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Living near a construction 
zone has been more than just 
noisy for some West Harlem 
residents.

Since starting construction, 
the stretch of Broadway that 
runs from 122nd Street to 135th 
Street has been a trough of con-
centrated construction work and 
the neighborhood landscape has 
changed drastically. 

“It’s depressing sometimes, 
the way it looks,” General Grant 
Residents Association President 
Sarah Martin said of the area. 

While Columbia has continued 

its demolition in Manhattanville, 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has been renovating the 
1 train viaduct that runs through 
the area over Broadway since 
June. Sidewalk sheds and scaffold-
ing surround parts of the General 
Grant Houses across the street.

And with all the construction 
around them, residents of the 
General Grant Houses and the 
Manhattanville Houses, as well 
as local businesses, have had to 
make adjustments.

“Because they’re doing con-
struction ... they close those 
streets down,” said Evelyn 
Dominguez, manager of VnV 
Optical International on the 

corner of Broadway and 126th 
Street. “So for the patients that 
come in, it’s hard for them to find 
parking,” she said.

“I don’t know what compa-
nies, but they used to order from 
us, and now they move away,” 
said Tengyu Zhu, who works 
in Good Friend Restaurant on 
Broadway between 125th and 
126th streets. 

“The dust from the ground 
comes into the apartments,” said 
Bernice Wilson, a resident of the 
General Grant Houses. “He has 
asthma, his brother has asthma, 
and I have allergies, which is not 
so good for us,” she said, pointing 
to her two boys.

But Marvin Tran, who 
works at King West Cleaners on 
Broadway near 125th Street, said 
that all the work on Broadway 
hasn’t impacted business.

“It’s just really loud outside 
when they’re working,” he said. 
“You always hear a humming 
sound from the spray paints 
themselves. That with the train 
is very loud.”

Ann Morris, residents as-
sociation president for the 
Manhattanville Houses, said 
that a number of residents have 
reported noise complaints. 
“They start at six o’clock in the 

BY MICHAEL ZHONG
Spectator Staff Writer 

Wireless will be available 
for all undergraduate residence 
halls by the end of summer 2012. 

Vice President of Campus 
Services Scott Wright said that 
housing services, in conjunc-
tion with Columbia University 
Information Technology, will 
establish wireless access in sev-
eral of the upperclassman dorms 
currently lacking Wi-Fi during 
the summer of 2011, while the 
remaining buildings will be set 
up the following summer.

CUIT intends to provide 
wireless in 47 Claremont, 
East Campus, Schapiro, and 
Harmony next summer and 
Carman, Furnald, John Jay, the 
Living-Learning Center, and the 
brownstones the summer after.

But Wright stressed that the 
timeline is tentative due to po-
tential unanticipated roadblocks 
with the physical infrastruc-
ture within the residence halls. 
Housing plans to release a final 
list of residence halls that will 
have wireless access sometime 
in February. 

Overall, Wright anticipates 
the project will cost around two 
million dollars.

“We’re talking about 36 prop-
erties, 18 brownstones, 18 resi-
dence halls. It’ll bring wireless to 
roughly 5,500 students.” Wright 
said. “To me, it’s well worth put-
ting the money aside to do.”

Plans to make Columbia’s 
residence halls wireless have 
been going on for a while. 
Originally Wright had hoped 
to provide wireless by the 
end of this academic year. But 
Columbia adjusted the time-
line because of the difficulties 
of modifying the physical in-
frastructure of residence halls 
while students are there.

“I wanted it to be done this 
year, but it just wasn’t physically 
possible to get all the work done 
with the current occupancy 
plan for all the residence halls,” 
Wright said. “So we revised our 
completion deadline to being at 
the end of the summer of 2012.”

Presently, nine Columbia 
dorms have wireless incorpo-
rated. Broadway, which had Wi-
Fi set up the summer of 2008, 
was the first residence hall to 
receive wireless. Watt, Hogan, 

McBain, River, Wien, Ruggles, 
Woodbridge, and 600 West 
113th Street all received Wi-Fi 
last summer.

Kenny Durell, CC ’12, a repre-
sentative last year in Columbia 
College Student Council who 
is now a University senator on 
CCSC’s technology committee, 
has been actively involved with 
the efforts to establish wireless.

“It’s been an issue for a long 
time. It’s been an issue at least 
since 2007 but probably more fur-
ther back than that,” Durell said.

Durell, citing student interest 
in wireless, says that Wi-Fi ac-
cess has been an important pri-
ority for CCSC. However, Durell 
also says that CCSC did not dedi-
cate much attention to the issue 
because CCSC had little power 
over the initiative.

“CUIT made this decision in-
dependent from CCSC,” Durell 
said. “It really was just one day 
we came in and they [CUIT] 
were like, yep, we’re finally get-
ting wireless in dorms.”

Krizia Lopez, CC ’13, is a 
current resident of McBain. 
Lopez says that before coming 
to Columbia, she had assumed 
that she would get wireless ac-
cess living at John Jay and that, 
consequently, she couldn’t get 
internet in her dorm the first 
two weeks of school.

Lopez said, “Last year I had 
to rely on someone else’s inter-
net router on my floor. … I made 
a deal with him, gave him five 
dollars, and was able to use his 
wireless.”

This year at McBain, al-
though the dorm has wireless 
access, Lopez says that she still 
likes to have ethernet because 
she believes it’s faster. However, 
Lopez says, Columbia’s wired in-
ternet has been inconvenient.

“This year for me, the eth-
ernet is under my roommate’s 
bed.” Lopez said. “So I literally 

All dorms to oΩer 
Wi-Fi by fall 2012
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BUILDING BLOCKS  |  Some residents of West Harlem have complained about the construction that runs from 122nd to 135th streets.

SEE WIRELESS, page 2

SEE CONSTRUCTION, page 6

BY MADINA TOURE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

While a proposal for a 
prayer room at Barnard 
sparked interest among reli-
gious groups when it was first 
proposed in 2008, there has 
been minimal movement to-
ward developing one for the 
Diana Center. 

But the prayer room initia-
tive is resurfacing at a time 
when Columbia and Barnard 
are facing increasing demands 
for more campus space for 
practicing students. Still, stu-
dents debate the extent to 
which a prayer room could 
meet the needs of a huge diver-
sity of religious groups. Some 
wonder if it would instead in-
crease tensions among reli-
gious factions on campus. 

“Students in the Barnard 
community have expressed 
a desire to have a designated 
space welcoming to all religious, 
faith, and spiritual groups for 
prayer and meditation,” Barnard 
Director of Diversity Initiatives 
Pamela Phayme wrote in an 
email. “Their vision for this 
space is to create a harmonious 
environment that fosters 
inter-faith understanding and 
acceptance.”

Still, talks are now going 
into their third year, and lo-
gistical questions, as well as 
concerns about the viability of 
such a multi-denominational 
prayer space on campus, have 
meant that the initiative is 
still trying to gain significant 
traction. 

new space for muslim 
students

When Amreen Vora, BC 
’09—then vice president of 
Barnard’s Student Government 
Association—settled in as a 
junior during the 2008-2009 
academic year, she became 
acutely aware of the fact that 
there was no space on campus 
for students to engage in reli-
gious and spiritual practices. 

“I realized that a lot of 
Muslims living in campus 
didn’t have a space to pray,” 
Vora said, though she added 
that, “For me, this is an ini-
tiative to introduce a space 
on campus in which anyone 
can reflect or pray. ... This 
wasn’t just meant as a room 
for Muslims to use.”

Vora approached Barnard 
administrators—particularly 
Dean and future Vice President 
of College Relations Dorothy 
Denburg and Vice President of 
Administration Lisa Gamsu—
about the possibility of a space 
in the future Diana building 
that would be accessible to stu-
dents for religious and spiritual 
purposes. Two years later, the 
proposal still has not come to 
fruition. According to Vora, the 
main obstacles have been the 
lack of one leading individual 
who would drive the initiative 
and a general space crunch on 
campus. 

For Muslim students, a 
prayer room in the Diana 

would alleviate the challeng-
es they face in finding places 
to pray multiple times daily. 
“Demographics-wise, hav-
ing one [prayer space] in the 
Diana is important given that 
there are so many Muslims at 
Barnard,” Taimur Malik, CC ’11 
and president of the Muslim 
Student Association, said.

In particular, it would be 
convenient for students who 

do not have time to return to 
their dorm rooms to complete 
their prayers. 

“Muslim students that want 
to keep up with the five-times-
a-day prayer ... they could do 
so on their own, but this would 
make it more convenient,” 
Safana Khan, CC ’14, said. “It 
creates a friendly atmosphere.”

SEE PRAYER, page 2

Motorcyclist injured in accident 
on Broadway and 116th Street

A motorcyclist was left 
in serious condition after 
an accident on Broadway 
between 115th and 116th 
streets Wednesday evening. 

According to witnesses, 
at around 7:30 p.m. a mo-
torcyclist swerved to try to 
avoid a skateboarder in the 
crosswalk at 116th Street. 
He clipped the back of the 
skateboard, which caused 
the motorcyclist to swerve 
into a car. An officer with 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Public Information said 
that the skateboarder was a 
19-year-old female who was 
taken to St. Luke’s with mi-
nor injuries. 

The car was parked le-
gally in a parking spot 
when it was hit. David Ng, 
the driver of the car hit 
by the motorcycle, said, “I 
was waiting inside my car 
and he just ran into my car. 
That’s it.”

Joan Snitzer, an eyewit-
ness and a senior lecturer 
in the Barnard art history 
department, said, “He hit 
a woman. He was trying to 
avoid hitting her. I saw her 
slide. She stood up and she 
was fine.”

The impact sent the mo-
torcyclist flying, and he lay 
in the street for several min-
utes. Passersby ran to help 
the victim, and an ambu-
lance, fire trucks, and Public 
Safety quickly showed up. 
Mouth-to-mouth was per-
formed on the scene, and 
witnesses reported seeing 
blood on the ground. 

