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Given the vast array of coffee 
stops on campus, finding the 
perfect cup of joe with a big 
taste but a small cost isn’t so 
hard to come by when stu-
dents know where to look.

Coffee addicts get 
their fix on campus

A&E, page 3

Derek Turner urges bipar-
tisan efforts to stop parting 
the political seas.

We’re all in this 
together

Opinion, page 4

The Light Blue will look 
to begin the 2009-2010 
season with a victory when 
it takes on DePaul tonight. 
Tune into SNY to watch the 
game live. 

Men’s basketball opens 
season in Chicago

Sports, page 6

News around the clock
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Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

Columbia professor charged with 
assault, harassment

A week after Columbia associate 
professor Lionel McIntyre punched 
School of the Arts production manager 
Camille Davis at a local bar, it remains 
unclear how restaurant managers and 
the University are responding.  

According to police reports, 
McIntyre—a 59-year-old associate pro-
fessor in the urban design program at 
the Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning, and Preservation—assaulted 
Davis on Friday, Nov. 6 at Toast on 
125th Street. The police were not 
called, and Davis did not report the 
assault until Monday Nov. 9 at Harlem’s 
26th Precinct.  

McIntyre was arrested on charges 
of assault and harassment. According 
to a spokesperson for the New York 
district attorney’s office, he has since 
been released without bail. The case 
is still pending, and his court date is 
scheduled for Jan. 11, 2010.  

The DA spokesperson confirmed 
that McIntyre was charged with third-
degree assault and second-degree ha-
rassment, adding, “According to an 
eyewitness, the victim was punched 
with the defendant’s closed hand, caus-
ing bruising and redness and swelling 

in the right eye.” The DA report says 
that based on testimonies, Davis ex-
perienced “substantial pain.”  

According to Lex Dunbar, a bar 
manager at the 125th Street Toast, the 
bar is currently following up on the in-
cident. He declined to comment on any 
specifics, but said, “We’re dealing with 
it professionally, legally, and psycho-
logically.” Dunbar and other employees 
all declined to comment further, and 
the owner and general manager of the 
Toast chain—which has another loca-
tion on 104th Street—did not respond 
to comment.  

Daniel Morgan, a regular at the 
bar who said he knew both the of-
fender and victim, said that he was 
not pleased with this response. “This 
is a typical cover up,” he said. “They 
just want the whole thing to go away. 
It’s too big.” 

Robert Hornsby, director of me-
dia relations for Columbia University, 
declined to comment on the investi-
gation or the status of McIntyre’s job. 
McIntyre could not be reached for 
comment. Camille Davis declined to 
comment.

—Sarah Darville and Sam Levin

By Ray Katz
Columbia Daily Spectator

Eggs are for sale, and they’re a precious 
commodity.

For women, this is a question of “bless-
ing or business,” as the title of an egg dona-
tion panel at Barnard Hall asked Monday 
night of this controversial—and, in many 
cases, emotional—issue.

As Barnard President Debora Spar not-
ed, the term “donation” is somewhat of a 
misnomer. “You can call it a donation, but 
there’s not a lot of donations I know of for 
which you receive $15,000,” she said.

Moderator and organizer Aditi Shankar, 
BC ’11, defined egg donation as “the pro-
cess through which a woman provides one 
to several of her oocytes for the purpose of 
assisted reproduction or research.”

According to Shankar, egg donation 
has rendered about 47,000 births to date 
and produces $38 million dollars per year. 
Donors typically receive anywhere from 
$4,000 to $25,000 per egg. The price for the 
eggs of donors who give through an agen-
cy, which selectively chooses the women 
whose eggs it offers to recipients, tends to 
be on the higher end of this spectrum. 

Eggs donated for vitro fertilization were 
at the forefront of discussion for the mostly 
female crowd. These eggs hold the prom-
ise of birth and motherhood for single or 
infertile women, single men, and homo-
sexual couples.

In addition, the panel addressed dona-
tion through an agency rather than directly 
through a medical center; the health and 
psychological issues involved in the egg do-
nation process for the donor, the recipient, 
and the child; and the political issues sur-
rounding potential government regulation 
of the fertility market. 

Panelists included Spar—author of 
“The Baby Business: How Money, Science, 
and Politics Drive the Commerce of 
Conception”—and civil rights attorney 
Kathryn Kolbert, director of the Athena 
Center for Leadership Development as 
well as cofounder and former vice-presi-
dent of the Center for Reproductive Law 
and Policy. In 1992, Kolbert testified on a 
woman’s legal right to reproductive choice 
before the Supreme Court in Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey. 

Another panelist, Rachel Danis, BC 
’10, is a psychology major who hopes to 
go to medical school. She interned at the 
Center for Reproductive Medicine and 
Infertility at Weill Cornell Medical College 
this past summer, observing the process 

SEE Egg donation, page 2

International relations forum 
addresses U.S. policy in Middle East

By Alix Pianin
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Martin Kramer may not know how to 
fix the Middle East, but he knows how 
not to do it.

At Monday night’s Columbia University 
International Relations Forum, Kramer, 
the president of Shalem College in Israel, 
and Jack Snyder, Robert and Renée Belfer 
Professor of International Relations in the 
Columbia political science department, 
talked about United States foreign policy 
and the Middle East. The professors of-
fered counterpoints to their theories of 
American power in a panel called “How 
Not to Fix the Middle East.”

Rajiv Lalla, CC ’10 and director of 
programming, said that CUIRF had been 
looking for a dialogue between two schol-
ars who could present alternative views 
about current U.S. foreign policy with re-
gards to the Middle East. While Snyder’s 
area of expertise includes, among other 
things, U.S. military engagement in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and Kramer has studied 
Israel and Palestine for decades, the two 
could still go head-to-head in a discus-
sion of American policy in a post-Bush 
America. Snyder and Kramer, Lalla said, 
seemed perfect for a back-and-forth on 

the modern balance of power.
While Kramer feels that America’s 

power is shrinking at a crucial time—
evidenced, he said, by President Barack 
Obama’s recent statements asserting that 
no nation should be elevated over another 
in the world order—Snyder asserted that 
the use of force in certain nations had the 
potential to backfire on the U.S., especial-
ly as increased civilian deaths may spur 
animosity in people who could otherwise 
have been allies.

To Kramer, it seems that the lat-
est problems with U.S. engagement in 
Middle Eastern countries have been 
met with less interest than post-Sept. 11 
invasions, which seemed to galvanize 
Americans. The current military and 
policymaking abroad appeared to him 
to be extremely remote from college cam-
puses—especially as the connection with 
Sept. 11 becomes more distant, he said in 
an interview after the event. 

Vice President of CUIRF Cate Barrett, 
CC ’12, said that she was glad to see 
that Kramer steered away from discuss-
ing Columbia politics, of which he has 
been a vocal critic in the past. Kramer 
spoke out against Columbia’s tenure of 

Columbia Right to Life hosts speaker on abortion
By Andrea Folds

Columbia Daily Spectator

Abortion trends were compared to the 
Holocaust at an event hosted by Columbia 
Right to Life on Monday night.

Stephanie Gray, cofounder and ex-
ecutive director of the Canadian Centre 
for Bio-Ethical Reform, made this anal-
ogy in Altschul Auditorium as the guest 
speaker for the talk titled “‘Echoes of 
the Holocaust’: Reflection on Abortion 
within Contemporary Society.” She began 
with a brief overview of the history of 
abortion and continued forward in time 
to the present status of the issue in health 
care, religion, and culture.

“What these injustices in history 
teach us is that wherever human life is 
valued not for being human but for that 
human being’s function or appearances-
in those situations, the vulnerable and 
weak will be attacked and harmed by 
the powerful and influential,” said Gray, 
who has traveled around North America 
and the United Kingdom giving anti-
abortion lectures and arguing against 
pro-choice legislation.

To support her belief that embryos are 
human beings and that preventing their 
development is murder, Gray showed an 
animation of embryonic development 
followed by a more graphic film display-
ing an abortion operation. The first ex-
plained the physiological makeup of a 
six-week old fetus. The second showed 
real fetuses after they were aborted and 
removed in clinics.

Her detailed, step-by-step narrative—
beginning with abortion and arriving at 
the Holocaust—carried with it several 
themes. These included dehumanizing 
rhetoric, judging the value of life based 

on form or function rather than on exis-
tence, the involvement of physicians, the 
systematic nature of killings, and massive 
loss of life, according to Gray.

“Some people say the Holocaust 
shouldn’t be compared, but if we don’t 
remember the philosophy it will be im-
possible to stop it from happening again 
in the future and rearing its ugly head,” 
Gray said in preemptive defense of her 
analogy. 

