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“Pinch Pots and Pyramids,” 
on view at Kate Werble 
Gallery, invites viewers to 
reconsider basic geometric 
shapes as well as the hu-
man ability to create them. 

New exhibit rethinks 
the shape of things

A&E, page 6

Chris Morris-Lent explains 
why it is that his best—and 
yours—just may not be 
good enough in today’s job 
market.

Career (un)fair

Opinion, page 4

Center Lauren Dwyer scored 
a game-high 19 points, 
leading the Lions women 
basketball team to a 64-62 
victory over Long Island. 
Columbia now stands 2-1.

Women’s basketball 
prevails in close contest 

Sports, page 8

News around the clock

columbiaspectator.com

Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

campus dissidence

By Carly Silver
Spectator Staff Writer 

Barnard’s graduation is go-
ing international.

After much contention, 
Barnard seniors will gradu-
ate in Ancel Plaza outside the 
International Affairs Building, 
Barnard President Debora 
Spar confirmed in an e-mail. 
Traditionally, the ceremony 
has taken place on Lehman 
Lawn, but due to a lack of 
space during construction of 
the Diana Center, Barnard 
Commencement took place 
on Columbia’s South Lawn over 
the last few years and the loca-
tion was uncertain for the class 
of 2010.

The Barnard Student 
Government Association 
announced via e-mail on 
Wednesday that the ceremony 

will take place on May 17 in 
“the afternoon.” Spar clarified 
that it would be held at 2 p.m. 
The graduation will still be held 
on the same day as Columbia 
College’s Class Day, but the 
timing of the ceremonies will 
likely not overlap.

Students will be allowed three 
tickets per person and the event 
will be simulcast presentation for 
additional guests in several loca-
tions which have not yet been 
determined. One space being 
considered is 202 Altschul.

“We have to figure out tick-
ets—we’re trying to get a precise 
number of chairs for IAB,” Spar 
said in an interview two weeks 
ago. She estimated that there 
will be about 3,000 guests, and 
there “will probably be three 
chairs and then a lottery for 

SEE graduation, page 2

Crunching numbers: math beyond finance
By HiEn Truong

Columbia Daily Spectator

“Conservatives like iceberg let-
tuce, whereas liberals like arugula.” 
It’s a mathematical equation.

Matt Gattis, co-founder of 
Hunch.com—a Web site that 
helps users make decisions based 
on personality test results—
was among the math aficiona-
dos gathered for Wednesday’s 
Startup-Math Collaboration, 
hosted by the Columbia 
University Society for Industrial 
and Applied Mathematics. 
Crunching the numbers, he said, 
was the key to discovering which 
kinds of lettuce politicos prefer.

The event Wednesday eve-
ning joined executives from 
“Silicon Alley”—the name giv-
en to a group of Internet-based 
companies in Manhattan—with 
Columbia students and faculty 
interested in applying math to 
real world problems.

The executives presented 
quantitative problems their 
companies face for the audience 
to address and solve. They also 

offered up nontraditional career 
paths for math experts who may 
not know how to apply their de-
grees to the job market.  

“A lot of students don’t know 
that math research is still living 
and ongoing. It is still an ac-
tive field of exploration,” noted 
Chris Wiggins, associate profes-
sor of applied math and physics 

and CC ’93. Wiggins collabo-
rated with Huffington Post co-
founder Jonah Peretti to launch 
the Startup-Math Collaboration 
last spring.

Wiggins added that many 
students who study mathemat-
ics at Columbia often head to 

Students survive swine flu, 
live to quell the hype

By LindsEy Ward
Columbia Daily Spectator

As the winter flu season 
looms, Columbia awaits its first 
shipment of the H1N1 vaccine 
as already-infected students 
begin to recover and assess the 
hype around the illness.

“We think it will come soon,” 
said Dr. Samuel Seward, the 
medical director and assistant 
vice president of Columbia’s 
Health Services. Barnard has 
already acquired a limited 
number of vaccine doses and 
began admin-
istering them 
on Nov. 16 
to extreme-
ly high-risk 
patients—
people who 
have existing 
medical con-
ditions such 
as asthma, 
chronic kid-
ney disease 
or cancer, 
or who are 
caring for a 
young in-
fant. “The timing is right to 
get it,” Seward said, adding 
that he encourages students 
to get vaccinated at New York 
City Department of Health-
sponsored weekend clinics.

Though the vaccine is not 
widely available yet, students 
who have actually had swine 
flu debate whether it was as bad 
as the hype. 

“It sucked, but it wasn’t any 
more than a regular flu,” Jules 
Caldarera, CC ’13, said of his 
experience. “I thought it would 
be worse.”

Lauren Nevitt, CC ’13, spec-
ulates that the hype about the 

virus could have influenced 
her perception of her illness. 
“I probably thought it was a lot 
worse because of the hysteria. 
The fever part was really bad,” 
she said. “Strep throat is even 
comparable. It was bearable, 
but it was just a little bit worse 
than most illnesses.”

“It felt like I got hit by a car,” 
Nancy Huemer, BC ’10, said of 
her first day of illness. Though 
she contracted the virus two 
weeks ago, she still feels sick.

For Dominic Moss, CC ’13, 
the hardest thing to endure 

about swine 
flu was the 
food he re-
ceived while 
quarantined. 

“The meal 
system was 
definitely the 
worst part,” he 
said. “I still have 
a couple of tins 
of Campbell’s 
Chicken Noodle 
Soup. I couldn’t 
leave the room 
to warm it up.”

According 
to Seward, the gravity of swine 
flu for the average person’s 
health has been exaggerated.

“The word ‘pandemic’ is a 
scary word and that people un-
derstandably get nervous when 
they hear that term,” he said. 
“Overall, the illness has been 
mild, and given that, there’s 
probably been more anxiety 
nationally than is currently ap-
propriate that we’re seeing.”

At Barnard, “Approximately 
one hundred students have re-
ported influenza-like illness, a 
number comparable to that of 

City, small businesses debate paid sick leave
By David Xia

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A proposed bill requiring 
paid sick leave for city workers 
drew lively debate at City Hall on 
Tuesday, but many Upper West 
Side businesses and employees 
have remained silent so far.

New York City Council intro-
duced this legislation in August 
by Councilwoman Gale Brewer of 
the Upper West Side and 37 oth-
er members, as swine flu anxiety 
was rising and many New Yorkers 
hoped to check its spread by en-
couraging workers to remain at 
home when they or their children 
are sick. The proposed bill would 
grant workers at large businesses 
the ability to take nine paid sick 
days a year, and employees of 
small businesses—with fewer 
than ten staff members—five paid 
sick days. Workers would acquire 
one hour of sick leave for every 
30 hours worked after 90 days of 
employment. 

At Tuesday’s hearing, the City 
Council Committee on Civil 
Service and Labor solicited in-
put on the bill, which will then 
be edited before advancing to a 
full council vote expected to take 
place next year.

Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer called 
the bill a “human issue” that 
provides a “safety net” for low-
income workers, and others ar-
gued that the bill would increase 
labor productivity. 

But opponents expressed fear 
of the serious economic impact 
it could potentially have on 
small businesses currently strug-
gling to stay afloat. While strug-
gling in a tight credit market and 
against sales tax hikes, a small 
business spending extra money 
on wages in the absence of an 
employee could be the straw 
that breaks the camel’s back, 
noted Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce President Carl Hum. 
All five boroughs’ chambers of 

commerce criticized the leg-
islation for potentially harm-
ing small businesses during a 
recession.

Hum also finds the proposed 
bill too intrusive and broad. 
“Our members are opposed to 
the government depriving us of 
our ability to determine appro-
priate benefits for our employ-
ees,” Hum said, arguing that the 
legislation “fails to recognize the 
diversity of city businesses” in 
terms of how workers are paid, 
the ratio of full-time to part time 
staff, and how workers arrange to 
have others cover their shifts.

Robert Bookman, legal 
counsel for the city’s chapter of 
the New York State Restaurant 
Association, also urged the City 
Council to rethink the bill. “You 
cannot claim to be for small 
businesses and pass this bill,” 
Bookman said. “The two are in-
compatible. Period.” 

SEE sick leave, page 3

GS won’t get swipe access to residence halls
By Paul Hsiao

Columbia Daily Spectator 

For advocates of broader 
General Studies dorm access, 
it’s back to square one. 

A proposal for more lenient 
GS student access to residen-
tial halls—one that would allow 
them to sign into dorms—was 
shot down Tuesday night when 
administrators nixed the poten-
tial policy change. 

General Studies Student 
Council representatives—
including council president 
Katherine Edwards, vice 
president of policy Jenny 

Chong, delegate-at-large of 
policy Sabrina Buckwalter, 
and University Senator Jose 
Robledo—argued before a panel 
of administrators that GS stu-
dents are barred from certain 
campus facilities they pay for, 
as well as from club spaces and 
class recitations. 