The man was taken to 
St. Luke’s. According to 
a witness, one policeman 
described his condition as 
“bad.” DCPI had no infor-
mation on his name or con-
dition by press time. 

—Katie Bentivoglio 
and Emma Stein

NEWS BRIEF

Indie music star Ben Folds and 
renowned British author Nick 
Hornby honor BC professor Saskia 
Hamilton with a unique punk-rock 
serenade in their new album. 

Ben Folds takes on BC 
with professor song

A multimedia demonstration of 
how text can be translated through 
performance.

James Room, Barnard Hall, 6 p.m.

Five Columbia athletes, including 
current students and alums, traveled 
to Paris this month to take part in 
one of the most prestigious fencing 
competitions in the world.

CU fencers compete in 
World Championships 

“Ethernet is as 
restrictive as 
tighty-whities.”

—Matt Horwitz, CC ’13
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West Harlem residents complain of local construction 

Religious groups on campus search for a space of their own

Translation Performance

Housing plans to install wireless 
for four new dorms in 2011

Young Democrats shouldn’t raise the 
white flag. 

Keep hope alive

Louis Cholden-Brown condemns the 
new choice for DOE chancellor.

Not the new Black

After almost three 
years, Barnard is 
still discussing 
the possibility of 
a campus prayer 
room. HENRY WILLSON FOR SPECTATOR

CHAPEL  |  St. Paul’s provides space for some campus religious 
groups, though others are pushing for a location in the Diana.
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According to Malik, when 
Vora and Sharmin Ahmed, BC 
’10 and former SGA vice presi-
dent of finance, got started on 
the initiative, it sparked a lot of 
excitement among the Muslim 
population. But, he said, “When 
the Diana finally got built, we 
were told there was no prayer 
room there.” 

“They [Muslim students] 
were told that, yes, there is a 
possibility that we’ll have a 
prayer room,” Malik continued. 
“Eventually, we were told that 
was not going to happen.”

There is a prayer room on 
the first floor of Earl Hall that 
Muslim students can use, but 
Malik noted that the Muslim 
population on campus has 
swelled over the past few years. 
Undergraduate and graduate 
students have to share that room, 
he said.  On top of that, Earl Hall 
is closed over the summer.

“The prayer room has be-
come confined,” he said.

But Earl Hall administrators 
say this is not the case.

“Muslims pray five times 
throughout the day, and I think 
we are open for three or four 
prayers. … You may see four or 
five people come in and pray,” 
said Raquel Whittaker, assis-
tant director of the Earl Hall 
Center. “We’ve had no conver-
sations with any president of 
the MSA about overcrowding 
of that space.”

University Chaplain and 
Associate Provost Jewelnel 
Davis said that they were also 
sure to keep the room properly 
cared for and only accessible 
to Muslim. A two-foot bath for 
Muslim students to prepare for 
their prayer is locked and cod-
ed out of privacy concerns, and 
Earl Hall workers are required 
to wear shoe covers so they don’t 
“desecrate the carpet.” Earl Hall 
also provides a folding screen to 
separate men and women while 
they pray. 

Though Lerner Hall initially 
appeared to be a viable alterna-
tive location for a prayer room, 
Malik said that, since so many 
student groups use Lerner al-
ready, it would be impossible to 
find space. 

“I think, given the shortage 
of space for student activity on 
campus, it would be unlikely that 
the student body would want to 
see a prayer room in Lerner when 
there already is one in Earl Hall, 
even if it is small,” said Scott 
Wright, vice president of student 
auxiliary and business services.

Wright noted that the Diana 
may be the best place for a prayer 
room regardless. 

“Student groups have huge, 
legitimate needs that can’t be 
fulfilled, including MSA, but 
they seem to have empty rooms 
there [in the Diana],” Wright 
said. “Plus, there are so many 
Muslim students at Barnard 
who study in Diana. … To go 
back to their room in Plimpton 
is difficult.” 

other groups search for 
own space

Other religious groups are 
also looking for better ameni-
ties at Columbia. Among these 
groups are campus Christian or-
ganizations, which currently oc-
cupy room 110 in Earl Hall—the 
same building that houses the 
Office of the University Chaplain, 
Community Impact, and the 
United Campus Ministries.

Columbia Catholic Ministry 
serves Catholic undergradu-
ates, graduates, and faculty at 
the University, and is the of-
ficial Columbia chapter of the 
Catholic Ministry. Columbia 
Catholic Undergraduates is 
a Student Governing Board-
recognized club that reaches 
out exclusively to undergradu-
ates, and is looking to gain more 
resources on campus. 

“We have one kind of small 
office room in Earl in which we 
cannot hold events,” Michael 
Hannon, CC ’12 and co-pres-
ident of Columbia Catholic 
Undergraduates, said. “That’s 
really used at this point for board 
meetings.”

Christian groups must re-
sort to holding events in other 
locations, including the Church 
of Notre Dame and St. Paul’s 
Chapel.

“We rent space elsewhere. 
We book space elsewhere,” 
Hannon said. “We have space on 
campus, but what’s missing is a 
place that we can call our own.”

One group that isn’t lacking 
in space is Columbia/Barnard 
Hillel, which operates out of the 
now ten-year-old Kraft Center—
previously a University-owned 
parking lot that is now a hub for 
Jewish life on campus. Before 
moving to the Kraft Center, 
Hillel was also based in Earl Hall, 
said Aviva Buechler, BC ’11 and 
president of Columbia/Barnard 
Hillel. But Simon Klarfeld, ex-
ecutive director of Columbia/
Barnard Hillel, has seen the im-
portance in carving out a place 
on campus for religious groups 
to claim as their own space.  

“Certainly, in the original 
design, prayer space was a seri-
ous consideration,” he said. “We 
needed to provide at least three 
different simultaneous prayer 
services, even back 15 years ago 
when they designed this place, be-
cause there were three different 
prayer communities, Orthodox, 
Conservative, and Reform, all of 
whom pray on Friday nights.”

Since then, Hillel has been 
able to reach out to more Jewish 
students and expand both its 
programs and its outreach.

“Before the Kraft Center, 
not nearly as many groups and 
not nearly as many programs 
and events that happen today 
would happen without the Kraft 
Center,” Buechler said. “Since 
then, Hillel has been able to ex-
ponentially increase the active 
student involvement.

Catholic Undergraduate’s 
Hannon says that the Christian 
community at Columbia is just 
as large as the Jewish commu-
nity, and that it is only fitting to 
build a center for Christian stu-
dents similar to the Kraft Center. 
Still, he said, there are no efforts 
underway to create one. 

“It’s certainly a hope that we 
have and is something we would 
like to actively pursue with the 
University’s help,” he said. “We 
understand that the adminis-
tration to a large extent is doing 
what they can.”

initiative meets 
resistance and skepticism

Many students, both at 
Barnard and Columbia, said a 
prayer room in the Diana could 
address some of the ongoing 
concerns of various religious 
and spiritual groups—a place at 
Barnard where students could 
pray when they do not have 
immediate access to their dorms. 

But others have raised issue 
with the proposal, saying the 
fact that the prayer room will 
be available to all students—
meaning students of all reli-
gions would be able to use it at 
any time of the day—could create 
tensions between groups.  

“There’s so many different re-
ligions and so many aspects of 

religions,” Chantaell Barker, BC 
’14, said. “Everybody has differ-
ent needs. It would be hard to 
say, ‘Oh, this group has the room 
at this time,’ because of other 
groups’ needs.”

Wright agreed, saying that 
some groups have specific needs 
that a prayer room would not be 
able to address.  

“During Yom Kippur, we 
can’t allow candle-burning be-
cause it violates the fire code,” 
he said. “I believe it’s Hindus 
who would burn incense—where 
would that happen, since places 
in New York are non-smoking?”

Others argued that there was 
no need for such a space at all. 
Tamar Glattstein, BC ’13, said 
there is already sufficient space 
on campus for religious pur-
poses. Another student argued 
that it is not the administration’s 
place to make such a decision in 
the first place.

“Quite honestly, I don’t 
think it’s the role of the school 
to provide a space for every 
single denomination that could 
possibly come to Columbia,” 
Andrea Hazday, CC ’14, said. “I 
mean, we’re in New York City, 
and there are a lot of resources 
off-campus.”

The prayer room, Hazday 
said, will not generate as much 
excitement as proponents 
expect.

“For the majority of stu-
dents, it wouldn’t really have an 
impact. ... It doesn’t bother me, 
but also, I probably wouldn’t 
utilize it,” she said. 

Kelsey Brown, BC ’13, agreed, 
saying that establishing a prayer 
space could be interpreted as 
making assumptions about how 
students should practice their 
religion.

“By just creating one room 
for all religions, it might be 
viewed as them just blanketing 
all of these religious beliefs,” she 
said. “Some people that I know 
are very open to other religions, 
but I also do know people who 
would have a problem praying in 
the same room as someone of a 
different religion.”

Some Hindu students agreed, 
and said they would seek out 
other venues to fulfill their re-
ligious obligations.

 “I’m a practicing Hindu, but 
I don’t think I’d be comfortable 
doing something religious in a 
social setting,” Anantha Hari, 
TC, said. “We [Hindus] probably 
go to a temple to pray” instead of 
a prayer room, she added. 

Sweta Sanghavi, BC ’12—who 
serves on the events committee 
of Ahimsa, an organization that 
caters to Jain students—said her 
group is more cultural than re-
ligious, and so there is less de-
mand among members for a sec-
tion on campus for prayer. 

“We don’t do anything strict-
ly religious on campus—nothing 
prayer-oriented,” she said. 

prayer space would be 
welcomed as good 
first step

Concerns about the viability 
of the prayer space have not 
changed supporters’ belief 
that it would alleviate, rather 
than exacerbate, the problems 
religious and spiritual groups 
on campus face. Many said 
concerns about tensions among 
groups had been exaggerated.

