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Sixty-eight years after 
Martin Brod, GS ’67, ran off to 
join the army, he joined current 
Columbia veterans at a parade 
Friday. 

“I’ve never been in a vet-
eran’s parade before, so it’s 
something new to me,” Brod, 
an 85-year-old World War II 
veteran, said.

Over  40 Columbia 
University veterans were in-
vited to participate in the an-
nual Veterans Day Parade 
on Saturday. The School of 
General Studies sponsored a 
float, which carried the vet-
erans through a crowd of over 
25,000, for the third year.

According to GS Dean Peter 
Awn, the school decided to 
sponsor a float after consid-
ering the hostile treatment of 
Vietnam War veterans who re-
turned to Columbia’s campus 
in the 1970s.

“We simply wanted to reach 
out to people who really may 
have thought that Columbia 
could never ever do anything 
that would be positive for vet-
erans,” Awn said. “The invita-
tion was what mattered, the 
sense of reaching out and say-
ing, ‘We want you back.’”

With Columbia’s partici-
pation in the Yellow Ribbon 
Program, a provision of the 
post-9/11 G. I. Bill implement-
ed in 2009, the number of vet-
erans on campus rose sharply. 
In the 2008-2009 school year, 
only about 60 veterans were 
enrolled at GS—this year there 
are 222.

Dan Lagana, GS and presi-
dent of the MilVets, praised GS’ 
sponsorship of the float. 

“It shows the progression 
of the relationship between 
the military and Columbia 
University.”

Richard Baldassari, GS 
and the secretary for the U.S. 
Military Veterans of Columbia 
University, said that events like 
this bridge generations.

“I think it’s an excellent 
opportunity for us to not only 
show our support for those 
who are serving but also meet 
with past generations, and real-
ly celebrate our service togeth-
er, which is a rare opportunity, 
especially when it reaches as 
far back as World War II, all 
the way up to present recruits 
who are about to enter service,” 
Baldassari said.

Walking with the GS float 
gave Brod a way to commemo-
rate loved ones he lost in the 
war. 

“I was hoping that by be-
ing here as a veteran, and be-
ing with other veterans we can 
honor those veterans who were 
killed,” Brod said.

Amy Claypool, an Air 
Force officer currently 

studying at Columbia’s College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, 
said that uniting veterans 
fostered a sense of commu-
nity that goes beyond school 
boundaries.

“Columbia has done a great 

job of supporting all their student 
veterans from all the schools. I’m 
not even on the same campus as 
a lot of the other veterans, so 
these kinds of events bring us all 
together,” Claypool said.
news@columbiaspectator.com
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ITHACA, N.Y.—When the 
final whistle blew, most of the 
22 soccer players on the field 
collapsed to the ground. They 
were shattered physically and 
emotionally. Many had tears in 
their eyes. It seemed more like 
a battlefield than an Ivy League 
men’s soccer game, but that re-
action explains exactly what 
was at stake.

Columbia (8-7-2, 4-2-1 Ivy) 
and Cornell (8-2-6, 3-1-3 Ivy) 
took on each other in a clash 
at the Big Red’s Berman Field 
on Saturday evening. Because 
Brown and Dartmouth played 
out a scoreless tie in the day’s 
earlier kickoff, the Lions and 
the Big Red knew that each had 
a shot at the Ivy League title.

A win for the Light Blue 
would have given them the out-
right title, while a Cornell victory 
would have resulted in a three-
way tie for the title between the 
Big Red, the Bears, and the Big 
Green. Thus, with both teams 
effectively playing their biggest 
men’s soccer match in the last 
18 years—neither side has won 
the Ivy League title in the sport 
since the Lions were champions 
in 1993—they both gave it their 
all. They had to settle for a hard-
fought 1-1 tie after two periods of 
overtime. Columbia sophomore 
midfielder David Najem scored 
a stunning goal in the 17th min-
ute to give the visitors the lead, 
but the hosts leveled the score 
before half-time thanks to soph-
omore forward Daniel Haber’s 
ninth goal of the season.

“We’ve worked all season for 
this moment, this game,” head 
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In 1991, when the faculty of 
Columbia College was folded 
into the newly-formed Faculty 
of Arts and Sciences, longtime 
professor William Theodore de 
Bary started to worry about the 
Core Curriculum.

“It had a terrible effect,” said 
de Bary, CC ’41, MA ’48, Ph.D 
’53, who has taught at Columbia 
since 1949. “Nobody took re-
sponsibility for the Core.”

The CC faculty has never 
been formally disbanded, but it 
no longer holds meetings or has 
any functions. And amid ongo-
ing discussion about the health 
of the Core—sparked in part by 
philosophy professor Michele 
Moody-Adams’ resignation as 
CC dean in August—professors 
and administrators are asking 
whether faculty need to find 
new ways to take ownership of 
the Core.

Executive Vice President 
for Arts and Sciences Nicholas 
Dirks, who is also the Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
said that FAS has not been able 
to take the place of the CC 
faculty.

“The Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences should have assumed 
the responsibilities of the 
schools it took over,” he said. 
“I would like to see them take 
over interests that the College 
[faculty] involved itself with.”

According to de Bary, before 
FAS was created, the CC fac-
ulty would hold monthly pub-
lic meetings, and would host 
“smokers,” evening meetings 
where faculty would gather to 
discuss issues about the prac-
tice of the Core, in between the 
meetings to discuss the content 
of the Core.

“It was a constant discussion 
among college faculty,” de Bary 
said. “The people teaching it 
should have a vote in the direc-
tion and conduct of the Core.”

FAS holds a two-hour all-
faculty meeting once per semes-
ter. De Bary described FAS as 
more of a faculty interest group 
than an academic body, and said 
that the Core is rarely discussed 
at its meetings.

“Meetings consist of receiv-
ing reports from central ad-
ministration and other opin-
ions concerned of the faculty 
unions,” he said.

One of the few venues for 
faculty to affect the Core is 
the Committee on the Core 
Curriculum, which was created 
in 1988.  The committee has 12 
faculty members—the chairs of 
the different Core classes and 
several administrators, includ-
ing the CC dean. It also has stu-
dent members, including Barry 
Weinberg, CC ’12.

“The committee … deals 
with broad issues, like should 
Frontiers of Science be a Core 
class, what sort of support 

BY BEN GITTELSON
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Bacchanal has nearly dropped 
its debt like it’s hot.

The concert-planning group 
has gotten student government 
organizations to help make up 
$12,000 of an $18,000 budget 
shortfall that resulted from a last-
minute venue change in April.

After booking alternative hip 
hop duo Das Racist and high-
profile rapper Snoop Dogg last 
spring, Bacchanal was forced to 
reach deep into its pockets to ac-
commodate added costs, after a 
venue change caused by a sched-
uling conflict with commence-
ment and security concerns that 
Snoop Dogg would draw a large 
crowd.

Although its fall concert has 
been cancelled, the budget resto-
ration allows Bacchanal commit-
tee members to move forward 
with their programming for 
the spring without fear of fiscal 
troubles.

planning difficulties
The group found out it would 

have to move the spring concert 
from Low Steps to the South 
Lawn at its event review in ear-
ly April, according to Bacchanal 
president Dan Weinstein.

The move had “major” con-
sequences for Bacchanal, forcing 
it to change its plans at the last 
minute and driving up facilities 
and security costs from moving 
material over the South Lawn 
hedges, not letting trucks pull 
up to the lawn, building and re-
building the set, and relocating 
the dressing rooms from Kent 
Hall to Lerner Hall.

“We went over budget by an 
enormous amount, and it wasn’t 
because of any oversight on our 
part but because of an oversight 
on the part of graduation plan-
ning,” Weinstein said. “Up until 
our event review, we were 100 
percent in budget. We were do-
ing great.”

Bacchanal ended up run-
ning $38,000 over budget, but 

securities from student life fees 
covered $20,000 of that debt, 
leaving the group $18,000 in 
the red, according to University 
Senator Kenny Durell, who is in-
vestigating the budget shortfall.

Weinstein said the group has 
made up $12,000 of that money 
with funding from student coun-
cils, bringing its 2011-12 budget 
up to $100,000. He declined to 
say which councils had voted to 
fund the Bacchanal because he 
was still trying to make up the 
remaining $6,000.  

Mary Waldorf, University 
Events Management assistant 
director of venue operations, 
said that members of Bacchanal 
followed up in January like they 
were supposed to. She said she 
believes students have gotten 
mixed messages about why the 
concert was moved.

“Students have heard that the 
event needed to be relocated be-
cause facilities needed to start 
setting up for Commencement, 
and that’s probably the prevalent 

message,” Waldorf said. “The 
other message is that the concert 
needed to be relocated because 
of the scope of the concert and 
the size of the audience that was 
expected.”

Kristina Hernandez, 
University Events Management 
director of marketing and com-
munications, said that part of the 
confusion was that Bacchanal 
didn’t announce that Snoop 
Dogg would be headlining un-
til April 1, four weeks before the 
concert.

“Bacchanal’s a unique situa-
tion because they tend to keep 
the artist a surprise to everyone, 
including the support partners 
that need to go into support-
ing the event,” Hernandez said. 
“The first time we heard about 
the artist coming was when it 
was announced in the Spec.”  

Waldorf said she wished 
Bacchanal would announce its 
headliner earlier in the year.

Soccer 
misses 
chance to 
win title
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HEARTBREAK  |  A tie in Ithaca meant that both Columbia and Cornell missed out on the 2011 Ivy League title by just a single goal.  

SEE SOCCER, page 6

SEE CORE, page 3

The word “slut” does not deserve to 
be in our vocabulary.

True virtue

After a shootout—during which 
Cornell’s quarterback nearly broke 
the Ivy League single-game passing 
record—the Lions, despite scoring 
41 points, are still winless with one 
game left this year.

Football remains 
winless at Cornell 

“The people 
teaching it should 
have a vote in 
the direction and 
conduct of the Core.”

—William Theodore de 
Bary, East Asian studies 

professor since 1949
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Today

63°/ 55°

Tomorrow

63°/ 54°

Funding from student councils reduces Bacchanal debt to $6,000

Faculty calls 
for more 
involvement in 
Core decisions

A free panel discussion with experts on the current political climate in Russia, 
sponsored by the Harriman Institute.

Faculty House, Garden Room 2, 10-12:30 p.m.

