
BY BEN GITTELSON
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Columbia students protested 
outside Columbia Law School 
on Monday in opposition to for-
mer Columbia President Michael 
Sovern’s involvement in a lockout 
at the Sotheby’s auction house.

Sovern, who is currently a 
Law School professor, is the 
chairman of Sotheby’s, which 
replaced 42 art handlers after 
contract negotiations failed. 
Protestors said that Sotheby’s 
was attempting to cut those 
workers’ hours and pensions and 
that the unionized handlers have 
been replaced with non-union-
ized temp workers.

Yoni Golijov, CC ’12, decried 
Sotheby’s labor practices at the 
Columbia rally, which took place 
as part of the Student Week of 
Action, an offshoot of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement.

“Why would they effectively 
pay their CEO $60,000 a day 
when they demand their work-
ers work without pension? How 
does that make sense?” Golijov 
said. “I’ll tell you how it makes 
sense—it’s greedy.”

Mara Kravitz, GS/JTS ’12, 
created a Change.org petition to 
protest Sotheby’s treatment of 
the art handlers, which had 130 
signatures last night.

“If you’re denying pensions of 
workers, and yet some paint on a 
canvas can be worth millions of 
dollars, there’s a clear misunder-
standing of the value of things,” 
Kravitz said. “Real people haven’t 
been able to feed their families 
for 12 weeks because they’ve 
been locked out of their jobs.” 

In a statement, Sotheby’s 
spokesperson Diana Phillips said 
that the auction house had been 

bargaining with the art handlers 
in good faith since April, but was 
forced to replace the workers to 
avoid “a potential mid-season 
walk-off” during the fall sales 
season.

“We therefore took the unfor-
tunate but essential steps to tem-
porarily replace these colleagues 
with experienced art handlers 
until we are able to reach a new 
labor agreement,” Phillips said. 
“At that time, the 42 art handlers 
will be able to immediately return 
to their jobs, which is a develop-
ment we would all welcome.”

Sovern did not respond to 
requests for comment, and the 
University declined to comment. 

Kravitz explained that she 
didn’t believe Monday’s rally 
would end the lockout by itself, 
but that it would put pressure 
on Sovern and Sotheby’s. She 
said she wants professors to feel 

comfortable standing up against 
labor injustices.

“It’s not easy to stand up at a 
place like Columbia, where peo-
ple are constantly stressed out,” 
Kravitz said. “It’s easy to get 
sucked in.”

Police tried to get the ap-
proximately 20 protesters to 
move across 116th Street, citing 
public safety concerns and noise 
complaints from the Law School, 
although the protestors argued 
with them until they were al-
lowed to stay.

“If it was actually illegal, they 
definitely would have arrested 
us because they were pissed off,” 
Golijov said. “They were pissed 
off because they knew it wasn’t 
illegal.”

Nino Rekhviashvili, BC ’14, 
didn’t believe the officers’ jus-
tification for trying to move the 
protest across the street.

“I feel like calling the cops 
on the cops,” Rekhviashvili said. 
“If protests are going to be shut 
down before they have a chance 
to disseminate information, then 
there can be no protests.”

A police officer on the scene 
said the officers eventually decid-
ed to take a “softer approach” to 
the protestors and allowed them 
to stay in their original location.

“We’re not trying to take a 
heavy-handed approach,” the of-
ficer said. “We’re trying to take a 
diplomatic approach.”

Rekhviashvili emphasized 
the importance of participating 
in events like the rally and the 
Occupy movements.

“The more students, the more 
faculty, the more clerical workers 
participate, the more the issues 
we’re fighting for become appar-
ent,” Rekhviashvili said. 
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BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI
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You can see the site 
of Columbia’s future 
Manhattanville campus from 
the elevated subway platform of 
the 125th Street viaduct, but you 
might not expect the rattle of the 
subway train to be louder than 
the clamor of the construction 
equipment below. The differ-
ence is a state-of-the-art sound 
barrier—one of many innova-
tions designed to make the site 
environmentally friendly.

Construction officials have 
taken steps to reduce the proj-
ect’s ecological footprint by cut-
ting down on air pollution, the 
spread of dust, excessive noise, 
and building material waste—
and experts say it’s the real deal.  

Nilda Mesa, who was ap-
pointed the University’s first 
assistant vice president of envi-
ronmental stewardship in 2006, 
said that discussions about green 
building were part of the earliest 
stages of the planning process 
for Manhattanville.

“It’s frankly not always what 
people expect out of Columbia, 
but we are really working to do 
the right thing,” Mesa said.

The Manhattanville team’s 
efforts to create a sustainable 
construction site include a part-
nership with the Environmental 
Defense Fund, a nonprofit en-
vironmental advocacy group 
which signed an agreement with 
Columbia in 2007. Mesa recalled 
visiting the World Trade Center 
memorial and the South Ferry 
subway station with EDF staff to 
look for examples of innovations 
in green construction.

“You can tell the community 
that they will benefit, so they 
aren’t just opposing the whole 
thing,” Isabelle Silverman, an 
EDF attorney, said. “They don’t 
want more trucks and they don’t 
want more noise, but they know 
that they can also get benefits 
and that they’re not just the ones 
suffering from it.”

Registering Manhattanville 
buildings with LEED–a green 
building certification system–
gave the team a framework for 
how to address each area of sus-
tainability. The aim is for all of 
the University buildings on the 
Manhattanville campus earn at 
least a LEED silver rating. 

fresh air
One of the first dilemmas 

that Columbia faced was ensur-
ing that the construction project 
wouldn’t worsen air quality in 
Upper Manhattan. 

“With heavy construction 
equipment and trucks, people 
have been having trouble get-
ting a hand on emissions,” Mesa 
said. “We wanted to push the 
market by stating right from the 
beginning that this was a project 
we wanted to design as a green 
project and we wouldn’t take no 
for an answer.”

All of the site’s construc-
tion equipment, including seven 
cranes, use ultra-low-sulfur die-
sel fuel, which releases smaller 
amounts of air pollutants when 
burned as required by New York 
City law. What the law doesn’t 
require–and what Columbia’s 
Manhattanville construction 
team has utilized–are particulate 
filters to further reduce emissions 
from construction equipment.

“To use the particulate fil-
ter, the exhaust is trapped, so 
it makes for low emission of 
diesel particles that we would 
worry about the most,” Patrick 
Kinney, a professor of envi-
ronmental health sciences at 
the Mailman School of Public 
Health, explained. “It is much 

cleaner than it would otherwise 
be. It’s the same technology that 
the city uses in buses and sani-
tation trucks, and for the most 
part you can’t see exhaust out of 
buses anymore.”

Kinney conducted research 
in the 1990s that measured air 
quality in Upper Manhattan 
and advised the development 
of sustainable technologies at 
the Manhattanville construc-
tion site.

In 2009, Columbia was 
awarded a $2 million grant from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency to retrofit 78 construc-
tion vehicles with particulate 
filters. Used with the ultra-low-
sulfur diesel fuel, tests conduct-
ed by Columbia have shown that 
they can reduce emissions by 
more than 90 percent.

Reducing the harmful par-
ticulate matter produced from 
construction sites provided 
room for innovation. Philip 
Pitruzzello, vice president for 
Manhattanville development, 
said that part of the University’s 
role in the Manhattanville ex-
pansion will be educating oth-
ers on the green construction 
methods that work on their site. 

“We wanted to find out what 
the latest technologies were, 
and if there was anything else 
we could be implementing,” 
Pitruzzello said. “With the EDF 
partnership, they can bring these 
ideas to other projects. We’re liv-
ing proof that it can be done, and 
the EDF can say, ‘Call Columbia. 
They’re doing it.’”

dusty development
Another potentially harm-

ful side effect of construction is 
dust, which can be tracked into 
the neighborhood and surround-
ing streets by trucks leaving the 
work site. To address that prob-
lem, Columbia came up with a 
liquid fix. 

A truck wash device at the 
site’s exit shoots water at the 
undercarriages of trucks as they 
drive over it, and the water is re-
cycled afterward.

Kinney explained that when 
dust dries, it gets re-suspended 
and impacts air quality, though 
not as much as diesel emissions. 
But it’s something that produc-
es similar complaints from local 
residents. 

