighted-
ly; “affectionately;” “sleepily;” “sinfully;” “lackadaisically;” etc. If
you want to be super snazzy, make one up from an adjective
that isn't typically employed as such—my personal favorite is
“incandescently”
1. Cheers: One can never go wrong by emulating the Brits. Or
try “cheerio” for a slightly chirpier touch.

—Yin Yin Lu, books editor

5. Mars 2112: With

waiters dressed as

aliens and astronauts,

this tourist black hole

might thrill the child in

us—but the food is far from

out of this world.

4. Two Boots Pizza: The slices may
be bland, but what’s lost in flavor is
quickly won back in the novelty of or-

e

dering pizzas named after classic movie

and TV characters. Patrons that get take-
out and rent “The Big Lebowski” can have
their “Dude” and eat it too.
3. Peanut Butter & Co: The chunky-versus-creamy
debate just got a little more complicated with Peanut
Butter & Cos mission to inject PB and/or ] into ev-
ery conceivable recipe. But once students try the
creations, the idea won't seem so nutty.
2. Alice’s Tea Cup: This would-be eight-
year-old birthday party haunt is made
all-ages-acceptable by the acid trip-
inspired theme. With pumpkin
scones this flaky, tea parties are
not only mad, but mad good.
1. Insomnia Cookies: The oppor-
tunity to eat freshly baked cook-
ies at 3 a.m. would be enough
to keep students with the
midnight munchies com-
ing back, but Insomnia
doesn't sit idly in its gim-
micky glory. Instead, it’s
dedicated to serving up
warm, buttery, fresh-
from-the-oven treats
all night long. The best
part? It’s too late to care
about chocolate-covered
lips.

—Devin Briski, food &

drink editor

TOP 5 WINTER BREAK GALLERIES

Spending a month away from the city’s museums and galleries is
never fun. Luckily, the week before break gives art-lovers ample
time to explore the city.
5. Bauhaus 1919-1933, Workshops for Modernity at MoMA:
Hundreds of paintings, drawings, and furniture pieces fill the
MoMAs first major exhibition on the Bauhaus since 1938. If
design is your thing, then this exhibit will certainly peak your
interest.
4. Kandinsky at the Guggenheim: As students go off to break,
so will this monumental exhibition. On view through Jan. 13,
the Russian artist’s colorful, abstracted works are part of a 50th
anniversary exhibition at the museum. Over 100 pieces fill the
space and are organized chronologically to give visitors a sense
of Kandinsky’s growth and innovation as an artist.
3. Urs Fischer: Marguerite de Ponty at the New Museum:
Fisher has taken over three floors of the museum and filled
them with a range of installations, walk-in tableux, and gigantic
still-lifes. From pop-culture references to rotting vegetables, a
trip downtown will be absurdly worth it.
2. Mike Kelley: Horizontal Tracking Shots at Gagosian
Gallery: Kelley’s first all- painting show in New York, “Horizontal
Tracking Shots” features artworks influenced by comic strips
and science fiction. If Kelley doesn't hit the spot, then the other
Gagosian exhibits—Cy Twombly, Roger Ballen, and Modern
Masters—definitely will.
1. The New Acropolis Museum at the Miriam and Ira D.
Wallach Art Gallery: No need to trek far during finals week.
Wallach Art Gallery’s current exhibit will bring Greece to campus
with this exhibit curated by professor Ioannis Mylonopoulos.
—Hannah Yudkin, art editor

TOP 5 PERFORMER MELTDOWNS

5. Cate Blanchett: Blanchett, currently starring in the Brooklyn
Academy of Music’s production of “A Streetcar Named Desire;’
ran off stage in a huff. The actress sustained a head injury and
could not continue with that evening’s show.
4. Karen Olivo: She practically melted in tears as she accepted
her first Tony Award, Best Featured Actress in a Musical, for her
portrayal of the sassy Anita in the 2009 revival of “West Side
Story”” She sobbed, “T'm completely unprepared for this”
3. Hugh Jackman: Jackman finally gave in to the distracting
ringing of a cell phone during an intense moment between
him and fellow actor Daniel Craig in Broadway’s “A Steady
Rain” Pausing during his monologue, Jackman dropped his
hands in frustrated concession: “Do you wanna get that?” He
begged the phone’s owner to answer, refusing to continue until
the ringing stopped.
2.Tan Hart: Just last month, actor Hart (most famously known
as Professor Quirrell from the first Harry Potter film) allegedly
jumped off the stage during the curtain call of his show “Speaking
in Tongues” in London. Hart lunged at an audience member
who had been talking throughout the performance.
1. Patti LuPone: The woman who started the madness.
The Tony Award winner stopped mid-song to berate an
audience member for taking pictures of her. LuPone was
in the midst of a full-throttle breakdown as her charac-
ter Mama Rose in Arthur Laurents’ revival of “Gypsy?”
LuPone blasted over and over, “Who do you think you
are?!” Well, no one will ever forget who she is.
—Ruthie Fierberg, theater editor

Angela Radulescu / Senior staff photographer
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Staff Editorial

New Year’s
resolutions

ith today’s edition,
Spectator closes an-
other decade of pro-

duction. It has been another ex-
citing semester at Columbia—we
launched the semester with two
new deans, and we close with the
future of Manhattanville hanging
in the balance.

For our final staff editorial, we
look ahead, writing five New Year's
resolutions for Columbia. They
may not be the five most pressing
issues facing the University, nor
are they all equal in their scope
and importance. But they are what
is on our minds, and we hope that
our school leadership does not ne-
glect these issues in 2010.

More financial aid for
General Studies

As the New Year approaches,
we hope that Columbia will con-
tinue to re-evaluate the financial
aid packages it offers to GS stu-
dents. The economic downturn
has made it much more difficult
to find affordable student loans,
and many GS students graduate
from Columbia with a signifi-
cant amount of loan debt. In the
coming months, we urge the GS
administrators to continue their
hard work in an effort to develop a
financial aid system that will more
effectively meet the needs of the
GS student body as a whole.

A better approach to dining

This semester, new proposals
for meal plans have resulted in dis-
may for students on both sides of
Broadway. Barnard administra-
tors have proposed mandatory
meal plans while administrators
at Columbia are considering con-
verting JJ’s Place, Ferris Booth,
and Café 212 into all-you-can-
eat dining halls. These proposals
may not work for students, who,
for reasons of preference, cost,
and dietary need, do not want
their main source of food to come

from school or would like grab-
and-go options at dining halls.
Administrators need to think of
different solutions to dining.

Sustained environmental

stewardship

As a quintessential urban
campus and a global leader in
science, Columbia must also be
at the national forefront of green
initiatives. Whether through an
aggressive and coordinated push
for recycling, an expanded com-
posting program, a more com-
prehensive waste-minimizing
flyering policy, or the reinstat-
ing of the RecycleBank program,
Columbia should model for other
universities what it means to edu-
cate sustainably—in every sense
of the term.