GS students are not given 
full access to all Columbia 
Psychological Services, some 
of which are housed in residen-
tial halls. In addition, several 
class recitations meet in pub-
lic spaces within dorms, as do 
some student clubs. The need 
to sign-in to group meetings, 

members argued, continually 
prevents GS students from fully 
integrating into the Columbia 
student body. 

Despite support from 
Associate Dean of Students 
Dominic Stellini and Assistant 
Dean of Students Mary 
Waldorf, both at GS, the pro-
posal was rejected by a panel 
that included Assistant Dean 
for Community Development 
and Residential Programs 
Scully Kromm and Executive 
Director of Housing Services 
Joyce Jackson. 

Class of 2010 will graduate in 
Ancel Plaza on May 17, 2009

Barnard avoids 
Levien location

“Bloomberg is up 
there smoking his own 
cigars the whole time.”

EVENTS

Racism in France

The Earth Institute’s 
Columbia Climate Center 
will host a discussion on 
the next steps to combat 
climate change. 

Faculty House, 
Garden Room 2, 4-6 p.m.

Climate change 
heats up

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Indira Goris, program officer 
of equality and citizenship 
for the Open Society Justice 
Initiative, will speak about 
a report she co-authored on 
ethnic profiling in France. 

Maison Francaise, Buell Hall, 
East Gallery, 12-2 p.m.

—Charlia Hout, 
neighborhood 

resident

Lila Neiswanger / Senior staff photographer
BC, Meet IAB  |  Barnard’s commencement ceremony has finally 
found a location in Ancel Plaza outside International Affairs.

Phoebe Lytle for Spectator

Math minds  |  Columbia alumni-turned-Internet start-up moguls, among 
other executives, visited campus to meet mathematicians.

Elaine Burchman for Spectator

acting out  |  “Dissident Acts: 3 Plays” is the newest production by the Barnard College 
theater department, running from Nov. 19-21 at Minor Latham Playhouse.

“It sucked, but it 
wasn’t any more 

than a regular flu. 
I thought it would 

be worse.”
—Jules Caldarera, CC ‘13

SEE swipe access, page 3

SEE swine flu, page 2SEE mathematics, page 3
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City may make public housing a smoke-free zone
By nicholas bloom

Columbia Daily Spectator

Finding a place to light up a 
cigarette can be difficult these 
days, but for public housing 
residents, smoking may soon 
be close to impossible.  

Following the wave of re-
cent anti-smoking laws, the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development re-
cently sent a memo strongly 
encouraging public housing 
authorities nationwide to 
“implement non-smoking 
policies in some or all of 
their public housing units.” 
Although the New York City 
Housing Authority has yet to 
institute any laws locally, the 
memo has sparked a heated 
debate about the merits of 
such policies. 

For some, this legislation is 
a direct infringement on pri-
vacy and other basic freedoms. 
But others see this as an oppor-
tunity to encourage healthy en-
vironments and mitigate per-
sistent problems of asthma.

“You can’t smoke any-
where, now you can’t smoke 

at home?” said Audrey Silk, 
founder of the smokers’ 
rights group New York City 
Citizens Lobbying Against 
Smoker Harassment. 

Though Silk is opposed to 
any ban on smoking in the 
home—at a private or pub-
lic development—she said 
there will inevitably be more 
flexibility in a private build-
ing. “Whoever owns it can 
make their own rules,” she 
explained.

Public housing, though, 
is a different story, she said. 
“Your home should be your 
castle, no matter whether you 
own it or not,” she said. “The 
city here is creating a divide 
in classes. People in housing 
are there because they can’t 
afford anything else.  Now 
these people would be pun-
ished for their personal situ-
ation by having their right to 
smoke taken away. This is an 
intolerance campaign.”

Joanne Koldare, director of 
the New York City Coalition 
for a Smoke Free City, also 
said she sees smoking in 
public housing projects as 

an issue of individual rights. 
But for her, this is the right 
to be free from the harms of 
secondhand smoke.

“Those people living in 
low income housing should 
be able to live in a complex 
that doesn’t have smoking,” 
Koldare said. “Ask the moth-
er with the 3-year-old who is 
suffering from asthma and has 
secondhand smoke pouring 
down his throat. Ask the man 
whose wife is suffering with 
cancer and going through che-
motherapy and has to be sub-
jected to secondhand smoke 
coming into their room. This 
isn’t just a noxious odor—it’s 
a poisonous gas.”

Koldare noted that, despite 
her strong feelings, she un-
derstands the limited feasi-
bility of instituting a blanket 
ban on smoking for all pub-
lic housing developments. 
“Public housing is housing 
of last resort, and we don’t 
want to send folks to home-
less shelters. We are talking 
about ending a behavior that 
is unhealthy for neighbors, 
not evicting people.”

Tenants are also divided 
at the Frederick Douglass 
Houses on Columbus Avenue 
from 100th to104th streets.

Derek Pinedo, a resident 
of the houses, said that he 
would favor the ban. “I don’t 
smoke, and although second-
hand smoke doesn’t bother 
me, I don’t like it,” he said.

“For older people though, 
who have been smoking for 
30 or 40 years, that’s a whole 
different story,” Pinedo said. 
“They’re from a different gen-
eration, and I don’t think you 
can tell them not to smoke.”

“If they don’t want smok-
ing, then put up a sign that says 
‘Please don’t smoke, consider 
people with asthma’ or some-
thing like that, but you can’t 
just ban smoking,” said Charlia 
Hout, a former resident.

Her frustration has built 
up: “You can’t smoke in bars 
and restaurants, and now 
I can’t smoke in my home? 
And Bloomberg is up there 
smoking his own cigars the 
whole time.” 

She added, “It’s bullshit.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

extras.” Barnard administrators 
announced earlier this semester 
that Barnard’s Commencement 
would take place inside Dodge’s 
Levien Gym. Despite pronounce-
ments that the decision was fi-
nal, some Barnard seniors vocal-
ly protested the move, and Spar 
eventually brought location ne-
gotiations back to the table. SGA 
sent out a class-wide survey to 
gauge students’ opinions about 
possible alternative spots. 

“The most important objec-
tive was finding a good spot. We 
pulled out all the stop,” Spar said 
in an interview.

In the survey, Spar noted, 
students were overwhelming-
ly against graduating in a gym. 
According to SGA president Katie 
Palillo, BC ’10, Spar and Barnard 
Dean Dorothy Denburg asked the 
senior class council and SGA exec-
utive board to discuss alternative 
options with the senior class.

Spar considered a variety of 
locations in New York City, while 
also taking into account students’ 
concerns of ticket availability 
and location. “Students stressed 
the importance of having more 
than two tickets, being outdoors, 
and proximity to campus … IAB 
plaza emerged as an option that 
encompassed many of these con-
siderations,” Palillo said.

“That struck people as the 
best option,” Spar added. “IAB 
is nice—it’s very sheltered, it’s 
very quiet, it’s dramatic.”

SGA significantly delayed the 
new location announcement, 
which students expected two 

weeks ago. It was postponed while 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
was renegotiating its own grad-
uation date. Barnard wanted 
to make sure the six seniors in 
the dual degree program could 
graduate with the rest of their 
class, said Rebecca Tuchman, 
BC/JTS ’10 and Vice President 
of Internal Affairs for the List 
College Student Council.

“It was very important for the 
double degree students to be able to 
attend both ceremonies,” Tuchman 
said. “For us, it was great just to hear 
that we would be able to go to both 
and that Barnard had been very 
accommodating.”

If it rains, there is a strong possibil-
ity the Barnard graduation will over-
lap with the CC ceremony. “We are 
looking into the possibility of tenting 
the plaza,” Spar noted. “We may be at 
the same time as them … There’ll be a 
complicated dual procession.”

Student reactions to the new lo-
cation have been largely positive. 
“While I never thought of that lo-
cation before, I think it is great that 
Barnard found a location outdoors 
that is on campus and seems like 
it will work well for a graduation 
ceremony,” said Marci Leveillee, 
BC ’10 and SGA representative for 
Student Services, though she noted 
that she was speaking for herself 
and not the council.

“I like the new location bet-
ter,” added Irene Soto, BC ’10. “It 
is more of a venue for a college 
graduation. A graduation in the 
gym would seem more like a high 
school graduation.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
Joy Resmovits contributed 

reporting to this article.

graduation from front page

Barnard graduation 
settles on location at last

peer institutions,” said Brenda 
Slade, Barnard Director of 
Student Health Services.

Seward placed emphasis 
on the importance of stay-
ing aware of the seasonal 
flu. “The flu is a good thing 
to be aware of. I encourage 
everyone to get vaccinated 

for the seasonal flu every 
year, as I do,” he said. “Most 
people don’t realize that al-
most 40,000 Americans die 
every year of seasonal influ-
enza. That’s a lot more people 
killed than from other com-
monly seen illnesses.”

Seward warned of a pos-
sible increase in the number 
of people with the flu.

