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Community colleges are at full 
capacity. 

Students in West Harlem and Morn-
ingside Heights who hope to attend 
one of the community colleges within 
the City University of New York sys-
tem may face tougher restrictions on 
admission. Flooded with applications, 
five of the six CUNY community col-
leges were forced to move up their ad-
missions deadlines last summer, and 
some anticipate similar changes for the 
spring 2010 semester. 

“We do anticipate cutting it off at 
some point,” said Thomas Bracken, as-
sistant director of admissions at Bronx 
Community College. Barry Rosen, 
executive director of public affairs for 
Borough of Manhattan Community 
College, echoed Bracken, saying that al-
though BMCC usually begins advertis-
ing in May for the following semester, 
advertising will begin in April this year 
to reflect the expected earlier deadline. 

BMCC instituted a new policy for 
spring 2010 transfer students, auto-
matically placing any applicants with a 
GPA less than 2.0 on a waiting list.

“It seems for us that we shouldn’t 
be taking on students who have had, I 
would say, not very good records from 
other schools,” Rosen said.   

Increases in application volume are 
not new for community colleges. En-
rollment at BMCC has been increasing 
steadily over the past few years, from 
19,259 in the fall of 2007 to 22,109 this 
past spring. The percentage of first-
years has also risen each fall, from 20 
percent in the fall of 2007 to 22.6 per-
cent in the fall of 2008. 

But the influx of applications BMCC 
received for the 2009 fall semester was 
so great that it forced the school to close 
registration on June 22, the earliest of 
all the CUNY community colleges and 
well before the usual deadline of the 
day before classes.  

“It depends upon the number of 
spaces, and so people could actually 
enroll up until the last day if there are 
more spaces,” Rosen said. “But this year, 

it came to a point where we had to shut 
down registration.”  

BCC faced a similar situation. 
“They’ve been increasing steadily, 
one to two percent each semester,” 
Bracken said of the number of appli-
cations BCC receives. “This year, to 
show you the spike, pure freshman 
applications spiked about 25 percent. 

By alISa lU
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Better watch who you’re rude to—Co-
lumbia students may soon have more say 
in their colleagues’ disciplinary hearings.

Members of the Columbia College 
Student Council, Engineering Student 
Council, and advisory board to the 
Office of Judicial Affairs have formed 
a Student Judicial Process Ad Hoc 

Committee to increase student involve-
ment and raise awareness of the judicial 
process at Columbia. 

Currently, low-level behavioral of-
fenses—such as noise violations or 
drinking in residence halls—are typi-
cally referred to the Office of Residential 
Programs. Higher-level behavioral of-
fenses and academic infractions go 
through Dean’s Discipline, the process by 
which administrators deals with student 

transgressions. Higher-level violations 
are those that could result in a misde-
meanor or felony charge, and include 
drug dealing and acts of violence.

Council members said they have 
been unsatisfied with the little influ-
ence they have in the process, other than 
through the Judicial Affairs Advisory 
Board, which was established last year. 

Vol. CXXXIII—No. 122 TUESDAY, NoVEmbEr 24, 2009 www.ColUmbIASpECTATor.Com

ONlINE

News 2
a&E 8

Opinion 4
Sports 6, 7

Classifieds 5
Contact Info 5

today

56 / 42
tomorrow

58 / 48

For West Coasters and inter-
national students, Thanks-
giving dinner in lonely 
dorms isn’t all bad news with 
these delicious and easy-to-
make classic recipes. 

Students give thanks for 
dorm-friendly recipes

a&E, page 8

Monica Varman defends stu-
dent activism from charges 
that it has passed away into 
collegiate history.

It’s alive!

Opinion, page 4

While Harvard defeated Yale 
14-10 in a late game comeback, 
Cornell was unable to score in 
its matchup against Penn, re-
sulting in the Quakers standing 
alone atop the Ancient Eight.

Penn clinches Ivy 
title in its entirety

Sports, page 6

News around the clock
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Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

By JErEmy BlEEKE aND JESSICa hIllS
Columbia Daily Spectator

At PS 163 on 97th Street, two trailers 
parked outside have become more like 
permanent wings of the building for 
the past 10 years.

These trailers provide additional class-
rooms as the school operates at 105 per-
cent capacity, with at least two more class-
rooms full of students than it was built to 
hold, according to Helen Rosenthal, for-
mer chair of the Upper West Side Com-
munity Board 7. She predicted that the 
school is likely to see a huge influx in new 
students as the Columbus Square devel-
opment—which includes five new apart-
ment rental towers—nears completion 
on Columbus Avenue from 97th Street 
to 100th Street. Two of these residential 
buildings are already on the market.

Wendy Clapp-Shapiro, PS 163’s liaison 
to its local Community School District 3, 
said that since the development is still 
under construction, the school has not 
yet seen a major influx of new students. 
In the meantime, she is concerned that 
the new high rises will soon intensify an 
already critical situation. 

“We are very concerned that there are 
700 apartments in those five new build-
ings, and over the coming years we are 
concerned about having a large influx of 
students,” she said. 

Clapp-Schapiro added that, although 
additional space for PS 163 in the Co-
lumbus Square development might have 
been beneficial, the school had no power 
to fight for it at the time. “Everything they 
did was within the zoning laws so there re-
ally was no leverage for people to say that 
they had to build school space. So there 
was nothing that the community board 
could hold them to,” she said of the unre-
stricted development.

Space and size

In order to meet class size maximums 
and hold onto its cluster rooms—which 

SEE DISCIPlINE, page 2

Students seek change to Dean’s Discipline process

SEE COllEgES, page 3
SEE ClaSS SIzE, page 3

CUNY
community

colleges restrict 
admissions

PS 163 anticipates 
overcrowding due to 

Columbus Square

Development  
leaves no
room for 

public school

“Everything’s OK here. 
... It’s not like going to 
Harvard—you need a 
high school diploma and 
a $65 money order.” 

EvENtS

Ethics for lunch

Colin Kahl, deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for the 
Middle East, is coming to 
Morningside Heights to 
lecture on the road ahead for 
the Obama administration 
as forces pull out of Iraq.

International Affairs Building, 
Room 707. 4:10 p.m. 

the future of 
U.S.-Iraq relations

QUOtE OF thE Day

Dr. Kenneth Prager of the 
CUMC Ethics Committee 
will lecture on one of the 
toughest parts of medicine—
what to tell patients in dif-
ficult situations, and how 
much of the truth to reveal. 
Lunch will be served.

Presbyterian Hospital, seventh 
floor auditorium, noon

—Mostab Alli, 
second-year 

student at Borough 
of Manhattan 

Community College

Photo illustration by Yipeng Huang, Photo by Jawad Bhatti / Staff photographer
maxImUm CaPaCIty  |  Applications for community colleges have steadily        
increased, and many schools say that they cannot meet the growing demand.

Kid-friendly camera designed at 
Columbia makes worldwide debut

By CathErINE maS
Spectator Staff Writer 

It teaches science, engineering, photog-
raphy, and Web sharing, and it fits in the 
palm of your hand.

It is the “BigShot,” a small digital cam-
era for elementary school students. Shree 
Nayar, T.C. Chang Professor of Computer 
Science and co-director of the Columbia 
Vision and Graphics Center, along with a 
team of graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents, invented this inexpensive camera 
that comes in separate parts so users can 
assemble the device themselves.

According to Nayar, the project has 
three aims. He wants children to learn 
key engineering and science concepts by 
assembling the camera, to explore their 

creativity and artistic expression by taking 
photos, and to upload and share their pic-
tures with other students across the world 
on the BigShot Web site.

Nayar said that much of his previous 
work has dealt with high-end technol-
ogy, and his motivation for building a 
simple camera was to create something 
accessible to a vast audience across con-
tinents and socioeconomic boundaries. 
The name BigShot comes from his goal 
to turn underprivileged children—who 
might otherwise be underexposed to sci-
ence and engineering—into “big shots” 
by giving them the camera. The group of 
researchers who invented the device have 
also tested the camera in Bangalore, India 

SEE BIgShOt, page 2

Courtesy of Shree Nayar
BIg ShOtS  |  Computer science professor Shree Nayar invented BigShot, an interactive 
camera that teaches elementary school students about engineering and photography.

By maggIE aStOr
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Uninsured residents of the Upper West 
Side will soon have a lot more options.

The William F. Ryan Community 
Health Center has been a neighborhood 
resource for decades, and is planning to 
increase its patient capacity by 50 percent 
next May, when it expands its services to 
a new location at Amsterdam Avenue 
and West 100th Street in the now-open-
ing Columbus Square development.

According to Will 
Murphy, senior direc-
tor for program ser-
vices at the Center, the 
new space will house 
the women’s, pediat-
ric, and mental health 
facilities, along with a 
federal program called 
Women, Infants, and 
Children, which pro-
vides food stamps and nutrition education 
for low-income families. With a 50 percent 
increase in space, Murphy said they will 
be able to add to the number of specialty 
services offered at the original 97th Street 
location and serve 10,000 more people, 
after treating 20,000 patients last year.

Murphy couldn’t specify the additional 
specialty services planned because nego-
tiations with potential staff and partners 
are ongoing, but said, “It’s part of our over-
all mission to provide all services under 
one roof.” 

The existing clinic on West 97th Street be-
tween Amsterdam and Columbus—which 
opened in 1988 as an extension of the 
original center established in 1967—offers 
general and specialized services, including 

pediatrics, mental health, women’s health, 
neurology, vision, and dental. It was founded 
on the principle, espoused by former Rep. 
William F. Ryan (D-N.Y.), that “healthcare is 
a right, not a privilege.” In keeping with that 
philosophy, the Ryan Center serves primar-
ily low-income individuals. Its three primary 
New York City locations accept Medicare, 
Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Family Health 
Plus, and over a dozen other insurance plans, 
and offer income-based sliding scales to un-
insured patients.  

Ryan Center health clinic 
expands on Upper West Side

SEE ClINIC, page 3

Graphic by Yipeng Huang
COlUmBUS SQUarE  |  Ryan Center will open 
a new clinic on 100th Street in May.
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The advisory board is composed 
of student leaders, administra-
tors, and representatives from 
Residential Programs, Judicial 
Affairs, the Center for Student 
Advising, CCSC, and ESC.  

“The main issue we have with 
it is that there’s very little, or ac-
tually no student involvement or 
input,” Nuriel Moghavem, CC ’11 
and CCSC vice president of fund-
ing, said. Moghavem is a member 
of both the ad hoc committee and 
the advisory board. 

The Office of Judicial Affairs 
and Community Standards was 
established in 2006 to streamline 
the University judicial system. In 
the past, academic and behavioral 
cases were handled separately in 
the Center for Student Advising 
and the Office of Residential 
Programs, respectively, while the 
OJA now addresses both.