A 24-hour Butler

In the upcoming year wed like
to see Butler Library open more
floors for 24 hours. Study spaces
are limited and Butlerites often
limit themselves to the first two
floors because rooms in the upper
floors keep circulation desk hours.
Many students now use the eighth
floor, which is reserved for grad-
uate students, because this floor
does not close. More hours on the
upper floors would help reduce
crowding and create a better study
environment.

A correct Core

The Core Curriculum defines
our University, and professors,
scholars, and administrators con-
tinually work to tweak and refine
it. The upcoming year is an excit-
ing one for Frontiers of Science,
the newest addition to the Core.
If the Frontiers overseers take the
right steps, 2010 may be remem-
bered as one in which a lackluster,
unpopular requirement was trans-
formed into a rock-solid founda-
tion for college science, one that
can act as a model for universities
throughout the nation.

POLITICS ON STILTS

YEMH. 'L GET A TALL, NaN-FRT
BLonDE WHO ENJ0YS ROMANTIC
COMEDIES AND PAN-ASIAN FOOD.

SHAINA RUBIN

Optimism and
Barnard’s new
meal plan policy

BY AMY CHEN

As a senior at Barnard, I am a member
of the only class on campus that has expe-
rienced both the vibrancy of student life in
MclIntosh (Mac) and the seemingly endless
years of construction for the Diana Center.
Still, I eagerly look forward to my final se-
mester with the Diana Center. As students
consider the new, recently announced meal
plan policy, I would like to bring attention
to several points that come from my per-
sonal experience as a Barnard student.

The food available in Mac’s Java City
and the lower level dining café was great. [
remember the options were more gourmet
than what Hewitt and Java City currently
serve. Mac’s food was known to be fresh-
prepared, and the many varieties of thin-
crust pizza were very popular. There used
to be a pay-per-pound salad bar, sushi take-
out, soups, a panini/sandwich/wrap station,
and an “action station” for pasta, Asian stir-
fry, and more. I imagine that the Diana
Center’s food will be better than Mac’s be-
cause of the brand new cooking facilities
there. Any concerns about what specific
types of food that will/should be served can
be directed to SGA’s Food Advisory Board,
which was created in October 2009. The
board brings together students and admin-
istrators from Barnard’s Dining Services to

suggest changes or additions to the current
food available. The Food Advisory Board
also discusses concerns about food pricing
on our campus.

Besides providing access to better food
for the Barnard community, the new man-
datory meal plan will help alleviate the tre-
mendous overcrowding of Hewitt Dining
Hall during peak hours. In my first year, the
lines to get into Hewitt, the lines to get food
at Hewitt, and the lines at Java City were
never as long as they currently are now. The
required meal plans will drive traffic to the
Diana, which will make it more comfortable
for both those who choose to eat in Hewitt
and for those who eat in the new Diana
Center cafés. Also, in the Diana Center,
people are free to move around with their
food after they have purchased it—there
are numerous lounge spaces throughout
the building where people can eat.

Furthermore, the policy will bring
benefits to housing selection. Currently,
sophomores, juniors and seniors feel they
are being forced out of singles because of
the unlimited meal plan requirement for
all Quad residents. The new plan will now
make Hewitt single rooms more appealing
for sophomores, juniors, and seniors whose
number-one priority in housing is a single
room. Hewitt singles will now be compa-
rable to Sulzberger Tower singles.

To address the issue of financial aid—
the cost of the meal plan will be factored
into every financial aid package; the new
policy is supposed to guarantee that all stu-
dents, regardless of socioeconomic back-
ground, have access to quality food on
campus. Barnard is a school committed to
never losing a student based on financial

background, and this will not change.

Considering the long-term goal of com-
munity-building, I think this meal plan pol-
icy is worth trying with that ideal in mind.
As someone who works for Barnard’s ad-
missions office, I've heard that Barnard’s
biggest appeal to prospective students is the
close, tight-knit community here. I support
the new meal plan policy because I believe
that it will accomplish the long-term goal
of creating a close community in which stu-
dents, faculty, administrators, staff, alum-
nae, and the greater University will all be
able to share and identify with a space that
defines Barnard. The Diana Center will
have classrooms, event spaces, offices, and
studios, but these are all spaces that are
specific to particular groups on campus. It
will be the dining facilities in the building
that are open to all who associate with the
Barnard community. It will be through this
interaction—the running into a classmate
while getting coffee, the study sessions over
lunch with floormates, the catching up with
that person you met during NSOP whom
you haven’t seen since—that will truly de-
velop our sense of belonging and provide
us with the opportunity to socialize and
learn from each other. It is important to
keep in mind that this is an initiative to cre-
ate community; we need to try it out before
we completely shut it down.

The author is a Barnard College senior
majoring in economics. She is vice presi-
dent of student activities on the Student
Government Association of Barnard College.
The author has submitted this piece indepen-
dently—the views expressed in this op-ed do
not necessarily represent those of SGA.

Put on your
purple pants!

BY ELI GROBER

Hey! I have a suggestion. Let’s all do
something fun. Right now. Stop reading
this, just for a second, and also stop any-
thing else you may be doing while reading
this (g-pod, i-mail, facespace, mybook, or
whatever) and walk up to the person near-
est to you and compliment them. Nobody
near you? Call a friend you haven’t seen
in a while to take them on an adventure,
right now. Or go on an adventure by your-
self! Get a funny hat and go pretend to be
a guard in front of Butler and open the
door for everyone who comes in or out.
Go bake a cake and leave it anonymously
outside the door of a floormate you don’t
know very well. Or maybe just stop what-
ever assortment of activities you may be
doing simultaneously long enough to just
smile at a stranger.

Still reading this? Still also doing your
homework and worrying about how your
grade in sociology will affect your over-
all GPA (and hence your overall chances
of getting into the graduate school of your
choice)? I'm flattered that you can’t tear
your eyes away, but maybe I haven’t got-
ten my point across. I am inviting you—
nay, I am imploring you—to join me in an

ary sat
on the
blue

plastic bleach-
ers at the empty
middle school
gym. I snapped
my fingers, and
looking into her
13-year-old eyes,

YURINA
KO I said, “Let’s see

how long we can
both remember
this moment” I
haven’t spoken to Mary in a while, but I
find myself reminiscing about her and
the snap once every few years or so. In
fact, I was just thinking about this yes-
terday, before I was interrupted by a man
spitting on Broadway and 115th Street,
saying, “There isn’t any time to get any-
thing done these days.”

Tell me about it. There are simply
too many books to read (or skim, at this
point in the semester), too many papers
to write, too many résumés to send out,
and too many worries about final exams,
jobs, the future, our lives, everything. All
of this in what seems to be so little time.

In the hopes of cheering myself up, I
visit a Web site that allows you to send
e-mails “to the future” I write, “Dear
Yuri, By the time you read this, your last
column will have been published, you will
have finished half of your final exams,
and you will be sipping black coffee, con-
tent with yourself” I set the sending date
to Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. sharp.

All this time, I was somehow lost
from the present, only able to think
about particular moments in the past
and a future that will be in my inbox one
week from now.