“We may even see more cas-
es as the winter nears, just be-
cause the influenza virus tends 
to prefer cooler temperatures,” 
Seward said of both the H1N1 
and seasonal flu. He added of 
the H1N1 flu, however, “With 
the passage of time we’re less 
and less worried this is going 
to become more serious.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students survive swine flu, Columbia still on guard

“It felt like I got 
hit by a car.”

—Nancy Heumer, 
BC ‘10
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Barnard reviews three Ways of Knowing, students chime in
By Madina Toure

Spectator Staff Writer

As Barnard re-evaluates its mission 
in the midst of the reaccreditation 
process, it is also revisiting a key com-
ponent of its curriculum—the Nine 
Ways of Knowing—in an effort to 
address student concerns and ensure 
consistency with its goals. The Nine 
Ways of Knowing requires students 
to take courses in distinct academic 
fields, three of which—Cultures in 
Comparison, Reason and Value, and 
Social Analysis—are currently being 
reviewed by three working groups 
comprised of faculty members.  

“They’re ad hoc working groups. It’s 
a onetime thing,” explained Assistant 
Provost Angela Haddad. “They’ve 
been asked to study these three re-
quirements. Those working groups are 

just faculty talking about what they 
want students to learn.” The chang-
es have not been confirmed or made 
public yet.    

The Nine Ways are regularly re-
viewed on a broader scale by the 
Committee on Instruction, which is 
chaired by Haddad and meets each 
week. SGA representative for aca-
demic affairs Zeest Haider, BC ’10 
serves on the committee to represent 
students, along with four other stu-
dents who are appointed by a spe-
cial committee on SGA. This is “a 
pretty continual process,” she said, 
explaining that the curriculum un-
dergoes review in response to in-
dividual concerns raised about the 
requirements.  

In addition to the three requirements 
currently being reviewed, the labo-
ratory science requirement—which 

requires students to take two semes-
ters of any science course along with 
a lab section—has been contested by 
many students.  

“It’s time-consuming and often very 
challenging for students who are very 
strong in the Englishes and social sci-
ences, so I think that a lot of it comes 
from the time invested in it and some 
people are not comfortable with sci-
ence and math,” SGA president Katie 
Palillo, BC ’10, said. “I think just be-
cause we’ve been hearing a lot about 
the science requirement that we want-
ed to address that.”   

Next semester, SGA will be holding 
a town hall on the science requirement, 
which Palillo said would be an oppor-
tunity for professors and students to 
discuss the this dissatisfaction.

“We want to try and provide a fo-
rum to give people the opportunity 

to address their concerns and sugges-
tions,” Palillo explained.  

Another requirement in question 
calls for two years of foreign language, 
which Nana Ankamah, BC ’12, described 
as “too long,” adding, “It conflicts with 
everything else you want to take. Not 
everyone is good at taking language. ...If 
they make it into a year and it’s very in-
tensive in that year, it will be good.”   

But Sumati Rajput, BC ’11 stressed 
the necessity of a balanced set of 
courses in order to obtain a well-
rounded education.  

“The Nine Ways of Knowing defi-
nitely allows students to get a glimpse 
of various fields of study, which is the 
purpose of a liberal arts education,” 
Rajput said. “While I can understand 
that most people resent taking require-
ments which they have no interest in, 
in order to have a well-rounded college 

education, having a taste of different 
fields of study is essential.”  

She added that while the curricu-
lum helps cultivate well-rounded stu-
dents, it does not have as much of an 
effect on choice of major. “This is pri-
marily because most students decide 
as freshmen what they want to major 
in, which makes their major classes a 
priority in comparison to the college 
requirements,” she said.  

Because the curriculum is separated 
into nine areas, it is sometimes difficult to 
see the underlying thread that links each 
requirement together. Nonetheless, stu-
dents and faculty alike agree that students 
can direct the course of their own Nine 
Ways experience.

“As students select these courses, the 
hope is that students would pick a theme,” 
Haddad said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

swipe access from front page

But the local response is more re-
served, as many await the final language 
of the legislation.

Community Board 7 Health and 
Human Services Committee co-chair 
Madge Rosenberg said that she has not 
“heard anything negative from busi-
nesses,” about the bill and added, “I 
think it’s a very smart and worthwhile 
plan.” Rosenberg is a small business 
owner and voted for a CB7 resolution 
on November 4th that supported the 
provision of paid sick leave by of vote 
of 28 to 1, with four abstentions. Still, 
Rosenberg expressed concern about 
how this would be implemented and 
said she is waiting on the final draft of 
the legislation.

Peter Arndtsen, executive direc-
tor of the Columbus-Amsterdam 
Business Improvement District, said 
he has reservations. “I absolutely agree 
with the intent, but I am concerned 
about the impact on small business-
es,” he explained, adding that he was 
unsure of how small businesses would 

be required to track the accrual of 
paid sick leave. The problem, he ex-
plained, is that many businesses lack 
the staff and resources for the neces-
sary recordkeeping.

“I have sent out information to 
small businesses in our neighborhood,” 
Arndtsen said, though he added, “I don’t 
think any of them have responded.” 

Upper West Side BIDs have not joined 
the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce 
to oppose the bill as of Nov. 17. 

 “I think it’s certainly fair, absolutely, 
from my liberal, democratic point of 
view,” Susan Zappone, the manager of 
Card-o-Mat on 112th Street, said—add-
ing that she previously owned a small 
business for 27 years where granting sick 
days was important to her. 

Chris Doeblin, the owner of Book 
Culture, an independent bookseller on 
112th Street, said the bill would help lev-
el the playing field, since he currently 
offers first year employees six paid sick 
days and eight for those working lon-
ger.  He said, it could be “a better way 
to do business.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

sick leave from front page

Administrators noted that all but 
three CPS locations are easily accessi-
ble by GS students, though they admit-
ted that there should be another system 
in place for those seeking counseling, 
such as a medical slip that would allow 
students to come in for appointments 
at psychological facilities without be-
ing swiped or signed in.

GS administrators also agreed 
that recitation courses should not be 
held in residential halls, and GS stu-
dents should protest these situations 
to their TA, professor, or academic 
advisor. As for club spaces, the ad-
ministration suggested groups find 
alternative meeting spots—rooms in 
Lerner, for example—or appointing a 
representative from the clubs to sign 
in GS students when meetings occur 
in dorms.

Members of the GSSC delegation 
found the decision surprising. “I’m frus-
trated and disappointed,” Edwards said. 

According to Edwards, the adminis-
tration added that even if the four un-
dergraduate student bodies protested 
on behalf of GSSC, the University still 
wouldn’t pass a revision because of 
security concerns. “They feel like the 
system that they have right now is ‘too 
liberal,’ and if they had their way only 
residents would be in resident halls,” 
Edwards claimed, referring to the cur-
rent system that does allow non-resi-
dents to be signed in. 

Despite the recent setback, the GSSC 
still plans to move forward on the initia-
tive. Edwards described the meeting as 
“educational.”

“There isn’t any false hope, and we 
are going back to our policy commit-
tee to brainstorm to get access through 
other means,” she noted.

Engineering Student Council 
President Whitney Green, who had 
been an ally in the fight for increased 
GS swipe-access, said her council is 
“waiting to see what GSSC is consider-
ing,” and that the ESC is “still in support 
of the sentiment.”

Swipe access was a hot topic at 
Tuesday night’s GSSC meeting, and 
some students said they were dissatis-
fied with the administrators’ arguments 
against the proposal. GS students in the 
Jewish Theological Seminary program 
said they felt particularly discriminated 
against because they are mostly college-
aged students, unable to fully integrate 
into Columbia because of swipe-in 
difficulties.

While it’s back to the drawing board 
for GSSC, there are no plans to change 
the current system of resident sign-in 
at this time. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

careers in finance without realizing that 
their degrees offer other career options. 
“Wall Street casts a very long shadow 
over Manhattan,” he said.

“There’s a force that you have to 
fight. You have to fight that magnetic 
field to resist easy jobs,” said Cherie 
Meyer, SEAS ’10 and an applied math 
major. By “easy,” she meant jobs that 
were “easily found.”

That is where Startup-Math 
Collaboration comes in, according 
to Wiggins. It connects students with 
potential employees whose work may 
be of interest to them. The goal, he 
said, is to seek out internet start-ups 
and bring them to campus to connect 

with students in a setting that allows 
a free exchange of ideas.

Todd Levy, CC ’06 and vice presi-
dent of product and engineering at 
bit.ly said of Columbia students miss-
ing out on the start-up community, 
“there was a fair bit of talent here, 
and it wasn’t getting connected.”

Gattis’ Hunch.com compiles data 
and correlations—such as lettuce 
preference and political ideology—
though their researchers have yet to 
mathematically measure the degree 
to which people with particular po-
litical affinities like varieties of let-
tuce. The site’s current model only 
considers trends in extremes. Gattis 
turned to the crowd for suggestions 
and improvisations.