Come watch your Columbia men’s basketball team in its home opener.
Levien Gymnasium, 7-9 p.m.

Putin’s Russia and the Upcoming Elections

Men’s Basketball vs. Furman 

Lions tie Big 
Red in last Ivy 
game of season

Kathryn Brill questions our 
evaluation of worth. 

Stop the slurs	
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STARS AND STRIPES  |  Columbia cadets raise the American flag. The University’s celebration of 
Veterans Day on Friday brought together veterans young and old. For more photos, see page 3.

GS Veterans Day float 
bridges generations

SEE BACCHANAL, page 2
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“I feel like there’s a way for 
Bacchanal to keep that tradition 
and have the artist be a secret 
to the student community and 
still key in the administrators 
… which will allow us to meet 
earlier and plan accordingly,” 
Waldorf said.  

councils’ involvement
To make up the $18,000 

shortfall, Bacchanal pre-
sented funding requests to 
the Columbia College and 
Engineering Student Councils 
and Barnard’s Student 
Government Association, re-
questing that each council 
fund its proportional share. 
The councils have conditionally 
pledged to support Bacchanal, 
reassuring the group it will not 
be burdened by financial wor-
ries this year.

Durell, who is heading an 
investigation into Bacchanal’s 
funding shortfall, said he was 
hesitant to assign blame to any 
individual party. He said he be-
lieved the venue change was 
part of a systematic problem and 
that deciding who should cover 
Bacchanal’s debt is a “complex 
situation.”

CCSC Vice President of 
Funding Kevin Zhai, CC ’12, 
said the council had voted to 
conditionally fund the group. 
CCSC will help make up the 
shortfall if Bacchanal cannot 
recover any money from the 
administration—meaning that 
Bacchanal will get the money 
either from the administration 
or the councils.

It’s unlikely, however, that 
the money will come from the 
administration, Zhai and Durell 
said.

“It’s quite obvious that that’s 
really not feasible,” Zhai said. 
“What we voted upon was that 
we would fund them if no money 
was recovered from the admin-
istration. Given the way things 
have panned out, that money 
will go to Bacchanal” and will 
come from CCSC.

Durell said that CCSC would 
take a final vote on the issue after 
his report comes out. “It’s kind 
of a bummer to feel like you 
know the students didn’t do any-
thing inherently wrong, but you 
don’t know how to get them the 
money they need,” Durell said. “I 
feel like I’m between a rock and 
a hard place.”

ESC Vice President of 
Finance Frank Yin, SEAS ’12, 
who worked with Durell on his 
investigation, said the venue 
change was more of a fluke than 
a systematic error.

“We’ve never brought such 
a big artist like this before, so 
there are a lot of things you can’t 
account for,” Yin said. “I think 
this was sort of an anomaly.”

ESC also voted conditionally 
to grant Bacchanal’s request, 
with a final vote not taking place 
until Durell’s investigation is 
finished.

Jessica Blank, BC ’12, and 
Barnard Student Government 
Association president and act-
ing vice president of finance, 
explained that SGA had tabled 
Bacchanal’s funding request 
for now. Although Weinstein 
said he believes Bacchanal is 
scheduled to talk to SGA soon, 
Blank said the group hasn’t had 
much communication with the 

council.
“It’s a little puzzling because 

they haven’t really reached out 
to us in the sense that they have 
attended CCSC and ESC meet-
ings,” Blank said. “We’re really 
waiting on them at this point. 
We’re happy to vote on this.”

SGA had voted to fund 
Bacchanal last year on the condi-
tion that the group hold an event 
on Barnard’s campus, which 
didn’t materialize, Blank said.

“That event on Barnard’s 
campus never occurred, so there 
is an issue with that,” Blank said. 
“We really stress that we want 
Barnard to be involved.”

Weinstein said he believes 
the administration should cov-
er Bacchanal’s debt, although he 
thinks CCSC and the other stu-
dent government organizations 
are equipped to deal with the 
budget shortfall.

“I don’t think this money 
should come from student life 
fees, but their budget exists for a 
reason,” Weinstein said. But the 
problem with simply filling the 
budget gap from the student life 
fees, he said, is that “we’re just 
penalizing students.”  

policy changes
To avoid another schedul-

ing mishap, the administration 
is looking to make significant 
changes to the process of orga-
nizing Bacchanal. Robert Taylor, 
executive director of Student 
Development and Activities, 
suggested easing the event re-
view process by narrowing down 
the potential performers earlier 
in the year.

According to Taylor, reveal-
ing the performer only a month 
before the concert date can re-
sult in conflicts with public safe-
ty and administration because 
they do not know the scale of the 
event ahead of time. But he said 
that he understands revealing 
the performer is a Columbia tra-
dition and wants to uphold that.

“Maybe the group should 
come up with a shortlist of 
performers, and from there we 
can get a good estimate. At that 
meeting a working plan can be 
created of what it’s going to 
take,” Taylor said.

But Taylor hasn’t floated the 
idea by the group’s organizers 
yet. “I don’t know if Bacchanal 
will take that suggestion,” he 
said.

Waldorf said she would like 
to “loop in” Public Safety and 
Facilities earlier in the process, 
in addition to finding out the 
headliner before Bacchanal dis-
closes it to the student body.

Administrators aren’t the 
only ones proposing chang-
es. Durell said he would most 
likely recommend changes to 
the event review process that 
could include meeting with 
Public Safety earlier in the year, 

although he’s not sure of the 
specifics yet.  

Zhai said the event review 
process could benefit from more 
formal documentation, but he 
stressed he’s focused only on 
“preventative measures.”

“I’m just concerned about the 
future,” he said. “What’s past is 
past. What’s important to me is 
making sure they have the re-
sources they need to put on a 
good event this year.”

consequences
Because of the budget short-

fall, Bacchanal had to cancel its 
fall concert this semester, but 
this cancellation allowed the or-
ganization to have a full budget 
for the spring, Weinstein said.

“I don’t think we’re go-
ing to take that much of a hit,” 
Weinstein said. “The one thing 
it did affect is our ability to jump 
on planning at the start of the 
year because we were uncertain 
about the budget.”

Weinstein said it was fis-
cal uncertainty, more than 
Bacchanal’s debt, that had the 
biggest impact on its program-
ming for the fall semester.

“Over the summer, we didn’t 
know what we were work-
ing with,” Weinstein said. “We 
didn’t plan on throwing major 
events at the beginning of the 
year because we didn’t know 
what our financial situation was 
going to be.”

Unclear on who is at fault, 
students had varying reactions 
to the debt problem. Luke Li, 
CC ’12, said the administration 
should be held accountable if it 
was responsible for the venue 
change.

“I think they’re somewhat 
liable,” Li said. “If the adminis-
tration didn’t give the coordina-
tors enough time to move, or to 
plan the event, then it’s some-
thing they should have told them 
earlier.”

At the same time, he said, “if 
it’s something that’s going to 
hinder their performance for the 
coming year, the student coun-
cil is supposed to be looking out 
for the interests of the students. 
Students enjoy Bacchanal, so 
they could help out.”

Rachel Herzog, BC ’15, said 
she would have to know wheth-
er the “miscommunication” was 
Bacchanal’s or the administra-
tion’s fault before she could de-
cide who would pay for it.

“Support of student perfor-
mance groups is a good thing,” 
Herzog said. “Before funding 
is given, it should be examined 
where the budget shortfalls were 
and whether the money would 
be managed well.”  

Jackie Ho, CC ’14, believes 
the administration should help 
make up the shortfall if the 
venue change was its fault. If 
Bacchanal turns out to be re-
sponsible for its own budget-
ary issues, Ho thinks student 
government should help fill 
the gap.

Weinstein said he wants to 
avoid assigning blame in order 
to maintain a good working rela-
tionship with the administration.

“While mistakes were made, 
we really respect the people 
we work with,” Weinstein said. 
“Going forward, it’s always 
in our best interest to stay on 
good political terms with them 
… we’re not trying to play the 
blame game.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Admins work to avoid repeat of Bacchanal mishap
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BACCHANAL 
from front page

“What we voted 
upon was that we 
would fund them 
if no money was 
recovered from the 
administration.”

—Kevin Zhai, CC ’12 and 
CCSC VP for Funding

BACCHANAL 

DEBT
2010-2011 

$12,000 amount 
pledged towards the 
debt by the councils

$100,000 total 
funding for 2011-12 
season

$38,000 debt 
incurred in venue 
change and security 
fees 

$20,000 amount of 
debt covered by 
securities from 
student life fees

$6,000 Bacchanal's 
current debt, which it 
is asking the councils 
to fund



systems we should have for the 
Core classes, can we coordinate 
between classes, so that’s es-
sentially what this body does,” 
Weinberg said.

There are also committees 
to oversee the individual Core 
classes. The Committee on 
the Global Core, in particular, 
gives many faculty the chance 
to get involved—because 
Global Core classes aren’t lim-
ited to professors with particu-
lar specialties, like Literature 
Humanities and Contemporary 
Civilizations are—but many 
professors remain uninter-
ested, according to Classics 
professor Stathis Gourgouris, 
a member of the Global Core 
committee. This committee is 
responsible for overseeing pro-
posals for Global Core courses 
each year. 

“I do think faculty as a whole 
should become more involved 
with issues about the Core,” 
Gourgouris said. “The more 
faculty involvement would 
mean that the way the Core is 
done or what it is would have 
to encounter more opinions.”

To foster more involve-
ment, de Bary has proposed 
the creation of an indepen-
dent “corps” of faculty mem-
bers who wish to discuss is-
sues that affect the Core and 
increase the transparency of 
the decision-making process. 
He said he pitched the idea 
to University President Lee 
Bollinger earlier in the semes-
ter, but that Bollinger was hesi-
tant to endorse it.

Outside of the Core com-
mittees, several administra-
tors are involved in Core deci-
sion-making, including Dirks, 
who works with departments 
to convince professors to 
teach in the Core. Professor 
Roosevelt Montás, CC ’95, 
M.A. ’96, Ph.D ’04, is the direc-
tor of the Center for the Core 
Curriculum, the administra-
tive body of the Core, as well 
as a member of the Committee 
on the Core.

Montás called the decision-
making process in the Core 
“tremendously complicated,” 
and said he would like more 
faculty to get involved.