Students still complained of 
a lack of transparency in the 
Dean’s Discipline process, a 
system that was seen by some 
as inaccessible. Former Dean of 
Student Affairs Chris Colombo 
set up a committee of students 
and administrators, which began 
meeting in 2008, to make rec-
ommendations to OJA. Kevin 
Shollenberger, current dean of 
Student Affairs, took the recom-
mendations into consideration 
and created the advisory board.

Currently, OJA fields com-
plaints and decides whether 
Dean’s Discipline is warrant-
ed, according to the University 
Web site. Students are informed 
in writing if complaints will go 
through Dean’s Discipline and 
whether they may review their 
file before the hearing.

“At least two members of 
the staff of the Dean of Student 
Affairs Office will administer the 
hearing. A student may not be 
accompanied by another person 

in the hearing, including a family 
member, a friend, or an attorney,” 
the Web site explains, adding, “If 
the student is found responsible, 
the degree of seriousness of the 
offense and the student’s previ-
ous disciplinary record, if any, 
will determine the severity of the 
sanction that will be issued. A 
student will be notified in writ-
ing of the outcome of the hearing.” 
Sanctions can range from a disci-
plinary warning to expulsion.

CCSC Vice President of Policy 
Sarah Weiss, CC ’10, sits on the ad 
hoc committee, which she says is 
looking to the honor systems at 
Barnard and Princeton as possible 
models for change at Columbia. 

Barnard students who dispute 
charges brought against them by 
faculty, or students who admit 
guilt and choose not to use Dean’s 
Discipline, go before the Barnard 
College Honor Board.

The board, which typically in-
cludes eight students and three 
faculty members, meets once 
a month to promote the honor 
code by distributing newsletters 
and fliers and setting up tables to 
discuss the process with students 
directly. According to Yolanda 
Lannquist, BC ’10 and chair of 
the honor board, keeping students 
involved in the hearings is impor-
tant. “Students understand how 
students think,” she explained. 

At a hearing, the chair first re-
views the charge and evidence. 
The board then hears from any-
one testifying on behalf of the 
student, and then from the stu-
dent herself. The honor board 
decides whether the student is 
guilty and what sanctions should 
be imposed. A majority is needed 
to make a decision.

According to Karen Blank, 
Barnard dean of studies and 
adviser to the honor board, 
most students who admit guilt 
do not choose to go before the 
board. From 2004 to 2009, 79 

cases were referred to the Dean 
of Studies Office, but only four 
cases went before the honor 
board. The rest of the cases 
went before the same deans who 
originally handled them. 

“Unless they [students in 
question] feel that we perhaps 
wouldn’t be fair … I think they 
often decide that they would like 
to have this resolved as soon as 
possible,” Blank said.

Barnard has also formed a 
committee to explore handling 
behavioral cases through a sys-
tem similar to the honor board. 
The committee has already cre-
ated a community code similar 
to Barnard’s honor code, but 
has yet to establish concrete 
plans for changing its behav-
ioral judicial process.   

Because Columbia’s commit-
tee was established earlier this se-
mester, no concrete proposals or 
plans currently exist. “We really 
want to think about if students can 
be involved and how can they be 
involved, but we’re still in a think-
ing-through process,” Weiss said.

But both she and Moghavem 
have praised OJA for their sup-
port and willingness to listen to 
students’ concerns. “The OJA is 
really committed to re-evaluating 
the process,“ Weiss said.     

Some changes have already 
been made—there are now ad-
visers on tap to guide students 
before their hearings, which was 
suggested by the committee. The 
board, which includes both stu-
dents and faculty, continues to 
advise OJA, while the committee 
seeks to make bigger changes. 

This summer, OJA expanded 
training sessions for residential 
advisers to more clearly address 
the Dean’s Discipline process. The 
Student Affairs staff also went 
through additional training, and 
have updated their Web site.

“The Judicial Affairs Advisory 
Board continues to evaluate the 

success of the changes and con-
sider additional modifications as 
needed to ensure a fair and trans-
parent process,” Shollenberger 
wrote in an e-mail.

Moghavem said the commit-
tee aims to create a proposal by 
December and then send it to the 
student councils for approval. He 
predicted that the project will be 
completed in two years, though 
Weiss said it may be closer to 
three. “The wheels will really be 
moving fast once the semester 
is over and the process of actu-
ally making these changes, espe-
cially the short term ones, will 
definitely be in place by the end 
of the year, if not already done,” 
Moghavem said. 

While details of the proposal 
are being discussed, the ad hoc 
committee’s short-term goal is to 
teach students about the Dean’s 
Discipline process.

According to Moghavem, 
most students do not know 
about the judicial system. “I 
would dare to say maybe 98 
out of 100 kids don’t know the 
judicial process or the Dean’s 
Discipline process,” he said.

Saketh Kalathur, CC ’13, 
echoed that sentiment, saying, “I 
didn’t even know we had an Office 
of Judicial Affairs.”

Weiss stressed the impor-
tance of students knowing 
“more about the judicial process 
before they get there by giving 
them proactive information, in-
stead of them having a case and 
then learning about the judicial 
affairs process.”

Lannquist and Blank both ad-
vocated raising awareness as a de-
terrent to violations. 

“There tends to be less academ-
ic dishonesty at colleges and uni-
versities that have honor codes,” 
Blank said.  “I think we all need 
reminders in our lives of the val-
ues that are important to us.”
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Investigative journalism center draws applicants despite gloomy media landscape
By clAire stern

Spectator Staff Writer

Kristina Peterson bought 
prescription drugs online with-
out a prescription.

A 2009 alumna of the Toni 
Stabile Center for Investigative 
Journalism at the Graduate 
School of Journalism, Peterson 
was investigating a Web site that 
illegally sells prescription drugs 
last May, when she decided to 
order the product herself. 

“The day that it arrived, we 
shrieked and took all of these 
photos. It was great to see 
something candid that we’ve 
gotten,” she said.

It is this kind of thorough re-
porting that takes place in the 
three-year-old Stabile Center for 
Investigative Journalism.

According to Sheila Coronel, 
director of the Center, more 
than 100 students applied this 
year, marking the largest and 
most diverse pool of applicants 
since the program’s inception 
in 2006 —despite the fact that 
investigative reporting in to-
day’s media environment is 
threatened. 

Stabile students are required 
to complete the investigative 
track on top of traditional M.S. 
concentrations in broadcast, 
newspaper, magazine, and digi-
tal media. And with new com-
puter-assisted reporting meth-
ods, Stabile has evolved every 
year in response to the changing 
media landscape.

“You read a lot about how in-
vestigative reporting has to be 
done through the Web, using 
new techniques that the Web al-
lows ... The Stabile Center is part 
of this trend,” Coronel said.

The program also focuses on 
how changes in technology cre-
ate new opportunities to pres-
ent content and influence the 
models for funding investiga-
tive reporting. Coronel said 

that not many other graduate 
programs provide this focused 
opportunity. “Other universi-
ties have investigative report-
ing classes, but not a dedicated 
track,” she said.

“It’s definitely challenging,” 
said Amy Brittain, Journalism 
’10 and a current Stabile 

student. “It’s almost like hav-
ing a second major.”

Students are also required 
to complete specialized reports 
for their master’s project. In the 
past, students have mapped the 
rise in methadone prescrip-
tions, explored Internet phar-
macies, and reported on global 

trade in substandard drugs.
Some alumni have carried 

their work from the classroom 
into the professional world. 
Two years ago, Peterson wrote 
a story that ran on the front 
page of the New York Times, 
about athletes who lack ade-
quate health care coverage.

“It was the most fantastic ex-
perience ever,” she said. “The 
purpose of being a journalist is 
that you find things that people 
involved don’t necessarily want 
to be news, and you bring that 
to the attention of your readers. 
That was why I, in concept, want-
ed to go to the Stabile Center.”

Brittain said that this kind of re-
porting reflects the growing impor-
tance of technology in journalism. 
“It’s part of the new media emer-
gence, and it’s a justification for 
why journalism school still exists. 
We need people to do this for the 
history of our country,” she said.

news@columbiaspectator.com  

Shelby Layne / Staff photographer
investigAtions  |  Sheila Coronel, director of the Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism at the J-School, says that applications for the Stabile track have increased, de-
spite the fact that changes in media are threatening investigative journalism. This year, the 3-year-old Center fielded over 100 graduate applicants.

disciPline from front page

Bigshot from front page

and Vung Tau, Vietnam as part 
of an effort to make BigShot a 
global enterprise.

The camera features three 
lenses: a regular lens, a pan-
oramic lens, and a stereo lens 
that produces three-dimen-
sional images that can be seen 
with 3-D glasses. The glasses 
are included in the camera kit, 
along with a dynamo—or a 
crank—that is wound to gen-
erate the energy needed to take 
pictures, so the device does not 
need batteries.

“The reason we did it is not 
so that you can take pictures 
when you run out of a battery, 
but it’s more the idea of put-
ting the mechanics of that [the 
crank] in there so we can teach 
them that as well,” Nayar said, 
adding that the design teaches 
kids about the mechanics of a 
camera as well as the physiol-
ogy of the eye.

Nayar has two small chil-
dren of his own, and asked for 
input from his seven-year-old 
son, Akash, when considering 
the concept of the camera two 
years ago. “We had lots of con-
versations, to the extent that he 
started making his own sketch-
es and suggesting his own de-
sign,” he said.

The research group also 
tested it out at the School at 
Columbia University, a pri-
vate school affiliated with 
the University. Lisbeth Uribe, 
head science teacher at the 
School, said that the camera’s 
accompanying Web site “does 
a fantastic job of explaining 
how the camera works. And 
the Flash animation is mar-
velous, wonderful for teach-
ing the kids.” 

“It was interesting how 
hands-on the camera was, how 
you could really understand 
how it functioned,” said her son, 
eighth grader Oscar Uribe.

Lisbeth Uribe added, “This 
is a wonderful project also 
because of its ability to con-
nect people from such diverse 
cultures and backgrounds, 
so there’s a wonderful social 
studies piece.”

The Web site allows stu-
dents from across the world 
to share pictures, which stu-
dent designers agreed is the 
linchpin of the project.

“We want kids of the same 
age to share their experiences, 
their lives, everything, with 
kids around the world,” said 
Guru Krishnan, a Ph.D. student 
who helped develop the Web 
site and software.

Nayar said that the glob-
al response has been over-
whelming, adding that he 
hopes eventually it can be 
widely produced and acces-
sible internationally. 

“Every day I get about 10 
e-mails from all around the 
world,” Krishnan said. In just 
one day he received mes-
sages from Israel, China, the 
Netherlands, India, and the 
United States from people who 
heard about the cameras and 
hoped to acquire them.

Brian Smith, SEAS ’09 and 
now a graduate student in com-
puter science, worked on the 
design and field research, which 
he said was most rewarding. 

