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“I would not go back to St. Luke’s, ex-
cept in the case of dire emergency,” Zach 
Kaplan, CC ’12 said of his experience at 
St. Luke’s Hospital for an emergency ap-
pendectomy last year.  

Kaplan’s skepti-
cism reinforces a be-
lief frequently voiced 
by Columbia students 
that the health care 
across the street is in-
ferior to that offered 
elsewhere in the city. 

While Columbia 
and Barnard Health 
Services often refer students who need 
more advanced medical attention to St. 
Luke’s because of its proximity on the cor-
ner of Amsterdam Ave. and 113th Street, 
a number of large hospitals and smaller 
clinics serve the health care needs of resi-
dents of Morningside Heights, Harlem, 
and the Upper West Side. 

Community health care

The Ryan Center—a branch of the 
William F. Ryan Community Healthcare 

Network, located on 97th Street between 
Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues—
offers a full range of services, including 
pediatrics, adult medicine, mental health, 
women’s health, prenatal care, neurology, 
ophthalmology, and dental, plus a num-
ber of health outreach programs.  

Built on former U.S. Representative 
William Ryan’s (D-N.Y.) belief that 
“healthcare is a right, not a privilege,” 
the Ryan Center serves primarily low-in-
come communities, accepting Medicaid 
and Medicare, Child Health Plus, Family 
Health Plus, and numerous other insur-
ance plans. For uninsured people, pay-
ment is based on a sliding scale relative 
to income and family size. Eligible low-
income patients can get their prescription 
drugs for only $10 each.  

The Charles B. Rangel Community 
Health Care Center on 135th Street 
between Broadway and Amsterdam 
Ave.—one of 12 primary care practices 
in the New York-Presbyterian Hospital’s 
Ambulatory Care Network clinics—
specializes in internal medicine, pedi-
atrics, pharmacy assistance, and social 
services, and offers a sliding scale to 
uninsured patients and assistance with 
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Bacchanal invites Bob Saget to 
perform at CU’s Miller Theater 
tonight. While best known for 
his role as a virtuous dad on 
“Full House,” Saget bares his 
raunchy side in his comedy act.

Bacchanal kicks off early 
with Bob Saget

A&E, page 3

Jon Hollander argues that we 
should collectively reject the 
politically correct.

To be correct is 
incorrect

Opinion, page 4

Columbia’s Men’s Water 
Polo Club traveled to Col-
gate University and won the 
New York Division Champi-
onship after defeating Army 
in the final round.

Water polo club team 
wins division tourney

Sports, page 8
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Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

 By Alexa Davis
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Karl Kroeber, former 
Columbia University Mellon 
Professor of the Humanities and 
longtime professor in the English 
and comparative literature de-
partment, died on Sunday, Nov. 
8 after a long battle with cancer. 
He was 83 years old.  

Kroeber came from a fam-
ily of well-known writers and 
academics. He was the son of 
the influential anthropologists 
Theodora and Alfred Kroeber, 
CC 1896—who earned the first 
Ph.D. in anthropology in the 
United States from Columbia 
University in 1901—and the 
brother of famed science-fic-
tion writer Ursula K. Le Guin. 

Kroeber made a name for 
himself, and proved just as 
prolific as his famous family 
members, by writing exten-
sively on American Indian 
literature, literary criticism, 
and art history. His most re-
cent book was “Ishi in Three 
Centuries,” about the last 
member of the Yahi, a group 
of Native Americans indige-
nous to Northern California. 

Some of Kroeber’s most 
well-known and beloved 
classes included his cours-
es on Children’s Literature, 
Native American Studies, and 
Romantic Poetry. 

Kroeber retired last spring 
after working at Columbia for 
nearly half a century. According 
to associate professor Jenny 
Davidson—who worked with 
Kroeber in Columbia’s English 
and Comparative Literature 
department for 10 years—he 
took his younger colleagues 
out for a fancy lunch for his 
retirement celebration, rath-
er than the customary lavish 
party. This, Davidson suggest-
ed, was typical behavior for 
Kroeber—a “mischievous gad-
fly,” a “Socrates-like” figure—
who was constantly challenging 
norms and was eager to learn 
from younger generations.

“He was very interested 
in soaking up as much as 
he could about new ways of 
thinking, new kinds of things 
to think about,” Davidson 
said. “He wanted to know 
what people in their teens or 
twenties or thirties were read-
ing and finding exciting, and 
then he would go and read 
those things.” 

James Shapiro, a colleague 

of Kroeber’s in the de-
partment of English and 
Comparative Literature for a 
quarter of a century, agreed 
with Davidson’s description 
of Kroeber as someone who 
was constantly challenging 
people—and making them 
better for it. 

“He’s just somebody that 
was always there to provoke 
and to counsel, and to chal-
lenge. He was never com-
fortable with easy answers,” 
Shapiro said of Kroeber, who 
he described as a mentor. “I 
know he’s changed the way I 
teach, and I can’t really say 
anybody else ever has in the 
time I’ve ever been here, just 
insisting that I challenge the 
students as hard as they can 
be challenged.” 

Kroeber’s former students 
have endless praise for him, cit-
ing that he pushed them to new 
levels of writing while remain-
ing understanding and warm. 

“He was a genius, a crank, 
and a curmudgeon, but also a 
softie, with a tenderness that 
could startle you,” said Sproul, 
CC ’07. “He was the closest 
thing to an academic advisor 
I had at Columbia.” 

“I remember one time, I 
was having a neurotic freak-
out over some minor issue 
in another class. I loitered 
around after Origins to ask his 
opinion about what I should 
do, and halfway through my 
question my stress and em-
barrassment reached their 
nadir and I burst into tears. 
He was so upset to see me cry 
that his eyes actually filled 
with tears, too. I forget what 
specific advice he gave, but he 
told me that if the professor 
didn’t understand he could go 

SEE kroeber, page 2

Construction on Columbus feared unsafe
By Sam Levin

Spectator Staff Writer 

For some Park West Village 
residents, walking home can be 
a frightening experience.  

A month after city officials 
cleaned up a collapsed shed at 
the construction site on 97th 
Street, a group of locals say 
they still don’t feel safe.

Park West Village—a group 
of seven residential buildings 
from 97th to 100th Street—has 
had continuous construction in 
its backyard since 2006, as devel-
opers Stellar Management and 
the Chetrit Group continue to 
build multiple new condo tow-
ers and retail units. Two years 
after a retaining wall collapsed 
at 808 Columbus—outraging 
many community groups—
a mobile crane hit a sidewalk 
shed last month, partially col-
lapsing it onto a walkway. 