“We generally don’t worry as 
much about dust, because it is less 
toxic than the exhaust,” Kinney 
said. “The dust is the bigger par-
ticles, the more toxic particles are 
in the exhaust. If you don’t cap-
ture them, they’ll stick together 
and conglomerate in the atmo-
sphere, and then they can get into 
the bloodstream and the lungs 
and have adverse health effects.”

Jeremy Friedman is man-
ager of sustainability initiatives 
at New York University, where 
academic buildings have had 
their own LEED success. NYU’s 
most recent project, Wilf Hall, is 

BY CASEY TOLAN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

After a decade-and-a-
half struggle, advocates for a 
Morningside Heights historic 
district feel they are closer than 
ever to official recognition—but 
it remains to be seen if the city’s 
preservation commission will 
accept their proposal.

The Morningside Heights 
Historic District Committee 
has lobbied the city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission for 
historic status since 1996 to no 
avail. A breakthrough occurred 
in September 2010, when the 

LPC members said they would 
begin discussions about des-
ignating part of Morningside 
Heights as historic. But the 
proposal the commission put 
forward focused on preserv-
ing only Riverside Drive and 
Claremont Avenue—a fraction 
of the neighborhood.

“The community balked at 
it, and asked the commission to 
come back because they didn’t 
think it was enough,” Graduate 
School of Architecture, Planning 
and Preservation Professor 
Andrew Dolkart, who has writ-
ten a book about the history of 
Morningside Heights, said. 

“We’ve been pushing very 
hard ever since” to get his-
toric status, Gretchen Borges, 
vice president of the MHHDC, 
said. The committee held sev-
eral meetings with the LPC 
since then, expressing concern 
and submitting documentation 
on the neighborhood. Members 
are now hoping that the LPC is 
expanding the original borders 
and that word will come direct-
ly from the commission in the 
coming weeks.

But Borges and Gregory 
Dietrich, an advisor to the 
MHHDC board and a profes-
sional preservation consultant, 

said that it has already taken 
too long. The LPC has “re-
ally dropped the ball on this,” 
Borges said.

The LPC did not respond to 
multiple requests for comment 
from Spectator.

“Meanwhile they’re desig-
nating historic car garages,” 
Dietrich said. “We have one 
of the most exemplary cam-
puses in the U.S. of Beaux-Arts 
planning. We have the high-
est concentration of historic 
institutions of learning in the 
country.”

M’ville construction
tests green efforts 
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GREEN TEAM  |  Philip Pitruzzello, vice president for Manhattanville development, demonstrates the site’s truck wash station. 
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AUCTION AUTHORITY  |  Students called for Columbia Law professor and chairman of Sotheby’s 
Michael Sovern to end the lockout of over 40 art handlers after failed contract negotiations.
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This comedy-musical by Cornell grad 
Mark Blackman will premiere at the 
Apollo on Saturday, Nov. 19.

‘Welcome to Harlem’ 

Hear public defenders and an assistant 
DA speak about their experiences 
and network with public sector 
representatives.

Lerner 569, 8-9 p.m.

The Light Blue football team has 
proven week after week that it is 
unable to produce results after the 
halftime break,making finding its 
first win that much more difficult.

Lions fail to capitalize  
in third quarters

“This was a project 
we wanted to 
design as a green 
project and we 
wouldn’t take no for 
an answer.”

—Nilda Mesa, assistant 
VP of environmental 

stewardship
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Locals still waiting for word on MoHi historic district

Students protest Sovern’s ties to Sotheby’s lockout 

Law and Order: Pros-
ecuting and Defending 
Crime

Pollution filters, truck washes 
among steps to reduce effects 

Po Linn Chia debates the idea of a 
mother language.

Tongue-tied

Columbia’s population needs to 
better represent minorities. 

True diversity
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local worries
If Morningside Heights were 

to become a historic district, 
residents would be prohibited 
from changing building exteri-
ors without a permit from the 
LPC. While it is fairly easy to get 
a permit for minor work, Dolkart 
said that bigger projects, such as 
building new buildings, tearing 
down a building, or “doing some-
thing controversial to the façade 
of the building,” would require 
a public hearing and a commis-
sion vote.

Borges and Dietrich said that 
the neighborhood needs the his-
toric designation soon to avoid 
the threat of development proj-
ects. Those include what Borges 
calls “a rather atrocious” apart-
ment building on the corner of 
Morningside Drive and 110th 
Street, built on the grounds of 
the Cathedral of Saint John the 
Divine.

Some view Columbia it-
self as a threat. Last year, the 
University tore down a row of 
three buildings they owned on 
115th Street off of Morningside 
Drive. According to Dietrich 
and Borges, they were among 
the oldest residential buildings 
in the neighborhood.

Now, they said they are wor-
ried about the University’s re-
cent acquisition of the former 
convents on 113th Street off of 
Riverside Drive. They were de-
signed by a “very distinguished 
architect, C.P.H. Gilbert … and 
they have been universally 
praised,” Dietrich said.

“The question is, what are 
they going to be doing … if the 
community is not involved in 
that discussion?” Dietrich said.

University spokesperson 
Victoria Benitez said that Co-
lumbia “has long been a good 
steward of the valuable archi-
tectural legacy of our campus 
and community.” 

“We have previously stated 
that we would be interested in 
the study of an appropriately-
defined district in the area,” 
she said. 

“Frankly, there is a lot of 
good that the University has 
done,” including restoring 
some buildings in the commu-
nity, Dietrich said. “The com-
mittee is not really here to slam 
any institution in particular, 
but basically to say, ‘We would 
like to engage you, we want to 

be part of the discussion,’ and 
it is just a little curious that a 
neighborhood such as this … 
which is really extraordinarily 
significant, has gotten short 
shrift over the years.”

gaining support
Ever since last year’s 

Riverside-Claremont proposal 
was presented, there has been 
debate about the boundaries of 
the historic district.

Dietrich said that the com-
mittee has proposed boundar-
ies that encompass most of the 
neighborhood, from Riverside 
to Morningside Parks and from 
110th to 125th streets.

This proposal has met with 
local support at MHHDC out-
reach events, Borges said.

“We’re trying to engage the 
community,” she said, adding 
that there’s never been “a dis-
senting voice in our events.”

But residents aren’t all in 
agreement. 

“What is historic about 
it?” Tim Greyts, Morningside 
Heights resident asked. “Low 
Library, maybe, but certainly my 
building isn’t historic.”

“It ’s a great idea,” 
Morningside Heights resident 
Will Balliett said. “The main 
person to protect against is 
Columbia. We like them as a 
neighbor some of the time, but 
they’re not careful or sensible 
most of the time.” He said he was 
unhappy about the University’s 
history of tearing down build-
ings to build dormitories.

The committee has been 
collecting signatures, holding 
events in the neighborhood, 
and working to educate the com-
munity, which Dietrich said was 
very important. He also pushed 
back against the idea that a 
historic district would pro-
hibit all future change in the 
neighborhood.

“Once you’re designated 
[as historic], your property is 
not frozen in time,” he said. 
“The commission does approve 
changes, and often substantive 
changes, to historic buildings.”

Within the neighborhood, the 
LPC has already designated a 
dozen individual landmarks, and 
there are eight on the National 
Register of Historic Places, ac-
cording to data provided by the 
MHHDC.

“We’re not a lone voice,” 
Borges said.

Several public officials have 

also voiced their support for 
the proposal, including City 
Council member Inez Dickens 
and State Senator Daniel 
O’Donnell, who Borges said has 
been “the main operating en-
ergy” for the movement in past 
years. O’Donnell and his staff 
“did a lot of work documenting 
the neighborhood” and advo-
cating for historic district sta-
tus, she said.

sense of place
“I’m in favor of more historic 

landmarks here, but I’m not sure 
I’m in favor of designating every 
building in the neighborhood,” 
Dolkart said. On some of the 
blocks between Broadway and 
Riverside, for example, there are 
some properties that are “among 
the most banal row houses in 
New York.”

Dolkart suggested designat-
ing the Riverside-Claremont dis-
trict and select blocks between 
Broadway and Amsterdam. 
“There are institutions that are 
really important that are not 
landmarked,” he said. “I rank 
Teachers College as the number 
one building in New York that is 
not a landmark.”

“I think that really the ap-
proach right now in the commit-
tee is to look at the area holisti-
cally and let this play out through 
discussions with the landmarks 
commission,” Dietrich said.