“Kids are incredibly cre-
ative,” Smith said. “They took 
gorgeous pictures of their 
neighborhood. … They really 
get a kick out of it, and so that’s 
the neatest part.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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The catalyst for purchasing 
the new site was the impending 
loss of a space on West 100th 
Street between Amsterdam and 
Columbus, which the Center 
had occupied since 1967. The 
New York City Department of 
Health is closing that building 
for renovations. 

“We were already on the 
lookout for space for a number 
of years,” Murphy said. Despite 
the fact that 801 Columbus was 
relatively expensive, he said 
they didn’t have another choice. 
“We were kind of in a bind, we 
needed to find space for those 
services. A confluence of cir-
cumstances occurred whereby 
that space was available, the de-
veloper was looking for an or-
ganization that could fall under 
the rubric of community use, 
and we fit well into that require-
ment, so we negotiated a long-
term lease,” Murphy said.

But concerns about finances 
linger. “That’s one of the rea-
sons our projection for servic-
es is ambitious,” Murphy said. 
“We really need to see quite a 
number of people in order to 
be able to afford that space and 
continue to expand.” 

The Center received federal 
stimulus money earlier this year, 
and is hoping to get additional 
federal funding in the future. In 
the short term, the expansion is 
funded by grants from several 
foundations, which Murphy said 
he was not authorized to name. 

“The economic downturn 
really has led to an increase 
in patients registering with 

us at all of our sites,” Murphy 
added. “Unfortunately, a lot of 
those people have no insurance, 
so that hasn’t led to increased 
revenue for us necessarily. We’re 
hoping the federal government 
will see its way clear to make 
some more funding available 
for that reason, because what-
ever health care reform gets 
passed in Congress is not go-
ing to take effect immediately.” 

High rates of uninsured indi-
viduals, he said, “will continue 
to be a fiscal drain on organiza-
tions like ours.” 

The new clinic will be a part 
of Columbus Square, the large 
mixed-use development on 
Columbus Avenue from 97th 
Street to 100th Street, which has 
been opposed by some residents 
of the existing middle-income 
Park West Village units. 

“This superblock develop-
ment we’re moving into has 
been a little controversial,” 
Murphy said, but speaking of 
neighborhood residents, he 
added, “They have come to 
know us and trust us. But I 
think for a lot of the folks in 
the community, it was a really 
good thing that Ryan ended up 
being a tenant there.” 

Maggi Peyton, president of 
the Park West Village Tenants’ 
Association, agreed, adding 
that her association has held 
meetings in the Ryan Center’s 
97th Street space.  

“I think they’re a first-class 
community medical facility, and 
they’ve been great neighbors,” 
Peyton said. “Change is coming 
and it’s hard, but I don’t think 
anyone in Park West Village has 

any problems with the Ryan 
Center, no matter where they 
go.” Peyton, who is a senior ad-
viser to Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer, re-
called that in the immediate 
aftermath of the Sept. 11thin 
terrorist attacks, Ryan Center 
officials “were the first to call 
our office offering help.” 

Murphy said that the de-
mand for the Center’s pediatric 
services has increased recently, 
partly as a result of its outreach 
at five public schools—Edward 
A. Reynolds West Side High 
School on West 102nd Street, 
Booker T. Washington Middle 
School on West 107th Street, 
and three schools downtown. 
“Those parents often tend to 
switch over to us if the child is 
being seen in the school by one 
of our staff,” he said. 

Murphy added, “We have 
seen an increase in the number 
of families who are eligible for 
WIC services, and WIC and nu-
trition services are going to be 
co-located with pediatrics. That 
should facilitate the enrollment 
of more families in that very 
valuable service.” 

In addition to its 97th Street 
location, the Ryan Center oper-
ates hubs in Midtown and on the 
Lower East Side, and several off-
site outreach centers. The latest 
expansion “was a project that 
was sort of born out of necessity, 
but there was some serendipity 
added in there,” Murphy said. 
“We weren’t looking for a space 
quite as large as what we got, but 
it turns out it fits into our plans 
for growth in the future.”
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… If we kept on accepting ap-
plications, we wouldn’t have 
had classes for them.” 

This summer, Jean McTavish, 
principal of Edward A. Reyn-
olds West Side High School on 
West 102nd Street, noticed that 
students who applied to BMCC 
over the summer were accept-
ed not for the fall, but for the 
spring semester.

McTavish said that com-
munity college is generally the 
next step for Reynolds students 
seeking higher education, be-
cause Reynolds is an alternative 
high school students can trans-
fer to if they otherwise would 
not graduate.

“It has helped our kids in 
the past to be able to apply in 
the summertime,” she said, 
adding that rolling admis-
sions help Reynolds students, 
who have six opportunities 
during the year to earn cred-
it. “This is new.” 

First-year BMCC student 
Mariah Robinson saw the im-
pact of the deadline changes 
firsthand last year.  

“They’re pushing people 
away now—too many people 
are applying,” Robinson said. “I 
didn’t get my acceptance letter 
until August. I thought it would 
come in the summer.”  

Bracken’s office made pro-
spective applicants aware of 
the deadline change “at least a 
month in advance,” he said, by 
posting a sign outside the ad-
missions office. BMCC, which 
closed registration the earliest, 
notified potential applicants 

“about a week ahead of time,” 
said Rosen, through their Web 
site and through e-mail. 

“Many of my friends wanted 
to come. They applied one week 
after I did and couldn’t get in,” 
Robinson said. “It was so stress-
ful. Usually it’s no problem.”                 

Crowded classrooms and 
packed buildings have caught 
students’ attention.   

“When there was a fire 
drill at the beginning of the 
semester, there were so many 
people I took a video,” said 
second-year BMCC stu-
dent Karen Murillo. “It was 
packed. When I take the el-
evator in Murray Building, it 
can take a half an hour to get 
an elevator.” 

Rosen of BMCC con-
firmed that the college has 
reached its capacity.  

“It had been getting more 
crowded,” he said. “We want 
to provide as many amenities 
to students as possible. We 
are at that point now where 
we cannot do any more than 
we’ve done.”  

Students who applied dur-
ing the academic year did 
not seem as affected by the 
deadline changes. “I applied 
and got in—I don’t remem-
ber exactly when, but during 
last school year,” first-year 
BMCC student Chris Quin-
nonez said. “It wasn’t a prob-
lem, and I knew I was coming 
as soon as I got the letter.”   

Mostab Alli, in his second 
year at BMCC, has not noticed 
any changes.  

“Everything’s OK here,” 
he said. “It’s not like going to 

Harvard—you need a high 
school diploma and a $65 
money order.”   

Local guidance counselors 
recommend applying as early 
as possible to avoid the conse-
quences of shifting deadlines.   

Wade Klein, counselor for 
college admissions at the High 
School for Math, Science and 
Engineering at City College of 
New York, does not have many 
students who go on to com-
munity colleges, since his is a 
specialized high school. Yet he 
encourages them to apply early 
to all schools.

“I mandate early due dates 
for all of my students, so it kind 
of prevents that last-minute 
rush,” Klein said.   

He said higher application 
rates are due to increased com-
petition for spots in four-year 
programs, and to applicants 
looking to switch careers or 
continue their education in 
light of the recession.  

Bracken also cited the 
economy, as well as the rising 
costs of private education, as 
possible contributing factors 
to the spike in community 
college applications. Rosen 
pointed to economic factors 
as well, adding that fund-
ing for CUNY community 
colleges has increased and 
the reputation of commu-
nity colleges in general has 
improved. 

“Obama’s speech about the 
need for community colleges 
has given them more panache 
in the sense of the job situa-
tion,” Rosen said.  
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are rooms shared by the whole school as 
space for science, art, music, and com-
puter labs—PS 163 has resorted to these 
trailers to house kindergarten classes.

Yet “trailers are not a permanent so-
lution,” Rosenthal said, explaining that 
she and other CB7 members have be-
gun to seek solutions to overcrowding 
in schools located in the north part of 
CB7’s neighborhood. 

The school has formed a com-
mittee to address the lack of space. 
“We’re working on it, but we don’t 
have anything to present publicly 
yet,” Clapp-Shapiro said. PS 163 
principal Virginia Pepe did not re-
turn multiple calls for comment.

Leonie Haimson, executive director 
of Class Size Matters, a non-profit work-
ing to reduce class sizes around the city, 
said that overcrowding is a citywide 
problem that has become particularly 
potent on the Upper West Side in the 
shadow of large new developments.

“This year on the Upper West Side 
it’s getting quite critical,” Haimson 
said. “Children’s education has been 
dramatically eroded because of the 
overcrowding.”

Although the Department of Edu-
cation has added space in certain ar-
eas of the city, she said that this has 
been merely symbolic and not enough 
to accommodate the growing num-
ber of students. She noted that 500 
public school students were put on 

waiting lists for their schools’ kinder-
garten classes this fall and, according 
to Haimson’s estimates, the Upper 
West Side will need about 2500 new 
seats for the upcoming year.

“Despite the fact that we’ve been 
warning the Department of Educa-
tion that the crisis is getting worse, 
we haven’t yet seen an adequate re-
sponse,” she added.

Will Havemann, a spokesperson for 
the New York City Department of Edu-
cation, countered by saying that over-
crowding and class size do not neces-
sarily correlate.

“Overcrowding is a function simply 
of how many students are in a building, 
and how many students that building 
was designed to accommodate,” Have-
mann said. “Class size is a function 
both of space and the number of teach-
ers that a school can hire.”

DOE estimates show that there has 
only been one percent of growth be-
tween 2008 and 2009 in the eligible 
public school population for PS 163, 
according to Rosenthal.

But Sheldon Fine, a CB7 member 
and participant in the borough-wide 
Task Force on School Overcrowd-
ing, said that a systematic change was 
needed. “I think there needs to be a 
trigger when new developers come 
into an area that forces the DOE’s 
hands and the city administration’s 
hands to begin planning for the addi-
tional population,” he said, adding that 
there lacked a sense of local urgency. 

Learning a lesson

Without pressure from the DOE, 
the Columbus Square developer Stellar 
Management has not planned any con-
struction for local public schools.

Talia Mann, a spokesperson for Stel-
lar Management, wrote in an e-mail 
that the company does not “have for-
mal data on the increase in children to 
the development.” 

In response to questions of over-
crowding in public schools, Mann 
instead cited two private schools—
The Mandell School and the Solomon 
Schechter School—which are both mov-
ing into space at Columbus Square.

Rosenthal said the city should hold 
the developer accountable for respond-
ing to the growth in student population 
due to its new residences. If PS 163 con-
tinues to struggle with overcrowding, 
she said, “we’re going to have demand 
for four additional classrooms in four 
or five years, and we’re trying to talk 
to the DOE about that.” The next four 
months will be pivotal to determining 
how the community and city will cope 
with the overcrowding, she added.

Fine agreed, saying, “There’s no 
solution available for parents raising 
children there, other than adding to 
the overcrowding.”

“People are just beginning to move 
in so there aren’t existing members of 
the community to organize—it’s just 
the schools who will have to deal with 
the situation,” he added.