“I feel like there isn’t much 
of a clash between the different 
organizations,” Saloni Surana, 
BC ’12, said. 

“It’s kind of divided,” Ilyas 
said, commenting on the impor-
tant days of the week for vari-
ous religions. “For Muslims, the 
most important day of the week 
is Friday; for Jews, it’s Saturday; 
and for Christians, it’s Sunday, 
so I don’t really see conflicts on 
a weekly basis.”

Other students acknowl-
edged that some tensions would 
arise among groups, but said 
these could be resolved as long 

as everyone cooperated.  
“Each religious group has a 

different way of practicing their 
religion,” TC student Megan 
Gill said. “As long as everyone is 
willing to work together to have 
an equal opportunity to use the 
space, I think it’s a phenomenal 
space.”

The success of a multi-de-
nominational prayer room may 
also depend on its management, 
Hillel’s Buechler said.

“I think, overall, it would be 
amazing to see every student 
group have a space of their own, 
but if we’re looking to just cre-
ate one space for now, it would 
be really important for the ad-
ministration, the chaplaincy, 
and student groups involved to 
figure out what their needs are 
and how to meet them in terms 
of the space,” she said. 

“Where do you draw the line 
with religion? Who’s allowed to 
be there and who’s not?” Hannah 
Carter, BC ’13, wondered. 

But despite concerns about 
problems among different reli-
gious groups practicing in the 
same space, the prayer room 
could be a way to lessen the di-
visions among Columbia’s many 
schools.

“I like that the school is actu-
ally thinking of putting a place 
where students of different 
faiths can come together,” Gill 
said. “I think there’s definitely 
a divide between the schools 
themselves. ... I think it could 
serve as a way to bring students 
together.”

issue remains at a 
standstill

Though the initiative has 
been in the works for two years 
and no timeline has been set, 
Jessica Nuñez, associate dean 
for student life at Barnard, said 
administrators are actively con-
sidering it.

“I can say that the requests 
are still on the table and are be-
ing taken very seriously by those 
who are determining how space 
will be distributed on campus,” 
Nuñez wrote in an email.

“When we first had discus-
sions with administrators about 
what should be added to the 

Diana a couple of years ago, a 
prayer room was on the list,” 
SGA President Lara Avsar, BC 
’11, wrote in an email. “Since 
then, SGA has always included 
the need for a prayer room in 
our discussions about the lim-
ited space that is available.”

Phayme said that conver-
sations were still going about 
the best way to allot space at 
Barnard. 

“There is an on-going dis-
cussion about the best way to 
allocate campus spaces that are 
now vacant,” Phayme wrote. “It’s 
my desire to keep the students’ 
push for specific, designated 
‘safe’ spaces on campus a part 
of the conversation and alloca-
tion agenda.”

She added: “At the moment, 
there have been no conversa-
tions around potential restric-
tions (talking, singing) in the 
space. As the initiative moves 
forward and an exact location 
is determined, there can be a 

communal discussion and dia-
logue about its specific uses.”

Minori Takahashi, BC ’11 and 
SGA representative for diversity, 
took over the initiative after Vora 
graduated, and has had to fight 
to keep the issue going. 

“My year is the third year 
that we’re in the conversation,” 
Takahashi said. “They said that 
it continued to come up in con-
versation, but … right now, it’s 
kind of like a side dish issue. I 
want to keep pushing for it and 
put it at the forefront of the ad-
ministration’s mind.”

Takahashi said she hopes 
the prayer space will be created 
within the next year, but she is 
not certain that will happen.

“I think it can happen—I just 
think someone needs to put a lot 
of time and effort into it and re-
ally push the issue,” Vora said. 
“It’s on the back burner because 
no one’s pushing it forward.”

madina.toure
@columbiaspectator.com 

have to cut the room in half with 
my ethernet cable.”

Matt Horwitz, CC ’13 and 
a Hartley resident, adds, 
“Ethernet is as restrictive as 
tighty-whities.”

Durrell, a resident of Ruggles 
Hall, has had few problems with 
his wireless, remarking, “This is 
the fastest wireless server I’ve 
ever had in my life.”

However, Durrell also add-
ed that some dorms had faster 
wireless than others.

Durrell rated the timeliness 
of CUIT’s efforts to establish 
wireless as “excellent,” cit-
ing the progress that has been 
made with wireless access 
since offering it in Broadway 
in 2008.

“There’s no wireless; now 
there is. Literally, it’s an infinite 
amount of change,” Durell said.

Wright mentioned that 
Broadway had its wireless sys-
tems upgraded last summer as 
well.

Wright said, “We wanted 
to avoid a scenario where we 

needed to have both upgrades 
to wireless and hardwire in-
frastructure going on into the 
future.”

Belle Yan, CC ’12 and a res-
ident of Broadway, said, “If I 
need to do a project with my 
friend in another room, I can 
go in there without worrying 
both of us not having wireless.”

Yan adds, “I can bring my 
computer anywhere, I don’t 
have to worry about ethernet 
cords.”

“I don’t trip as often anymore.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia revises timeline for wireless in dorms
WIRELESS from front page

Religious groups debate merits of permanent prayer room

HENRY WILLSON FOR SPECTATOR

HOUSE OF PRAYER  |  Several campus religious groups are based 
in Earl Hall, but some complain the facilities have gotten crowded. 

PRAYER from front page

“Where do you 
draw the line with 
religion? Who’s 
allowed to be there 
and who’s not?”

—Hannah Carter, BC ’13
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For students looking to travel the world this 
weekend without leaving campus, AAApocalypse 
CultureSHOCK—the Asian American Alliance’s 

15th annual cultural and fashion 
show—will take place this Saturday 
at 6:30 p.m. in Roone Arledge 
Auditorium. The two-part event 
features a performance showcase 

followed by a fashion show, which spectators can 
enjoy while munching on delicious foods such as 
dumplings and Vietnamese sandwiches.

As evident from the title, this year’s theme is 
apocalyptic. “Apocalypse, in its old Greek origins, 
means ‘the unveiling of a truth by destroying mis-
conceptions or falsehoods,’” said Lucy Wang, CC 
’13, the main director of CultureSHOCK and a 
Spectator associate copy editor. “What we wanted 
to do is kind of shatter stereotypes … to reveal a 
newer, more multidimensional identity.”

Performances range from Asian-centric enter-
tainment—such as the comedic talents KT Katara 
and Jen Kwok—to other diverse selections—such 
as Aidge, a rapper from the Aesthetics Crew, and 
Ruby Veridiano, a poet from the Spoken Word 
group iLL-Literacy.

With CultureSHOCK, AAA aims to steer away 
from traditional Asian entertainments such as drag-
on dance or Chinese yo-yo in order to present and 
redefine Asian culture in a more modern, cutting-
edge context.  

Although the underlying mission statement of 
the show is to eliminate barriers surrounding the 
Asian-American identity, the AAA hopes to help 
shatter other stereotypes this year.

For their menswear showings, “we have our 
models all as repressed Wall Street bankers, and 
they slam down their newspapers one day and 
start doing this dance routine,” said Fan Fan, SEAS 
’13, who is co-directing this segment with Daniel 
Gutsche, CC ’13. This short homoerotic runway 
scene, set to a mash-up of “Like a G6” by Far East 
Movement and “The Phoenix Alive” by Monarchy, 
focuses on the narrative of a gay man who hasn’t 
come to terms with his sexuality.

“I felt like CultureSHOCK needed a less hetero-
normative view from someone else,” Gutsche said. 
He continued that both he and Fan “had a vision 
that was a bit more off-kilter, and I think Columbia 
will appreciate that.”

To further embrace the spirit of breaking free from 
boundaries, the models were selected based on fierce-
ness factor, not by strict height and weight guidelines 
as is usual in the fashion industry. “Because we knew 
the walk was something we can fix, we basically chose 
like the fiercest people,” said Wang. “We didn’t choose 
just based on looks, height, or body because if they’re 

not confident, it’s gonna be such an awkward show.”
The runway scenes will feature designs from a 

broad assortment of designers, including Shanghai 
Tang—a Chinese label that combines traditional ori-
ental clothing details with 21st century designs—and 
Shoshanna—an emerging American swimwear label. 
The show will also include ensembles by Shin Choi 
for women ready-to-wear, Nicole Miller for women 
formalwear, and Mary Meyer for urban wear.

Students can discuss how successful the event 
was in its stereotype-shattering goal at the afterparty, 
which offers free admission with a ticket stub.

BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Staff Writer 

Saskia Hamilton is the director of Women 
Poets at Barnard and an associate English pro-
fessor. What fewer students know about this 

unassuming professor is that she’s 
now the subject of a pseudo-punk 
rock song.

Musician Ben Folds and British 
writer Nick Hornby released their 

collaborative album “Lonely Avenue”—which in-
cludes the track “Saskia Hamilton”—in September. 
Hornby, best known for screenplays like “An 
Education,” wrote the lyrics, and Folds composed. 
“Nick is pretty much a doer,” Folds said of their 
dynamic. “I was like ‘Shit, he’s working. I better 
get busy.’ So I would write a song and send it back 
the next day.”

Although recording the whole album was an 
18-month process, the turnaround time for each 
song was incredibly short. “It usually took about 
15 minutes to an hour for me to get the form, the 
melody, and everything hashed out,” Folds said. He 
would sort out any missing pieces later that day in 
the studio while the other musicians learned their 
parts. They recorded. And that was usually what 
appeared on the record.

Despite having recently released “Ben Folds 
Presents: University A Cappella!” and including a 
song about a college professor on his album, Folds 
does not work with a college audience in mind—or 
any audience, for that matter. “You’ll write some 
song and realize that there’s 15-year-old boys who 
are into it when you thought it was for housewives 
or something,” Folds said. “You cut yourself off 

from the important stuff when you worry about 
who the audience might be.”