“I teach in the Core, but my 
job is to administer courses 
and participate in conversa-
tions that determine policy.” 
Montas said. “Discussions have 
dealt with the Global Core, 
Frontiers of Science, and issues 
of academic integrity within 
the Core. Those were the big 
issues in committee last year.”

He added that the chairs 
of Core classes are frequently 
responsible for decisions that 
affect their respective cours-
es. University Writing chair 
Nicole Wallack, an English 
professor, and Lit Hum chair 
Christia Mercer, a philoso-
phy professor, both said they 
would like more faculty in-
put in the decision-making 
process.

That involvement could 
constitute just teaching Core 
classes, professors said. 
Wallack explained that while 
she is responsible for selecting 
texts that are used in UW and 
the sequence of assignments, 
each UW instructor is given 
discretion to select additional 
readings, and Mercer noted 
that all Lit Hum instructors 
are responsible for selecting 
and voting on a version of the 
final exam. 

“We’ve been rethinking the 
curriculum and developing 
UWriting with the Committee 
on the Core,” Wallack said. “I 
would love as much faculty in-
volvement as possible.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Students and alumni are 
putting their feet down on a 
controversial policy the New 
York Police Department has 
instated.

Campus activist groups 
Lucha and Students Against 
Mass Incarceration co-hosted 
an event on Friday to launch a 
campaign against the NYPD’s 
policy of subjecting suspicious-
looking individuals to searches 
on the street, a practice known 
as stop-and-frisk. 

According to the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 362,150 
New Yorkers were stopped 
by the police in the first half 
of 2011 under this policy. 51 
percent were black, 33 were 
Hispanic, and only 9 percent 
were white. 88 percent of 
them were innocent. Critics 
say the practice institutional-
izes racism.

“This is a difficult topic 
for some people,” said Lishan 
Amde, SEAS ’12, who moder-
ated a panel of speakers at the 
event.  “We sit on this campus 
and we don’t even see NYPD. … 

This is a conversation we have 
to have here.”

The event, which drew 65 
people to the Satow Room 
in Lerner, featured five pan-
elists, all of whom opposed 
stop-and-frisk.

Some encouraged the use 
of civil disobedience to fight 
the law. Others urged attend-
ees to self-reflect, like panel-
ist Lewis Webb, a member of 
the American Friends Service 
Committee, a Quaker organiza-
tion that brings together differ-
ent faiths interested in social 
justice.

“Politicians … go as far as 
we allow them,” Webb said.  
“Acknowledge your prejudic-
es, acknowledge your fears, and 
challenge yourselves.”

Asere Bello, another panelist 
and a member of the Malcolm 
X Grassroots Movement, re-
minded attendees that stop-
and-frisk is one of many racist 
policies that exist.

“Stop-and-frisk … is just the 
tip of the iceberg,” said Bello, 
the former coordinator of the 
Men’s Peer Education program 
at Columbia.

One attendee, Debra Sweet, 

Students organize in opposition to 
NYPD stop-and-frisk practices

CORE from front page

“The more faculty 
involvement would 
mean that the way 
the Core is done 
or what it is would 
have to encounter 
more opinions.” 

—Stathis Gourgouris, 
classics professor
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SUPPORT YOUR SOLDIERS  |  On Veterans Day Friday—the last Veterans Day of the Iraq War—the School of General Studies sponsored a float for the third year 
in a row. Columbia veterans and cadets, young and old, marched.

317,376 were innocent (88%)

44,774 were not innocent (12%)

184,186 were black (51%)

119,853 were Latino (33%)

33,805 were white (9%)

24,306 were of another race (7%)

During the first six months of 2011,

New Yorkers were stopped by the police.
362,150

Source: ACLU

stop and frisk
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Faculty say 
their input will 
help Core

director of the national anti-
war group World Can’t Wait, 
said that she hopes that an 
event like this will bridge the 
gap between Columbia stu-
dents and the surrounding 
community, a divide several 

panelists described. 
“I learned things from all 

five of the speakers and from 
several of the people I met 
there,” Sweet said.  “I hope 
that it has the effect of break-
ing down some of the barriers 

between the people who live on 
the Columbia campus or work 
there or study there and the 
people very close by who are 
affected by mass incarceration 
so terribly.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

In last Veterans Day of Iraq War, 
Columbia veterans appreciate cross-generational connections



Residents, politicians, and activists have criticized the 
West Harlem Local Development Corporation for its 

delinquency and obscure proceedings throughout this year. 
In 2009, Columbia agreed to donate $76 million over the 
next 16 years to fund community education, housing, and 
job training in West Harlem, and the job of the LDC is to 
distribute those funds effectively. While Columbia has al-
ready donated $3.5 million of those funds, the LDC has 
used only $300,000 to fund a relatively small number of 
jobs through a youth employment program. And with no 
website, no official disclosure of the organization’s board 
members, and no apparent plans for its current and incom-
ing funds, the LDC is doing little to meet the pressing needs 
of its community.

The corporation has been so ineffective that last 
February, members of West Harlem’s Community Board 9 
called to dissolve the organization, and the organization’s 

president Donald Notice promised to have the LDC restruc-
tured for better accountability by July. But months after the 
deadline, the community is still devoid of an effective en-
tity to oversee the disbursement of these massive amounts 
of money. According to Notice, the delay is because the 
LDC  must be restructured and renamed the West Harlem 
Development Corporation before it can make decisions 
about where funding will be allocated—but other sources 
have confirmed that the process is not as complicated or 
mandatory as the organization has tried to argue.

Rightfully, the State Attorney General has launched an 
investigation of the organization. While this should be a 
signal to the LDC that its current practices will not be tol-
erated, Representative Charles Rangel has downplayed the 
investigation, emphasizing its informality and insignifi-
cance. Such flippant remarks do nothing to raise awareness 
about the weight of the situation. For the investigation to 
be thorough, it must ensure that the organization releases 
the process by which the members of the board were se-
lected, the identities of the board members, and updates on 
their progress. The investigation must also keep the LDC 
accountable in meeting the agreed-upon deadlines, and it 
must evaluate whether the organization is making respon-
sible plans for additional funds soon to be coming its way.

The onus is on the organization and overarching govern-
ment to clean up the LDC’s act, but Columbia must not wash 
its hands of this mess. For a university to grant such a huge 
sum as $76 million, it must be doing more to advise the orga-
nization on ways to allocate funding. Representatives from 
the University have expressed that this is a priority, but there 
is no evidence that Columbia has been doing much to sup-
port the LDC’s decision-making. As a member of the West 
Harlem community sponsoring millions of dollars in develop-
ment, Columbia should see that the funding is not wasted. If 
the problem is a matter of the LDC refusing to be advised by 
the University, Columbia should increase its pressure on the 
organization, potentially withholding further funding until 
the LDC can prove it will distribute it well. Harlem residents 
should continue to vocalize their disapproval of the LDC, 
but they can only do so much. While it should not usurp the 
project, Columbia, as the one providing the funds, has a good 
deal of leverage to make sure residents receive what they are 
asking for.

There is too much need and opportunity in West Harlem 
for both politicians and the University to accept an absence 
of action on the part of the LDC. The organization should 
do what its community has justly demanded, and Columbia 
should do whatever it can to see that happen. 
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Sitting on top of my bookshelf, there’s a 
book I’ve been reading lately. Luckily, 

I don’t have any papers to write on it or 
passages to bookmark for class discussion. 
It’s got a cheerful blue and yellow cover, 
decorated with the silhouettes of four 
children and a dog splashing in some wa-
ter. It’s called “The Penderwicks at Point 
Mouette,” by Jeanne Birdsall, and it’s a 
kids’ chapter book about a family that goes 
on summer vacation to Maine. I’ve been 
reading it before I go to bed—not only is 
it relaxing, it’s also pretty enjoyable, and 
certainly better than thinking about all the 
homework I didn’t have time to do.

This is really strange, I know, especially considering I’m 
an English major. I spend my days immersed in Shakespeare 
and Milton, filling my head with John Donne and Jane 
Austen and analyzing these writers in attempts to figure 
out what makes them so excellent. And I’ve gotten pretty 
good at it, if I do say so myself. After two and a half years 
of doing this, I feel like I could talk with reasonable intel-
ligence on just about any work of literature. If you asked me, 
I could probably tell you why such-and-such a plot device 
worked, why one sentence was too long while the other fit 
the rhythm of the piece, and how all the other things make 
something in a work of literature “good” or “bad.” My tastes 
are becoming refined and sharpened in college. And this isn’t 
just a phenomenon for people who study the liberal arts—
most of my friends’ tastes, from music to journalism, have 
changed during the course of their time here. If you asked 
your average Columbian, he would probably say he watches 
better movies or eats at better restaurants or enjoys better 
art than he did before he came here. This is what everybody 
wants, after all—to know what’s excellent, so we can enjoy it 
and appreciate it properly. Nobody wants to spend the rest of 
his life thinking instant ramen is the best food ever created.

But on the other hand, there’s a danger in this sharpening 
of our enjoyments. We can forget that just because some-
thing isn’t the best in the world, it doesn’t mean that it can’t 
be good. Many of the discussions I have with my friends 
about music and books swerve in this direction. The end-
game is to convince each other that X is much better than Y, 
isn’t it? We want to justify our interests based on their excel-
lence. And if we know that X is not objectively better than 
Y, then we have to justify our interests some other way. I’ve 
heard people trying to convince each other that even though 
Kurt Vonnegut is not Shakespeare, there is some other in-
trinsic value to reading Vonnegut, even if they don’t believe 
he’s the best author the world has ever produced. They say 
things like, “I mean, he’s not the best, but…” And this sad-
dens me. There’s a whole range of excellent and enjoyable 
books, and just because “Slaughterhouse Five” isn’t on the 
same level as “Hamlet” doesn’t mean that no one should 
read “Slaughterhouse Five,” or that it’s on par with the 
world’s most poorly written book (whatever that may be—
“Twilight,” perhaps?). Take “The Penderwicks,” for example. 
It’s not the work of a literary genius, but the characters are 
well-written, and the world they belong to has a cozy, warm, 
and loving feeling that draws you in and makes you wish you 
belonged to the Penderwick family. And so I read it before 
bed, and I enjoy it just as much as “Paradise Lost,” although 
Jeanne Birdsall is no Milton (and likely wasn’t aiming to be).

