
BY REBECCA WRIGHT 
Columbia Daily Spectator 

John Ging, director of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, took the stage 
Sunday night at Barnard—but 
he did so without the sponsor-
ship of the student group that 
helped to organize the event.

Just Peace, a self-described 
“pro-Israel, pro-Palestine, pro-
peace” student organization af-
filiated with Columbia/Barnard 

Hillel, pulled its sponsorship of 
the event after voicing concerns 
about controversial statements 
Ging had made regarding the 
conflict in the Gaza Strip.

Ging, who spoke about the 
plight of Palestinian refugees in 
the Gaza Strip to a full audience 
at Barnard’s Held Auditorium, 
has been criticized for biases fa-
voring Palestine and mischarac-
terizing Hamas. 

“There was a lot of back-and-
forth. ... Discussions went on for 

about a week,” said Abby Backer, 
BC ’13 and president of Just 
Peace. “There just wasn’t time 
to find a solution. We dissoci-
ated ourselves from the event so 
we wouldn’t have to dissociate 
ourselves from Hillel.” 

Jonah Liben, GS and Israel 
coordinator for Hillel, said 
that he would have supported 
the event if Hillel could con-
trol the format, but represen-
tatives from Just Peace said 
they wanted Ging to have the 

opportunity to deliver an un-
censored speech. Backer said 
she also heard concerns that the 
conversation might spiral out of 
control in an unproductive way.

“It’s unfortunate that this 
event couldn’t happen with 
Hillel’s name on it,” Liben said—
and both he and Backer said 
that time constraints, and not 
fundamental disagreements, 
prevented the two groups 
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PLANT A BULB |  The West Side Community Garden planted over 15,000 tulips for this year’s anniversary. See page 3.

BY HENRY WILLSON
Columbia Daily Spectator 

For the average Columbia 
student, the words “computer 
hackers” conjure up images of 
teens in their parents’ base-
ments stealing Social Security 
numbers and national security 
secrets from the Pentagon. 

Not so, said Moses Nakamura, 
CC ’13, an organizer of the 
Application Development 
Initiative, a student group dedi-
cated to supporting software de-
velopers on campus.

Hacking means “hacking 
away at a problem. It’s fixing a 
problem through maybe uncon-
ventional means,” Nakamura 
said. “When Alexander the 
Great cut the Gordian knot, that 
was an example of hacking.” 

However you define the 
hacking trade, last month, a 
new campus locale opened 
in the Gateway Lab, recently 
renamed the Botwinick Lab, 
that Nakamura said will allow 
Columbia’s dispersed but dedi-
cated programming enthusiasts 
to collaborate and hone their 
skills.

Hackerspace opened on Oct. 
22, and students said they hope 
the space will give structure to a 
community that has traditionally 
been fragmented.

“A big complaint about 
Columbia in general is the 
lack of community,” said for-
mer Spectator columnist Akiva 
Bamberger, who is a computer 
science student in the Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences, 
president of the Association for 

Computing Machinery, and one 
of the driving forces behind the 
project. “You find a lot of clubs 
that have this type of structure, 
where the community comes 
as a result of close vicinity, and 
also all the resources necessary 
for whatever you have to do be-
ing in one location.” 

Last Friday, at a well-attend-
ed social event in the space, Sid 
Nair, CC ’13 and an ADI board 
member, showed other stu-
dents a program he had recent-
ly written that allows friends to 
host free, private poker games 
online.

Students said Hackerspace 
will also serve as a plat-
form to encourage profitable 
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BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

A proposed resolution to 
ban smoking within 50 feet 
of all buildings on Columbia’s 
Morningside Heights campus 
has become a contentious issue 
in the University Senate. 

At its monthly plenary meet-
ing on Friday, senators debated 
the proposal that has long been 
in the works. 

The resolution, proposed by 
the Senate’s External Relations 
Committee, was based on a 
two-year evaluation process 
conducted by the Tobacco 
Work Group, a group of stu-
dents and staff established 
in 2008 by Vice President for 
Campus Services Scott Wright. 
Since then, according to the 
resolution, the group has so-
licited opinions from students 
and faculty and studied local 
laws, policies at peer institu-
tions, and current literature 
on tobacco and its long-term 
effects.

Michael McNeil, chair of the 
working group and director of 
Health Services’ Alice! Health 
Promotion Program, said the 
50-feet recommendation was 
based on both New York state 
law, which prohibits smoking 
within 20 feet of college resi-
dence halls, and the current 
policies of individual buildings 
on campus, such as Avery Fine 
Arts and Architecture Library, 
that already have 50-feet smok-
ing bans in place.

Immediately after the policy 
was proposed, Michael Adler, 
a professor at the Columbia 

Business School and a self-
proclaimed smoker, spoke out 
against the proposal and of-
fered an amendment: small 
huts around campus that 
would protect smokers from 
bad weather. 

“We [smokers] don’t break 
any laws, and we are nice peo-
ple,” Adler said. “Remember, 
you are dealing with people 
who are addicted. … They can-
not be exposed to the elements 
in the winter.”

Adler added that these huts 
could be painted Columbia 
blue and made to look like 
umbrellas.

University President Lee 
Bollinger, who sits on the 
Executive Committee of the 
USenate, said he opposed 
Adler’s idea due to the poten-
tial financial burden it could 
create. Adler responded, “The 
cost of these shelters is going 
to be minuscule.”

“If it is the will of the senate 
that this happen, it would be 
important and powerful, and, 

SEE HACKERSPACE, 
page 3

USenate debates 
campus smoking ban 
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WINNERS  |  Alex Gross (#37) celebrates with his team after beating Cornell. See back page.
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Neil FitzPatrick declares that we must 
branch off from our Anglican roots.

Piloting new intiatives

Columbia fell to La Salle, 82-71, in 
its season opener, handing new head 
coach Kyle Smith a loss in his first 
game at the helm. The Lions will try 
again in their home opener tonight.

Men’s basketball 
drops season opener

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

57°/ 46°

Tomorrow

56°/ 51°

Come support the Columbia Lions as they take on the Fighting Hawks. 
Levien Gym, 7 p.m.

Listen to the Sonetos de Amor y Muerte as a quintet performs Spanish opera pieces.
Diana Event Oval, 8 p.m.

Lions vs. Fighting Hawks Basketball Game

Opera Hispanica

Proposal would prohibit smoking 
within 50 feet of CU buildings

Open housing is a step forward in 
making our voices heard.  

In whose light shall we 
see light?

Student hackers find space o√ine, on campus 

“Remember, you 
are dealing with 
people who are 
addicted.

—Michael Adler, 
Business School professor

BY KATHERINE MEDUSKI
Spectator Staff Writer 

Columbia has received $4 
million to establish the Norman 
E. Alexander Library for Jewish 
Studies.

The University, which already 
has more than 100,000 mono-
graph volumes in its Jewish 
studies research collections and 
the second largest collection of 
Hebrew manuscripts in North 
America, allotted $2 million to-
ward establishing a Jewish stud-
ies librarian position, $1 million 
toward general collections, 
and $1 million toward special 
collections, according to James 

Neal, University librarian and 
vice president for information 
services.

The Jewish Studies Library 
will be part of the Area Studies 
Collections, which is the only 
library at Columbia without 
its own space or building, said 
Michelle Chesner, the new li-
brarian for Jewish studies. 
Instead, the library will be scat-
tered throughout campus, as its 
books and manuscripts apply 
variously to art, business, his-
tory, and other disciplines.  

This is one of many contribu-
tions made to Jewish life and cul-
ture by Norman Alexander, CC ’34 
and Law ’36, who died in 2006.

Alexander also established the 
Alexander Program Center for 
Jewish Life at Columbia/Barnard 
Hillel, served as vice president of 
the American Jewish Committee, 
helped to found the Jewish 
Foundation for the Righteous, and 
supported the Jewish Publication 
Society, according to a University 
press release.

Chesner said her goal is to im-
prove Columbia’s collection while 
also helping students, faculty, and 
researchers at the University.

“There are still lacks in the 
Jewish studies collection, and 
now people can come to me if 

Columbia launches Jewish Studies Library

SEE JUST PEACE, page 2

John Ging speaks at Barnard without Just Peace sponsorship 

SEE LIBRARY, page 2
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HACKING IN  |  Sid Nair, CC ’13, sits at a computer in the Hackerspace lab at a recent campus event.



from reaching a compromise. 
Referring to the national Jewish 
organization that supported 
Ging’s trip to the United States, 

where he is visiting a number 
of campuses, Liben added, “We 
know that J Street isn’t bringing 
Ging in to bash Israel, and he 
tried to contextualize his state-
ments … [but] Ging is a contro-
versial speaker.”

The event was ultimately 
sponsored by six organiza-
tions, including the Columbia 
University Democrats, the 
School of International and 
Public Affairs’ Arab Student 
Association, and the Institute 

for the Study of Human Rights.
Critics protesting at the 

event handed out fliers alleg-
ing that Ging has supported 
aid groups with links to terror-
ism, though Ging said during 
a Q-and-A session that he has 
repeatedly been misquoted and 
misrepresented. 

Ging—who at the U.N. works 
to provide aid, health care, and 
education to Palestinian refu-
gees living in the Gaza Strip—
spoke about conditions in the 
region, at times pleading for a 
resolution of the conflict. “I be-
lieve a solution will be found. 
... The thing that cannot be 
changed are the lives that are 
lost in the meantime as people 
cease to believe that this day 
will ever come.”

A moderator attempted to 
maintain order during the au-
dience question session, but 
speakers at times spoke over 
each other, some raising con-
cerns about the legality of 
Israel’s blockade of Gaza and 
flotillas that attempt to deliver 
supplies to the region.

“These events need to hap-
pen, but this event was too free,” 

Eric Lawrence, a student in the 
joint General Studies-Jewish 
Theological Seminary program, 
said after the event, adding that 
he wished there had been more 
of a structure.

Liben said he wanted to hear 
a more substantive, nuanced 
discussion. “Such an emotional 
conflict evokes non-intellectual 
responses, which are unfortu-
nately quite polarizing.” 

The debate continued after 
the program ended, with au-
dience members talking in the 
auditorium for more than 45 
minutes after the talk.

While some said they recog-
nized that Ging had attempted 
to facilitate a balanced dis-
cussion, others said they left 
unsatisfied. 

“I don’t feel he fully an-
swered or directly commented 
on my comments,” said Sarah 
Wellington, an activist who 
was handing out fliers for U.S. 
to Gaza, an organization that 
supports sending an American 
boat to Gaza. “I think he found 
a very nice way to not be pro 
or con.”
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I think, unfortunate,” Bollinger 
said before the official vote on 
the amendment.

The amendment was vot-
ed down, with 32 senators 
opposed to the idea, 11 in fa-
vor, and six abstentions. But 
the senate voted unanimous-
ly to consider the idea going 
forward.

If the shelters were ap-
proved, architecture stu-
dents could even help 
build them, said Esteban 

Reichberg, a student senator 
from the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning, and 
Preservation.

After the issue of the shel-
ters was decided, the body 
moved on to discussing the is-
sue as a whole.

Some senators raised 
broader concerns about the 
University’s ability to enforce 
a 50-feet rule. The proposed 
policy might alienate student 
smokers, and it could be diffi-
cult to determine where proper 
smoking areas should be. 

After a lengthy debate, 
Bollinger agreed with some 
senators that they were not 
prepared to vote on the is-
sue yet, and the senate voted 
to table a final vote until its 
December plenary meeting.

At the end of the meeting, 
Bollinger conducted a straw 
poll to gauge members’ cur-
rent opinions and found that 
22 were in favor of the poli-
cy and 16 opposed, with nine 
abstentions.

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com
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TALKING GAZA  |  John Ging of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency spoke Sunday on campus. 

“These events need 
to happen, but this 
event was too free.”
—Eric Lawrence, GS/JTS

JUST PEACE 
from front page

USENATE from front page

John Ging speaks without Just Peace sponsorship

Proposal would ban smoking near CU buildings

they need something,” she said. 
“I want to help make the collec-
tion better.” 

