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A&E, page 3

Columbia alum’s
poetic quest for truth

“Water the Moon,” CC
alumna Fiona Sze Lorrain’s
first book of poetry, presents
seemingly factual stories
inspired by her family and her
life traversing the globe.

Opinion, page 4

Rely on me,
myself, and I?
Derek Turner knows that

we all need somebody to
lean on ... but whom?

Sports, page 6

Lions drop close
game to Pioneers

Men's basketball lost its second
consecutive game, as it fell to
Sacred Heart 60-55. A 20-7
run by the Pioneers to close
out the game spoiled a second-
half, Light Blue comeback

Tree Lighting Ceremony

CCSC and the Blue Key
Society will host the annual
lighting of the trees along
College Walk with holiday
refreshments, speakers, and
performances by campus a
cappella groups. Bring a can
of food for donation.

College Walk, 5:45-7 p.m.

The Sandwich Generation

Columbia’s Office of Work/
Life hosts a seminar titled
“Squished in the Sandwich
Generation” on setting
priorities and meeting the
challenges of being both a
parent and a caretaker to an
aging relative.

Lerner Hall, Room 477,

12-1 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“It’s interesting to see that
when overseas, people are
much more spirited about
their Columbia background.”

—Aileen Yan,
SEAS 11

columbiaspectator.com

News around the clock

Just like you, the news never
sleeps. Check out our Web
site 24/7 for campus and city
news that matters to you.

REAL ESTATE WATCH

BY AARON KIERSH
Spectator Staff Writer

Despite tumbling real estate pric-
es in Harlem, experts say there may
be hope on the horizon.

According to developers,
landowners, and neighbor-
hood brokers, real estate prices
across northern Manhattan have
dropped dramatically in the past
year as a result of the econom-
ic downturn. Yet Web sites that
track these statistics have report-
ed slight market price increases
since the last quarter in uptown
Manbhattan, and some local bro-
kers have also reported anecdot-
ally that the traffic of sales seems
to be gaining momentum.

Down and up

Statistics from the real estate
tracking portal StreetEasy present
a mixed picture of price changes
in the turbulent market. For the
third quarter of 2009, StreetEasy
reported that among condos that
experienced price cuts, those in
northern Manhattan suffered
larger drops than those in any
other region of the borough, de-
clining by 8.9 percent as opposed

Possibility of
hope for Harlem
housing market

to the 8.4 percent average across
Manbhattan.

But on the whole, the area fi-
nally saw an increase in average
prices. “Since last quarter, upper
Manbhattan’s average and median
prices increased by 10.5 percent and
12 percent, respectively; according
to the latest StreetEasy report.

Though the overall market has
shown this slight increase—a pos-
sible sign of recovery—landlords
and real estate agents said the
large drops in condo prices are
difficult to ignore.

“It’s rough right now for bro-
kers,” Erdene Greene, an inde-
pendent broker who has worked
out of Harlem for more than a
decade, said. Prospective buyers
are much more inclined to rent,
Greene noted, adding, “Things
are staying on the market for lon-
ger. There is a lot more supply but
less demand. Properties used to
move much faster, but now there

are tons of rentals.”
Stability and hope

Beyond this grim scene for bro-
kers, experts say there have been
some positive changes in the real
estate market around Columbia’s
campus.

For Michael Buckley, the director
of special programs at the Graduate
School of Architecture, Planning,
and Preservation and a former di-
rector of the institute’s real estate
program, “The situation is stable
in Morningside Heights because of
Columbia’s presence”

He added, “Apartment prices are
stable because there is a fixed mar-
ket. There is excess supply in other
parts of the city, there are new devel-
opments but there is price depres-
sion. In Morningside, they have not
been building a lot of new stuff”

Bruce Dale, senior vice president
for the Community Preservation
Corporation, a lender and devel-
oper that often works in Harlem,
said that he generally agreed that
there has been some good news for
local real estate. “The market is be-
ginning to show signs of survival,’

SEE REAL ESTATE, page 2

State gears up
for education

reform

National Race to the Top
encourages local change

BY SHIRA POLIAK
Columbia Daily Spectator

The long drive to reform New York schools has
become an urgent race to the top.

The national Race to the Top competition of-
fers $4.3 billion to states that initiate compelling
education reforms and is funded by the federal
stimulus package. On Monday night, New York
State Education Commissioner David Steiner and
New York State Board of Regents Cancellor Merryl
Tisch—BC ’77 and a Teachers College alumna—
appeared at TC to discuss the state’s plans for edu-
cation reform.

To qualify for funding, states must create a data-
base with educational information for students in
pre-kindergarten through college; establish com-
mon standards for English, language, and math
curricula; close failing schools; and meet teacher
accreditation standards. While the competition
is fierce, as 43 states are applying, Tisch said New
York would be a strong contender.

If New York receives stimulus money, Steiner
wants to increase funding for high schools with
graduation rates under 50 percent as well as those
that pass students unprepared for the next grade.
Steiner emphasized that the proposals the state is
developing extend beyond the immediate context
of stimulus funds.

“We have not tailored our sails to the Race to the
Top,” he said. “We have not undermined our mis-
sion for federal dollars. Where there is overlap, we
welcome it

He noted that teachers must be encouraged “to
teach in the most challenging schools, to focus on rich
educational experiences and pedagogical skills,” and
he presented a pilot program—controversial among
some attendees—under which teachers could receive
a master’s in education without attending an institute
for higher education. Steiner called on the Board
of Education to draft curricula emphasizing meta-
cognition skills such as problem solving and critical
thinking in addition to the basic areas of language,

Barnard debates science
requirement, labs

BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard students and ad-
ministrators put the college’s
science requirement under a
microscope Monday night at a
town hall forum.

In the Nine Ways of Knowing
curriculum, students must com-
plete two semesters of the same
scientific discipline along with
corresponding labs. While many
students complained about this
requirement at the forum, faculty
emphasized its contribution to a
well-rounded education.

Professor Stephanie Pfirman,
chair of the environmental science
department, opened the discussion
with statistics from a 2006 study
that surveyed 510 college gradu-
ates from 1997-2001 as well as 305
“business leaders.” Of the employers
surveyed, 82 percent said the edu-
cation they most highly valued in
staff was scientific and technologi-
cal in nature. Pfirman argued that
the science requirement at Barnard
teaches students “skill-building and
concept analysis,” teamwork skills,
and real-world project applications
that will be valuable after college.

“Science is still an area where
women are quite behind,” astronomy

professor Laura Kay said. The only
way students can fight that ste-
reotype, she explained, is to learn
science.

Most students present agreed
that it was important to have a sci-
ence requirement in some form.

“Yes, I believe it is indispensable;”
Séverine Losembe, BC 13, said.

“I think we most definitely do
need a science requirement,” Sara
Lederman, BC ’12, added. “You
need to have hands-on time in
order to fully understand and ap-
ply the information.”

Cassie van Stolk-Cooke, BC’12,
agreed, stating, “The purpose of a
liberal arts education is to give you
an expansive basic understanding
of many things. It wouldn't be so
without a science requirement.”

Students’ complaints cen-
tered around the proper exe-
cution of the requirement in a
liberal arts college.

“The real problem is what
that requirement includes,”
Lederman said.

Lesedi Mbatha, BC’12, argued
that a laboratory component is
more important for some students
than others, such as for “the people
taking bio or chem who need the

SEE SCIENCE, page 2

Haley Vecchiarelli / Senior staff photographer
SHE BLINDED ME WITH SCIENCE | Barnard professor Laura Key

File photo

SEE EDUCATION, page 2

Photo illustration by Jin Chen

NATURAL GROWTH | Atop the Diana Center, a green roof will provide social space and resources for
biology students. The building itself has been constructed to be environmentally sustainable.

Diana goes green, opts for sustainability

BY MARGAUX GROUX
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard’s new Diana Center
may be bright orange at the
moment, but planners and ar-
chitects plan to make sure the
building “goes green”

When the Diana opens in
2010, it will follow in the foot-
steps of a number of recently
renovated Columbia struc-
tures opting for sustainability,
as it has a certified silver rating
from Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design. The
newly renovated Columbia
Faculty House was also LEED
certified.