Gray covered a range of abortion-
related issues within her Holocaust 
analogy, including stem cell research, 
which Gray compared to the genetic 
experiments performed by Nazi doctors 
on prisoners in concentration camps. 
Gray maintained that while stem cell 
research has many potential benefits, 

SEE right to life, page 2

Benefits and costs of 
donation discussed

Barnard 
panel reflects 

on egg
donation

“We see the anthropolo-
gist struggling for him-
self, thinking of himself 
as a self in the midst of 
selves.”

EVENTS

Sachs, live and in person

“The Celluloid Closet,” a 
documentary about the his-
tory of LGBT people in film, 
explores America’s under-
standing of gender and sexu-
ality through a century of 
cinema. A discussion hosted 
by professor and producer 
James Schamus will follow.

Roone Arledge Cinema, 
7-9:30 p.m.

Queer Hollywood

QUOTE OF THE DAY

The man, the legend, the 
head of Columbia’s Earth 
Institute, Jeffrey Sachs 
will discuss “Choices for 
America’s Economic Future.” 
Registration is required.

Roone Arledge Auditorium, 
4-6 p.m.

—Associate professor 
of anthropology Neni 

Panourgiá

Lila Neiswanger / Senior staff photographer

Phoebe Lytle for Spectator
Embryo enigma  |  Pro-life activist Stephanie Gray addressed students in 
Altschul on Monday night, comparing abortion trends to the Holocaust.

By Emily Kwong
Columbia Daily Spectator

As a graduate student of anthropol-
ogy at Columbia in the 1970s, Scott 
Atran was responsible for organizing 
a meeting of the minds at 
the Abbaye de Royaumont 
in France. Social theorist 
Claude Lévi-Strauss was 
on the guest list. 

Decades later, Atran re-
called how he was struck 
by the way Lévi-Strauss 
turned his personal 
warmth on and off like a 
light switch. The distin-
guished anthropologist’s 
recent passing now con-
jures up such memories, 
which mark his unique 

contributions to Columbia’s anthro-
pology department.

Lévi-Strauss died at the end of 
October in Paris at the age of 100. His 
development of anthropological “struc-
turalism,” one of the most ground-

breaking social theories of 
the 20th century, sought to 
demonstrate how all human 
activity is informed by uni-
versal patterns of thought. 
Lévi-Strauss’s work direct-
ly challenged conventional 
Western understandings of 
civilization.

Anthropology profes-
sor Rosalind Morris traces 
the prominence of struc-
turalism to its unifying 

Columbia 
anthro dept. 
remembers 

Claude 
Lévi-Strauss Claude 

lÉvi-strauss

Courtesy of UNESCO

SEE MIddle East, page 2

SEE lÉvi-strauss, page 2
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Alyssa Rapp / Staff photographer
Fertility market  |  At an event Monday night, Barnard President Debora Spar noted that egg donations are 
not simply charitable gifts—they come with a sizeable reimbursement. But there are other kinds of costs.

of egg donation first hand. She 
remarked on the donor re-
cruitment advertisements seen 
around campus, many of which 
target Ivy League students who 
would donate the trait of intel-
ligence, a commodity in the 

fertility market. These ads can 
draw in students who pay high 
tuition and may find egg do-
nation a compelling source of 
income. “What is absent from 
these ads are the health risks 
and psychological effects,” 
Danis said.

“These are the same issues 
that surround abortion and 

childbearing decisions,” said 
Kolbert, who spoke exten-
sively of the political, ethical, 
and legal challenges facing 
the fertility market. “They are 
especially relevant to young 
people, and they raise fascinat-
ing questions that are worth 
exploration.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
capabilities. Lévi-Strauss’s re-
search “attempted to dispel the 
idea that there were fundamen-
tal or categorical differences in 
the mode of thought among 
those defined as ‘primitive’… 
and those defined as ‘civilized,’” 
according to Morris.

An exhaustive, global-mind-
ed thinker, Lévi-Strauss stud-
ied tribal cultures in a manner 
unlike any anthropologist be-
fore him. He spent much of the 
1930s living among indigenous 
peoples in North and South 
America where he sought to 
unearth the intricate logic of 
tradition—especially tribal 
mythology, systems of kinship, 
ritual masks, and tribal art and 
music.

Vincent Debaene, an assis-
tant professor in the depart-
ment of French and romance 
philology, served as an editor 
for the Lévi-Strauss edition of 
the “Bibliothèque de la Pléiade,” 
a 2000-page volume containing 
seven of Levi-Strauss’s greatest 
works. The four-year project 
gave Debaene and his fellow 
editors access to the anthro-
pologist’s personal archives, 
a unique opportunity he de-
scribed as both exciting and 
moving. Lévi-Strauss’s notes 
were replete with drawings, dia-
grams, and scores of Brazilian 
Indian music, transcribed 
painstakingly by ear. 

“Lévi-Strauss had never 

shown his field notes to any-
one,” Debaene explained. “We 
were going to his place, read-
ing his field notes, archives, and 
correspondence, and talking to 
him about his own ideas.”

Atran, now a professor at the 
University of Michigan, orga-
nized the veritable pantheon of 
intellectuals in France in 1974. 
After securing the attendance 
of linguist Noam Chomsky, 
psychologist Jean Piaget, and 
biologist Jacques Monod, Atran 
was encouraged by his academic 
advisor, celebrated anthropolo-
gist Margaret Mead, BC ’23 and 
GSAS ’29, to personally invite 
Lévi-Strauss to join. Despite an 
initially cold reception, Atran 
recounted that there was “an in-
stant change” in Lévi-Strauss’s 
demeanor upon Atran’s men-
tion of Mead, and he agreed to 
be a part of the debate.  

Atran said Lévi-Strauss was 
very fond of Mead, who secured 
him a job at The New School for 
Social Research when France 
capitulated to German inva-
sion in 1940. It was in this cli-
mate of irreconcilable political 
tensions, Atran recalled, that 
Lévi-Strauss was able to pro-
duce some of the most human-
istic ideas of the century. “He 
recognized that if you want to 
understand what’s different be-
tween people, begin by looking 
at what’s common.”

Lévi-Strauss was shown the 
American side of anthropology 
by renowned Columbia anthro-
pologist Franz “Papa” Boas in 

the 1940s. When Boas had a 
heart attack during dinner at 
the Columbia Faculty House, 
he died in Lévi-Strauss’s arms.

For an intellectual who dedi-
cated his career to the study of 
universals, Lévi-Strauss’s ideas 
continue to resonate for today’s 
anthropologists. From her first 
reading as a graduate student 
at Indiana University in 1982, 
associate professor of anthro-
pology Neni Panourgiá still 
considers “Tristes Tropiques”—
Lévi-Strauss’s famous mem-
oir—a work of enormous per-
sonal significance.

“We see the anthropologist 
struggling for himself, thinking 
of himself as a self in the midst 
of selves,” she said.

Sonia Ahsan, who is cur-
rently studying anthropology 
at the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences, also noted the in-
sight of Lévi-Strauss’s “Tristes 
Tropiques.” Flipping through 
her well-worn copy, she pointed 
with astonishment to the book’s 
mention of Peshawar, the city of 
her birth on the border between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
“Even for his time, he was so 
well traveled,” she said.

“I felt so small next to this in-
tellectual giant but realized, ‘He 
was not shy, so let’s not be shy.’ 
He taught me not to be fearful 
of unexpected associations and 
comparisons,” Debaene said of 
Lévi-Strauss. “There is a way of 
not being afraid that one learns 
from studying his work.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

it is unethical to kill an embryo 
and harvest its stem cells, just 
as it is unethical to kill a person 
and take that person’s heart to 
save another life.

Gray also criticized abortion 
clinics.

“The systematic nature of 
killings was seen in Auschwitz 
then and in abortion now. It is 

legal … and medical profes-
sionals do the killing. Centers 
are set up for express purpose of 
terminating lives where wom-
en come and their children are 
dismembered,” Gray said.

She also discussed race, 
deformity, and gender-based 
abortion targeting, present-
ing these as examples of how 
legal and accessible abortion 
will harmfully alter the com-
position of populations and 

attempt to eliminate certain 
genotypes.

Ultimately, though, Gray 
stressed that she is against abor-
tion, not against the women 
getting abortions, saying that, 
“In condemning the action of 
abortion, I am not condemning 
the actors. The reality is we all, 
including myself, bear respon-
sibility. Even though we don’t 
commit it, we permit it.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

controversial Middle Eastern 
studies professor Joseph Massad 
as well as the Middle East and 
Asian languages and cultures 
department.