Since joining the library in 
May 2010, Chesner has coordi-
nated a number of campus events 
to teach students research skills 
and raise awareness about the re-
sources the library offers.

Jeremy Dauber, director 
of the Institute for Israel and 
Jewish Studies, agreed that 
Chesner will be a significant as-
set to the University.

“With a new Jewish studies li-
brarian, students and faculty will 
have an invaluable source in the 
Columbia library system to help 
them with their research and 
their scholarship,” Dauber said.

A portion of the rare books en-
dowment has gone toward cata-
loging manuscripts in CLIO, the 
library’s online database. To date, 
cataloger Yoram Bitton has added 
950 out of approximately 1,300 to 
1,500 manuscripts to the database.  

Dauber has already seen the 
benefits of these efforts.

“With the increasing diversity 
and volume of information be-
coming available on the Internet, 
in digital databases, and, of course, 
in traditional print publishing,” he 
said, the Alexander gift will allow 
Columbia to use this information 
for “far-reaching scholarship in 
student papers, faculty books, and 
classroom opportunities.”

“In addition to working with 
faculty to teach and support stu-
dent research, the collections are 
now more available to scholars 
here and around the world,” Neal 
said, adding that the endowment 
will help Columbia buy impor-
tant texts, including manuscripts 
and other personal archival 
works, from global publishers.

“There is no end date [to the 
endowment],” Neal said. “We 
will continue to build for a larger 
and richer collection.”  

Anna Kats, BC ’11, said she 
was looking forward to the ben-
efits of Alexander’s gift. 

“I’m thoroughly excited that 
this resource is becoming in-
creasingly available to the un-
dergraduate community and 

the University as a whole,” Kats 
said. “I don’t doubt that my own 

interests in Jewish studies will 
profit tremendously from this 
endowment.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia launches Jewish Studies Library 
LIBRARY from front page

“I’m thoroughly 
excited that 
this resource 
is becoming 
increasingly 
available to the 
undergraduate 
community and 
the University as a 
whole.”

—Anna Kats, BC ’11
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jewish studies librarian general collections special collections

$2 million $1 million $1 million

Columbia University Libraries has received a gift of $4 million to 
establish the Norman E. Alexander Library for Jewish Studies including 
the three endowments below.

gift amount:

$4 million



BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Amid the hustle and bustle of 
New York City, more than 15,000 
tulips were planted this week-
end in the West Side Community 
Garden. The tulip-planting fes-
tival, held annually by the West 
Side Gardeners, will culminate 
in a tulip show in April for the 
group’s 20th anniversary.

“It has developed over the 
years into our biggest planting 
event,” Tom Thies, special proj-
ects manager and one of the 
group’s founding members, said 
of the festival.

Volunteers usually plant 
10,000 bulbs, but organizers 

expanded the event this year. 
“We’re actually putting in about 
15,000 tulips and another few 
thousand small bulbs,” Thies said.

The flowers bloom each 
April during the group’s annu-
al show, which earned a Philip 
N. Winslow Landscape Design 
Award for best landscape in 
1991. “When the tulips are out 
for those three weeks, it’s magi-
cal,” Margot Adler, a member of 
the West Side Gardeners, said.

The garden is organized so 
that everyone who volunteers 
for the tulip-planting event can 
contribute. Some individuals sign 
up to take care of flower pots, and 
others are in charge of ordering 
tulips and tending to them. There 

are also communal areas in which 
anyone can help plant, as well as 
individual vegetable and flower 
plots on the lawn.

With this emphasis on cooper-
ation, many volunteers said they 
enjoyed watching the neighbor-
hood come together. “It’s a com-
munity where you see people ev-
ery year—you know them. That’s 
rare in the city,” Adler said.

The West Side Community 
Garden is a nonprofit, all-vol-
unteer organization that was 
founded in 1975—a time when 
the neighborhood was in a much 
different state, group president 
Jackie Bukowski said.

“You had a lot of burned-
down houses here; you had 

trash in the vacant lot—this was 
actually known as Strip City 
because people brought stolen 
cars here to strip them for parts,” 
Bukowski said.

Through support from neigh-
borhood residents, the group 
was able to secure 16,000 square 
feet of land for a local garden. 
“It’s a very unusual thing in New 
York City for an all-volunteer 
group to own a piece of property 
in Manhattan that’s open every 
day,” Bukowski said.

Neighbors said they try to 
take advantage of the free, open 
space.

“We come a lot in the sum-
mer,” said Ellen Reid, who often 
brings her daughters to visit the 

West Side Garden. “Our ballet 
is down the street, so whenever 
one of them is in class, the oth-
er one comes here with me. We 
read, we’ve had picnics, and it’s 
just a really nice garden.”

Volunteers and passersby 
attributed much of their affec-
tion toward the garden to this 

annual tulip event. 
“It makes me feel good. It’s 

cheaper than therapy, and it’s 
sharing time with other people 
who love gardening,” group 
member Mira Stulman said. “It’s 
watching nature here in the mid-
dle of New York.”
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collaboration between program-
ming experts and others with 
professional ambitions, includ-
ing Austin Baker, SEAS ’13, who 
joined friends in the lab after 
participating in a programming 
contest for Goldman Sachs.

Danny Cosson, SEAS ’11, 
came to the space two weeks ago 
without a programming idea, but 
he said he hopes to use the space 
to collaborate on online startups.

“It takes a long time to code 
things, and it can get kind of 
boring or discouraging be-
ing just alone in your room,” 
Cosson said. “It’s nice to be in 
a place where other people are 
working on similar projects.” 

The idea for the space—
funded by the SEAS Center for 
Technology, Innovation, and 
Community Engagement, with 
participants and organizers 
coming from various technol-
ogy- and entrepreneurship-re-
lated student groups—stemmed 

from discussions between 
Bamberger and Rebecca 
Rodriguez, senior associate di-
rector for entrepreneurship at 
SEAS, about how to improve the 
climate for technological entre-
preneurship on campus.

Rodriguez said she and 
her colleagues encourage stu-
dents from any school in the 
University to participate.

“This is not typical of 
University school of thought. 
Most will look primarily to-
ward the students they have 

enrolled within their school. 
We feel very strongly that en-
trepreneurship is something 
that’s a part of Columbia as a 
whole,” Rodriguez said.

She and Bamberger said 
they have further plans for the 
space.

The Botwinick Lab, 
Bamberger said, is not an 
ideal home for Hackerspace, 
since students need swipe ac-
cess and software security re-
strictions on the computers 
there often thwart heavy-duty 

programming efforts.
Rodriguez, who sees the 

space as an important step 
toward SEAS Dean Feniosky 
Peña-Mora’s goal of encourag-
ing student entrepreneurship, 
is working with the computer 
science department to secure 
new server space or even a new 
location for Hackerspace. 

She also hopes eventually to 
hold more student-led work-
shops, seminars on program-
ming techniques, and events 
with guest speakers, although 

she is quick to emphasize the 
importance of preserving an 
informal atmosphere.

Bamberger admitted that 
the space is still in the “beta” 
phase, but he is eager to en-
courage the idea of computer 
science as a creative endeavor.

“Before it was an engineer-
ing endeavor, engineering is 
being given the architect’s plan 
and building it, whereas now, I 
think it’s more you can be the 
architect and build it,” he said.  

news@columbiaspectator.com

BY DANIELLE GRIERSON
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Barnard’s Lewis Parlor is no 
longer available for student use, 
according to college officials. 

Lewis Parlor, located on the 
main floor of Brooks Hall in the 
Barnard Quad and frequent-
ly used as a study and lounge 
space, was often reserved last 
year for student events, espe-
cially as construction on the 
Diana Center left less room for 
campus activities. 

But with the Diana now 
open, Barnard officials closed 
down Lewis Parlor at the begin-
ning of the semester and have 
yet to decide how to use it in 
the future. Converting it into a 
full-time student lounge seems 
unlikely. 

“Lewis Parlor was never a 
student lounge,” Lisa Gamsu, 
vice president of administra-
tion, said. “We started using 
Lewis Parlor as a multi-function 
space because it had lots of ta-
bles and space.”

Instead, administrators have 
moved all lounge furniture into 
a smaller room next to Lewis 
Parlor, where they hope stu-
dents will adapt to a new hang-
out spot. 

“In the beginning of the se-
mester, students had a lounge 
like they always had,” Gamsu 
said, referring to the new lo-
cation. “Lewis Parlor is closed 
to everybody, including the 
college.”

Gamsu added that admin-
istrators were interested in 

preserving the parlor’s “special 
finishes,” and for that reason, 
they chose to close the space 
as soon as an alternative was 
available.  

“The college is looking at 
what to do with it in the future,” 
she said. “It is a work in prog-
ress, but we have been too busy 
to come to a decision on it.”

Gamsu has discussed possi-
bilities with Barnard’s Student 
Government Association, but 
noted that the college is always 
in need of more reading rooms. 

Many students were disap-
pointed at the loss of Lewis 
Parlor as a hang-out space. 

“I’ve had a lot of events in 
Lewis Parlor, and I like that 
space,” Tabia Santos, BC ’13, said. 
“It’s frustrating because spacing 
is so hard in the first place, and 
having closed spaces which are 
so convenient, like Lewis Parlor, 
makes student life and student 
activities so much harder.”

Gayatri Malhotra, BC ’13, 
agreed.

“Lewis Parlor was a great 

place to study or be with 
friends,” she said. “I’ve been 
there several times throughout 
the last year.”

But she said there are still lo-
cations on campus where stu-
dents can study and socialize.

“Its relaxing environment 
will definitely be missed, but 
there are other places available 
for students to use that serve 
the same purpose,” she said. 
“I miss the nice TV in Lewis 
Parlor, though.”
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With Diana open, Barnard’s Lewis Parlor no longer available for student use
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HACKERS |  Students gathered at a recent Hackerspace event in the Botwinick Lab on the 12th floor of Mudd Friday night. Student hackers have found a new space to collaborate in this laboratory.

Thousands of tulips planted in garden for anniversary 

Student computer hackers find space for collaborative efforts o√ine, on campus in Mudd laboratory 
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PLANTING BULBS  |  Volunteers at the West Side Community Garden planted more than 15,000 tulips—an increase from previous festivals. 



jody’s drawings!

JODY ZELLMAN

For 42 years, the University banned all 
military activities on campus, including 

the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. This 
past Thursday, that ban was lifted. Students 
raised the flag of the United States in hon-
or of Veterans Day, and six members of the 
ROTC program at Fordham will continue to 
raise the flag every Monday at dawn. These 
are students from Columbia’s various un-
dergraduate schools who participate in the 
Fordham program because ROTC does not 
operate at Columbia. That the administration 
allowed this ceremony to take place and that 
the student body raised no outcry suggests 
a meaningful change in the University’s his-
torically tense relationship with the military.

It is not merely that Columbia banned 
ROTC from campus in the 1960s, as many 
other universities did the same. What 
sets Columbia apart—particularly from 
other schools that do not have ROTC pro-
grams—is that its students cannot receive 
credit for participation in another school’s 
ROTC program. Furthermore, unlike other 
schools, Columbia has not changed its pol-
icy since its implementation 42 years ago.

But Columbia is not the same school 
that it was four decades ago. The under-
graduates here are no longer the members 
of Students for a Democratic Society who 
took over buildings to express their discon-
tent, and our relationship with the mili-
tary has changed dramatically since 1968. 
We are, if not more tolerant, then certainly 
more temperate. And while valid concerns 
have been articulated in the debate sur-
rounding the return of ROTC to campus—
most notably the military’s “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy, which was implemented in 
1993 and, in more recent years, has become 
the primary argument for not bringing the 
program back—the administration, faculty, 
and students at Columbia are operating un-
der false pretenses if they do not adjust our 

relationship with the military accordingly. 
Name-calling, polarization, and refusing 
to acknowledge that the times are indeed 
changing will not suffice.