“Barnard is really consci-
entious of our community
and also our environment,”
said Giselle Léon, BC "10 and
vice president of communica-
tions of the Barnard Student
Government Association, said.
Léon is also a member of the
Diana Opening Committee.

The Diana will include a host

features, such as a daylight
dimming system and recycled
building materials. Perhaps the
most visually striking feature
of the Diana Center will be the
green planted roof, which can
help to reduce storm runoff,
extend the life of the roofing
membrane, and reduce the heat
load of the building. The roof
will also provide an additional
social area for students as well
as resources for the biology
department.

The Diana’s plumbing sys-
tem will include low-flow fau-
cets and fixtures to reduce wa-
ter consumption in addition to
a high-efficiency condensing
boiler that will heat the build-
ing. This system will use a
heat exchanger to capture heat
that would otherwise be lost.
Automated shades in some of
the spaces will reduce the heat
load of the building, and these
motorized shades will be con-
nected to photo sensors and
will adjust according to day-

Although the glass facade
of the Diana does not seem to
match the rest of Barnard’s archi-
tectural aesthetic, administrators
say it will provide practical ben-
efits. The use of low-emissivity
glass will reflect heat back to its
source so that in the summer,
heat will be prevented from en-
tering the building, and in the
winter, heat will be retained.
Skylights and abundant win-
dows will provide natural light
throughout the building, reduc-
ing the amount of energy spent
on artificial lighting.

Barnard is currently work-
ing on improving the facades of
many of the older buildings in
an effort to reduce heat losses
across campus. More exten-
sive recycling centers were also
added in several locations last
year to allow students to safe-
ly dispose of materials such as
light bulb and batteries.

Vice president of admin-
istration and capital planning

speaks to students about the merits of the science requirement. | of environmentally friendly light conditions. SEE DIANA, page 2
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LAB GAB | Barnard students defend the science requirement, with minor modifications.

BC debates science requirement

SCIENCE from front page

lab to understand the material”

Many criticized the length of the labs. “I
think itss a bit inconvenient ... because the
lab takes up about three hours on any given
day, Mbatha added.

Van Stolke-Cooke suggested an alterna-
tive. “I feel that you can garner exactly what
you need from an introductory course with
an excellent professor;” she said.

Students also said that they are frustrated
by scheduling conflicts and restrictive course
tracks. Mary Delsener, BC ’12, said she has
been unable to find a lab time that does
not conflict with her major requirements.
The limited spaces in psychology labs are
assigned by a lottery system, leaving many
students who want to take a lab during a par-
ticular semester unable to do so.

Others said they disliked the main sec-
tions of science offered—astronomy, biology,
chemistry, environmental science, physics,
and psychology—and suggested other lab
sciences based on sustainability or archaeol-
ogy. Some students suggested an interdisci-
plinary survey course involving more than
one science or argued that students should

Educators meet at TC to discuss reform

EDUCATION from front page

grammar, and math. Two panelists at
the discussion, TC Associate Dean of
Teacher Education A. Lin Goodwin
and TC sociology professor Aaron
Pallas, analyzed the initiatives Steiner
presented and the overall educational
policy in New York.

“Good teachers are never against
accountability—what they are against
is using small snapshots of information
to determine teachers’ evaluations,”
Goodwin said, criticizing the practice
of evaluating teachers based on their
students’ test scores.

Goodwin cited studies showing
that elementary and middle school
students are devoting more time to
test preparation and less time to sub-
jects like social studies and art that
foster critical thinking and creativ-
ity. He also noted that the initiatives
Tisch and Steiner are spearheading
could address that problem.

“Is learning just about the test?”
she asked the audience comprised

mostly of educators.

be able to switch science tracks after the first
semester if they dislike their initial choice.
If Barnard decides to rework the require-
ment, changes will have to be recommend-
ed and considered by the Committee on
Instruction, a group comprised of students
and faculty members. The committee “may
then decide whether to put forth a recom-
mendation ... to the faculty asa whole” Dean
of Studies Karen Blank wrote in an e-mail re-
garding what could be a lengthy process.
Barnard’s Student Government
Association held an abbreviated meet-
ing after the town hall in which members
briefly went over the evening’s forum.
Katie Palillo, BC ’10 and SGA president,
said that the board also brainstormed
discussion topics—such as the re-ac-
creditation process—in preparation for
President Debora Spar’s scheduled ap-
pearance at next week’s meeting.

“It's not realistic to try to guess the time
line on this initiative,” Palillo said. She
claimed that the administration went into
the town hall with “absolutely no agenda,’
but emerged with ideas and will “work off
of the suggestions made”

news@columbiaspectator.com

“It ought not

Steiner responded by stating that the
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Columbia launches new Global Centers

BY SCOTT LEVI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia’s aspirations to become
a “global university” will count a
tangible achievement in 2010 when
Global Centers are scheduled to
launch in Mumbeai, India and Paris,
France.

And this time, the globaliza-
tion project is targeted towards
undergraduates.

In addition to launching the
Arabic Summer Program at the
Columbia University Middle East
Research Center in Amman, Jordan,
the Center for Career Education will
also work with the University’s offic-
es in Beijing, China. This collabora-
tion will provide summer internship
opportunities in Beijing overseen by
the Columbia Experience Overseas
program. For the first time, stu-
dents will also be able to apply for
internships in Shanghai, China and
in Singapore.

In the past, CEO participants have
found internships by networking with
the web of alumni living in their cit-
ies of interest. Now, CCE adminis-
trators argue that Columbia’s physi-
cal presence in Beijing will facilitate
connections with local professionals,
keep interns closely connected to the
University, and—as in all other cen-
ters, according to CCE—help to raise
the University’s profile in the region.

CCE's initiative is not a deliberate
attempt to support the expansion of
Global Centers in what is still the pro-
gram’s fledgling period, but it came
about naturally in response to admin-
istrative interest.

“We want to grow the number of
opportunities and locations these
programs will be provided in,” Kavita
Sharma, dean of CCE, said. She hopes
that, as students take jobs at multina-
tional and local companies in Asian

cities, they will assist in familiarizing
corporations and nonprofits with the
University while strengthening the
role of local alumni associations.

Heather Perceval, director of ex-
periential education and student en-
terprises, described the “intercon-
nectivity” of companies with offices
in New York, Asia, and other global
cities, which has enabled CCE to form
bonds with new partners.

“When were working with an
employer in London, in Beijing, in
Shanghai, we're talking about the
larger picture, Sharma added, not-
ing that an internship with under-
graduates can easily lead to calls for
employment after graduation for
both undergraduate and graduate
students.

CCE kicked off its overseas in-
ternship program for undergradu-
ates in 2005. The number of offer-
ings has increased since 2007, now
including posts in Hong Kong and
London. Students apply for positions
during the school year, undergo in-
terviews at Columbia, and are then
selected by recruiters overseas who
obtain recommendations from the
University. In the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year, CCE received 500 ap-
plications for 90 positions. While
some of the new internships in Asia
will require language proficiency,
these are separate from study abroad
and language learning programs.
Perceval said that CEO is organizing
internships for eight to 10 students
in each of the Asian cities.

But while the Beijing center hosts
networking events for students,
Sharma said, CCE’s presence there
will add to an already growing set
of University services. The Beijing
Center currently hosts an intern
who is studying abroad and has be-
gun to serve as a gathering place for
alumni.

“CGC Beijing organized a social
for the Columbia in Beijing pro-
gram [a Chinese language summer
program], visiting CU students and
alumni in August,” Beijing center di-
rector Xiaobo Lii told Spectator in an
interview in October. “Some 60 peo-
ple came on a hot summer night”

CCE also assigns each CEO intern
an alumni mentor during the intern’s
time abroad. Aileen Yan, SEAS ’11,
said that while she was in Hong Kong
this past summer, alumni reached
out to her and her fellow interns—
inviting them to dinner, introduc-
ing them to the city’s nightlife and
corporate sector, and intermingling
at the Ivy Ball, where everyone sang
the Columbia fight song.