Paul Bunten, president 

of the Board of Directors 
for Westsiders for Public 
Participation, Inc.—a lo-
cal non-profit—has been in 
contact with Councilwoman 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, CC 
’91, and the Department of 
Buildings, launching an effort 
to get answers and set up an 
open forum meeting with the 
department commissioner.  

On October 23, the 
Department of Buildings re-
sponded with a letter, which 
Bunten shared with Spectator, 
outlining the details of the in-
cident and the city’s response. 
Bunten said that this was not 
nearly enough of a reply, since 
it falls short of addressing why 
the accident happened in the 
first place.  

“We want to know why we 
should feel safe walking the 
streets of this neighborhood. 
They know anyone walking 
under that would have been 

killed,” Bunten said. “A bureau-
cratic response is not enough. 
We want a meeting.” 

Department of Buildings 
spokesperson Carly Sullivan 
said, “There were no injuries 
and there were no fatalities. 
As soon as the department 
was notified, inspectors went 
out there. The part of the crane 
that malfunctioned has been 
removed and it was replaced.”  

Sullivan said that large 
construction sites such as 
Columbus Square are moni-
tored by special teams on a 
weekly basis and, since 2007, 
the department has taken sev-
eral citywide steps to increase 
safety at projects of this scale. 
Such measures include a large 
analysis of crane operations, a 
contractor tracking system to 
monitor specific individuals, 
as well as legislation that holds 

Health care centers and hospitals  
range in quality, convenience

Columbia mourns loss of
 beloved retired teacher

Professor Kroeber 
dies of cancer              

“He was a genius, a 
crank, and a 
curmudgeon, but also a 
softie.”
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Your country, on drugs

The Iranian Women’s One 
Million Signatures Campaign 
started to petition for gen-
der equality rights in 2006. 
Barnard’s Athena Center hosts 
two of the group’s members, 
who will speak on leadership 
against the odds.

304 Barnard Hall, 6 p.m.

Iranian women sign on

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy are hosting 
Huffington Post 
congressional 
correspondent Ryan 
Grim, who will talk about 
drug policy and use in 
the United States.

Earl Hall, 7 p.m.

—Anna Sproul, 
CC ’07, on Karl 

Kroeber
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Lila Neiswanger / Senior staff photographer
rise and fall  |  Residents of Park West Village have long been anxious over the massive development 
going up in their neighborhood, but a recent construction accident renewed concerns.

Elektra

Will Brown / staff photographer
cu players  |  “Agamemnon is dead. Vengeance is coming.” Danayana Almenares-
Mesa will appear in Elektra this weekend in Lerner’s Black Box theater.SEE hospital, page 2

SEE construction, page 2
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Barnard study abroad rate up for spring semester
By Gabby Hempfling

Columbia Daily Spectator 

Recent reports from Barnard’s Dean 
of Study Abroad Advising, Gretchen 
Young, indicate that more students will 
study abroad in the upcoming spring 
semester than in the past.

This increase is a relief to Young, 
who had expressed some concern based 
on the number of students studying 
abroad in the fall. “Fall numbers were 
down and we were worried students 
wouldn’t get this experience they really 
need,” she said.

From Barnard, the 53 students study-
ing abroad this year represent only half of 
those who filled out “intent to study abroad” 
forms last year. Young suggested that the 
threat of a crushing economic downturn 
prevented families from allowing their chil-
dren to study abroad. However, it appears 
that this panic was short-lived. 

Excluding sizable drops in 2003 
and the early ‘90s, recent decades 
have yielded a steady increase in the 
number of students choosing to study 
abroad for a semester. Young said it has 
“become more mainstream, an integral 

part of the liberal arts education.”
In recent years students have also 

been choosing to study in more diverse 
destinations. While the ideal of a year 
abroad in Paris or Rome are still popular 
choices, more students are choosing uni-
versities in less traditional places in Asia 
or South America. Suzanne Arrington, 
BC ‘13, is currently studying Spanish at 
Barnard and plans on studying in South 
America. “I’m excited,” she said. “It’s also 
probably less expensive, compared to 
other parts of the world.”

Another student, Aviva Hamavid, 
BC ’13 said, “I actually studied abroad 
in high school and I am thinking about 
the Chung Hua University in China for 
junior year.” 

While the perceived cost may have 
driven students away from studying 
abroad at first, Barnard and Columbia 
assure students that, even abroad, they 
will continue to receive their full finan-
cial aid amount. Because the student 
continues to pay the same tuition to 
her school, the sticker price for a study 
abroad program may be misleading.

Barnard students, for example, 
pay the semester’s tuition and then, 

regardless of the cost, Barnard pays the 
tuition to the university abroad. If the 
financial aid a student receives exceeds 
tuition, then the student gets written 
a check of the amount of the surplus 
to take with them. Since many places 
have a lower cost of living than New 
York, students may even save money.

The interval of time spent abroad 
continues to vary. German profes-
sor, Richard Alan Korb, remarked, 
“It’s been my experience that students 
with study abroad experience always 
demonstrate an increased sense of ac-
complishment and self-confidence. I 
definitely recommend a year-long ex-
perience over a semester since it takes 
some time to acclimatize.”

According to the Open Doors 2005 
Report on International Educational 
Exchange, only nine percent of stu-
dents studying abroad chose to go for 
the full year. This percentage is actu-
ally down from 14 percent in the ear-
ly ‘90s, indicating that although more 
students are leaving the country for 
educational exchanges, they are only 
opting for semester-long programs. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

contractors more accountable.  
Peter Rosenberg, development di-

rector at Stellar Management, wrote 
in an e-mail, “We take all accidents 
very seriously especially when they 
involve cranes. We work diligently to 
try and minimize their occurrence 
implementing secondary safety mea-
sures and redundant systems.”

Rosenberg added, that, during crane 

operations, flag men stop pedestrian traf-
fic while the cranes are actually in motion. 
So even though the bridge was damaged, 
passersby were kept out of the area.  

At the public forum Mark-Viverito 
hopes to set up, “What I’d like to hear at 
this meeting is a detailed, public account 
of what happened the day of the crane 
accident, and what the Department is 
doing to prevent future incidents like 
this one,” she wrote in an e-mail.

She added that the neighborhood has 

suffered far too much throughout this 
construction project, and the “developer 
in particular has maintained a very neg-
ative relationship with the community 
from the very beginning.”