The issue of ROTC on campus will not 
be resolved soon. It is tied to a larger na-
tional debate about “don’t ask, don’t tell,” 
as well as to the current function of the 
military and the extent and implications of 
U.S. military action around the world. Even 
if the University Senate were to decide to 
reintroduce ROTC—which, again, does 
not seem to be imminent in any sense—the 
actual implementation would take years 
of coordination with the Department of 
Defense. Because the policy itself will 
almost certainly remain in place for the 
foreseeable future, the debate surround-
ing ROTC on campus is largely symbolic.

Within that debate, however, can exist 
smaller, more immediate, more tangible 
symbols that acknowledge that the issue 
is, like Columbia and its relationship to 
the military and the national government, 
evolving and changing. The flag-raising cer-
emony is one such symbol. We do not know 
when, if ever, ROTC will be brought back to 
Columbia, but we do know that Columbia 
is as much a university in America as it is in 
New York City. We know that there is a dis-
tinction between glorifying the military and 
recognizing our individual classmates who 
served. And we know that, last Thursday, 
the flag was raised quietly and without stu-
dent uproar or classroom seizure.

It’s possible that nobody knew, or that 
nobody cared, about Thursday’s ceremony. 
But it’s also possible that we recognized 
that those six students quietly raising the 
flag at dawn were our peers raising our flag. 
They are our classmates at this universi-
ty, not at the Columbia of 1968 that gave 
soldiers the cold shoulder. Time and time 
again, we have urged Columbia to listen to 
its students. On Thursday, the U.S. flag was 
raised at Columbia to a respectful silence. 
It’s worth listening to that, too.

Correction: In Friday’s editorial, we wrote that 
Provost Claude Steele had already replaced the 
ad hoc tenure system with a standing committee 
and modified the structure of employees’ fringe 
benefits. Although Steele hopes to implement 
these changes in the coming months, he has not 
yet done so. Spectator is committed to accuracy 
in reporting and editorializing alike, and we 
apologize for the error.
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In an article pub-
lished last Thursday 

(“Columbia forgets her 
religious foundation,” 
Nov. 12), Stephen Wu 
decried the fact that 
“Columbia has insti-
tutionally abandoned 
the religion—and 
consequently the 
idea of universal 
truth—on which she 
was founded.” His 
point was inter-
esting, eloquently 
expressed, and, ulti-
mately, very, very wrong. For Columbia to 
instill in its students the Anglican morals 
of its founders would be to betray both 
the principle of intellectual freedom that 
is the basis of the modern University and 
the concept of a liberal arts education 
embodied by the Core Curriculum.  

As Wu pointed out, Columbia was in-
deed founded as an Anglican institution 
in 1754 with the motto “In lumine Tuo 
videbimus lumen”(“In Thy light shall 
we see light”). But Wu seemed to ignore 
the following 256 years of both intellec-
tual history and the history of Columbia 
in drawing his next conclusion: “If in-
deed the school needs theology and God 
in order to attain truth, as our motto 
proclaims, then the University has a 
mission, and indeed a duty, to promote 
certain values.”

Setting aside the fact that a motto is 

poor grounds on which to base the as-
sumption that an institution “needs” reli-
gion to attain truth, it is worth noting that 
the second charter of Columbia—granted 
by the state legislature of New York after 
the Revolutionary War—prohibited the use 
of any religious tests in hiring faculty. It is 
therefore evident that, at the time when 
King’s College became Columbia, the in-
stitution was already moving away from its 
Anglican roots. Granted, this move came at 
the behest of the legislature—a body out-
side the University—but one can see why a 
law-giving body in a new nation intent on 
religious freedom might want to divorce 
religious prejudice from an institution 
receiving state funding. It was this great in-
tellectual principle of the era—a principle 
that we study in Literature Humanities and 
Contemporary Civilization—that motivat-
ed the first step toward secularism. 

Of course, it would be wrong to as-
sume that Columbia embraced the no-
tion of religious freedom simply because 
of a slight change to its charter. In 1854, 
the University was investigated by the 
New York State Senate for violating 
that charter by refusing to hire Oliver 
Wolcott Gibbs, a graduate of Columbia, 
because of his Unitarian faith. Soon 
after, the Christian Examiner in Boston 
described the college as “good in clas-
sics, weak in sciences; very few distin-
guished graduates.” Gibbs would have 
been a professor of chemistry, but rather 
than improve a weak department, the 
close-minded board of trustees turned a 

distinguished candidate down because 
he was not Anglican. 

Obviously, Wu was not suggesting that 
the modern University, were it to re-em-
brace its Anglican roots, should engage in 
similarly prejudiced hiring practices, but 
it is not hard to imagine that a university 
deciding to “present some dominant ver-
sion of truth consonant with her found-
ing principles” might deter countless 
bright teachers and students who pos-
sessed alternate principles. 

It is here that Wu’s argument is weakest. 
Leaving aside ethnic diversity for a moment, 
his proposal leaves no room for intellec-
tual diversity, which is the true heart of the 
modern University. He condemns the Core 
office for saying that “students should not 
expect Lit Hum to teach them what these 
texts are about.” But in saying that Columbia 
does not want students “to learn about the 
central themes and issues presented” or “to 
have some sort of evaluative framework by 
which to judge and favor one value system 
over the other,” he is missing the point. Lit 
Hum instructors—at least, all the ones I 

have heard of or been taught by—do their 
best to teach what each text says and noth-
ing more. They help students see the textual 
basis for religions like Anglicanism, but they 
do not preach the tenets of Anglicanism, 
which are nothing more than interpreta-
tions of the text in front of them made by 
other men. As for an evaluative framework, 
this is precisely what Lit Hum and CC look 
to provide. In exposing students to the his-
tory of Western thought, these courses give 
us a context within which to judge any ideas 
that we might encounter—the same context 
in which those ideas were formed. 

In “What Is Enlightenment?”—a text 
read in many CC classes—Immanuel 
Kant opens with the following: 
“Enlightenment is man’s emergence 
from his self-imposed immaturity. 
Immaturity is the inability to use one’s 
understanding without guidance from 
another.” He proclaims the motto of en-
lightenment to be, “Have the courage to 
use your own understanding!” Columbia 
has granted and continues to grant thou-
sands of students this courage. To go 
against that now, to encourage students 
to accept “guidance from another,” 
would be the worst kind of regression 
and would be shameful. 

Neil FitzPatrick is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in creative writing and 

East Asian languages and cultures. He is 
a former associate editorial page editor. 
Excuses and Half-Truths runs alternate 

Mondays. 
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Red, 
white, and 
Columbia 
blue

BY AVI EDELMAN

There is much to celebrate in last week’s 
announcement that Deans Michele Moody-
Adams and Feniosky Peña-Mora approved 
the Open Housing Task Force’s pilot pro-
gram for the 2011-2012 academic year. The 
deans should, of course, be thanked for their 
responsiveness to the manifold student 
voices urging this important step forward. 
The task force should be congratulated for 
its hard work and speedy pace in develop-
ing the pilot program in time for this year’s 
housing selection. And the many hundreds 
of students who advocated for this policy on 
some level should be proud that their efforts 
are finally coming to fruition.

But as we all give ourselves a well-de-
served pat on the back, it is important to 
lend some critical thought to the events of 
the past two years and not lose sight of the 
work that still remains. 

This process has shown the power of 
student policy initiatives when they are 
spearheaded by a coalition of students and 
student groups. Two councils and several 

queer groups worked on the original pro-
posal. Nearly 20 other groups and nearly 
1000 individual students joined the effort 
by lending their names to the cause after 
the initial policy was delayed. It was a rare 
moment of student voices unifying to better 
their community, and it should be repeated 
in support of future policy efforts. 

Unfortunately, the fight for gender-neu-
tral housing has also demonstrated the po-
tential for Columbia’s bureaucracy to drown 
in its own complexity. Two years might not 
seem unreasonable for a major university to 
weigh a policy change, but it is when you take 
into account that not a single administrator 
ever expressed any ideological opposition to 
gender-neutral housing. And let us not forget 
that we are looking at another full year and 
a half, at minimum, before “open housing,” 
as it is now called, can be applied across all 
University residence halls. 

The most deeply frustrating part of this 
entire process—and the thing that makes 
even last week’s announcement somewhat 
bittersweet—is that all of the right pieces 
were in place for students and administrators 
to usher the gender-neutral housing policy 
through various levels of housing adminis-
tration in time for students to feel that their 
concerns were being addressed with a sense 
of urgency appropriate for an issue of comfort 
and safety in student housing.  Instead, some 

combination of bureaucratic confusion, toe-
stepping, and mishandling led to the delay of 
a policy that was green-lighted for full-scale 
approval by the Housing Advisory Board and 
many administrators who run housing at 
Columbia and are familiar with its intricacies. 

Now is the time to look forward, and Dean 
Moody-Adams and Dean Peña-Mora (and also 
Dean Kevin Shollenberger and Dean Terry 
Martinez, whose advocacy on behalf of stu-
dents was invaluable) exhibited commend-
able leadership in keeping the temporary 
delay from stalling the progress that is con-
tinuing to occur, however slowly.

Though we cannot harp on the fact that the 
upcoming pilot is only a shade of what it could 
and should have been, we must use the mis-
steps of this process as a “teachable moment” 

that will be instructive as we move ahead with 
open housing and other policy endeavors. I 
hope Columbia administrators will examine 
the systems in place to support student policy 
initiatives and make a greater effort to create 
transparent channels for students not only to 
make their voices heard, but also to find sup-
port in actualizing their ideas.

We are extremely fortunate to attend 
a university that encourages its students 
to make our campus community stronger 
and more reflective of the values of diver-
sity and inclusion that brought many of us 
here in the first place. Despite the hang-
ups that have delayed gender-neutral 
housing and reduced its scope, I recog-
nize that there is much to be thankful for: 
Only in such a remarkable and supportive 
environment could one look at this kind 
of progress and call it insufficient. We are 
truly lucky to be attending this school, and 
all of our hard-working administrators de-
serve unceasing gratitude for shaping our 
experience here. Now let’s keep working 
together to make it even better.

The author is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in film studies. He is the president 
of Everyone Allied Against Homophobia, a 
member of the Open Housing Task Force, 
and an original gender-neutral housing 
policy author.

Open housing, 
open university 
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We must use the missteps 
of this process as a 
“teachable moment” that 
will be instructive as we 
move ahead.



BY LUCY HERZ

In the next month, Americans will flock to 
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and homeless 
outreach events in droves. It seems that on any 
given day from January to October, the plight of 
the homeless is far from the mind of the average 
American, but come Thanksgiving season, feed-
ing the poor and helping the homeless are the ac-
tivities du jour. What brings about this sudden 
increase in action, and how can we become bet-
ter at consistently fighting the ills of poverty and 
homelessness?  

It seems to me that this “Thanksgiving altru-
ism” is a combination of a buildup of guilt and a 
mischaracterization of homelessness and poverty. 
All year long, most of us go about our lives largely 
unaware of the poverty that flourishes all around 
us. Come holiday season, a time when generosity 
is encouraged, we are motivated by a pang of guilt 
and a heaviness of conscience to do something. 
This “something” can take many forms, but it al-
most always occurs only singularly: We are rarely 
inspired by our Thanksgiving altruism to do any-
thing beyond Thanksgiving!  

In other words, Thanksgiving altruism is charac-
terized primarily by a lack of commitment and per-
sonal investment. We feel the pang of guilt, we as-
suage it with an afternoon of volunteering in a soup 
kitchen or distributing lunches, and we move on 
with our lives. Though well-intentioned, this kind 
of guilt-motivated, noncommittal volunteerism can 
never even begin to address the myriad problems 
that face the homeless. The bottom line is that a 
much greater investment is needed if there is any 
hope of effectively caring for the people around us.

Perhaps I should clarify what I mean by “invest-
ment.” I do not mean to say that every American 
should devote a minimum number of hours per 
week to volunteering. Instead, our definition of 
helping the homeless must transform from some-
thing we do at Thanksgiving to assuage our guilt to 
an integral part of our everyday lives. Most impor-
tantly, our attitude toward poverty and homeless-
ness must be fundamentally altered.  