Instead, Barrett said, his pre-
sentation had a broader appeal, 
and both Snyder and Kramer 
made strong cases on how for-
eign policy theory plays out in 
the Middle East.

“It was less controversial than 
I expected,” added Stephanie 
Bradford, BC’12, who anticipat-
ed that Kramer would be “really 
be more critical of MEALAC.” 

Kramer said that he steered 
clear of extensive Columbia criti-
cism because it seemed inappro-
priate for the venue and event 
topic. While he noted that he felt 
he had the credentials to speak on 
some of the University politics, 
both as a longtime scholar and 
a Columbia alumnus, Kramer 
stressed that University decision 
making needed to come from the 
inside and not be influenced by 
outside pressures or opinion. 
“Discussion should very much 
be started from within,” he said.

Still, he called the letter sent 
to University President Lee 
Bollinger by professors and 
faculty several months ago—a 

letter that called into question 
whether proper procedure had 
been followed in granting ten-
ure to the polarizing professor 
Massad—a “positive sign” for 
the cause.  

But Monday evening, Kramer 
said he was glad to see students 
interested in the broader issues. 
About 50 students attended, and 
many participated in a question-
and-answer session after the 
discussion.

And for organizers, the di-
alogue between Kramer and 
Snyder was largely a success.

“Look,” Lalla said at the end of 
the event. “They’re still talking.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students discuss Columbia stereotypes
By Elizabeth Scott

Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia’s Model Congress 
convened in a Hamilton Hall 
classroom Monday night with 
the intention of breaking down 
stereotypes about each under-
graduate school. But the role of 
Barnard students turned out to 
be a hot-button issue. 

Model Congress President 
Maisha Rashid, BC ’10, ex-
plained that the impetus for 
the forum was to help first-year 
students become integrated into 
the University and understand 
where they fit in. “The most 
concerning part for a first-year 
is they want to fit in, they want 
to belong. I think it’s an event 
that needs a bigger forum for 
first-years.” 

With “BC, CC, SEAS stereo-
types” scribbled on the board 
in the background, stereotypes 
about Barnard students were up 
for audience review. Attendees 
named some assumed profiles 
of Barnard students—that they 
are sexually promiscuous and 
lacking intellectual curiosity.

One female Columbia College 
student said she was dismayed 
with Barnard students citing 
Columbia’s name because, as a 
Barnard applicant who consid-
ered going, she feels it cheapens 
the appreciation that Barnard 

students should have for their 
college in its own right. 

A number of Barnard stu-
dents expressed that they felt 
generally uneasy on campus 
at times. This stems from feel-
ing pigeonholed as inferior and 
illegitimate members of the 
University, they said.  

Felicia Montalvo, BC ’11, said 
she feels this pressure in a num-
ber of ways. “There are three dif-
ferent dimensions of that. One, 
I’m a Barnard student. Two, I’m 
a woman. And three, being a 
person of color is a whole other 
stereotype that comes with the 
issue. People think, ‘You got here 
not based on merit but because 
you’re part of an underrepresent-
ed demographic.’” 

Audience members dis-
cussed tensions between School 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science and Columbia College 
students, though mostly in pass-
ing. One SEAS student described 
the uneasiness that comes from 
differences in academic prefer-
ences and strengths between 
SEAS and CC students.  

Obiora Azie, SEAS ’13, in-
voked a popular, relatable anal-
ogy to describe his percep-
tion of the four undergraduate 
schools. As Azie sees it, “CC is 
Gryffindor, SEAS is Slytherin, 
Barnard is Ravenclaw, and GS 
is Hufflepuff.”  

Students concluded that the 
tension is partly the result of stu-
dents’ insecurity in assimilating 
into a larger undergraduate com-
munity as well as their identifica-
tion with a specific college.

Montalvo said she thinks 
more students should par-
ticipate in similar events to 
get at the heart of this matter. 
“Dialogue in general is always 
helpful but the only way it can 
be truly effective is if you have 
it with people who are perpetra-
tors of stereotypes, and it’s hard 
to get them to come to these 
things for that reason. That’s the 
kind of dialogue you want to get 
because you want to break down 
those stereotypes,” she said.  

Devon Galloway, CC ’10, also 
found the forum effective—to an 
extent. “I don’t think these con-
versations will solve everything, 
but it does make sense to at least 
acknowledge the problem because 
when you’re at Columbia, you fall 
into these stereotypes. You start 
telling Barnard jokes, and you start 
believing them.”

“When you have big universi-
ty communities, special identities 
within that community will hap-
pen. It’s our job to take it with a 
grain of salt, not take it seriously, 
and talk about it with each other—
address it together—in forums like 
these,” Rashid explained. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Barnard hosts egg donation panel

Lévi-Strauss remembered fondly

Pro-life speaker discusses abortion

Middle East forum talks foreign policy

Ancient Eight hardware in Cambridge. 
Following a three-point win over Brown in 
its Ivy opener, Harvard won its next four con-
ference contests by an average of nearly 24 
points. 

Aside from a 42-7 dismantling of archrival 
Princeton, Penn has made a living scratch-
ing out close games in league play, beating 
Dartmouth, Yale, and Brown by single digits. 
The Quakers needed overtime to turn back the 
Bears’ upset bid.

Nevertheless, both teams entered last 
Saturday’s showdown undefeated in the Ivy 
League and expecting a close game that would 
hinge on a few key plays. In a display of how 
evenly matched the Ancient Eight’s two top 
teams really are, those game-changing mo-
ments were decided by a matter of inches.

In the second quarter, the Quakers were 
threatening deep in Crimson territory after 
a botched snap and a partially blocked punt 
gave quarterback Kyle Olson and the Penn 
offense the ball at the Harvard 29-yard line. 
Olson, attempting a quarterback sneak after 
another Crimson mistake—a roughing the 
passer penalty—put his team inside the one-
yard line but had the ball knocked out of his 
hands right as he neared the goal line. The 
apparent fumble was recovered by Harvard. 

To the away team’s delight, the officiating 
crew decided Olson had broken the plane and 
awarded Penn the touchdown.

That score, complemented by a five-play 
scoring effort on Penn’s opening drive, held 
up as the game progressed. Penn’s defense 
also proved strong, as it has all year long. The 
Quakers made themselves known early, sack-
ing Harvard quarterback Collier Winters twice 
on the Crimson’s first possession.  

Harvard knew what was at stake and put 
together the sort of late-game, gutsy drive re-
quired in such evenly matched contests. With 
2:44 to play, Harvard faced a fourth-and-one 
from the Penn one-yard line. On the previous 
play, Harvard had been held to less than a yard 
after taking the snap from the two-yard line.

With the Ivy League title on the line, 
Winters took the snap and lunged for the end 
zone. Penn senior captain and defensive back 
Chris Wynn came up with the stop, standing 
up the Harvard signal caller within inches of 
the goal line. With the failed fourth down, the 
Crimson lost any hope of a comeback, and the 
Quakers assured themselves of at least a share 
of their first title since 2003 (also their 14th ti-
tle overall). The conference champs have now 
won seven straight games, and they stand at 
7-2 overall as well as 6-0 in conference play. 
The Crimson are now 6-3 overall and 5-1 in 
Ivy competition.

And so, despite Harvard’s impressive play 

of late, Penn enters its date with Cornell ranked 
24th nationally, the highest ranking among the 
Ivies, and positioned to win the league crown 
outright with a victory.

In other Ancient Eight action, Princeton 
overcame Yale 23-17, and Dartmouth fell to 
Brown 14-7. The Tigers found themselves 
back in the winning column thanks to a break-
out performance from sophomore quarterback 
Tommy Wornham, who finished the day 16-
for-23 with 136 yards passing and an addi-
tional 55 yards running the ball. Senior run-
ning back Kenny Gunter turned in the first 
100-yard rushing performance of the year for 
Princeton on the same day the Tigers honored 
their graduating class. Princeton enters its last 
game of the season with an overall record of 
3-6 (2-4 Ivy). The Bulldogs are now 4-5 on 
the season (2-4 Ivy) as they head into their 
rivalry showdown in New Haven against the 
Crimson.