Enjoying things because they are excellent makes sense. 
But maybe we’ve narrowed our definition of “excellent” 
too far. Ever rewatched the movies you loved as a kid? 
Sometimes you think, “Man, this movie was really good,” and 
sometimes you think, “I can’t believe I liked this.” But back 
then, you enjoyed it all anyway. It would be sad if we let col-
lege rob us of our ability to enjoy all but a select number of 
things. Let’s be kids in the things we take delight in, not just 
critics.  

 
Kathryn Brill is a Barnard College junior majoring in English. 

She is a member of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. We 
Should Talk runs alternate Mondays.
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What’s in $76 
million?

BY CHANTALLE DUMONCEAUX

I transferred here from a college where there was no 
sorority presence. Recently, I overheard a couple of girls 
talking about their sororities, and I asked what kind of 
girls were in each sorority. I wasn’t looking for gossip ma-
terial. I expected answers like “Chi Chamma Omega girls 
are usually Midwestern,” and “Kappa Beta Omega girls 
are artsy.” Instead the girl answered “Oh, Gamma Bamma 
Wamma are the campus whores,” and “Chi Chamma 
Omega girls are less slutty,” and “Flamma Chi—those girls 
are prudes. My sorority doesn’t have sluts. We’re normal.” 
Every time this girl repeated the word “slut” and “whore,” 
I gritted my teeth a little more.

Unfortunately, this wasn’t an isolated instance on cam-
pus. I’ve heard many girls refer to others as sluts in a 
denigrating manner. I’ve seen boys look at a girl’s outfit 
and declare her a slut. Worse, in conversation, I’ve spoken 
to guys who have called the girl they hooked up with at 
a party a slut. Something has to change when this insult 
can be thrown around so loosely and yet have such del-
eterious effects on a woman’s self-perception and a man’s 
understanding of a woman.

Women have been taught to believe that their intrinsic 

value is closely related to their sexuality, or even simply 
to others’ perception of their sexual behavior. This al-
lows degrading terminology to come into common use. 
The belief is reinforced by the acceptability of words 
like “slut” and “whore.” Calling a girl a “slut” should be 
tantamount to calling a gay man a “fag,” a black person a 
“nigger,” a Jew a “kike,” and a disabled person a “freak.” 
These respective groups of people are aware of the nega-
tive connotations of each of these words. I’ve yet to hear 
a gay man call another gay man a “fag” as an insult or a 
disabled woman call another a “freak.” This makes it even 
more baffling that women call each other “sluts” as an in-
sult. Just as if there was a gay person in my life I did not 
like, I would not disparage his or her sexual orientation, 
but focus on his or her character.

There are so many factors that come into play in the 
decision to have sex—for example with whom and with 
what frequency—that a broad sweeping judgement is un-
called for and almost certainly uninformed. We don’t have 
the right to use a derogatory word to describe someone, 
especially when we know little of the impetus behind his 
or her actions.

A woman’s sexual interest and pursuit should be for 
her to judge and decide upon. It should not be consid-
ered an indicator of her value to society or the quality 
of her character. I’m recommending that we strike this 
abominable word from our vocabularies. Stop granting 
any credence to this ridiculous pressure, and embrace 

who you are and what you want (with an awareness of 
the consequences). Don’t worry about people’s percep-
tions of you. Don’t do anything you’re not comfortable 
with. Judge women based on their character, not their 
sexual behavior.

We are evolved creatures with free will, and we should 
be able to respect the decisions others make for them-
selves. A girl deserves no less respect as a person because 
of her sexual choices. So I ask you, both men and women, 
to remove these terrible words from your vocabulary for 
the sake of equality. Judge a woman for who she is, not 
who she has slept with. It may be difficult to expunge 
these words from day-to-day vocabulary. It will require 
a conscious effort, but they’ve been acceptable for too 
long—so please make the effort. Here’s hoping I get a 
different answer next time I ask what a sorority is like. 

The author is a Barnard junior majoring in economics.

The word ‘slut’

BY CINNAMON LEWIS

Most students attend college with the intention of pursu-
ing a career afterward. The process of finding which career 
is right for each student is discovered in academic endeav-
ors, as well as through extracurriculars. An internship, for 
example, is a unique way of working directly in a profes-
sional environment, especially for college students who 
still have some leeway in deciding what they want to do. 

As the moment approaches when that decision must be 
made or steps toward that decision must be taken, a stu-
dent has to weigh the many factors involved in choosing a 
career—one of which is the potential salary, and another is 
the level of interest in that career. Both are weighed differ-
ently, and much of the time they are both considered. Yet 
for some students, a high salary or lack thereof is the only 
criterion for selection. The degree of interest is disregarded 
for the most part. I believe, however, that when students 
cannot find the balance between the two, they should opt 
for the career they know they will enjoy.

Columbia students are geared toward earning a high sal-
ary. There’s no denying that many successful people who at-
tended Columbia have gone on to become billionaires. This 
intimidates many students—they fear that if they do not find 
a high-paying job upon graduation or shortly thereafter, 
they will be looked upon as failures, incapable of returning 
the thousands of dollars spent on their education. The cur-
rent economic crisis is readily ignored, and people continue 
to expect Columbia’s graduates to earn six figures or more.

Given the unpredictability of life, the prospect of six 
figures or more is never guaranteed. So when students con-
sider their career options, they will most likely want to se-
lect the job that both appeals to them and promises a good 
salary. But in some cases, the appealing aspect of a career 

is superior to the salary. As a pre-law student, I interned 
with the New York City Supreme Court. I started not re-
ally knowing what type of law I was interested in, but I had 
a faint, initial interest in criminal law. As it turned out, I 
began to favor criminal law more as time progressed. Civil 
law, an area that I was also able to explore, did not entice 
me as much. After a lot of thought, I decided that criminal 
law was what I wanted to pursue.

One day in criminal court, I spoke to a bailiff who in-
quired as to what type of law I was interested in. I told 
him that I was interested in criminal law, and he stated, 
“Well, you won’t make a lot of money, but at least you will 
be happy.”

I gave serious thought to this statement, although it 
wasn’t the first time I had heard it. But I had never heard 
it worded this way, with the inclusion of the word “happy.” 
Other sources had confirmed that a criminal lawyer, un-
less employed by a private firm, does not stand to make as 
much money as a corporate or civil lawyer. At this point, I 
had to decide what was more important to me: money or 
happiness.

This is a simplification of the decision, which I may 
change in the future. But the question is valid for all career-
driven students. And I answer that the quest for a career 
should begin with how much it interests someone. The sole 
or most important basis should not be money, because no 
amount of money overshadows dissatisfaction and unhap-
piness with a career choice. A sincere interest and joy in a 
career is what makes work not seem like work at all. 

The author is a Columbia College junior majoring in English.

Money can’t buy 
happiness

At this point, I had to decide what 
was more important to me: money 
or happiness.
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SKI RENTAL 
Looking for comfy style farmhouse in 
Egremont, MA near ski slopes But-
ternut and Catamount? 3 BR house 
with large dining room, kitchen, living 
room (brick fireplace), 2 baths. Near 
French Park, dog run. 5 miles from 
Great Barrington. Avail Dec-March, 
by month or season. $1000/mo plus 
heating. Contact Phyllis at  (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

EGG DONOR NEEDED for Same Sex 
Couple. $15K-$20K + all expenses. 
Physician and Attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy, and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

TWO FOR SALE
20-inch men’s street bicycle: $120 
23-inch men’s street bicycle: $120 

(212) 678-0781

 
THE COLUMBIA STUDENT CALLING 
Center is now hiring for immediate 
openings! 15-20 immediate openings 
with flexible schedules on campus. 
Make $12.75 per hour. Build your res-
ume, earn bonuses and show your 
Columbia pride! Apply online: Colum-
bia.TheCallingCenter.com. Questions: 
e-mail Jake at js4050@columbia.edu 
or call (212) 851-7997.

YOGA CLASSES IYENGAR method. 
Knowledge, Euphoria, Health: study 
with wonderful, small, fun-loving, in-
telligent group. Sundays 6:30-8:00 pm. 
$19/single class; $170 for 10. Colum-
bia Fiero, certified IYNAUS instructor. 
columbe.earthlink.net. (212) 866-9385.

WOMAN CLINICIAN PHD—15 years 
experience offers treatment for anxi-
ety, depressions, gender and relation-
al issues. Free consultation. Located 
near CU campus. (212) 866-1323. www. 
catherine-b-silver.com
CONTEMPORARY Counseling Ser- 
vices. Looking to create a balanced, 
connected, happier personal life, but 
feeling overwhelmed or fed up? Need 
to work on relationship and adjustment 
issues, but having trouble getting start-
ed? I offer personal, confidential ther-
apy and counseling services for indi-
viduals and couples from my office in 
a 19c townhouse near campus. Insur-
ance accepted. Please call Ms Burke, 
LCSW-R (917) 916-1946 for inquiries. 

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs. 
$399K, $918 maint. Neil (646) 373-
5545.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EDITING & TYPING
Polish your prose. Resumes, papers, 
theses. We do it all. Fast, accurate turn-
around at affordable rates. 30 years 
experience. (212) 749-2995.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone cre-
ate a family and be well compensat-
ed! Confidential. Apply at www.MyDo-
nor.net

ASIAN EGG DONOR NEEDED
$25K in compensation plus expenses. 
Asian Couple seeking a happy, intel-
ligent, attractive and healthy woman 
with athletic abilities betw the ages 
of 21-27, black hair, brown eyes, and 
5’6”+. Please contact: info@aperfect-
match.com. 1(800) 264-8828.
EXCEPTIONAL EGG DONOR need-
ed. Loving couple in search attractive, 
well-rounded/highly accomplished wom-
an under 28 to help them become par-
ents. Compensation exceeding $10K 
for the right donor + travel expenses 
paid. Contact Dawn at fertilityalter-
natives@gmail.com for more info on 
process and eligibility.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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coach Kevin Anderson said. “It’s 
something that you’ve heard us 
talk about. We didn’t come to 
just win one game, but the fact 
of the matter is we came to win 
this one. Sometimes in sport 
it’s two teams that put together 
a game-plan and you put your 
heart and soul into something—
and it’s sport.”

The result meant that Brown 
and Dartmouth shared the 2011 
Ivy title, with the Big Green re-
ceiving the Ivy League’s auto-
matic bid to the NCAA tourna-
ment. The Lions finished third, 
and Cornell fourth. (Brown, 
Columbia, and Cornell could 
still receive at-large bids to the 
NCAA tournament.) It was the 
Lions' best overall finish to a sea-
son since 2003, and the team’s 
best Ivy record since 2002.