Hamilton, or rather the boy who is in love with 
the poetry of her name and sings about her, is only 
one of a flush of one-song personas in “Lonely 
Avenue.” “Here’s another personality, another col-
or, and this world needs a little soundtrack to its 
life, and that’s what I do,” Folds said. “’Cause that’s 
what I do when I write a melody—it’s a soundtrack 
to my life.”

Interpreting different characters and employ-
ing narrative style are nothing new to music, but 
an album-long author-musician collaboration does 
have some novelty.

To Folds, though, Hornby is a natural fit for the 
musical realm: “His [Hornby’s] lyrics were convinc-
ing enough to me to think that there needed to be 
a soundtrack.” Hornby was no stranger to music 
before the Folds collaboration: He has been a music 
critic for the New York Times and wrote lyrics for 
Philadelphia rock band Marah for several years.

The story behind the Hornby-Folds collabora-
tion is one of aligned interests organically converg-
ing. “He’d been listening to my music, and I’d been 
reading his books, so it all sort of made sense,” Folds 
said. The two got in touch after Hornby wrote about 
Folds’ song “Smoke” in his pop manifesto “31 Songs.”

“He could’ve been a writer of any kind … or not 
even a writer of any kind,” Folds said of working 
with an author like Hornby. “It’s more down to the 
person than the profession.”

Considering Folds’ tendency toward a sto-
rytelling component in his previous works, the 
collaboration remains in tune with Folds’ overall 
discography. “There’s a different heartbeat to his 
lyrics than there is to mine,” Folds said, “but … 

these don’t feel like cover songs, they just feel like 
more of my songs.”

An irreverent flair can be found in both 
Hornby’s lyrics and Folds’ own words on compos-
ing: “I don’t feel the need to accomplish something 
that I haven’t accomplished before, which might 
seem really lazy, but what I really feel like is that 
I want to do something that resonates.”

The manic refrain of “Saskia Hamilton” at least 
audibly does this. Before composing the song, 
Folds had gathered from Hornby that Hamilton 
was a poet but didn’t know she was a professor. 
Reading the lyrics with Hamilton’s name repeated 
“like 20 times in a row,” Folds said, “I made what 
I considered silly boy music.”

“It turns out she [Hamilton] played in a punk 
rock band when she was a teenager,” Folds said. 
“So the style of music wasn’t a shock to her at all.” 
Hamilton didn’t wish to comment on the song it-
self, except to say that she did “like its use of lit-
erary terms.”

Hornby and Folds met Hamilton after perform-
ing at Housing Works in October. Already familiar 
with the idea of Hamilton from the song, Folds 
said, “I met her and I was like, ‘Oh, that’s Saskia.’”

Dressed in all the album’s personas, Folds will 
play at Montclair, N.J.’s Wellmont Theater, this 
Friday, Nov. 18 (tickets $38) and will circle back 
closer to campus with a concert at Beacon Theater 
(tickets $39.60-$59.50) on Dec. 15.

Whether or not students find the album worth 
going out for, Folds said, “We’re happy with the 
album, and that’s kind of an unusual place for me 
to be having just finished it.” 

Christine Jordan contributed reporting to this 
article.

Ben Folds’ ‘Lonely Avenue’ leads to BC professor

COURTESY OF MICHAEL WILSON

LOVE AT FIRST LINE | Ben Folds, above, collaborated with Nick Hornby on “Lonely Avenue,” with a song featuring BC professor Saskia Hamilton. 

COURTESY OF JEFF CHOU

BREAKING BOUNDARIES  |  The upcoming AAApocalypse CultureSHOCK show on Saturday 
promises to portray culture and fashion in a way that will shatter stereotypical cultural beliefs. 

AAApocalypse to disrupt cultural and gender conventions        

“It’s a very peculiar kind of 
mix of highbrow intellect and 
lowbrow humor.”

—Daniel Walden, CC ’11
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BY OLIVIA WONG
Columbia Daily Spectator 

The 25th Annual Alfred Joyce Kilmer Memorial 
Bad Poetry Contest is calling out to all Columbians 
to put the midterm stress behind them and em-

brace the silliness of horribly clever 
poetry—no experience required.

The Bad Poetry Contest, host-
ed by Columbia’s Philolexian 
Society, will be held on Thursday 

at 8 p.m. in Barnard’s Held Auditorium.  The 
bad poetry contest is easily Philo’s most popu-
lar event, even though most of the society’s other 
events—Professor Tea several times a semester 
and Beat Night, held in honor of Philo alum Allen 
Ginsberg—are open to the public. 

Why is that so? According to last year’s win-
ner, Philo alum Edward Rueda, CC ’05, “I think 
Columbia is severely lacking in school pride, but 
a strong sense of sarcasm is one of the few things 
that brings all the students together.”

Rueda, like many Philo alums, is returning for 
the event and will open the contest with his win-
ning poem, “Balloon Boy by Philip Glass.” “I’m 
very excited for that,” he said. “My girlfriend, my 
mother, and many close friends of mine will be 
in the audience to see me do my winning piece.”

Christopher Travis, CC ’11 and the moderator of 
Philo, attributes the buzz of the event to its ability 
to encourage participation from the whole stu-
dent body. “It’s really fun because it’s something 
everybody can do,” Travis said. “Everybody can 
write a bad poem.”

As moderator, Travis runs all of Philo’s week-
ly meetings, which usually consist of literary de-
bates. He will be emceeing the contest. Travis had 
hoped to win the contest last year with a poem 
about Literature Humanities but still plans to re-
turn with another bid for the title this year.

Most Philo members do choose to participate, but 
they leave plenty of space for attendees who simply 
sign up at the event. Philo encourages anybody to 
enter as long as the material is not too offensive or 
so good that it cannot be classified as bad poetry.

In fact, Philo has been known to target new 
members for recruitment after strong contest en-
tries. Rueda was recruited by Philo his sophomore 
year after performing at the contest and has com-
peted every year since. “My favorite part of the 
contest is when somebody I don’t know … gets 
up and just wows me with how terribly funny his 
poem is,” Travis said.

“Poems that win are poems that demonstrate 
that you know what makes a good poem … with-
out letting the slightest traits of good meaningful 
poetry to invade your lines,” Daniel Walden, CC 
’11, said when asked what a poem needed to win. 
As the Impresario of Philo, Walden coordinates 
all of Philo’s events, the biggest being the contest. 

As a model for bad poetry, Philo follows in the 
footsteps of Alfred Joyce Kilmer, a Philo alum 
and former vice president of the society. Kilmer’s 
poem “Trees” is, according to Walden, “a stinker 
of a poem.” Kilmer wrote a lot of deliberately-bad 
poetry that Walden described as “very tongue-in-
cheek. … A real kick in the face to the modernist 
poets.” It is his legacy of bad poetry that is honored 
each year by Philo. 

Philo is more than happy to carry on the tradi-
tion of bad poetry, encouraging poetic disasters in 
the name of humor. In fact, both Travis and Walden 
were quick to attribute the contest’s popularity to 
its humor. “It’s a very peculiar kind of mix of high-
brow intellect and lowbrow humor that I think 
many Columbia students enjoy,” Walden said.

And, at least for him, that’s very much the case: 
“At last year’s Kilmer, my stomach had been actu-
ally hurting because I’d been laughing so much,” 
he admitted.

last year’s winner (excerpt)

Edward Rueda, CC ’05
“Balloon Boy by Philip Glass”

Balloon boy’s flying  	
First a rumor 	
Then a picture
Glimpse of sliver
Strange and silver
Slowly turning 	
Is it burning?
There’s a child stuck inside it.
...
First no one could believe it 	
Then no one couldn’t believe it
How could we know 	
That there was not a child stuck in a  
balloon?

first runner-up (excerpt)

Laura Baur-Jaronowski, CC ’06
“Ballad of the Frozen Heart”

...
And I am Cold in this endless Winter
I have watched the Sun rise and set
From my window
In Your window
The orange scintillating Sheen
The sheen
Sheem
Sheets
The orange sheeming sheets

Bad Poetry Contest 
inspires the best of 
students’ worst 
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DARYL SEITCHIK

BY GANIATU AFOLABI

As the newly elected Republicans pre-
pare to enforce their agendas, many people 
continue to wonder exactly why this hap-
pened. Beyond the fact that this election 
follows a trend for midterms, there are a 
number of other factors that need to be ex-
plored. These elections show an incredible 
hyper-partisanship within our government 
and the irrefutable impact that a dollar (or 
many of them) has on campaigns. As college 
students, there is only so much that we can 
do, but before we can effect any change, we 
need to regain the energy of 2008.

The American people are frustrated, 
and understandably so. We are recovering 
from the worst economic crisis since 
the Great Depression, and as the recent 
election results show, these frustrations 
were heard loudest through the ballot 
(or lack thereof ). For the past two weeks, 
the media has been either celebrating or 
lamenting the takeover of the House by 
the Republican Party and predicting the 
profound changes that may occur as a 
result. The frustrations that drove people 
to the voting booths—or kept them at home 
on Election Day—will not be alleviated by 
the shift of power in the House. If anything, 
we must prepare for an epic stalemate 
in any significant legislation, as hyper-
partisanship seems to be progressing into 
the de facto policy-making framework of 
the government. This has the potential to 
challenge youth turnout, as the “what is 
the point?” sentiment may increase.

However, it may equally infuriate progres-
sive youth in a way that will drive not only 
them to the ballots, but their peers as well.

Everyone was quick to discuss the lack 
of youth involvement in these elections, 
obtusely comparing the midterm election 
turnout to that of one of the most historic 
presidential elections our country has seen. 
Just as the Columbia University Democrats 
traveled to Pennsylvania to advocate for 
the Democratic Party, young people across 
the country contributed in similar ways. 
Many campaigns were heavily supported 
by young volunteers—something we saw 
two years ago as part of a trend that does 
not seem to be dissipating. Surprisingly, 
there is at least one aspect of the Tea Party 
movement that Democratic youth should 
adopt, and that is their vocality.