In the popular discourses of politics and media, 
homelessness is characterized as an abstract prob-
lem that needs to be solved. The topic of homeless-
ness surfaces most often in dehumanizing phrases 
such as “clean up the streets,” and huge statistics are 
thrown around as just another part of a struggling 
economy. Where is the humanity here? When seen 
as a political issue, a problem no more human than 
the budget deficit or gridlock in Congress, the mil-
lions of faces behind the term “homeless” disappear. 
It is almost as if we have forgotten that the adjective 
“homeless” is followed by the noun “person.” What 
we need is a redefinition, a new conceptualization, 
of homelessness not as a large, abstract problem, 
but as an affliction of millions of individual people.  

If we reconceptualize homelessness, our way of 
responding will naturally change as well. If we want 
to make a difference in the lives of homeless people, 
we have to start interacting with the people instead 
of just with the adjective “homeless.” What exactly 
does that mean? It means talking to the guy who 
stands in front of Morton Williams, not just handing 
him a quarter. It means sitting down in the subway 
station to have a conversation and share your lunch 
with the lady who always sits at the bottom of the 
stairs. Essentially, it means relating as people rather 
than as dollar signs. Eventually, you could make—
gasp—a homeless friend! This is precisely what I 
mean by investment and commitment. It’s all too 
easy to spend a couple of hours volunteering one 
Saturday in November. It requires a much greater 
investment to reach out personally to individuals in 
need, but this is what has the potential to effect real 
change in the lives of the homeless. Who knows—it 
might just change your life, too.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in philosophy and concentrating in anthropology. She 
is the social justice coordinator for the InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship.  

A new way to help 
the homeless

Give before Thanksgiving Is it hypocritical to give thanks through volunteerism only on Thanksgiving? Nicollette Barsamian argues 
that those who do so are romanticizing service, Maria Lantigua notes that hunger doesn’t only come 
on holidays, and Lucy Herz urges volunteers to remember that they’re serving individuals, not ideas.

BY MARIA LANTIGUA

In a couple of weeks, many of us will be go-
ing back home, sharing great times with relatives, 
and having a great feast. We have many different 
traditions, and for some of us, that includes taking 
time to give back to the needy in our communities. 
There’s something about Thanksgiving and other 
holidays that makes us think of others and their 
moments of despair. I believe it is the abundance 
of food during Thanksgiving that makes us think 
of the scarcity of resources that many members of 
our society have to endure. 

During high school, I began volunteering at a lo-
cal church with many of my classmates. It is a tradi-
tion in my school for students to gather and serve 
food at Trinity Church during Thanksgiving. Every 
time I’ve volunteered in that church, there have al-
ways been many volunteers and thus very little to do. 
Each person gets to serve food for twenty minutes at 
most. Throughout the years, we began using some 
creativity to increase the participation of volunteers 
by having some of the students sing and perform for 
those who stay to have dinner. We also spread out 
around the church and have conversations with the 
needy members of the community to make them feel 
welcome and to show them that they are not alone. 

It brings me joy to see so many young people 
volunteering and caring about the community. It 
would be even more wonderful to have so many 
individuals engage in the community year round. 
Taking time to volunteer during Thanksgiving is 
great, but it would be even better if we tried to 
volunteer as much as we can without having any 
special occasion to do so. 

During the holidays, many donate food to soup 
kitchens, churches, and shelters, but the reality 
is that the people who benefit from these orga-
nizations need the food year round. The need 
or hunger of people does not intensify during 
Thanksgiving—it is prevalent and present in their 
lives and thus there is always something we can 
do to help. Volunteering is a rewarding experience 
no matter what day of the year it is. What we have 
to understand is that hardship is a part of people’s 
everyday lives. I am by no means saying that indi-
viduals should not volunteer during Thanksgiving 
but that there are people who need and depend on 
our service at any time of the year. 

This past summer, I volunteered with City 
Meals on Wheels, and it was one of the most re-
warding experiences of my life. We started pack-
ing and serving meals really early in the morning 
and then began delivering them throughout vari-
ous locations in Manhattan. Many of the elderly 
we encountered that morning were alone in their 
apartments and probably had no other human in-
teraction during that weekend. I engaged in con-
versations with the other permanent volunteers, 
and many of them expressed the necessity for help-
ers throughout the year. They already had estab-
lished relationships with the senior citizens and 
shared how gratifying it was to take time out of 
their day to serve them. 

I wouldn’t say that volunteering at the church 
during Thanksgiving was more rewarding than 
volunteering with City Meals on Wheels—they 
were both worthwhile to me. Any endeavor which 
involves the true desire to help will be gratifying 
no matter who we are helping or what time of the 
year it is. It is easy to think that giving back during 
Thanksgiving and the holiday season can be more 
rewarding than giving back on any other day, but I 
think that volunteering during any time of the year 
is the greatest deed one can do. 

The author is a Columbia College junior majoring 
in Hispanic studies and sociology. She is the vice 
president of Grupo Quisqueyano.

Giving more than 
thanks

BY NICOLLETTE BARSAMIAN

If you’re the type of person who only chooses 
to help out at a soup kitchen on Thanksgiving, 
you’re probably just trying to alleviate your 
guilt. Yes, I’m all for helping out the hungry and 
homeless, but I object to people only choosing to 
help on one day out of the 365 days of the year. 

It’s very convenient to suddenly care so much 
about the poor once Thanksgiving comes around 
and you realize how content you are with your 
full three- to five-course Thanksgiving meal. 
What about all the other days? Those same peo-
ple are still starving on the days that aren’t the 
fourth Thursday of November. 

I propose there be some sort of requirement 
for helping out in soup kitchens on Thanksgiving. 
If you want to volunteer on Thanksgiving, you 
should have to volunteer at least one other day 
of the year. This might sound ridiculous and ex-
cessively strict, but the soup kitchens don’t need 
an endless supply of help on Thanksgiving fol-
lowed by limited help on the other days of the 
year. Another 3,000 people had the same great 
idea as you did (which is particularly evident in 
a city as big as New York) and wanted to help out 
as a way to give thanks. The soup kitchens get 
more than enough volunteers on Thanksgiving, 
and, as the old saying goes, too many cooks spoil 
the broth. The extra hands wind up being a hin-
drance, not a great help. With the requirement of 
helping out one other day, some of these people 
will probably choose not to volunteer at all. 

Contact your local soup kitchen before 
Thanksgiving. Find out if they have enough vol-
unteers for Thanksgiving or if an extra set of hands 
would be more useful in the days leading up to the 
holiday. Sometimes the kitchens need assistance 
buying supplies, food, and utensils. Ask them what 
they need and offer to help out. They might ask 
you to prepare food, pick up donations, take inven-
tory of food, set up tables, or clean up. Don’t just 
hold onto your glorified idea of filling a soup ladle 
and smiling at the tired homeless man in front of 
you who thanks you profusely. 

If you still insist on helping out on 
Thanksgiving Day, contact Meals on Wheels or 
another specialized organization that delivers 
food to those who can’t go out to get their own 
food. Many of the drivers for these organiza-
tions take Thanksgiving off, so they sometimes 
need the extra help on Thanksgiving. 

And if you still insist on the soup kitchen 
idea, then be aware that most soup kitchens have 
four- or five-hour shifts. You definitely won’t be 
needed for more than one shift.  

Yes, it may be Thanksgiving, and you want 
to help, but remember that these places need 
help year-round, not just when turkey season 
rolls around. A warning, though:  It won’t be as 
romantic as you imagined, and they might not 
even need you, but if you still feel like assuaging 
your guilt, go right ahead. 

The author is a Barnard College sophomore. 
She is a staff writer for Arts & Entertainment.

Too many 
volunteers spoil 
the broth 

There should be some sort of 
requirement. If you want to 
volunteer on Thanksgiving, 
you should have to volunteer 
at least one other day of 
the year. The soup kitchens 
don’t need an endless supply 
of help on Thanksgiving.

Any endeavor which involves 
the true desire to help is 
gratifying.

It is almost as if we have 
forgotten that the adjective 
“homeless” is followed by the 
noun “person.”
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BY M. ALEXANDER HARSTRICK

With thousands of people living, working and 
studying on this campus, it is easy to feel that 
both your good days and your bad days go un-
noticed and are inconsequential to those who 
do not know you personally. But as hundreds of 
students, faculty, and staff know firsthand, when 
you’re feeling at your worst, there is always 
someone to care for you. Columbia University 
Emergency Medical Services is available at no 
charge to help at absolutely any time of the day, 
every day. Today we need help in getting a new 
office space to ensure that we can keep up these 
efforts.

Currently, CU-EMS is housed in the base-
ment of Carman Hall. We are requesting to move 
into the old Center for Student Advising offices 
in Broadway. This is not to say that our current 
office space is inadequate, but in light of the 
consolidation of CSA, there is an opportunity 
to obtain a space that will be a significant im-
provement. We are well aware of the premium 
on space at Columbia, but we believe that CU-
EMS is the best candidate for occupying the 
Broadway location.

CU-EMS is a University-funded volunteer 
ambulance corps whose student members com-
mit to at least one 12-hour shift every week and 
another 12-hour shift every other weekend. 
While a crew of four students is on call at any 
given time, students must be no farther than 
four minutes away from the ambulance. This 
policy ensures that our response time to local 
emergencies is minutes faster than 911, and in 
EMS, minutes mean lives. CU-EMS is committed 
to quality, community-centered care, and, while 
our members enjoy fulfilling this important role 
on campus, we make substantial sacrifices to 
meet the organization’s high standards.

Over the past several years, we have seen a 
substantial increase in our call volume: We’re 
running about 150 more calls a year than we 
did six years ago, and the numbers suggest an 
upward trend. Due to this increase, while on 
call, students are being called out of class more 
frequently and getting less sleep at night. The 
stress of these challenges is relieved by short-
ening shifts and working around class sched-
ules, which is fairly easy to do when the mem-
bership is large. Unfortunately, our current 
office space does not lend itself to increased 
membership. CU-EMS cannot hold vital train-
ing sessions or emergency medical technician 
classes in the current office, and we face chal-
lenges when reserving spaces because we are 
not a student club. The Broadway space offers 
a solution to this problem—it is large enough 

to accommodate most trainings and generally 
increased membership.

Additionally, our diverse membership has the 
same personal concerns and array of religious 
backgrounds as any other Columbia group. Our 
current space has two couches and a bunk bed, 
all in the same room. While on call, 91 percent 
of CU-EMS members live in the office because 

their residences are outside of the four-min-
ute response range. Thus, members must sleep 
in the same room as each other, regardless of 
gender—an unavoidable scenario that is against 
current University policy. This is not only un-
comfortable for some students, but it is, in some 
cases, prohibited by some students’ religions, 

and as the program grows, we need to be able to 
offer all members appropriate accommodations.

Furthermore, even working in the office dur-
ing the day is often incredibly challenging due to 
the noise level of the music practice room that 
is adjacent to the office. Members use the of-
fice to study instead of a library to avoid leaving 
their belongings unattended when responding 
to calls. Finally, we do not receive cellular re-
ception in the Carman basement, and we must 
be accessible by phone in the event of a radio 
malfunction. The Broadway space, rooms 102 
and 103, will fix all of these issues. 

Fortunately, our request has been impres-
sively well received, and I have not met a sin-
gle administrator on this campus who has not 
supported our bid for the Broadway space. In 
a campus-wide petition, we have been able to 
garner hundreds of student signatures in less 
than a week pledging the same support. It is 
good to know that now that CU-EMS is the one 
in need, the campus is answering the call. Once 
this process is complete, we hope to have a sig-
nificantly better office in Broadway 102 and 103 
that will allow CU-EMS to become an even bet-
ter ambulance service. CU-EMS is always just a 
call away, and we hope to continue this promise 
for years to come.

The author is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in political science and Spanish. He is 
the vice captain of CU-EMS and crew chief. 

A call for help from
CU-EMS

CU-EMS is available at no 
charge to help at absolutely 
any time of the day, every 
day. Today we need help in 
getting a new oΩice space to 
ensure that we can keep up 
these eΩorts. 
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first 11 points for Columbia and 
almost single-handedly kept his 
team in the game.