“Its interesting to see that when
overseas, people are much more spir-
ited about their Columbia background,”
Yan said. Nayia Moysidis, CC ’11, and
Graham Johnson, SEAS ’11, reported
similar experiences from their intern-
ships in London.

In attempt to further utilize the
Global Centers for undergradu-
ate purposes, the Office of Global
Centers is teaming up with the Office
of Global Programs, which supervis-
es study abroad opportunities. One
possible project would be to launch
study abroad programs lasting less
than a term at the Global Centers, ac-
cording to professor Kenneth Prewitt,
director of the Global Centers.

The office has not yet announced
who will head the Mumbai and Paris
Global Centers, though Prewitt says
the office is in conversation with pro-
spective directors. The office is also
considering opening three or four
centers around Africa and setting
up an additional office on campus
to monitor all of the Global Centers’
administrative work on the African
continent.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Hope for real estate in Harlem

REAL ESTATE from front page

to be, but we are moving in that
direction.”

Pallas was more critical of Tisch’s
and Steiner’s proposals.

“The state assessment system is
broken and can’t be fixed overnight,”
Pallas said, asking, “How much is the
Board of Education willing to invest
in seeing how teachers teach students
to act and think?” Echoing Goodwin,
he emphasized that the teacher assess-
ment process requires more compre-
hensive measures than simply analyz-
ing test scores.

Pallas was skeptical of the Board of
Education’s proposal to award mas-
ter’s degrees independent of higher
education institutions, calling it “a
serious threat to the nature of gradu-
ate education.”

He added, “This turns the Board
of Education into a giant education
school—doesn’t the organization
have enough problems?” to which
the audience responded with roar-
ing laughter.

proposal “is just the beginning of a con-
versation” and noted that the current
teacher education system is not working
either. “Students come out of graduate
schools and are unprepared to teach in
urban settings,” he said.

The audience response was largely
positive.

“No doubt we can have better
teachers,” said Tonia Lovejoy, pro-
gram manager for Reach the World,
a nonprofit that works with New York
City public schools. She added, “But
we need to focus on the quality of
administration”—an issue the panel
did not address.

Like Pallas, Laura Anglin, president
of the Commission on Independent
Colleges and Universities, was most
concerned about the master’s degree
initiative. But she said she was “happy
with the Board’s open lines of commu-
nication with the stakeholders, so that
we can ensure that the changes will be
beneficial for everybody”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Diana to be environmentally friendly

DIANA from front page

Lisa Gamsu said that these measures
come at a cost, though new construc-
tion technologies have reduced the
price of sustainable building.

“It's more expensive, but it’s not sig-
nificantly more expensive,” she said.
The greatest expense, she explained,

is the process of getting certified by
LEED, which requires very detailed
documentation and is usually taken
care of by a hired consultant.

New York State does its part to off-
set the financial difficulties of devel-
opers who choose to make their proj-
ects sustainable. Barnard received
an initiative award of $135,676 from

the New York State Energy Research
and Development Authority for the
inclusion of green features in the
Diana. Although this funding does
not nearly cover the Diana’s costs, it
is part of an ongoing effort in New
York to encourage builders to look
towards sustainability.
news@columbiaspectator.com

he said, adding that he suspects sales will
start to pick up soon.

“Life goes on—people need a place to
live,” he added.

David Daniels, a senior associate
at The Corcoran Group, sees signals
of market recovery already. “The
traffic has picked up in the past few
months,” he said, citing an increase
in demand.

He added that on a recent Wednesday
night open house for a condo on 123rd
Street, 14 people showed. “That’s not
dead,” he said regarding how this turn-
out reflected the market at large. “That’s
just far from the market being cold”

Still a ways to go

Yet Greene and some locals view these
hopeful signs as only minor.

According to Greene, a brownstone
in the West 120s that would usually
sell for over a million dollars was re-
cently sold for $800,000. A property
in the same area was recently sold for
$595,000, an indication that prices
are still tumbling. A nearby $2.5 mil-
lion property was taken off the market
when no buyer could be found.

Low-income residents in the area
are not immune to price fluctuations,
some housing experts say. Rent traps

and anxious landlords press local ten-
ants, according to Melvin Christian,
the Community Board 10 housing
chair. Landlords are presented with
the dilemma of keeping tenants who
are unable to make payments or fail-
ing to find replacements. Renters who
once sought to sell their properties
and move elsewhere are “sitting still”
with “plans falling by the wayside,”
Christian explained.

He added, “I have friends that this is
happening to, and I also hear from peo-
ple coming by the board. I hear from
landlords whether there are additional
programs to assist them, whether they
can grab some stimulus money. I hear
it, I feel it all the time.”

Christian said that Harlem’s elected of-
ficials are doing their part to improve the
situation. He praised two Democrats, State
Senator Bill Perkins—whose district in-
cludes the Columbia campus—and State
Assemblyman Keith Wright—who repre-
sents central Harlem—for “doing what they
can do given the circumstances, telling us
about programs and making things stable?”

For Buckley, though, political solu-
tions can only go so far to solve wide-
spread market problems—economic
fixes are necessary. “Nothing can be
done about this, except an economic up-
swing,” he said, adding, “It may be awhile
before employment comes back”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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CORRECTION

The Vera Pavlova event preview, “Poetry will take on a multilingual twist at event,” published yesterday stated that Alla Rachkov
and Maksim Hanukai, graduate students in the Slavic department, are co-coordinating the reading. Rachkov, however, is not a
graduate student; she is an employee of the Harriman Institute in charge of event scheduling and was not interviewed by the
writer. Rather, the other graduate student interviewed was Anna Dvigubski. Spectator regrets the error.
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Webisodes
offer
alternative
to original

BY LOGAN HOFSTEIN
Spectator Staff Writer

The future of television
won’t be on TV. It will be on
the Internet.

As streaming shows on
the Internet becomes more
accessible to college stu-
dents, networks have to fig-
ure out how to deal with this
growing demand.

Enter the “webisode” A
webisode is online content,
usually two to five minutes
long, that can be an origi-
nal series or a piece based
on a popular TV show.
Webisodes frequently cen-
ter on either minor or new
characters and have stories
that are somewhat related to
the primary show on TV.

With YouTube, Current TV,
and Funny or Die creating an
outlet for original online con-
tent, webisodes are becoming
increasingly widespread.

As these online shorts
have become more and
more popular, webisodes
have become a large part of
the attraction for shows like
“Heroes,” “Lost,” “The Office,”
and “Breaking Bad”

“Grey’s Anatomy” has
continued the tradition,
having recently premiered
its new webisode series
“Seattle Grace: On Call”
while it continues to have
strong ratings on air.

But although webisodes
have been met with popular-
ity, a show’s on-air success
does not guarantee the suc-
cess of online content. “I only
watch webisodes when there
is nothing else to watch,” Ari
Frydman, JTS/GS ’10, said.
“I don’t watch them regu-
larly. The storylines aren’t
interesting enough to keep
me tuning in”

“The quality also
isn’t very good,” Hannah
Mackler, BC’11, said. “Take,
for example, ‘Nowhere
Man, one of Heroes’s for-
mer webisode series. The
camera is shaky and the
writing isn’t the greatest. It
also follows a character that
I'm not that fond of. But the
episodes were only three or
four minutes long and the
series short, so I watched
them anyway”

However, not all webi-
sodes are created equal. “I
love “The Office’ and the on-
line episodes are so funny;,’
Alexandria Ross, BC’11, said.
“They really capture the spirit
of the show and give me more
of the characters I love”

The differences between
“The Office” and “Heroes”
webisodes can be traced back
to those who work both be-
hind and in front of the cam-
era. “The Office” webisodes
use many of the same talents
for writing, directing, and
acting, whereas “Heroes”
uses a different creative team
and follows new and minor
characters—its many online
shows deal more with the ex-
panded universe.