In order for the LPC to ap-
prove the district, it “has to 
have a sense of place, you have 
to have a feeling that you’re 
in a place that’s separate, and 
have landmarks that are of ar-
chitectural, historical, or cul-
tural value to the city,” Dolkart 
said—something he argues that 
Morningside Heights has.

“There’s a monumentality 
here,” Dietrich said. “You look 
at any one of these, whether it’s 
St. John the Divine, Riverside 
Church, Low Library … there’s 
certainly that aspect.”

The neighborhood has a long 
history. Remnants from the or-
phanage and insane asylums that 
dominated the neighborhood 
in the 1800s remain, including 
Columbia’s Buell Hall, which 
was once part of the asylum.

Pointing out the detail on 
the row house façades on 113th 
Street, Dietrich said, “I would 
defy anybody to walk down the 
street and tell me there’s not a 
distinct sense of place here.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

seeking a Platinum rating—the 
highest on LEED’s scale.

“The most important thing 
to keep in mind is not, ‘is an en-
tity doing any green practices 
for construction,’ it’s to evaluate 
which green practices are most 
impactful, and whether the entity 
is prioritizing the difficult-but-
important actions, rather than 
the easy-and-unimportant ones,” 
Friedman wrote in an email.

As far as air quality protec-
tion measures are concerned, 
Kinney said that he is satisfied 
with Columbia’s efforts. “It is 
very impressive what they’ve ac-
complished, and the safeguards 
seem to be really effective,” he 
said. “They’re doing all that I 
could imagine them doing. What 
I’d like to see is some air moni-
toring data, and hopefully that 
will be forthcoming.”

space and timing
The site also recycles and 

reuses much of its material, in-
cluding lumber, wood, brick, 
and concrete. Mesa said that al-
though the average amount of 

materials recycled in New York 
City is about 75 percent, the 
Manhattanville construction site 
has regularly reached a recycling 
rate of 90 percent.

“In part there’s not a tradi-
tion of it and space and timing 
are challenges,” Mesa said. “It’s 
still a developing area in NYC, 
but it’s not as hard as it was four 
years ago, and we’re showing 
that it’s not now.”

Besides air pollution, 
Columbia is also seeking to 
reduce sound pollution at 
Manhattanville. Surrounding 
the site of Phase 1 construction, 
which will include the Jerome 
L. Greene science center and the 
new Business School buildings, 
is a sound barrier, which is tilted 
inward and made of absorbent 
material. 

“The complete fencing with 
a noise barrier is unusual,” said 
Ramesh Raman, executive di-
rector of environmental field 
compliance for Manhattanville 
development. 

Columbia planners have also 
installed new storm sewers to 
divert and filter stormwater to 
the Hudson instead of sending 

it to city sanitation plants—
which could help Columbia earn 
LEED credits for stormwater 
management. 

“Normally there would only 
be one sanitary sewer for the 
entire neighborhood, and all the 
stormwater would be diverted 
there during extreme weather 
conditions,” Mesa said. “When 
the plants get overburdened, 
they end up dumping the excess 
in the Hudson. By installing our 
own storm sewers, we reduce 
those overflow conditions.”

On site, Raman points to a hay 
bale in the middle of the street, 
which acts as a filter to stop dirt 
buildup, as one example of how 
the development team hopes to 
make an impact on green build-
ing in the future. 

“We want to spread the 
knowledge of how this works,” 
Pitruzzello said. “We don’t want 
to hoard it. We’re an educational 
institution, so we want to propa-
gate this elsewhere. When the 
workers go to other construc-
tion sites, they can say that they 
know that it is healthier to do 
this another way.”
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MoHi historic district still a possibility
MOHI from front page

M’VILLE from front page

CU reduces emissions at M’ville site

“We were trying to make him 
beat us, and he did,” Smith said. 

In its previous game against 
Roanoke, Furman improved 
its shooting efficiency after 
halftime as well, shooting 31.4 
percent in the first period but 
recovering to 39.1 percent for 
the game.

Furman switched defensive 
schemes in the second half to 
play a man-on-man defense 
which stifled the Lions’ offense. 
The Light Blue only scored 14 
points in the first 12 minutes of 
the second half, though it fin-
ished the period with 28 after a 
high-scoring final four minutes 

which saw the Paladins out-
score the Lions 15-11. 

Barbour highlighted the 
Lions’ offensive troubles. 

“They’re big, they’re coming 
over and making it tough for us 
to finish,” Barbour said. “We al-
ways talk about kicking it out. I 
think we need to do that more if 
we’re struggling to finish.”

The sentiments were echoed 
by the coach. 

“They defended us really 
well in the second half, and we 
couldn’t get it done,” Smith said.

“You’ve just got to finish 
sometimes, too,” Barbour added.

A positive in the loss was the 
strong play of freshmen guard 
Alex Rosenberg and center Cory 
Osetkowski. Rosenberg had 

seven points to go with seven 
rebounds in 25 minutes that at 
times demanded he play as a for-
ward, while Osetkowski played 
27 minutes and scored seven 
points with four rebounds. 

Smith praised the rookies’ 
efforts while making it clear 
that putting them on the court 
for long wasn’t part of the ini-
tial plan. 

“Alex gives us a skillful guy 
that can play both forward spots,” 
Smith said. “He’s quick and can 
bother some guys. Cory will be 
good. I really didn’t want to play 
them that much tonight, but Mark 
couldn’t stay out of foul trouble.”

Columbia will look for its 
first win of the season against 
American on Saturday.

BY HAHN CHANG
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia men’s cross 
country team and freshman 
women’s cross country run-
ner, Waverly Neer, are head-
ing to the NCAA Cross Country 
National Championships at 
Indiana State University.

The Lions’ men’s team, 
ranked 22nd nationally, and 
Neer qualified after impressive 
performances at the 2011 NCAA 
Northeast Regionals. The men 
finished with 96 points, rank-
ing third overall amongst the 
36 teams. Junior Mike Murphy, 
who finished 14th out of 240 
runners, led the Light Blue 
with a time of 31:40.9 in the 
10k race. Murphy finished just 
seconds ahead of teammates 
Leighton Spencer (18th over-
all, 31:49.1), Kyle Merber (20th, 
31:55.3), Nico Composto (21st, 
31:56.4), and Justin Heck (23rd, 
32:04.7). Ben Veilleux and 

Jacob Sienko took 40th and 
41st, respectively.

All the Light Blue’s men’s 
runners finished in the top 
17 percent at the Regional 
Championships and narrow-
ly missed out on earning an 
automatic bid to the NCAA 
National Championships, since 
the team finished third behind 
Syracuse and Iona. However, 
with its strong performance 
all season—particularly at the 
Ivy League Heptagonal Cross 
Country Championships in 
October and the Regional 
Championships this past 
Saturday—Columbia earned 
one of the 13 at-large bids for 
the National Championships. 
This is the first time since 2005 
that either one of Columbia’s 
cross country squads quali-
fied as a team for the National 
Championships.

Freshman Waverly Neer 
finished 5th out of 243 run-
ners with a time of 20:44.6 

in the women’s 6k race. Neer 
completed the race within five 
seconds of second place, and 
led the Lions to a fourth place 
finish overall. The women’s 
team finished overall with 151 
points, only 24 points from 
making an automatic bid. 
While the Light Blue had a 
strong résumé and case to be 
awarded an at-large bid for the 
National Championships, only 
Neer qualified to represent the 
Lions at NCAAs in her home 
state of Indiana.

The Lions also had strong 
performances from Caroline 
McDonough (13th, 21:08.7), 
Clare Buck (37th, 21:42.8), 
Noelle Van Rysselberg (39th, 
21:48.6), Emily Lanois (57th, 
22:11.1), Anne Carey (67th, 
22:19.5), and Mallory Anderson 
(88th, 22:44.4).

The National Championships 
will be broadcast live on NCAA.
com from noon to 1:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 21.

Cross country heading to nationals

BASKETBALL
from back page

in a competitive league—
feels almost like the lowest of 
the lows. The team showed 
tremendous courage and 
grit by bouncing back from a 
six-match spell earlier in the 
year that would have crushed 
many teams and put up a far 
more than commendable at-
tempt for the Ivy title. I really 
think it’s a tragedy that the 
script didn’t have a fairy-
tale ending for the Columbia 
men’s soccer team.