“He played terrific—he kept 
us in the game in the first half,” 
Smith said after the game.

Agho finished the first 
half with 21 points on 6-for-9 
shooting.

“I just wanted to come out 
and make a statement,” he said 
of his first half performance. 
“I’m just playing my game.”

Though Agho accounted 
for the majority of Columbia’s 
first-half points, there were 
other offensive contributors as 
well. Sophomore point guard 
Brian Barbour had eight points 
for the Light Blue, and fresh-
man guard Steve Frankoski 
had six. Grimes led the Lions 
on the boards in the first half 
with four rebounds.

The second half started 
much like the first one ended, 
with Columbia firing on all cyl-
inders. The Lions expanded 
their lead to 12 in just two min-
utes thanks to a layup by Grimes 
and six points by senior center 
Max Craig. 

The Explorers shifted their 
defense to contain Agho after 
halftime, and he only scored 
five more points. With the at-
tention more on him, though, 
Agho was able to spread the 
wealth.

“I think they focused on me 
more, I think I was able to pass 
the ball a lot more—other guys 
stepped up and did a great job,” 
he said of the second half. “I 
became more of a facilitator.”

Though the Explorers start-
ed to chip away at the deficit, 
the Light Blue held onto its 
lead until just over four min-
utes were remaining. La Salle’s 
Guillandeaux knocked down 
three consecutive three-point 
shots to give the Explorers a 
73-69 lead with 3:18 to play, and 
they closed out the game with a 
9-2 run to take the win, 82-71.

“The kid [Guillandeaux] at 
the end hit some tough shots—
we made some mistakes on 
defense, but it ebbs and flows, 
and unfortunately the last wave 
wasn’t in our favor,” Agho said 
after the game.

Though Guillandeaux was 
occasionally left open, most of 
his three-pointers were con-
tested by the Light Blue.

“We just couldn’t stop them—
it’s as simple as that,” Smith said. 
“We were trying to mix up de-
fenses and had done a decent job 
playing zone, and then Ruben 
Guillendeaux got it going.”

Guillandeaux finished with 
a game-high 29 points, thanks 
in large part to his six second-
half threes. 

“I think the difference is 
Ruben Guillandeaux today,” 
Grimes said. “In the second 
half, he really turned it on. He 
hit about five threes in a row, 
and I think that really gave 
them a momentum swing.” 

While they didn’t get the 
result they wanted, there were 
plenty of positives that the Lions 
could take away from the game.

“As a team, we just got to do 
some things at the end, but I 
have really high hopes,” Agho 
said. “I think there were a lot 
of stretches out here where 
we looked really, really, really 
good, and I think that for a 
first game, we did a lot of great 
things. I think we’re going to 
be able to build on that as the 
season goes on.” 

In addition to Agho’s, there 
were a few strong individual 
performances. Grimes, who was 
injured at the end of last sea-
son, had 11 rebounds and nine 
points. Barbour, who missed 
practice earlier in the week be-
cause of illness, finished with 
10 points, five assists, and just 
one turnover. 

“I thought Brian [Barbour] 
played terrific,” Smith said. “He 
runs the team, he’s got a good 
awareness out there, and he made 
some pretty big plays for us.”

In his first collegiate game, 
Frankoski had a solid perfor-
mance as well, posting eight 
points, two rebounds, and a steal.

“He played great, and we 
need that—we’re going to need 
that every game,” Agho said of 
Frankoski. “I know he’s up for 
the challenge, and I’m excited 
to play with him for the rest of 
the year.”

The Lions will try for their 
first win Monday night at 7 p.m. 
in Levien Gymnasium when 
they face Maryland Eastern 
Shore in their home opener. 

“As far as the game goes, we 
dominated the first half and con-
tinued to create chances even 
when we were a man down,” he 
said. “But it just wasn’t enough 
today. We followed our game 
plan well—and the priority was 
to not concede in the last 30 min-
utes, and we did that.”

The game marked the fi-
nal contest for the three senior 
Lions: Adafin, Johns, and Peppe 
Carotenuto. 

Words were few, as emo-
tions governed the seniors’ post-
match reactions. Adafin was 
grateful for the opportunity he 
has had. 

“It’s been fantastic, and I ap-
preciate the opportunity to have 
been a part of this team,” Adafin 
said. “I’ve enjoyed my time, and 
I’m definitely a better player and 
person leaving the program than 
I was coming in. I appreciate the 
support of everyone that made 
this so special for me.” 

Johns focused on the promise 
of the Lions team.

“Everyone put in a good ef-
fort, and we played with our 
heart and soul,” Johns said. “It’s 
four results in a row in the con-
ference, and we’re proud of that. 
I’m happy for the team and the 
potential that’s there. I can’t wait 
to come back in the future and 
see what the team can do.”

And with that, another sea-
son is over. It was a season full 
of dramatic highs at Harvard, 
the Mayor’s Cup, the come-
back against Seton Hall, as 
well as the last-gasp home win 
against Dartmouth. However, 
there were also occasional lows 
at venues such as Providence, 
Philadelphia, and, too often, at 
Columbia Soccer Stadium in 
contests against Adelphi, Saint 
Peter’s, and the heartbreaker 
against eventual champions 
Princeton. Most of all, though, 
2009-2010 has been a season in 
which the Lions have re-estab-
lished themselves as a team that, 
on its day, can outplay anyone in 
the conference.

of the game. However, many ex-
perts say that concussions often 
go undiagnosed and misidenti-
fied as merely big hits. While 
Thomas was never diagnosed 
with a concussion, it is more 
than likely that he endured 
at least one during his career. 
Therefore, players need to be 
more conscious of their own 
health and not afraid to sit out 
if necessary. A line needs to be 
drawn between being tough and 
being safe. 

In fact, lawmakers in 
Washington, D.C., took immedi-
ate action following Thomas’s 
death to pass a bill that required 
concussed athletes to receive 
medical approval before return-
ing to the playing field. The 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee recently proposed 
a bill called the Concussion 
Treatment and Care Tools Act 
that has passed in the House of 
Representatives and will be up 
for a vote in the Senate. The bill 
intends to establish and imple-
ment concussion management 
guidelines for children ages 
five to 18. Such a safeguard will 
hopefully reduce exacerbating 
injuries in young athletes.

While advances in medical 
technology and safer ath-
letic equipment have and will 
continue to assuage the brunt 
of big hits, I support more 
regulation and penalization 
when it comes to unnecessarily 
dangerous contact. This system 
is currently embraced by other 
contact sports such as hockey 
in order to discourage unwar-
ranted violence. For example, 
when Washington Capitals 
superstar Alexander Ovechkin 
checked Brian Campbell of the 
Chicago Blackhawks head-first 
into the boards last season, he 
was issued a two-game suspen-
sion (which cost him $232,645 
from his salary) in addition to 

a five-minute boarding penalty. 
Campbell suffered a broken 
clavicle and ribs, sidelining 
him for the rest of the regu-
lar season. While some say 
Ovechkin’s questionable hit 
should have warranted an even 
longer suspension, the NHL 
nonetheless demonstrated that 
it would not tolerate such be-
havior. Major League Baseball 
is also considering imple-
menting a seven-day disabled 
list just for head injuries in 
response to concussions, and 
the NCAA passed new rules 
on concussions immediately 
following Thomas’s death re-
quiring that players receive 
professional medical atten-
tion when dealing with head 
trauma. As cases like Thomas’s 
indicate that hits beginning at 
a young age can lead to CTE, 
more stringent standards and 
repercussions for unnecessary 
violence need to be implement-
ed in pre-professional-level 
sports to minimize the risks 
involved. 

According to the CSTE, 17 of 
18 contact sport athletes exam-
ined were posthumously dis-
covered to have traces of CTE. 
Short of not playing a sport, sig-
nificant preventative measures 
must be implemented in sports 
of every level to reduce CTE 
and its symptoms. Thomas’s 
death marked the second sui-
cide in five years by Penn foot-
ball players (the first was Kyle 
Ambrogi, though his depression 
was never linked to CTE). The 
Ivy League is as vulnerable to 
concussions and CTE as the 
NFL. While steps are slowly 
starting to be taken, more needs 
to be done by players, coaches, 
and administrators starting as 
early as in little league to reduce 
CTE in athletes and prevent 
future tragedies.

Michael Shapiro is a List College 
junior majoring in history and 

modern Jewish studies. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

“We kind of held them in a 
relative check—I mean, we’re 
probably lucky we weren’t down 
20—but I don’t think you can spot 
a good team that kind of lead and 
expect to come back and eventu-
ally win the game,” Nixon said. “I 
mean, it’s one thing to be able to 
come back and get it close. But 
when you make your run now, in-
stead of you taking the lead, now 
you’ve just gotten closer to them.”

Dwyer ended the Lions’ 
drought with a jumper, and fresh-
man guard Brianna Orlich scored 
on Columbia’s next possession. 
Long Island’s 10-2 lead had be-
come a 10-6 advantage. But the 
Blackbirds responded with seven 
unanswered points, the last two 
coming from an open layup off a 
full-court inbounds pass.

Still, Columbia did not allow 
its deficit to become too unman-
ageable. While the Lions trailed 
by seven after Dwyer’s third foul, 
they ended the first half with a 6-0 
run. Sophomore forward Tyler 

Simpson started the rally with 
a jumper, Orlich followed with 
two foul shots, and Simpson then 
made two free throws of her own. 
With 43 seconds left, Columbia 
faced just a one-point deficit.

The Lions had the chance to 
enter halftime with a lead, but a 
bad pass by junior guard Melissa 
Shafer with six seconds to play 
led to a steal by Long Island. The 
Blackbirds tried a long 3-pointer 
at the buzzer, but it did not fall. 
Long Island held a 30-29 advan-
tage at the intermission.

The Blackbirds opened the 
second half with a 7-1 run. With 
14:24 remaining, they held a 
43-37 lead. But Columbia did 
not fold. First, Orlich made 
a 3-pointer. Then, just under 
two minutes later, she passed 
to freshman forward Blaine 
Frohlich, who found freshman 
center Courtney Bradford for 
a layup. Bradford was fouled 
while shooting and completed 
the three-point play.

Columbia’s momentum faded 
as Long Island scored six unan-
swered points. The Blackbirds 

went on another 6-0 run a few 
minutes later and led 56-46 with 
6:12 left. After that, Columbia did 
not get any closer than within six 
points—to which Long Island re-
sponded with a trey—and fell in 
its season opener.

Including Dwyer, four 
Columbia players scored in 
double digits. Simpson, in her 
first career start, went 4-for-5 
from the field and 5-for-6 from 
the foul line to finish with 13 
points. Orlich was the only non-
starter to reach double digits for 
the Lions, also contributing 13 
points. Barry scored 10 points 
but missed nine of 11 field goals.

For Long Island, junior for-
ward Ashley Palmer scored a 
game-high 18 points, hitting 
eight of 11 field goals and two of 
four free-throws. Senior guard 
Heidi Mothershead and senior 
forward Chelsi Johnson also 
scored in double digits.

Columbia continues noncon-
ference play against Fairleigh 
Dickinson on Tuesday. Tip-
off is set for 7 p.m. at Levien 
Gymnasium. 

Agho accounts for majority 
of Lions’ first-half points

Lions suΩer defeat in first game of season
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The Ivy League is 
as vulnerable to 
concussions and 
CTE as the NFL. 

Concussion
management
a necessity MEN’S BASKETBALL

 from back page

SHAPIRO from back page

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
 from back page

“For a first game, 
we did a lot of great 
things. I think we’re 
going to be able to 
build on that as the 
season goes on.”

­—Noruwa Agho, 
junior guard 

FILE PHOTO

FOUR FOULS  |  Senior Lauren Dwyer scored a team-high 17 points before committing her fourth foul.