The current “Heroes” se-
ries, “Slow Burn” has more
relevance to its current TV
season than some of its pre-
decessors. Mackler likes that
the webisode corresponds
to the aired show “because
it really adds to the show.
Some of the characters that
we don’t get to know in the
show are explored in the
online series, which just
enhances the experience on
the television”

“Seattle Grace: On Call,”
the new online webisode
series of “Grey’s Anatomy,’
follows a similar pattern
to “Heroes” webisodes—it
follows minor characters
and contains dialogue that
sounds different from dia-
logue in the original show.
The online content may not
be up to par with the cor-
responding TV shows, but
the webisodes fulfill the net-
works’ intended purposes.

“Watching them makes me
want to see more;,” Ross said.
And, of course, network supply
comes with consumer demand.

Fact or fiction, Sze-Lorrain’s poetry exceeds truth

BY KATE WELSH
Columbia Daily Spectator

Fiona Sze-Lorrain, CC ’03,
is on a quest for a strange sort
of truth: one that depicts her
reality in precisely the way she
wants to know it.

In her first book of poetry,
“Water the Moon” (Marick
Press, November 2009), Sze-
Lorrain presents her entire
life—from first memories to
seemingly recent dinner par-
ties—with elegance, boldness,
and, perhaps most importantly,
complete believability. She free-
ly admitted, however, that most
of the poems “are not necessar-
ily true ... It’s like what Emily
Dickinson said: You tell the
truth but you tell it slant”

While Sze-Lorrain’s poems
may not be entirely factual,
the sentiments she conveys
throughout her work undoubt-
edly are. “Par Avion” is a poem
about a daughter receiving a let-
ter from her father filled with
“nothing but instructions, /
Confucian wisdom,” and the an-
guish is palpable. The daughter
desperately wishes for more of
an emotional exchange rather
than the passionless reitera-
tion of an ancient philosopher’s
words, and the reader cannot
help but ache for her.

This poem is part of the
first of three sections that Sze-
Lorrain used to organize “Water

the Moon.” Titled “Biography of
Hunger,” it deals primarily with
her attempt to understand more
about her family. Due to politi-
cal unrest, Sze-Lorrain’s relatives
scattered all over the world. Sze-
Lorrain moved from Singapore
to England with her parents, and
the fragmentation of her family
was never addressed.

“I don’t know a lot about
what happened because nobody
wants to talk about it,” she ex-
plained. “So I ... tried to find
that out, and the more I find
out, the more I realize I don’t
know.” She discovered that writ-
ing down stories about her fam-
ily—even if they weren’t true—
helped her to resolve some of
her lingering questions.

Despite the impact that her
relatives had on her writing, Sze-
Lorrain believes that only part of
a person can be shaped by familial
influence. The other part, “what
makes you you,” is addressed in the
other sections of “Water the Moon.”
The second section is titled “Dear
Paris”—an ode to the City of Light
and to the world in general. Living
on either side of the Atlantic—she
spends time in both New York City
and Paris—gives Sze-Lorrain a self-
professed “cross-cultural energy;”
which permeates all aspects of her
poetry. In a poem called “China,”
amention of fortune cookies made
in Ohio mingles with a generous
peppering of French words and a
nod to the Chinese poet Li Po.

And Li Po is not the only art-
ist who receives acknowledge-
ment. The entirety of the third
section of “Water the Moon,”
titled “The Key Always Opens,”
is dedicated to the influence of
other creative people in Sze-
Lorrain’s life. A musician in her
own right—she plays the zith-
er (a horizontal harp) and has
recorded a CD—Sze-Lorrain
spends a lot of time “finding
the music” in the words she put
down on paper. In the third sec-
tion, references run the gamut
from Man Ray and Edith Piaf
to Van Gogh and Chopin.

In addition to all of her oth-
er accomplishments—she is a
musician as well as an oft-pub-
lished poet—Sze-Lorrain is also
an editor of Cerise Press, an
international literary and arts
journal. As such, it seems that
Sze-Lorrain is well on her way
to joining the ranks of some
of the aforementioned artists.
She adores what she does and
sees herself as a person living
her life instead just of going
to work every day. But “lov-
ing something is not enough,”
she emphasized. “You need to
feel an obligation ... You need
something extra, something
that can’t be explained, that
pushes you to do it. If you feel
alive all the time when you'’re
doing that activity... you're on
the right track.”

Courtesy of Fiona Sze-Lorrain

POETRY MUSE| In addition to her family and life experiences,
Sze-Lorrain finds inspiration in her music.
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SUB PARK | Although “South Park” has been known to entertain,
recent episodes have failed to include originality and humor.

Season 13 of ‘South Park’,
offensively disappointing

BY CHRISTOPHER MORRIS-LENT
Spectator Staff Writer

E.M. Forster once called
“Ulysses” “an attempt to cover ev-
erything in filth,” so one wonders
what he would have had to say
about “South Park?”

Since the
mid

>

It’s
905, | Gha
“South Park” | _Tasteif
has been the | LVET yone
basketball hasit
of American
television: T,
ubiquitous, in-
finitely avail-
able, popular
across broad demographics, and
often entertaining.

Some of my happiest memo-
ries of freshman year involve eight
sweaty men huddling in front of a
small, communal TV at 10:30 on
Wednesday nights. The episodes
were of variable quality. “South
Park” has always been of variable
quality, though every episode has a
very high rating on Web sites—sites
on which creators Matt Stone and
Trey Parker generously make the
show available to the public for free.
On a bad week, some of the people
would laugh some of the time, and
on a good week, all of the people
would laugh some of the time. On a
great week, everyone would guffaw
hysterically at everything.

The episode that satirizes “The
Mighty Ducks” aired on a great
week. During spring semester,
Stone and Parker heralded the new
season with their finest effort yet,
“With Apologies to Jesse Jackson,”
afiner racial satire than anything by
Sarah Silverman or Dave Chappelle.
“Jesse Jackson” transcended topi-
cality. I can watch it tens of times
without getting bored. My mother
thought it was uproarious. I think
its nearly perfect. South Park was as
funny and germane as ever.

And then it got really bad re-
ally quickly. What happened? A

friend told me that the new epi-
sodes must have germinated from
a single joke that Stone and Parker
found droll while high, and this
seems about right. A good South
Park episode—Tlike “Jesse Jackson,”
“The Death Camp of Tolerance,” or
“Scott Tenorman Must Die”—has
one main theme but tons of jokes.
A bad “South Park” episode has one
joke that it harps on incessantly. A
series of these episodes followed
“Jesse Jackson.” Stone and Parker
ran out of ideas.

For example, “The Snuke)
which tropes on the presence of a
nuke in Hillary Clinton’s snatch, is
good enough for a one-liner but is
hardly enough to sustain an entire
episode. “South Park” often turns
to pastiche whenever its own ideas
aren’t enough, so a “24” parody fills
in the rest of the 20 minutes. The
season got worse.

“Imaginationland” is an episode
filled entirely with other peoples
ideas. You have to be extremely
well-versed in pop-culture to get
all of “South Parks” allusions, but
what’s done with the vast wealth of
knowledge in “Imaginationland”
is just lame. The filth was entirely
someone elses, and the episode was
flamboyant in a way that indicated
a deficit, not a surfeit, of imagina-
tion. Another friend described it
very well as “out there” Two se-
quels would follow. “South Park”
had never done a three-part epi-
sode before. In retrospect, it seems
obvious that Stone and Parker were
stalling for time.

The latest episodes have har-
vested ideas with greater rapacity
and less originality. It took a good
10-plus seasons, but “South Park”
has jumped the shark.

A large following will be
watching the rest of the 13th sea-
son. “South Park” will always have
millions of cultists that find every-
thing about it hilarious—but Iam
not one of those people, and I will
not be watching.

ART

BY ALYSSA RAPP
Columbia Daily Spectator

Artistic practice and the art
of teaching are not mutually ex-
clusive. Kai McBride, SoA 08,
certainly proves that. The pho-
tographer returned to campus
this fall as a professor after his
most recent exhibit, “Facing
Florida: Self-Projecting Sunbelt
Citizens,” graced Times Square
in the fall of 2008.