2+2=5

activity I like to call “putting on your purple
pants,” or, in terms that make sense, “loos-
ening up.”

Now, I've only been at Columbia for a
few months, so I'm still bug-eyed when I
stare across College Walk at that building
with a dome and columns that claims to
be a library. I still sometimes lock myself
out of my room, and I still ask my teacher
if it would be alright if I left the room just
for a moment to use the restroom. What
I'm trying to say is that I've still got a lot
to get used to here, like how there are no
hall passes or bathroom sign-out sheets in
college. And, I've still got a whole bunch
to pick up on, like how there is no curfew
in college. But even with my slowly fading
naiveté, and even with all of my bad jokes
about hall passes and sign-out sheets, one
thing I'm pretty certain about is that we, as a
community, could benefit from a little more
spontaneity. I think we could do with a little
less stress and a little more smiling, espe-
cially as the frigid shadow of fall semester
finals begins to creep ever closer.

This past weekend, after going home for
my family’s annual Thanksgiving dinner
(followed by our annual across-the-table
arguments), I decided to take a bus back
to New York with a friend from home who
has recently been living and working down-
town. She showed up at my door with her
luggage, a shopping bag, and really, re-
ally, really purple pants. She told me that
shed been forced out of bed at four in the
morning this past Friday by her friends

There will be time

“Isn’t it funny how there’s no such
thing as ‘now’?” I remember Mary saying.
Seconds after I snapped my fingers, that
moment was already technically in the
past, and it only grows progressively more
distant. But in comparison to what, if
there’s no time in which the present mo-
ment is frozen?

It’s impossible to define or even grasp
the present moment like the snap Mary
and I heard eight years ago. The “now”
keeps running off to the past, but the
“now” is what’s also moving forward
like the dial on the clock. But along with
this metaphysical confusion are people’s
tendencies to avoid the “now” as much
as possible. At the end of the semester,
it’s especially difficult to find anyone on
campus who isn’t caught up in the unal-
terable past or the uncertain future.

A few hours ago, a student smoked her
cigarette outside of Butler Library and
said, “If I could turn back time, I would
study more so I don’t have to cram for
exams now.” Sighing, she tossed the ciga-
rette on the ground and went back inside.
I looked toward Low Plaza. I thought
I spotted a beautiful star, but it started
blinking red and blue lights, moving
slowly westward. I guess I'm not really
getting anything, after all. Not yet.

Mary visited me in the city two years
ago. I had a terrible cold, and a very
good friend of my mother’s had suddenly
passed away. Shocked, terrified, medi-
cated, and confused, I looked at Mary,
and she said we should go out, get some
air. We took the 1 train downtown, got off
at a random stop, and walked into a bar.
We were tempted to (illegally) consume
alcohol, but we ordered two Diet Cokes
instead and talked about the absurdity,
fragility, and spontaneity of life.

to go shopping, and had decided to buy
these purple pants and wear them around
no matter what kind of looks her brother,
friends, strangers, or I gave her, because
they were fun and made people smile (or
at least do a double-take as they passed by).
Granted, this is not quite the kind of bold
move made by, say, William Wallace in that
Mel Gibson movie, nor was it even as bold
as simply not wearing pants. And yet, it had
made an impression on me.

I think we all need to take our own
pairs of really, really, really purple pants
out of the closet every now and then and
strut around in them for a while. Just for
fun. Just to smile. Just so others smile. Just
to do something spontaneous. Just to re-
mind ourselves that there are more impor-
tant things in life than driving relentlessly
forward through schoolwork and com-
plaining about that chemistry midterm
or the teacher who won’t give anything
higher than an A-/B+. There are things like
smiling and laughing and playing that are
equally as important as making sure you
breathe at least once in a while and get
your essay in on time.

So, put on your pair of purple pants,
Columbia. Smile, for the sake of smiling.
Do something really nice for someone
you really don’t know. Whistle while you
(home)work. Be spontaneous, be bold, and,
most importantly, enjoy yourself.

The author is a Columbia College
first-year.

“I still remember the snap,” she said.

On my wall, a poster of Dali’s melting
clocks and photographs of far-away galax-
ies haunt me as I write this very sentence.
As I approach deadlines for school, my
perception of time disintegrates, and then
I figure, the Milky Way is going to collide
with Andromeda soon anyway, which will
burn my dead body and all of my current
work into beautiful stardust. Aliens will
photograph it and think, “How pretty”

“Time, which changes people,” Marcel
Proust wrote, “does not alter the image
we have retained of them.” Just like that,
snapshots of Mary, the gym, 115th Street,
the cigarette, and everything else from
my past linger in my consciousness like
a collage of old Polaroids. And I remain
disturbed and confused regarding the
concept of time.

This is problematic, because 'm being
tested on this topic in two philosophy
courses next week. Time makes no sense
to me anymore. Have I changed over
time since the snap? Why do we always
complain about having no time when we
can’t even define the present moment?
Am I just wasting my time thinking
about time? Or perhaps this confusion
and skepticism is exactly what I need to
wrap up another semester of being a phi-
losophy major. If anything made perfect
sense, I would have nothing on which to
philosophize.

“There will be time, there will be
time,” T. S. Eliot wrote. And he’s right—
there “will” be time. Just not now.

Yurina Ko is a Barnard College junior ma-
joring in philosophy. She is a senior editor
of the Columbia Political Review. 2+2=5
runs alternate Mondays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of interest. Submissions should be between 700 and 900 words and express an
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers meet with an associate editor to edit their
submission before publication. Submissions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.
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Ten years ago

Today marks the final edition of the decade for the Columbia Daily Spectator. So today, the opinion staft
looks back. For the past year, we have solicited submissions, edited op-eds, and revised columns, but
where were we ten years ago? We mark the end of the decade with reflections on the decade that was.

The mutant
snail

BY BRIANA WONG

Ten years ago, I lived in an
awkwardly shaped, neon-yel-
low house in Berkeley, Calif.
The back portion, standing two
stories high, was topped with
a pitched roof, while the front
portion was only one story high
and had a flat roof, making the
house evocative of some kind of
giant, mutant snail. As a nine-
year-old tomboy, I saw the old
house, at different times, as my
playground (or rather, my battle-
ground), my laboratory, and my

place of business.

When my friends from my
home-school group came over,
all the kids raided the laundry
closet and played a version of
freeze-tag that involved hurling
balled-up socks at one another.
When there were no more socks
to be thrown, we played kung fu
instead, mimicking the moves
we had learned from various
kung fu movies. I prided myself
on my mastery of the no-shadow
kick from Yuen Woo-ping’s clas-
sic “Iron Monkey””

During the lonely hours when
there was no one to play with, I
often turned to scientific experi-
ments to keep my mind occu-
pied. I once tried to bake Play-
Doh in the microwave and then
flooded the kitchen to see if my

shoes would float. I don’t exactly
remember what happened after
that, but it may or may not have
involved a wooden spoon.