However, senior captain 
Mike Mazzullo was far from 
content.

“I’m not going to lie to you, 
I’m not proud at all as a captain,” 
he said. “It was there for us and 
we didn’t take it. It might have 
been the saddest moment of my 
life. I can’t really think of a posi-
tive. I can say for me it was just 
a very sad ending.”

Neither side could be fault-
ed for effort though. The game 
got off to a flying start with the 
Lions initially struggling to ad-
just to Cornell’s route-one style 
of play. The Big Red had the 
better of the opening exchang-
es, but the Lions were the first 
to score with a goal against the 
run of play. Najem picked up 
the ball near the half-line, and 
turned before running at the 
opposition. Columbia forwards 
sophomore Henning Sauerbier 
and junior Will Stamatis made 
runs that pulled the Cornell 
defense wide, and Najem was 
one-on-one against a defender. 
He moved the ball onto his left 
side to leave the defender in 
his wake, and then shifted the 
ball onto his right foot before 
opening up his body and curl-
ing a shot into the top corner 
past freshman Zach Zagorski 
in Cornell’s goal.

“That was the dream start we 
were praying for,” Najem said. 
“It felt sort of like a dream but 
we knew we had a long game to 
go and our work cut out.”

The Lions had the upper 
hand temporarily after the goal 
almost doubled their lead five 
minutes later. Senior defender 
Ronnie Shaban saw his header, 
from junior winger Nick Scott’s 
corner, cleared off the goal-line. 
(Shaban is a sports columnist for 
Spectator.)

The hosts raised the tempo 
with ten minutes to go in the 
first period, and the Lions were 
under siege. The Columbia 
backline dealt with most of what 
it was faced with, but Cornell 
eventually found an opening in 
the 41st minute.

A pass from the defense 
found junior forward Tyler 
Regan on the right flank, and 
he beat his man to play a low 
ball into the danger area to-
wards Haber. The sophomore 
finished low past Columbia’s 
Alex Aurrichio, and the score 
was tied.

Both sides had eight shots in 
the opening period, as the teams 
went in level at the break.

While the teams recorded 11 
shots combined in the second 
half, there were no clear-cut 
chances for either side and the 
game was forced to enter over-
time as a result.

Men’s soccer 
ends season in 
disappointing tie

SOCCER from front page

KATE SCARBOROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

EVEN MATCH  |  Columbia and Cornell battled hard for 110 minutes but had to settle for a 1-1 tie. A victory for Columbia would have crowned them outright 
champions, while a Cornell win would have guaranteed them a share of the 2011 Ivy League crown. The tie meant that Brown and Dartmouth shared the title. 

Mazzullo came closest to 
breaking the deadlock right at the 
end of the first additional period. 

Scott played in a dangerous cor-
ner, and the Lions captain evaded 
his marker to get on the end of it. 
However, his shot was saved by 

Zagorski and Mazzullo was left 
holding his head as the first pe-
riod of overtime came to a close.

The second period of over-
time would decide the 2011 
Ivy men’s soccer champion, 
and both teams were going for 
gold. Stamatis had a chance 
on the turn, and even though 
his strike wasn’t the cleanest, 
it forced Zagorski into a div-
ing one-handed save. Moments 
later, Cornell countered and 
won a free-kick on the edge of 
the area forcing Aurrichio into 
a flying save. It was a frantic 
last few minutes to the game, 
but eventually the final whis-
tle sounded with the score tied 
1-1, even though Columbia and 
Cornell tallied a mammoth 20 
shots each in the contest.

The players left the field 
to a standing ovation from 

the crowd, and Anderson was 
proud of his charges, especially 
the eight members of the senior 
class.

“We wind up with a draw 
and that gives us nothing, but 
the thing that I am proud of is 
the growth and leadership of 
this team, of the senior class—
they’ve been phenomenal,” he 
said. “They’ve been a pleasure 
to coach, they’ve been a plea-
sure to watch grow, and in re-
turn I think I’ve grown eight 
times what each of them have 
grown, because of the eight of 
them. So it’s unfortunate, we left 
it all out on the field—there’s no 
doubt in my mind that we played 
to win tonight and it winds up as 
a draw so there’s not too much 
to talk about.”

Both teams must now wait 
for the NCAA to announce the 

at-large bids for the postseason 
tournament.

“We’ll see, we’ll keep our 
fingers crossed—we’ll see what 
happens,” Anderson continued. 
“I think Monday at the NCAA 
show is a long-shot, but you 
never know. Things happen in 
sports, and when you work hard 
you get opportunities, and these 
kids absolutely worked hard. 
They’re the heart and soul of 
this team, our senior class, and 
they’re the foundation that this 
coaching staff has to help build 
this program. We talked about 
the foundation having to be the 
strongest part of your team, so 
with those eight we have a foun-
dation that can take us wherever 
we need to go.”

Postseason or not, Najem, a 
sophomore, knows he has two 
more seasons with the Light 

Blue, and is determined to give 
something back to the current 
crop of seniors.

“The seniors and the coaches 
have set the path for us, and now 
it’s our job to take advantage of 
this opportunity,” he said. “We 
were guided by one of the best 
group of seniors we’ve had in 
a long time. The experience, 
the passion that they brought 
to us, I can’t even describe to 
you how rewarding that it for 
us. We have to turn this rough 
experience into something we 
can build off of. These guys have 
provided everything for us and 
I think it’s only fitting that we 
give something back to them 
and win them a Championship.”

All eyes will now turn to the 
2011 NCAA Selection show, 
which airs today at 4:30 p.m. on 
NCAA.com.

“It was there for us 
and we didn’t take 
it. It might have 
been the saddest 
moment of my life.”

—Mike Mazzullo, 
senior midfielder

BY JOSH SHENKAR
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s bas-
ketball team suffered a double 
setback this weekend as it fell in 
its opening games of the season 
to Vermont and Sacred Heart. 
The Lions gamely competed in 
both contests, but inconsisten-
cy, turnovers, and poor offensive 
production resulted in a 63-52 
loss to Vermont and a 60-42 loss 
to Sacred Heart.  

In the Light Blue’s season 
opener against Vermont, the 
Catamounts quickly got off to a 
7-0 start and led 13-7 after only 
five minutes. Columbia fought 
back through the outstanding 
play of senior Melissa Shafer and 

junior Brittany Simmons and tied 
the game at 32 a minute into the 
second half. Overall, Shafer con-
tributed 17 points, Simmons re-
corded 9 points, and both pulled 
down four rebounds. However, 
the Catamounts quickly pulled 
off another scoring run in which 
they recorded 15 points, while 
Columbia only managed four. The 
Lions never recovered from this 
torrid stretch, and Vermont had 
a fairly comfortable last five min-
utes. Coach Paul Nixon admitted 
that the Lions’ offensive inconsis-
tency contributed to their loss.  

“They had three or four con-
secutive scores that we were not 
able to answer. And that comes 
back to us being not as consis-
tent on offense as we need to be. 

We would get it [the lead] down 
to five or six points but then we 
would kind of stall there and not 
get any closer.” 

A key factor in the Lions’ 
loss was the effectiveness of 
Vermont’s pressure defense, 
which forced the Columbia of-
fense into a paltry 17-for-53 
shooting performance. Vermont 
kept Columbia’s guards and 
forwards from penetrating the 
paint and getting high-caliber 
shots. This struggle resulted in 
the Lions making only one of 16 
three point attempts.  

“We really allowed their de-
fensive pressure to dictate to us 
too much and because of that we 
were not consistently effective on 
offense. That was the difference 

in the game,” Nixon said.  

The Lions also got off to a poor 
start in their away game at Sacred 
Heart as the Pioneers took an 

early 10-4 lead. Columbia fought 
to tie the game at 15 and even took 
a 17-15 lead when junior guard/
forward Tyler Simpson made a 
layup. The Lions continued to 
struggle to score on offense, as 
they only managed to score five 
points for the rest of the half. 
Sacred Heart took full advantage 
and went on a 17-5 scoring run, 
ending the half with a 34-20 lead. 
The Light Blue played more com-
petitively in the second half as it 
was only outscored 26-22. But 
the Lions could not recover from 
their instability in the first half, 
and lost the game 62-40.

“We were not consistently 
productive in the game. We 
went through long stretches 
without a basket. Whenever 

you’re playing and you go 
through two, three, or four min-
utes at a time without putting 
any points on the board, it just 
puts so much pressure on your 
team getting stops,” Nixon said.  

The Lions struggled to take 
care of the ball late in the first 
half, turning the ball over 17 
times. Even though Columbia 
had a nearly identical field goal 
percentage to Sacred Heart in the 
first half, these turnovers enabled 
the Pioneers to get easy transi-
tion points. 

The Light Blue will be looking 
to pick up its first win of the sea-
son on Wednesday, Nov. 16, when 
it takes on Wagner. The game is 
scheduled for a 5 p.m. tip-off in 
Staten Island, N.Y.

Women’s basketball opens season with pair of losses to Vermont, Sacred Heart

“We were not consis-
tently productive in 
the game. We went 
through long stretch-
es without a basket.”

—Paul Nixon,
women's basketball coach



Blue and the Big Red two and 
three points behind respec-
tively and allowing a win (and 
the three points that come with 
it) to vault them to first place 
(or in Cornell’s case, a share of 
first place.) The only thing that 
would prevent either of them 
from taking the title themselves 
would be if they tied as well.

I joked with my co-editor 
that if a draw did in fact occur 
in the early game, Columbia and 
Cornell should meet before the 
game and say, “Hey, so neither of 
us wants to screw the other over. 
Let’s flip and coin and say that if 
the game happens to still be tied 
with 60 seconds left in the second 
overtime, one of us will let the 
other tap one in the back of the 
net and take the title.” To which 
the other coach would hopefully 
say, “Yeah, screw Brown and 
Dartmouth. We aren’t gonna let 
those guys win shit. Ok I’m down 
with that.” (Flip).

Unfortunately, I was only half 
joking.