Analysts Gene Kogan and Gold 
Truong, both CC ’08, represent-
ed FreshDirect, a New York-based 
start-up specializing in online gro-
cery orders to provide fresh foods at 
low prices. Math problems posed to 
the crowd included how to optimize 
packaging time and develop an algo-
rithm for better, less random, recom-
mendations for customers.

For students like Meyer, this event 
addressed options for how to apply 
math to a future career. And when 
it comes to finding job opportuni-
ties off the beaten path: “You have 
to do your own research if you’re 
going to do something other than 
consulting.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

City lacks consensus on paid 
sick leave legislation

Administration denies GS swipe or sign-in access

Students collaborate with web executives
mathematics from front page



A commendable 
commencement

On Wednesday, Barnard’s 
Student Government 
Association senior-

class officers and Barnard 
President Debora Spar an-
nounced that the college’s 2010 
Commencement will take place 
on Ancel Plaza in front of the 
International Affairs Building. 
This announcement comes 
after Barnard seniors were 
told that the event would be 
held in Levien Gymnasium—
something that did not sit well 
with Barnard’s student body. 
This decision was reached after 
weeks of negotiation between 
student leaders and the ad-
ministration. This type of col-
laboration is commendable and 
should serve as a model for re-
solving future disagreements.

Barnard’s graduation has 
taken place on South Lawn 
ever since construction be-
gan on the Diana Center. This 
year, however, Barnard could 
not use South Lawn for its cer-
emony due to a time crunch 
after the original date for 
University Commencement 
was rescheduled because it 
conflicted with a religious 
holiday. As a result, the ad-
ministration announced that 

Barnard’s Commencement 
would take place in Levien 
Gymnasium. The exclusion 
of student input in making 
this decision, in addition to 
general dissatisfaction with 
the outcome, led to an uproar 
from members of the gradu-
ating class, eventually lead-
ing administrators to reopen 
discussion on where the event 
should be held.

The choice of Ancel Plaza 
will guarantee each student 
three tickets for their guests. 
Although this allows for fewer 
guests than would be ideal, the 
ceremony will be broadcast at 
several overflow locations on 
campus. Barnard must work 
with students to ensure that 
these locations are accessible 
and sufficient to accommodate 
the families and friends of all 
graduating seniors. This pro-
cess brought together students, 
administrators, and alumnae 
in a successful collaborative 
effort to reach the final deci-
sion—a welcome change from 
earlier this year. Taking such 
steps would ensure that both 
administrators and students 
are on the same page for im-
portant issues in the future.

Staff Editorial

politics on stilts

I first visited the 
Center for Career 
Education as a 

junior when I de-
cided it was finally 
time to dispense 
with my inborn West 
Coast sloth and join 
the ranks of interns, 
serfs, and others 
exchanging labor for 
opportunity. Surely 
someone would hire 
me. I had mastered 
the admissions essay, 

the opinion column, and the academic paper—
the cover letter would be a form that came 
easily to me. Not only would I tell them how 
brilliant I was, I would show them, too. I wrote 
a dozen over winter break, dispatched them 
to various offices from Battery Park to Central 
Park, and twiddled my thumbs. From this  I 
learned at least two important lessons. The first 
is that if you don’t argue your own case on your 
own behalf, nobody else will argue it for you. 
I consider this to be the most important thing 
college has taught me.

The second is that people will rarely value 
you for who you are. My covey of cover letters 
netted a single interview at a bland, corporate 
publishing house. After polishing my resume 
with the help of a CCE adjunct (who, in our 
meeting, grew more animated and enthused as 
my statements became more platitudinous), I 
went to the company’s Midtown offices. A zaf-
tig HR lady, at her late twenties middle-aged, 
greeted me and asked some questions. I an-
swered with reasonable accuracy and moderate 
effusion. I didn’t hear back. 

It was only later that I discovered how 
woefully hackneyed and representative my 
story was. You knew where this was going 
from the beginning, but I didn’t. According 
to a recent New York Times article, the ratio 
between seekers of work and job openings has 
approached a record six to one. 

The true trauma for the “creative class” 
wasn’t in the loss of jobs or income—it was 
the theft of dignity, and the erosion of the 
foundation on which these professionals had 
based their lives, that hurt. To use some col-
lege words, the change was ‘metaphysical.’ 
Everyone underwent ‘metanoia.’ 

This was true for me, too. I had, after all, 
been homecoming king and nearly valedic-
torian in high school, gotten into Columbia, 
attained decent grades, made friends, had sex, 
won a Spectator column, and improved my 
writing. The real world would be, if not my 
oyster, then at least my bitch, and it was some-
thing to worry about later.

How mistaken I was in every regard. My 
best, for the first time, wasn’t good enough. 
It mattered that I hadn’t started looking two 
years before. It mattered that I’d majored in 
English. It mattered that I’d taken a year to get 
used to collegiate academics, and it mattered 
that I’d flunked my calculus final. It mattered 
less that I was smart and more that I hadn’t 
tried—there will always be someone who 
wants something more than you. And I would 
be the real world’s bitch before, if ever, the 
relationship could be righted. 

Regret and neurosis seeped into my life 
in a way they hadn’t before. I rationalized: it 
didn’t matter that I was spending my summer 
reading and hanging out; that’s how summer 
should be spent, and I still think that. It did 

matter to me that I was unable to manipu-
late them into giving me what I wanted. If I 
was really as smart as I’d thought, I should 
have been able to charm them to my will. I 
couldn’t, so I wasn’t. 

Richard Yates, whose “Revolutionary 
Road” is (after “Bartleby” and maybe 
“American Psycho”) the best fiction about the 
New York working world (and Columbia’s 
relation to it), had a character say this to a 
Barnard English student in a later novel—
“Good. You’ll read a lot of good books … 
You’ll live in the world of ideas for four whole 
years before you have to concern yourself with 
anything as trivial as the demands of worka-
day reality—that’s what’s nice about college.”

How absurd this sounds, and Yates (a very 
funny, bitter man) must have known it. What 
is absurd in 1976 is much more so in 2009. We 
not only have a Center for Career Education for 
dealing with the trivia of ‘workaday reality,’ we 
have a Career Fair too. As I was back home in 
Seattle to recover from an operation, I missed 
it. For scores of our classmates—the majority, 
maybe—this is the culminating event of college. 
The Fair is the world, and the world is fair to 
them. It is always the ones who have learned 
nothing that get the job (or is it the converse?).

New York represents an ugly kind of logical 
conclusion to capitalism, where self-interest is a 
destructive force and every experience affirms 
one’s preconceptions. What matters here is not 
who you are but what you do, and what a black 
inversion of collegiate ideals this is.

Chris Morris-Lent is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in English. Politics, Sex, and Religion 

runs alternate Thursdays. 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

World’s unfair

p o l i t i c s , 
se  x ,  a n d 
r e l i g i o n

c h r i s 
m o r r i s - l e n t

shaina rubin
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Not enough is done for GS swipe access

To the editor:

I very much applaud the recent Spectator 
article that outlines more efficient building 
access for GS (“Plan outlines more efficient 
building access for GS,” Nov 10, 2009). In the 
article, the General Studies Student Council 
advocates for swipe access to public spaces 
in dormitories for GS students. However, 
the very fact that the GSSC has to urge the 
administration to issue swipe access to GS 
students shows a lack of commitment to said 
students by the administration. What argu-
ment could the administration possibly have 
for refusing only one of its three undergrad-
uate schools swipe access to the dormitories? 
That the administration, as represented by 
Brian Birkeland, says that this is “an impor-
tant issue for the administration” but has 
done nothing about it for the past several 
years speaks to their efficiency and concern 
for students’ plight. GS students contribute 
an immense amount of diversity, funds, and 
academic rigor to this community. As such, 
for them to be treated in what is at best a 
nonchalant manner, and at worst as second-
class citizens, is unexplainable, unaccept-
able, and unforgivable. The administration 
will do best to move with the greatest sense 
of urgency to reverse this wrong against ev-
ery one of the over 1,000 GS students, and 
not with piecemeal measures—such as ac-
cess to public spaces alone—but unlimited 
access to dormitories. The culture of separat-
ing and discriminating against undergradu-
ate students by schools must stop and it can 
only happen when the administration stops 
putting up roadblocks and discriminatory 
policies that foster such attitudes. It might 
make for good jokes at the Varsity Show, but 
we cannot come here to change the world 
only to create artificial differences that pre-
vent the unity and collegiate atmosphere we 
so much desire on this campus. 

Abiola Akinyemi, GS ’10
Nov. 17, 2009

Unfair racial classifications apply to faculty as 
well as students

To the editor:

Recent reports in Spectator (“Ethnicity sur-
vey criticized,” Nov. 12, 2009) describe problems 
with ethno-racial self-descriptions students are 
asked to supply the University, responding to re-
quirements of the U.S. Department of Education. 
Some students of Arab origin, and others claim-
ing identities that escape mutually exclusive cat-
egories, do not accept these classifications.