Everyone knew what the Tea Partiers 
wanted, even if they didn’t agree with it. 
Just as youth were able to speak loudly 
about their concerns in the past, they need 
to continue doing so in the future. This 
will require a national unity and organiza-
tion that was not as present during these 
past elections.

Of course, it may be that the primary 
agenda of the Republican Party is not to 
pass legislation that will prove valuable 
to the American people, but rather to 
prevent a second Obama term. Any suc-
cess of the president will be either cast 
in a negative light or prevented from the 
beginning. For while the midterm elec-
tions just passed, everyone’s eyes are on 
the 2012 prize, and Republicans do not 
want to give Democrats any potential to 
gain national support. Obama will face 
the same resistance President Clinton did 
during his first term with the Republican 
majority in Congress. 

It seems like just yesterday that Barack 
Obama became president. It seems like 
just yesterday that Democrats took control 
of Congress. However, it was actually (al-
most) just yesterday that the Republican 
Takeover of 2010 occurred. My point: 
Politics move quickly. Now, more than 
ever, is the time for Democratic youth to 
mobilize, as the 2012 elections will prove 
that every vote really does count. We are 
still a strong party and won’t let this one-
time swing impact our faith in politics. 
Although 2010 may not have been the year 
for Democrats, 2012 is right around the 
corner. We must have hope.

The author is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in political science and African 
studies. She is the Columbia University 
Democrats’ media director, vice president 
of the Black Students Association, and stu-
dent services representative to the Columbia 
College Student Council.

Democrats down but not out

Before we can eΩect any 
change, we need to regain 
the energy of 2008.

The announce-
ment last week 

by Deans Michele 
Moody-Adams and 
Feniosky Peña-Mora 
of a pilot program 
in gender-neutral 
housing for stu-
dents living in 
Wien, East Campus, 
Ruggles, Nussbaum, 
Claremont, and 
Woodbridge next 
year was a long over-
due step in the right direction. 
Sure, the administration may have 
delayed and deflected the process out 
of fear and overreaction to bad press—
meaning that a number of students who 
could have benefited from the program 
this year were left out—but in the 
end, the administration came around, 
stepped up to the plate, and made it 
happen. Well, almost. Look at those 
dorms again: no Carman, no John Jay, 
no Hartley, no Wallach, no Furnald. By 
limiting the gender-neutral housing 
option to upperclassmen, Columbia is 
shirking its responsibility to provide a 
hospitable environment to the students 
who need it most: first-years.

The deans’ decision to limit the 
gender-neutral housing option to up-
perclassmen is understandable, and 
incremental progress is undoubtedly 
better than no progress at all. In an ar-
ticle published earlier this week (“Open 
housing, open university,” November 
14), Avi Edelman, one of the original 
authors of the gender-neutral housing 
policy and one of the strongest voices 
in support of it for the past two years, 
commended both students for making 
their voices heard in support of this 
change and administrators for respond-
ing to a student-led initiative and for 
not letting a delay stop the process 
entirely. And while Edelman is right to 
express gratitude, the positive feeling 
engendered by the deans’ announce-
ment should not make us overlook the 
fact that allowing only upperclassmen 
to choose a gender-neutral housing 
option is illogical in a policy intended 
to make students more comfortable in 
their living arrangements in college.

Successful student housing arrange-
ments require hospitality, from the 
University toward its students and from 
students toward each other. This need 
for hospitality is most acute in first-
year housing, as rooming with a total 
stranger—as most first-years do—is 
a significant challenge to anyone, let 
alone 18-year-olds who have never lived 
away from home. Living with someone 
you have just met sometimes feels like 
navigating a constant guest-host rela-
tionship, and in some ways, the need for 
gender-neutral housing reflects our own 
failures of hospitality as students. If we 
were more accepting, more tolerant, and 
more able to shed our own prejudices 
against living with people of a certain 
gender or sexual orientation, there 
would be no need to change the housing 
system, as each pair of first-years would 

have no problem living with and be-
friending whatever roommate she were 
assigned—as, indeed, many of us do.

At the same time, however, the 
current housing system assumes that 
we are inhospitable, but only in one 
predictable way. It assumes that only 
same-gender roommate pairings will 
make for an acceptable living situ-
ation at Columbia—that roommates 
of opposite genders would inevita-
bly clash, or worse, as the New York 
Post would have it, “live in sin on our 
parents’ dime.” This policy not only 
reflects long-standing cultural biases 
about what is normal in terms of gender 
expression and sexual orientation, but 
also essentially sets preconditions for 
living at Columbia by forcing first-years 
to conform to these norms if they wish 
to study and reside here. In denying 
the gender-neutral housing option to 
first-years (most discussions of the 
program’s next steps only include plans 
of extending it to the other upperclass-
man dorms), Columbia is contradicting 
the open-mindedness that is central to 
its mission, and it is going against fun-
damental standards of hospitality that 
both the University and its students 
should strive to live up to.

Ancient notions of hospitality—such 
as those we find in The Odyssey and 
other texts we read here—were based 
on the proposition that to deny strang-
ers lodging, no matter who they were, 
could be tantamount to condemning 
them to die by starvation, thirst, or 
cold. Modern life may have rendered 
this conception of hospitality obsolete, 
and hopefully, Columbia students need 
not feel like strangers to each other or 
to the school after their first few days 
here. That said, as the debate about 
gender-neutral housing continues, 
we should remember that for the four 
years we spend here, the University 
acts not only as our educator but as 
our host. And we as students and our 
University as a whole can do more to 
move toward the tolerance and inclu-
siveness that is necessary for success-
ful cohabitation.

Sam Klug is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in history. He serves on 

the executive board of the Roosevelt 
Institution. Core Matters runs alternate 

Thursdays. 

Our housing should reflect our 
hospitality

Core 
Matters	

SAM 
KLUG

Ancient notions of 
hospitality were based 
on the proposition that 
to deny strangers lodging 
could condemn them to 
die by starvation, thirst, 
or cold. 

Last week, many 
New Yorkers 

were dismayed to 
hear of the selec-
tion of Cathie Black, 
chairman of Hearst 
Corporation, as the 
next New York City 
schools chancel-
lor. Black, who has 
worked solely in 
publishing, has no 
educational experi-
ence whatsoever. 
Her immediate predecessor—Joel Klein, 
a lawyer—was similarly unqualified. 
The legacy of underachievement and 
cuts Klein leaves in his wake will only 
be exacerbated by a Black chancellor-
ship and must be opposed. In explaining 
his choice, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
was quoted as saying, “She is a super-
star manager who has succeeded in the 
private sector in spectacular fashion, 
and there is no one who knows more 
about the skills our children will need to 
succeed in a 21st-century economy.” And 
what are these skills Ms. Black is so well 
versed in? “Jobs, jobs, jobs.” But what 
does that really mean?

In appointing such a neophyte to this 
important position, the mayor is un-
dermining the goal of preparing New 
York City schoolchildren for work in the 
increasingly competitive and demanding 
global economy. Bloomberg is delusional 
in believing that an outsider chancellor 
can transform a system full of students 
performing below state standards into 
one that creates qualified candidates 
for these jobs of which he speaks. City 
Council member Brad Lander asked 
the essential question: “Are our public 
schools a place to educate well-rounded 
citizens for the New York City of tomor-
row? Or are they the junior academy 
of corporate America, oriented around 
test-taking and the bottom line?”

The New York City schools are not 
test tubes for employee engineering, 
and no student should be a guinea pig 
in the corporatization of schooling to 
the detriment of his education. Many 
elected officials and education advo-
cates have petitioned State Education 
Commissioner David Steiner to deny 
Black the waiver she needs to exempt 
her from statutory requirements that all 
school superintendents have three years 
of teaching experience as well as a grad-
uate degree in school administration. 

As City Council Education Committee 
Chair Robert Jackson put it, “With noth-
ing less than the future of our children 
at stake, the mayor suddenly seems to be 
saying experience is no longer impor-
tant.” Jackson’s statement is right on the 
money. In seeking a waiver, Bloomberg 
should be contending that Black is an 
“exceptionally qualified person” whose 
“exceptional training and experience 
are the substantial equivalent” of teach-
ing certification. Only he isn’t claiming 
that Black has any experiences relevant 
to the care and instruction of the city’s 
children; instead he is touting Black 
for her business chops and relying on 
“a phenomenally competent team of 
education professionals that have been 
built up over the years” to support her. 
However, this team of professionals con-
tinues to shrink—two deputy chancel-
lors have already left the Department of 
Education since Klein’s announcement.

Bloomberg speaks of the DOE as “an 
organization … with 1.1 million cus-
tomers.” But our school system is not a 
corporation, and our kids are not com-
modities. It is this emphasis on business 
over pedagogy that has Klein leaving us 
with a legacy of classroom overcrowd-
ing, waiting lists, and students starved 
of art, music, science—even physical 
education—all in the name of test prep. 
His departure should be taken as an 
opportunity to get back to basics, to re-
invigorate the DOE with proven educa-
tors—not to further damage the depart-
ment and our children with another 
novice from the business world.

We here at Columbia, as the peers 
of this endangered generation, need 
to take a stand. We too have suffered 
under the tenures of the likes of Klein, 
Rhee, and Boasberg, and as concerned 
leaders of tomorrow we must express 
our outrage at the commercialization of 
this and every other school district. The 
appointment of Cathie Black is nothing 
more than a slap in the face to the 1.1 
million students in the public schools 
and their parents. It is also a stark re-
minder of the need for real educational 
change and a real educational leader. 
For far too long our students have failed 
to meet state standards, with low grad-
uation rates and a persistent achieve-
ment gap. A Black chancellorship will 
be a dark day for New York, and not just 
for those in the schools. And so I join 
my voice with those of countless teach-
ers, educators, parents, and concerned 
citizens to tell Michael Bloomberg to 
take back Cathie Black.