My favorite memories from
1999 involve Tiger’s Books, the
bookstore my little sister and
I started together. I typed out
stories on the little nine-inch,
black-and-white Mac my grand-
parents had sent me as an alter-
native to throwing it out, and
my sister illustrated the pages
once we had bound them to-
gether using colorful yarn. We
used to sell the books to family
and friends for one or two dol-
lars. Family members were eli-
gible for the discount, which was
sometimes less than the standard
price, sometimes more. The sto-
ries always contained some type

of moral and were sometimes
based on the lives of people we
knew. We eventually ended up
distributing our own newslet-
ter, “News Around the House,”
featuring juicy stories about
which they were all just dying
to hear. At least that one was
complimentary.

Although the concept of
home is a difficult one for me
these days, considering the fact
that my high school years alone
spanned three schools, two lan-
guages, two countries, and both
coasts, the adventures I had in
the Mutant Snail perhaps make it
the closest approximation.

The author is a Columbia
College sophomore. She is an as-
sociate editorial page editor.

To a
columnist;:
a letter ten
years in the

making
BY SHIRA BORZAK

Dear CML,

Ten years ago I was in fifth
grade. Ten years ago, high
schoolers seemed ancient, and
I couldn’t fathom that one day
I would be 16 and get to drive
a car. But even my ten-year-old
self knew that all I wanted to do
was go to college.

I have spent the last semester
recruiting letters to the editor for
the Spectator. So it feels natural

that I respond to your last col-
umn (“Sixty-nine theses, not in
order”) in letter form. Another
of my tasks for the past two se-
mesters was editing your column
every other Wednesday night.
You, CML, are a good writer.
Very good. And smart. More
than a few times your vocabulary
stumped me, and I, a lifelong ed-
itor, had to go to Websters, intel-
lectual tail between my legs.

But CML, your last column
was different. First of all, sixty-
nine theses? 692 Really, CML? Or
was that sexually suggestive num-
ber a coincidence? Doubtful. You
knew exactly what you were do-
ing—your entire column, featur-
ing the giggle-inducing number
of theses that stated all that you
hated about Columbia and New
York, was written not with your
usual elegance and intelligence,
but with pure blunt force.

CML, I'm sorry you had such
abad college experience. I really

am. Mine hasn’t been perfect ei-
ther. I've dealt with challenges
to my identity, social frustration,
and grades that could have been
better (or worse, the best I could
have gotten). And some of your
criticisms were spot on. But have
you ever considered that other
people are enjoying college? That
New York isn't the stuff of your
anti-establishment dreams, and
yes, Times Square sucks, but it
can actually offer legitimate life-
shaping opportunities, some of
which might actually be fun?
That the rest of us who are gain-
ing from this pretty solid institu-
tion aren’t narrow and flawed but
that, perhaps, it’s you?

Let us enjoy college. I've
been looking forward to it since
I was ten. I know Columbia isn’t
what you thought it was, but it
isn’t a Disneyland bubble filled
with rich white kids gallivanting
around College Walk with their
racist clubs. Don’t lay blame on

your peers who manage to make
this city and this school work for
them.

Good luck with everything,
CML. T hope you get less angry
soon. Next time you publish
something, make it purposeful,
and I would love to read it. And
for god’s sake, using “69” insults
your, and our, intelligence.

Best,

Shira Borzak

(Former) associate editorial
page editor.

PS. Yes, “Only at Columbia
could people who sit in an of-
fice 40 hours a week listening to
themselves call themselves ‘jour-
nalists,” but only at Columbia
could people who bitch end-
lessly about the same thing for
over 1,600 words a month call
themselves columnists.

The author is a Barnard
College sophomore. She is an
associate editorial page editor.

The blind
bard’s
blinding
tale

BY ELAINE WANG

It's hard to believe that the
decade of the aughts is drawing
to a close. Ten years ago to this
day, I had never stepped foot
on the island of Manhattan,
and my deepest impressions of
the entire country came from
watching episodes of “America’s
Most Wanted” while eating
poutine 120 or so kilometers
north of the northern border.

Last week, as I was taking
the northbound A train from
Brooklyn, a man wearing a con-
ductor’s navy blue jacket and
cap walked onto the subway
and sat in the seat across from
me. He then pulled out, of all
books, Homer’s “The Odyssey”
and proceeded to read it with
a 3-D “Happy Feet” bookmark.
For ineffable reasons, I could
not stop smiling like a creep
nor take my eyes off his eyes
moving across the text.

I watched him get off two
stops later and hop onto the
train across the platform. I
was certain he was an off-duty
conductor, and at that moment,
it made so much sense that he
should be reading one of the
greatest travel stories con-
ceived. Although it cannot pos-
sibly be compared to Odysseus’s

ten-year voyage, a subway ride
from Far Rockaway to the
northern reaches of Manhattan
is still a hell of a distance, pep-
pered with many a wacky New
Yorker along the way. And he
probably made this journey
without thinking about it ev-
ery day of his life.

As did I on a different jour-
ney, ten years ago, in fourth
grade, in a town north of the
northern border. The weekly
stops on my journey consisted
of school, babysitter’s house,
home, friend’s house, and local
Asian supermarket. Stunned by
the news that we would migrate
south, I awoke to this routine
and could not recall even one
noteworthy event over the en-
tirety of fourth grade, a year of
oblivion.

Perhaps in 2020, a new

iconic animated character
will be marking the timeless
pages of Homer. But like to-
day, Homer will still be read as
we each make our own criss-
crossing journeys. The bril-
liant bard who wrote such en-
grossing tales was purportedly
blind, but that doesn’t give us
an excuse to feign blindness to
our tales in real time, does it?
As the New Year approaches, I
promise to myself that another
decade from now, I will not be
spinning a story of poutine and
kilometers to fill the void in my
recollection of this year. I will
have something better to tell,
and it will be a wholly origi-
nal epic.

The author is a Columbia
College sophomore. She is an
associate editorial page editor.

Fourth
grade: ain't
nothin’ but
a heartache

BY DARYL SEITCHIK

Most people have “forma-
tive years.” Ihad 1999. If you
asked me how I was doing
back then, I would have said,
between swigs of Juicy Juice,
that the only redeeming qual-
ity of fourth grade was that I
was the same age as the kids in

BY AMIN GHADIMI

Ten years ago, I was in fourth
grade. I don’t remember fourth
grade too well. There are just a
few weird memories:

Our class had a pet guinea
pig. It died. We made a little tis-
sue-box coffin for it and buried
it outside, next to the first grade
classrooms. Even to my eight-
year-old self, it all seemed a lit-
tle juvenile. In retrospect, ten

“Hey Arnold!” Unfortunately,
I have not changed since that
year, because I had so many
important failures. These fail-
ures shaped who I am today,
for better or worse.

Failure #1: I was, with-
out irony, president of the
Backstreet Boys Fan Club
for Halloween. I wore a fake
backstage pass, a T-shirt with
Brian Littrell’s face, and car-
ried a huge sign with hot pink
bubble letters that read “BSB
4 LYFE!!” To my dismay,
“Coolest Costume” went to the
mermaid who hopped through
the whole parade. After Jack
the Ripper and a zombie sea
monster, I was runner-up for
“Scariest,” and I have been
ironic ever since.