I’m not yet ready to say 
that life goes on—call me a 
nut but this will take time—
but since the sun has now set 
on the season, I think I should 
force myself to start looking 
ahead at a program that is 
going in the right direction. I 
really believe the men’s soc-
cer team can send a message 

to not only the other sports 
at Columbia but to the rest of 
the Ivy League.

For other sports at 
Columbia, the message is 
simple: Keep the faith because 
a team can go from being win-
less in the league in 2006 and 
2007 to within one goal of the 
Ivy title in 2011. Granted, not 
every Columbia sports team 
can very easily have a large 
contributing recruiting class 
like men’s soccer did with the 
class of 2012, but it’s clearly 
something that others can take 
inspiration from. 

For the rest of the league: 
Watch out. I know that the 
eight graduating seniors will 
leave a gap that needs filling, 
but they leave behind a strong 
foundation in place for the 
team to blast off from. 

Integrity, passion, de-
termination, excellence, 

and respect are all words I 
see time and time again on 
Columbia’s athletic apparel. 
Normally I don’t think twice 
about the relevance and 
meaning of those words, and 
I dismiss them. This weekend 
was different. I saw a team 
really display all those quali-
ties. I was proud to be there 
watching them. I was proud 
that they fought till the end. I 
was proud that they represent 
the school I call my own. I’m 
proud of the 2011 iteration of 
our men’s soccer team. And 
while I will be thinking about 
this weekend for a while, I 
can’t wait to see what the 
team does next year.  

Mrinal Mohanka is a 
Columbia College senior 

majoring in economics. He is a 
sports editor for Spectator.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Soccer has bright future despite sorrow

Basketball starts strong, unable to finish
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BY JADE BONACOLTA 
Columbia Daily Spectator 

When CoLab, CBC, and Orchesis are 
put together in one weekend, dance lov-
ers get much more than an amalgam of 
abbreviations. These three Barnard and 
Columbia dance troupes will present 
their fall showcases from Nov. 18 to 20.

CoLab, an eclectic Barnard dance 
group, performs Friday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 
p.m., and Saturday, Nov. 19 at 2 and 7:30 
p.m., in the Glicker-Milstein Theatre 
(better known as the Diana Black Box). 
Students can reserve free tickets at the 
TIC.

The Columbia Ballet Collaborative 
showcases its production on Friday, 
Nov. 18 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 19 at 
8 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 20 at 8 p.m. 
The first three performances will be 
at the Manhattan Movement and Arts 
Center Theatre (248 W. 60th St., be-
tween West End and 10th avenues). The 
Sunday performance will take place in 
Barnard’s Marion Streng Studio. Tickets 
are $7 with a CUID, $15 without, and are 
available online or at the door.

The third dance group, Orchesis, 
performs metamORCHESIS on 
Friday, Nov. 18 at 9 p.m., and Sunday, 
Nov. 20 at 2 p.m., in Lerner Hall’s 
Roone Arledge Auditorium. Tickets 
are $5 with a CUID and $10 without 
at the TIC.

Much time and effort are put into 
creating these dance performances. 
Each of the various pieces that makes 
up CoLab’s show has been rehearsed 
for at least two hours a week. “Every 
few weeks, we have a ‘group showing’ 
where we give feedback and comment 
on everyone’s work,” CoLab co-presi-
dent Nicole Cerutti, BC ’12, said. There 
are 30 to 35 dancers in the troupe, and 
the dances are choreographed by indi-
vidual undergraduate students. 

 “Part of our group mission state-
ment is focusing on the process,” CoLab 
co-president Taryn McGovern, BC ’13, 
said. “It tends to generate more experi-
mental and abstract work. We’re more 
casual than the other groups, so we defi-
nitely welcome people to stick around 
after and give feedback.” 

 The co-presidents maintain some 
mystery around their performance. 

“Expect surprises,” Cerutti said. 
McGovern added, “The type of 

dance is very hard to define. It’s really 
all over the map and I think people 
will see a very diverse and exciting 
show.” 

The second group, CBC, is a selective 
ballet group choreographed by profes-
sionals in NYC who apply to lead the 
group for the semester. Choreographers 
for this performance are Emery 
LeCrone, Kimi Nikaidoh, Lisa de Ribere, 
Bennyroyce Royon, Claudia Schreier, 
and Laura Ward.

“Our main choreographer has been 
with us since our first year, but lots of 
new and young choreographers in the 
city contact us. We have a space and 
dancers for them to work with,” said 
Caitlin Dieck, GS ’13 and CBC director 
of public relations.

The group’s fall performance will 
feature a variety of ballet styles. “Some 
pieces are more classical ballet and 
some are definitely not,” Dieck said. 
“Some people think of ballet as just 
‘Swan Lake,’ but that’s definitely not 
all there is.”

CBC dancers practice together about 
four hours a week. Both the New York 
Times and Dance Magazine have cov-
ered CBC in recent years. Past articles 
have reviewed CBC performances and 
focused on the challenges of balanc-
ing ballet with a Barnard or Columbia 
education.

While CBC uses professional cho-
reographers, Orchesis dances are 
student-choreographed. The group 
has been rehearsing for an hour a 
week since the first week of school. 
Orchesis guarantees that every dancer 
who auditions will be cast. This se-
mester, there are about 170 dancers. 
“The biggest challenge was figuring 
out how to accommodate everyone,” 
Orchesis producer Victoria Pollack, 
BC ’12, said.

The dance troupe will feature mul-
tiple genres of dance, including ballet, 
jazz, tap, and modern. “We have more 
contemporary pieces in this show,” 
Pollack said, comparing it to other re-
cent Orchesis shows. “We’ve added 
hip-hop interludes, which is exciting 
because we haven’t had a hip-hop piece 
in a couple semesters.”

BY DAVID FROOMKIN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Introducing the Sunday, Nov. 13 per-
formance of “Iphigenia at Aulis” at Miller 
Theatre, director and head of acting in 
the Theatre Division of School of the Arts 
Kristin Linklater noted that the produc-
tion was a staged reading, as if to preface 
the show with a warning. No warning was 
necessary.

It may have been a staged reading, 
but it was a sophisticated one. The set 
was sparse yet sufficient. Though hardly 
extensive, the lighting effects were well-
chosen and supported the atmosphere of 
the play. The performance was also ac-
companied by Linklater’s excellent music 
selections, which created an appropriate 
mood of both mourning and affirmation.

Presented by the Center for the 
Core Curriculum in collaboration 
with the Theatre Arts Division of the 
School of the Arts and Miller Theatre, 
and performed by the Acting Class of 
the Theatre Division of SoA, the play 
was targeted primarily at students in 
Literature Humanities familiar with 
Euripides. Nevertheless, it was open 
to the entire Columbia College com-
munity. The production was the most 
recent in a series of SoA’s annual stag-
ings of Greek tragedies. “Medea” was 
produced last year.

The MFA acting students cast in the 
play made it accessible and enjoyable. 
Strong leads and an interesting Chorus 
brought the play to life. Nika Ezell Pappas 
(Clytemnestra) gave a particularly pow-
erful performance, recognizing the ten-
sion between her character’s fierce fight 
to protect her daughter and the inevitable 
tragedy of the play’s end. She was con-
vincing in moments of both strength and 
softness.

Hardy Pinnell (Agamemnon) was also 
strong, conveying the enormous difficulty 
of his character’s choice and its extensive 
emotional consequences. He portrayed 
both Agamemnon’s strength and weak-
ness with vigor. However, his exagger-
ated sobs occasionally detracted from the 
integrity of his performance.

Allison Minick was excellent as 
Iphigenia, particularly toward the end of 
the play, when she realizes and accepts 
her fate. Her emotional arc was convinc-
ing and poignant, most notably in her 
evolving interactions with Pinnell and in 
her final speech, in which Iphigenia real-
izes the significance of her death.

The well-choreographed Chorus was 
amusing, and, intriguingly, individual 
members of the Chorus were differenti-
ated, given their own personalities and 
even their own lines.

Following the performance, a panel 
comprised of Linklater, Helene Foley, 
a professor of classics at Barnard, 
and Christia Mercer, the Literature 
Humanities chair and professor of phi-
losophy at Columbia, accompanied the 
cast to take questions and address several 
of the play’s themes.