Spectator reports that students have an op-
tion not to supply this information. My experi-
ence suggests that faculty lack that choice. Seeking 
to change a racial classification in Columbia’s re-
cords that I had not assigned myself, I was denied 
electronic access by a message that read, as best I 
recall, “You are not authorized to enter this field—
see your administrator.” Requests in Low Library 
to have control of this information were refused. 
I could not control a racial classification assigned 
to me by a person or persons unknown.

I sought not to change this involuntary racial 
classification, but rather to refuse any. Some will 
regard that posture as eccentric or unrealistic. 
However, are the consequences of racial classifi-
cations required by government agencies or em-
ployers, though imposed or required with noble 
intent, to be passively accepted, denied, ignored, 
or minimized? In that case, let us frankly admit 
the costs to liberty and the ideal of universal citi-
zenship, and affirm our agreement to pay them. 
If this be abhorrently reactionary, simplistically 
libertarian, or simply odd, make the most of it.

Allan Silver
Professor emeritus, sociology
Nov. 13, 2009

Abortion-Holocaust comparison is insensitive 
and inappropriate

To the editor: 

Andrea Folds’ article (“Columbia Right 
to Life hosts speaker on abortion,” Nov. 
17, 2009) left us feeling confused and 

disappointed in Columbia Right to Life’s 
recent event, “Echoes of the Holocaust.” 

No matter where one may stand politically on 
the issue of abortion, the event presented an offen-
sive and insensitive framework through which to 
examine the issue. As a student group, Hillel wel-
comes discussion and plurality of opinion on all is-
sues, even those as polarizing as abortion. However, 
speaker Stephanie Gray’s likening of abortion to 
Holocaust genocide, comparing stem cell research 
to Nazi medical experimentation on concentration 
camp prisoners, and likening procedures at abor-
tion clinics to the mass killings that took place at 
Auschwitz overstepped the line of respectful dis-
cussion and unnecessarily hurt many students 
within the Jewish community and beyond. 

We realize that no one group or person re-
serves the right to reference the Holocaust in dis-
course. As a Jewish student group, we struggle 
with the notion of Holocaust comparison and 
if or when drawing comparisons is appropriate. 
In this instance, however, the boundary is quite 
clear. Comparing abortion, a politically contested 
issue with a wide range of opinion, to the recog-
nized, calculated, systematic genocide of specific 
peoples carried out during the Holocaust is simply 
inappropriate. Gray did not need to draw on the 
Holocaust to make her point—she did that sim-
ply as an inflammatory, eye-catching tactic, one 
which then horribly cheapened the sincere pain 
people feel when reflecting on the Holocaust.   

One would have hoped that before bringing in 
this speaker, Columbia Right to Life would have 
consulted with Hillel or any other groups particu-
larly affected by the atrocities of the Holocaust to 
gauge whether this event might prove offensive 
and diminish the respect owed to commemorating 
the atrocity. Instead, Columbia Right to Life chose 
to take the more provocative route for the sake of 
being provocative and with the consequence of 
causing serious offense. Next time, we hope they 
plan their events with a bit more sensitivity.  

Sarah Brafman, CC ’10
President of Columbia/Barnard Hillel 
Nov. 18, 2009

The views expressed in this letter represent 
those of the Hillel executive board.

Letters to the editor

IlLUSTRATION BY First Last

by Sharon Wu

Thursday, Nov. 19 marks the American 
Cancer Society’s 34th annual Great American 
Smokeout, a day that encourages smokers na-
tionwide to take the first steps to quitting for a 
lifetime. According to ACS’s Great American 
Smokeout Web site, the event has its origins 
in 1974 with “D-Day,” or “Don’t Smoke Day,” 
spearheaded by Lynn R. Smith, editor of the 
Monticello Times in Minnesota.  It quickly 
caught on. On Nov. 18, 1976, the ACS persuad-
ed almost a million smokers in California to 
stop smoking for a day, marking the first Great 
American Smokeout, which rapidly expanded 
across the nation the following year. 

When it comes to recent initiatives to con-
trol cigarette smoking, New York has certain-
ly been on the ball. Back in 2002, the debut 
of Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Smoke-Free 
Air Act, which enforced smoke-free environ-
ments in virtually all business and establish-
ments, marked the beginning of an ongoing 
anti-tobacco crusade in the city. While the act 
was a literal breath of fresh air for some, it also 
incited much public protest from many others. 
Now, Bloomberg’s new goal to ban smoking 
in parks and on beaches is causing even more 
controversy. These new measures have made 

it significantly harder for smokers to continue 
their habit, and according to the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, we 
now have almost 350,000 fewer adult smokers 
in 2009 than in 2002.

Yet despite these optimistic statistics, the rise 
in tobacco awareness (everyone’s seen those 
quirky “truth” ads on MTV), and finally the 
gradual disappearance of places for smokers 
to puff away, it is nonetheless difficult to kick 
the habit for many reasons. First and fore-
most, in our current economic state, quitting 
is an expensive proposition for many smok-
ers. Pharmacies devote whole sections to aid 
potential quitters with nicotine patches, gum, 
and various other drugs. Other companies of-
fer pricey therapy, hokey 12-step programs, 
even hypnosis for those having the most dif-
ficulty. All these costs add up and easily exceed 
the cost of cigarettes themselves, and despite 
the investment being short-term as opposed to 
the long-term cumulative cost of smoking, it is 
nonetheless a deterrent. That is why, in support 
for the Great American Smokeout this week, 
New York clinics are handing out free nicotine 
patches and gum on Thursday all around the 
city. It’s a great start for those who have been 
contemplating making the jump and have been 
hesitant to take the first step.

There are also other ways to curb the costs 
of quitting. It is always helpful to check with 
your insurance policy, as a majority of insurers 
provide full coverage for some form of smoking 
cessation treatment, and many workplaces of-
fer quit-smoking or wellness programs as well. 
Quitters should take advantage of free counsel-
ing and support services run, amongst others, 

by the ASC, the American Lung Association, 
and the American Heart Association. In addi-
tion, the free national quit line at 800-QUIT-
NOW automatically connects you to a special-
ist in your state who will discuss formulating a 
personal plan with you and direct you to local 
free or low-cost support groups. More informa-
tion about quitting will also be offered at ACS/
Relay for Life tables on campus in Barnard Hall 
and on Lerner ramps on Thursday.

For a lot of us, it’s hard to imagine a smokeless 
New York City or to envision Holly Golightly 
without her iconic cigarette holder, and un-
doubtedly, others simply can’t. Bloomberg 
might be determined, with good intentions, 
to eliminate tobacco fumes from our public 
spaces, but that certainly won’t happen with-
out a fight from many opinionated New Yorkers. 
The facts on the effects of tobacco are already 
out there—Bloomberg’s health commissioner, 
Thomas Farley, said that cigarettes continue to 
kill more than 7,000 New Yorkers every year 
and ACS statistics show that lung cancer is the 
leading cancer killer in both men and women. 
Then there are those large warnings on cigarette 
ads and packages that are impossible to ignore. 
Yet ultimately, quitting smoking is a personal 
choice. The Great American Smokeout provides 
a great opportunity and plenty of resources for 
smokers to weigh their options, or even just 
try a day without cigarettes. For those ready to 
quit, there is no better time to set their plans in 
motion. New Yorkers might not like being told 
what to do, but we certainly approve of trying 
something new for ourselves. 

The author is a Columbia College first-year. 

The 34th annual 
Great American 

SmokeoutThe 133rd year of publication
Independent since 1962
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get rid of youR accent...now!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

psychotherapist—UPPER West 
Side. Communicative approach. 30 
years experience. GHI and other in-
surance accepted. Certified psycho-
analyst. Nick Piombino, LCSW. (212) 
316-1871.

healthy child volunteers
needed for CU study on emotion. Par-
ticipants must be 10-17 years old. 
Kids will look at photographs and an-
swer questions about emotions. Pay 
is $12/hr. Parents can learn more by 
calling (212) 851-4104 or e-mailing 
SCAN.kids@gmail.com

berkshire ski rental 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, kitchen, large 
dining room, living room w/brick fire-
place, 2 baths in Egremont, 5 miles 
south of Great Barrington, Catamount 
and Butternut ski resort. Must rent for 
season. $1200/mo + utils. Pix avail. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

take advantage of the Tax Cred-
it! Price drop! Renov 3 BR, ask only 
$340K, at 930 St Nicholas Ave. Easy 
commute to CU. New kitch, gorgeous 
hardwood floors, great space. High 
ceilings windowed kitchen and bath. 
Elevator/ laundry bldg. Great for in-
vestors. Maint only $673. Call Chris-
tine Kazanecki - Prudential Douglas 
Elliman (646) 505-5679.
beautiful, very spacious 1300 
sq ft, 2 BR apt by CU. River views from 
every room. Very sunny, quiet! Sun-
sets, boats. Beautiful, friendly landmark 
doorman bldg. Quiet, lively neighbor-
hood, excellent transportation, good 
restaurants & shopping. AC, TVs, hi-
speed wireless internet. Contact Leo-
ra: la20@columbia.edu

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

want to zap student loan debt 
faster? Enjoy extra, ongoing passive 
residual income by linking huge, grow-
ing, thirsty crowd with the world’s most 
powerful antioxidant, heart-healthy cof-
fee. Fantastic aroma, tastes even bet-
ter! Exclusive, unique, patented, 2x 
healthier than any other coffee. Inter-
views for serious, ambitious entrepre-
neurs only. E-mail resume to Mrs Rog-
gie at ruthann@twcny.rr.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



‘Dissident Acts’ 
puts the audience 

in the spotlight
By Diane Wang

Columbia Daily Spectator

What part does the audience 
play in the theater? While ac-
tors are elevated on a brightly-
lit stage, audience members 
remain silently shrouded in 
darkness. The Barnard theater 
department’s production, “Dis-
sident Acts: 3 Plays,”—which 
runs from Nov. 19-21—is a trio 
of plays designed to turn the 
tables, exploring the audience’s 
role in theater. 