Still time for the South

This frustration has led the com-
munity board to take action in a com-
parable overcrowding scenario at the 
southern end of the district. Riverside 
South, another large mixed commer-
cial and residential development be-
tween West 59th and 61st streets along 
the Hudson River, has already brought 
an influx of students. 

PS 199 on West 70th Street expe-
rienced an increase from five kinder-
garten classes with 20 students each in 
2006 to nine kindergarten classes with 
23 students each this past fall, Rosenthal 
said. This year, 120 of the new students 
come from the new Trump Towers de-
velopment, and she added, “If the new 
buildings hadn’t been built we wouldn’t 
have had this problem.”

While the community board is 
currently focused on Riverside South, 
which is in the planning stage of re-
searching school options, Rosenthal 
said that there are some key differ-
ences between the north and south 
developments.

In 1996, when the community 
board was negotiating with the city 
and the Riverside South developer—
Extell—they reached an agreement 
that the developer would notify the 
city when it had built a number of 
new apartments that warranted a new 
school. At that point, the Extell would 
have to give the city the option of buy-
ing a plot of land to build a school.

Rosenthal said that two years 
ago—after four or five buildings had 
gone up—the developer reached the 
threshold number. Yet the Depart-
ment of Education did not see the 
demand for a new school.

“We are very concerned about 
this,” Rosenthal said.

Havemann of the DOE said that 
the Bloomberg administration has 
made an unprecedented effort to 
reduce overcrowding in public 
schools throughout the city, though 
he could not comment on specific 
developments.

“We recognize that enrollment in 
some neighborhoods is going up, so 
we target our school construction to 
where that new space will be needed 
most,” he said. “This year we opened 
23 new school buildings, and next 
year we’re on track to open a large 
number of buildings as well.”

Rosenthal said they are looking 
for a temporary location to incubate 
new classes that will ultimately be 
moved to the Riverside South neigh-
borhood, once the DOE has built a 
new school on that site.

Meanwhile, Clapp-Shapiro said that 
PS 163 parents remain optimistic about 
their school to the north.

She said, “We feel like we’re on top 
of it, and we’re certainly following 
things closely, and we’re still inter-
ested in working with the neighbors 
on our block.”
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Politics on stilts

shaina Rubin

Crown: Thanksgiving break is 
in two days!

Frown: Thanksgiving itself 
is also in two days. Figuring 
out how to get out of those 
Wednesday classes to be home 
in time for turkey is always a 
challenge...

Crown: John Jay had its 
Thanksgiving feast last week.
Frown: If only John Jay were 
that delicious all year round.

Crown: A sign in John Jay an-
nounces to students that food 
ingredients are posted online.

Frown: We’re still waiting on 

Dining Services to post ingre-
dients in the actual dining hall.

Crown: Roar, Lion, Roar! 
Football team ends the sea-
son with a spectacular win.

Crown: Making Alma Mater 
proud, Raphael Graybill, 
CC ’10, wins Rhodes and 
Marshall scholarships.

Crown: As of this Friday, it is 
socially acceptable to play your 
holiday playlist on repeat.

Frown: As of this Friday, 
it is socially acceptable to 
play your holiday playlist on 
repeat.

staff Editorial

“Student 
activism 
is dead!” 

a student yelled 
out in a class I am 
taking on social 
research. His sen-
timents are echoed 
frequently. Many 
feel that the obses-
sion with chasing 
grades and jobs 
has created apathy 
in students.  

Even at 
Columbia, contem-

porary activism is nowhere near the legend-
ary levels of the 1968 protests. Today’s pro-
tests are dignified vigils on Low Steps, with 
a few exceptions, such as the hunger strike 
of 2007. Often, these protests appear to be 
displays of activism for activism’s sake. 

But the conclusion that student ac-
tivism is dead is flawed—rather, one’s 
definition of “activism” must be re-ex-
amined. Activism does not only consist 
of strikes, protests, and picket lines. It 
is not only the activities of the 40 or so 
groups listed as “political/activist” on the 
Student Development and Activities Web 
site. Rather, activism is embedded in the 
dialogue and activities of students all over 
campus—in classrooms and libraries, in 
publications and coffeehouses. Students 
working toward careers in public or inter-
national policy, organizing free trade fairs, 
replacing disposable cups with Blue Java 
mugs, using cloth bags when shopping 
for groceries, or writing opinion pieces in 
publications, are all activists. They may 
not shout from rooftops or display six-foot 
banners, but to overlook them when as-
sessing campus activism would be severely 
misguided and misinformed.

Contemporary student activism has 
been transformed by information tech-
nology and social media, which have 

exponentially expanded the number and 
diversity of available forums. They have 
created a generation of “thought leaders” 
by granting velocity and visibility to ideas 
and thoughts that would otherwise have 
remained in the pages of academic papers 
or personal journals. Blogs, online discus-
sion forums, online journals and maga-
zines, Facebook, and Twitter all represent 
the new generation of platforms for activ-
ist expression.

The promise of being heard in turn 
stimulates the production of student ideas 
and encourages student creativity and 
dialogue when thinking up solutions to 
contemporary challenges. The mushroom-
ing of undergraduate student journals 
on campuses across the country and the 
popularity of organizations such as the 
Roosevelt Institution, a student policy think 
tank based in Washington, D.C., reflect this. 
Students are in a unique position of influ-
ence because of their lack of official affilia-
tion and institutional biases. They not only 
benefit from the relative objectivity of the 
academic perspective, but are also free from 
many of the administrative or bureaucratic 
constraints that professors and university or 
think tank scholars face. They do not have 
to worry yet about jeopardizing their pros-
pects for tenure, or about fulfilling grant 
requirements, or about producing content 
that will attract financial support from 
grant foundations. They face a less bureau-
cratic, suffocating, and prolonged process 
for publication in peer-reviewed journals—
where many professors wait over a year for 
their papers to be published in established 
academic journals, the turnaround time 
is a semester on average for undergradu-
ate journals. Their ideas therefore have far 
more potential for velocity and volume, and 
their capacity to bring about real change 
becomes all the more amplified.

Activism takes other, even more subtle 
forms as well. Just through their daily 
consumer choices, students can engage 

in silent but powerful activism. Nomi 
Network, a nonprofit organization based in 
New York City, sells bags made by women 
in Cambodia on the Lerner Hall ramps 
every Thursday. DeltaGDP hosts fair trade 
fairs to raise awareness of and money 
for fair trade products and companies. 
Starbucks and Blue Java sell organically 
grown fair trade coffee. For student wallets, 
these are consumption choices that come at 
a premium, since “organic” and “fair trade” 
are often trendy excuses for price inflation 
—even beyond “fair trade” levels. However, 
the consumer becomes activist when he 
or she makes these choices in an informed 
way. As I discussed at great length in my 
previous column, competition for “green 
business” ideas serves to stimulate the 
production and implementation of student 
solutions to pressing economic challeng-
es. When massive corporations such as 
Walmart take on green business and fair 
trade initiatives, the impact is far greater 
than that of the loudest demonstrations or 
signed petitions.

Student activism is very much alive 
and kicking. You just have to look a little 
further than banners on Low Plaza or tents 
pitched on South Lawn. It is there in class-
rooms, in libraries, on the pages of campus 
publications, and in student dialogue. It 
need not take the form of pre-planned and 
organized activity—it can be embedded 
in one’s daily life in subtle yet powerful 
ways. Anyone can be an activist—you do 
not need a loud voice, an overtly radical 
demeanor, or a bandana. All you need is a 
change in perspective—a redrawing of the 
lines of where activism lies. 

Monica Varman is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in economics-mathematics 
and concentrating in sustainable develop-
ment. She is a senior editor of Consilience 
and works on the Millennium Village proj-
ect. Green Piece runs alternate Tuesdays. 

opinion@columbiaspectator.com   
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Correction
Yesterday’s “Attitude of gratitude” spread included a misleading formatting error. The final three paragraphs of Rami Levi’s “Sister dearest and giving thanks” were in 
fact a separate entry by Pierre Gergis titled “Giving thanks for Thanksgiving,” but Gergis’ piece was erroneously included as part of the body of Levi’s piece and was 
not attributed to Gergis. The online version of the spread has been updated to reflect the correct formatting. We deeply regret the error.

by MichaEl sPitzER-RubEnstEin

Plenty of these articles state a question 
and then answer it. This isn’t such an arti-
cle—I have no answer. Columbia has long 
been marked by activism. Back issues of this 
newspaper document a storied history of stu-
dent political action. While one may disagree 
about the merits of many of the acts, there’s no 
doubt they existed. Two years ago, students 
congregated and mounted both a hunger 
strike and a counter-protest, all because of 
the school curriculum. Just last year, masses 
gathered on Low Steps to watch moments of 
the election and then Barack Obama’s inau-
guration. So where is that energy now?

Could things be so good that there’s no 
need for students to react? Are Michele 
Moody-Adams and the rest of the Columbia 
administration so good that all the issues 
the hunger strikers fought for have been ad-
dressed to such satisfaction in these first few 
months of her tenure? Our new dean seems 
very nice from the couple times I’ve met her, 
but she has not revolutionized Columbia. 
And even if she has, so what? Furthermore, 
our most memorable activism, in 1968, was 
not simply a reaction to a hostile administra-
tion, but to national events and trends.

And to be fair, this isn’t just about 
Columbia. Across the nation, there seems to 

be a dearth of activism. After the eight years 
of George W. Bush, perhaps people just want 
a break. American politics have typically 
been cyclical. After the chaos of World War I, 
people wanted to turn inward and enjoy bor-
ing political “normalcy.” Following Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal and World War II, peo-
ple wanted the picket-fenced suburbia of ’50s 
America. After Jimmy Carter’s turbulent four 
years of oil and hostage crises, business re-
exerted its cultural influence, and the Silicon 
Valley dot-com bubble did the same. Is that 
what this latency is—a turn from politics to 
less chaotic realms?

Possibly, but so much is still undone. 
American soldiers are still in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Climate change legislation, 
which might slow our sprint into the abyss, 
has not moved much out of congressional 
committees. Health care reform still sits 
in Congress with an unclear fate. Despite 
New York’s first Democratic-controlled State 
Senate in decades, gay marriage legislation is 
stalled, with questions about whether it will 
ever be voted on, let alone passed. Have we 
as a country decided that these issues are 
simply too tough, and it’s better to just leave 
them to other people?

Part of the problem may be that there is 
such Democratic control of government at the 
local, state, and national level. If things don’t 
happen, it’s not because Republicans pre-
vent them from moving forward. Certainly, 
Republicans oppose many of the issues for 
which campus groups advocate. Up until Jan. 
20 of this year, the answer to so many of our 
challenges could be “George W. Bush,” and 

it would be true. Yet, thanks in part to the 
work of many students, Democrats control 
almost every branch of government from 
the lowest to the highest level, with the no-
table exception of New York City Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg, an independent and for-
mer Democrat. Democratic activists achieved 
more than many ever seriously hoped, but in 
an odd way, that’s disempowering—nothing 
happened. We successfully worked to put 
people in office, and those problems still exist. 
For a variety of reasons, including politicians 
who don’t share our views, the issues haven’t 
been resolved. What’s the point of working 
and being politically active if it doesn’t ac-
complish anything?