In response to whether or not rep-
resentatives from the developer would 
attend this kind of public forum, 
Rosenberg pointed out that they current-
ly have two regular community meetings 
with the Park West Village Coordinating 
Committee and the Park West Village 

Construction Task Force—both of which 
involve Department of Buildings partici-
pation and discussions of safety.  

For some community members, anxi-
ety over construction persists—though 
several said they see the recent accident 
as a minor blip. “I took them at their 
word it was a small accident that was im-
mediately cleaned up. Life went on,” Win 
Armstrong, a resident at 400, said.

But for Bunten, the recent accident 
merits immediate action. “We are not 

trouble makers—we are trying to solve 
a problem here,” he said.

Maggi Peyton, president of the Park 
West Village Tenants’ Association, said 
that it was a waste of their energies to de-
vote time to this issue, noting that there 
are several more pressing matters. “I just 
think that this was an accident—no mal-
feasance was done on anyone’s part,” she 
said. “We are beating a dead horse by 
worrying about this.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Revered professor dies of   
cancer on Sunday 

Local hospitals and care centers vary in quality 

Joey Shemuel / Senior staff photographer
health care | In the neighborhoods surrounding Columbia, there are a number 
of health care centers and hospitals with varying types and qualities of care.

Construction accidents make Park West Village residents uneasy 

kroeber from front page

fuck himself. His words.” 
Sproul also remembers his in-

credible tenderness in talking about 
his wife, a sculptor, who has also 
suffered with illness. “He loved his 
wife so much,” Sproul said. “She was 
sick back then, and when he talked 
about her he was always worried. I 
remember that. He once said, ap-
ropos of I don’t know what, ‘when 
you really love someone, you love 
them not in spite of their faults, 
but because of their faults. Because 
of them.’ And then something like 
‘you’ll see.’” 

But Kroeber was also a tough 
cookie. “Professor Kroeber was 
always very stubborn. I think I’ll 
spend the rest of my life trying to 
perfect my imitation of his ‘at all,’ 
as in ‘I don’t agree with that at all,’ 
which he said with great frequen-
cy,” Caitlin Campbell, CC ’07 said. 
“Professor Kroeber was so brilliant, 
had such high standards, and knew 

his own mind so well that he made 
you long to meet him at his level, 
which is part of what made him 
such a wonderful professor.”  

Jonathan Treitel, CC ’05, still 
listens to recordings he took of 
Kroeber’s lectures, and remembers 
him fondly as a professor who al-
lowed him, as a freshman, to take a 
seminar class. 

“He was all about taking chances 
on people,” Treitel said. “It would 
be hard to find a professor who has 
more interested in what students 
had to say. We were always going 
to his office hours and discussing 
the different pieces. He certainly 
always made you feel that you were 
incredibly valuable.” 

He added, “He meant a lot. He re-
ally did, and I think in certain ways 
it’s a very big loss not only for his 
family but for the entire Columbia 
community. They certainly lost a 
wonderful man.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

construction from front page

applications for government-spon-
sored health plans. Medicare patients 
can get affordable pharmaceuticals 
through the Pharmacy Assistance 
Program, and pregnant women who 
do not qualify for Medicaid can get 
prenatal care at the Prenatal Care 
Assistance Program.  

Local hospital scene

But while community-based clinics 
like the Ryan Center and Rangel Center 
are low-cost options for routine medical 
visits and non-emergencies, larger hos-
pitals have the benefits of emphasizing 
emergency room service and teaching 
components.

The Harlem Hospital Center on Lenox 
Avenue at West 135th Street—founded 
in 1887 and affiliated with Columbia’s 
College of Physicians and Surgeons since 
1962—is a Level 1 Trauma Center, mean-
ing it has a full spectrum of emergency 
medical services, from respiratory inten-
sive care units to cardiac care. The hos-
pital is also a teaching institution with a 
large residency program and is known 
for its sickle cell, tuberculosis, asthma, 
and burn units. One of only a few hos-
pitals with a specialty in plastic and re-
constructive surgery to treat scarring in 
African Americans, Harlem Hospital also 
launched its “Asthma Prevention Project” 
to serve the nearly 20 percent of Harlem 
residents with asthma—compared to a 4 
percent national asthma rate. 

The much larger St. Luke’s Hospital 
is also an academic affiliate of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
and is frequented by Columbia stu-
dents who need treatment beyond 
what Health Services can provide. Its 
emergency room boasts 40 physicians 
with 24-hour stroke and heart attack 
teams and specialized services for vic-
tims of sexual assault, and it offers a 
comprehensive list of clinical services, 
from HIV to urology. St. Luke’s is part 
of a five-hospital network, and part-
ners with Roosevelt Hospital on 10th 
Avenue and 59th Street. 

A little farther away is the hub of New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital, which serves 
not only its immediate Washington 
Heights community but also residents 
of all five New York City boroughs and 
beyond. Its constituent hospitals and fa-
cilities are affiliates of either Columbia’s 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
or Weill Cornell Medical College. The 
Columbia University Medical Center and 
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital—
both located near West 168th Street—and 
its Allen Hospital at Broadway and West 
220th Street, serve as both medical and 
research centers.  

Patients at New York-Presbyterian 
are responsible for all fees left over af-
ter insurance payments. But New York 
state residents may qualify for “charity 

care” for medically necessary proce-
dures, and patients with incomes less 
than four times the federal poverty 
level may qualify for discounted rates 
depending on income and family size. 

Disparities in service

But as Kaplan’s discontent with St. 
Luke’s demonstrated, disparities be-
tween these hospitals and clinics—both 
real and perceived—persist. 

A 2006 New York Magazine rank-
ing of city hospitals named New York-
Presbyterian the No. 1 overall hospital in 
the city: No. 1 for pediatrics, psychiatry, 
cardiac care, OB-GYN, and neurology/
neurosurgery, and No. 2 for emergency 
care, cancer, and digestive disorders. 
The hospital ranked No. 6 on U.S. News 
& World Report’s 2009 Honor Roll of 
hospitals nationwide. The Roosevelt 
Division of St. Luke’s made No. 10 on 
the list for neurology and neurosurgery, 
but paled in comparison to New York-
Presbyterian’s rankings. 

Local clinics like the Ryan Center 
are less apt comparisons, since they are 
health centers rather than hospitals and 
provide outpatient primary care rather 
than emergency, surgical, or inpatient 
treatment. They also cater to commu-
nities that might otherwise be unable 
to afford basic health care.  

Daniel Baxter, the chief medical di-
rector at the Ryan Center, said that the 
center has seen the number of uninsured 
patients double over the past year, large-
ly due to its low, sliding-scale fee.  