The performance’s plays in-
clude Samuel Beckett’s “Catas-
trophe” , Slawomir Mrozek’s 
“The Police” and Václav Hav-
el’s “Unveiling.” The consis-
tent character of the Director, 
who has been introduced from 
Beckett’s “Catastrophe,” fluidly 
connects all three plays into a 
riveting performance discuss-
ing humanity, art, and politics. 
Theater, here, functions as a 
mode of representation for con-
temporary issues and also serves 
to “interrogate the politics of 
our present,” as explained on the 
CUArts website.

Assistant professor of theater 
Hana Worthen, who worked 
with the actors on “Dissident 
Acts: 3 Plays,” explained that 
there is a “strain of absurdism” 
throughout the plays, allowing 
them to satirically critique so-
ciety and the various spheres of 
life. Worthen chose these three 
particular plays because they 

“use theater as the metaphor 
and mechanism of the state,” 
confronting social and political 
issues. But although the plays 
were written within specific his-
torical contexts, the audience is 
urged to think about the plays’ 
relevance to current events. 

“Dissident Acts: 3 Plays” will 
also move off-campus as part 
of the New York Public Library 
for the Performing Arts’ “Per-
forming Revolution in Central 
and Eastern Europe” Festival. 
Marking the 20th anniversary 
of the fall of Communism in 
Europe, the five-month festival 
explores the way in which the 
performing arts contributed to 
the revolutions and fall of Com-
munism. The festival director, 
Gary Cherniakhovsky, under-
stands firsthand the difficulty of 
dissident works, having directed 
in the former Soviet Union. 
Beckett’s “Catastrophe” is even 
dedicated to Havel, who was, at 
the time, imprisoned by Czech 
authorities. 

Though audience members 
will still sit in the dark at Minor 
Latham Playhouse, the plays 
hope to shed some light on 
the viewer’s importance to the 
spectacle.

Time:  Nov. 19 to 21 at 8 p.m.
Place:  Minor Latham Playhouse 
Cost:  $5 with CUID

Where It’s At

Theater

Elaine Burchman for Spectator
Dissenting drama  |  The Barnard theater department’s production “Dissident Acts” is  a trio 
of plays that confront political and social questions on stage. 

Young women 
learn to teach 

themselves
on screen

When we 
first 
meet 

them, the hero-
ines of the 
popular films 
“An Education” 
and “Precious” 
seem to have very 
little in common. 
Jenny, a product 
of early-1960s 
middle-class 
England, is a 
sparkling, hyper-

articulate schoolgirl on track to study 
at Oxford. Precious, a child of 1980s 
New York, is 16, illiterate, expecting 
her second child by her father, and 
living with an impossibly monstrous 
mother. Her life is so aggressively aw-
ful that, by comparison, Jenny’s life 
seems like heaven on earth.

But as the stories progress, an af-
finity emerges between the two young 
leads. The films are wildly differ-
ent, but they are both stories about 
young women discovering themselves. 
“Precious” is a story of a successful 
escape from a toxic living environ-
ment. Despite Precious’ initial lack 
of confidence, once she learns how 
to read she clings to her education 
as though it is the only thing keep-
ing her alive. And, in reality, it is: 
Physically, Precious could survive 
without her schooling, but she would 
be a mere shell of the young woman 
she has glimpsed within herself . In 
her quest to break away from her 
mother, she suffers several major 
setbacks, but it is clear to the audi-
ence that she is on the rise. There is 
nowhere for her to go but up.

Jenny, like Precious, wants noth-
ing more than to escape her parents, 
though unlike Precious’, they at least 
mean well. She dreams of Paris—not 
in the wistful way that most girls 
do, but with a fervid romantic drive 
that cannot not be ignored. Unlike 
“Precious,” however, “An Education” 
depicts its heroine’s descent into a 
world much colder than the one she 
had previously known. It tells the sto-
ry of Jenny’s unhealthy relationship 
with David, a much older man whose 
lifestyle is fueled by illegal business 
and who turns out to be a phenom-
enal and destructive liar.

Both films are, more than any-
thing, stories about education and the 
harm and good that knowledge can 
do to a person—in particular, to teen-
age girls. There is perhaps no stock 
character taken less seriously in the 
media today than this type: we need 
only to think of any young woman on 
any program on the Disney Channel 
or the CW to confirm this statement. 
These girls have become static charac-
ters despite the fact that the defining 
characteristic of adolescence is its 
constant fluctuation.

Jenny and Precious are both girls 
who illustrate this paradox. As young 
women they have much less control 
over their own lives than their male 
counterparts would. Jenny’s own 
parents encourage her to drop out of 
school to get married. Precious’ two 
children—products of both incest and 
rape—bring her joy, but they also act 
as weights, pulling her further and 
further away from the independence 
she so desperately needs.

It is all the more moving, then, 
to see the extraordinary changes 
wrought in both women as their 
stories progress. By the end of 
“Precious,” the heroine is practi-
cally unrecognizable from the cowed, 
nearly mute girl who first appeared 
on the screen. We love her because, 
like her, we have all realized that we 
are capable of brilliant things. As she 
learns how to read, she discovers her-
self as well.

Precious’ life is without question 
more difficult than Jenny’s, but I per-
sonally find Jenny’s story more mov-
ing. The conclusion of “An Education” 
is a cop-out that paints her future 
as untainted by her experiences, but 
the rest of the film tells a very differ-
ent story. When Jenny discovers that 
David has been lying to her through-
out their relationship, we are not so 
surprised, but she is. And with that 
revelation something within her dies. 
You can see it happening as clear as 
day on her broken face. Her jour-
ney has not been to self-discovery, 
but rather to the realization that the 
world is a harsher place than she had 
imagined—a lesson that is just as 
important. 

Morgan Davies is a Barnard College 
sophomore majoring in English. A Film 
of Her Own runs alternate Thursdays.

A  F i l m  o f 
h e r  o w n

 m o r g a n
D a v i e s

film
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Exhibit in SoHo provides new angle on familiar shape
By Melissa von mayrhauser

Spectator Staff Writer

A triangle does not have three 
sides—at least according to Sam 
Moyer, one of the sculptors featured in 
the Kate Werble Gallery’s new exhibit 
“Pinch Pots and Pyramids.” Through 
Dec. 5, the gallery is presenting six 
artists’ contemporary designs, which 
demonstrate the complexity of funda-
mental elements of art.

The artists’ hand-made composi-
tions are geometric playgrounds for 
the eyes, allowing a viewer to visually 
climb through wooden triangles and 
navigate the cracks of broken cylin-
ders. In an era in which artists are in-
creasingly seeking alternate means of 
producing art through the use of com-
puters and ready-made objects, these 
sculptors have written a new contract 
between art and the artist.

Among the artists represented is 
Liliane Lijn, whose sculptures play 
with the concept of motion. She dis-
plays three glazed, rainbow-colored 
cones that resemble the candied sur-
face of a lollipop. By applying a variety 
of colors to a basic geometric shape, 
Lijn has created a cone that seems to 
expand and contract simultaneously. 

Lijn also presents a composition that 
rotates electronically: a cone on which 
she arranged a poem about fire and ice 
that seems to have no connection to 
the artwork itself.

Sam Moyer examines negative 
space in his sculpture. Several black 
wooden triangles hang inches apart 
from each other on a white wall. The 
angular black lines forming the sides 

of the triangle appear to fit together 
symmetrically. Yet by looking through 
the triangles, viewers can observe that 
the black lines do not meet perfectly 
and that the only unflawed triangle 
is an illusion formed by the negative 
white space between the black lines.