The ex-
hibit bud-
ded from
McBride’s
Master of
Fine Arts
thesis proj-
ect in which
he photo-
graphed lo-
cal billboard culture in Tampa,
Fla. His interest in these ad-
vertisements began when he
drove through the city for the
first time in 2007 and noted
that billboard characters were
virtually the only humans
present on Tampa’s otherwise
vacant streets.

McBride asserted that his
study of people’s own self-
representation cannot be clas-
sified as portraiture. Instead,
he explored how the endear-
ing and vulnerable quality of
the people’s images draw at-
tention to Florida’s economy,
which relies on a stable flow of
newcomers to maintain com-
mercial prosperity.

The opportunity to place

Colymbia
Artists |
Practice

these images in the context of
Times Square’s commercial-
istic bacchanal allowed the
photographer to add a new
conceptual dimension to the
studio project. He compared
the contrast between the
Florida images and the com-
mercial advertisements in New
York to watching Telemundo
after being immersed in the
high-production television
culture of America.

Yet, he called the success-
ful translation of his work
from an MFA studio project
to city-funded piece a “perfect
storm of sorts” In fact, he as-
serted that messages generated
by public art rarely fulfill an
artist’s aims and are tailored to
the patron’s desires. Likewise,
McBride continues to refine
the project to satisfy his own
goals. He hopes to create a
book containing many of the
images from the project.

McBride’s fascination with
place did not begin in Tampa.
Born in Hawaii, McBride had
lived in many parts of the coun-
try by the time he was a teen-
ager. He acknowledged that this
childhood experience taught
him to tolerate difference and
to hone his powers of observa-
tion, both of which are essential
attributes of a photographer.

The photographer-profes-
sor first developed an affinity
for photography his senior year
of high school. He then stud-
ied photography as well as a
variety of other artistic media,

Alum brings a keen eye to CU visual arts

receiving a bachelors’ degree
from the School of the Museum
of Fine Arts in Boston. After
working at a variety of jobs,
McBride “went in with open
eyes” to the MFA program in
his mid-30s. “Nothing beats
life experience,” McBride said.
Still, he found the time to pur-
sue a master’s.

McBride returned to school
with the intention to teach and
enjoyed working as a teaching
assistant for four semesters at
Columbia. He continues to
embrace the teaching style of
Columbia darkroom legend
professor Thomas Roma as he
leads his own classes. “With
the camera, you are editing
the world with your choice of
shots,” he said. He encourages
his own Photography I stu-
dents to develop the same criti-
cal eye that he has employed in
his own projects.

According to McBride,
Columbia’s photography classes
provide a forum for rich intel-
lectual exchange since a student
from the School of International
and Public Affairs may sit next
to a film student during a cri-
tique. Students may learn from
one another’s academic disci-
plines as they explore photog-
raphy’s visual language.

While McBride imbues his
students with the insight that
only experience can provide, he
also engages in the struggle of
creating meaningful art, con-
stantly placing himself in his
students’ shoes.

Alyssa Rapp / Staff Photographer

FLASH COURSE| Kai McBride, SoA ’08, uses his past experiences and projects to inform the photography
classes he teaches by encouraging students to learn from what others can bring to the table.
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Igniting a log,
igniting school
spirit

r I Yonight, Columbia will
usher in the final month
of the decade with pomp

and circumstance. In what has

become an annual Columbia
winter tradition, students, pro-
fessors, and administrators alike
will gather on Low Plaza as

Columbia illuminates the lights

adorning the trees on College

Walk. They will then proceed

to John Jay Lounge to partici-

pate in the annual Yule Log

Ceremony. On a campus where

many bemoan a lack of com-

munity, the Tree Lighting and

Yule Log Ceremonies create a

sense of tradition and collegiate

pride, and all members of the

Columbia community should

congregate on Low Plaza at 5:45

p.m. to enjoy free refreshments

as Michele Moody-Adams, the

dean of Columbia College, pre-
sides over this Columbia tradi-
tion for the first time.

Though it is now an inte-
gral part of winter at Columbia,
the Tree Lighting Ceremony
is a relatively new tradition.
According to a 1999 article in
Columbia News, the first Tree
Lighting Ceremony was held in
December 1998 and was orga-
nized by the Columbia College
class of 2000. Since then, the
ceremony has acted as a way
to bring all students, regardless
of religious affiliation, togeth-
er to watch the lighting of the
trees lining College Walk. This
year, CCSC invites students to
join the ceremony at 5:45 p.m.,
which will last until 7. As per
tradition, students can enjoy
free hot chocolate and apple ci-
der with cookies as they watch
Dean Moody-Adams turn on
the lights along College Walk.

The Yule Log Ceremony,
which in recent years has

immediately followed the Tree
Lighting Ceremony, is a more
historic tradition at Columbia.
The ceremony features speeches
from deans, the lighting of a log
in the John Jay Lounge fireplace,
and a closing reception with free
desserts. According to a 1995
Columbia Record article about
the event, the act of setting a log
ablaze in the winter comes from
Scandinavian pagan rituals,
and the ceremony at Columbia
traces its roots to before the
Revolutionary War. Almost a
century ago, former University
President Nicholas Butler made
the yule log lighting an annual
and idiosyncratic Columbian
tradition. A highlight of the
ceremony is the reading of “A
Visit from St. Nicholas,” a poem
composed by Clement Clarke
Moore, CC 1798. The ceremony
also showcases campus musical
groups and is organized by the

Blue Key Society.
This year, with new deans
heading Columbia  College

and the School of Engineering
and Applied Science, the
Tree Lighting and Yule Log
Ceremonies will continue to gain
greater significance, as they rep-
resent the continuation of time-
honored Columbian traditions
while new faces join and lead
our community. Students should
take advantage of this unique op-
portunity to build school spirit
and community and should join
the deans at these two events.
Opportunities for Columbia
students to gather together in a
single place for no reason other
than school spirit are few and far
between, making tonights cere-
monies all the more meaningful.
And besides, how many other
chances do we have to eat dessert
on Columbia’s dime?

COLUMBIA & ITS DISCONTENTS

Sa wihek ot Yo -
i
sfler smdugtion

I:’E%MhI dowrpe wonet) L'ErEnuE .. Erie

.-.1'.7'-:1 e ealy

Viop d:'n'.:._.

..lﬂ:‘q.l Woiare :..:\. '|I'i.'\-|-r'-'- i

Nt e
.

heTE

Mooaos ! JENRY |
' iceEp el |

o

ar ke

A (TG TG o A
Afker Lo
l_]I'Fl:lulg_llhj,.\_r |
o EE-J:'E-LL

JULIA ALEKSEYEVA

How safe are we?

BY ANA BARIC

In most respects, Columbia University has
instated effective campus security and student
safety measures. Columbians have access to
emergency call boxes, safe haven locations,
a crisis text messaging program, and a walk-
ing escort service. The Department of Public
Safety maintains about 120 full-time security
officers, who, according to the 2009 Annual
Security and Fire Safety Report, have “an ex-
cellent relationship with the local police pre-
cincts” with whom they “share crime preven-
tion strategies and local crime information.”

However, Columbia University could
stand to reevaluate some of its key ap-
proaches to student safety.

First is the problem of relatively private
student information being available to the
public. If you go to the Columbia University
home page, click “people” in the upper
right-hand corner, and search the name
of Columbia University students, you will
find their basic contact information. If you
specifically type in a Columbia College or
School of Engineering and Applied Science
student’s name, though, you can unearth
some fairly sensitive information.

If you were to type in my name, for ex-
ample, you would find my Lerner Hall ad-
dress, e-mail, Rolm phone number, “home
address,” and when I declare it, my major.
Most of this information may be helpful to
others, and I don’t find some of it particu-
larly invasive to my privacy. However, [ am
not sure why my “home address,” which
gives not only my dorm location, but also

the floor and room number I inhabit, is
listed in this directory. I would like to think
that people do not need to know this infor-
mation unless I give it to them. It concerns
me that anyone with Internet access can
attain this private information. John Doe
from East Jabib, U.S. does not need to know
where I sleep at night.