Failure # 2: When my mom
said I would switch schools in
two years, I wrote the Guinness
Book of Records for my fourth
grade class, as an early fare-
well. Titles ranged from “Most
Hair” to “Asks the Stupidest
Questions.” Turns out, two
years is a long, lonely time
when youre “Most Likely to
Get into Hogwarts” in a class-
room full of jealous muggles. I
was only trying to foreshadow
my departure. Unfortunately, I
never did get into Hogwarts—I
only got into a private middle
school for girls. This, in turn,
foreshadows my byline.

Failure #3: On Field Day, I
got an asthma attack in the re-
lay race. After that, I was the
“mascot,” recruiting expert

fifth graders and spunky kin-
dergarteners for dangerous
rounds of dodge ball. For
these, the gym teacher let me
be the judge. I now recruit and
edit articles for the Opinion
page of the Spectator.

What I've learned from
fourth grade is how to make
fun of myself as I get older,
and my failures and successes
seem more serious and impor-
tant. I'm proud of my lack of
pride: It makes growing up less
dark, even when I'm writing
an article about it at 3 a.m. on
a Saturday, between swigs of
cold coffee.

The author is a Barnard
College sophomore. She is an
associate editorial page editor.

Beginning
to end

BY EMILY TAMKIN

My fourth grade teacher
was very clear. 2000 was actu-
ally not the beginning of a new
millennium. That, she said,
was only to be ushered in with
Y2K+1. Her protestations didn’t
matter, though—at nine years
old, I witnessed the end of an
era. And I don't just mean the
1900s (or the ’90s, for that mat-
ter—not that the rise of Britney
and Justin aren’t as notable as
any other event to take place
over the 20th century).

That year was the end of my
faith in education for its own
sake. The advent of the infa-
mous ELA—that’s New York
state-speak for the English lan-
guage test we took in fourth (and
again in eighth) grade—ensured
that we were taught to the test
for over half the year. 'm not
sure I've ever stopped learning
in order to test well.

It was the end of my belief in
human reason. In late December
1999, I went with my mother
to the grocery store. We were
not able to purchase anything,
though—everyone had stocked
up for what we were told was the
inevitable and insurmountable
crash of all technology. The good
news is that our computers still
worked on New Year’s Day. The
bad news is that we may or may
not have had milk.

It was the end of the mys-
tique of celebrity and personal
ignorance of hip-hop. A rapper

moved into our town that year,
and his eldest son was put in my
class. He may have had daddy
issues, or he may have been just
another aloof nine-year-old boy.
I was originally infuriated to be
stuck with him on every proj-
ect (this was also the end of my
belief that being the class goody
two-shoes is rewarded). But he
wasn't so bad in the end.

There may have been more
personal eras that drew to a
close, but I don’t remember
them. I can, however, vividly
recall the beginnings—the be-
ginning of seeing myself as ca-
pable of advocacy (I argued that
we should have an annual pub-
lic speaking contest—the princi-
pal disagreed); the beginning of
thinking that group punishment
was wrong; the beginning of a
rivalry that continued through
much of high school; the begin-
ning of existing in the double
digits; the beginning of realiz-
ing that years and decades and
centuries come to an end, and
that new ones start.

I’'m sure that there’s plenty of
fourth grade that I'm forgetting
entirely, just as I'm sure that I
will not remember much of
sophomore year 10 years from
now, as 2019 becomes 2020. But,
at Green Day’s urging (they were
around back in fourth grade, but
whatever they were up to didn't
make it on to my cultural radar—
some things never change), I will
remember that every new begin-
ning comes from some other be-
ginning’s end.

The end.

The author is a Columbia
College sophomore. She is the
deputy editorial page editor.

Ten years
of turd
sandwiches

BY CORNELIUS FITZPATRICK

Ten years ago last Saturday,
the Supreme Court handed
the 2000 Presidential Election
to George W. Bush. I was in
fourth grade at the time, and
my memory of the event is a
bit hazy. I do recall a feeling
of deep, deep, disappointment
and a sense that my parents
were more upset than [ was. In
fact, they are reluctant to talk
about it to this day.

I realize that a fourth grad-
er being heartbroken over the
results of a presidential race
sounds ridiculous (to be fair,
I think I was equally disap-
pointed that we were having
meatloaf for dinner that night).
But in the same way I was born
a Yankee fan and a Catholic, I
was born a Democrat.

At 20, I have since reconsid-
ered my options—and while I
don’t find myself going to mass
all that often, T am still as big a
Yankee fan as ever. As for be-
ing a Democrat, I have come
to terms with the fact that I
was largely born into it—but
not blindly or uncontrollably.
Rather, my parents’ values of
compassion and fairness—
values which they took care to
instill in their sons—are what
make me vote blue.

And in 2009, for some rea-
son, it is something that my
dad said later in the decade,
following a second disappoint-
ment for Democrats—the 2004
election—which sticks with me
most vividly. He said the reason

Dead guinea pigs and silent reading

years later, I can’t help but sneer
at the poor hygiene with which
the whole affair was conducted.
And in my imagination, I inevi-
tably add to the scene Dwight
Schrute playing a bright green
recorder and Michael Scott de-
livering an awkwardly heart-
wrenching funeral oration. And
then, when I think of funeral
orations, I think about Pericles
and how everything in life goes
back to Lit Hum. Even fourth

grade guinea pig funerals. My
fourth grade class, Michael
Scott, Pericles: We're all play-
ing the same game.

I also hated silent reading
and silent writing time in fourth
grade. I decided one day that it
would be a good idea to offer
to help my teacher put up the
bulletin board display during
silent reading. I was delight-
edly surprised when she fell for
such puerile machinations: she

thought I was just being nice,
and I got to get out of reading
another soporific child novel.
Win-win. Little did I know then
that college, that candyland of
smart people bliss, is also all
about silent reading and silent
writing. Now, ten years later,
sometimes I'd like to think that
I've gotten a little better at si-
lent reading and silent writing.
But I haven’t. And who would’ve
known? There still are bulletin

boards in college to get you out
of silent reading time, but those
bulletin boards are called college
newspapers, and silent reading
time isn’t at fixed times.
Looking back, we all know
that the past ten years have
been tumultuous ones for our
planet. When the world rang in
the new millennium—as I slept!
my excitement couldn’t keep my
eight-year-old self awake!—no
one could have predicted the

the liberal party lost two elec-
tions it should have won was
that our candidates were not
the cream of the generational
crop. The best of his genera-
tion—who during the counter-
culture movement became so
disillusioned with their gov-
ernment, with the Vietnam
War—had been turned off
from politics.