Lions end season tied for fifth in league
SOCCER from page 8
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BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

THESIS INTERVIEWS WANTED 
I am writing my Barnard senior thesis 
on young women and bulimia. Please 
respond to Leah Greer at leg2138@
barnard.edu if you are interested in 
learning more about my thesis or are 
open to having a confidential conver-
sation.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
IVY LEAGUE ALUM seeks egg donor. 
Successful NY careerwoman. Married 
at 39, failed IVF’s, need an Egg Donor 
to bring another soul into the world. 
Jewish preferred: hopefulmom38@
yahoo.com. $10K winter break. Tax 
exempt

 
LOOKING FOR THIRD YEAR law stu-
dent or grad P/T for legal research. 
Contact Rosemarie at 1 (718) 265-
1872 or 1 (347) 598-7798 9 am-5 pm, 
7 days.
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED 
Writer seeks P/T Assistant to help or-
ganize manuscript dealing with board 
game Scrabble. Must in interested in 
humorous poetry and should be free 
to work Sundays 12 to 4 pm. Email: 
matisse33@aol.com

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Impeccable credentials. Warm but di-
rect. UWS location. Columbia Student 
Health Insurance accepted. See www. 
juliemarcuse.com; (212) 873-1414.

TOGETHER SINCE HIGH SCHOOL 
with loving families nearby. Warm pro-
fessional couple will love and cherish 
your baby. Allowable expenses paid. 
Please call Kim 1 (877) 318-3250.

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATE who is 
male. Ideal if light on luggage + have 
twin-sized air-bed. We’re sharing BR, 
other room dining room/kitchenette. 
Well-equipped kitch, nice lounge area, 
entertainment system. Bathtub, show-
er. Great light. Quite small but well-
placed furnishings, comfortable. Easy-
going roommate (I am female, smoker). 
Cat in-house, walk-up. Stay on monthly 
basis, pay $100 non-refundable de-
posit. Rent is $700 flat rate. Immedi-
ate move-in. Close to 1-2-3 and A-C-
B-D lines. Nearby parks, coffee shops. 
(646) 401-4384
HARLEM, MORNINGSIDE HEIGHTS, 
Washington Heights real estate spe-
cialist. Studio, 1 BR apts available for 
rent. Call Zoom 342-664-3948.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



into halftime with a seven-point 
deficit.

“That last drive at the end of 
the half, that was a killer,” head 
coach Norries Wilson said. “I 
never doubted that we would 
come back from it, though I 
would have liked to at least have 
gotten the opportunity to at least 
get three points there, but Sean 
tried to make a play and their 
guy made a play and picked it 
off and ended the half.”

Brackett’s decision to throw 
short of the goal marker with 
time running low and the field 
goal unit standing by raised 
eyebrows.

“He was supposed to throw 
the ball into the end zone or 
throw it out of the back of the 
end zone and line up and kick 
the field goal,” Wilson said. 
“Now, he didn’t do that. You’d 
have to ask Sean why he didn’t 
do that. But he said he was try-
ing to hit the snag route, and he 
didn’t hit the snag—well, he hit 
the snag, just the snag had on the 
wrong color jersey.”

The Light Blue received after 
the break, and Brackett started 
to look as comfortable scram-
bling as he did earlier in the 
season. He defused a third-and-
eight situation with a nine-yard 
carry to keep the drive alive. 
A pitch to running back Nick 
Gerst gained 16 yards and a 17-
yard connection over the middle 
to Kennedy kept the ball mov-
ing, but Brackett only picked 
up one yard on fourth-and-two 
from the 30 after communica-
tion problems with the sideline 
forced him to run the key play 
in a hurry.

The teams exchanged punts 
on their next possessions, but 
Cornell came back with a 27-yard 
touchdown pass to tight end J.C. 
Tretter for a 14-point lead with 
2:47 to go in the third.

The Lions finished the frame 
with a 70-yard touchdown drive 
of their own, which culminated 
with a three-yard scoring pass to 
Kennedy on the first play of the 
fourth quarter. A 23-yard side-
line pass to wide receiver Kurt 
Williams and two big rushes by 

Brackett paced Columbia on the 
drive.

After forcing a three-and-out 
for Cornell, the Lions got the ball 
back and drove all the way to the 
three before a series of incom-
plete passes compelled them to 
settle for the easy field goal. They 
trailed by just four with 10:52 
remaining.

Each team bore down on de-
fense, and Columbia had one last 
chance to score after starting 
from its own 41 with 2:37 remain-
ing and two timeouts to burn. 
Brackett kept the Lions alive with 
a key third-down scramble into 
Cornell territory and a 10-yard 
pass to Williams down to the 33. 

A six-yard completion to wide 
receiver Nico Gutierrez brought 
up fourth and inches from the 
two with 45 seconds left on the 

clock. Wilson burned a timeout 
and had Brackett lunge forward 
on a quarterback sneak. He got 
near the goal line and then spiked 
the ball to stop the clock. On the 
next play, Brackett lined up in the 
shotgun and dove forward across 
the line for the game-winning 
touchdown.

“It was a great last drive,” 
Brackett said. “I don’t know how 
many yards it was, but everyone 
just made a play. Our linemen 
blocked and everyone just made 
a play when they needed to, so 
I think that was really big for a 
change, and it was pretty good 
for me personally, getting over a 
little hump.”

“It was just a persistent effort 
by the whole team to just keep 
playing away,” senior captain 
Kennedy said. “You know, we 

went down 14, but we still kept 
our focus.”

Much of the credit for 
Saturday’s comeback win has 
to go to the defense, which 
consistently shut down the 

Cornell attack late in the game 
and gave Wilson the confidence 
he needed to call for punts on 
fourth down.

“Once we start on that roll, 
when we’re getting three-and-
out, three-and-out, three-and-
out, you just see it in their faces,” 
senior linebacker and captain 
Matt Moretto said. “And you see 
the looks on ours, and they’re 
completely different, and you feel 
that high and you feel unstoppa-
ble. So I give a lot of credit to my 
guys, defense and offense, just 
persevering.”

Brackett finished 19-41 on the 
day with 204 passing yards, one 
touchdown, and an interception. 
He also rushed for 151 yards and 
a six-pointer. 

“I think he’s put that perfec-
tion thing on the shelf,” Wilson 

said of Brackett’s strong perfor-
mance. The sophomore signal-
caller seemed to be battling a 
leg injury in the waning mo-
ments of the game, but he dis-
pelled any concerns with three 
words in the post-game press 
conference.

“Yeah, I’m good,” he said.
With his last-minute extra 

point, Eddy broke the school re-
cord with 26 points after touch-
down in a single season.

For Cornell, Mathews was 17-
36 with 197 yards. Running back 
Grant Gellatly led his team in 
rushing with 56 yards. With the 
loss, the Big Red fell to 2-7 on the 
year (1-5 Ivy).

The Lions will look to wrap 
up their season on a positive note 
against Brown in Providence, R.I., 
this coming Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 

Later in the final quarter, a 
Cornell punt put the Lions at 
their own 41-yard line with 2:37 
remaining. Columbia was in 
desperate need of a touchdown, 
and again, it was Brackett that 
carried the drive. On a third-
and-10 from the Columbia 41, 
he evaded two tackles for a 
16-yard rush and first down 
to keep the home team in the 
contest. 

Brackett’s passing set up 
a second-and-four from the 
Cornell 27. He then scrambled 
and passed to Ian Cummins 
for a 15-yard gain to bring 
Columbia to the Cornell 12 
with 47 seconds left to play. 
Soon, on fourth and inches, 
Brackett kept the ball for two 
yards to make it first-and-goal 
from the Cornell one. 

On second-and-goal, Brackett 
took two steps before diving over 

a pile of linemen for a quarter-
back sneak. The touchdown 
with 37 seconds remaining gave 
Columbia the lead and the win. 

“The last drive, I thought, 
was big for me personally,” 
he said. “In the last couple of 
weeks, we’ve been in that situ-
ation with two minutes to go 
and it hasn’t worked out, but 
everyone stepped up this time. 
It was really big for the team 
and big for me.”

Head coach Norries Wilson 
felt that the team stepped it up 
on the final drive, which con-
sisted of 13 plays over 59 yards 
in just 2:08.

“It was the drive that put us 
over the top,” Wilson said. “The 
last couple of weeks, I’ve been 
making excuses not to do two-
minute on Thursday practices, 
because the defense kicks the 
offense’s butt. This time, the 
guys just came out and played 
and got up to the line, and Sean 

got a scramble. He had a guy 
open and Kurt [Williams] made 
a big catch.”

Wilson was pleased with 
Brackett’s return to form.

“I think he’s doing what the 
coaches are asking him to do, 
and he’s making good deci-
sions with the football outside 
of the interceptions,” he said. 
“He’s pulling the ball down and 
running, and I thought he did a 
good job with that today.” 

Brackett ’s 151 rushing 
yards were more than double 
Cornell’s team total of 74. After 
the 351-yard game against the 
Big Red, Brackett’s total of-
fense for the season stands 
at a league-best 2,421 yards—
enough to put him fourth on 
Columbia’s all-time single-sea-
son chart. With one game left 
to play, his weekend showing 
has put Jeff Otis’ 2,675-yard, 
third-place spot in serious 
jeopardy. 

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Staff Writer

The men’s soccer team (6-8-3, 
2-3-2 Ivy) made it three confer-
ence shutouts in a row as they 
played out a goal-less draw with 
Cornell (4-8-5, 0-5-2 Ivy) in this 
weekend’s season finale. Even 
though both sides were insepa-
rable after two periods of over-
time, the game was full of action 
and far more entertaining than 
the scoreline suggests. 

The Light Blue had the bet-
ter of the Big Red for the first 80 
minutes but found itself a man 
down when goalkeeper Alex 
Aurrichio was sent off after be-
ing given a red card. The Lions 
battled hard for the remaining 
half-hour and made it 313 con-
secutive minutes without con-
ceding a goal in Ivy League play 
as the Big Red could not make 
use of their extra man. 

Not giving up a match in 
the past four conference games 
means that the Lions finish tied 
with Harvard for fifth place in 
the league and gives the Lions 
their best season record since 
2003, when they finished third. 

The home team dominated 
the proceedings early but could 
not find the right touch needed 
for the breakthrough. Defender 
Ronnie Shaban headed a Nick 
Scott corner wide in the third 
minute, and freshman Steven 
Daws fired narrowly wide after 
a marauding run soon after. 

Sophomore Scott shot wide 
after being set up by classmate 
Will Stamatis in the 19th minute, 
and junior Mike Mazzullo added 
to his side’s offense in the 24th 
minute with a long-distance 
attempt, but Rick Pflasterer in 
Cornell’s goal was equal to the 
task.

The visitors were unable to 
muster a shot in the first half, as 
the Lions led the shot count 5-0 
going in to the break. 

At the start of the second pe-
riod, freshman David Najem had 
a chance to give Columbia the 

lead when senior Bayo Adafin 
found him, but the freshman’s 
effort was cleared by a Cornell 
defender on the goal line.

The Big Red threatened on 
a three-against-two counter 
attack in the 52nd minute, but 
Shaban was able to track back 
and cut out the pass that would 
have put a Cornell forward clean 
through on goal. 

The Lion’s defense has been 
rock-solid in recent games, and 
this was no different. Senior 
Hayden Johns, Shaban, and fel-
low juniors Nick Faber and Jesse 
Vella stood firm for the duration 
of the contest and gave Cornell the 
hard task of breaking them down. 

However, the encounter 
would flare up with 10 minutes 
to go, as Aurrichio was left in a 
one-on-one situation and had no 

choice but to run out of his box 
and go for the ball. He took out 
the Cornell attacker running at 
him, and was issued a red card 
for the foul. The Lions brought 
on freshman Michael Attal, who 
saved the ensuing free kick be-
fore he even had a chance to 
warm up.

Johns made a crucial block in 
the 84th minute, as he deflected 
Daniel Haber’s goal-bound ef-
fort to safety, and that was the 
last chance of note as both sides 
battled bravely in the 20 minutes 
of overtime but could not create 
a game-winning opportunity.  

Aurrichio and Attal each 
made one save in the combined 
shutout, and Pflasterer was 
called into action on three oc-
casions. The Lions ended with 
an 8-5 lead in shots.