To be fair, Columbia Public Safety tries
to take the necessary precautions when it
can. For example, we have institutional
grade bars on the windows of some of the
dorm rooms on the lower floors, which
send a resonating “beware-of-our-intense-
security-measures” message. Arguably,
the real test for Public Safety is how it
confronts real-time situations that pose
a threat to student safety. So, how does
Public Safety fare in this regard?

Joe Smith, a Columbia College sopho-
more who wishes to remain anonymous,
would likely argue, not so well. In April
2009, an unknown man approached Joe
while he was shopping in Morton Williams.
The man asked Joe to buy his camera, and
when Joe refused, the man ominously coun-
tered, “you will reconsider,” and then left
the store. The next day, Joe was approached
by the same man outside of his dorm and
was threatened with bodily harm. Joe ex-
plains, “I was frightened and thus went im-
mediately to Public Safety, who took down
my information and sketch info. They told
me they would review the tapes and get
back to me. They never did” Joe says that
he received an e-mail two days later inquir-
ing about his personal safety but did not
receive follow-up concerning the identity
of the man or any information on Public
Safety’s efforts to protect him. Two weeks
after filing the report, Joe contacted Public

Safety again who, Joe says, “ told me they
could not find him on video. The Public
Safety office then recommended I seek po-
lice help if I was not comfortable and to
contact the police and then alert them if I
encountered him again.”

The Department of Public Safety at
Columbia University is, according to the Web
site, “committed to the safety and well-being
of the University community” On its 2009
Report, Public Safety boasts, “We consistently
score high marks in campus safety and re-
cently were named one of the safest urban
schools in the U.S. in the March 2008 issue
of Reader’s Digest magazine.”

I am not entirely sure how reassuring that
Reader’s Digest award is.

Now, I do have to admit that I think that
Columbia University has a relatively safe
campus (at least in Morningside Heights).
I also understand that Public Safety offi-
cers cannot patrol every street corner and
ward off every potential thread. However,
I feel that it can make a more active effort
in ensuring my safety and the safety of all
the students at Columbia. I would feel more
secure if I found out about a robbery near
campus hours rather than days after it took
place. I would have greater peace of mind if
the public didn’t have access to my “home
address,” and I would rather not hear of stu-
dents being referred to the New York Police
Department when they need aid.

When interviewing Joe about his expe-
rience and his concerns about his safety,
he shrugged and said, “No I did not feel
safe, but I am a survivor. What can I say?”
Hopefully, this isn’t the experience most
Columbia students have.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore.

Positively |
Street

BY JILL MARCELLUS

Columbia made me a self-loathing Jew.
Living here, I didn’t believe any less in my
self-worth, the worth of Jewish people in
general, or the right of Israel to exist as a
nation. But I also didn’t believe in spitting
on basic human rights—and that, I was told,
made me a self-loathing Jew.

On this extremist campus, those were
my choices: right-wing hawk or progres-
sive turncoat, hate myself or hate others. I
disengaged, ignored both the tenure witch
hunts and vitriolic anti-Israel rallies, and
opted for a Jewish identity that could be
Netflixed.” When Woody Allen seemed
like its paragon of sanity, I ditched the
American Jewish culture.

Last Sunday, thank heaven above and
Washington, D.C below, I found the mod-
erate Jewish voice of reason. Speaking to
the Hillel brunch crowd, Jeremy Ben-Ami
preached pragmatism in the form of a “pro-
Israel, pro-peace” approach. His organiza-
tion, J Street, offers what I consider to be
a progressive alternative to the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee, a pro-
Israel lobby in the U.S. Not dismissing
Palestinian suffering or confusing criticism
of the Israeli government for anti-Semitism,
it promotes the aggressive pursuit of a two-
state solution by American officials willing
to put pressure on both sides.

Nationally, J Street has begun to draw
criticism from the left after its immediate re-
jection by the conservative Jewish establish-
ment. At the Columbia event, some people

were skeptical that its coalition could hold.
Like Obama’s appeal during his 2008
presidential campaign, J Street’s
general appeal, they ar-
gued, is too broad for
the divisive details
of Israeli policy. Yet
even the willingness
to discuss those details
has become a policy stance,
and an essential one. I may
not agree with every position

J Street takes, but if its members
can accept that, then so can I.

A conversation with my seat-
mate at brunch firmly
etched my relief that a J
Street chapter is growing
on our polarized campus.
Thrown oft by my enthusiasm for the
group’s message, my neighbor tore apart the J
Street goal of “broadening the Israel conver-
sation” There’s a broad political spectrum in
Israel, he insisted, so we don’t need one here.
Let them duke it out, our role is to present a
united front for whatever the Israelis de-
cide. As if to finish me off, he asked, would
you criticize America overseas?

Yes, I would, and I did when I studied
abroad. I love America because it allows me
to tell anyone I want, anywhere I want, if I
think its government has committed abhor-
rent acts. By allowing debate and discussion,
America offers a middle ground between re-
volt and blind obedience. Until recently, the
American Jewish community has not.

My time abroad also taught me that this
notion has worsened Israel’s position in the
world. There is a current of anti-Semitism
in England that, as a lifelong New Yorker,
shocked me. Several people who were oth-
erwise reasonable, pleasant, and well-in-
formed—but who did not know many Jews

personally—viewed Jews as some sort of im-
perialist monolith, caring only
to increase Jewish power at
all costs. That is, of course,
ridiculous. Jewish people,
like all others, are diverse
with differ-
ent back-
grounds,
opinions,
and pri-
orities. But
many Jews
seem to
have
been
trying
to convince
\ the world other-
wise, and, tragi-
cally, they are

e succeeding.
Perhapsmyan-
l‘ ti-J Street neigh-
bor is reading

I'm not worthy of
the cause. If ideo-
logical purity is
your goal, then you're right, and Ben-Ami
is right to worry about the next generation. I
would sacrifice my support for Israel before I
sacrificed my freedom to criticize its actions.
And so too, eventually, would many other
liberals and moderates among Jewish and
otherwise sympathetic observers. Anyone
ready to purge me or other progressive Jews
from the fold should realize: you will not
create a Jewish American monolith, but a
nation of “self-loathing” Jews.

JOSEFINA LETICIA FREANEY

The author is a Barnard College senior
majoring in English

ast week,
I satin
Faculty

House enjoying
a talk given by a
prominent direc-
tor of Broadway

- plays and musi-
cals. She discussed
DEREK what it means to
TURNER be an artist, and
OPENING in her explana-
R E M A R K S tion, she brleﬂy

remarked that in
her development
as a member of the artistic world, she
could not rely on anything but herself
and her work. Though the rest of her
presentation was fascinating, those were
the words that struck me.

At first, I wanted to agree with her.
She seemed completely on the money—
it is true that you cannot rely on other
people and their opinions. To do so
would be to voluntarily tie yourself to
the whims of people external to your
own passions and achievements. Under
such value-defining gazes, one is bound
to eventually break down, having not
lived up to the expectations or demands
of outside observers. The question re-
mains, though—if not them, then who?

The natural reaction to the unreliable
nature of people on the outside is to look
inwards. Since we have no authority over
those around us, we turn to ourselves for
stability and dependability. This perspec-
tive gets us further than the externally
centered one because we actually have
control—we constantly make decisions
for our own lives, proving our power. The
pitfall arises, though, when we want to
pinpoint exactly what it is in ourselves we

Rely on what?

rely on. In an environment like Columbia,
where excellence in our work is constant-
ly under scrutiny, we search for stability
in our accomplishments. We begin to rely
on our perceived ability to do the work
necessary to excel our areas of expertise.
But this mindset proves deceitful. As
soon as we begin to rely on ourselves,
and, by association, our accomplish-
ments, we set ourselves up for a major let-
down. With such a perspective, our iden-
tity’s stability becomes intertwined with
our abilities, opening up the possibility of
the identity being shattered upon failure
of the abilities. When that happens, we
find ourselves floating once again without
anchor, having been cast away by what we
thought was a stable object of reliance.
For some, my criticisms of self-reli-
ance may assume too much or do not
apply to everyone. To that I would say
that while my hypothesis does not apply
to everybody, I do believe that it is a very
frequent path taken in people’s searches
for reliance in such high-powered places
as Columbia. That is why the speaker’s
words were so interesting to me—she was
a member of this high-achieving group,
depending on herself and her work.
When it seems that we are out of op-
tions, perhaps we have to explore exactly
why it is that we search for something
or someone to rely on in the first place.
It seems like an odd requirement that
we have an entity to trust in completely.
Why can’t we simply do our work to the
best of our ability and live our lives in
as acceptable a way as possible? Must we
have this unending desire for some sup-
port system to which to run in the event
of misfortune or disillusionment?
As nice as it would be to rid ourselves
of this desire for stable reliance, I have

come to believe that such a desire is an
expected outcome of the constant string
of disappointments we encounter daily.
We live in a world that voices a choir of
ideals but exhibits distorted attempts to
enact them. People seems to fail others
or themselves at some point, only high-
lighting the pervasion of this societal
want of perfection. Our situation ap-
pears to necessitate reliance on some-
thing that doesn’t fluctuate and break
down as much as our surroundings.