The truth is, few of the things we face can 
only be addressed in Washington. Our atten-
tion may be riveted by health care reform 
debates in Congress, but that won’t be a pana-
cea even for health care—there are so many 
complicated facets that Congress is not even 
dealing with, never mind fixing. President 
Obama will not reduce our student loans or 
help the homeless dotting New York’s streets 
to find housing and a means to live. We must 
take on the burden of solving these prob-
lems. So why aren’t we? Why aren’t we ral-
lying to the cause of something greater than 
ourselves? If you feel bad that so many people 
must beg for a living, why aren’t you doing 
anything? And if you are doing something, 
why aren’t you enlisting other Columbia stu-
dents in your cause?

The author is a Columbia College 
sophomore.  

by jEssE hoRwitz

When I came to Columbia, I did not expect 
that service would play a large role in my col-
legiate experience. I had volunteered in high 
school for a peer tutoring program and worked 
with another group that provided services to 
the children of incarcerated women. But in 
all honesty, my participation in those orga-
nizations was one part good intentions, one 
part résumé-padding for college applications, 
and one part the simple fact that high school 
activities do not require huge amounts of time 
in one’s schedule.

At the activities fair in my freshman year, 
I, like pretty much every other student at 
Columbia, signed up for about 40 organiza-
tions without any particular thought. During 
orientation week, as I’m sure you all remem-
ber, you don’t have that many friends yet, and 
you’re a bit taken with all the possible versions 
of you that could unfold over the four years 
to come. Among the myriad sheets to which 
I affixed my signature, I must have signed up 
for an uncharismatically named organization 
called Mentor High School Extension.

The only reason I know that I signed up for 
this group was that a week after the fair I got a 
call from Sonia Reese, the executive director 
of Community Impact. She informed me that 
the organization had no returning members 

and that I was one of two people who had put 
their names on its sad recruitment sheet. In 
other words, if I didn’t agree to coordinate the 
program, it would cease to exist.

I talked matters over with the other name 
on the list, Lauri Feldman, who was a sopho-
more at the time and a complete stranger to 
me. We decided to give coordinating the pro-
gram a go. It was an opportunity to build an 
organization of our own, and if we failed, the 
program would only meet the fate for which 
it was otherwise destined. While somewhat 
skeptical about our outlook, Community 
Impact was incredibly supportive, providing 
the infrastructure and funding that we needed 
to reboot the program.

Playing expert on an organization we knew 
nothing about, an organization that did not 
even properly exist yet, Lauri and I assembled 
a motley group of 15 Columbians to mentor 
high school students from the Manhattan 
Center for Science and Mathematics. We did 
not know how things would go. And then we 
met the students. They were some of the nic-
est, hardest working kids that I’ve ever had 
the pleasure to meet—the type of people that 
I was friends with when I was in high school. 
Knowing them raised the stakes—we needed 
this program to succeed because we didn’t 
want to let them down.

Over the next three years, we built ourselves 
up from a fragile organization with nothing 
more than the skeleton structure of a partner-
ship between Community Impact, the New 
York City Department of Education, and the 
Manhattan Center into a robust group of 25 
mentor-student pairs. We have developed 

a strong calendar of academic and cultural 
events, ranging from sessions with Columbia 
alumni to college essay-writing workshops to 
trips to Columbia sports games and Broadway 
shows.

We’ve done this all with a generous, but 
certainly not gaudy, budget. One of the main 
takeaways I have from the experience is that 
you can accomplish a lot as a Columbia student 
group without enormous funding. In planning 
events, the Columbia name itself is very pow-
erful. Mention that you are a Columbia orga-
nization, and you will get speakers, discounted 
books, discounted food, and free or discounted 
tickets. People believe in this university and 
are eager to help its students in their service 
endeavors.

Almost four years after rebooting the pro-
gram, I am now preparing to leave it as I ap-
proach graduation. It’s probably the part of 
my Columbia experience about which I feel 
the best—the one that I am most clearly leav-
ing in better shape than I found it. When you 
commit so much time and work to an orga-
nization, making plans for its future is as im-
portant as any other involvement you’ve had 
with it. Last year, we started bringing on new 
coordinators so that they can take the founda-
tions we’ve laid and hopefully expand them 
into something ever more exciting. At the very 
least, we’re leaving them with a better name. I 
think Mentoring Youth in New York City (My 
NYC) would have gotten more than two names 
on its sign-up sheet. At least, I hope.

The author is a Columbia College senior ma-
joring in economics. 
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get rid of your accent...now!  
gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. individual-
ized training. close to cu. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
experienced in eSL and adult ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.
attention foreign StudentS: 
get your H-1B cases ready now! num-
bers still available. the citizenship & 
immigration Services (uSciS) is still 
accepting new H-1B petitions for pro-
fessionals that count against the fy 
2010 cap. employers and profession-
als are urged to begin the H-1B peti-
tion process now. usage is expected 
to increase with the 2009-10 gradua-
tion season. contact attorney Sylvia 
M Montan, PLLc for a consultation 
and to start your process now. free 
consultation with this ad. affordable 
rates offered. Law Office of Sylvia M 
Montan, PLLc, 45 rockefeller Plaza, 
Ste 2000, ny, ny 10111. (212) 332-
4488. www.montanlaw.com

conSuLtation/inforMation 
need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? contact g & M con-
sulting. inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

exPerienced PSycHotHeraPiSt 
w/extensive background treating stu-
dents. UWS office. Consultations not 
billed. call (212) 875-1867. website: 
adamjacobson.org. adam Jacobson, 
LcSw, MSod. 

Low fee PSycHoanaLySiS
the cu Psychoanalytic center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. the evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
if psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. for 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the columbia Psy-
choanalytic center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

HeaLtHy cHiLd voLunteerS
needed for cu study on emotion. Par-
ticipants must be 10-17 years old. 
Kids will look at photographs and an-
swer questions about emotions. Pay 
is $12/hr. Parents can learn more by 
calling (212) 851-4104 or e-mailing 
Scan.kids@gmail.com

BerKSHire SKi HouSe
avail by month or season. 3 Brs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of north egre-
mont, 5 mi south of great Barrington, 
catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.greeneLa-
ma/egremontSeptember20. contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. e-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HiLLSdaLe, ny: 2 Br, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and catamount ski resort. 
only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. e-mail: phyllow@aol.com

ProfeSSionaL editing by colum-
bia Ph. d. dissertation and academic 
style expert (aPa, turabian, MLa, etc.). 
typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

riverdaLe aPt. Bright spacious 1 
BR, 1 bath, hardwood floors, high ceil-
ings, low maint, lots of closet space, 
steps to restaurants, shopping hous-
es of worship, buses, minutes walk to 
train and subway, $225,000. vladimir 
(917) 270-3938. 
BeautifuL, very SPaciouS 1300 
sq ft, 2 Br apt by cu. river views from 
every room. very sunny, quiet! Sun-
sets, boats. Beautiful, friendly landmark 
doorman bldg. Quiet, lively neighbor-
hood, excellent transportation, good 
restaurants & shopping. ac, tvs, hi-
speed wireless internet. contact Leo-
ra: la20@columbia.edu

HeaLtHy woMen 19-29: egg do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! to apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.Mydonor.net

want to zaP Student Loan debt 
faster? enjoy extra, ongoing passive 
residual income by linking huge, grow-
ing, thirsty crowd with the world’s most 
powerful antioxidant, heart-healthy cof-
fee. fantastic aroma, tastes even bet-
ter! exclusive, unique, patented, 2x 
healthier than any other coffee. inter-
views for serious, ambitious entrepre-
neurs only. e-mail resume to Mrs rog-
gie at ruthann@twcny.rr.com  

PSycHotHeraPy, HyPnotHeraPy 
and Healing: a holistic approach to self-
realization and empowerment. accept 
insurance or $55/student rate. aley-
da Martinez novotny, LcSw. (954) 
599-2484. empoweringthespirit.vpweb. 
com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

all ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



By Zach GluBiak
Spectator Staff Writer

After handing Harvard its first con-
ference loss of the year last weekend, 
Penn needed one more win to clinch the 
Ivy League football championship. The 
Quakers rose to the occasion, recording an 
emphatic 34-0 victory 
for their defense’s sec-
ond shutout of the year. 
The lopsided win ne-
gated Harvard’s valiant 
comeback against Yale 
to win the game 14-10. Had the Quakers 
lost, Crimson quarterback Collier Winters’ 
32-yard touchdown strike with 1:32 left 
would have meant not only a win for his 
team but also a share of its third straight 
Ivy League crown.

Penn was not interested in such he-
roics, however, as they capped off their 
rise to league supremacy in convincing 
fashion. Going into the weekend, Penn 
won seven straight games after a disap-
pointing 0-2 start. Their opponent, the 
Cornell Big Red, had little chance—Penn 
was favored by over four touchdowns. 
Indeed, the Quakers beat the other Ivy 
heavyweight, Harvard, in their last game 
to claim their spot as sole leader of the 
league and establish themselves as the 
team to beat. The impressive win came 
with the defense halting a late Harvard 
comeback with a goal line stand. 

The stand was representative of the stout 
play of Penn’s defense that has become a 
trademark of this year’s squad. Despite 
its strong effort against the Crimson, the 
Quaker defense may have saved its best 
for last. Playing on Senior Day at Franklin 
Field last Saturday and following the lead of 
senior co-captain Chris Wynn, Penn’s de-
fense allowed zero points, four first downs, 

and 110 total yards. Cornell amassed 61 of 
those yards on its last drive of the game, 
with Penn’s starters on the sideline and 
ready to celebrate. In addition, Cornell 
was forced to punt eight times. 

As has been the case this year for the 
Quakers, the Penn special teams and of-
fensive units ensured the defense’s domi-
nance proved decisive. The special teams 
chipped in early, blocking a Cornell 
punt with 10:41 remaining in the open-
ing quarter and setting up an easy score 
for the Red and Blue offense. From there, 
Quaker quarterbacks Kyle Olson and 
Keiffer Garton would combine to direct 
a methodical attack that logged four scor-
ing drives of eight plays or more en route 
to amassing 26 first downs. 

The steady offensive production re-
lied heavily on a balanced running game. 
Nine Quakers got carries on the day, with 

Garton’s 76 yards on 11 carries highlight-
ing the list. Overall, Penn tallied 251 yards 
on the ground on 49 carries. With the 
win, Penn finishes the year 8-2 overall and 
7-0 in Ivy League competition. The con-
ference crown was the program’s record 
11th outright championship and the 14th 
overall. The trophy represents Coach Al 
Bagnoli’s seventh outright title, the most 
in Ivy League history. 