Linklater, a renowned vocal technique 
expert, discussed her unusual decision to 
have the Chorus sing many of its lines, a 
decision that Foley characterized as faith-
ful to the original form of Greek tragedy. 
The production used an original score 
by Linklater and David Skeist based on 
themes from Richard Wagner and Henry 
Purcell’s operatic interpretations of the 
Greek tragedy.

When asked which translation of the 
play she chose, Linklater identified that 
of poet W. S. Mervin, jokingly adding, “I 
can’t say I looked at more than eight or 
10 translations.”

Mercer commented on the play’s focus 
on suffering, which she suggested was a 
focus of many of the texts in Literature 
Humanities, along with the conflict be-
tween fate and justice. “At least in this 
case there is a kind of meaning,” she said.

The panel also discussed the play’s 
humor. It may be a tragedy, but the full 
house laughed frequently and audibly. 
“It’s terrible, but are we supposed to be 
laughing?” Mercer asked.

“I think it’s absolutely in the text from 
the beginning,” Foley answered. “It’s what 
the playwright likes to do.”

Pinnell opined that the humor fits well 
with the tragedy of the play. “We all know 
that when we laugh, we are very close to 
crying,” he said.

Students interested in seeing the se-
quel to “Iphigenia at Aulis” can find a 
production of “Iphigenia in Tauris” at the 
Lion Theatre that runs through Dec. 4.

BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

While Occupy Wall Street-ers be-
moan unemployment rates, Harlem 
resident and recent Cornell grad Mark 
Blackman goes to show that sometimes 
being fired is a good thing. Two years 
after being dropped from the payroll of 
a headhunting firm, Blackman is about 
to release “Welcome to Harlem,” a mu-
sical-comedy film that he wrote and 
starred in, at the Apollo Theater (253 W. 
125th St., between Frederick Douglass 
Boulevard and Seventh Avenue). The 
premiere is Saturday, Nov. 19, at 8 p.m. 

Blackman graduated from Cornell 
in 2006 with a degree in electrical and 
computer engineering but knew he 
didn’t want to enter that field. He had 
been in Cornell’s improv group, the 
Whistling Shrimp—and in “Welcome to 
Harlem” wears one of its shirts—so he 
moved to New York City to try out be-
ing a comedian. “That would get tough 
doing comedy like three nights a week … 
till 2, 3 in the morning and then having to 
work the next day, so my work started to 
slack,” Blackman said. Eventually he was 
fired from his day job headhunting—and 
said it “turned out to be one of the most 
wonderful things that ever happened, 
because I’ve lived on unemployment 
benefits for many years since.” 

Blackman had to move to cheaper 
housing, though, and found a building 

on 151st Street that ended up inspir-
ing the screenplay for “Welcome to 
Harlem.” “It has a tremendous garden 
rooftop and lots of young people—art-
ists, student, social-working, ah, I 
don’t want to say poor, but poor types,” 
Blackman said.  

Based on his own experiences, 
Blackman wrote the movie about a 
character named Marty Blackstein 
(played by Blackman) who moves to a 
Harlem building and there finds a girl 
and a family of friends. Two other ro-
mances are featured in the story line—
one couple has just broken up and is 
trying to remain friends. The other has 
yet to come together, and the issue ap-
pears to be, as Blackman said, a “white-
black thing, poor-rich.” A group conflict 
against rising rents underlies the trio of 
romances. 

This is the second screenplay 
Blackman has written and the first to be 
realized. He knew from the outset that 
he wanted to make Harlem a central 
feature of the film. “I found this place 
that was actually really, really cool—
that everybody said was supposed to 
be scary but was in fact über-friendly 
and warm,” Blackman said.

When he first started writing the 
script, Blackman didn’t expect the 
program to come to fruition as quick-
ly as it did, but a string of connections 
in his building made it happen. Adam 
Brown, a downstairs neighbor, was the 

first person looped in to help write the 
music. Former neighbor Stefan Reed 
helped further put the wheels in mo-
tion, offering to direct. By spring 2010, 
Blackman had a team of around seven 
people and a business plan. 

It ultimately fell short of its $1 mil-
lion fundraising goal but came up with 
$250,000. Blackman supplied half the 
funds himself through a combination of 
an inheritance from his grandfather, per-
sonal savings, and, as he said, “a whole 
bunch of debt.” Blackman described this 
with the utmost calm—adding that they 
still need to sell several hundred tickets 
in the week-and-a-half before the pre-
miere to pay for the Apollo.  

In December of 2010, Blackman 
and his co-creators held downtown 
auditions to cast the film’s main 
roles. Everyone else in the movie is 
from Harlem. “That’s what it’s about, 
where it takes place,” Blackman said. 
“Neighborhood auditions were totally 
outrageous. Some of the craziest people 
and performances you’ll ever dream of. 
… Biker Alex or Princess Billy—you can’t 
act that.” Blackman found a place for a 
few of these crazy acts within the film.  

The amount of community sup-
port his team received surprised even 
Blackman. “Here we are right in the 
middle of everybody’s space, on the 
street and on the sidewalk every day 
for a month and a half, and people were 
not complaining,” he said. “People were 

trying to help in any way they could.” 
They shot the movie during March 

and April of 2011. Blackman’s favorite 
part of filming was the night they did a 
continuous pan of the block he lives on. 
“It like felt like you’re on a giant movie 
set,” Blackman said. “Here we are, these 
fucking kids who live up the street, are 
broke all the time … shooting a giant film 
and everybody’s gonna be in it. People, 
the neighborhood, had a lot of fun that 
night, and it just really pumped every-
body up.” 

Of the final product, Blackman said, 
“Movie’s fucking crazy. Some people 
will be mildly offended at the comedy. 
I am okay with that as a comedian.” 
Case in point: During a song and dance 
scene between the two characters about 
to get together, the camera slides over 
to a man presumably getting a blow job 
against the side of a building (no nudity 
is actually shown). 

Whether students decide to show 
up for the movie or not, perhaps they 
can take a cue from Blackman’s mindset 
toward life. “I’m very anti-job,” he said. 
“Not that people shouldn’t have jobs—
most people should for society to work 
well—but just as an option. You don’t 
have to do whatever it is that you think 
you’re supposed to be doing.”  

Of both his personal story and that 
in the film, Blackman said, “The hope 
is that it inspires people and opens the 
doors a little bit.”  

Welcome to Blackman’s singing and dancing Harlem

COURTESY OF MARK BLACKMAN

HARLEM SHAKE  |  The characters of “Welcome to Harlem,” above, break it down in a rollicking number. Many of the actors in the film are also Harlem residents.

SoA lights up 
Lit Hum with 
tragic staging 
and Core panel

MARIA CASTEX / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FOOTLOOSE  |  Student performers from CoLab, Columbia Ballet Collabora-
tive, and Orchesis cut loose in various productions of a dance-filled weekend.

“It’s terrible, but are 
we supposed to be 
laughing?”
—Christia Mercer, Lit Hum chair
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One weekend, three dance troupes—students can take their pick

 The accompanying music is as di-
verse as the dance genres, ranging from 
Radiohead to instrumental covers. 
Pollack said, “We have a really fun show 
lined up. It’s engaging for the audience 
to watch someone who loves what she’s 
doing. There are so many different fla-
vors of dance in this show. Say you don’t 
like classical ballet. Well, you’ll love our 

tap piece to Kanye West.”
All of these performances seem ready 

to showcase a broad range of genres to 
accommodate both the tastes of their 
dancers and those of a diverse audience. 
“The most important thing is for indi-
vidual artists to see how the audience 
reacts and whether they’ve achieved 
what they meant to,” McGovern said.
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Opening up a newspaper or turning 
on the television, we are inundated 

with scary stories about American edu-
cation. We have all heard the familiar 
statistics—the United States ranks 11th 
in the world in science and math scores, 
putting us behind Singapore, Taiwan, 
South Korea, and Japan, our competi-
tors in a global economy in which the 
United States will only continue to fall 
behind. The intense liberal arts focus 
that previously dominated the Western 
intellectual sphere has since been re-
placed with a passionate love affair for 
STEM—science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math—fields. For instance, President Obama has 
called for 10,000 more engineering graduates each year and 
an additional 100,000 teachers with STEM training. Here 
in New York, Mayor Bloomberg is holding a competition 
for a new engineering graduate school in the city—a move 
that many in his inner circle are hoping will be a lasting 
legacy for the mayor’s third term. On the university level, 
Columbia has been leading the bandwagon. Not only did 
University President Bollinger enter Bloomberg’s contest 
with plans for a 1.1 million-square-foot engineering facil-
ity in Manhattanville, but one only has to look as far as the 
Northwest Corner Building to see that the University’s 
focus for years now has been in STEM investment. While 
the focus on STEM fields in American education is cer-
tainly important so that we can compete on the world stage, 
the method by which we push students into engineering 
careers could be hampering intellectual exploration and 
independence.   