The bind remains. We can’t rely on
others, and we can’t completely rely on
ourselves, but we have an unquench-
able need to know that we can count on
something. By admitting this, the search
for dependable reliance really begins.
Looking beyond ourselves and beyond
those around us opens the door to a
pursuit of potentially life-changing real-
izations. As we hunt for something that
fulfills the requirements of the truly reli-
able, we reach conclusions that we were
too preoccupied to notice as we looked
to each other for security.

For me, this search has had me look-
ing heavenward for an object of reli-
ance—a stability and consistency that
I have yet to experience in my current
environs. I have found this reliance to
be the most liberating and authentic of
any I have experienced. As our campus
locks itself down for finals season and
three weeks of bliss lie waiting for our
stress-wracked minds, I urge you to
consider this question: What or who is
worth your reliance?

Derek Turner is a Columbia College
sophomore. Opening Remarks
runs alternate Tuesdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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Classifieds

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

RIVERDALE APT. Bright spacious 1
BR, 1 bath, hardwood floors, high ceil-
ings, low maint, lots of closet space,
steps to restaurants, shopping hous-
es of worship, buses, minutes walk to
train and subway, $225,000. Vladimir
(917) 270-3938.

BEAUTIFUL, VERY SPACIOUS 1300
sq ft, 2 BR apt by CU. River views from
every room. Very sunny, quiet! Sun-
sets, boats. Beautiful, friendly landmark
doorman bldg. Quiet, lively neighbor-
hood, excellent transportation, good
restaurants & shopping. AC, TVs, hi-
speed wireless internet. Contact Leo-
ra: la20@columbia.edu

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

WANT TO ZAP STUDENT LOAN debt
faster? Enjoy extra, ongoing passive
residual income by linking huge, grow-
ing, thirsty crowd with the world’s most
powerful antioxidant, heart-healthy cof-
fee. Fantastic aroma, tastes even bet-
ter! Exclusive, unique, patented, 2x
healthier than any other coffee. Inter-
views for serious, ambitious entrepre-
neurs only. E-mail resume to Mrs Rog-
gie at ruthann@twcny.rr.com

AT EE

Columbia Daily Spectator Page 5

SEEKING MANDARIN-ENGLISH bilin-
gual student for help with conversa-
tional Mandarin. $20/hr, Upper West-
side. (917) 743-2584.

MOVING COMPANY. Long Island City.
Inside Sales/Account Manager. Flex-
ible hours, good salary + big commis-
sions. Call Dan (718) 729-7676.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PSYCHOTHERAPY,HYPNOTHERAPY
and Healing: a holistic approach to self-
realization and empowerment. Accept
insurance or $55/student rate. Aley-
da Martinez Novotny, LCSW. (954)
599-2484. empoweringthespirit.vpweb.
com

EXPERIENCED PSYCHOTHERAPIST
w/extensive background treating stu-
dents. UWS office. Consultations not
billed. Call (212) 875-1867. Website:
adamjacobson.org. Adam Jacobson,
LCSW, MSOD.

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component
in addition to the clinical consultation.
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

SKI RENTAL

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com

HILLSDALE, NY:2BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.
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The Columbia women’s
basketball team will try to end its
two-game losing streak when it
takes on Delaware on
Wednesday night at Levien Gym.

TOMORROW

Societal police trying
to take all the
fun out of sports

hen I was seven years old,
my father published “The
Pleasure Police;” a book

that villainizes the politically correct
“Puritans and the congenital alarmists”
who are “increasingly trying to leech
all joy from our daily lives”

Given that doctors will tell you that
having fun is the single healthiest thing

LUCAS you can do, he rebuked those who
SHAW shun good food, alcohol, sex and all
IN THE the true pleasures of life.

As much as I tried to be like my
father at the time—clutching an
oversized Cuban cigar in one hand
and a glass of Barolo in the other—I am not the writer, a
journalist, or man that he was.

However, it is now my time to take up the mantle and
rage against another crusade of the societal “police”—the
attempted sterilization of sports.

When I first became a sports fan, I fell in love not only with
the games themselves but also with the traditions, rivalries, and
idiosyncrasies—all of the little things that make sports special.

I cherished the heated exchanges between Dodgers and
Giants fans and reading about characters like Leo Durocher
and Casey Stengel. I begrudgingly went to the University of
Southern California basketball camp, setting foot in my hated
rival’s gym only because the summer program was better.

Now, soccer moms, writers, and even college administrators
are trying to end the old ways of sports. These alarmists are try-
ing to spoil our fun, fining Chad Ochocinco for a fake $1 payoff
and criticizing pitchers for throwing inside.

While the latter might be my biggest complaint, I will
try to stay current. The most recent uproar caused by these
fear mongers came on Saturday well after most people on
the East Coast were asleep.

Despite playing poorly, USC led the University of
California, Los Angeles 21-7 and had the ball with under
a minute to play. As quarterback Matt Barkley was set to
kneel, UCLA coach Rick Neuheisel called a timeout, reject-
ing Pete Carroll’s proverbial olive branch. Carroll respond-
ed by calling for a deep pass, which Damian Williams
hauled in to give the Trojans seven more points.

How did people respond? Neuheisel was called a brat,
Carroll was deemed classless. While journalists disagreed as to
who was at fault, everyone decided it was an ugly moment and
chastised those involved for a lack of sportsmanship.

When did journalists, who used to go out on the town with
players, turn into uptight moralists? More importantly, when
did rivalries become irrelevant?

The media loves to make a huge deal out of deep-rooted
hatreds, turning every Yankees-Red Sox game into a national
circus. Yet, when the coaches and players add fuel to the fire,
when they show their contempt for their opponent, they are
condemned for it.

This was not a punch—such as the one thrown by Oregon’s
LeGarrette Blount—or an avalanche of middle fingers—like
those offered by Bud Adams.

This was a defiant timeout and a minor case of running up
the score. It was not an epic rivalry moment, but it demonstrat-
ed that both coaches recognized the larger significance of every
little thing that happens on the field in such a game.

Was it silly of Rick Neuheisel to call a timeout when his team
had no chance of winning? Sure. Was it childish? Maybe a little.
Was it reprehensible? Absolutely not.

Since taking the job, Neuheisel has tried again and again to
tip the balance of power in Los Angeles. Thus far he has strug-
gled, but at least he has tried more than his predecessors.

He continues to try to get under Carroll’s skin, and it
looks as though he has finally succeeded. It backfired in
the short term, but it further enhanced the intensity of this
game in the long run. Every player on the UCLA sideline
will want to beat USC even more and will never forget
what this game means to the team.

Given that the Bruins have lost 10 of 11 to the Trojans,
Neubheisel has to try just about anything.

Meanwhile, Carroll has been crucified for running up
the score just two weeks after complaining that Stanford’s
Jim Harbaugh did the same thing. I will admit that it would
appear to be a flip-flop, but after Neuheisel’s call, Carroll
really did not have a choice.

If the opponent—your rival, no less—tries to preserve a
game that is clearly over, it is your right to end it however
you want. When Neuheisel called that timeout, Carroll had
to respond.

Don’t we want to see our coaches be passionate and feisty?