In clinching the title, Penn ensured that 
Harvard and Yale’s rivalry contest, dubbed 
“The Game”, would have no champion-
ship implications. The turnout indicated 
the matchup still carried weight with 
both players and fans—52,692 spectators 
showed up to watch the Crimson topple 
the Bulldogs at the Yale Bowl behind two 
fourth-quarter scores. 

The massive crowd was treated to a 
sluggish defensive struggle for the first 

three quarters, with Yale holding a 10-0 
lead going into the last 15 minutes of play. 
Crimson quarterback Winters had other 
plans, however, and the Bulldogs’ designs 
on an upset went awry as Winters drove 
the field twice. 

Harvard found itself in a second-half 
hole due to two failed fourth down tries in 
Yale territory in the first half. Despite the 
first half difficulties, Winters only needed 
1:50 to find the end zone when handed 
the ball midway through the fourth. 
Following a crucial conversion on fourth-
and-four from the Harvard 30-yard line, 
he connected with Matt Luft on a 41-yard 
touchdown bomb that cut the deficit to 
10-7 with 6:46 to play. 

Yale’s next possession ended abruptly 
with 2:25 to play after the Yale coach called 

On Sunday, 
Princeton 
head coach 

Roger Hughes was 
fired after being at 
the helm of Tigers 
football for a de-
cade. This came as 
a surprise to me, 
especially consider-
ing how the Tigers 
rallied to win three 
of their final four 
games, to finish 

tied with Columbia for fourth place in the 
Ancient Eight. When first-team all-Ivy tail-
back and potential Player of the Year Jordan 
Culbreath was diagnosed with anemia, the 
Tigers’ season could have gone down the 
tubes. Hughes and the Tigers were able to 
right the ship and finished the season with a 
respectable league record.

Was Hughes the best coach ever? Surely 
not. Could he have taken steps to make sure 
his team had more depth than it did? Probably. 
Did he deserve to be fired? I don’t think so. 
I guess after 10 years, Princeton just wanted 
something new. We’ll see how that goes.

Here in Morningside Heights, some 
people—more than a few of them Spec 
columnists—thought that Columbia head 
coach Norries Wilson’s job was at stake going 
into the final two weeks of the season. While 
I’m sure that the Lions’ wins over Cornell 
and Brown changed their minds, they only 
affirmed what I thought all along—the 2009 
edition of the Lions is the best team that 
Wilson has had in his four years.

Sure, the Light Blue of 2006 had one more 
win than this year’s squad, but it also had a 
cupcake out-of-conference schedule. Fordham 
had an off-year going 3-8, Georgetown was as 
poor a team as it usually is, and Columbia was 
the best team that Iona played all year. Those 
three wins, plus a victory over a Cornell team 
that couldn’t win away from home, and a nail-
biter on the road against a Brown team that 
also finished 2-5 in the league, gave the Lions 
their best season in a decade. All in all, the 
Light Blue didn’t beat an opponent with a .500 
record or above that season.

The past two years were a buildup to this 
season, and we all knew it coming in. This was 
the year where the Lions were deep with talent 
at just about every position, and the rest of the 
Ivy League—outside of Penn and Harvard—
had a lot of question marks surrounding it 
entering the season. Suddenly, Columbia didn’t 
just have a chance to stick around in every 
game—it had a legitimate chance to win. The 
team and its fans had a newfound excitement 
entering the ’09 campaign, which has to be 
seen as a credit to the coaching staff. It’s not an 
easy task to generate hope in people who have 
been surrounded by defeat for so long, but at 
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Defending coach 
Wilson: 2009 his 
best season yet

Penn shuts out Cornell for sole custody of Ivy title  
Quakers finish their 
season undefeated 
in the Ivy League

Courtesy of Katie Rubin / The Daily Pennsylvanian
Back on Top  |  The Quakers won their first Ivy title since 2003 with a convincing 34-0 victory over the Big Red on Saturday.

See arounD The leaGue, page 7

See VelaZqueZ, page 7

Rank Final Standings

1
penn (8-2, 7-0 iVy)

Points per game: 21.4

Points allowed: 9.5

Passing yards: 167.6

Rushing yards: 148.5

2
harVarD (7-3, 6-1 iVy)

  Points per game: 25.2

Points allowed: 17.2

Passing yards: 186.3

Rushing yards:178.7

3
Brown (6-4, 4-3 iVy)

Points per game: 24.1

Points allowed: 19.7

Passing yards: 270.9

Rushing yards: 125.7

4
coluMBia (4-6, 3-4 iVy)

Points per game: 22.5

Points allowed: 22.0

Passing yards:171.1

Rushing yards: 158.6

4
princeTon (4-6, 3-4 iVy)

Points per game: 12.9

Points allowed: 26.5

Passing yards: 166.3

Rushing yards: 130.2

6
yale (4-6, 2-5 iVy)

Points per game: 17.3

Points allowed: 16.6

Passing yards: 219.9

Rushing yards: 93.8

6
DarTMouTh (2-8, 2-5 iVy)

Points per game: 16.1

Points allowed: 28.2

Passing yards: 184.9

Rushing yards: 107.8

8
cornell (2-8, 1-6 iVy)

Points per game: 17.1

Points allowed: 26.8

Passing yards: 172.6

Rushing yards: 129.0

Around
The 

League

File photo
GoBBle GoBBle  |  Men’s and women’s basketball have a busy Thanksgiving break ahead, with a doubleheader 
Tuesday followed by a trip to Syracuse for the men and a flight to Nevada and two games for the women. 

Sarah SoMMer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s basketball team will 
seek its second consecutive win when it hosts 
Manhattan on Tuesday night. The Lions (2-1) 
overtook Long Island by a 64-62 score on Nov. 
18 after trailing the Blackbirds by five points at 
halftime. Junior center Lauren Dwyer finished 
with a game-high 19 points for Columbia, while 
junior forward Judie Lomax recorded her third 
double-double in as many games for the Lions.

Columbia shot a dismal 7-for-20 at the foul 
line against Long Island, but head coach Paul 
Nixon is not concerned about the Lions’ free-
throw shooting. He noted that the Blackbirds 
also struggled at the charity stripe and attributed 
both squads’ troubles to the high tempo at which 
they played.

“The game this past Wednesday was some-
what of an anomaly, when you have both teams 
shooting below 40 percent [at the free-throw 
line],” Nixon said. “We have great confidence in 
our players’ ability to knock those shots down.”

Columbia will want to capitalize on every 
scoring opportunity it has against Manhattan 
(2-1), a squad that has won two games by at least 
30 points this season. The Jaspers’ only loss came 

at the hands of 14th-ranked Virginia. Senior 
guard Michelle Pacheco leads Manhattan with 
18.3 points per game, while sophomore forward 
Lindsey Loutsenhizer grabs a team-high six re-
bounds per contest.

On Nov. 27 and 28, the Lions will be in Reno, 
Nev. for the University of Nevada Nugget Classic. 
Columbia faces Nevada on Nov. 27 and either 
Iowa or West Virginia the next day. Nevada (3-1 
as of press time) opened the year with a 94-52 
thrashing of California State-East Bay. Junior 
guard Johnna Ward paces the Wolf Pack with 
15.7 points per game and scored a game-high 21 
points in Nevada’s loss to Saint Mary’s (Calif.).

Iowa (3-1) most recently beat Northern Iowa 
by a score of 81-70. Sophomore guard Kamille 
Wahlin led all scorers with a career-high 33 points 
for the Hawkeyes. Meanwhile, West Virginia (2-
1) won its first two games of the season before 
dropping a 92-69 decision to Ohio State. Junior 
guard Liz Repella, who scored a game-high 23 
points against Ohio State, averages a team-high 
17.7 points per game for the Mountaineers.

“This weekend, frankly, we’re going to see the 
highest level of competition that we anticipate 
seeing all year,” Nixon said. “It’ll be really good 
for our team. … It’s something that we’re really 
looking forward to.”

Manhattan comes to town as Columbia 
looks to maintain momentum

Michele cleary
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia men’s basketball team will try to 
repeat its performance against Longwood when 
it takes on Bucknell Tuesday night. A win against 
the Bison would give the Lions (1-1) momentum 
heading into their colossal matchup with No. 9/10 
Syracuse on Friday.

Bucknell (3-2) is riding a three-game win 
streak, with its most recent victory coming over 
Saint Francis (of Pennsylvania) on Saturday. The 
Bison held the Red Flash to just 20 first-half points 
en route to a 70-58 victory.

Senior forward Patrick Behan led Bucknell 
with 23 points and 12 rebounds. For the season, 
Behan is shooting 50 percent from the field 
and averaging 12.6 points and 7.6 rebounds 
per game.

Another senior forward that has been shooting 
the ball well for the Bison is Stephen Tyree. Tyree, 
who had five points and three assists against Saint 
Francis, is 8-for-13 from the field on the season.

“Their forwards really shoot the ball well,” said 
Columbia head coach Joe Jones. “I would say that 
would be one of the things that we really have to 
watch out for. They’ll be really good offensively 
and their forwards can really shoot.”

Bucknell’s offense has benefited from new head 
coach Dave Paulsen. Paulsen came to Bucknell 
from Williams College, where he won the Division 
III national championship in 2003.

“I think the guy they have now is going to do a 
great job,” Jones said of Paulsen. “He’s a very good 
coach, a very good offensive coach.”

In order to slow down the Bison offense, the 
Light Blue will need to contain Behan and ju-
nior guard Darryl Shazier. Shazier currently leads 
Bucknell with 13.2 points and 3.8 assists.

Sophomore guard Bryan Cohen could cause 
problems for the Lions as well, as he looms larger 
than Columbia’s starting guards at six-foot-five. 
While it is likely that Columbia senior Niko Scott 
or sophomore reigning Ivy League Player of the 
Week Noruwa Agho will match up against Cohen, 
the Light Blue will need a strong team defense if it 
wants to quell any of Bucknell’s top scorers.

“We’ve always been a team that, if we’re going 
to hold someone down, we do it by committee,” 
Jones said. “We don’t do it with just one guy.”

Tip-off is set for 8 p.m. tonight at Levien 
Gymnasium.

After facing off against Bucknell, the Lions will 
take on arguably their most difficult opponent of 
the season when they travel to Syracuse to play 
the nationally ranked Orange.

Syracuse (4-0) is also on an impressive streak, 
winning all four of its games so far this season in 
convincing fashion. Highlighting this streak were 
double-digit wins over then-No. 12 California and 
then-No. 4 North Carolina. The Orange beat the 

Bucknell, 
Syracuse loom for 
men’s basketball

See Men’S BaSkeTBall, page 7
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By JacoB LevenfeLd
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

While most Columbia students will 
be thinking about turkey, family, and 
final papers over the coming weekend, 
the wrestling team will be preoccupied 
with three important dual meets.