Head coach Kevin Anderson 
could not fault his side’s effort.
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With a 3-0 victory over 
Brown, the Columbia volley-
ball team tied its 2001 pro-
gram record for Ivy wins in 
a season—despite falling 3-0 
to Yale the day before—and 
broke the mark set in 2000 
for best total record.

With the doublehead-
er split, Columbia (16-9, 
8-6 Ivy) will finish at least 
fourth and could tie for third 
if Princeton (13-11, 8-5 Ivy) 
loses to Penn (15-10, 11-2) 
next week.

The Lions headed into the 
weekend following a sensa-
tional victory over Princeton 
that gave them their first sea-
son sweep ever against the 
Tigers. However, despite 
playing at home, Columbia 
was trounced by Yale in 

three sets, falling 25-21, 25-
19, 27-25. 

The Light Blue was stifled 
by the Yale defense, which 
held the Lions to an attack 
percentage of just 0.077 for 
the match. The Bulldogs 
dominated the Lions up front 
as well: Yale finished the 
match with 19 blocks com-
pared to Columbia’s 10.

The following day, 
Columbia rebounded in style, 
defeating Brown 25-15, 25-16, 
25-19 to end the season with 
its most convincing perfor-
mance of the year. 

With the conclusion of the 
Brown game, Columbia se-
nior libero Martina Kajanova 
ended her decorated career 
with the Light Blue in front 
of 223 fans.

Freshman Madeline 
Rumer ended her spectacu-
lar first season with a strong 
performance against Brown, 
recording an attack percent-
age of 0.527.

By sweeping Columbia 
and Cornell, Yale (18-7, 12-2 
Ivy) clinched at least a share 
of the Ivy title. The afore-
mentioned Penn-Princeton 
game will determine wheth-
er Yale, which is currently on 
a 10-match win streak, wins 
the title outright.

—Michael Zhong

Lions split weekend matches, meet program record for Ivy wins

VOLLEYBALL

Men’s soccer team draws with Cornell

ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GOAL-LESS  |  Bayo Adafin was one of three seniors to play his last 
college soccer game against the Big Red, which ended with no goals. 

SEE SOCCER, page 6

Brackett’s run game key to winning drive
BRACKETT from back page

CORNELL

COLUMBIA

0

0

YALE

COLUMBIA

3

0

BROWN

COLUMBIA

0

3

“It was a great last 
drive. I don’t know 
how many yards it 
was, but everyone 
just made a play. ” 

—Sean Brackett, 
sophomore quarterback

ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LAST HURRAH  |  In his last college home game, senior linebacker and captain Alex Gross (#37) led the Columbia defense with 14 tackles, nine of which were solo.

Seniors earn 
win in final 
home game
FOOTBALL from back page
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MONDAY MORNING 
QUARTERBACK

 

1 Jim “On the Couch” Pagels 40-32

2 Michele “I Can See Cleary Now” Cleary 39-33

3 Victoria “Batting a Thousand” Jones 38-34

4 Bart “The Tailgaiting Tales” Lopez 35-39

5 Kunal “Moving the Chains” Gupta 34-38

5 Michael “Turn Up the Mike” Shapiro 34-38

7 Lauren “Shiver Me Timbers” Seaman 33-39

7 Lucas “In the Refrigerator” Shaw 33-39

9 Jacob “Eye on the Ball” Levenfeld 31-41

10 Zach “Boom Goes the Dynamite” Glubiak 25-47

PIXBOX STANDINGS: WEEK 10

OVERALL IVY
POINTS 

FOR
POINTS 

AGAINST

PENN 8-1 6-0 259 138

YALE 7-2 5-1 203 183

HARVARD 6-3 4-2 245 166

BROWN 5-4 4-2 209 194

DARTMOUTH 5-4 2-4 233 212

COLUMBIA 4-5 2-4 206 190

CORNELL 2-7 1-5 117 243

PRINCETON 1-8 0-6 165 303

IVY LEAGUE FOOTBALL STANDINGS

play of the game

3. Description of third 
part of the play.

2. Description of 
second part of the 
play.

1. Description of first 
part of the play.

GAME THREE
VS. PRINCETON

W 42-14

GAME FOUR
VS. LAFAYETTE

W 42-28

GAME ONE
VS. FORDHAM

L 16-9

GAME FIVE
@ PENN

L 27-13

GAME SIX
VS. DARTMOUTH

L 24-21

GAME SEVEN
@ YALE
L 31-28

GAME EIGHT
@ HARVARD

L 23-7

GAME NINE
VS. CORNELL

W 20-17

GAME TEN
@ BROWN

11/20

GAME TWO
VS. TOWSON

W 24-10

record

key drives

50 40 30 20 10 G40302010G

week9#

Sophomore quarterback Sean Brackett 
returned to his early-season form Satur-
day, rushing for 151 yards and passing for 
204. On the winning drive, it was Brack-
ett who dove over the pile of linemen in 
front of him to score the touchdown.

game ball

On that last, winning drive, the offense 
spread the ball around, keeping the Big 
Red defense on its toes. Brackett not only 
ran the ball himself but also handed it off to 
Nick Gerst and threw it to Kurt Williams, 
Nico Gutierrez, and Andrew Kennedy.

best call

On the Light Blue’s first drive of the third 
quarter, an incomplete pass to Kennedy 
brought up fourth and two. Miscommu-
nication rushed the fourth down play, 
and Brackett was only able to carry the 
ball one yard, resulting in a turnover.

worst call

At the end of the third quarter, the Light 
Blue offense started a drive from its own 
30-yard line that ended with a touchdown 
pass from Brackett to Kennedy. The Lions 
had been trailing 17-3 before the score, 
and that drive sparked their comeback.

turning point

CORNELL, 1ST QUARTER: 
7 PLAYS, 54 YARDS, 2:58 
RESULT: TOUCHDOWN, 
7-0 CORNELL

CO
LU

M
B

IA

CO
R

N
ELL

CORNELL, 3RD QUARTER: 
6 PLAYS, 58 YARDS, 2:14 
RESULT: TOUCHDOWN, 17-3 
CORNELL

COLUMBIA, 4TH QUARTER: 9 PLAYS, 
70 YARDS, 2:45 RESULT: TOUCHDOWN, 
17-10 CORNELL

COLUMBIA, 4TH QUARTER: 13 
PLAYS, 59 YARDS, 2:08 RESULT: 
TOUCHDOWN, 20-17 COLUMBIA

After a competitive bat-
tle in New Haven, Conn., on 
Saturday, the women’s swim-
ming and diving team fell to 
Yale, 174-126, in its first meet 
of the season. 

Columbia started off the 
evening by taking first in 
the 200 medley relay with 
a time of 1:45:64. Freshman 
Alena Kluge, senior Annie 
Perizzolo, and sophomores 
Caroline Lukins and Katie 
Meili contributed to the 
win, beating the Bulldogs by 
just two-tenths of a second 
in that race. 

In the 1,000 free, fresh-
man Aileen Smith came out 
strong for the Lions, winning 
in 10:15:54, while sophomore 
Molly Dengler placed sec-
ond in 10:19:70. Yale swept 
the 200 free, winning first 
through third places, and also 
took the top two spots in the 
100 back. 

However, the Light Blue’s 
Perizzolo and Mariele Dunn 
placed first and second in the 
100 back to keep the score 
close. Perizzolo also went on 
to win the 200 breast, while 
Meili took first in the 100 free 

with a time of 52:39. 
Although freshman 

Kathleen Furr took third 
in both diving events, Yale 
was able to seize first and 
second and secure the top 
spots in the 50 free, 500 
free, 100 butterfly, and 100 
IM as well, holding on to the 
lead and eventually topping 
the Lions by 50 points.

Columbia’s next event 
will be its Ivy home open-
er against Harvard, which 
will be held in Uris Pool this 
Friday, Nov. 19, at 2 p.m.

—Julia Garrison  

Women’s swimming and diving suΩers defeat against Yale 
SWIMMING

The men’s swimming and 
diving team had a successful 
weekend, winning its open-
ing dual league meets against 
Penn and Yale.

The weekend began at 
home with an impressive 
198.5-101.5 victory over the 
Quakers. The diving team 
helped the Lions take an 
early lead, with sophomore 
Jason Collazo, senior David 
Levkoff, and sophomore 
Michaelangelo Borghi fin-
ishing two-three-four in the 
three-meter diving competi-
tion. Levkoff and Collazo also 
went one-two in the one-me-
ter diving contest.

As the night progressed, the 
Light Blue did not stop win-
ning. Among Columbia’s many 
victories, senior Adam Powell 

won the 50 and 100 free, set-
ting new pool records for both 
races. He finished the 50 free 
in a time of 20.15, breaking the 
previous record of 20.24, set in 
2003. Powell broke his second 
record of the night when he 
finished the 100 free in a time 
of 44.42. Columbia swept the 
200 free thanks to an impres-
sive freshman effort in which 
Eric Traub, Daniel Tan, and 
Nathan Yueh finished first, 
second, and third, respective-
ly. The Lions also swept the 
100 back, with junior Johnny 
Bailey earning first place.

Columbia continued to win 
on Saturday and finished the 
night with a 177-122 triumph 
over Yale, its first win in New 
Haven in over 20 years.

Powell again won the 50 

and 100 free in 20.01 and 44.16 
seconds, respectively, surpass-
ing his record-setting time of 
20.15 in the 50 free from the 
previous night. Junior Bruno 
Esquen was a double winner 
after finishing first in the 100 
and 200 fly. The Light Blue had 
first-place finishes in many 
events, including the opening 
and closing races of the night: 
the 400 relay and the 200 med-
ley. Collazo swept the one- and 
three-meter diving events, and 
Levkoff finished second in the 
one-meter event.

The Lions ended the week-
end with a 2-0 overall re-
cord. The team will travel to 
Harvard and Navy next week 
as it looks for continued suc-
cess in its dual meet season. 

—Rebeka Cohan 

Men’s swimming team dominates against Penn, Yale

The Lions opened their 
season this weekend at the 
Bearcat Open, which featured 
wrestlers from 20 different 
schools on 10 different mats. 

The event was a double-
elimination tournament in 
which the losers of each match 
dropped down to the conso-
lation bracket. The results 
showed the team’s strength 
going into the rest of the sea-
son, especially in the 149- and 
285-pound weight classes. 
Sophomore 149-pounder 
Steve Santos, who placed sec-
ond at last year’s tournament, 
lost a chance to be in the finals 
when Cornell’s Kyle Dake, the 
eventual tournament cham-
pion, beat him 8-0. Santos re-
deemed himself in the conso-
lation bracket, though, when 

he defeated Binghamton’s 
Donald Vinson and placed 
third overall. 

Heavyweight junior co-
captain Kevin Lester finished 
the highest on the team, plac-
ing second. He began the 
tournament well, pinning 
club wrestler Matt Tourdot in 
under a minute, and kept up 
his stamina through the next 
round, winning over Hofstra’s 
Zeal McGrew to qualify for 
the finals. However, in the 
last match of the day, Orlando 
Scales from Notre Dame beat 
Lester with a score of 9-4, 
winning the tournament. 
This was nonetheless an im-
provement for Lester, who 
placed fifth at last year’s 
Bearcat Open. Other strong 
performances came from 

184-pounder Nick Mills, 
who finished fifth overall af-
ter losing to Old Dominion’s 
Joe Budi, and freshman Matt 
Bystol, who placed fourth in 
the 133-pound weight class.  

While the tournament 
showed the Lions’ strengths, 
it also highlighted some weak-
nesses. Columbia did not en-
ter wrestlers in the 174- and 
197-pound weight classes, 
which could mean trouble for 
the dual season. If the Lions 
cannot find anyone to wres-
tle in those classes, they may 
have to forfeit, which would 
cost the team valuable points.  

Columbia returns to the 
mat this weekend in Orlando, 
Fla., where it will face Indiana 
and the Citadel.