In Providence, the Big Green forced the 
Bears into overtime with a stellar defensive 
effort only to be doomed by Brown quarter-
back Kyle Newhall’s laser to Buddy Farnham 
in overtime. On the ensuing possession, The 
Big Green needed a touchdown to stay alive, 
but Dartmouth’s freshman quarterback Greg 
Patton was stopped on fourth-and-one to end 
the game. Brown moved to 6-3 overall (4-2 
Ivy) with the win, and Dartmouth fell to 2-7 
(2-4 Ivy) in defeat.

a completely new direction, though. The only advice I 
could offer in commencing the chaos of a coach hunt is 
that money talks. 

Of course, this whole rant could be rendered irrelevant 
if Columbia can steal a huge win against Brown this 
week. The defending Ivy co-champs will come into Baker 
Field as favorites, but the Lions generated some momen-
tum of their own last Saturday.  

Quarterback Millicent Olawale grabbed his job back 
from freshman Sean Brackett and woke the offense in 
the second half against Cornell, leading his team to an 
Ivy victory in relief for the second time in his career. The 
defense was terrific in that game, and the rush offense 
is coping with the loss of Ray Rangel relatively well. 
Big Senior Day performances from Olawale and Austin 
Knowlin, a competent special teams display (a possibility 
now after the emergence of Dean Perfetti at placekicker 
this past Saturday), and another confident defensive ef-
fort could lead to one more twist in this wild season on 
Saturday afternoon.

Tom Di Benedetto is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in history.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Harvard’s chance at crown depends on Penn loss
Football from back page

Final weekend of 
football presents 
many storylines
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Middle east from front page

Right to life  from front page

egg donation  from front page

Lévi-Strauss  from front page



Students talk books on College Walk
By Nora Lewontin-Rojas

Columbia Daily Spectator

Columbians certainly don’t 
suffer from a lack of exposure 
to good books. But as semes-
ters progress, it can become 
increasingly difficult to enjoy 
a good read. Even for English 
majors, it can be hard to dis-
entangle the stress of deadlines 
and grades from the pleasure of 
sitting down with a good book. 
In the spirit of reading for fun, 
though, two campus reading 
groups invite students, alumni, 
and professors to engage with 
books outside of the classroom 
and enjoy conversations with 
other bibliophiles about a broad 
spectrum of literary works. 

“My main preoccupation is 
to make up a list that is very 
varied so that each reading will 
be a surprise, a discovery,” said 
Danièle Lasser, who coordinates 
the Maison Française Book 
Club. The club, now a decade 
old, meets once a month from 
September through April at the 
Maison Francaise to discuss 
different works. “Being a very 
democratic group, we attempt 
to put on the program any re-
quest,” Lasser explained. The 

only strict criterion is that the 
work be written in French. “We 
have texts that are very Parisian 
as well as texts from Africa, 
Asia ... and once in a while, a 
classic.” Lasser also noted that 
the club is a budget-conscious 
group. “All of the books we read 
are poche [paperback] at $10, 
or less, each,” she said.

Each session is chaired by a 
guest moderator who has par-
ticular expertise in the work 
being discussed. “The tenure of 
our meetings and the quality of 
our analysis are due to our su-
perb moderators,” Lasser said. 
But she also emphasized that the 
book club’s meetings are primar-
ily occasions for conversations in 
which everyone participates and 
that the role of the moderator is 
not to lecture, but rather to “guide 
us in our understanding of the 
book.”  On Dec. 7, the group will 
meet to discuss contemporary 
author Jean Rouaud’s novel, “Les 
Champs d’Honneur.” The meet-
ing will also include a screening 
of 2004’s “Un Long Dimanche 
de Fiançailles” (“A Very Long 
Engagement”) followed by a dis-
cussion of both works moderated 
by Séverine Martin, former mod-
erator of the Maison Francaise’s 

Cinema Thursdays.
Book lovers who prefer to 

read in English might consider 
attending an event hosted by 
the Columbia College women’s 
book club, CCW Bookies. The 
club, also in its 10th year, was 
started as an informal group 
for Columbia alumnae. “It’s a 
way to socialize with women 
you might not normally social-
ize with ... women of different 
ages and interests, but with the 
commonality of having gone to 
Columbia,” Shira Boss, CC ’93 
and the founder and coordina-
tor of the group said. Like the 
Maison Francaise book club, 
the CCW Bookies pay atten-
tion to price when they con-
struct their book lists. “We 
don’t read the latest best-sell-
ers,” Boss said. “We don’t read 
anything you can’t buy in pa-
perback or pick up at the New 
York Public Library.” Instead, 
the group prefers a mixed read-
ing list, which includes every-
thing from classics like “The 
Brothers Karamazov” to con-
temporary works, particular-
ly those written by Columbia 
authors. “We simply want the 
group to be about reading 
great books, not about buying 

anything,” Boss said. 
In addition to offering an 

intimate reading group for 
alumnae of the college, the 
CCW Bookies are now orga-
nizing special book events that 
are open to the entire Columbia 
community. In September, the 
club hosted its first public 
event: a reception and discus-
sion with author and Columbia 
alumnus Kevin Baker to dis-
cuss his book “Strivers Row”, a 
meticulously imagined histori-
cal novel set in 1940s Harlem. 
“We were so happy to have 
Kevin come discuss his book 
with us,” Boss said. “He’s such 
a good writer and historian. It 
was a lot of fun.” Details about 
future events may be found 
on the Columbia University 
events calendar.

In an academic setting, it’s 
easy to overlook two of the 
greatest virtues of reading—it 
is both inexpensive and vastly 
entertaining. Following read-
ing with a discussion group 
adds another valuable di-
mension to the experience of 
reading for pleasure. “It can 
be so much more interesting 
than reading on your own,” 
Boss said.

Oh, Brownie’s, how you 
never fail to please. The cafe 
in Avery Hall’s basement 
will hands down give stu-
dents their money’s worth. 
Though Brownie’s Cafe uses 
smaller sized cups than oth-
er campus locales, its coffee 
is the cheapest and definite-
ly the best tasting. It has a 
really full, well-rounded 
flavor that is bold without 
being severe. It goes down 
smoothly, leaving a nice, 
fragrant coffee aftertaste.

1) brownie’s cafe, 
$1.00

Besides “The Illiad” and 
perhaps a cigarette for the 
average student’s obliga-
tory two-week stress-
induced smoking stint, 
coffee is Columbians’ 
uncontested companion. 
It’s there when students 
fall asleep in Butler. It’s 
there when students are 
on the verge of intellec-
tual comas during finals. 
It’s there when students 
need a pick-me-up in 
a lecture on Marxist 
commodity fetishism. 
Columbia coffee is reli-
able, cheap, and always 
fail-proof. But where can 
students get a decent cup 
of joe on campus without 
having to trek oh-so-far 
downtown and without 
going broke buying the 
Blue Mountain Reserve 
Kilimanjaro Sampler? 
Right on campus, stu-
dents can find the most 
flavorful, generously 
portioned coffee if they 
know where to look. 
	 —Ethan Wong 

books

Food & drink 

Sit Down, Shut Up When it comes to television, 
I have one weakness: Will Arnett’s 
voice. My addiction started the 
first time I saw him in “Arrested 
Development” and hasn’t stopped 
since. I could listen to him in 
anything.

And I do. 
Arnett joins 
a wonderful 
cast of actors 
who lend their 
voices to “Sit 
Down, Shut 
Up,” Mitchell 
Hurwitz’s failed 
attempt to re-
place his cult 
classic “Arrested Development.” 

It’s an adequate series with clev-
er plot lines and hilarious charac-
ters. And I don’t feel guilty because 

I watch it—I feel guilty because of 
the reasons why I watch it.

After watching the entire “Arrested 
Development” series on Hulu three 
times and regularly checking the 
film’s Internet Movie Database en-
try for the release date—it says 2011, 
so keep your fingers crossed—I saw 
no other choice for a next step in my 
path towards obsession.

For the most part,  “Sit Down, 
Shut Up” fulfills my need for more 
“Arrested Development.” All re-
turning actors play basically the 
same parts aside from their names 
and occupawtions. Arnett remains 
the insecure antagonist, Bateman is 
the dry-witted antihero, and Henry 
Winkler returns as a teacher who—
surprise, surprise—doesn’t have a 
clue what he’s doing. It’s almost like 
watching season four of “Arrested 

Development” if it had been moved 
to an alternate universe.

The one main glitch is that the 
show is animated. The scripts may 
sound the same, but from the open-
ing credits onward anyone can tell it’s 
a different series.

Still, I watch. So what if it’s slot-
ted for Saturday nights, meaning 
the series is incredibly unpopular 
and probably has the lifespan of a 
goldfish? 

If fantasizing about a more ap-
pealing show while I’m watching 
another is called cheating, then I 
guess I’m guilty. But when it comes 
to finding places where I can listen 
to Will Arnett’s voice, I could do a 
lot worse. 