After two straight weekends of tour-
nament play, the Lions are finally pre-
pared to begin their dual season. On 
Saturday, head coach Brendan Buckley’s 
squad will face off against Bloomsburg, 
North Carolina, and Sacred Heart in a 
long day of competition at the Northeast 
Duals in Troy, N.Y.

“It’ll be nice to have the team compo-
nent this weekend,” Buckley said. “We’ve 
got a really tight team, a cohesive group, 
and when you have that you tend to see 
good results in dual meets.”

Columbia’s most formidable chal-
lenge will come from North Carolina. 
The Tar Heels stand at 2-1 this year af-
ter big wins over Gardner-Webb and 
American. They also lost a squeaker to 
Bucknell at the ACC Challenge earlier 
this month, 19-14.

Bloomsburg and Sacred Heart are 
less dangerous teams. The Huskies are 
having a strong season so far, although 
their competition has been weak. On 
Nov. 7, they swept Boston University 
and Millersville at the Millersville 
Duals. By contrast, the Pioneers had a 
long day at the Body Bar Invitational 
on Saturday in Ithaca, N.Y. Columbia, 
which also participated in the 11-team 
tournament, finished eighth. Sacred 
Heart came in dead last.

The Lions have had strong indi-
vidual performances this year from 
junior Eren Civan, freshman Steven 
Santos, freshman Stephen West, 
freshman Jacob O’Hara, and sopho-
more Jonathan Weibel. Most recently, 
at the Body Bar Invitational, Civan 
finished second in the 165-pound 
bracket and Santos came in fourth 
overall at 149 pounds.

Saturday will be the last time the 
Lions hit the mat until the following 
weekend, when they travel out west 
for the Las Vegas Invitational before 
a month-long break. The Northeast 
Duals should provide an important 
gauge for where the Light Blue stands 
in head-to-head competition.

Buckley points out that the Lions 
need to win the close bouts and over-
come some of the inexperience mani-
fested in the early tournaments. Still, the 
team is revved up and ready to go.

File photo
Mirror iMage  |  The Lions will compete 
against another squad donning light 
blue over break in the Tar Heels.

Wrestling to face stiff 
competition over break

victoria Jones
Spectator Staff Writer

Last night the Columbia men’s swim-
ming and diving team once again proved 
that they are faster than Fordham. In do-
ing so, the Light Blue achieved a winning 
record, 3-2, for the first time this season. 
The Lions beat the Rams, 155-145, with a 
little room to spare.

Initially, Fordham surprised the Light 
Blue by winning the 200 medley relay. 
Columbia’s A-team, comprised of junior 
Adam Powell, senior Eric Tang, sopho-
more Bruno Esquen, and senior Darren 
Pagan, was able to snag second with a 
time of 1:35.93, just .26 seconds behind 
the Rams’ first team.

Columbia stepped it up in the distance 
events following the relay, as sophomores 
Chester Dols and Alex Smith went No. 
1-No. 2 in the 1000 freestyle, with times 
of 9:48.86 and 9:52.08, respectively.

Another first-and-second-place fin-
ish for the Light Blue came from the likes 
of freshmen Patrick Dougherty and Sean 
MacKenzie in the 200 freestyle. Dougherty 
touched the wall first in 1:46.98, with 
Mackenzie right behind him at 1:47.43. 
Dougherty also raced in the 100 back-
stroke, taking second in 52.96.

The Lions didn’t fare as well in the 
shorter sprint events, as Fordham 
grabbed first place in the 50 backstroke, 

50 breaststroke, and 100 butterfly. In the 
backstroke, Columbia was represented by 
Johnny Bailey, who took second in 24.83 
seconds. In the breaststroke, Tang was 
less than two tenths of a second behind 
first with a time of 27.98, while in the but-
terfly Esquen grabbed the Lions another 
four points with his second-place finish. 
Teammate Dols swam the 100 butterfly as 
well, coming in fourth in 54.89.

The Light Blue regained command of 
the meet as Pagan won the 50 freestyle in 
just 21.82 seconds. In the 100 freestyle, 
Pagan’s time of 47.58 was good enough 
for second place.

Seniors Ross Ramone and Tang had 
clutch finishes in the 100 breaststoke. 
The pair topped the charts as the only 
two swimmers to touch the wall in less 
than a minute—Ramone in 59.49, Tang 
in 59.60.

After the meet, coach Bolster cited the 
key performances of Mackenzie, Smith, 
and Dols in the 500 freestyle. Mackenzie 
won the event in 4:47.28, followed by 
Smith in 4:48.88, with Dols right behind 
in 4:49.42.

While the swimming events ended 
with a Fordham one-two-three sweep in 
the 200 freestyle relay, Columbia snuck in 
one last win as Pagan crushed the field in 
the 100 individual medley in 53.82 sec-
onds, almost two full seconds ahead of 
the next swimmer.

In the diving pool, Fordham’s Benjamin 
Otto snagged first place in the three-meter 
dive with 286.88 points. Columbia’s top 
performers were freshmen Jason Collazo 
and Michaelangelo Borghi, who scored 
275.25 and 268.58 points, respectively. The 
Lions fared better in the one-meter dive 
competition—Collazo won with 266.93 
points, while Borghi and junior David 
Levkoff wrapped up second and third with 
260.40 and 257.18 points.

Going into the meet, coach Bolster’s ex-
pectations were high, and history indicated 
that the Light Blue should prevail. In the end 
the Lions were able to beat Fordham, but the 
Rams put up a fight. Columbia started the 
meet with a slightly irregular lineup. 

“We mixed up the lineup a little bit 
so we weren’t swimming necessarily our 
A-lineup throughout the meet,” coach 
Bolster explained. “But when we didn’t 
win the first relay … we made some ad-
justments as the meet went along to sort 
of ensure … that we would win it before it 
went down to the last relay.” 

After three meets in only four days, the 
Lions have a bit of a respite before diving 
back into the pool again at the Bucknell 
Invitational from Dec. 4 to Dec. 6.

File photo
going the distance  |  Strong performances in the 500-yard freestyle keyed the closer-than-expected victory for the Light Blue.

Columbia proves Lions swim faster than Rams
coLuMBia
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WEEKEND SCHEDULE

WoMen’s BasketBaLL
vs. Manhattan

Levien Gym, 5:30 p.m., Nov. 24

Men’s BasketBaLL
vs. Bucknell

 Levien Gym, 8 p.m., Nov. 24 

WoMen’s BasketBaLL
at Nevada

Reno, Nev., 2 p.m., Nov. 27

Men’s BasketBaLL
at Syracuse 

Syracuse, N.Y., 7 p.m., Nov. 27

WoMen’s BasketBaLL
at Iowa/West Virginia 

Reno, Nev., 5/7 p.m., Nov. 28

WrestLing
Northeast Duals 

Troy, N.Y., 11 a.m., Nov. 28

en’s BasketBaLL
vs. Manhattan

Levien Gym, 5:30 p.m., Nov. 24

en’s BasketBaLL
vs. Bucknell

Levien Gym, 8 p.m., Nov. 24 

en’s BasketBaLL

Reno, Nev., 2 p.m., Nov. 27

Men’s Basket
at Syracuse 

Syracuse, N.Y., 7 p.m., Nov. 27

WoMen’s Basket
at Iowa/West Virginia 

Reno, Nev., 5/7 p.m., Nov. 28

Wrest
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the beginning of the season there was definitely 
hope in Morningside.

Maybe that’s why some people turned on 
Wilson in the middle of the season. His team had 
given them hope and they had been let down. I 
can’t remember the last time Columbia football 
fans had been let down, but it certainly wasn’t 
during my time here. What these people weren’t 
seeing—possibly because they still weren’t going to 
games—was a team that was drastically better and 
competing on a much higher level.

Of the Lions’ six losses this year, there were 
only two in which the result shocked or upset me. 
After coming out strong and taking a 21-10 lead 
into the half against Lafayette—a team that beat 
both Penn and Harvard this season—it seemed 
as though the Light Blue stopped competing. 
Whether it was poor play calling, lack of effort, or 
some great adjustments by Lafayette, it was inex-
cusable. As I left the press box that night I couldn’t 
help but think that there was no reason Columbia 
should have lost—it was the better team that night. 
In fact, Lafayette head coach Frank Tavani said the 
Lions were the best Ivy League team the Leopards 
faced, which is saying something.

The Lions’ loss to Dartmouth was the other 
game that was a bit of a shocker for me. Buddy 
Teevens’ squad was on a 17-game losing streak, 
and though they had played a strong schedule, I ex-
pected Columbia could get its second Ivy win of the 
season. Unfortunately for the Lions, the players also 
thought like me and really didn’t take the Big Green 
seriously—Austin Knowlin said as much after the 
game. Part of the blame for that falls on the coaches 
for not getting the team ready to play, and on the 
players too for not taking an opponent seriously.

Columbia’s losses to Central Connecticut 
State (a school in a solid conference that offers 

scholarships), Penn, and Harvard showed that the 
Lions could keep up with the Joneses for half of the 
game, but weren’t at their level yet. I wasn’t very sur-
prised by these three losses—wins would have been 
great upsets, but defeats weren’t major setbacks.

The game against Yale is a whole different story. 
If I told you that, going in, the Light Blue would 
be without Ray Rangel and a freshman would be 
under center, absolutely no one would put money 
down on the Lions having a 22-10 lead in the 
fourth quarter—not even if I gave 1,000-to-one 
odds. That game, though it ended up being a loss 
in what one of the Yale players called the weirdest 
game he had ever played, showed the Lions’ depth 
and ability to rally despite losing two of its biggest 
offensive threats.

Speaking of depth, the Lions are looking pretty 
solid for 2010 if I may be so bold as to look ahead. 
Their defense will lose just four starters—Lou 
Miller, Matt Bashaw, Andy Shalbrack, and Corey 
Cameron—and should get back Owen Fraser and 
Alex Gross, who went down due to injury. The of-
fense will see a lot of changes, but there are some 
star players returning. Quarterback Sean Brackett 
has proven that he can win at this level, receiver 
Mike Stephens is above-average, tight-end Andrew 
Kennedy has established himself as a legitimate 
threat, and left tackle Jeff Adams was nothing short 
of stellar this season in his first campaign as a starter.

Though the Light Blue didn’t achieve what it and 
its fans expected to this season, the program seems 
to be on its way up. Three Ivy wins—the Lions’ most 
since 2003—is nothing to scoff at, especially consid-
ering that one of them came against one of the top 
three teams in the league. Anyone still calling for a 
regime change? Didn’t think so.

Matt Velazquez is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in history.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Season-ending two-game win streak 
solidfies 2009 season as Wilson’s best

veLazquez from page 6

an inextricable fake punt reverse on fourth-and-22 
from their own 25-yard line—despite the fact that 
the Bulldogs had the best punter in the league, Tom 
Mante, waiting on the sideline. The turnover on 
downs gave the Crimson a short field, and Winters 
only needed three plays to etch his name in the lore 
of The Game with his game-winning touchdown 

toss with less than two minutes to play. The win left 
Harvard’s final season record at 7-3 overall and 6-1 
in Ivy play, while Yale finishes at 4-6, 2-5 Ivy. 