The top-down approach employed by government and 
education officials has sparked an interest in engineering 
for middle and high school students across the country. 
Yet despite the initial enthusiasm, chaotic first-year course 
loads packed with chemistry, physics, and calculus man-
age to drive many potential engineers out of the field by 
their second semester. As a national average, 40 percent of 
students who come to college as prospective science and 
engineering majors—even excluding pre-medical stu-
dents—either end up not graduating, or, more often, moving 
to another department of study. 

However, this problem has not been prevalent at 
Columbia. The reason is largely structural in nature. 

Columbia’s traditional undergraduate model, which allows 
students to attend either Columbia College or the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science, does a sound job of main-
taining stability and keeping engineering students loyal to 
their planned fields of study. Once students become a part 
of SEAS and establish themselves on an engineering track, 
changing gears becomes much more difficult than it does at 
colleges where STEM and liberal arts departments are un-
der one institution. Although internal transfers are possible, 
STEM-focused undergraduate schools keep more students 
fixed on engineering. The relative success of Columbia’s 
model can also be chalked up to the non-technical, intellec-
tual exploration that is encouraged. Providing access to lib-
eral arts concentrations keeps SEAS students well-rounded 
and quenches the thirst that some engineers feel for an 
escape from the constant cycle of math and science classes. 

Nonetheless, institutionalizing the separation between 
liberal arts and engineering comes at the price of stifling in-
tellectual freedom. Giving SEAS students a taste of humani-
ties classes can cause many to realize that pursuing a major 
in English or history might be more suitable for them than 
getting a Bachelor of Science in computer science. Yet by 
that point it is often too late. The internal transfer process is 
notoriously formidable, but students struggling in engineer-
ing programs are the ones who end up facing the biggest 
roadblocks. Since transfer applicants need a 3.5 cumula-
tive GPA to even be considered, SEAS students who find 
themselves drowning in physics or calculus end up stuck 
in a field in which they are struggling, and are ultimately 
unhappy. Understandably, the rigid transfer procedure is 
necessary to keep resources properly allocated and to pre-
vent a mass movement between the two schools. But some 
balance must be struck for those students who decide engi-
neering is simply no longer their passion. The same must be 
said for students in the college wishing to transfer to SEAS, 
but the trend—here at Columbia and nationally—has almost 
always been the other way around.  

While Columbia stands out among the crowd in that our 
undergraduate engineering program is not experiencing 
the brain drain that other schools face, perhaps this is a sign 
that our current system is too limiting. The college years 
are supposed to be used as a time for intellectual growth 
and exploration of study. Let us hope that our University is 
not too caught up in the STEM love affair to consider the 
needs of students. 

Jared Odessky is a first-year in Columbia College. He is the 
CCSC class of 2015 president. Worm in the Big Apple runs 

alternate Tuesdays. 

Keeping STEM rooted

Worm in 
the Big 
Apple

JARED 
ODESSKY

As an East Asian languages and cul-
tures major, I have no idea how the 

Core’s foreign language requirement 
affects the average Columbian. With five-
point, four-day-a-week language classes, 
EALAC sees the “satisfactory completion 
of the second term of an intermediate lan-
guage sequence” simply as the lead-in to 
a third or fourth year of study. The idea of 
not taking a foreign language is foreign to 
me. Language acquisition is not my forte. 
In fact, learning a language has always 
been my Achilles’ heel, the source of pre-
college academic shame and no small amount of cultural 
dissonance to go with it.

After all, the domain of native English speakers who 
are acceptably monolingual is fairly limited, and it belongs 
to the U.K., or to America, Canada, southern bits of the 
Commonwealth, etc. The idea of an international student 
sans a corresponding international language seems incon-
gruent—and perhaps rightly so. Without even leaving the 
country, many Americans are second- or third-generation 
speakers of a non-English mother tongue. They may never 
have gone to school for it, but they have a grasp of conversa-
tion and culture that comes from being born into a linguisti-
cally diverse household. What excuse, then, does a third-
generation Chinese-Singaporean who was gently coerced by 
government education into taking 11—11!—years of Mandarin 
have for being monolingual?

The frequent objection I hear from friends about my 
self-proclaimed status as linguistically challenged is that I 
am bilingual but simply not confident about the fact. This 
is untrue: Any self-respecting speaker of Mandarin cringes 
whenever I so much as open my mouth. It’s not just my 
pronunciation. I have the vocabulary of a not-very-well-read 
five-year-old. For all the good that immersion in Chinese 
schools and a Chinese-majority population did me, it didn’t 
give me a language I could think in, which I see as a rea-
sonable minimum requirement for something to be your 
“mother tongue.”

Mandarin isn’t my mother tongue. My mother doesn’t 
speak it. Neither does my father. They both grew up speak-
ing dialects of Chinese, each distinct enough for speakers 
to be mutually incomprehensible to each other. But it is 
my parents’ generation, not my own, that I would headline 
as international: “SECOND-GENERATION MIGRANT 
CHILDREN BORN INTO  MULTI-ETHNIC BRITISH 
COLONY, LEARN AT LEAST THREE LANGUAGES.” At 
some point in their lives they each picked up Cantonese, 
Teochew, English, and Malay. The memory of their geog-
raphies and cultures is imprinted on their linguistic palate. 
They never had to study abroad or migrate to pick up some-
thing new.

It is a funny side effect of globalization that my linguis-
tically endowed parents arbitrarily chose English as their 
household language and then raised me as bicultural but 
not bilingual. It’s not that I don’t identify with my Chinese 
heritage. Though I declare myself “Singaporean” and not 
“Chinese,” I will not and cannot deny the “Chinese-ness” 
I inherited. The sons and daughters of the diaspora un-
derstand this intrinsically. Hypenated-Americans (Asian-, 
African-, what have you) hyphenate themselves for deep 
reasons that aren’t always easy to break down. We keep 
our mother cultures. Most of the time, we keep our mother 
tongues.

But generations of the diaspora change over time, espe-
cially in the kind of world we live in today: one where you’re 
only ever a plane ride away from a potentially massive and 
long-term displacement from your cultural home base. I feel 
like I was disinherited from my parents’ mother languages, 
and I can’t wrap myself around the idea of having grown up 
fluent in them. That trilingual person would not be who I 
am today. My mother tongue is English, and for all the cul-
tural guilt I feel for saying that, it is true.

In Japanese—the language I’ve adopted for my stay in the 
States—the word for mother tongue is bo-go, the two pic-
tographs reading literally “mother” and “language.” It was 
Hideo Levy, the first non-Japanese author to achieve fame in 
Japan for writing in Japanese, who, in a recent speech given 
at Columbia, enlightened me to the word bo-koku-go—
“mother-country-language.” The two are different.

Your mother tongue, bogo, is the thing that sits closest to 
your heart, however incongruous it may be with your skin 
color or background. It is in that liberal mood that the Core’s 
language requirement freed me. It allowed me to shed the 
residual guilt I had for not knowing Mandarin, and it gave 
me the opportunity to learn the language I wanted instead of 
the language I ought to know.

On the other hand, the language of your mother country, 
bokokugo, is the language prescribed to you as the one you 
ought to know—the language of where you once came from. 
That place of origin may be very far away from you now. 
Does it matter? Perhaps that gap, far less than being a show 
of shame, is simply a show of how far you’ve come.

Po Linn Chia is a Columbia College junior majoring in East 
Asian languages and cultures. She is involved in CIRCA and 

the Global Recruitment Committee. Ever the Twain runs 
alternate Tuesdays. 