I think South Park was try-
ing to convey (albeit less elo-
quently) a similar message
when they aired an episode
before that 2004 election which
presented the race as a choice
between a “giant douche” and
a “turd sandwich”

My fear, after eight years of
Bush, a brief flash of hope from
ayounger candidate, and now a
fall-back to quarreling after the
politicians of my father’s gen-
eration have reclaimed the na-
tional discourse, is that we, too,
will be turned off from service.
We came of age in an ugly, di-
visive time for American poli-
tics, and now that our country
has more problems than I care
to list, it would be all too easy
to let someone else clean up
the mess. It is a tendency that
I, as a newly decided creative
writing major, have to watch
out for.

I suppose my message is
simple. We are no longer those
fourth graders slinging our
parents’ mud, but will soon be
those parents trying to pass on
our values. So as we go forth
and choose careers in this new
decade, let us pause and con-
sider for a moment whether it
will be us, or future turd sand-
wiches, who our fourth graders
will be voting for.

The author is a Columbia
College sophomore. He is an
associate editorial page editor.

winding path that brought us to
the end of 2009. But as we enter
2010, and as we turn the page on
the final edition of Spectator this
year, it’s good to know that some
things just don’t ever change.
Secretly I'm still a fourth grader,
and I suspect that a lot of the rest
of us are, too.

The author is a Columbia
College sophomore. He is the
editorial page editor.
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Classifieds

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

Il
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

AFFORDABLE APTS FOR RENT right
behind Lincoln Center. Rent starting
as low as $1195/mo. (212) 769-2000.

LOOKING FOR AN APT IN BOSTON?
Large, furn, sunny 2 BR w/roof deck
in Boston’s South End avail Jan 1-Aug
31 for lease takeover or long-term sub-
let. Large LR area and kitchen sepa-
rated by breakfast bar. Huge private
roof deck. Great light, excellent lay-
out, fabulous views. Avail furnished
for no extra charge. The South End
is one of Boston’s most popular plac-
es to live. Only a block away from the
Mass Ave stop on the Orange line and
a 3 block walk from the Symphony
stop on the Green line. $1600/mo.
Security deposit required. For more
info or photos call (917) 204-3105 or
e-mail riversong8 @gmail.com

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

EGG DONOR NEEDED
Generous couple living in CU area
seeking egg donor. Donor should be
of European decent and between the
ages of 20-30 years. Will offer $10K
plus all expenses. Serious inquiries
reply to tess.1129@hotmail.com.

HELP WANTED

SEEKING MANDARIN-ENGLISH bilin-
gual student for help with conversa-
tional Mandarin. $20/hr, Upper West-
side. (917) 743-2584.

Yoga

& Spinning
Studio

LOST & FOUND

| LOST AWATCH ON DEC 3 at SIPA,
Altshul Auditorium (Chomsky event).
Has sentimental value. Reward prom-
ised. Work Koreana on dial. (917) 783-
7176. wood173@hotmail.com. James.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PSYCHOTHERAPY,HYPNOTHERAPY
and Healing: a holistic approach to self-
realization and empowerment. Accept
insurance or $55/student rate. Aley-
da Martinez Novotny, LCSW. (954)
599-2484. empoweringthespirit.vpweb.
com
LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS

The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component
in addition to the clinical consultation.
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

TROUBLED EATING? St Luke’s Hosp
(114 St/Amsterdam). Overweight in-
dividuals, 18-65, weekly individual or
group counseling. Low fee. (212) 523-
4180 or stlukes.weightloss@gmail.com
WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS?
St Luke’s Hosp (114 St/Amsterdam).
Overweight individuals, 18-65, weekly
indiv or group counseling. Low fee.
(212) 523-4180 or stlukes.weightloss
@gmail.com

SKI RENTAL

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

The
Practice

December 14,

HILLSDALE, NY:2BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.

ATTENTION FOREIGN STUDENTS:
Get your H-1B cases ready now! Num-
bers still available. The Citizenship &
Immigration Services (USCIS) is still
accepting new H-1B petitions for pro-
fessionals that count against the FY
2010 cap. Employers and profession-
als are urged to begin the H-1B peti-
tion process now. Usage is expected
to increase with the 2009-10 gradua-
tion season. Contact Attorney Sylvia
M Montan, PLLC for a consultation
and to start your process now. Free
consultation with this ad. Affordable
rates offered. Law Office of Sylvia M
Montan, PLLC, 45 Rockefeller Plaza,
Ste 2000, NY, NY 10111. (212) 332-
4488. www.montanlaw.com

CONSULTATION/INFORMATION

Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings.
(646) 241-1633.

* Bpin yoga classes
* floww yoga classes
* body mantra classos

= private pilloies

- yogi theragy/bodywork

* THN susponsion braining class
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Natasha Cline-Thomas for Spectator
DOUBLE-DOUBLE | Judie Lomax posted 25 points and 17 rebounds against Monmouth.

Light Blue erupts for 40 first-half points,
triumphs over Hawks, 70-54

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL from back page

Monmouth freshman Alysha Womack made a tough
jumper, Lomax took over. Following on her own miss,
Lomax secured the offensive board and found Shafer
for a 3-pointer. Lomax was then the recipient of a great
assist, as freshman Simpson, who saw a season-high
17 minutes because of Dwyers injury, had a beautiful
dish to give Lomax the layup. This made the score 28-8
with six minutes left in the half.

Columbia went on an 8-0 run to end the half, which
was capped by Barry making a tough contested shot on
the left baseline to increase the Light Blue lead 40-18.

In the second half, although Columbia had what
Nixon described as “mental lapses” which required
him to send Sara Yee and Barry into the game again,
the Lions were able to come out on top.

Lomax led the game in scoring despite battling
nagging injuries. She credits her recent dominance—
she had 30 points and 16 rebounds in a win against
Wagner on Tuesday—to her teammates.

“My teammates have really done a great job of getting
me the ball in places where I can be effective;” Lomax said.

“Weve been working in practice alot on our offenses and
finishing and really setting each other up””

Barry had 16 points, five rebounds, two blocks,
and a steal, continuing her impressive season. Senior
center Caitlin Stachon and Simpson also stepped in to
provide solid minutes as usual starter Dwyer played
just two minutes in the game due to injury.

Columbia also did a better job taking care of the
ball, turning the ball over just 12 times. They had
committed 68 turnovers the past three games.

For Monmouth, Womack played well on the
perimeter, contributing 14 points and three assists
and Gomez was solid in the post with 12 points
and 10 rebounds.

The Lions do not play again until Dec. 30 at Robert
Morris (5-3). Senior guard Angela Pace leads the way
for the Robert Morris Colonials, averaging 17 points,
six rebounds, and six assists a game. Key to the Light
Blue beating Robert Morris will be to limit Pace’s con-
tributions as well as to provide a solid team effort.

“There are a lot of areas we can still improve
on,” said Lomax. “Hopefully with the 17-day
break, it'll be a perfect time to improve in the
areas that we think are necessary”
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Lions lock down on defense in
second half to beat Bulldogs

MEN’S BASKETBALL from back page

“In the second half, we just wanted to
keep the intensity going,” Jones explained.
“And we were able to do that. I thought our
focus was really good”

The Light Blue finished the game with a season-
high 14 steals, scoring 22 points off of turnovers.