“The increasing burden of unin-
sured patients—that is really killing 
us,” Baxter said.  

Other clinics, like the Rangel Center, 
are components of larger health care 
systems—in this case, New York-
Presbyterian—which are widely per-
ceived as top-notch providers. All tend 
to deal not only with primary care, but 
also with issues that cross into the so-
cial services realm, such as HIV, de-
pression, and substance abuse. As such, 
they are not centers for medical teach-
ing, research, or specialty fields for 
which large hospitals are recognized, 
such as oncology or neurosurgery. 

Quality and closeness

The teaching component of larger 
hospitals can be a decisive factor in 
which provide the best care. While St. 
Luke’s is affiliated with the Columbia 
University Medical School, New York-
Presbyterian “is not only a teaching 
hospital, but also an academic medical 
center,” said Helen Morik, vice president 
for government and community affairs 
at New York-Presbyterian.  

As the result of a merger between 
what had been New York Hospital on 
the east side of New York City and 
Presbyterian Hospital in Washington 
Heights, as well as the affiliation 

between Columbia’s and Cornell’s re-
spective medical schools, New York-
Presbyterian is now one of the largest 
hospitals in the country. Its teaching 
and research components attract top 
doctors, and Morik said the system 
trains close to 20 percent of physi-
cians in the country. She added that 
New York-Presbyterian’s unique spe-
cializations, such as its transplant cen-
ter—ranked No. 1 in the country—and 
top cardiology unit, draw patients in-
ternationally, nationally, and from the 
immediate community. 

“The quality of our health care is very 
high because we are a teaching hospital 
and academic center,” Morik said. 

The allegedly lower quality of care 
at St. Luke’s could be a function of its 
smaller teaching component and the 
fact that the many of the best doctors 
and medical academics in the city flock 
to New York-Presbyterian. Though St. 
Luke’s boasts more beds and patients 
than Harlem Hospital Center, the lat-
ter offers more specialty medicine and 
research in asthma, sickle-cell disease, 
and other areas.  

But the quality of basic services 
may be lacking. Kaplan cited a long 
wait in the emergency room for his 
infected appendix, having chosen St. 
Luke’s after waking up in the middle 
of the night in pain and finding the 
Columbia Health Center unavailable. 
St. Luke’s officials declined to com-
ment for this story. 

It may be proximity rather than 
quality that drives the high volume of 
Columbia students to St. Luke’s during 
the academic year.  

When a student needs specialty 
care, “There is a general requirement 
obtained through one of the primary 
care providers,” and “the specialty 
care is largely covered by the insur-
ance plan,” said Samuel Seward, as-
sistant vice president of Columbia 
Health Services. These referrals are 
often to St. Luke’s, and in the case of 
an emergency—in which no referral 
is required to guarantee student in-
surance coverage—the fastest option 
is arguably the best. 

And not all students have been dissatis-
fied with the closest hospital to campus.  

“It isn’t the nicest-looking hospital, 
but in terms of patient care, I think it’s 
the best in the city,” said Liza Kostreva, 
BC ’12. She didn’t have high expecta-
tions for her ER visit earlier this fall, but 
“the nurses and doctors were wonderful. 
I didn’t have to wait, there was a good 
level of privacy, and after being treated 
I was released quickly.” 

When in doubt, the choice of health 
care might be easier, at least for students 
under 21.  

“Stay in pediatrics,” advised Kaplan, 
who spent his weekend of recovery in 
the children’s wing of St. Luke’s. “The 
care is better, and it’s more fun.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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By steven strauss
Spectator Staff Writer

Famous for Danny Tanner, infamous for “The 
Aristocrats,” Bob Saget refuses to conform to any 
comfortable label.

After years of playing Tanner—the father of fa-
thers for an entire generation of teeny-boppers—on 
the wildly successful “Full House,” Saget has recent-
ly achieved notoriety due to his beyond-raunchy 
stand-up act. On Nov. 11, Saget brings his “unique” 
brand of comedy to Columbia’s Miller Theater as a 
part of Bacchanal’s first event of the year.

Bacchanal is a student-run campus organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting Columbia spirit on 
campus. In an interview with co-presidents Jody 

Zellman, GS, and Alex Kirk, CC ’11, Zellman said, 
“The only goal of Bacchanal is to make campus 
more fun and enjoyable for students by 
putting on great events.” Though the or-
ganization’s main showcase every year is 
its weeklong party held in April—which 
last year culminated with a concert fea-
turing Vampire Weekend on the steps of 
Low—Bacchanal is trying to expand their 
influence by holding events year round, 
starting with Saget’s event. 

“It’s very exciting for us to have new pro-
gramming in the fall that students can really go 
to and take a break from midterms and actually 
enjoy themselves on campus,” Kirk said. Hoping 
to add to this enjoyment, sketch comedy troupe 

Chowdah will be opening for Saget. Alex Katz, GS 
‘11, a member of Chowdah, said, “It is pretty excit-

ing for the group to be opening for such a 
well-known name ... to be associated with 
a prolific actor and comedian.”

Prolific might actually be the only 
apt label for Saget. After countless years 

on as an actor on “Full House” and host 
for “America’s Funniest Home Videos”—

both G-rated at most—he has returned to 
his XXX-rated stand-up roots. In a rather 

shocking reversal, his onstage persona directly 
contradicts that of Danny Tanner. Danny is kind, 

lovable, and wholly charming, while Saget on stage 
is vile, despicable, and wholly filthy. At first under-
ground, this new side of Saget was unleashed upon 

the mainstream in “The Aristocrats,” a documentary 
comprised of the top comedians in the world telling 
their version of what is considered to be the dirtiest 
joke ever told. Proclaiming Saget’s version—which 
included an overdose of piss, tampons, blood, and 
a ridiculous amount of feces—to be the filthiest of 
them all would border on a blatant understatement. 
As Zellman noted, “‘Full House’ has changed.”

Such risqué humor may not seem like an ideal 
fit for one of the more PC-conscious schools in the 
nation, but Kirk is convinced “he will be A-OK and 
perfect for Bacchanal’s purpose.” Judging from the 
fact that the show sold out in less than a week (Saget 
will donate the proceeds to an as-of-yet unknown 
Columbia arts fund), it appears as if the Columbia 
student body wholeheartedly agrees.

Internet slang 
leaves writers lost 
in communication

In the Nov. 5 issue of 
“New York Times 
Sunday Book Review,” 

there is a fascinating 
essay about the impact 
of technology on the 
Japanese language. While 
we in the States bemoan 
the intrusion of Internet 
shorthand (“LOL,” 
“WTF,” “FML”) into the 
vernacular, the Japanese 
language, in some ways, 
faces extinction.