Of course, Brown and 
Dartmouth did in fact tie. And 
of course, that conversation be-
tween coaches didn’t happen. 
And of course, the 7 p.m. match 
was tied after regulation, and 
as the clock ticked down on the 
frantic final minutes, the game 
still stood at 1-1 at the end of 
the 110th minute. It had to have 
been the first game I’ve ever 
heard of where as soon as the 
final whistle blew, both teams 
collapsed to the field in despair.

Now how did this inane sce-
nario occur in the first place? 
Because of the Ivy League’s 
equally insane standings sys-
tem: three points for a win, one 
for a tie, and zero for a loss. 
The methodology isn’t rare for 
soccer—in fact, most leagues 
across the world employ it—but 
it doesn’t seem as though there 
has been much thought put 
behind it other than encourag-
ing teams to go for wins rather 
than settle for draws.

Under this system, there are 
a total of three points award-
ed when a team wins versus 
only two when teams tie. Is it 
so crazy to say that an equal 
number of points should be al-
lotted each game? Apparently, 
all games are created equal—
except for ones in which the 
teams themselves are equally 
matched.

With this kind of organiza-
tion, teams like Cornell—who 
tied three times this season—
are unfairly punished in the 
table. I’d just like someone to 
explain to me with a straight 
face how a team that goes 2-5 
in Ivy play should only be a 
point back in the standings of a 
team who ties all seven mem-
bers of the Ancient Eight.

The National Hockey League 
has a similar problem. Because 
hockey teams get a consolation 
point for losing in OT, why don’t 
teams intentionally go into extra 
minutes in inter-conference 
games? Since your opponent 
is in another conference, you 
might as well guarantee that 
each of you at least gets a point 
and then duel it out in the OT or 
have a shootout to see who gets 
the extra one.

While the soccer system is 
flawed, let’s just thank God the 
Ivy League hasn’t instituted pen-
alty kicks to determine winners 
like the NHL did with shootouts, 
as they’re nothing more than a 
glorified guessing game.

But if the Ivy League doesn’t 
step up and make a statement to 
the rest of the NCAA about this 
system, crazy situations like the 
one on Saturday will continue to 
spring up. Until then, Columbia 
and Cornell can hurdle into the 
ocean.

Jim Pagels is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in 

American Studies and English. 
He is a sports editor for 

Spectator.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Scoring 
systems need a 
fix for ties

Is it so crazy to say 
that an equal number 
of points should be 
alloted each game?

PAGELS from back page The men’s swimming 
and diving team went 1-1 
this weekend, narrowly 
defeating Penn 154-146 on 
Friday before losing to Yale 
178-122 on Saturday. At 
Penn, the day began with 
the 200-yard medley relay, 
with Columbia taking both 
second and third place. The 
meet was closely contested 
—the Lions clinched the vic-
tory with the final race of the 
day, the 400 freestyle relay. 
Freshmen Omar Arafa and 
Daniel Gosak and juniors 
Patrick Dougherty and John 
Wright combined for a time 
of 3:05.80 to finish first. The 
other Light Blue team fin-
ished third, securing the 
points necessary to win the 
meet. Underclassmen led 
the way in the short dis-
tance events, confirming the 
team’s high expectations for 
their newest recruits. “We 
believe that the class of 
2015 is one of the best col-
lections of swimmers in our 
history, so we will be disap-
pointed if all ten do not make 

their mark,” head coach Jim 
Bolster wrote in an email. 
Arafa finished the 100 back 
in 51.22 seconds to take first 
place, sophomore Matthew 
Swallow had a time of 59.17 
seconds to finish second for 
the 100 breast, and freshman 
Stanley Wong won the 50 
free in 21.09 seconds. 

The Light Blue couldn’t 
replicate its success on 
Saturday, and the Bulldogs 
handed the Lions their first 
defeat of the season. Though 
freshman Micah Rembrandt 
and junior Jason Collazo 
took first and second respec-
tively in diving, the Light 
Blue saw its lead slip away 
as Yale—led by freshman Rob 
Harder—won most of the 
free events. Arafa took first 
place in the 100 back once 
again with a time of 50.29 
seconds, but Columbia failed 
to keep pace with Yale, ulti-
mately losing the meet. The 
Lions are now preparing for 
their next dual meet against 
Army on Nov. 19 at 12 p.m.

—Eric Wong

MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

With help of emerging freshman 
talent, Lions defeat Penn, fall to Yale 

BY STEVEN LAU
Spectator Staff Writer

STORRS, Conn.—Against the 
much taller Connecticut Huskies, 
it was not the rebounding of the 
Columbia men’s basketball team 
that caused problems, but rather 
the shooting.

The Lions (0-1) fell 70-57 
against the No. 4-ranked defend-
ing national champions on Friday 
night at Gampel Pavilion in both 
teams’ first regular-season game 
of the year.

Though the Light Blue only 
lost by 13 points, the team 
struggled to find any offensive 
rhythm, shooting less than 30 
percent from both two-point 
and three-point range compared 
to the Huskies’ 50 percent field 
goal average.

“They’re long everywhere 
and I knew it’d be hard to make 
baskets, especially around the 
rim,” Columbia head coach Kyle 
Smith said. “I knew we’d have to 
make a lot of threes to compete, 
and we didn’t.”

Columbia was not lacking in 
scoring opportunities, taking a 
total of 73 shots—21 more than 
the Huskies. But a combination of 
blocked shots by UConn’s front-
court and poor finishing left the 
Lions trailing from the opening 
minute onwards.

“We definitely got what we 
wanted,” senior guard Noruwa 
Agho said. “I think it’s a matter 
of making the right decisions at 
times and just really finishing. 
If I make half those layups, then 
it’s a whole different ball game 
hopefully.”

Though Agho led the Light 
Blue with 16 points, he went 
6-25 and never made his way to 
the foul line.

The only thing keeping the 
Lions in the game was the ef-
fort from the Columbia front-
court, including junior center 
Mark Cisco and senior forward 
Blaise Staab.

Staab, who finished with a 
game-high 12 rebounds, started 
on Friday for the first time in his 
collegiate career due to an ankle 
sprain suffered by junior forward 
John Daniels earlier in the week.

“The game plan tonight was 

to put a body on the big guys 
and we did that,” Staab said. 
“Me and Mark did that and the 
guards were able to pick up 
some loose ones.”

Though UConn outrebound-
ed Columbia 43-41, the Light 
Blue outworked the Huskies on 
the offensive boards 20-10, and 
the defense by the Lions’ front-
court limited the Huskies’ op-
tions at the post.

The lack of offense from 
UConn’s big men forced sopho-
more guards Jeremy Lamb and 
Shabazz Napier to carry the team. 
Lamb led all scorers with a ca-
reer-high 30 points, and Napier 
was close behind with 21.

UConn head coach Jim 
Calhoun stressed the lackluster 
performance by UConn’s front-
court compared to the smaller 
but more persistent Lions.

“They had two, three guys that 
were beating our guys,” Calhoun 
said. “20 offensive rebounds for 
Columbia—I’m sure that their 
coach should be happy. I would 
be happy if my team could give 
that kind of effort.”

Where the Huskies did domi-
nate was perimeter shooting and 
transition play, and both these 
strengths were evident through-
out the game.

The Huskies took a 3-0 lead 
one minute into the game and it 
was not long before the Lions fell 
behind. Though Columbia kept 
the margin in single digits for 
most of the first half, UConn led 
by 15 at the break.

The Lions played better bas-
ketball in the second period, but 
they could not find a way to stop 
Lamb and Napier, who pushed 
the lead to as much as 18.

Several times, the Lions 
looked to be getting hot on the 
offensive end, but big plays by the 
Huskies—including a 10-0 offen-
sive run and Lamb’s crowd-rais-
ing baseline dunk over Cisco—
kept the Light Blue out of it.

“It just got down to defend-
ing,” junior guard Brian Barbour 
said. “We were doing a good job 
at first and then they got loose 
a little bit in transition, which I 
think really hurt us more than 
anything.”

Despite the loss, the Lions are 
viewing Friday’s game as a learn-
ing experience and a testament 
to the team’s spirited effort on 
the glass.

The Light Blue will have 
a chance to bounce back on 
Monday night in its home opener 
against Furman (1-0).

The Paladins are coming 
off a 75-49 routing of Roanoke 
College in their first game on 
Friday, during which senior for-
ward Brandon Sebirumbi had 15 
points and 11 rebounds.

Last year, Furman made it to 
the semifinals of the Southern 
Conference Tournament, finish-
ing with a 22-11 overall record. 
The last time Columbia faced the 
Paladins was in 1976, when the 
Lions took a 93-79 victory.

Tip-off is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
in Levien Gym.

TREVOR COHEN FOR SPECTATOR

STUFFED |  Senior forward Blaise Staab struggled to elude the 
UConn defense, which had 13 blocked shots to limit the CU offense. 

CU falls to defending national champions

The recruits that had 
head women’s swim coach 
Diana Caskey so excited 
prior to the beginning of 
the season lived up to ex-
pectations Friday in a vic-
tory against Yale. The team 
posted stellar times and fin-
ished strong.

The freshmen duo of 
Chacha Bugatti and Salena 
Huang dominated the dis-
tance events, going one-
two in the 1000-yard free-
style. Huang would climb 
out of the pool only to dive 
back and handily win the 
next event, the 200-yard 
freestyle. She also claimed 
the top spot in the 500-yard 
freestyle (4:59.49). Bugatti 
finished third in 5:03.39, just 
behind Yale’s Joan Weaver. 

Meanwhile, on the other 
end of the spectrum, fresh-
man Stella Zhao held down 
the fort in the sprint free 
arena, claiming second in 
both events against a com-
petitive field.

The rookie magic wasn’t 
contained to the lane—
on the springboard, diver 
Alyssa Menz posted an 
NCAA cut score in her first 

collegiate meet. Menz fin-
ished fourth overall in the 
3-meter contest and won the 
1-meter diving with a score 
of 266.40.

Combining their efforts 
with those of upperclass-
men teammates, the Lions 
put together a performance 
that managed to edge Yale, 
161.5-138.5, by winning the 
final event—the 400-yard 
freestyle relay. The team 
of Huang, Zhao, freshman 
Mikaila Gaffey, and senior 
Isabelle Vandenbroucke 
out-touched a Yale squad in 
3:29.27 for the win. 

Juniors Katie Meili and 
Caroline Lukins, sopho-
mores Grace Senko and 
Laney Kluge, and Gaffey 
also finished in the top three 
in their respective events.