At the same time, it was forcing miscues on
the other end, Columbia had some issues itself
turning the ball over. Scott, Foley, and Agho, the
starting guards for the Light Blue, combined for
eight turnovers and only two assists.

“I thought we had some bad ones today;” said
Jones. “I think it was our fourth or fifth game in
thirteen days. And it was our second road game
in a row, and I think we were real sluggish in some
areas. There are some things we need to go over’”
However, Jones pointed out, for the game the
Lions only had 15 turnovers, just one more than
their team goal heading into each contest.

For the home team, freshman Raphael
Jordan led the way with 13 points in 31 min-
utes. Classmate Michael Chroney chipped in
10 points and 5 rebounds, while Chris Birrell
added eight points. Perhaps the player with
the biggest impact was not even in the game.
Senior Cecil Gresham, by far the Bulldogs’
leading scorer as well as the team’s statistical
co-leader in rebounds per game, was sidelined
by injury. His absence was severely felt on
Bryant’s end, as the Bulldogs failed to find a
go-to option on offense despite the efforts of
first-year competitors Chroney and Jordan.

The Bulldogs’ lack of identity on offense did
however indirectly work in their favor, at least
in the first half. Jones pointed to Gresham’s in-
jury as one of the factors in Columbia’s trouble
early on in dealing with Bryant’s offensive sets.
Because Gresham has played such a large role
for the Bulldogs so far this season, the Light
Blue had a tough time figuring out what to
expect from their opponents.

As a result of missing their star, the
Bulldogs tried to slow the tempo of the
game down and limit the Lions to fewer
opportunities on offense.

“They were really trying to score late in the
shot clock to try to slow the game down and
make it less possessions,” Jones said.

But figure it out they did, and thanks
in large part to the heightened defen-
sive pressure in the second 20 minutes,
Columbia now looks ahead to an 11-day
break with a winning record and a feeling
of optimism.

“I was very pleased with our mindset to-
day,” Jones said. “I was more pleased with
this game than with the Wagner game, to be
honest with you. I thought from start to fin-
ish they played a more complete basketball
game, even though it wasn’t perfect”

Jones seemed to think the team was com-
ing together, and ready to peak in time for
the Ivy League conference.

“We have a lot of guys who are just start-
ing to play together,” Jones said. “And it’s
going to take us some time before I feel like
were where we need to be. I think we're
moving in the right direction.”

The key to continuing to improve: consistently
having multiple threats on the offensive end.

“I think we have four guys who are capable
of, night in and night out, scoring in double
figures,” Jones said. “And with those guys in
double figures, I think were just a lot better”

And so while other students are at home
for winter break, the Lions will be busy con-
tinuing to come together in a slew of non-
conference contests. On Dec. 23 Columbia
will travel to Quinnipiac before returning
home to host Maine on Dec. 30.

On Jan. 4, the Lions bring in the New
Year with a home date against American.
After travelling to Easton, Penn. to take on
Lafayette two days later, Columbia plays
their final Ivy League tune-up on Jan. 11
against St. Francis (NY) in Levien Gym. On
Jan. 16, the Ivy League schedule begins with
a matchup against reigning league champ
Cornell in Ithaca, N.Y.

The Lions have their conference home
opener against the Big Red the very next
weekend on Jan. 23, just days after stu-
dents return to campus. Six games sepa-
rate Saturday’s win in Smithfield, R.I. and
Cornell’s visit to Morningside Heights.
Whether or not the Light Blue continues
to come together on the offensive end will
go a long way to determining how it fares
during that all-important interlude.

Columbia fans have nothing to worry
about, football isn’t going anywhere

VELAZQUEZ from back page

doesn’t offer scholarships, which means that
money isn’t given to players that could have
gone to other students.

The other explanation for why Columbia
football is here to stay is because the school
needs to keep up with the rest of the Ivy
League. It would be a terrible decision for
the University as a whole to discontinue
football because that would give an edge to
every other Ivy school in terms of recruit-
ing students. A lack of a football team could
also drive current and/or potential donors
away, which actually hurts present and fu-
ture students. Northeastern’s biggest rival
is Boston University and in order to save
face in Boston, the Huskies need to keep up
with the Terriers. Since BU doesn't have a
football team, it doesn’t hurt the rivalry for
Northeastern to drop football—it just gives

them more time to focus on hockey sea-
son. Here at Columbia, we may not have a
rival, but it is absolutely necessary for the
University to keep up with the rest of the Ivy
League—which makes it even crazier that
there is no varsity men’s lacrosse team, but
that’s a different issue altogether.

While these two reasons might be the
main ones for why I believe Columbia foot-
ball isn’t going anywhere, it doesn’t hurt that
there’s hope for the future. Of course, a 4-6
record wasn’t what the team or its fans envi-
sioned at the start of the season, but three Ivy
wins and a strong corps of returning talent
bodes well for next year. And who knows,
maybe one of the guys from Hofstra or
Northeastern will end up here in 2010.

Matt Velazquez is a Columbia College senior
majoring in history.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Don't worry
CU fans, footballs
here to stay

ast weekend I
went home to
Connecticut

to watch my high
school football
team compete in its
first state champi-
onship game in our
school’s history. The

MATT game itself didn’t

VELAZQUEZ  govery well, but
THE that’s not the point
X-EACTOR of this column. The

biggest surprise of
my trip home was
that Plainville High
School-my school’s Thanksgiving day rival
and from the town I grew up playing sports
in-had dropped its football program.

The end of Plainville High School foot-
ball itself doesn't really bother me. Sure,

I grew up and spent most of my youth in
Plainville, but the only reason I liked play-
ing against the Blue Devils was to beat all
the guys who had become my secret nem-
eses while playing sports with or against
them as a child. What got to me was that
the recent and all too common trend of
football programs being dropped finally hit
close to home.

In the past few weeks, Hofstra and
Northeastern have discontinued their foot-
ball programs, both citing lack of atten-
dance and the high cost of operation. Even
the NFL isn’t immune to these problems,
as the Jacksonville Jaguars are strug-
gling to maintain an audience in northern
Florida and many other teams-even good
ones-have struggled to fill the seats every
week. The NFL aside, the plight of Hofstra
and Northeastern should be of interest to
Columbia fans. These teams struggled with
some of the same problems that Columbia
has in the past, including inconsistent re-
sults on the field and trouble getting people
to attend games.

Anyone who follows Columbia foot-
ball knows that since 1961, successes have
been few and far between. Case in point,
the Lions have recorded just four win-
ning seasons since winning their only Ivy
League title. While each team has had their
ups and downs, Hofstra and Northeastern
have both had legitimate successes in the
past 15 years. The Pride has made the FCS
playoft five times and advanced to the sec-
ond round twice, while the Huskies hosted
Fordham in the FCS playofts in 2002. Both
programs have gone through their fair
share of struggles this decade, but I'm sure
any Lions fan would kill to have seen a sev-
en-or eight-win season—Ilet alone a record
above .500—in the past 10 years.