Today, Japanese people 
often resort to using English terms. The invention 
of phonetic typing programs, though certainly 
useful, has debilitated people to the extent that 
many can no longer write characters by hand. The 
rise of keitai shosetsu—cell phone novels—poses 
a threat to Japanese syntax. People are becoming 
more and more habituated to reading condensed 
sentences that fit on a cell phone screen, instead of 
the sweeping and digressive sentences characteristic 
of Japanese. 

What I found most striking about the essay was 
technology’s effect on the way we process the world. 
I am sure that the preference for short bite-sized 
information is not limited to the Japanese. Case in 
point: blogs versus long-form journalism. Also, the 
fact that almost everyone I know uses Twitter. I fear 
a future when people think in 140 characters. I once 
tried to justify Twitter to myself with the suggestion 
that tweets are akin to the stream of consciousness 
narration of James Joyce or Virginia Woolf, but 
even they were not kept to a 140-character limit.

Earlier this year, I attended a talk with Philip 
Gourevitch, the now departing editor in chief of 
The Paris Review, in which he discussed society’s 
entrance into a new epistolary age of e-mail. For 
Gourevitch, e-mail has turned people’s brains into 
Swiss cheese, with each red Google Notifier alert 
boring another hole. My ability to concentrate has 
certainly suffered due to the Internet. I will check 
“Arts & Letters Daily” multiple times in one day 
even though the site is only updated, well, daily. 

I have made concerted efforts to curb my 
Internet (ab)use. When I recounted my unsuccess-
ful experiences with LeechBlock—an application 
that allows you to impose time limits for specified 
Web sites—and Freedom—another application that 
shuts down your wireless for a set amount of time—
my friend rolled his eyes and asked, “Why don’t you 
just download some self control?” My immediate 
response—“Where can I find ‘self control?’—was 
a wake-up call. The solution was not more tech-
nology but a return to good ol’ self-control. Sure, I 
still frequently Gchat, but I have pared my Google 
Reader down to the bare necessities. 

In addition to changing our mental operations, 
technology has also transformed human relation-
ships. A recent David Brooks column in the New 
York Times details how cell phones, and texting in 
particular, have destroyed the romance in court-
ship. Given the ease of sexting multiple potential 
lovers in the span of 10 minutes, Brooks’ charac-
terization of the modern bachelor, or bachelorette, 
as a “comparison shopper” is rather apt. Once 
upon a time, Petrarch wrote love sonnets for Laura, 
even though he knew she would never leave her 
husband. Today, people send out late night mass 
texts—e.g., “What r u up to right now?”—and bite 
at the first response. 

Amidst this hubbub over how technology has 
ruined our lives and relationships, there are always 
counterexamples. A friend of mine is currently 
involved in what I dubbed an e-epistolary romance 
in the vein of 18th-century epistolary novels. My 
friend and her dreamboat exchanged 173 e-mails 
over a five day period and have now moved for-
ward to Gchatting for hours. Without the imme-
diacy of e-mail and Gchat, I doubt the friendship 
would have bloomed so easily. True, their e-mails 
seem crude compared to John Keats’ effusive letters 
to Fanny Brawne, but the sentiment is the same.

Coincidentally, I am currently reading Samuel 
Richardson’s massive epistolary tome, “Clarissa,” 
for a seminar of the same name. I can’t help but 
feel myself to be the Anna Howe to her Clarissa 
Harlowe, with the charming gentleman caller in the 
role of Mr. Lovelace. Hopefully their ending will be 
closer to the happy resolution some of Richardson’s 
fans clamored for than the terrible events that un-
fold in the book, and perhaps this correspondence 
will satisfy Terry Eagleton’s wish that “a modern 
Clarissa would not need to die.”

Lucy Tang is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in English. Sentimental Education runs 

alternating Wednesdays. 
ae@columbiaspectator.com
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Bacchanal expects ‘Full House’ at Miller for Bob Saget comedy

Harlem’s ‘Dance Theatre’ director instructs Columbia ballerinas
By Amy Stringer

Columbia Daily Spectator

“Make me look at you!”, Arthur Mitchell said 
to the seven dancers lining the stage. “People 
have paid money to come to the theater to see 
a performance; they are not interested in your 
personal life, if you’re nice, you’re bad, if you have 
a toothache … that’s someplace else, but you are 
working to be performers.”

Mitchell, the founder and artistic director of 
The Dance Theatre of Harlem, held a master class 
and conversation in Miller Theater on Tuesday 
for six dancers from Columbia University and a 
former principal dancer for Dance Theatre. 

As he moved from barre work to center work, 
Mitchell would pause between exercises to reflect 
on the foundation of the Dance Theatre and his 
experiences with dance, as well as to comment 
on the movements of the dancers, the majority 
of whom had neither rehearsed the exercises nor 
seen Mitchell before the presentation.

Mitchell began his dance training at age 18, 
and in 1955 became the first African-American 
male to become a permanent member of a major 
ballet company when he joined the New York City 
Ballet. During his 15-year career, Mitchell rose 
quickly through the ranks of the company to be-
come a principal dancer, perhaps best known for 
his roles in the pas de deux of “Agon” and as Puck 
in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” a part created 
specifically for him by George Balanchine. 

Mitchell was first inspired to give children liv-
ing in Harlem the opportunity to study dance 
after the death of Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. 
That summer he began holding classes in a re-
modeled garage, and by 1969 Mitchell had found-
ed The Dance Theatre of Harlem. 

“There was a fallacy that black people could 
not do classical ballet,” Mitchell said. “And people 

kept saying to me, you’re an exception, and I said 
no, I had the opportunity. And so I decided that I 
was going to go back to Harlem and provide the 
opportunity for young people who wanted to do 
classical ballet.”

After founding the company, Mitchell reflected 
on the specific dynamic he wanted from this com-
pany in Harlem. 

“Mr. Balanchine would say, ‘When I visited 
another country I would choreograph in a to-
tally different way,’” Mitchell said. “And so that 
[energy] is what I tried to incorporate … how to 
use that, but given a dynamic that looked unique 
when danced how Harlem danced it. And that’s 
why you will see the same ballet danced by other 
companies—the steps are the same, but the en-
ergy and the attack is not there that you see when 
you saw dancers of Harlem dance it.”

As the Theatre expanded into a professional 
dance company and a multicultural institution, 
it continued to help support and sustain Harlem’s 
heritage, and to foster new opportunities for cul-
tural expansion. Mitchell reflected on how the 
Theatre helped revolutionize the world of classical 
ballet for African-American dancers. 