Another noteworthy work by 
Susana Rodriguez has reduced the ev-
eryday coffee cup to a dysfunctional 

cylinder by removing the handles 
from black and white mugs. Partially 
breaking them, Rodriguez uses pieces 
from one to remodel the other. The 
cracks in the ceramic are so disturb-
ing that viewers may wish to find clay 
to fill the gaps. Rodriguez’s use of the 
cylinder asks audiences to reconsider 
the everyday geometrical form.

Molly Smith, School of the Arts ’04,  
displays four watercolor collages that 
explore basic shapes in a two-dimen-
sional format. Although these compo-
sitions introduce a different medium, 
the collages seem to disappear in an 
exhibit otherwise composed of sculp-
tures; Smith’s flat forms alienate the 
viewer, unlike the engaging, three-di-
mensional shapes of the sculptures.

Revealing the imperfections in hu-
man attempts to produce geometric 
shapes, this exhibit shows that perhaps 
the most poignant acts of human ex-
pression are the most flawed.

Time: Through December 5
Place:  Kate Werbel Gallery 
83 Vandam Street at Hudson Street
Cost:  Free

Where It’s At

art

Courtesy of Kate Werbel Gallery

Back to Basics  |  Kate Werble Gallery’s exhibit “Pinch Pots and Pyramids” is a 
collection of imaginative takes on classic geometric shapes, inviting the viewer 
to appreciate the beauty in simplicity. Artists include Molly Smith, SoA ‘04. 

Down and ‘Dirty’

Ajit Pillai / Senior staff photographer
stage hands   |  CU Players’ production of “Dirty Hands” will be performed in Wien Lounge at 8 p.m., running Nov. 19-21. Entry is free of charge. 
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While in some situations, 
familiarity with the opponent 
might be an advantage, in this 
case it may have cost the Lions 
the game. 

With just 37 seconds left, 
the teams were tied at five and 
both sides called a timeout. On 
Columbia’s final opportunity, 
it was Reid who would take the 
shot. Lewandowski, knowing 
that Columbia was without its 
other whole set Abiel Garcia, fo-
cused his team’s attention on Reid. 
Lewandowski also knew that Reid 
favored his backhand, and Reid is 
certain Lewandowski instructed 
the Yale goalie to look for it. 

The goalie saved Reid’s shot and 
Yale went on to cash in on one final 

opportunity. With two seconds re-
maining, Thomas Lazzarini shot 
the ball past Light Blue goalie 
Xande Wright for a 6-5 victory.

“They really executed that 
team concept better than any-
thing and kept the ball away 
from me until the last posses-
sion,” Reid said.

Despite the loss, the Lions 
had a chance to win two games 
at the championships for the first 
time in their fourth game against 
Virginia Tech. After playing 
three games in two days, they 
had more than 24 hours between 
the third and fourth game, which 
Samardzija believes helped them 
get over what could have been a 
crushing loss. 

“When you lose like that—
a heartbreaking loss—it could 

destroy the whole team,” he 
said. “It helped that we had a 
day break after the third game 
and we just went into the game 
against Virginia Tech like noth-
ing happened.”

Against the Hokies, the Lions 
found themselves favored for 
the first time all tournament. It 
was also the first time they were 
not behind much of the game, 
trailing just once. Though the 
Hokies provided a late scare, 
cutting what had been a three-
goal Light Blue advantage to one, 
they never got any closer.

“We got tired by the end,” 
Samardzija said. “It was a game 
we should be winning easily in 
normal circumstances. They are 
all so feisty. We’d go up one or 
two and they’d come back.”

One of the reasons the team 
may have found itself tired by 
the end, was a lack of practice. 
Due to Samardzija’s commit-
ment to St. Francis and the busy 
schedules of the team’s players, 
the Lions practiced just a few 
times in the fall season. 

A lack of funding has not 
helped either, since it limits the 
quality of the opponents they 
face and the number of tourna-
ments they can participate in—
both of which improve fitness, 
preparation, and cohesion.

In the case of the champion-
ships, a lack of funding also af-
fected their travel plans. The Lions 
needed a cheap flight and arrived 
in Florida at 2 a.m. on Friday, just 
10 hours before they would play 
the Golden Panthers. 

Still, Columbia managed its 
best performance yet, and for 
the first time ever, it may be 
ranked in the top 15.

“We expect to be ranked,” 
Samardzija said. “I think we 
should be in the top 15—15th 
place is realistic to expect. If you 
take a look at results, we should 
be 11th but you never know.”

Reid, a lifelong water polo 
player in his first two years at 
Columbia, was named to the 
all-tournament second team. 
Players from just four teams 
made the first team, and Reid 
was one of just two players from 
a team outside the top eight to 
make either of the squads.

Reid said he took “a more 
active scoring role” in his last 
year at Yale and this year at 
Columbia. “It’s an honor to have 
that rewarded,” he said.

While only Reid was singled 
out, the performances of two 
of his teammates also attracted 
attention. One is Kai Golden, 
a freshman at the college, who 
scored 10 goals—second on the 
team to Reid’s 12. 

The second is goalkeeper 
Wright, who saved 40 shots in 
four games—19 more than op-
posing goalies were forced to 
stop against the Lions. One of 
the reasons Wright racked up 
so many saves is because the 
Lions play a zone defense, which 
blocks passing lanes to spots 
closer to the goal but opens up 
outside shots.

“We let them shoot more 
because in my opinion we had 
the best goalie in the tourna-
ment,” Samardzija said. “We 
are confident in him. He never 
failed us.” 

Replacing Wright, a senior, 
will be one of the big tasks for 
next year’s championships. 
Still, the team will be in a bet-
ter position than ever before. 
Their 11th place finish means 
that they will enter next year’s 
championships with that same 
seed and play the winner of the 
Texas division, should they win 
the New York division.

“They are a good team but 
nothing like California or 
Michigan,” Samardzija said.

Samardzija, though, said he 
won’t predict next season’s out-
come—even if the odds seem in 
Columbia’s favor. 

“Will’s nomination is in line 
with our two wins,” Samardzija 
said. “If you take a look, only 
a few teams were represented 
on that list. To be one of those 
teams, it means we have seri-
ous potential.”

Goalie Wright anchors Light Blue defense in tourney
water polo from back page
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Sports The Columbia men’s basketball 
team looks to rebound from 
a close 53-59 loss to DePaul 

when it takes on Longwood in 
its home opener this Friday.

tomorrow

The Columbia football team 
will finish its season at home 
against Brown this Saturday. 
Check back tomorrow for a 

preview of the matchup. 

Tomorrow

Here’s an 
interest-
ing ques-

tion that recently 
crossed my mind: 
do you prefer 
team or individual 
sports?  Depending 
on how you answer, 
you can learn a 
lot about who you 
are as a person.  
Individual sports, 
like tennis, require 
the athlete to be in-
dependent and very 

self-motivated.  On the other hand, team 
sports, like basketball, require the athletes 
to work well with others while also know-
ing when to step up and take center stage.  
Ninety percent of the time I will choose 
teamwork over playing solo, but that 10 
percent seems to creep up on me neverthe-
less.  As a matter of fact, I recently found 
myself pissed off with the entire concept of 
team sports.

On Nov. 1, the New Orleans Hornets 
traveled to Boston to face the Celtics.  The 
Hornets, despite the consistent play of 
Chris Paul, never stood a chance. (Let’s be 
real, Boston is stacked.)  More important 
than the final score was what occurred be-
tween Paul and the starting point guard for 
Boston, Rajon Rondo.  Various people over-
heard Rondo telling Paul, “I’ve got a ring, 
and you’re never gonna win one.”  If that 
doesn’t piss you off immediately, you prob-
ably need some background information.

Rondo won a championship with the 
Celtics in 2008 after they acquired Kevin 
Garnett and Ray Allen through trades.  It’s 
safe to say that the championship Celtics had 
the best lineup in basketball.  Garnett, Allen, 
and shooting guard Paul Pierce, all all-stars 
at one point or another, anchored the team, 
with Rondo providing solid play from the one 
position.  Last year, with Garnett hurt, Rondo 
performed extremely well in the playoffs, de-
spite the Celtics losing out before the Eastern 
Conference Championships.  Rondo’s impres-
sive play earned him a big fat contract from 
the Celtics.  Paul, on the other hand, suffered 
as his team fell apart around him, mostly due 
to injuries.  Despite his team’s lackluster per-
formance, Paul put up outstanding numbers 
last year, averaging 22.8 ppg, 11.0 apg, and 
2.8 spg.  Just for comparison, last year Rondo 
averaged 11.9 ppg, 8.2 apg, and 1.9 spg.

With the background information out 
of the way, we can get back to the issue at 
hand, namely Rondo bragging about his 
championship ring to Paul.  On the surface, 
the trash talk shows that Rondo is just a 
cocky asshole who doesn’t respect his su-
periors, namely Paul.  Under the surface, 
however, the Rondo quote points to one 
important, negative aspect of team sports: 
an individual’s success is a matter of cir-
cumstance.  Just by looking at the statistics, 
you can see that Paul is a better player than 
Rondo in nearly every way.  But the reality 
is that Rondo ended up on a team full of 
all-stars, which provided him with a shiny 
championship ring.  Paul, on the other 
hand, is on a team that is noticeably less 
talented and more injury prone.  Despite 
his outstanding play and teamwork, he can-
not overcome the hump that is his team.  
The same can be said of LeBron James who, 
with his talent, should have several rings by 
now, but who has failed to get them because 
of the guys that stand beside him.  