“Sit Down, Shut Up” airs Saturday 
nights at midnight on FOX.

	 —Lily Cedarbaum

Animated TV show satisfies ‘Arrested’ withdrawal
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Embry Owen for Spectator
Cheap java  |  Students in search of caffeine-induced energy can find their pre-study buzz at campus cafes.

By Victoria Fox
Columbia Daily Spectator

 “I was in the everglades and 
being chased by an alligator, and I 
was stark naked in brackish water,” 
Augie Kennady, GS, explained, re-
membering an experience he had 
while acting in a piece for Animal 
Planet. “I’m thinking to myself, 
‘This sucks. Maybe I should start 
telling my own stories.’”

Kennady is one of many 
students from the School of 
General Studies who was drawn 
to Columbia’s undergraduate 
film studies major. GS students 
comprise about one-fifth of the 
film major, and, for many, the 
program is more than something 
that looked interesting on the 
course directory. The students 
want to make films.

But what distinguishes many 
GS students from other under-
graduates with filmmaking aspira-
tions is that many come here with 
filmmaking experience, seeking to 
use the theory-based curriculum 
to add depth to their existing pro-
duction skills. 

After his Animal Planet epiph-
any, Kennady redirected his focus 
from acting to making short films, 
and he eventually made music vid-
eos for MTV Latin. When choos-
ing a school, he was not deterred 
by the theory-based major. He 
applied only to Columbia instead 
of production programs at the 
University of Southern California 
or New York University. 

“If you come from a produc-
tion background, I think you ben-
efit here more than elsewhere,” 
Kennady said. 

Rob Caudy is another GS stu-
dent who brings ample experience 
to the class, as he has supported 
himself and his family since age 
16. At 19, Caudy started his own 
production company, working 
on commercials and live sporting 
events. “I’ve been hustling since I 
was 12 years old,” Caudy joked. “So 
I hustled and got contracts, and it 
was a pretty successful business.”

To add to his earlier technical 
filmmaking experience, Caudy 
sought the complexity a theory-
based program could offer, claiming 
theory is more esoteric and difficult 
for students to grasp on their own. 
“Production stuff is easy,” Caudy ex-
plained. “You can read a few books 
and grab yourself a camera and do 
the things to get the experience.”

Jason Eldredge, GS, entered the 
major from a musical background. 
Before coming to Columbia, 
Eldredge was a disc jockey with 

a Saturday night radio show on 
KCRW in Los Angeles, which 
eventually lead him to music su-
pervising for film and television. 
One of his earliest jobs was as a 
music coordinator for the HBO 
series “Six Feet Under,” and he 
eventually worked on shows for 
MTV and VH1. This practical ex-
perience adds depth to his directo-
rial aspirations. “Being a music su-
pervisor really taught me, which I 
already knew how important mu-
sic can be to film,” Eldredge said.

Friends and contacts recom-
mended Columbia to Eldredge, 
praising the film program and 
academic flexibility. “I have 
been on sets and kind of know 
what’s going on,” Eldredge said. 
He added that he was drawn to 
the theory-based program be-
cause “you start to realize that 
a lot of different working direc-
tors are working on that same 
level and have an understand-
ing of it.” The GS program at 
Columbia also gives Eldredge 
the option to double major in 
film studies and psychology.

This academic latitude is also 
attractive to GS students with a 
less extensive production back-
grounds who want to explore 
film along with other academic 
tracks. Jack Haggis, GS, came 
to Columbia after volunteering 
for the United States Committee 
for Refugees and Immigrants in 
Albany and is still considering 
his options. “I’m still undecided. 
The two things I’m interested in 
are completely different,” Haggis 
explained of his conflict between 
Russian and film studies. 

The academic environment at 
Columbia is also a draw. Debra 
Moore and Russell Calkins came 
to GS together after working with 
animation studios in Portland 
in addition to other freelance 
filmmaking jobs. Moore, who 
has previously studied produc-
tion-based curricula, applied to 
Columbia for the general “cali-
ber of education,” adding that, 
“at an institution like Columbia, 
part of what you’re paying for is 
your peer group.”

The rest of the undergradu-
ates in the film major also benefit 
from studying alongside GS stu-
dents, whose production experi-
ences add important insight into 
the theory-based major. “I’d like 
to think that I’m bringing some-
thing of a practical value from my 
six years of experience working on 
film sets,” Calkins said. “When I 
have an opinion about something, 
it’s not out of nothing.”

GS students explore 
more formal side of film

film

Columbia cafe culture: more brew for your buck

Located in new Journalism 
annex student center, 
Brad’s Cafe has a great 
atmosphere and provides 
a decent cup of coffee. 
Stronger than Uris Cafe’s, 
Brad’s coffee doesn’t have 
too much depth or body. 
Though it loses points 
for using a Starbucks 
blend and being the most 
expensive out of all the 
coffees, Brad’s served a 
good cup in a cafe with 
great ambiance.

2) brad’s cafE, 
$1.95

An improvement on 
Butler Blue Java, the 
Uris Cafe provides a 
slightly better brew. 
Despite the sleek, fancy 
machinery and the 
display of fresh beans, 
Uris’s coffee hardly 
lives up to outward 
appearances. While the 
coffee doesn’t have the 
acridness of Butler’s 
blend, it is too weak 
and ends up tasting like 
coffee-tainted water. 

3) uris cafE, 
$1.61

This coffee would be 
from Butler. Harsh 
like the long, sleepless 
nights there, this cof-
fee is neither worth 
the price nor the tor-
ture. Not only the 
second most expen-
sive brew sampled, 
this coffee is bitter, 
has an unpleasant 
twang, and leaves a 
strange waxy after-
taste. Blue Java is not 
the way to go.

4) butler cafE, 
Blue java, $1.69

Courtesy of FOX
New development  |  Actors from “Arrested Development” return in Fox’s new series.
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Crown: Bill Gates and Warren 
Buffett come to campus for a 
town hall that will be broad-
cast nationwide.

Frown: The town hall is only 
open to business school students 
and Earth Institute affiliates.

Crown: The excitement of 
course registration is once 
again upon us!

Frown: More reason for stu-
dents to procrastinate on as-
signments for current courses.

Crown: Dean Peña-Mora 
teaches engineers how to use 
their degrees.

Frown: Humanities majors still 
don’t know how to use theirs.

Crown: Ferris Booth is serving 
warm cookies…

Frown/Crown: …during an 
almost equally warm week.

Crown: Wrapping Christmas 
lights around the trees on 

College Walk in 65-degree 
weather.

Frown: Will Santa trade his 
sleigh for a surfboard?

Crown:  Improvements in infor-
mation sharing at Columbia:

Exhibit A: The Center for 
Career Education sends out 
a survey seeking suggestions 
from students on how to im-
prove its internship resources.

Exhibit B: The Student 
Governing Board, the Activities 
Board at Columbia, and other 
campus organizations seek in-
put on how to better manage 
Columbia’s scarce space.

Exhibit C: The Advisory 
Committee on Socially 
Responsible Investing will hold 
a town hall meeting and forum 
tonight to discuss the investment 
of the University’s endowment.

Exhibit D: Health Services sends 
out a mass e-mail to update stu-
dents on the swine flu vaccine.

Staff Editorial

Columbia & its Discontents

There were 
11 minutes 
left of the 

vote when I tuned 
in to C-SPAN. 
Superimposed 
onto the multi-
tiered House of 
Representatives 
chamber was a 
grid displaying the 
support for the 
Affordable Health 
Care for America 
Act. The left col-

umn displayed the “yea” votes (210), the 
middle column displayed the “nay” votes 
(208), and the right column displayed 
the votes yet to be cast (17). Knowing 
that these last minutes could represent 
final moments for a bill dominating the 
news for the past eight months, I sat 
glued to the countdown clock.

With only three minutes left, the 
previously lethargic pace of responses 
sped up, and nine Democrats cast their 
votes in favor of the bill. Flirting with 
the last seconds of the voting period, the 
remaining voters cast their decisions, 
and the final numbers stared me in the 
face—220for, 215 against.

Though I was not surprised with the end 
result, I could not help noticing the imbal-
ance that the numbers represented. Of those 
220 supporting votes, only one came from 
outside of the Democratic Party. Meanwhile, 
the “nays” included not only the 179 other 
Republicans, but also 39 Democrats. The 
bill had passed, but with only two votes over 
the needed majority and almost no support 
from the minority party.