In the end, for both schools, the decision
to discontinue their football programs came
down to money and lack of attendance.
One of Hofstra’s main problems is that
many students don’t live on campus and
the Pride pulled just 4,260 people per home
game this season. In separate discussions
with people affiliated with Northeastern—a
current student and an alumnus—I was told
that nobody at the school cares about the
football team and the stadium is just too far
away. They weren't kidding—the Huskies
ranked 115th in the FCS in attendance this
year with just 1,596 fans per home game.

The lack of attendance issue is one that
affects the Columbia football program, as
the Lions pulled the lowest crowds of any
team in the Ivy League with just 4,027 peo-
ple at each home game—down from 4,127
in 2008. The distance of Lawrence A. Wien
Stadium from campus, despite the free fan
buses to the games, is just too much for
many Columbia students—something that
helped kill Northeastern football. For those
of you that might argue that Ivy League
football is a hard sell, I give you Yale, which
despite finishing lower than the Light Blue
in the standings this year, averaged the
third-most fans per game with 21,245. That
many fans and the Bulldogs didn't even
host “The Game” this year!

Given everything I've just said, you're
probably wondering if Columbia football
could endure the same fate as Hofstra and
Northeastern. You don’t need to worry,
though; it’s not going to happen here.

So why is football going to live on here
in Morningside Heights... er... Inwood
you might ask? There are two main reasons
that the program is not going anywhere
and the first is that it is not hemorrhag-
ing money like programs at some other
schools. Attendance may be relatively low,
but the money that the football team uses
isn’t being taken away from other students
or the University at large because it mainly
operates with the Athletic Department’s
funds and donations from wealthy alums
like Bill Campbell and Robert Kraft. In
fact, it could be argued that many dona-
tions that are made to the school come
from people because they have a tie to the
school through the football program—
the aforementioned Campbell and Kraft
are proof of that. It also helps that, un-
like Hofstra and Northeastern, Columbia
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SOLID PERFORMANCE | Forward Brian Grimes tallied 12 points and
seven rebounds in the Lions second consecutive road win.

Second-half surge secures
CU’s win over Bryant

BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

On Saturday, Columbia picked up its
second straight road win by handling
Bryant comfortably in a 69-57 game
that the Lions blew open with a strong
second-half performance. The Light
Blue found themselves holding a tenu-
ous three-point lead at halftime after
the Bulldogs connected on a 3-pointer
with eight seconds left before the break.
With the win, the Lions’ record is now
5-4 while the Bulldogs fall to 0-10.

Columbia opened the second half
with a 7-2 run and continued to
dominate throughout, opening up an
11-point lead midway through the
half. Sophomore guard Noruwa Agho
continued his strong play and main-
tained his hot streak, following up a
career-high 30 points against Wagner
by scoring 23 points on 9-of-12 shoot-
ing. Agho was a big part of the Lions’
push to distance themselves from the
host Bulldogs in the second half, as 15
of his points came after halftime.

Columbia spread the points around
on the afternoon. Four Light Blue play-
ers registered double-digit points, with
junior Brian Grimes pulling down sev-
en rebounds to go with his 12 points.
Senior guards Patrick Foley and Niko
Scott each contributed ten points, while

Asenso Ampim came off the bench to
pull down a team-high 11 rebounds.

Head coach Joe Jones attributed
his team’s offensive balance to the co-
hesion his squad is developing as the
team gets more time together.

“I think we're just getting more used to
playing together,” Jones said. “We didn't
have the luxury of having this group to-
gether last year,” he continued, citing the
Light Blue’s plethora of offseason injuries
and changing roles. “With Pat Foley at full
strength, Brian Grimes, John Daniels, and
Mark Cisco, those are four guys that didn’t
play [much or] at all last year. Noruwa is
in a different role than he was last year”

Yet the game, a tale of two halves, hinged
not on the Lions’ offense but on their abil-
ity to turn up the pressure on the defensive
end. Jones explained that in the first half
the Lions were caught off guard by a few of-
fensive sets from the Bulldogs, and needed
halftime to go over defensive assignments.

“We made some adjustments at half-
time,” Jones said, “on a couple of sets that
they ran that we needed to go over. [In the
first half] they caught us on some layups.”

Once Jones and the team broke from
halftime the problems seemed to have
been solved. Columbia wreaked havoc on
Bryant’s offense, limiting them to six points
in the first 7:06 of the second half.

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 7

Lomax, Barry combine for 41 points in Light Blue victory

BY MICHAEL ZHONG
Spectator Staff Writer

Judie Lomax dominated the paint with 25 points
and 17 rebounds and Kathleen Barry posted a superb
all-around game, helping women’s basketball im-
prove to 6-4 with a 70-54 rout versus Monmouth.

The Lions had question marks on two of
their key players. Judie Lomax was injured dur-
ing practice, making her status uncertain, and
Lauren Dwyer hurt her shoulder diving for a
loose ball a minute into the match.

However, Columbia showed its grit with Dwyer
and Lomax making shots early on as Columbia

stormed ahead. After that, Columbia forward Barry
nailed a 3-pointer to make the score 12-0.

Monmouth center Chanel Gomez, who finished
the game with 12 points and 10 rebounds, scored a
layup to finally put the Hawks on the scoreboard.

Their celebration was short-lived as Lomax found
Columbia guard Danielle Browne cutting into the lane
for alayup to extend the Lions’ lead to 14-2. Barry then
displayed her defensive versatility, intercepting a pass
and blocking a shot in the next few plays.

“She fills the entire box score all the way
across,” Columbia head coach Paul Nixon said of
Barry. “She’s just a great player. She’s the unsung
hero of the team because she doesn’t necessary

put up monster numbers but she just gives us
so much.”

Following Barry’s stretch of defensive plays,
Browne contributed to Columbia’s shutdown
defense, intercepting a long ball that Monmouth
freshman Adriana Allen tossed to try to get
past the Light Blue full-court press. The play
after that, Columbia sophomore Melissa Shafer
heaved the ball across the court to lead a streak-
ing Tyler Simpson in for a layup to make the
score 16-2 with ten minutes left in the half.

With seven minutes left in the half, after

SEE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page 7

WINTER SPORTS
SCHEDULE

MEN’S BASKETBALL
AT Quinnipiac, Dec. 23
vs. MaiNE, Dec. 30
vs. AMERICAN, Jan. 4
AT LAFAYETTE, JAN. 6
vs. ST. Franas (NY), Jan. 11
AT CORNELL, JAN. 23

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

AT RogerT Morris, Dec. 30

vs. AMERICAN, JaN. 2

AT N.C. State, Jan. 4
AT ST. Franas (NY), Jan. 11
AT CORNELL, JaN. 16

FENCING

AT NorTH American Cup, Jan. 15-18

MEN’S SWIMMING

AT Bucknert, Jan. 17

WOMEN’S SWIMMING

AT Bucknert, Jan. 17

WRESTLING

vs. GEORGE Mason, Jan. 3
vs. OHio STATE, Jan. 3

AT Pit7 Dukts, Jan. 9
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