Louis Cholden-Brown is a junior in 
the joint General Studies and Jewish 

Theological Seminary program majoring 
in urban studies and Jewish philosophy. 
He is a member of Community Board 7. 
Urban Ink runs alternate Thursdays. 

Let educators run the DOE

Urban 
Ink

LOUIS 
CHOLDEN-
BROWN

Our school system is not a 
corporation and our kids 
are not commodities.
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BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

MAKE WORLD HEADLINES 
Professors, music students—try play-
ing “Nuclear Warrior”, world’s top mu-
sical masterpiece. Call Scott (718) 
328-2248 or email caljamscott@ya-
hoo.com

THESIS INTERVIEWS WANTED 
I am writing my Barnard senior thesis 
on young women and bulimia. Please 
respond to Leah Greer at leg2138@
barnard.edu if you are interested in 
learning more about my thesis or are 
open to having a confidential conver-
sation.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net

 
LOOKING FOR THIRD YEAR law stu-
dent or grad P/T for legal research. 
Contact Rosemarie at 1 (718) 265-
1872 or 1 (347) 598-7798 9 am-5 pm, 
7 days.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

TOGETHER SINCE HIGH SCHOOL 
with loving families nearby. Warm pro-
fessional couple will love and cherish 
your baby. Allowable expenses paid. 
Please call Kim 1 (877) 318-3250.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Spectacular, huge 2 BR, 2 bath, high 
floor in elegant pre-war bldg. $7300. 
Available furnished. (201) 927-5950.
HARLEM, MORNINGSIDE HEIGHTS, 
Washington Heights real estate spe-
cialist. Studio, 1 BR apts available for 
rent. Call Zoom 342-664-3948.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.
PROOFREADING, ESL, EDITING

Do you need proofreading/editing for 
your papers, dissertations or assign-
ments? I specialize in services for non-
natives and individuals with dyslexia. 
Highly qualified with years of experi-
ence. Very reasonable rates. For fur-
ther information: www.advancedproof-
reading.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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morning,” she said. “This noise 
is continuous,” and certain con-
struction lights used at night 
were reflecting into tenants’ win-
dows and disturbing sleep.

Larry English, chair of 
Community Board 9, said the 
biggest concern he’d heard from 
constituents was about rats.

“That was a heavy manufac-
turing area,” English said, refer-
ring to the Manhattanville site. 
“And so obviously there was a 
large rodent population there. 
And so the concern was that 
when Columbia started tear-
ing down the building, that dis-
placed the rodent population,” 
he explained.

English said he was fully ex-
pecting the University to give the 
Community Board an update on 
the rodent issue during its next 
quarterly meeting in December.

“I’m not aware of any other 
complaints that have made it up 
to the board level,” he said.

Columbia University 
Facilities said that the school 
has committed to mitigating the 
effects of construction, and that 
their Clean Construction Action 
Plan includes efforts to reduce 
dust, noise, and odor, and pests 
in the area.

Not everyone was bothered 
by the immediate effects of the 
demolitions and repairs on both 
sides of Broadway. While some 
locals complained about the ef-
fects of Columbia’s demolition, 
many living in the General Grant 
Houses were largely pleased 
with the MTA’s work on the sub-
way overpass.

“I think it’s a good thing that 
they’re improving and they’re 
working on it,” said Mary Taylor, 
who has lived in 75 Broadway for 
40 years. “Anything to make the 
neighborhood better.”

John Adams, another resident, 

mentioned the importance of 
maintaining the condition of 
the bridge. “The system been up 
there near a hundred years,” he 
said. “So anytime you see them 
working on it, you know it’s kind 
of like needed work.”

Martin, who co-chairs the 
Morningside Heights/West 
Harlem Sanitation Coalition, 
said the group had tried to con-
vince the MTA to repaint the 
bridge for years. “We asked for 
that,” she said. “We wanted it to 
be painted so that it could look 
beautiful.”

Arabia Ritchie, who works in 
a Johnson & Johnson office over-
looking the construction site on 
Broadway and 130th Street, said 
that she believed people would 
eventually forget about the short-
term trials.

“For now it’s probably noisy, 
it’s probably disruptive to the 
community, but once everything 
goes up and they see the purpose 
to it, then they will embrace it.”

Martin, however, was not so 
optimistic about the situation. 
“It’s gonna get worse before it 
gets better,” she said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Heavy construction a burden 
for some in West Harlem

EMBRY OWEN / 
SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CROSSINGS  |  Some locals 
have complained about the two 
construction projects in their 
neighborhood.

The few. The proud. The sales team

CONSTRUCTION 
from front page

Join Spectator Sales | sales@columbiaspectator.com

Your backstage pass to the arts.
Join Spectator A&E | arts@columbiaspectator.com
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BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Staff Writer

After conference play this week-
end, Penn clinched part of the Ivy 
League Championship. However, 
Yale remains in contention for a share 
of the title. Should 
Yale beat Harvard on 
Saturday and Penn fall 
to Cornell, the Quakers 
and the Bulldogs will 
split the championship.

penn 34, harvard 14
The Quakers (8-1, 6-0 Ivy) are one 

step closer to winning their 15th Ivy 
League Championship after a victory 
at home against Harvard (6-3, 4-2 Ivy) 
on Saturday.

Both teams were scoreless until 
the second quarter. A Penn punt hit 
a Harvard blocker deep in Crimson 
territory and was recovered by the 
Quakers at the Crimson 9. Senior kick-
er Andrew Samson gave Penn the first 
points of the game with a field goal.           

More Crimson punt problems put 
Penn in great field position in the 
middle of the third quarter, and the 
Quakers were able to finish the drive 
each time and increase their lead to 
17. A 45-yard field goal made the score 
20-0, and soon after that another Penn 
touchdown made a Harvard victory 
look very unlikely.

The Crimson was able to elude the 
shutout by scoring a touchdown with 
11 minutes left in regulation. Harvard 
senior wide receiver Mike Cook 
caught a pass in the end zone to make 

the score 27-7. Both teams scored an-
other touchdown apiece before time 
ran out, but Penn still cruised to win 
the game 34-14.

brown 35, dartmouth 28
The Bears (5-4, 4-2 Ivy) were 

able to come from behind against 
Dartmouth (5-4, 2-4 Ivy) to win 35-
28 on Saturday.

Brown scored first with seven min-
utes left in the first quarter on an 11-
yard touchdown pass to senior tight 
end Alex Prestley. 

The Bears increased their lead 
five minutes later, capitalizing on a 
Dartmouth interception. Freshman 
kicker Alexander Norocea kicked a 
44-yard field goal, his first of two for 
the day, making the score 10-0 to end 
the first quarter.

The Big Green came back strong 
with a touchdown by Ivy League rush-
ing leader Nick Schwieger to make the 
score 10-7, but soon found itself in the 
same 10-point deficit after conceding 
a short Bears touchdown pass in the 
last two minutes of the half.

Brown started out the second half 
leading 17-7, but suddenly found itself 
trailing after two Dartmouth touch-
downs: another run in by Schwieger 
and a long reception by senior wide 
receiver Tanner Scott.

Brown trailed 28-17 with three 
minutes left to go in the third quarter, 
but eventually came back to even the 
game at 28 with a field goal, a touch-
down, and a two-point conversion.

With 1:22 left to play, sophomore 
running back Mark Kachmer forced 

Penn clinches share of Ivy League championship RK (LW) TEAM

1
(1) 8-1
6-0 ivy

Coming off a dominating win 
over Harvard, Penn is looking to 
capture its second straight Ivy 
League title. 

2
(5) 5-4
4-2 ivy

Senior QB Joe Springer earned 
Ivy League Offensive Player of 
the Week honors, leading a late 
comeback against Dartmouth. 

3
(3) 6-3
4-2 ivy

The Crimson managed to rack 
up over 400 yards of offense 
against the league’s top defense, 
but it wasn’t enough. 

4
(2) 7-2
5-1 ivy

After narrowly avoiding an em-
barrassing loss to Princeton, the 
Bulldogs will try to regroup on 
national television vs. Harvard. 

5
(4) 5-4
2-4 ivy

Darmouth will go up against 
Princeton this weekend, look-
ing for its first winning season 
in 13 years. 

6
(5) 4-5
2-4 ivy

The Lions struggled against the 
league’s worst offense, and it 
won’t get easier this weekend 
at Brown. 

7
(7) 2-7
1-5 ivy

Cornell’s only conference win 
was over Princeton, but it will 
look to face the top team in the 
league this weekend. 

8
(8) 1-8
0-6 ivy

The Tigers have yet to win a 
conference game and only have 
one more opportunity to do so 
this season. 

pennsylvania
QUAKERS

brown 
BEARS

harvard
CRIMSON

dartmouth
BIG GREEN

cornell
BIG RED

yale
BULLDOGS

columbia
LIONS

princeton
TIGERS

because everyone competing and train-
ing for London 2012 was present. It 
was also wonderful to be on a World 
Championship team with so many 
past and present Columbians. Nzingha 
[Prescod] and I have been on the team 
together for four years and I’m very close 
to Kurt [Getz] and Daria [Schneider], so 
I’m glad we can still all be together.”

Ross has close ties to Paris. Her 
grandfather is from the city and she 
spent the first semester of her junior 
year studying abroad there. She was 
impressed by the passionate Parisians.

“It meant more to me because it was 
Paris,” Ross said. “I felt completely at 
home in the city, and it was incredible 
to be at the Grand Palais. Just the fact 
that the Parisians cared so much made 
it really special. It’s not something we 
see here in the U.S.”

Even though the team has only just 
returned from across the pond, there is 
no hint of a break and the next competi-
tions are already on the fencers’ minds. 

“I’m preparing for the North 
American Cup in January, which is im-
portant for qualifying for next year’s 
World Championships,” Ross said.

Schneider added, “We’ve got the 
World Cups that all start in February 
and the Olympic qualifiers in May, 
which are all very important.”