Carroll is praised time and time again for his exuberance. He
is also renowned for his arrogance. Like it or not, it is who he is.
This was another demonstration of Carroll’s distinctive coach-
ing style, and though it may be offensive to some, it’s one of the
reasons I don’t buy that USC will be down again next year.

I am not insensitive to or ignorant of changes in society.
I think NFL teams and players need to be far more care-
ful with concussions and all health-related issues. I was a
vocal advocate of the NBA age limit. I obviously supported
probes into steroids.

What I cannot fathom is the obsession with curbing the little
things. So the Philadelphia Phillies’ pitchers tend to protect the
plate. So Pete Carroll loves to run up the score against rivals like
Notre Dame and UCLA.

What's one thing those teams share?

Players and coaches say they “play the right way”

What's another?

They win.

REFRIGERATOR

Lucas Shaw is a Columbia College junior
majoring in political science.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Pick up a copy of the
Spectator tomorrow for a
detailed recap and
graphical analysis of the fall
sports season.

TOMORROW

Basketball loses nailbiter at Sacred Heart

il

20-7 run by Pioneers
quells Light Blue
comeback effort

BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

Last night, the Columbia basketball team re-
turned to Morningside Heights weighed down
by a tough 60-55 loss to Sacred Heart. Coming
into the game, the Lions were 2-2 with their
only two losses coming against Big East oppo-
nents on the road. Sacred Heart is now 3-3.

The game’s second half was marked by runs.
The Light Blue started the half down 30-23
thanks to a nine-point run by the Pioneers to
close the first stanza. Sacred Heart continued
to push its advantage, scoring the half’s first
five points before Columbia turned in a 23-3
run to take an eight-point advantage, 48-40.
Eight straight from Pioneers evened up the
score, and this time, the Lions would not be
able to respond. “We had about a two-minute
span where we didn’t execute well, and they
ended up getting the lead back,” head coach
Joe Jones explained.

Sophomore Noruwa Agho forced a Pioneer
turnover and converted two free throws on
the other end to bring the Lions to within
two points at 57-55 with 2:27 to go. Columbia
would not score again. The Light Blue defense
turned in two quality possessions in the final
moments, forcing two long 3-pointers from
the Pioneer offense. However, Columbia could
not secure the rebound on either occasion, giv-
ing Sacred Heart a fresh shot clock and killing
precious time.

Last Tuesday night, Columbia faced a spir-
ited Bucknell squad in a similarly physical
game low on scoring and high on emotion.
The Bucknell game was also a see-saw affair,
but the Lions prevailed thanks in large part to
a 30-8 scoring outburst to cap off the night. So
what was the difference between that Bucknell
game, a 73-59 Columbia win, and last night’s
Sacred Heart contest, a 60-55 loss?

The ability to come up with key plays down
the stretch was a key difference, according
to Jones. “We didn’t wrap up loose balls late
and we didn’t make plays late. I thought in the
Bucknell game, the reason we won the game
was we made all those plays late, we got all those
rebounds late. We didn’t do it [tonight]”

Jones also blamed some costly mistakes
on offense, citing two late turnovers when
Columbia still had a chance to get back into
the game. In between the two late 3-pointers
that Sacred Heart missed, Columbia squan-
dered two chances to knot the game on the
offensive end. On two different possessions,
forward Brian Grimes missed a hook shot in
the lane, and Agho had the ball stolen by Jerrell
Thompson. Senior point guard Patrick Foley
had another turnover with only seven ticks left
on the clock and the Lions down by three.

Jones seemed satisfied with the defense,
though he was unhappy with the offensive pro-
duction. “We held them to 60 points at home.
We've got to be able to score more to win. We
didn’t play well offensively tonight”

The disappointing result negated anoth-
er strong effort by scoring sensation Agho.
Coming off a 22-point performance against
then No.10 Syracuse, Agho was averaging over
20 points a game and led the nation in 3-point
percentage. He finished the night against
Sacred Heart with a team-high 16 points on
5-14 shooting, 3-6 from long distance.

el 1
i

.
e

B
- o el

'

™

’

II.F

]

2 L

Jasper Clyatt / Staff photographer

TOUGHLOSS | The Columbia men’s basketball team lost its second straight game when it fell to Sacred
Heart last night. Junior forward Brian Grimes contributed 13 points and eight rebounds in the loss.

COLUMBIA 55
SACRED HEART 60

“He’s such a good player,” Jones said.
“He’s a kid who’s doing a lot of different
things to help his team. 'm really proud of
him. He’s able to do some things to create
space and quality shots ... he can score in a
lot of different ways.”

Jones attributed some of his early success—
Agho has been named Ivy League Player of
the Week twice already this year—to his work
ethic and the talent of the players around him.
“He’s also on the floor with some very good
players, guys like Pat Foley and Brian Grimes.
Niko Scott’s a big threat”

On the Pioneers’ end, a dual threat troubled
the Lions. Corey Hassan came into the game
having scored 20 points or more in the pre-
vious five games, a Sacred Heart Division I
school record. While the Light Blue managed
to end that streak, Hassan still led the way for
his team, scoring 19 points and pulling down
11 rebounds, both team bests. Sacred Heart
guard Ryan Litke finished with 19 points as
well, including two clutch free throws down
the stretch and a big three-pointer that opened
up a 57-53 Pioneer lead with 3:07 remaining.

In summarizing the game, Jones explained
the reasons behind the disappointing loss, cit-
ing team unity on both ends of the floor. “We
got to play together to win, I think we've got
to depend on each other. We've got to play
better together”
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THREE-POINT PROFICIENCY

- Sophomore guard Noruwa Agho was named Ivy
League Player of the Week for the second consecutive
week, due in large part to his three-point shooting.

- Agho entered Monday night’s game shooting 72
percent from behind the arc. This was good for the
highest three-point percentage
in the nation.

- Thanks to Agho's unbeliev-
able 3-point play and solid
percentages from his
teammates, Columbia
lead the nation
in three-point
percentage
with 51.7
entering the
game against
Sacred Heart.

Despite the loss, he continues to look to the
future with optimism.

“We saw how good we can be;” Jones said.
“Anytime you put together a 23-3 run in the course
of the game, the ability to play consistently is there,
and we have to find it. It’s early in the year. We've got
to get back to work and get ready for Thursday”

The Lions are back in action at Levien Gym
on Thursday night against Lehigh. Tip-off is
scheduled for 7 p.m.

- Nine Lions recognized

for stellar play with

all-Ivy distinction

This year, Columbia football had nine
all-Ivy players, including three who were
selected for the first team. Senior defensive
end Lou Miller was unanimously selected
for the defensive first team after leading
the Light Blue with 13 tackles for a loss
and eight sacks. Senior offensive lineman
Jeff Adams and senior wide receiver Austin
Knowlin were both earned first-team selec-
tions as well. Knowlin led the Lions with
578 receiving yards.

Junior tight end Andrew Kennedy and
junior free safety Adam Mehrer were named
to the second team all-Ivy. Rounding out
Columbia’s all-Ivy selections were four se-
niors that were named as honorable men-
tions—quarterback Millicent Olawale,
linebacker Corey Cameron, strong safety
Andy Shalbrack, and Knowlin (for special
teams).

-Michele Cleary

File photo

NATIONAL:

Dallas at New Jersey, Wednesday, Dec. 2,
7:30p.m., East Rutherford, NJ

The winless New Jersey Nets will host the
Dallas Mavericks. If the Nets lose this game,
they will hold the record for the worst start

in NBA history at 0-18.

COLUMBIA:

Columbia vs. Lehigh, Thursday, Dec. 3,
7p.m., Levien Gym
The Columbia men’s baskethall team will
host Lehigh this Thursday. The Lions are
looking for their third win of the season to
bring them back to .500.

NEW YORK:

Dallas at New York, Sunday, Dec. 6,
4:15 p.m., New York, NY

The Dallas Cowboys will be in town to face
the New York Giants. The Giants are looking
for a big win after losing last week to the
Broncos 26-6.

What to

Watch

The editors’ picks for the
week ahead
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