We find ourselves in an era of rabid 
partisanship perpetrated at every end 
of the spectrum. From the Republican-
controlled Congress of the early 2000s 
to today, whichever political party is 

in charge has considered its majority 
a blank check for whatever it can get 
passed. While the election of a specific 
party does provide a legitimate legisla-
tive upper hand to an extent, the trend 
today is to take significant liberties with 
an ambiguous “mandate.”

I am not concerned that the majority 
party has the ability to single-handedly 
pass policies that strictly adhere to its 
platform. What concerns me is that even 
when bills with great societal conse-
quences or far-reaching effects go up 
for vote, compromise is abandoned, and 
passage is assured through one party. 
Even though a bill promises to signifi-
cantly affect the average American’s life, 
the two parties take their usual positions 
of opposition and abandon the bargain-
ing table in favor of the more utilitarian 
“just get it passed” mentality. The result 
is not only the passage of a narrow-
minded piece of legislation, but also the 
growth of divisions within the public.

To remind myself that bipartisan ef-
fort in the passage of important bills is 
possible, I look to the past. In the 1930s, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt presented 
his New Deal reforms as critical to the 
improvement of public life. He could 
have passed the Social Security Act rely-
ing solely on his own party, which had a 
significant majority. Despite this option, 
executive and legislative leaders alike 
opted for a bill that would fulfill its orig-
inal purpose but also boasted enough 
compromise to attract the other party. In 
the end, 81 of the 102 Republicans voted 
for the Social Security Act.

Again in the 1960s, the alleged neces-
sity of a bill did not negate the need for 
bipartisan compromise. When President 
Lyndon B. Johnson presented the idea 
for Medicare, one of the more influential 
socially-minded bills in our history, he 
did not depend on his party’s majority. 

Instead, he and his colleagues in Congress 
put a bill on the floor that garnered 70 
Republican votes—more than half of the 
Grand Old Party members in Congress.

The fact is that we have entered a 
chilling period of separation between 
our nation’s political parties. Any hint of 
making real attempts to get opposition 
support for a major bill has disappeared 
because of the majority’s unwillingness 
to adequately consider the priorities of 
the minority as well as the minority’s 
stubborn refusal to compromise. Instead 
of looking for a consensus and solutions 
that appeal to a broad cross-section 
of the American public, each party is 
looking out only for its own ideological 
interests. With this attitude, it is not sur-
prising that bills pass through Congress 
supported by just one party. This ap-
proach serves only to polarize the public 
and sabotage constructive dialogue.

All last year we heard promises of 
bipartisanship from almost every can-
didate, especially our current president. 
Now, though, it seems that those prom-
ises weren’t made seriously. There is a 
growing cancer of partisanship on Capitol 
Hill, and it needs to be addressed.

Necessity for a bill is no excuse for 
blatant partisanship. Yes, there needs 
to be health care reform, but when a 
$1.2 trillion dollar bill passes through 
the House with only two votes over the 
halfway mark, something is wrong. The 
point isn’t getting the bill from point 
A to point B. The point is making that 
journey with as much support and as 
many different contributing voices as 
possible. Compromise has been attained 
in the past with issues just as critical, 
and it can be achieved again.

Derek Turner is a Columbia College sopho-
more. Opening Remarks runs alternate 

Tuesdays. opinion@columbiaspectator.com

The end of bipartisanship
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by Jonathan Tanners

I remember a few years ago when hip-hop 
group Foreign Exchange released its first al-
bum. The group was notable for the unique 
circumstance of its formation. Rapper Phonte 
from North Carolina and producer Nicolay 
from Sweden connected over the Internet 
and put together an entire album without 
ever sitting in the same room. Through the 
power of accessible music software and cable 
modems, fans, rappers, and producers alike 
have been able to engage in an unprecedent-
ed and truly global discourse.

With increased access comes extreme 
fragmentation. Hip-hop, a historically re-
gional art form, has splintered into countless 
communities and sub-genres—it is almost 
impossible to keep track of rappers and their 
output. Classifications become irrelevant as 
artists across genres and borders blend styles 
and utilize signature elements of hip-hop, 
including booming 4/4 beats and heavy bass. 
Further divisions and technological break-
throughs allow for new opportunities. For 
example, Bay Area rapper Lil B has creat-
ed an entire virtual world through the use 
of an alleged 100 MySpace pages (an in-
triguing, if perhaps flawed and puzzling, 
experiment). 

This fragmentation, for all its potential, 
means the disintegration of one of hip-hop’s 
most important aspects: human interaction. 
Hip-hop was born from parties—from 
sweaty bodies joining together to lose 
control and forget cares over pulsing 

rhythms. Hip-hop was the sound track to 
block parties, cookouts, and summer nights 
spent listening to old favorites. Hip-hop was 
the battle—the break-boy battle, the master 
of ceremonies battle, the disc jockey battle. 
This is not to romanticize hip-hop’s past. 
As an art form, it truly blossomed from the 
close contact among human beings. 

The same could likely be said on some 
level of a number of genres (punk springs 
immediately to mind), but the interaction 
was never merely an accomplice to the mu-
sic. It was an integral piece, expressed in lyr-
ics and beats. It is difficult to gauge precisely 
what rappers mean when they speak of the 
“streets” these days. It often seems like they 
work from a photocopy that has been run 
through the ringer to the point at which they 
are producing nothing but a faded image, a 
series of shadows that resemble some great 
“gangsta” rap you once heard. The link to 
reality is lost in the shuffle to outshine, out-
shoot, and outsell the competition. 

So why not try to bring a little piece of 
hip-hop’s past into the present and future?

At the start of the year, I got together with 
a group of students to form the Columbia 
University Society of Hip-hop. I won’t regur-
gitate our mission statement here, but I will 
say that one of our principle goals is to pro-
vide an open space for creative and critical 
discourse for artists and fans alike. We view 
hip-hop as a powerful tool for uniting people 
across cultural and racial lines. We want to 
have cookouts and battles—we want to ad-
vance the positive aspects of hip-hop that we 
feel have been pushed by the wayside. 

We can’t deny the power of the Internet, 
nor the promise it holds, but we feel our 
mission requires the return of the human 
element to hip-hop. When we came to-
gether, we felt there simply wasn’t an out-
let at Columbia that fostered both discus-
sion of hip-hop and creative expression. In 
three meetings, we’ve had aspiring danc-
ers, rappers, producers, poets, and DJs in 
our midst—young men and women who 
repeatedly expressed their desire to share 
their creativity and their opinions. We’ve 
had debates and laughs, and most of our 
meetings have spilled beyond the allotted 
90 minutes into impromptu freestyle ses-
sions and further arguments. We’ve just 
had a damn good time. At its core, that’s 

what hip-hop is about—an escape from 
the pressures of our world, no matter how 
great or small. We’re not trying to bring 
the hip-hop music of the ’80s back, just 
the feeling. And that’s something you 

can’t do through YouTube.

The author is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in film.

Community

by Melissa Sions

Over the last few weeks, we have witnessed 
the intense debate raging over the Obama 
administration’s decision on whether to 
send more troops to Afghanistan. General 
Stanley McChrystal, commander of the U.S. 
and NATO forces in Afghanistan, recently 
implored Obama to send a staggering 40,000 
troops, and this request has not been taken 
lightly. Afghans and Americans alike have 
voiced their concerns about this ever-increas-
ing military presence when, according to a 
New York Times article, Afghans have come 
to be “increasingly skeptical that the Taliban 
can be defeated.” Americans, particularly Vice 
President Joseph Biden, are also bristling at 
the move. But even as a new story broke 
last week about the infamous private secu-
rity corporation Xe (formerly Blackwater), 
there’s been surprisingly little debate about 
how many private contractors will be sent in 
addition to our 40,000 uniformed soldiers.

In August, the Wall Street Journal pub-
lished an article that provided some esti-
mates for the private military presence in 
Afghanistan, and its comparison to the 
U.S. troop population showed the U.S. 
military to be vastly outnumbered: 74,000 

private military companies, or PMCs, ver-
sus 58,000 soldiers on the ground. That’s 
a difference of about a third. A third. If 
Obama decides to send another 40,000 
troops overseas, how many more contrac-
tors from Blackwater, KBR, and similar 
organizations will be tagging along?

It’s important to be critical of this for 
a number of reasons. Obama has been 
“downsizing” in Iraq, true, but he’s been 
downsizing in U.S. military personnel. The 
problem is that even in the absence of the 
U.S. military, our presence is still felt be-
cause the government then supplements 
the military with private companies that 
do everything the military would normally 
do. Yet these companies are not held ac-
countable to the same chain of command 
that U.S. troops are, and thus are rarely 
prosecuted when something goes wrong.