“We were following tradition and using pink 
tights and pink toe shoes, but it looked very 
strange,” Mitchell said. “So we then started dying 
the tights the color of the skin color of the dancer, 
so the line follows the body. We broke 300 years 
of tradition by changing something that everyone 
automatically did. Dance Theatre started that.” 

theater

Dance books
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on pointe |  Famed dancer and Dance Theatre of Harlem artistic director Arthur Mitchell lends his expertise in a master class for student ballet dancers. 

By kat balkoski
Columbia Daily Spectator

“It is my profound belief that an exhibition in 
an educational institution should do more than 
please the eye and present ‘originals,’” said Ioannis 
Mylonopoulos, a professor in the Department of 
Art History and Archaeology and curator of “The 
New Acropolis Museum,” on view at the Miriam 
& Ira D. Wallach Art Gallery. 

The exhibit contains little in the way of what 
would traditionally be considered “fine art”—
instead, it incorporates architectural models, 
casts of classical Greek pottery and sculpture, 
and rare books and prints from Columbia’s Avery 
Architectural and Fine Arts Library. This selection 
of media gives the impression that the exhibit is 
more focused on the work that goes into the cre-
ation of art spaces and art appreciation than on 
art itself. 

The exhibit is largely dedicated to the archi-
tectural design of the new Acropolis Museum in 
Athens, which opened its doors to the public this 
past June. It is designed by Bernard Tschumi, a 
faculty member at Columbia’s Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning, and Preservation. Tschumi 
served as dean from 1988 to 2003, helping to 

transform the School of Architecture into the home 
of one of the world’s most prestigious programs.

Tschumi is also an internationally acclaimed ar-
chitect, having designed numerous large-scale proj-
ects, ranging from the Parc de la Villette in Paris to 
Columbia’s own Alfred Lerner Hall. His design for 
the Acropolis Museum is based around three con-
cepts: light, movement, and program (the edifice’s 
purpose as an exhibit space). Tschumi created a 
tri-level building, with a middle trapezoidal section 
jutting out at a dynamic angle and a rectangular 
glass box enveloping the top level. On view in the 
Wallach Gallery are several models of the Acropolis 
Museum, reproductions of Tschumi’s drawings, and 
photographs of the interior of the museum.

The exhibit also showcases various casts of ob-
jects from the Acropolis Museum’s collection, in-
cluding some archaic sculptures and reliefs from the 
Parthenon friezes. These casts cannot live up to the 
beauty of the originals, but they still offer viewers 
the opportunity to experience these works in a more 
engaging way than a simple photograph would. 

“In our exhibition, the visitor can experience 
ancient Greek art like in antiquity,” Mylonopoulos 
said. “For this kind of experience, however, the 
question of whether these are originals or casts 
becomes irrelevant.” 

The use of reproductions still raises interest-
ing questions about what is “real” and what is 
“fake” in the art world. For example, one of the 
pieces on display in the exhibit is a cast of a cast. 
The upper part of the frieze is presented in cast 
form at the Acropolis Museum—the original is 
located in the British Museum—so visitors to the 
Wallach Gallery are looking at the reproduction 
of a reproduction. 

Reproductions have long played an important 
role in the study of Greek art. “We study today fifth-
century Greek sculpture based mainly on Roman 
copies and not on originals,” Mylonopoulos said. 

The Gallery has an unfortunately limited cam-
pus presence. Its Web site has not been updated 
since last spring, and it does little on-campus ad-
vertising other than a large but otherwise unre-
markable banner outside of Schermerhorn. Still, 
“The New Acropolis Museum” is worth seeing. 

Although there are no objects of real val-
ue in the exhibit, the pieces presented are still 
both beautiful and useful educational tools. 
Mylonopoulos’ choice of media and use of casts 
also encourages students to question their as-
sumptions about what deserves a place in an ex-
hibit and what is considered worthy of the elusive 
title of “art.” 

New museum in Athens inspires exhibit at Wallach Gallery
Art
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by John David Fernández 

As usual, the arena of American political 
discourse has sparked emotions and fury over 
same-sex marriage on each side of the aisle. Just 
when live-and-let-live, quasi-libertarian New 
England seemed to be completing its cam-
paign to legalize same-sex marriage, this past 
Election Day, the state of Maine repealed a law 
that granted same-sex couples the right to be 
married. Many members of the Columbia com-
munity, especially on this campus where the 
moral framework is one of tolerance, are dis-
appointed. The debate over same-sex marriage 
usually ranges as follows: Members of the far 
political left, some Democrats, and the LGBTQ 
community push for same-sex marriage rights 
equal to those of heterosexual couples, whereas 
social conservatives see this as government re-
defining the lines of what marriage is in accor-
dance with its own moral ideals and religious 
customs. Who’s right? In essence they both are, 
since at the core, both sides are arguing for a 
legitimate moral cause that has been entirely 
politicized, a debate where one opinion prevails 
and thus delegitimizes the other.

Libertarians offer an unconventional per-
spective on this issue that is often drowned 
out of the political sphere. Both sides have 
been poisoned by the toxicity of Statism. We 
witness this all the time with a plethora of 
issues that are the result of needless govern-
ment meddling in the lives of civil society. 

The great classic liberal political philosopher 
Ludwig von Mises once wrote that a govern-
ment policy often requires two additional 
policies to remedy the unintended conse-
quences that are set off by the first policy, and 
this in turn creates a self-sustaining chain of 
government intrusions. Libertarianism is an 
ethical philosophy that provides ample clar-
ity for tricky issues by providing the rational 
antidote in a maelstrom of turmoil. It does 
so by elucidating the muddled fact that the 
problem here is not same-sex couples or the 
orthodox defense of marriage, but in fact, it 
is none other than the State itself. It is the 
State that gets involved in the private affairs 
of individuals, that aggresses and blatantly 
violates the natural rights of individuals, and 
furthermore, fosters an environment of social 
tension between people of different views. It is 
pure irony that baffles me as to why same-sex 
couples seek the aid and approval of the very 
same entity that has been cruel and merciless 
to them throughout history!