Unfortunately for the Lions, af-
ter this semester Ross is taking an 
18-month leave of absence from her 
studies to train for the upcoming 
Olympics, but she has faith in her 
teammates.

“Our team here is very strong this 
year and we’re still getting to know 
each other,” she said. “I’m sad I won’t 
be able to fence with them, but I’m 
very excited for them this season. 
Hopefully, I’ll come back and finish 
my studies in 2012.”

Her teammates will begin their 
competitive season with the North 
American Cup in Dallas, Tex., from 
Jan. 14 to 17, 2011.

Worlds serve 
as practice for 
Olympics

a layup, but Starks drove and kicked to 
freshman guard Steve Frankoski for an-
other three. Kennedy then scored again, 
and drew a foul. After he converted the 
three-point play, Asenso Ampim scored 
a bucket, followed by another Starks 
three—his fifth of the half—to give the 
Lions a 37-33 lead.

“Tremendous,” Smith said of Stark’s 
performance. “I thought the La Salle 
game helped us a lot because Dyami 
wasn’t ready, and you could tell.”

Having held St. John’s to 38 percent 
shooting, Columbia entered the break 
with a 39-35 lead, and when the buzzer 
sounded, the home team rushed off the 
court in front of a stunned crowd.

It seemed for an instant that the 
three-pointers would just continue 
to fall, as Frankoski responded to 
a Dwayne Polee triple with one of 
his own to open the half. However, 
Columbia would muster just one more 
the rest of the game, and the team suf-
fered for it.

The game stayed even for the first 
seven minutes of the second half, but 
a three-pointer from Malik Boothe 
opened the floodgates.

The Red Storm went on a 16-4 run 
to take a commanding 68-55 lead with 
7:12 to play. Though the Lions would 
play the Red Storm even the rest of 
the way, they never got closer than 
eight again.

“We just didn’t come out in the half 
ready to win, and you can’t do that,” 
Agho said. “We gave them that 8-10 
point stretch and then played even the 
rest of the half. You can’t win like that.”

Smith cited defensive mismatches 
as one of the primary reasons for the 
late-game letdown.

“We couldn’t get a stop,” he said. “It 
was tough because we had to keep a 
lineup out there with shooters because 
they were playing zone. It wasn’t our 
best defensive lineup and they were 
smart and took advantage.”

Still, for a team that is relying on 
a bevy of underclassmen and oft-
injured upperclassmen, Smith and his 
players were adamant that playing a 
Big East opponent so closely left them 
encouraged.

“We’re still learning how to close 
out games and win games,” Agho said. 
“But I think there are a lot of positives 
to look at. We can play with anyone on 
our schedule and win against anyone 
on our schedule.”

The Light Blue’s next test comes 
this Saturday at Longwood, a team it 
beat 72-61 last year.

the only undefeated team in I-AA, and 
wasn’t allowed a spot in the tourna-
ment. Think you’re angry about your 
undefeated football teams, Boise State 
fans? Imagine if they weren’t even 
allowed a chance to participate in the 
BCS title game.

Penn also finished undefeated in 
2003, and coach Al Bagnoli wasn’t 
very happy about the system then.

“It’s not a very logical decision by 
anybody,” he said in an article in the 
Daily Pennsylvanian on Sept. 18, 2003. 
“When your school has 33 sports and 
32 of them can compete, there isn’t 
much you can do logically to explain 
your decision if you’re in a position to 
make that decision.”

The eight Ivy League presidents 
still stuck to their guns. In 2006, 
Princeton president Shirley Tilghman 
said, “If the focus of competition 
became post-season play, we would 

inevitably lose some of that great 
tradition.”

Surely you can’t be serious, Shirley. 
Participating in postseason play hasn’t 
diminished UT vs. OU or Ohio State 
vs. Michigan in the slightest. And let’s 
face it, what “tradition” are we even 
afraid of ruining? Sparsely attended 
football games full of turnovers and 
missed extra points?

Penn football doesn’t follow that 
trend. The Quakers have won 16 of 
their last 17 games overall and 19 of 
the last 21 against Ivy opponents. The 
Quakers currently have the second-
best rush defense in the FCS and the 
fourth-best kickoff return team. On 
offense, only one team has allowed 
fewer sacks than the Penn offen-
sive line, and the Quakers have the 
sixth-best rush offense in the nation. 
However, none of that matters.

If the athletic department wants to 
salvage some of the millions it loses 
on football each season, it should 

allow teams to enter into the poten-
tially lucrative postseason that would 
not only give national TV rights to the 
league, but increase attendance for 
every (much more) meaningful game 
that season.

Personally, if I knew Columbia 
basketball didn’t have the opportu-
nity to play in the NCAA tournament 
each March, I wouldn’t care about 
the hoops season at all. Does this 
make me a horrible sports fan? No, I 
think it makes me a rational one. Why 
should I care about a team if there’s 
no chance for it to win anything more 
than a conference championship?

Current USC football fans know 
exactly what I’m talking about. 

Nobody can name a single Colonial 
Athletic Association league champion 
off the top of their heads, but everyone 
knows about George Mason’s stunning 
run to the Final Four in 2006.

The greatest opportunity as a 
sports fan is rooting for a heavy 

underdog to overcome the odds and 
beat a powerhouse team. The Rangers 
proved that for me in the ALCS 
this year. While beating Harvard or 
Penn in basketball might seem like 
a big deal, imagine going up against 
Kentucky in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament.

I realize that because Light Blue 
football is in the FCS, we’d never play 
Alabama in a bowl game, but there’s 
something to be said about being a 
national champion, even if it’s against 
teams like Appalachian State and 
Delaware.

Penn will lose 32 of its seniors after 
this season. Those 32 players have lost 
a total of six Ivy League games in their 
college careers. Don’t they deserve to 
go out better than dropping 60 points 
on Cornell?

Jim Pagels is a Columbia
College sophomore.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Ivy League allows postseason play in every sport except football

Three-point 
shooting cools 
in second half

FENCING from back page

PAGELS from back page

BASKETBALL from back page

BY NOOR BRARA
Columbia Daily Spectator 

“It’s not a label, it’s a lifestyle.” This 
tagline is also the mantra of Bricks 
Entertainment, a Columbia student-

run record label founded 
by Jonathan Ricketts and 
Brian Alexander Watson, 
both SEAS ’12. Along 
with financial manager 

Chikezie Ohayia, SEAS ’12, the co-
founders firmly believe that their go at 
music production is just as much about 
the students they are catering to as it is 
about the music itself.

Ever since their first year, Ricketts 
and Watson have been active mem-
bers of Columbia’s music scene, right 
from the comfort of their own dorms. 
“I didn’t live on John Jay 10, but Brian 
did, and on that floor there were a lot of 
artists,” Ricketts said. The duo was good 
friends with Evan Johnson, CC ’12, who 
led the group The Capitol. 

“We wanted to do something togeth-
er,” Ricketts said. “Our idea for group 
collaboration was to bring everyone to-
gether, to fuse different types of music 
and promote its diversity on campus.”

Bricks Entertainment recently re-
leased its first single, “Boo Lovin’,” 
featuring Columbia musicians Melesa 
Johnson, CC ’11, Uzunma Udeh, CC ’12, 
Jasmine Sudarkasa, CC ’13, and Ricketts 
himself. Almost immediately after the 
song appeared online, its download rate 
skyrocketed as students began telling 
their friends about it.

 “Overnight, within a 10-hour pe-
riod, we had over 200 downloads,” 
Ricketts said. “Now we have about 1300 
downloads and over 100 likes on our 
Facebook page.”

Despite their recent success with 
the popular single, Watson was quick 
to point out that the inspiration behind 
the label had simply come from a close 
group of friends who wanted to share 
their love of music with one another. “It 
started out just for fun. It was our core 
group of friends,” he said.  

In addition to their love for music, the 
core members of Bricks Entertainment 
have something else in common: they 
are all engineers. “I think that’s what 

makes our group so unique. I mean, you 
wouldn’t expect engineers to do this,” 
Ricketts said. “Of course there are a 
couple engineers who play music, but 
you wouldn’t expect them to actually 
make a group, make some cool sweat-
shirts, and actually put out a song that 
everyone seems to enjoy.”

While the close friendship between 
Ricketts and Watson seems to make for 
a fun, playful partnership, careful plan-
ning is still necessary, because Bricks 
Entertainment is a business, above all 
else. Every step has been “very calculat-
ed,” Watson noted. Though they stress 
the idea of equal collaboration between 

all members, each person specializes in 
a specific area of the business.

The Bricks Entertainment crew is 
already working on their next project. 
“Our next move is a follow-up single. 
… I don’t want to give too much away,” 
Ricketts said. “The idea is to create 
a mixtape, which will compile [work 
from] a couple groups on campus—
a collection of new artists so that 
people can know what kind of talent 
Columbia has.” 

They also want to try to expand their 
act to promote other forms of creative 
expression on tape. “We’re open to new 
ideas. … Maybe a spoken word section, 

for which we could have an open mic 
night. I mean, if they ask us to perform 
at Bacchanal, we’re down to do that,” 
Ricketts said, laughing.

Ultimately, the most important thing 
for Bricks Entertainment seems to be 
the connection between music and the 
student body. “It really gives us a way to 
express ourselves and connect to people 
on campus,” Watson said. “Whether or 
not people realize it, music is such an 
important part of our daily lives—of ev-
eryone’s lives—and we want to build up 
on that as much as we can. That’s kind 
of the story behind the name: We keep 
adding as we go along.”

Student co-founders lay foundation with record label Bricks Entertainment  

ROSE DONLON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SMOOTH JAMS  |  Jonathan Ricketts, left, and Chikezie Ohayia, right, are the core members of Bricks Entertainment.