Last week, The New York Times reported 
that Blackwater authorized secret payments 
of $1 million to Iraqi officials to silence them 
after the shooting of 17 civilians in Nisour 
Square in 2007. This, in essence, is bribery. 
It’s not the first article detailing yet anoth-
er point on Blackwater’s laundry list of of-
fenses—weapons smuggling, prostitution of 
minors, and more. Since the Nisour Square 
shootings, five guards have been charged with 
manslaughter, and another pleaded guilty last 
year. But regulation on corporations is few 
and far between save for these very public 
incidents. It’s hard to believe that such vast 
numbers of unregulated forces overseas, 
performing the same work as the American 
military, are all behaving properly. It’s simply 

impossible. And Blackwater as an entity has 
yet to be formally charged.

I make note of this because PMCs are 
consistently left out of the debates about 
American military operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. In fact, it might even be fair to 
say that Americans cannot even conceptual-
ize modern warfare because they’re still being 
fed a simplistic idea of war from the 1960s and 
1970s: that the success of a military operation 
is wholly contingent upon the initiative the 
citizenry takes to protect its country. In real-
ity, citizens’ support is not as important as it 
once was, as there is an unaccountable force 
overseas over twice the size of our military. 
Now it almost seems that whether or not we 
ask for a troop reduction is meaningless—
we’ll welcome the U.S. Army home, but there 
will still be a military force in place. Private 
corporations work in America’s name—just 
without the military’s rules.

This is already a problem, and it’s not go-
ing away. In Obama’s first year in office, the 
administration has increased its use of PMCs 
in Afghanistan by 29 percent, and these firms 
have been used in more than just these recent 
wars. For our own benefit, it’s important that 
we are up to speed with how war is changing. 
We must know where our tax dollars are go-
ing, understand what it means when we ask 
our governments to “bring the troops home,” 
act on the accelerating privatization of war-
fare and security. 

Melissa Sions is a third-year women 
and gender studies major at the School of 
General Studies.
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PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

hudson river sailing parties 
Network, socialize or crew this Fall 
aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re a group 
of Columbia students who volunteer 
crew, with space for 25 per trip, and 
always need more revelers. Leaves 
from 79th St. No exp necessary. E-
mail to join our exclusive free day trips: 
gfh2104@columbia.edu. For informa-
tion about our sailing trips, please visit 
www.gothamyacht.com
get rid of youR accent...now!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

RETIRED UWS’er developing novel 
online business. I will do all the mar-
keting, PR, product handling. Seeks 
student partner for all web-related as-
pects. mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com  

psychotherapist—UPPER West 
Side. Communicative approach. 30 
years experience. GHI and other in-
surance accepted. Certified psycho-
analyst. Nick Piombino, LCSW. (212) 
316-1871.

healthy child volunteers
needed for CU study on emotion. Par-
ticipants must be 10-17 years old. 
Kids will look at photographs and an-
swer questions about emotions. Pay 
is $12/hr. Parents can learn more by 
calling (212) 851-4104 or e-mailing 
SCAN.kids@gmail.com

berkshire ski rental 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, kitchen, large 
dining room, living room w/brick fire-
place, 2 baths in Egremont, 5 miles 
south of Great Barrington, Catamount 
and Butternut ski resort. Must rent for 
season. $1200/mo + utils. Pix avail. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400.

take advantage of the Tax Cred-
it! Price drop! Renov 3 BR, ask only 
$340K, at 930 St Nicholas Ave. Easy 
commute to CU. New kitch, gorgeous 
hardwood floors, great space. High 
ceilings windowed kitchen and bath. 
Elevator/ laundry bldg. Great for in-
vestors. Maint only $673. Call Chris-
tine Kazanecki - Prudential Douglas 
Elliman (646) 505-5679.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

FREE KAYAKING LESSONS
Riverbank State Park. Fall 2009/ Win-
ter 2010. The NYC Winter Pool Pro-
gram is offering introductory kayak-
ing classes in a partnership with the 
Aquatics Dept at the Riverbank State 
Park swimming pool during the Fall 
of 2009 and Winter of 2010. Every-
one is welcome! No prior kayaking 
experience is required, but one must 
know how to swim. All children (ages 
8-17) must be accompanied by an 
adult (18 or older) who must stay for 
the duration of the class. All partici-
pants must register w/Riverbank State 
Park before participating in the class. 
Classes are available every weekend 
beginning November 14, 2009. The 
nearest subway stop is the 1/9 train 
at 145th Street. and Broadway. Once 
you exit the subway, walk west on 
145th St down the hill. Walk across 
Riverside Dr into the park. The pool 
is located in the Aquatic Complex (with 
the scoreboard on top) to the right of 
the track. Allow ten minutes for the 
walk from the subway. The M11 bus 
runs directly into the park. What to 
Bring: Bring a swimsuit, towel, pad-
lock, registration card, and your re-
ceipt for the class. Contact Info: Riv-
erbank State Park, 679 River-side 
Drive, New York, NY 10031. Phone:	
(212) 694-3664/65/66 (Manager’s Of-
fice), or contact Lee: (845) 352-0162; 
lee060@earthlink.net.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



By Zach Glubiak
Spectator Staff Writer

Penn rose to the occasion at 
Harvard Stadium on Saturday, 
overcoming powerful winds, 
torrential rain, and a talented 
Harvard squad that had been 
cruising through Ivy League 

play. The vic-
tory clinched 
the Quakers at 
least a share 
of the Ivy 
League title. The defeat forces 
the Crimson to rely on a Penn 
loss and a victory over Yale in 
the final weekend of play to nab 

a piece of the league crown for 
themselves.

Harvard has won at least a 
share of the title for two years 
in a row, and up until this week-
end, the Crimson looked like they 
were in prime position to keep the 

By Lucas Shaw
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For Columbia and DePaul, tonight’s 
basketball season opener could not have 
come any sooner, as both teams are 
looking to forget how last year ended.

The Lions were within one game 
of eventual league champion Cornell 
on Feb. 21, but starting that night at 
Yale, they lost four of five down the 
stretch to finish 7-7 in Ivy play for a 
third straight season.

Meanwhile, the Blue Demons not 
only failed to contend for a league 
crown, they did not even win a single 
Big East game. Though many consid-
er the Big East to be the nation’s best 
basketball conference, DePaul’s ratings 
percentage index actually ranked 75 
spots below that of Cornell, largely 
because the Blue Demons lost their 
league games by an average of 16.4 
points and suffered nonconference de-
feats to lowly teams like Morgan State 
and Northwestern.

The question for both squads—start-
ing tonight—will be how they respond.

“Hopefully we can stay healthy this year 
and get some continuity and a good level 
of chemistry with each other,” Light Blue 
co-captain Patrick Foley said. “I think that’s 
the key. Everyone gets tired towards the 
end of the season, so it’s hard to tell who 
will work together better at that point.”

Health has already been a factor this 
year with several expected starters still 
recovering from injuries. The list in-
cludes the frequently injured Foley as 
well as co-captain Niko Scott, Asenso 
Ampim, and Brian Grimes. While all 
four are currently healthy, the injuries 
have affected how much time the team 
members have played together.

“I don’t think we are close to being 
what we’re going to be right now,” head 
coach Joe Jones said. “I think part of 
that is some guys are still dealing with 

the effects of offseason surgeries and 
guys being off the floor for two years 
and trying to get back.”

Still, with a roster of 19 players, 
Jones has a number of players to turn 
to. Last season’s injuries may also be 
helpful in this regard, as many of his 
reserves—like center Zack Crimmins 
and guard Steven Egee—played more 
than they otherwise would have.

“Crimmins is going to play a lot on 
the front line,” Jones said. “I thought he 
had a terrific start. He was hampered 
by a little ankle sprain, but he is get-
ting his timing back. He had a good 
preseason overall.”

If Grimes or Ampim find themselves 
a step behind, Crimmins, as well as fresh-
men John Daniels and Mark Cisco, will 
be essential against a DePaul team that 
features a trio of skilled post players.

Headlining the triumvirate is junior 
forward/center Mac Koshwal, who was 
one of the few bright spots for the Blue 
Demons last season. Koshwal nearly 
averaged a double-double, posting 12.2 
points and 9.6 rebounds per game, a per-
formance that led him to consider bolting 
for the National Basketball Association.