“It was so close from 
start to finish,” Caskey said. 
“I think it’s the hard work 
we’ve been putting in, the 
team cohesion we’ve devel-
oped in such a short time. 
The team works hard and 
well together and I think be-
ing at home in our own pool 
gave us that edge.”

—Charlotte Murtishaw 

Light Blue overcomes Bulldogs at 
home in opening meet of the season

WOMEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
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BIG BAD RED  |  In Saturday’s matchup, Cornell quarterback Jeff Mathews fell five yards short of the all-time Ivy League passing record, finding holes in CU’s defense. 

Light Blue defensive woes exposed by Cornell quarterback Mathews
BY JEREMIAH SHARF

Specator Senior Staff Writer

ITHACA, N.Y.—In the wake of 
Saturday’s mind-boggling shootout loss 
to Cornell (4-5, 2-4 Ivy), Columbia’s (0-9, 
0-6 Ivy) football team is on the brink of 
a winless season. 

There has not always been a single 
factor causing the Lions’ losses, but 
this game was an exception. The con-
test—which ended 62-41 in Cornell’s 
favor—was decided by a record-break-
ing passing display put on by Cornell’s 
sophomore quarterback Jeff Mathews.

The baby-faced gunslinger from 
Camarillo, Calif., threw for a school-
record 521 yards and five touchdowns. 
Mathews was just five yards short of 
the all-time Ivy League record for single 
game passing yards.

While the Lions’ Achilles heel has 

usually been their run defense, Mathews’ 
incredibly accurate 40-for-46 completion 
rate was what did the Lions in. Mathews 
is a talented quarterback, but open receiv-
ers made his job much easier, and for that 
he can thank the Columbia defense.

Head coach Norries Wilson spoke 
about the importance of pressuring 
Mathews, but it wasn’t a lack of pres-
sure—the quarterback was sacked four 
times. The issue was with Columbia’s 
secondary.

Prior to this weekend’s game, 
Columbia’s passing defense had only giv-
en up a respectable 214 yards per game. 
After Saturday’s debacle, that number 
has jumped to 248.

“We didn’t do enough to stop 
them,” Wilson said. “We didn’t get any 
turnovers.”

Wilson made it clear that it was not 
one section of the defense that was the 
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issue, but the defense collectively. The 
pass pressure was not good enough, ac-
cording to Wilson, and the defensive 
backs weren’t doing their jobs.

“If you’re a defensive back you can’t 
let a guy beat you deep,” Wilson said. 
“It’s easy to stand there and say ‘we were 
right there.’ You’ve got to be right there 
and make a play. If the receiver makes 
the play you’ve got to be able to make 
the play as well.”

Columbia sophomore Marquel 
Carter, who just made the transition 
from defensive back to linebacker, spoke 
about Mathews' prowess and reiterated 
Wilson’s sentiment about keeping up 
with the receivers. 

“They have a really good quarterback, 
and our scheme was good enough that if 
we stopped the run from the beginning, 
we should have been in position to make 
plays on all those balls,” Carter said. “It’s 
like we said in practice, we didn’t run the 
routes better than them. We just didn’t 
make any stops.”

Carter finished the game with 12 
tackles in his first defensive appearance 
outside of the secondary.

There were numerous plays where 
Big Red receivers seemed wide open, 
but there were also times when they 
were able to elude players and accu-
mulate large numbers of yards after 
catch (YAC).

Cornell senior wide receiver Shane 
Savage hauled in eight catches for a total 
of 199 yards and three touchdowns.

Savage touched on the importance 
of YAC.

“Our coaches preach YAC,” Savage 
said. “That’s all we’re focused on, catch-
ing the ball and turning upfield, and get 
as far up the field as we can.”

Savage also added that though the 
receivers appeared to be wide open at 

times, they also owed a lot to the talents 
of Mathews.

“I don’t know if I was open all like 
that, but when you have a quarterback 
like Jeff putting it right on your num-
bers each time, it makes it pretty easy,” 
Savage said.

Mathews disagreed, claiming that 
having open receivers makes it easier 
to get the ball to them. He was humble 
about his performance after the game, 
giving credit to the coaches for their 
preparation.

“I think that goes back to game 
planning on Sunday and Monday by 
the coaches,” Mathews said. “They had 
a great game plan coming in and we 
knew that.”

Head coach Kent Austin was not as 
reserved, calling Mathews the best play-
er in the Ivy League.

“We have a lot of confidence in our 
passing game, we have a lot of confidence 
in our quarterback, and at the end of the 
day we’re going to put the game in Jeff’s 
hands,” Austin said. “He’s the best quar-
terback in the league.”

The Columbia defense has now given 
up an average of 33.3 points per game 
to opposing offenses, and the difficulty 
stopping the pass in Saturday’s game was 
a key contributor.

An inability to force turnovers, pres-
sure the passer, and get the receiver 
down before he could turn around was 
one of the factors that plagued the pass 
defense. 

Looking ahead to next week’s 
match-up against Brown, things don’t 
get any easier for the Light Blue, as 
they will face quarterback Kyle 
Newhall-Caballero, another premier 
passer. The Lions will be seeking 
their first win in their final game of 
the season. 

BY ROBERT WREN GORDON
Spectator Staff Writer

The 2011 season ended on a sour 
note for Columbia volleyball (15-10, 
9-5 Ivy) as the squad was swept on 
the road this weekend at Penn (10-
14. 6-8 Ivy) and Princeton (18-8, 11-3 
Ivy).

In its final weekend of play, the 
squad first traveled to Philadelphia to 
face off against the Quakers. In their 
first match this season at Levien on 
Oct. 8, the Lions managed to narrow-
ly defeat a competitive Penn squad in 
five closely contested sets.

The second contest witnessed 
another closely contested meeting 
that forced another five-set match, 
although this time the Lions were un-
able to tally a win. In what has been a 
common theme throughout the sea-
son, the Lions on the road struggled 
during their first set. Despite close 
play by the Light Blue, the Quakers 
took the first game, 30-28.

Columbia came back in the second 
and third sets, winning both by scores 
of 25-20, setting the stage for a pivot-
al fourth set during which the Lions’ 
luck ran out. The Quakers came from 
behind to win the match, beating the 
Lions 25-12 and again by 15-9 in the 
final sets of the night.

In its last match of the season, the 
team traveled to New Jersey to face 
rival Princeton. With Yale’s victory 
over Harvard on Friday clinching 
the Bulldogs’ claim to the Ivy crown, 
nothing but second place was at stake 
during this match. Princeton, which 
was 10-3 in the conference, was al-
ready in second place. But Columbia, 
with an Ivy record of 9-4, could have 
taken a share of second place with a 
win at Princeton.

However, this wasn’t meant to be 
as the Tigers got off to a strong start, 
taking the first set 25-22. Columbia 
took the second set 25-20, secur-
ing the win with a five point run 
after both squads were tied 20-20. 
The two teams went back and forth 
throughout the night. The Tigers 
clinched the third set 25-18 and the 
Lions came back against to win the 
fourth set 25-20, coming back from 
a 16-10 deficit in the middle of the 
game. Unfortunately for the Lions, 
Princeton dominated the final set of 
the contest 15-6 and effectively ended 
the Light Blue's season.

With the loss to Princeton, the 
Light Blue closed out the year 15-10 
(9-5 Ivy) and third in the conference. 

Junior outside hitter Megan 
Gaughn led the team in kills, scoring 
284 through the course of the sea-
son. Five Lions—Madeline Rumer, 
Caitlin Brenton, Heather Braunagel, 
Monique Roberts, and Cindy Chen—
had over 100 kills during the sea-
son. On defense, sophomore libero 
Charlee Dryoff led the squad with 
425 digs, and four other Lions—Chen, 
Gaughn, Colleen Brennan, and Molly 
Winger—also had 100 or more digs 
for the season.

Volleyball loses 
last two matches, 
finishes season in 
third place
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MONDAY MORNING 
QUARTERBACK

 

1 Mrinal “Word on the Street” Mohanka 44-28

2 Jeremiah “Sharf Attack” Sharf 42-30

3 Ronnie “Squeaky Bum Time” Shaban 41-31

4 Myles “A Second Opinion” Simmons 40-32

5 Victoria “Batting a Thousand” Jones 39-33

6 Ryan “Roar Ryan Roar” Young 38-34

6 Zach “Boom goes the Dynamite” Glubiak 38-34

8 Jim “On the Couch” Pagels 37-35

9 Benjamin “The Top Spin” Spener 36-36

10 Michael “Turn Up the Mike” Shapiro 35-37

PIXBOX STANDINGS: WEEK 9

IVY OVERALL
POINTS 

FOR
POINTS 

AGAINST

HARVARD 6-0 8-1 329 164

BROWN 3-2 7-2 208 151

YALE 4-2 5-4 232 217

PENN 4-2 5-4 211 204

DARTMOUTH 3-3 4-5 196 202

CORNELL 2-4 4-5 265 249

PRINCETON 1-5 1-8 157 249

COLUMBIA 0-6 0-9 176 300

IVY LEAGUE FOOTBALL STANDINGS

GAME THREE
@ PRINCETON

L 24-21

GAME FOUR
VS. SACRED 

HEART 
L 34-25

GAME FIVE
VS. PENN

L 27-20

GAME SIX
@ DARTMOUTH

L 37-0

GAME SEVEN
VS. YALE

L 16-13

GAME EIGHT
VS. HARVARD

L 35-21

GAME NINE
@ CORNELL

L 62-41

GAME TEN
VS. BROWN

11/19

GAME TWO
VS. ALBANY

L 44-21

key drives

50 40 30 20 10 G40302010

week9#game ball

best call

worst call

Despite forcing the Cornell offense 
to start inside their own 20, the Li-
ons simply had no answer for Jeff 
Matthews in the first half. Midway 
through the third, Matthews hit Shane 
Savage for a 47-yard touchdown pass, 
which gave Cornell a 38-34 lead. The 
score was part of a 27 unanswered 
points rally by the Big Red.  

turning point
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COLUMBIA, 1ST QUARTER: 13 PLAYS, 79 YARDS, 4:30 
RESULT: TD, 7-0 COLUMBIA

CORNELL, 1ST QUARTER: 6 PLAYS, 59 YARDS, 2:34 
RESULT: TD, 7-7

COLUMBIA, 2ND QUARTER: 7 PLAYS, 46 YARDS, 0:48 
RESULT: TD, 34-28 COLUMBIA

Sophomore quarterback 
Jeff Mathews (#9) throws 
a 28-yard touchdown pass 
to senior wide receiver 
Shane Savage (#22), 
giving Cornell a three- 
touchdown lead and 
putting the game out of 
reach. This gave Mathews 
500 passing yards.