MUSIC

around 
the 

league

his way through the Dartmouth de-
fense to the end zone, giving Brown a 
35-28 lead and earning a come-from-
behind win.

yale 14, princeton 13
After Saturday’s Ivy League match-

ups, the Yale Bulldogs (7-2, 5-1 Ivy) are 
one of two teams still in contention 
for the league title after a one-point 
victory over the Princeton Tigers (1-
8, 0-6 Ivy).

Yale jumped ahead first, scoring 
in the 10th minute with a touchdown 
from a 57-yard fumble return by ju-
nior defensive back Geoff Dunham. 
Sophomore kicker Philippe Panico 
followed with the extra point, mak-
ing the score 7-0.

Princeton was not the only team 
to suffer from fumbles, however. 
The Tigers picked up a Yale fumble 
at the Bulldog 23 with eight minutes 
left in the second quarter and ended 
their drive with a field goal by kicker 
Patrick Jacob to make the score 7-3.

Later in the second quarter, league-
leading wide receiver Trey Peacock 
caught his sixth touchdown pass of 
the season to put Princeton ahead. 
Yale responded in only four plays, 
driving down the field during its next 
possession and scoring from a 16-yard 
touchdown pass to senior wide re-
ceiver Jordan Forney. With the extra 
point, the score at the end of the first 
half was 14-10.

Princeton was able to cut Yale’s 
lead to one with a field goal in the 
third quarter, but the Bulldogs held 
on to prevail 14-13.  
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It’s an is-
sue that 

has been 
argued back 
and forth 
for decades 
in the Ivy 
League, the 
Roe v Wade, 
end-all 
debate of 
the Ancient 
Eight—foot-
ball playoffs.

I realize that I’m biased. 
I cover sports for the Ivy 
League. I want more foot-
ball games like Charlie Sheen 
wants more cocaine. But the 
fans set aside, Penn deserves 
to play in the FCS tournament 
this season.

The Quakers have 31 varsity 
men’s and women’s athletic 
teams, 30 of which participate 
in postseason play. The Ivy 
League’s No. 1 football team is 
the only one that can’t advance 
beyond the realm of the Ivy 
League.

Ever since its formation 
in 1954, the Ivy League has 
staunchly held to a strict rule 
that bars football teams from 
competing in the postseason 
tournament.

There are many arguments 
why Penn can’t participate in 
the postseason, but the main 
one is that the tournament 
conflicts with final exams. I 
don’t see this being an issue 
for any other school in the na-
tion. I realize the Ivy League is 
no SEC, but Stanford—which 
Columbia recently hopped in 
the U.S. News rankings, in case 
you haven’t heard—is currently 
looking to compete in one of 
the BCS bowl games this win-
ter, and I don’t think anyone in 
Palo Alto is complaining that 
they might miss their quantum 
mechanics final. It’s ironic that 
the Ancient Eight are so para-
noid about missing exams, but 
they’re okay with letting their 
football teams skip out on their 
biggest test of the year.

This year, the first round of 
the FCS tournament starts on 
Dec. 4, but Penn finals don’t 
start until Dec. 14. The Quakers 
would have to make the semi-
finals before their games would 
interfere with exams. Other 
tournaments, such as volley-
ball, interfere with finals, yet 
there isn’t a ban there.

It hasn’t always been 
this way. Back in the days of 
leather helmets, Princeton 
won 24 national champion-
ships and Yale won 19. Even 
our beloved Columbia Lions 
beat Stanford in the Rose Bowl 
in 1934 for their lone pigskin 
championship.

But with the formation of 
the Ivy League and its indiffer-
ence toward being expunged 
from division 1-A in 1981, the 
league has been stuck in regu-
lar season limbo.

New Ivy League direc-
tor Robin Harris has gone 
on record as saying her goals 
include raising the profile of 
Ivy sports and landing national 
television contracts.

Umm… isn’t the best way 
to accomplish these goals al-
lowing your teams to play in 
the FCS tournament—an event 
that is nationally broadcast on 
ESPN every year?

Fans have been asking this 
question for decades. Yale 
was a regular in the AP Top 
25 in the early eighties, but 
never had a chance to go any 
further than that. In 2004, 
Crimson fans were especially 
outraged when Harvard was 

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Staff Writer

Apart from the Olympics, it 
does not get any bigger than the 
World Fencing Championships. 
An annual event that brings to-
gether the best fencers in the 
world, this year’s edition had an 
added sense of grandeur due to 
its location: Les Grand Palais 
(The Grand Palace) in Paris, 
France. Five Columbia Lions, 
past and present, were among 
those competing, and they did 
themselves and their country 
proud at the event, which ran 
from Nov. 4 to 13.

James Williams, CC ’07, and 
Kurt Getz, CC ’10, were among 
the male athletes, and finished 
48th in men’s sabre and 22nd 
in men’s foil, respectively. 
Williams also fenced for the 
U.S. Men’s Sabre Team, which 
finished 13th.

Nicole Ross, CC ’11, and 
Nzingha Prescod, CC ’14, fenced 
in the women’s foil event and fin-
ished 28th and 32nd, respective-
ly, while Daria Schneider, CC ’10, 
competed in the women’s sabre 
category and finished 44th.

Schneider, who is now the 
assistant coach of Columbia’s 
fencing program, also com-
peted at the 2009 World 
Championships in Antalya, 
Turkey, where she finished 
15th. She was named to the 
All-American First Team twice 
while she was an undergradu-
ate, and she was ranked 13th in 
the world for women’s sabre 
earlier this year.

Schneider believes that the 
Parisian experience had an edge 
over the Turkish competition. 

 “In terms of the competi-
tion itself, Antalya was very 
beautiful,” she said. “But there 
were fewer spectators since it 
wasn’t the main tourist season. 
Paris was more exciting and 
more intense—there were 5,000 
seats and they were more or less 
sold out every day. The French 
were very passionate and they 
were screaming and shouting, 
which was quite intimidating. 

You really felt like a pro athlete 
in that situation.”

Schneider reserved praise 
for the artistic allure and gran-
deur that Paris provides its 
visitors.

“The Grand Palais was un-
believable. You drive by all the 
tourist attractions to get there, 
which makes you realize how 
special the venue is. They had 
a Monet exhibition going on in 
the palace in the room right by 
where we fenced, which was 
sold out as well. It allowed us 
to experience the French view 
and consider fencing as an art.”

Schneider also fenced for 
the U.S. Women’s Sabre Team, 
which narrowly missed out on 
a bronze medal and finished 
fourth. Mariel Zagunis, who 
won the gold medal for wom-
en’s sabre at both the 2004 and 
2008 Olympics, acted as the 
team’s anchor and picked up an 
injury, which Schneider felt was 
a huge blow to the team.

“We weren’t used to fencing 
without Mariel and we fell a lit-
tle behind early on. We fought 
back but couldn’t close it, but it 
was an unbelievable and excit-
ing match,” she said.

The magnitude of the event 
was captured for overseas 
viewers. 

“Eurosport broadcast the 
match on international tele-
vision and there was a live 
feed behind the French team,” 
Schneider said. “It was both 
exciting and nervous to see 
enormous HD versions of us 
fencing!”

For Ross, a current senior in 
the college, it was her fourth 
team World Championships, 
but her first senior World 
Championships competing as 
an individual.

“The entire experience was 
completely different to make 
a senior Worlds,” she said. “It 
was definitely special for me 
because the entire world’s best 
at that level were there. There 
was a very competitive feeling 
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EN GARDE  |  Senior foil fencer Nicole Ross is training to compete in the 2012 Olympic Games.

Five Lions fence 
in Paris at Worlds
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Why should I care 
about a team if 
there’s no chance 
for it to win 
anything more 
than a conference 
championship?

BY LUCAS SHAW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For one half of the game it 
looked as if the men’s basket-
ball team would spoil Steve 
Lavin’s home opener at St. 
John’s, but the Red Storm 
surged ahead midway through 
the second period and never 
looked back en route to a 79-
66 victory.

While the score might sug-
gest a comfortable win for the 
new St. John’s coach, his team 
trailed at the half and didn’t put 

the game out of reach for the 
Lions until the final 10 minutes.

“I thought it was a pretty 
competitive game for about 
30 minutes,” Lions’ coach Kyle 
Smith said. “We played well in 
spurts. They’re a good team 
with senior experience and 
good talent. They played smart 
down the stretch and didn’t let 
us get back into it.”

Lavin’s undersized but 

athletic frontcourt propelled a 
balanced attack that saw four 
players reach double figures, led 
by senior forward D.J. Kennedy 
with 18 points. Though both 
sides combined for 39 offensive 
rebounds, it was the Red Storm 
that capitalized on its opportu-
nities, outscoring the Light Blue 
34-12 in the paint.

“They were a little long and 
quick inside,” Smith said. “If we 
could’ve finished around the 
bucket it would’ve been a dif-
ferent game. We shot a terrible 
percentage from two.”

Despite struggling inside, 
the Lions found success on the 
perimeter, taking advantage of 
the St. John’s 2-3 zone to con-
vert 10 three-pointers. Their 
strong outside shooting proved 
crucial in digging them out of 
an early hole in what was a see-
saw first half.

The Red Storm struck the 
initial blow, surging to a 21-9 
lead at the 11-minute mark. That 
was when the Lions’ three-
point barrage began, keyed by 
freshman Dyami Starks. Starks 
hit a three to start a 17-5 run that 

tied the game at 26 with 6:10 left 
in the period.

“We were just sharing the 
ball really well and making the 
extra pass,” point guard Brian 
Barbour said.

Throughout the rest of the 
half, St. John’s tried to right the 
ship, but Columbia, and Starks 
in particular, had an answer for 
everything. After Kennedy put 
his team back up 28-26, Starks 
answered with a corner trey. 
Kennedy took the lead back with 
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SHARPSHOOTER  |  Freshman guard Dyami Starks, who contributed 15 total points, sank five three-pointers during the first half of last night’s 79-66 loss at St. John’s.
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Men’s basketball takes halftime lead, but lets it slip away at St. John’s
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