Second languages, 
second chances

Ever the 
Twain

PO LINN 
CHIA

BY ANDREA S. VIEJO

I sit in my Introduction to Latino Studies lecture every 
Monday and Wednesday—a unique scenario you wouldn’t 
usually encounter in an Ivy League classroom. I wouldn’t 
exactly say all of us are “Latinos,” but there is an over-
whelming majority of minority students enrolled—the guy 
from Trinidad and Tobago, the daughter of Dominican im-
migrants, the guy with the Indian background who claims 
to be “Latino at heart,” the African-American football 
player, and the girl who flew all the way from the incor-
porated U.S. territory of Samoa. A few seats away from 
me is the Mexican-American student whose family has 
been in the States for nearly a century, and then there are 
a couple of second-generation Mexican immigrants—one 
of whom claims her parents barely knew English when 
they came into the country, while the other had to move 
to the United States after her dad got a job promotion. I 
am not a U.S. minority, but I am an international student 
coming from a “Hispanic developing country” that iden-
tifies itself in how minority populations are visualized 
in the United States. It is refreshing to sit in a class with 
this type of demographic distribution, but I’m not sure 
that the Columbia University student body has reached 
a fully diverse profile.

A few days ago we started addressing the topic of af-
firmative action in U.S. college education. It suddenly 

turned into a very engaging debate. In the construction 
of a more equitable U.S. system, one would expect to re-
move all racial or ethnic labels from college applications. 
But this would imply that those societally disadvantaged 
racial or ethnic groups would have no help achieving 
social mobility. Or it could also mean that educational 
institutions would not be diverse enough, because only 
the elite have the resources to offer their children the 
educational tools to excel in academic placement.

This week, the student-led “Occupy Columbia” move-
ment is taking place. In various posters around campus 
it has advertised itself as “uniting to promote justice and 
equality on our campus.” What are the implications of 
the word “equality” in its statement? My recent expo-
sure to my Latino studies class has made me aware that 
equality can be a confounding and amorphous concept in 
world-class institutions like Columbia. We argue in class 
that college applications should not ask about race and 
ethnicity, yet none of my other lectures are as diverse as 
my Latino studies class. Minority students are still “mi-
norities” within this system. Efforts to reverse this situ-
ation, like the ones enacted through Academic Success 
Programs, deserve to be applauded. However, should we 
further reform the college admissions procedure and 
financial aid policies to help even more disadvantaged 
students end up here? I was shocked when it was recently 
published in Spectator that last fall about 75 percent of 

the international students received no financial aid. This 
means only 25 percent were minorities moving up in the 
global social stratosphere.

I wake up each morning in love with the ideology be-
hind this institution, its efforts to make us “world-class 
citizens,” and the diverse student body I can only learn 
from. I find it incredible that if the single most important 
force leading to upward social mobility in today’s world is 
education, then all the “minorities” in my Latino studies 
class have made it to the top by enrolling here. But the num-
ber of students who do this should be greater—especially 
at an international level. Columbia shouldn’t be a mirror 
of the white, elitist, rich stereotype that has characterized 
Ivy League institutions for so long, but should instead be 
a reflection of the diverse setting its Core Curriculum and 
NYC campus offer us. 

The author is a Columbia College first-year. 
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Equality can be a confounding and 
amorphous concept in world-class 
institutions like Columbia.
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BERKSHIRE SKI RENTAL 
Looking for comfy style farmhouse in 
Egremont, MA near ski slopes But-
ternut and Catamount? 3 BR house 
with large dining room, kitchen, living 
room (brick fireplace), 2 baths. Near 
French Park, dog run. 5 miles from 
Great Barrington. Avail Dec-March, 
by month or season. $1000/mo plus 
heating. Contact Phyllis at  (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

MUSIC PROF WANTED
Assess the world shifting masterpiece 
Nuclear Warrior. Will upgrade all mu-
sic schools. Email caljamscott@ya-
hoo.com

EGG DONOR NEEDED for Same Sex 
Couple. $15K-$20K + all expenses. 
Physician and Attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy, and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
THE COLUMBIA STUDENT CALLING 
Center is now hiring for immediate 
openings! 15-20 immediate openings 
with flexible schedules on campus. 
Make $12.75 per hour. Build your res-
ume, earn bonuses and show your 
Columbia pride! Apply online: Colum-
bia.TheCallingCenter.com. Questions: 
e-mail Jake at js4050@columbia.edu 
or call (212) 851-7997.

YOGA CLASSES IYENGAR method. 
Knowledge, Euphoria, Health: study 
with wonderful, small, fun-loving, in-
telligent group. Sundays 6:30-8:00 pm. 
$19/single class; $170 for 10. Colum-
bia Fiero, certified IYNAUS instructor. 
columbe.earthlink.net. (212) 866-9385.

WOMAN CLINICIAN PHD—15 years 
experience offers treatment for anxi-
ety, depressions, gender and relation-
al issues. Free consultation. Located 
near CU campus. (212) 866-1323. www. 
catherine-b-silver.com
CONTEMPORARY Counseling Ser- 
vices. Looking to create a balanced, 
connected, happier personal life, but 
feeling overwhelmed or fed up? Need 
to work on relationship and adjustment 
issues, but having trouble getting start-
ed? I offer personal, confidential ther-
apy and counseling services for indi-
viduals and couples from my office in 
a 19c townhouse near campus. Insur-
ance accepted. Please call Ms Burke, 
LCSW-R (917) 916-1946 for inquiries.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com
 

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs. 
$399K, $918 maint. Neil (646) 373-
5545.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EDITING & TYPING
Polish your prose. Resumes, papers, 
theses. We do it all. Fast, accurate turn-
around at affordable rates. 30 years 
experience. (212) 749-2995.

ASIAN EGG DONOR NEEDED
$25K in compensation plus expenses. 
Asian Couple seeking a happy, intel-
ligent, attractive and healthy woman 
with athletic abilities betw the ages 
of 21-27, black hair, brown eyes, and 
5’6”+. Please contact: info@aperfect-
match.com. 1(800) 264-8828.

EXCEPTIONAL EGG DONOR need-
ed. Loving couple in search attractive, 
well-rounded/highly accomplished wom-
an under 28 to help them become par-
ents. Compensation exceeding $10K 
for the right donor + travel expenses 
paid. Contact Dawn at fertilityalter-
natives@gmail.com for more info on 
process and eligibility.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone cre-
ate a family and be well compensat-
ed! Confidential. Apply at www.MyDo-
nor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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SPORTS

I hate when sports 
drive a dagger 

into my heart. I 
hate when soccer, 
the beautiful game, 
leaves a sour taste 
in my mouth. I hate 
when life leaves 
people around me 
devastated.

This Sunday, I 
was at Columbia 
Soccer Stadium. My 
intramural team 
lost a playoff game. We’re usually 
pretty good (we won the Intramural 
Championships in 2010). While losing 
that game was a strange and annoy-
ing feeling—even a wee bit sad—it was 
really only a drop in the ocean for my 
weekend. Since I was already full of 
all that hate, it had little, if any, impact 
on my mood.

What did make me hate any and 
everything around me was my trip to 
Ithaca the previous day. I went up-
state to watch the Lions football and 
men’s soccer teams take on Cornell.

(While football put on a fantastic 
first-half display, the second half was 
all the hosts… I’ll leave it at that.)  

But men’s soccer. Oh my god. I 
still can’t quite believe it. And I don’t 
know if I will ever be able to.

I’ve only been moved to sporting 
tears twice in my life, and I hadn’t ex-
pected this weekend to be the third. I 
think sporting tears are a special kind 
of emotion, and are, for the most part, 
hugely irrational since you, as a fan 
or spectator, have no control over the 
outcome that has caused the grief/joy. 
Whatever it is, it doesn’t feel any dif-
ferent from regular lacrimation.

For those of you with no clue about 
what happened, the Lions took to the 
field against the Big Red with eyes on 
the grand prize: the Ivy League title. 
Brown and Dartmouth had already 
played out a goal-less tie after 110 
minutes earlier that day—why on 
earth the games in the final round of 
fixtures didn’t occur at the same time 
is beyond me—so there were three 
potential scenarios:

1) Columbia beats Cornell. 
Columbia wins the league and gets 
the automatic bid to the NCAA 
tournament.

2) Cornell beats Columbia. 
Cornell, Dartmouth, and Brown 
share the title and Dartmouth gets 
the automatic bid.

3) Cornell and Columbia tie. 
Dartmouth and Brown share the 
title and Dartmouth gets the auto-
matic bid.