Joining him up front are two soph-
omores, Devin Hill and Eric Wallace. 
Wallace, who began his career at Ohio 
State, received a fair amount of hype com-
ing out of Hargrave Military Academy—
the former school of many pro players, 
including Josh Howard of the Dallas 
Mavericks. However, after not getting sig-
nificant playing time with the Buckeyes as 
a freshman, he chose to transfer.

Wallace is likely to match up against 
Noruwa Agho, who was named to the Ivy 
League All-Rookie team after his stellar 
play last season. While Wallace will have 
a few inches on the 6-foot-3-inch Agho, 
Agho is physically one of the strongest 
players on the Columbia roster.

“He’s a competitor and one of the 
hardest-working guys I’ve ever been 
around,” Jones said.

Still, the matchups to watch will 
likely be in the backcourt, where senior 

guards Foley and Scott will go head-to-
head with Will Walker.

Walker, DePaul’s leading returning 
scorer, averaged 14.2 points per game last 
season and also connected on 71 three-
pointers. Foley, Scott, and the Lions’ third 
captain—senior Kevin Bulger—may alter-
nate guarding him. Walker stands at just 6 
feet tall but is strong enough that he may 
require Scott or Bulger to shift over.

Foley would be left to guard 
Jeremiah Kelly, a sophomore guard 
who led DePaul in assists last season.

Seeing how the Lions match up 
against one of the Big East’s weak-
est teams should give Jones a good 
indication of where they stand with 

two months left until Ivy play. DePaul 
will be the first of two Big East oppo-
nents for the Lions, who will travel to 
Syracuse on Nov. 27 for a game in the 
Carrier Dome.

Unlike the game against Syracse, in 
which the 25th-ranked Orange will be 
expected to romp, the matchup against 
DePaul is more similar to last year’s trip 
to Seton Hall. In that contest, the Lions 
stayed close for a while but saw the 
Pirates pull away in the second half.

A win—or at least a competitive 
game—may indicate that Jones has helped 
his team take another step forward. But if 
the Lions are blown out, their season will 
remain uncertain.
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Pick up a copy of the 
Spectator tomorrow to see 
how the Columbia men’s 

basketball team fared in its 
season opener against DePaul.

Tomorrow

The Columbia women’s bas-
ketball team will take on Long 
Island on the road on Wednes-
day. Check back tomorrow for 

a preview of the matchup.

Tomorrow

Despite 
the fact 
that the 

Columbia foot-
ball team sits at a 
disappointing 3-6 
(2-4 Ivy) entering 
the last game of 
the season, there 
will still be plenty 
of drama for 
Norries Wilson 
and his troops in 
the final weekend, 
and there is much 

to talk about this week. 
Like Wilson’s job security. The head 

coach looked like a dead man walking 
just a week and a half ago. Columbia had 
lost five straight games during a season 
that was supposed to bring respect back 
to the program, and strange sideline be-
havior in the second half of the Harvard 
loss culminated in a penalty and jeers 
from the home crowd. It looked like he 
had one foot out the door. 

But a week and a half later, things no 
longer look so certain. The Lions grabbed 
a respectable 30-20 win in Ithaca on 
Saturday to put them in a four-way tie 
for fourth place in the Ancient Eight, and 
this week’s game at home against Brown 
will give Wilson an opportunity to steer 
his own fate. A win over the 6-3 (4-2 Ivy) 
Bears would clinch a share of fourth place 
in the league and would serve as a strong 
statement about the stability of the pro-
gram going forward. 

However, a loss on Saturday would 
certainly make the future a bit hazier. 
Due to the nature of college sports, 
not having a coach can be scary for a 
program, especially in terms of recruit-
ing. In order to minimize the damage of 
a change, the decision should be made 
quickly in order to give the new regime 
a legitimate shot at salvaging a recruit-
ing class for the year.  

Even if the athletic department plays 
its cards right and does make a decision 
in the next few weeks, and even if that 
decision is to move in a new direction, 
Columbia will face an uphill battle in 
finding a new head coach. The Lions 
graduate their three biggest offensive 
weapons this year, as well as most of the 
offensive line, and there is little proven 
depth behind these seniors. Recruiting 
football players to Columbia has never 
been easy (for reasons I will never un-
derstand), and doing it after the pro-
gram’s potential “poster season” went 
south will be even more difficult. 

Interestingly, Wilson’s strength during 
his Columbia tenure has been recruit-
ing. Whatever class he is preparing to 
line up for next year will likely be better 
than anything a new replacement could 
muster. Which begs the question: how 
can the Lions maintain continuity and 
recruit through a coaching change in ad-
dition to making the decision quickly?   

Your simple answer: promote an 
assistant. 

Now I know promoting a Wilson 
staff member to take his position seems 
less like a concerted effort to change 
the direction of Columbia football and 
more like a lazy, cheap, quick fix. And 
I am not usually a proponent of elevat-
ing an assistant on a team that has had 
problems with consistency in energy and 
effort. In those situations, someone fresh 
is often the best way to go. But I believe 
that there is a Columbia assistant who 
deserves consideration. 

Enter Aaron Kelton. The second-
year defensive coordinator has coached 
the team’s best unit over the past two 
seasons, and his defenses at Virginia 
State, where he spent five years as de-
fensive coordinator prior to joining the 
Lions, were consistently good as well. 
He is also a solid recruiter since he has 
experience as the recruiting coordina-
tor at both Virginia State and Concord 
College. He preaches defense, is enor-
mously respected by the players, and 
would best achieve continuity for the 
football program going forward. His 
lack of head coaching experience is a 
concern, but his familiarity with the 
program would likely make the transi-
tion to head man easier.   

It will certainly be understandable if 
the athletic department decides to go in 

T h e  M o u t h 
T h a t  R o a r e d

T o m
D i  B e n e d e tt  o

Storylines remain 
for football in    
final weekend

Lions take on Big East foe in season opener
Game at DePaul to 
serve as measure 
for state of team

File photo
Crowning victory  |  Penn’s weekend win against Harvard secures its piece of the prize come the end of football 
season. Harvard must beat Yale and count on the Quakers to lose if it wants a place atop the Ivy rankings.

SEE Football, page 2SEE Di Benedetto, page 2

Rank Ivy Power Rankings Last 
Week

1
penn (7-2, 6-0 Ivy)

The Quakers finished off 
the Crimson in dramatic 

fashion on Saturday 
with a late goal-line 

stand and now control 

their own destiny.

2
2

harvard (6-3, 5-1 IVY)
After falling 17-7 to the 

Quakers, the Crimson 
need a win coupled with 

a Penn loss to clinch a 
share of the crown.

1
3

brown (6-3, 4-2 IVY)
The Bears should cement 

a strong season with a 

victory over the Lions

 on Saturday. 
3

4
yale (4-5, 2-4 ivy)

The Bulldogs suffered a 

major blow by losing to 

Princeton, but are  still 

pumped up for The Game.
4

5
columbia (3-6, 2-4 IVY)

The Lions may have 

salvaged their season 

with a comeback win 

against the Big Red.
6

6
princeton (3-6, 2-4 IVY)

The Tigers came up huge 

with a win against Yale 

this week. Can they beat 
the Big Green?

8
7

dartmouth (2-7, 2-4 IVY)
The Big Green nearly 

pulled off an upset over 

the Bulldogs, but ended 

up falling in OT.
5

8
Cornell (2-7, 1-5 IVY)

The Big Red fell to 

Columbia this past 

Saturday and is doomed 

to be blown out by Penn 

this weekend.

7

The editors’ picks for the 
week ahead

What to 
Watch

Chargers vs. Broncos, Sunday, 
4:15 p.m., Denver, Colo.

Rangers vs. Capitals, Tuesday, 7 p.m., 
Madison Square Garden

Men’s basketball vs. Longwood, 
Friday, 7 p.m., Levien Gymnasium

The Chargers and the Broncos square off at 
Invesco Field with domination of the American 

Football Conference West on the line. Both teams 
hold a share of the division lead with 6-3 records.

Led by electrifying youngster Alexander 
Ovechkin, the Washington Capitals pay a visit 
to the Garden tonight. The Caps are tied with 
the Devils for first in the Eastern Conference.

The Lions open the home portion of their schedule 
against Longwood. Come watch captains Foley, 
Scott, and Bulger compete in front of a friendly 

crowd for the first time as seniors. 

NATIONAL:NEW YORK:COLUMBIA:

Quakers grab share of conference title
Around

The 
League

File photo
BIG EAST MATCHUP |  Sophomore guard Noruwa Agho is likely to go head-to-
head with DePaul’s Eric Wallace tonight in the Light Blue’s season opener.

COLUMBIA at Depaul

Allstate Arena, 9 p.m.
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