This is the reality of team sports.  Some 
guys get lucky and win a bunch of champi-
onships, while others put up Hall of Fame 
numbers and never win the ultimate prize.  
So, is there a solution?  No, there’s noth-
ing we can do to help the guys that deserve 
to win.  It’s up to the owners and general 
managers to provide them with capable 
teammates.  However, there is one way 
that we can shut up the cocky trash talkers, 
which is almost as good.  I think that if a 
situation occurs, like between Rondo and 
Paul, where there is such a blatant display 
of disrespect, the commissioner should 
step in and call for a player swap game.  A 
player swap game would be between the 
two teams in question, in this case the 
Celtics and the Hornets.  The key aspect 
of this game is that the players involved 
would switch teams for the game.  So Paul 
would play for the Celtics and Rondo for 
the Hornets.  When the game ends, both 
players return to their respective teams 
and go on with the season.  The game 
does not affect either team’s record and all 
proceeds are given to a worthwhile charity.  
Paul would get to teach Rondo a lesson, 
and perhaps Rondo would appreciate the 
team he has.  Not to mention it would be a 
lot of fun for the fans (Paul on the Celtics 
would be one of the best teams ever as-
sembled).  At the very least the player 
swap game would let me choose teamwork 
100 percent of the time.

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics and mathematics.

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Put your 
talent where 

your mouth is

By Lucas Shaw
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Led by strong goaltending and the play 
of all-tournament team member Will Reid, 
the Columbia club water polo team earned 
its best finish ever at the Collegiate Club 
Championships, held this past weekend in 
Gainesville, Fla.

Though the club dates back years, this was 
only its third appearance in the championship. 
Previously, the Lions finished 15th and 13th, but 
this time a 2-2 record propelled the Lions to an 
11th place finish.

“It was fantastic,” coach Igor Samardzija said. 
“In the past they wouldn’t take us seriously. They 
assumed that because Columbia sucks in all the 
sports, it might as well in water polo. We estab-
lished our name to put us out there so in the 
future they’ll take us more seriously.”

Though the difference between 11th and 13th 
may not seem significant, at the championships 
it is—16 teams make the field, one from each di-
vision and the host. They are then seeded based 
on the finish of the division’s team in the cham-
pionships the year before. 

After the first game, teams advance to either 
the winners’ or the consolation bracket. Should a 
team lose both of its games—which only four of 
the 16 can do—it then plays just once more and, 
based on its performance in that game, places 
between 13th and 16th. The Lions, who belong 
to the New York division, found themselves in 
this position during the past two seasons. 

This year, thanks to a win in the second round 
over the University of Illinois at Chicago, the 
Lions were guaranteed to play a fourth game and 
finish in the top 12. Despite losing their third 
game, the Lions, with a win over Virginia Tech 
in the final game, secured 11th place.

As the gradual improvement in finish indi-
cates, the program has taken steps each year un-
der Samardzija, who spends the bulk of his time 
coaching the St. Francis varsity team. 

A first step towards the team’s improved 
performance this year traces back to last year, 
when the Lions won their final game to se-
cure 13th place. As a result, the club entered 
the tournament seeded 13th and drew fourth-

seeded Florida International as opposed to one 
of the top two teams. 

Still, this did not make matters much easier 
as Florida International entered the tournament 
ranked third in the country and featured the 
eventual tournament MVP, Chris Arias.

Led by six goals apiece from Arias and 
Alexander Lipin, the Golden Panthers built a 
sizeable lead and held a 14-8 advantage entering 
the fourth and final period. 

“They built this big lead which we in our 
hearts were afraid they were going to do be-
cause they had Arias,” Reid said. “For three 
quarters we couldn’t get our heads around the 
fact that to stop him you don’t foul him outside, 
or if you do, you get in his face and get a hand 
up so he doesn’t shoot. He shot six times and 
made all of them.”

However, as would soon become a trend in 
the tournament, the Lions closed strong and cut 
their deficit to one goal with 1:55 remaining. That 
would be as close as they could get as the Golden 
Panthers scored an insurance goal with 41 sec-
onds to play and closed out the 15-13 victory.

“We surprised Florida International because 
people weren’t prepared to take Columbia water 
polo very seriously,” Reid said. “We came as close 
as any team but UCLA to beating them.”

“We didn’t realize at the moment how close we 
got but when we saw them playing and killing other 
teams we were like, ‘ damn,’ ” Samardzija added.

As Reid added, Florida International made 
it all the way to the championship game, losing 
to UCLA 10-8.

Despite the Lions’ strong opening, it looked 
as though they might go home without a top-
12 finish yet again as they were set to play the 
University of Illinois at Chicago in their second 
game. The Flames, who entered the tournament 
ranked 15th in the country, were the fifth-seeded 
team but were upset in the first round by Utah.

Led by Reid, who scored four goals, the Lions 
pulled off an upset with a 5-3 victory. Trailing 
3-2 late in the third period, Reid tied the score 
with his third goal of the day. Kai Golden gave 
his team the lead in the fourth and Reid added 
another goal for good measure.

With the win, Columbia moved on to face a 
familiar rival in its third game—Yale. Reid had 
spent the last nine years of his life involved with 
Bulldog water polo, the first four as a player 
and the last five as a coach. Over the years, he 
became good friends with the team’s alumni 
coach, Andy Lewandowski. 

Courtesy of Will Reid
solid finish  |  Columbia water polo improved from 13th to 11th place in its best performance 
ever at this national tournament. Will Reid received second team All-Tournament honors.

By sarah sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

In a game of shifting momentum, the 
Columbia women’s basketball team used 
a timely offense and shutdown defense to 
achieve a 64-62 win over Long Island on 
Wednesday. With the victory, the Lions 
(2-1) rebounded from a three-point over-
time loss to Oakland.

“We did a much better job buck-
ling down defensively,” Columbia head 
coach Paul Nixon said. “I thought in the 
Oakland game, we allowed too many 
scores down the stretch.”

Long Island (0-2) scored the first four 
points of the matchup, but Columbia 
responded with a jumper and a three-
pointer. The first half remained a back-
and-forth affair as neither team could 
build a comfortable lead. With just over 
nine minutes left in the second quarter, 
the Blackbirds held a six-point advan-
tage—the greatest lead for either team 
thus far. At halftime, the score was 37-32 
in favor of Long Island. 

The Blackbirds opened the second half 
with a 6-0 run that gave them an 11-point 

lead after less than two minutes, but 
Columbia then scored six unanswered 
points of its own. Long Island continued 
to lead until sophomore guard Mary 
Beato, who did not play last year due to an 
ACL injury, sank a trey with 8:35 to play. 
The three-pointer gave the Lions a 55-53 
advantage and started a 9-2 Columbia 
run. With just over six minutes remain-
ing, Columbia held a six-point lead.

True to the game’s form, the Lions’ 
comfort did not last long. Long Island 
scored four points during a Columbia 
scoring drought of over four minutes. 
Junior forward Judie Lomax extended 
the Lions’ lead with a layup, but a three-
pointer by Long Island sophomore for-
ward Ashley Palmer cut the Blackbirds’ 
deficit to one point with just under two 
minutes to play. 

Columbia almost lost its advan-
tage after junior guard Kathleen Barry 
fouled sophomore guard Kiara Evans. 
With 17 seconds left, Evans went to the 
free throw line with the chance to give 
Long Island the lead. But she did not 
convert either one of her foul shots, 
and Barry was fouled after grabbing 

the rebound. Barry gave the Lions 
their final point on a free throw with 
12 seconds remaining.

“The clutch free throws were few and 
far-between, so her hitting that last one at 
the end was really big,” Nixon said. 

Junior center Lauren Dwyer overcame 
early foul trouble to finish with a game-
high 19 points for Columbia, including 
her second three-pointer of the year.

“In some ways, I think sitting on the 
bench for a little bit there in the first half 
might have helped her get into the flow 
of the game,” Nixon said. “She did a really 
nice job, when she came back in after the 
second foul, of finding her shot.”

Senior guard Danielle Browne, who 
Nixon considered unlikely to see action 
due to a wrist injury, not only played but 
started against Long Island. She finished 
with five assists in 30 minutes.

Columbia continues nonconference play 
on Nov. 24, when it hosts Manhattan.

Jenny Hsu / Senior Staff Photographer
Close win  |  Lauren Dwyer 
scored 19 points in the victory.

CU rallies in second half to beat Long Island
Columbia

Long island

64

62

Water polo places 11th at championships
Lions defeat Virginia 
Tech in final round

SEE water polo, page 7
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