Libertarians make it clear that is not the 
actions of people that restrict same-sex mar-
riage, but rather the one-size-fits-all edicts of 
the State. It is not conservative, traditional, 
orthodox crusaders of a thousand religious 
denominations that deny access to same-sex 
couples. It is the State that provides a means 
of enabling the many orthodox crusaders of 
heterosexual marriage to outlaw same-sex 
marriages. The direct ballot referendum in 
Maine is just one example of such a means to 
an end. If two homosexual individuals want 
to enter into a voluntary association and, by 

extension, divide and share their assets such 
as houses, cars, pets, and stock portfolios, 
they have the natural right to do so, just as 
two heterosexual individuals do. In a totally 
voluntary society, you would have individuals 
entering into these voluntary arrangements, 
and no one would be able to stop two homo-
sexuals from doing so. Sure, there might be 
social unrest on behalf of traditional members 
of religious denominations, but in a free soci-
ety, especially in one with a variety of cultural 
values, everyone is necessarily free to disagree 
and debate and protest, as long as it is done 
in a civil, peaceful manner. This is one of the 
intrinsic properties of free society: individuals 
are left to pursue their own ends, as long as 
they do not violate or aggress against the life, 
liberty, or property of any other individual. 
For practical reasons, if the government has 
to grant special privileges to opposite-sex 
marriages, these too should be extended to 
same-sex marriages. Case closed.

At its core, the real issue is not entering 
into the political arena to debate same-sex 
marriage or the orthodox defense of marriage, 
but rather solidifying a principled defense of 
preserving the natural rights of free people 
with a universal libertarian ethic against the 
coercive intrusions of the parasitic tentacles 
of that beasty Leviathan called the State. 

 
The author is a Columbia College sophomore. 

He is the vice president of Columbia University 
Libertarians and writes for Mises Daily, the 
online publication journal of the Ludwig von 
Mises Institute. 

State of the Arts 
Initiative

As students have come to 
learn in recent days, the 
Columbia University 

Arts Initiative, a campus organi-
zation that coordinates and in-
tegrates arts-related activities on 
and off campus, was placed under 
the direction of the School of the 
Arts last Sunday, igniting debate 
over who should run the orga-
nization. Administrators main-
tain that the change, which has 
the Arts Initiative report to the 
graduate school instead of to the 
office of University President Lee 
Bollinger, has no practical impact 
on its everyday operations. Some 
students, however, accuse the 
University of disingenuity, claim-
ing that the move may threaten 
the day-to-day functions of a vital 
campus organization. Regardless 
of the merits of either side’s argu-
ments, all involved parties should 
ensure that the Arts Initiative does 
not falter in fulfilling its role as an 
arts hub on campus.

University administrators, 
according to a Nov. 5 Spectator 
news article, expressed surprise 
over the campus’s reaction to 
the move. They stress that they 
did not more actively announce 
or publicize the change because 
it is no more than a logistical re-
organization. Still, in response, 
many campus leaders banded 
together to express that they 
felt the adjustment undermined 
the work of the Arts Initiative. 
Advocates of the Arts Initiative, 

a group of students who came 
together to protest the action, 
currently has 395 Facebook 
fans. They have expressed, 
among other concerns, doubt 
over whether the School of the 
Arts will, despite being a gradu-
ate school, maintain the organi-
zation’s undergraduate focus.

Rather than dwell on the dis-
agreement that has arisen, both 
sides must now seek to move for-
ward to uphold the mission and 
safeguard the interests of the Arts 
Initiative. Students should join 
up with School of the Arts ad-
ministrators to brainstorm ways 
to create more academic forums 
for undergraduates interested in 
the arts. The fact that a rupture 
formed between students and 
administrators re-emphasizes a 
perennial concern at Columbia: 
Communication is often inad-
equate between different mem-
bers of the University commu-
nity. It is the responsibility of the 
administration to keep students 
informed of changes and of stu-
dents to engage the administra-
tion in constructive and respectful 
dialogue. The editorial board ex-
presses its hope that the organizers 
of the Arts Initiative and its new 
School of the Arts overseers will 
sustain the important strides the 
Arts Initiative has already made 
on this campus and work together 
to expand arts opportunities for 
Columbia undergraduates both in 
and out of the classroom.

Staff Editorial

A few weeks 
ago, one of 
my pro-

fessors made the 
seemingly off-hand 
suggestion that 
members of our 
class visit an ex-
hibit at the Met on 
Japanese samurai 
art. He later re-
ceived a complaint 
from at least one of 
the students in the 

class who claimed that his recommendation 
was not “politically correct” as it ignored 
the sensitivity of the Chinese to the samurai 
element of Japanese culture. This incident, 
which many may brush off as trivial, is a 
symptom of a much larger problem beset-
ting American universities—that of politi-
cal correctness. In our attempts to make ev-
eryone feel “comfortable” and “safe” we risk 
sacrificing the credibility and quality of our 
intellectual discourse by substituting logic 
for emotion, and reason for ignorance.

The main problem with political correct-
ness is that the concept itself is both irrational 
and diametrically opposed to the Western 
notion of free speech. To understand why this 
is the case, we need to first think about how 
something is labeled “politically correct” as 
opposed to being called offensive. Since people 
do not share all of the same views, it is impos-
sible to obtain a definitive answer as to what 
constitutes political correctness. Rather, the 
designation is a subjective one, governed by 
individual opinions (which in turn are deter-
mined by emotion), not solid fact. Given that 
political correctness is by definition a restric-
tive concept—it attempts to prevent us from 
voicing certain words or opinions—we need to 

consider whether it is wise to sacrifice our free-
dom of speech upon an altar of subjectivity.

Restricting our speech to placate the 
emotional sensitivities of others is not only 
foolish—it is downright dangerous. There are 
too many people in the world who lack the 
emotional maturity and/or the intellectual 
capacity to hear a differing political opinion 
without taking it as a personal insult. If we are 
to adhere to the tenets of political correctness—
i.e. that communication can only occur as long 
as everyone is “comfortable”—then we risk 
stifling legitimate free speech.

For instance, I believe that a benefit of il-
legal immigration is that it provides the United 
States with a pool of cheap labor. To some, this 
opinion may be insensitive. I may be castigated 
for being politically incorrect, but that doesn’t 
change the fact that I make a legitimate eco-
nomic point that should be a part of the debate 
on immigration policy. However, since political 
correctness places feelings above facts, it is 
easy for controversial, yet valid, opinions to be 
instantly dismissed as racist, sexist, or discrimi-
natory. Ironically, political correctness is only 
able to make certain people comfortable by 
instilling a culture of fear in everyone else, since 
no one wants to risk being labeled a bigot.