Cornell sophomore quarterback Jeff 
Matthews may be the best quarter-
back in the Ivy League. On Saturday, 
he completed 40 of 46 passes on his 
way to two school records—521 passing 
yards and five touchdowns. Matthews 
continually put his three best receiv-
ers—Luke Tasker, Kurt Ondash and 
Shane Savage—in positions to make big 
plays down the field. 

Columbia head coach Norries Wilson 
made the right decision by letting his of-
fense go for it on fourth and 19 at Cor-
nell’s 25 yard line with less than a min-
ute to play in the second quarter. Sean 
Brackett found Mike Stephens over the 
middle for 22 yards and the first down. 
On the next play, Brackett found Louis 
DiNovo for the touchdown, which put 
the Lions up 34-28 at halftime. 

The Columbia secondary was picked 
apart by the Cornell offense all after-
noon. While they substituted in more 
defensive backs, the Lions coaching 
staff continued to let Cornell’s re-
ceivers get off the line of scrimmage 
untouched. This gave Matthews and 
his receivers enough time to run wild 
through Columbia’s defense. 

CORNELL, 3RD QUARTER: 6 PLAYS, 83 YARDS, 2:31
RESULT: TD, 38-34 CORNELL

CORNELL, 3RD QUARTER: 4 PLAYS, 76 YARDS, 1:35
RESULT: TD, 45-34 CORNELL

record
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20

30

40

50

COLUMBIA

GAME ONE
VS. FORDHAM

L 21-14

play of the game

22

9

diving Shane Savage, who was wide 
open behind the Columbia defense. 
The Lion defense made one of the few 
stops of the first half and forced the Big 
Red to attempt a field goal. After a low 
snap, Cornell senior place-kicker Brad 
Greenway, one of the Ivy League’s most 
accurate kickers, missed the 25-yard field 
goal attempt. 

Beginning at their own nine, every 
pass play the Lions ran on the drive 
went to Williams. Brackett hit Williams 
on four plays including a 37-yard touch-
down catch on a stop and go route. After 
the missed extra point, the Lions were 
up 27-21. 

“All week we talked about just taking 
what they gave us,” Williams said. “There 

was a lot of inside leverage from the cor-
nerbacks, so we ran a lot of out routes and 
hit them over the top a few times. The 
game plan worked well.” 

It took the Big Red just 41 seconds to 
take back the lead. Mathews found wide 
receiver Kurt Ondash, who burned soph-
omore defensive back Chris Alston, for a 
37-yard touchdown. After the extra point, 
Cornell was up 28-27. 

On the kickoff, the Lions recovered 
a poorly executed squib kick at the 
Cornell 45-yard line. With just over a 
minute remaining in the game, Brackett 
led the offense into the red zone. On 
fourth and 19, Brackett found senior 
wide receiver Stephens for a 22-yard 
gain. On the next play, Brackett found 
tight end Hamilton Garner for an eight-
yard touchdown pass. The score put the 

Lions up 34-28 going into the half.
In the second half, Columbia’s de-

fense had no response to Mathews. The 
sophomore quarterback hit Savage for a 
47-yard touchdown pass which put the 
Big Red up 38-34 midway through the 
third quarter. 

“He had as accurate and as good of a 
decision-making day as any quarterback 
that I’ve been around,” Cornell head 
coach Kent Austin said. “He made great 
decisions, read coverages, and got the 
ball out of his hand. He’s way ahead of 
the curve in his development as a quar-
terback. He’s the best quarterback in 
the league.” 

Offensively, the Lions simply couldn’t 
respond. 

“First half we were clicking,” Brackett 
said. “It was night and day to the second 

half. I missed some open people. We had 
some drops. We just didn’t make the plays 
that we were making in the first half.” 

“We weren’t playing well, obviously, 
in the first half,” Cornell senior defensive 
end Zach Imhoff said. “We made some 
adjustments at halftime. We really tried 
to stop the pass and that’s what we did.” 

Meanwhile, Mathews continued to 
exploit the Lions secondary for big gains. 
Mathews hit Savage for a 46-yard touch-
down play near the end of the third quar-
ter which put the Big Red up 45-34. In the 
fourth, Mathews and Savage connected 
for another touchdown. Savage—who fin-
ished with eight catches, 199 yards and 
three touchdowns—beat junior Brian 
DeVeau for a 28-yard score which put 
Cornell up 55-34. 

“We had a great game plan coming in,” 

Mathews said. “We talked all week about 
executing. I thought we did very well. We 
didn’t turn the ball over. We played a com-
plete game. We give our receivers a lot 
of freedom to get open. When guys are 
getting open it’s pretty easy to hit them.” 

The Light Blue offense finally scored 
with 3:20 left in the fourth. Brackett 
found Williams on a 22-yard touchdown 
pass, William’s third of the day, which 
cut Cornell’s lead to two touchdowns. 
Unfortunately for the Lions, it was their 
last score of the game.  

Brackett’s final pass of the afternoon 
was intercepted by freshman safety Rush 
Miller, who ran it back for the touchdown. 
With the pick six, Cornell went up 62-41.

The Lions, who remain winless in 
2011, were forced to watch as Cornell was 
awarded the Empire State Bowl trophy.

After dropping six point half-time lead, Light Blue fails to find elusive first win of the season
FOOTBALL from back page
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Have you ever 
been the presi-

dent of the U.S., flying 
from a state dinner in 
Moscow, when sud-
denly your flight is 
hijacked by terrorists, 
and after killing most 
of them, your plane 
is severely damaged 
in an explosion, and 
then you’re forced to 
fight your archenemy 
in a battle to the death and zip line to an 
F-15 before the plane crashes into the 
Caspian Sea?

I hate it when that happens.
While I can assume there are at least 

a few of you out there who haven’t lived 
the plot of “Air Force One”, that’s proba-
bly how the men’s soccer team felt after 
this crazy final weekend in Ivy League 
soccer play. (For obvious reasons, we 
can refer to Columbia as team America 
and Cornell as the terrorists.)

But let’s say that while the zip line 
to safety was sitting there waiting for 
President Marshall or his enemy, they 
were both merely concerned with kill-
ing each other. What if the movie ended 
with them wrestling on the floor of the 
cockpit until the plane hurled into the 
sea while the first lady looked on horri-
fied at the other end of the harness?

Going into Saturday, Dartmouth 
and Brown were tied atop the stand-
ings, and Columbia and Cornell were 
in second and third place respectively. 
Of course, to make things dramatic, the 
Bears and Big Green were playing each 
other in Providence while the Lions and 
Big Red were squaring off three hours 
later in Ithaca.

Both Cornell and Columbia, who 
were playing at 7 p.m., needed a miracu-
lous tie in the other game at 4 p.m. to 
have a shot at the Ivy title. A tie would 
only give each Brown and Dartmouth 
one point apiece, leaving the Light 

To tie or not to 
tie, that is the 
question

On the 
Couch

JIM
PAGELS

BY SPENCER GYORY
Specatator Staff Writer

ITHACA, N.Y.—In the second annual 
Empire State Bowl, the Columbia Lions 
(0-9, 0-6 Ivy) fell to the Cornell Big Red 
(4-5, 2-4 Ivy) 62-41. Up by six at halftime, 
it looked as though the Lions might get 
their first win of the season in an offen-
sive shootout. 

But in the second half, Cornell’s de-
fense contained the Columbia offense 
while the Lions’ defense had no answers 
for Cornell’s passing attack. The Lions' 
porous defense allowed the Big Red to 
put up the school’s most points in the 
modern era.  

“We didn’t do enough to stop them,” 
Columbia head coach Norries Wilson 
said. “We didn’t get any turnovers. When 

you have a guy that can stand back and 
throw the football you’ve got to find ways 
to get some pressure on him. If you’re a 
defensive lineman, you got to find a way 
to win a one on one matchup. If you’re a 
defensive back, you can’t let a guy beat 
you deep. If the receiver’s making a play, 
you got to make a play as well.”

On their first offensive possession of 
the game, the Lions were forced to punt 
after just three plays. However, Columbia 
sophomore punter Paul Delaney was 
roughed on the punt and the Lions retook 
possession at their own 39-yard line. The 
Light Blue took full advantage of the sec-
ond opportunity and sophomore running 

back Griffin Lowry opened up the scoring 
with a four-yard touchdown. 

Cornell sophomore quarterback Jeff 
Mathews, as he did all afternoon, picked 
apart the Lions secondary. Cornell tied 
the game on a two-yard reverse run by 
junior wide receiver Luke Tasker. 

The Lions responded with an 11-play 
drive to take back the lead. On the first 
play of the second quarter, junior quarter-
back Sean Brackett put the Lions up again 
with a 12-yard touchdown on a designed 
quarterback draw.

The Light Blue defense was able to 
force the Big Red off the field, and the 
Lions retook possession at their own 
10. On the second effort of a run, Lowry 
fumbled the football, which the Big Red 
recovered on the Lions’ 20-yard line. Two 
plays later, Cornell tied the game with a 

10-yard touchdown reception by fresh-
man wide receiver Grant Gellatly.

Cornell’s defense forced the Lions 
into a three-and-out on the ensuing pos-
session. After a poor punt by Delaney, 
Cornell began its drive inside Columbia 
territory. Out of the wildcat formation, 
senior running back Ryan Houska put the 
Big Red up 21-13 with a three-yard run.

Starting with good field position, the 
Lions tied the game when Brackett found 
senior wide receiver Kurt Williams for 
an eight-yard touchdown. On the play, 
Williams caught the ball, nearly ran into 
senior Mike Stephens—who shielded a 
couple Cornell defenders—and ran in for 
the score. 

On the next drive, Mathews hit a 

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

DROPPED THE BALL  |  The Light Blue failed to hold onto and capitalize on a halftime lead this Saturday as the team went down 62-41 in a high-scoring affair. 

SEE PAGELS, page 7

Football remains winless after shootout in Ithaca

SEE FOOTBALL, page 9

COLUMBIA

CORNELL

41

62
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