—Meredith Mead

Co-captain Kevin Lester places second at Bearcat Open

WRESTLING

The color of the leaves at 
Hammonasset State Park re-
flected the results of Saturday’s 
NCAA Northeast Cross Country 
Regionals in Madison, Conn. 
The Syracuse Orange dominat-
ed both the men’s and women’s 
fields, taking first place in both 
events. Columbia finished fifth 
in each race.

The top two teams from 
each region qualified for the 
NCAA Championships, which 
will be held next Monday 
in Terre Haute, Ind. There 
will also be 13 at-large bids 
given out based on previous 

competition results, which 
should be announced by the 
NCAA on Monday. Columbia 
is unlikely to receive one of 
these bids.

While it is improbable that 
the teams will travel to Terre 
Haute next weekend, two indi-
viduals did qualify. Sophomore 
Caroline McDonough fin-
ished fifth overall with a time 
of 20:12.6, earning an auto-
matic qualification, and se-
nior Thomas Poland finished 
ninth, which should earn him 
an at-large bid to the national 
event. Poland is the first male to 

qualify for nationals since Steve 
Sundell made it in back-to-back 
years in 2002 and 2003.

McDonough will represent 
the women on the national 
scene after their first absence at 
the NCAAs since 1999 last year.

The No. 14 Syracuse men 
barely edged No. 4 Iona to 
win the event, but this place-
ment did not have any effect on 
championship qualifications. 
The Iona men and Stony Brook 
women, who each finished sec-
ond, will join Syracuse at the 
NCAA Championships.

—Jim Pagels

Men’s and women’s teams finish fifth at Northeast Regionals
CROSS COUNTRY

SWIMMING

G

5

#10

1. Trailing by four 
with under a minute 
left, quarterback Sean 
Brackett (#10) lined 
up in the shotgun on 
second and goal from 
the one-yard line.

2.  Instead of dropping 
back to pass, Brackett 
dove forward over 
the offensive line and 
into the end zone for a 
touchdown.

Don’t be a spectator.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Write sports for Spectator
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BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

PHILADELPHIA—New head 
coach Kyle Smith will have to wait for 
his first win at the helm of the Light 
Blue, as Columbia fell to La Salle, 82-
71, on Friday.

It was the Lions who drew first 
blood, with junior guard Noruwa 
Agho knocking down a jumper despite 
being fouled by La Salle’s Earl Pettis. 
Agho made the free throw to put 
Columbia up 3-0. The Explorers soon 
took the lead, though, going up 6-5 
on a jumper by Ruben Guillandeaux. 
They were able to increase their ad-
vantage to 11 with 8:44 remaining in 
the half before Columbia started to 
crawl back. 

With just over three minutes re-
maining in the half, back-to-back free 
throws by senior forward Brian Grimes 
gave the Lions a 34-33 lead, which they 
stretched to 41-37 by intermission.

Agho was crucial to the Light Blue 
in the first 20 minutes, as he scored the 

ALYSON GOULDEN  / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MAD RUSH  |  Quarterback Sean Brackett’s return to form in the second half of play made the difference against Cornell. 

Lions start season with 82-71 loss to La Salle
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Let’s face it. 

Sports columns 
are a prime forum 
for self-indulgence, 
inside jokes be-
tween writers, and 
virtually uncensored 
praise or criticism of 
Columbia athletics. 
This week, however, 
I’m using this space 
to shed light on a 
more serious issue—
the physical and 
mental toll of sports. Many Americans 
love football because it is gritty, aggres-
sive, an opportunity to tailgate, and, 
yes, because it’s a physical sport. As a 
long-time Chicago Bears fan, I’ve seen 
my fair share of big hits and helmet-
poppers, but now it has all hit a little 
too close to home.

Former Harvard football team cap-
tain Carl Ehrlich published a sober-
ing piece in the New York Times this 
past Friday calling attention to the 
adverse physical and, consequently, 
psychological effects of football. The 
article pays tribute to former Penn 
defensive lineman Owen Thomas, who 
committed suicide last April at age 21. 
Examination of Thomas’s brain tissue 
revealed primitive traces of chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy, a progres-
sive degenerative brain disease found 
primarily in athletes with a history of 
repetitive concussions.

According to the Center for the 
Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy, 
90 percent of CTE cases are found in 
athletes, most of whom were box-
ers, football players, or wrestlers. As a 
result of repeated head trauma, brain 
tissue degeneration linked to memory 
loss, confusion, paranoia, and depres-
sion begins to occur. While one might 
assume that such a progressive disease 
would take many years to develop, 
traces of CTE have been found in ath-
letes as young as 18.

Nevertheless, Thomas was the first 
college athlete in which CTE has been 
discovered. However, in over 10 years 
of playing football, Thomas was never 
diagnosed with a concussion or symp-
toms of brain trauma. Researchers at 
CSTE believe that a litany of smaller 
hits may be culpable in Thomas’s 
case. “This is a person getting many 
little hits, starting from a young age,” 
Katherine Brearly, Thomas’s mother, 
said in an ESPN article. “Football line-
backers might get 1,000 little hits. Now 
we’re thinking these are like teaspoons. 
A thousand teaspoons of water could 
be the same as a big jug. It’s possible.”

Ehrlich’s column explicitly argues 
that the answer to CTE and subse-
quent depression is not to stop play-
ing football or to punish players for 
helmet-to-helmet contact but instead 
to be more cognizant of not only con-
cussions but also the depression that 
can follow. He pleads that “depression 
requires attention” and that “accom-
plishing this is everyone’s responsibil-
ity.” However, the difficulty is with 
players like Thomas, who apparently 
never displayed signs of depression. So 
what can be done?

For starters, players need to take 
more responsibility for their own 
health on the field. Every Saturday in 
the NCAA and every Sunday in the 
NFL we see an abundance of excep-
tionally big hits, which both fans and 
players often write off with a simple, 
“He got his bell rung.” This is the 
wrong attitude. Players who suffer 
these hits should not always shrug 
them off as part of the game. I’m not 
suggesting that every person who gets 
hit in football should sit out for the rest 

We all love 
football, but at 
what cost?

17 of 18 contact sport 
athletes examined 
were posthumously 
discovered to have 
traces of CTE. Short 
of not playing a sport, 
significant preventive 
measures must be 
implemented in sports 
of every level to reduce 
CTE and its symptoms. 

Turn Up
the 
Mike

MICHAEL
SHAPIRO

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

With 11:55 remaining in the second 
half on Friday, the Columbia women’s 
basketball was tied at 43-43 with Long 
Island. The Lions had the momentum, 
having tallied six unanswered points 
to knot the score.

But Long Island responded with a 
6-0 run of its own—one of several runs 
that the Blackbirds went on during the 
game. Columbia ultimately suffered a 
73-60 loss.

Senior center Lauren Dwyer scored 
Columbia’s first basket and finished 
with a team-high 17 points. But she 
also got into foul trouble, committing 
her third foul with just 1:41 left in the 
first half and her fourth in the first 
minute of the second.

“I probably should not have put 
Lauren back in in the first half with the 
second foul,” head coach Paul Nixon 
said. “That’s not to say I won’t do it 
again at some point later in the year—
it’s not like she’s never going to play [in 
the first half ] with two fouls again—but 
I think in this particular game, that was 
probably a mistake.”

The Lions held a 2-0 lead after 
Dwyer’s first shot, but turnovers and 
misses prevented Columbia (0-1) from 
extending its advantage. Long Island 
(1-0) capitalized on the Lions’ strug-
gles, using a 10-0 run to take an eight-
point lead.

Women’s 
basketball falls 
to Long Island

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Staff Writer 

The old adage, “form is temporary, 
class is permanent” rang true this 
weekend as Columbia quarterback 
Sean Brackett bounced back to his 
best, playing an instrumental role in 
the Lions’ late revival to triumph 20-
17 against Cornell in the Empire State 
Bowl at Wien Stadium. 

The sophomore started the sea-
son on fire, recording 10 touchdown 
passes and a rushing touchdown in 
the Light Blue’s opening four contests 
against Fordham, Towson, Princeton, 
and Lafayette. His early-season play 
included a staggering five touchdown 
passes against Princeton, which put 
him at the top of the Lions’ all-time list 
for most touchdown passes in a game. 

This run enabled the Lions to get off 
to an impressive 3-1 start.

The sophomore’s success contin-
ued when he recorded four touch-
down passes at Yale, but he could not 
prevent the Lions from slipping to 
a 31-28 defeat against the Bulldogs. 
Brackett recorded a touchdown 
pass each against Harvard, Penn, 
and Dartmouth, as well as a rushing 
touchdown against the Big Green, 
but the Lions still lost each of those 
encounters. 

Brackett had a quiet first half 
against the Big Red, rushing for 38 
yards and passing for 85, and the Lions 
trailed 10-3 going into halftime. It 
seemed that it would be another de-
feat for the Light Blue, but the sec-
ond half changed that. The difference: 
Brackett’s rushing.

The sophomore returned to life in 
the second half, showing glimpses of 
his early-season dominance, and end-
ed the game with 151 rushing yards.

In the third quarter against Cornell, 
he rushed for three first downs to 
create a first-and-goal at the Cornell 
three-yard line, ending the quarter 
and leading to a touchdown for the 
Lions. 

Soon after, Columbia regained pos-
session of the ball after a three-and-
out drive by Cornell at the Columbia 
43. Brackett again reigned supreme, 
rushing three times and picking up 
two first downs in a drive that ended 
with a 20-yard Luke Eddy field goal 
to reduce the deficit to four with less 
than 11 minutes remaining. 

Brackett’s rushing game key to last-minute victory

“We just couldn’t stop 
them—it’s as simple as 
that.”

—Kyle Smith, head coach

SEE SHAPIRO, page 6
SEE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, 

page 6

SEE BRACKETT, page 8

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 6

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

KEY PLAYER  |  Junior guard Noruwa Agho was crucial in keeping Columbia 
in the game in Philadelphia, scoring 21 points in the first half of play. 

71

82

COLUMBIA

LA SALLE

CU comes 
from behind 
to win final 
home game 

BY JACOB LEVENFELD
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

With a dramatic fourth-quarter 
comeback and a last-minute win-
ning touchdown, Columbia captured 
the first-ever Empire State Bowl on 
Saturday, sending its seniors out in style 
with a 20-17 victory over New York ri-
val Cornell at Robert K. Kraft Field. 
Quarterback Sean Brackett’s goal-line 
dive with 37 seconds remaining on the 
clock gave the Lions their first lead 
of the game and capped an emotional 
Senior Day for the class of 2011.

“One of the issues we had was closing 
out close games,” senior linebacker and 
captain Alex Gross said at the post-game 
press conference. “I think that, more im-
portantly than our last game at home or 
anything like that, is that we were able to 
come out on top in a close game.”

Columbia (4-5, 2-4 Ivy) took a while 
to get going. The Lions had three-and-
outs on their first two possessions and 
held the ball for just 3:36 in the open-
ing frame. After one quarter, they trailed 
7-0 on a one-yard touchdown rush by 
Cornell quarterback Jeff Mathews. The 
Big Red picked up seven first downs in 
the quarter, while the Lions had none.

Columbia finally moved the chains 
with 9:05 to go in the second quarter 
on a 22-yard passing play to tight end 
Andrew Kennedy, but by that time, 
Cornell placekicker Brad Greenway had 
already put his team up 10-0 with a 45-
yard field goal. The Light Blue reached 
the 18 on its next drive but had to settle 
for Luke Eddy’s 35-yard attempt, which 
split the uprights with 6:47 remaining 
in the first half.

The Lions had another chance to 
dent the scoreboard with time run-
ning low in the second quarter after 
Cornell pinned them at their own four 
on a favorable punt bounce. Brackett 
engineered an 89-yard drive all the way 
to the Big Red seven, but the offense 
once again stalled. On second-and-four 
with 10 seconds to go, Brackett threw 
up the middle into coverage and was 
picked off by safety Ben Heller, ending 
Columbia’s threat and taking the Lions 

COLUMBIA

CORNELL

20

17

SEE FOOTBALL, page 8
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LONG ISLAND

COLUMBIA
COLUMBIA VS. MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE

Levien Gym, 7 p.m.
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