While the Lions (and the Big Red) 
fought tooth and nail for 110 minutes, 
it’s a cruel, cruel world and justice 
doesn’t prevail… so the third result 
was what ended up occurring.

The word heartbreak took on a 
new meaning. I saw a scene and expe-
rienced emotions I wouldn’t wish on 
my worst enemy. I saw two entire soc-
cer squads distraught, and two sets of 
fans thinking of what could have been. 
My heart bleeds for the Columbia 
athletes who were in that dreadfully 
unfortunate position, missing out on 
the Ivy title by one goal. (However, I 
strongly disagree with my co-editor’s 
suggestion that the coaches of the two 
teams should have met prior to kickoff 
and agreed to make sure the game had 
a winner.)

My thoughts for the past 60 hours 
have mostly been limited to “what the 
[four-letter word that rhymes with 
duck].” I would imagine that you’d 
need to multiply my thoughts by a 
thousand, maybe a million, and then 
add some to get to the emotional or 
psychological state of mind the mem-
bers of the team are experiencing.

I’ve watched this team closely for 
three years, and I know that they’re 
hurting from the weekend’s result. 
Yesterday’s NCAA Selection Show 
didn’t do them any favors as Brown, 
whom the Lions defeated 2-1, was 
the only Ivy to receive an at-large 
bid to the postseason tournament. 
There have been several highs and 
lows in the past few years for this 
team, but this achievement—which 
should certainly be the highest high, 
since it’s an incredibly narrow miss 

BY VICTORIA JONES
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It’s quite unusual for a football team 
to score 41 points in a game and still lose 
by three touchdowns. But there’s a first 
time for everything.

Given the high-scor-
ing nature of this past 
Saturday’s game against 
the Big Red, it’s hard to 
imagine that there could 
have been a poor offen-
sive performance. By the 
end of the game, though, Columbia’s of-
fense left something to be desired.

Despite their final tally of 41 points, 
the Lions still faltered in the same way 
they have all season—failing to start off 
strong in the second half. The Light 
Blue left the field ahead 34-28 at the half 
and came back without any offensive 
rhythm. The Lions slipped into their 
season-long habit of stalling in the third 
quarter.

In this week’s game, Columbia didn’t 
post a single point in the third quarter. 
Instead, Cornell’s defense got the best 
of the Lions, who went three-and-out 
three times in a row to start the quarter. 
The most productive drive that the Lions 

posted was their last of the quarter—an 
eight-play, 29-yard effort that saw only 
two first downs and ended in a punt.

Third-quarter slumps have been an 
issue for the 0-9 Lions throughout the 
2011 campaign. While Columbia posts 
an average of nearly 20 points per game, 
just over two of them come from the 
third quarter. In the nine games the 
Light Blue has played, the team has only 
scored 20 of its 176 points in the first 15 
minutes after the intermission.

While the football team knows how 
to put up a solid fourth quarter in an 
effort to stage a comeback, it is also 
prone to offensive struggles for the en-
tire second half at times as well, as was 
the story this week.

Though the Lions managed to take 
the pigskin into the end zone once more 
before the game ended, these were the 
only seven points they scored in the 
second half.

Junior quarterback Sean Brackett 
only completed one pass in the third 
quarter, adding just 14 yards to his game 
total. He did however recover in the 
fourth quarter with 143 more to bring 
his game total to 409.

Out of the total 27 first downs that 
the Light Blue racked up, only 10 were 

from the second half, and just two were 
from the third quarter.

The Lions struggled in all facets of 
offense. While the rushing game was 
slow throughout the contest, the first 
half was significantly better than the 
second. On its way to 34 points, the 
team rushed 73 yards in the first half 
hour of play. After that, the team only 
ran for 22 in the third quarter, and actu-
ally lost five on the ground in the fourth.

The disappearance of the offense 
would not have been such a tragedy for 
the Lions were it not for the continued 
success of Cornell’s offensive crew and 
the inability of the Columbia defense to 
put a stop to it.

While Columbia struggled to post 
seven points in the second half, the 
Big Red matched its first-half efforts 
by posting an additional 34 points af-
ter the break. The defense struggled to 
compensate for the minimal offense, 
stopping Cornell from scoring on just 
one of six complete drives in the half.

“We missed some open people and 
we didn’t tackle or get any pressure on 
the quarterback in the second half at 
all,”  head coach Norries Wilson said.

Wilson’s sentiment was echoed by 
Brackett.

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

WEAK FINISH  |  Although senior wide receiver Kurt Williams recorded three touchdowns and 191 yards, the Lions were unable to maintain their momentum.

Third quarter struggles continue to haunt Lions

Emotions run 
high even for 
soccer spectator

Word on
the 
Street

MRINAL
MOHANKA

I’ve only been moved 
to sporting tears twice 
in my life.

BY MUNEEB ALAM
Spectator Staff Writer

Furman (2-0) defeated hosts 
Columbia (0-2) 62-58 on Monday night 
thanks to a strong second half perfor-
mance. Sophomore guard Richard 
Brown scored a career-high 15 points 
and added four assists, while senior 
guard Bobby Austin added another 13 
for Furman, which outscored Columbia 
43-28 in the final 20 minutes. Junior 
guard Brian Barbour had 16 points and 
six rebounds for the Lions.

The Light Blue’s star guard Noruwa 
Agho scored 12 points with four re-
bounds and five assists, but injured his 
left knee after tripping during a drive 
and left the game with 6:19 remaining. 
Columbia at the time was nursing a 
46-45 lead. Head coach Kyle Smith 
was unable to provide an update on 
Agho’s injury. 

The Light Blue started strong, rac-
ing out to a 9-0 lead in the first six 
minutes and steadily building its lead 
to a maximum of 13 points with just 
over a minute left in the first half. 
Columbia’s scoring during the first 
20 minutes was balanced, with eight 
points from Agho, six from Barbour, 
and from two to four from the other 
Lions, who led 30-19 at halftime. The 
sloppy first period featured 15 turn-
overs between both squads. Only 26 
out of 44 overall rebounds were recov-
ered by the defending team, and the 
teams made only 17 of 57 shots from 

the field. Part of the reason for this 
trend was the Lions’ defense, which 
was successful in the first half with 
an aggressive man-to-man scheme—
a strategy that Furman did not adjust 
to early on. The Paladins shot only 25 
percent in the first half. 

Despite the pressure, the Lions only 
surrendered their first free-throws 
three minutes into the second half, and 
were credited with a mere five personal 
fouls in the first half—though two were 
to junior starting center Mark Cisco, 
who only played 13 minutes—compared 
to 10 for Furman.

“We knew they were going to be a 
physical team,” Smith said.

After halftime, however, the story-
line flipped in favor of the Paladins.

Furman came out in the second half 
having rediscovered its shooting touch, 
cutting into the Lions’ lead by five in 
the first 3:49 of the second half. The 
Paladins took the lead for good on a 
three-pointer by junior forward Bryant 
Irwin which put them up 52-49 with 
2:09 left. Furman more than doubled 
its output in the second half, scoring 43 
points. Both Brown and Austin scored 
13 points in the second half after scoring 
two and zero, respectively, in the first.

Smith singled out Brown’s effort 
for praise. 

Lions fall in home opener to 
Furman after second half collapse

COLUMBIA

FURMAN

58

62

in
focus

TREVOR COHEN FOR SPECTATOR

BIG LOSS  |  Senior guard Noruwa Agho left the court on crutches after trip-
ping and hurting his knee during the Lions’ loss to Furman. SEE BASKETBALL, page 2SEE MOHANKA, page 2

columbia opponents

RushingYards 
per game 97.4 69.2

PassingYards 
per game 199.7 248.2

Completion 
Percentage

47% 
(155/329)

67% 
(191/285)

Third Down 
Conversion 

Rate

31% 
(41/134)

43% 
(59/138)

Total 
Turnovers 23 16

GRAPHIC BY STEPHANIE MANNHEIM

offensive production

“We didn’t do anything offensively 
in the second half,” he said.

“The first half we were clicking, 
we were making plays,” Brackett con-
tinued. “Even when it wouldn’t work, 
someone just made a play. It was night 
and day from the first half to the second 
half. I missed some open people, had 
some drops. We just didn’t make the 
plays we were making in the first half. 
We scored 34 points in the first half, we 
scored seven in the second, I think that 
sums it up right there.” 
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