In other Ancient Eight action, Dartmouth 
found itself in an 18-point second-half deficit it 
could not overcome against Princeton in Hanover, 
N.H. The Big Green (2-8, 2-5) fell 23-11 on the 
day as the Tigers (4-6, 3-4) finished their 2009 
campaign on a high note. 

around the League from page 6

Harvard defeats Yale in last game of 
the season but misses out on Ivy crown

Golden Bears 95-73 on Thursday before 
defeating the Tar Heels on Friday by a 
score of 87-71.

Leading Syracuse is junior forward 
Wesley Johnson, a transfer from Iowa 
State, with 17.3 points and 7.5 rebounds 
on the season. Against the Golden Bears, 
Johnson posted a double-double with 17 
points and 11 rebounds. The next night 
he led his squad with 25 points and eight 
rebounds against the Tar Heels.

Johnson is not the only scorer Syracuse 
has, as the Orange have five players aver-
aging 10 or more points this season.

One of those players is sophomore 
guard Scoop Jardine, who led the 
Orange with 22 points against Berkeley. 
Not only is Jardine averaging 11.5 
points, but he is also leading his team 
with 5.8 assists.

Syracuse has won all four of its games 
this season by an average margin of 
27.5 points, thanks to solid offense and 
a strong defense. The Orange has shot 

54.6 percent from the field while holding 
its opponents to 35.7 percent.

Even though they will be the underdog, 
the Lions are going to play for the win.

“I think we’ve played some teams 
down to the wire a little bit at that level,” 
Jones said. “And we hope that we can do 
it again, and hope this time we’re able 
to come away with a win. We’re going 
down there to play for a win, not to try 
and keep it close.”

The game is scheduled to begin at 7 
p.m. in Syracuse, N.Y.

Lions host Bison, then face No. 10 Orange
Men’s BasketBaLL from page 6



By Maricela Gonzalez 
Columbia Daily Spectator

CTV is going green—GreenBor-
ough, that is.  

In December, CTV will air its first 
ever reality show that will document the 
lives of the residents of GreenBorough 
House, Columbia’s newest specialty house. 
According to its project proposal, the house 
works as “a laboratory for low-impact, sus-
tainable living on campus.”  

Executive producer Sarah McNeill, CC 
’10, explained her vision for the show. “The 
goal is to give them [residents] the opportu-
nity to share their beliefs and to bring aware-
ness for sustainability’s merit,” she said. 

The specialty house serves as the 
Sustainable Student Living Center, in 
which 12 residents live and work and 
where Columbia’s environmental clubs 
meet. The show follows the students as 
they hold their housing meetings, organize 
school-wide environmental events and ac-
tivities, and interact with each other.  

“We turn on the camera and see 
whatever they do,” McNeill said. “We 

follow them as they do certain projects 
like ‘Green Your Room,’ where they per-
formed a green makeover for one lucky 
student, or when they participated in 
the 350 event bringing environmental 
awareness on the International Day of 
Climate Action.”

As a reality show, “GreenBorough 
House” has the potential to showcase all 
the obligatory drama of college life height-
ened by the presence of a camera lens.  

Vlad Raskin, CC ’13, said that the 
creators of the show “have to take into 
consideration how much actual real-
ity they’re going to put into the show,” 
since many successful reality shows are 
notorious for blurring the line between 
what is real and what is staged. He said, 
“If you look at ‘The Real World’ and 
shows like that, it’s less reality and 
more TV entertainment.”

At first, McNeill admits, she wasn’t 
sure what to expect.  

“It’s the house and the personali-
ties that make the show,” McNeill said. 
Nevertheless, she didn’t find any “Real 
World”-like drama from GreenBorough. 

“There were no fights, illicit backstabbing, 
or drama. They’re very much friends. They 
enjoy living with each other and are com-
mitted to working together.”

McNeill sees the show less as an intru-
sive reality show and more as a documen-
tary on green living. “It raises questions 
about the individual’s impact on the envi-
ronment and how a green lifestyle shapes 
one’s identity,” she said. “Each person is 
committed to doing their part.”

Mixing footage of their activities and 
interviews, McNeill hopes the show will 
contextualize why these students are so 
committed to green living. “By under-
standing each student’s background, we 
see what attracted them to the green life-
style. What has changed in their lives? Why 
GreenBorough? That’s what I want to ex-
plore,” McNeill said.  

While the content of the show 
may be what keeps viewers watching, 
GreenBorough House, like all shows on 
CTV, will have to fight to capture students’ 
initial interest. Claire DuVallet, SEAS ’13, 
said, “It’s an interesting premise, and if 
publicized well, then I’ll check it out.”

Columbia students to star in new CTV reality show ‘GreenBorough House’
TV
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Lauren Weiss / Senior staff photographer
GeT real  |  The residents of Columbia’s GreenBorough House, Columbia’s specialty 
house focused on green living, will star in CTV’s newest reality show of the same name.

an easy piece of The pie
The traditional pumpkin pie likely 

originated in a form many stu-
dents may find surprising—
typically, the pumpkin’s top 
was sawed off and the seeds 
were scraped out, and milk, 
spices, and honey were added 
to the inside of the gourd, which 
was baked in hot ashes.

In the absence of a whole pump-
kin or even an oven, college students 
staying on campus for Thanksgiving 
may find themselves in a predicament 
when it comes to a delicious pumpkin 
dessert. But the finishing touch of a dorm-
friendly Thanksgiving dinner doesn’t have to 
be out of reach. For students who don’t want or 
are unable to bake a whole pie, this individual mi-
crowaveable dessert provides the perfect solution.

Mix one tablespoon plus one teaspoon of sugar 
with a pinch of salt and a pinch of pumpkin pie spice. 
Add one tablespoon of egg or egg product and blend it 
with the sugar mixture. Add three tablespoons of pump-
kin puree and two tablespoons plus one teaspoon of cream 

or condensed milk. Crush one graham cracker 
sheet and spread it over the bottom of a shallow 

bowl. Pour the pumpkin mixture 
over the crushed graham cracker 
crust. Microwave it on medium for 
three minutes, or until the custard 
is mostly firm. The custard will 
become firmer after chilling in the 
refrigerator, so be careful not to 
overcook it, as this will cause a rub-
bery texture.

—Paula Gergen

Don’T Go colD Turkey
Unfortunately, the most iconic of 

Thanksgiving dishes—turkey—also 
presents the greatest challenges for the 

dorm chef. But sliced turkey isn’t just 
for deli sandwiches anymore—with 

this simple recipe college cooks stand a 
chance at crafting an exquisite dish. 

To begin, obtain the desired portion of sliced 
deli turkey breast. When preparing a whole 

turkey for roasting or frying, brining—or mari-
nating the bird in a salt-water mixture—tends to 
increase its moisture and flavor. Season the meat 

with a blend of salt, black pepper, dried parsley, on-
ion powder, and a bit of sugar.

Before heating the turkey, prepare the gravy. In a 
microwave, boil a cup of water. Stir in one chicken—
or if available, turkey—bouillon cube to make a plain 
stock. Tear up a small amount of turkey meat and al-
low it to steep in the broth. Combine one tablespoon 
of cornstarch with one tablespoon of cold water and 

add to the gravy, stirring well. Bring the gravy to a very 
low boil in the microwave, mixing it to ensure that all 

cornstarch lumps dissipate. Melt one eighth of a cup of 
butter in the microwave and add it to the gravy, again 

stirring well. Season it with the same blend used for 
the turkey meat and reheat the 

gravy, continuing to mix in-
termittently to thoroughly inte-

grate all ingredients.
Cook the deli 
turkey in the 

microwave until 
it is steaming hot. 

Then pour some 
of the gravy on top 
of the sliced breast 

meat. Serve this dish 
in the place of a more 
conventional—but no 

more palatable—whole 
bird.

—Jason Bell

GeT saucy in The kiTchen
For most family dinners, can-shaped cranberry sauce dumped into a festive 

bowl is not only arguably the most delicious dish at Thanksgiving, but without 
a question the easiest to prepare. As many students have discovered at some 

point in their college cooking careers, can openers are few and far between in dorm 
room kitchens. But those that haven’t made the $15 investment to introduce a whole 

selection of canned cuisine into their routines should not fear. Instead, they should capital-
ize on the nearby Greenmarket currently offering seasonal berries and make the sauce from 

scratch. Only three essential ingredients and a saucepan are required.
Wash and pick over four cups of fresh cranberries. Boil one cup of water and one cup of sugar in a 

saucepan until the sugar dissolves. Add the cranberries and stir as the water returns to a boil. Reduce 
the heat, and let the mixture simmer until the cranberries burst (which should take about 10 minutes). 

Add any combination of optional ingredients, including orange peels, raisins, nuts, blueberries, or spices. 
Continue to stir until the mixture is well blended, then turn off the stove. Let the sauce cool completely, 

then refrigerate it. The cranberry sauce will thicken. Serve it in the aforementioned festive bowl, or what-
ever you can scrounge up—Tupperware is perfectly acceptable, your friends will forgive you.

—Devin Briski

The riGhT sTuffinG
Students with the misfortune of staying at Columbia for 

Thanksgiving can forget about stuffing a turkey into a dorm room 
oven, let alone stuffing that turkey with stuffing. Luckily, 

stuffing is one Thanksgiving essential that’s easily 
made dorm-friendly.

First, take out all your anger at being left on 
campus over this holiday by ripping up one 
third of a loaf of day-old bread. Then mix it 

with one third of a can of cream of mush-
room soup, one third of a can of vegetable 
broth, one fourth of a teaspoon of salt, one 
fourth of a teaspoon of sage, and one fourth 
of a teaspoon of poultry seasoning, for that tur-
key taste sans actual turkey. At this point, the dressing can be personalized 
any way. Two tablespoons of chopped onion or celery, three tablespoons of 

wild rice, one tablespoon of chopped pecans, two tablespoons of dried 
cranberries, two tablespoons of cubed apples—the possibilities are endless. For a non-

vegetarian option, throw in some Italian sausage pieces.
Next, shape this sticky, individualized concoction into a loaf and wrap it in foil. Finally, 
bake it for an hour at 350 degrees, slice it, and serve it to your abandoned compatriots.

—Allison Malecha

On Wednesday and Thursday, hordes of stu-
dents will leave grimy bathrooms and clogged 

kitchen sinks for the comforts of clean tiles 
and the smell of Mom’s home cooking. But the few un-
lucky internationals and West Coasters who must stay 
behind will attempt to scrounge together a makeshift 
feast. To aid their cooking endeavors, here are four 

Thanksgiving classics made dorm kitchen-friendly—
no pans, whisks, or can openers necessary. 

thanksgiving 2009