Unfortunately, the insidious nature of 
political correctness goes far beyond stifling 
legitimate opinions in the interests of coddling 
certain groups of people—it can also be used 
as a means of furthering one political opinion 
at the expense of another. What is and isn’t 
deemed to be politically correct is a pure func-
tion of one’s opinions—and with many opin-
ions, there are corresponding agendas. When 
used effectively, political correctness becomes a 
weapon to silence opposition in the interests of 
achieving intellectual and political orthodoxy. 
For example, we all remember when Harvard’s 
former president, Larry Summers, was 

proverbially crucified for hypothesizing that 
male and female populations may have differ-
ent levels of variance in their IQ distributions. 
To many (including the majority of Harvard 
students) this seemed like a reasonably banal 
point, but to the left-wing Harvard faculty, 
Summers’ conjecture that gender disparity may 
be caused by something other than discrimi-
nation by the white male hetero-patriarchy 
amounted to nothing other than heresy. As a 
result, Summers was forced to resign, and the 
left succeeded in both removing someone they 
despised even before the controversy, as well as 
sending a chilling message to anyone else who 
dared to express an opinion contrary to their 
own beliefs and agendas.

Ultimately, the only way we are going be 
able to get past this notion of political correct-
ness is if we collectively and individually de-
velop thicker skins. At a school like Columbia, 
it should be considered a sign of intellectual 
disgrace if you cannot formulate a reasoned 
argument to defend your point of view and 
are instead forced to use labels like “racist” or 
“offensive” when someone says something that 
you find distasteful. Freedom of speech is a 
finely reasoned concept that provides a forum 
for vigorous discussion and debate. Political 
correctness threatens that freedom and asks us 
to sacrifice our intellectual well-being for the 
benefit of a few people who can’t handle what 
we have to say. If we want to continue to live in 
a free society and enjoy the benefits of its free-
dom, we must eschew political correctness and 
the intellectual weakness it represents.

Jon Hollander is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in economics. He is the 

director of intergroup affairs for the College 
Republicans. Reasonably Right runs

alternate Wednesdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 
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Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from 
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should 
be between 700 and 900 words and express an 
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes 
or unfairly label groups or individuals. All 
writers meet with an associate editor to edit 
their submission before publication. Submis-
sions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspec-
tator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office 
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.
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by Ted Nigro

It is not always easy to be a twenty-nine-
year-old undergraduate. Most of my friends 
finished college a long time ago, and they 
are doing things like 
getting married, buy-
ing houses, and mak-
ing money. For them, 
the days of studying all 
night for exams end-
ed long ago, and most 
of them will probably 
never read Chaucer or 
Foucault for pleasure.

There are times when I feel a little out 
of place with even my closest friends, as 
if I am somehow lagging behind in the 
foot race that is life. Of course, it helps to 
have Ivy League credentials—it is always 
satisfying to know that I am a Columbia 
student. If I have learned anything at all 
in my time here, it is that this educa-
tion is worth its weight in social capi-
tal. Although this is deeply satisfying, 
out in the “real world” I often feel as if 

the non-traditional path that led me to 
Columbia’s School of General Studies 
took me on an inconvenient detour.

Of course, being a little behind isn’t all 
bad—if I stayed on the traditional path to 
higher education, I probably never would have 
met Kelli. She is the love of my life, and the 
single reason that I decided to finish school. 
Living in Fairfield County, Connecticut is 
next to impossible when you make $12 per 
hour, and without a degree, I would prob-
ably have spent the rest of my life trying to 
figure out how to make it happen. I knew if 
I was going to be any good for her, I needed 
to do something that would make our lives 
easier. You see, I watched my parents strug-
gle, I watched them fight about money, and I 
watched them split up because of it. They are 
good people, but I never want to face the same 
hardships that they faced. Kelli is too special 
and she deserves a better life than that.

It is not always easy to sustain a healthy 
relationship while keeping up with a hectic 
class schedule. I used to come home to her 
every day after work, but now we only see 
each other on weekends. During the semes-
ter, it seems like I never have enough time 
to spend with her. I feel like I am always 
leaving her at home so that I can get back to 
the paper that I’m writing or the book that 
I’m reading. It feels unfair, even though we 
both know that it’s for the best. Most of all, 
I know she understands.

One thing I’ve learned since coming to 
Columbia is that relationships—

real ones—take work. It isn’t al-
ways fun and games. Kelli and 

I often find ourselves 
talking our way through 
anger and frustration, 

but we are always able to get through these 
emotions with a deeper appreciation for 
each other. Really, support and understand-
ing is the heart and soul of our relationship. 
Even though we don’t see each other as of-
ten as we used to, I know that she believes 
in what I am trying to accomplish here at 
Columbia. She knows it’s for us, and I know 
that I couldn’t do it without her support. 
That is the essence of this experience—it is 
richer and much more satisfying because 
she is a part of it.

My first attempt at college was unsuc-
cessful because my only reason for being 
there was to earn my diploma so that I could 
get a job. This is not to say that I don’t hope 
to leave Columbia with job prospects—after 
all, I’ve been broke enough to know that 
money is a nice thing to have. But this isn’t 
the only reason I am here. My present expe-
rience is far better because each night when 
I get home, before I practice my Chinese 
characters or read Hegel for my philosophy 
class, I talk to Kelli on the phone. Her voice 
reminds me why I get up in the morning, 
why I work hard in my classes, and why I 
have invested so much money in this edu-
cation. We may have to wait a little longer 
than our friends to get married or to buy a 
house, but that’s okay. After all, life isn’t a 
competition. Simply knowing that I will al-
ways have Kelli in my life is what has made 
all the difference.

The author is a student in the School of 
General Studies. He is a Spectator editorial 
board member.
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berkshire ski rental 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, kitchen, large 
dining room, living room w/brick fire-
place, 2 baths in Egremont, 5 miles 
south of Great Barrington, Catamount 
and Butternut ski resort. Must rent for 
season. $1200/mo + utils. Pix avail. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

hudson river sailing parties 
Network, socialize or crew this Fall 
aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re a group 
of Columbia students who volunteer 
crew, with space for 25 per trip, and 
always need more revelers. Leaves 
from 79th St. No exp necessary. E-
mail to join our exclusive free day trips: 
gfh2104@columbia.edu. For informa-
tion about our sailing trips, please visit 
www.gothamyacht.com
get rid of youR accent...now!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

RETIRED UWS’er developing novel 
online business. I will do all the mar-
keting, PR, product handling. Seeks 
student partner for all web-related as-
pects. mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com
Elderly gentleman SEEKS stu-
dent, male or female, for small projects 
and tasks. $13/hour, 2 hours a day, 
twice a week. Call (212) 472-1791.
seeking english major grad stu-
dent with thorough knowledge of Eliza-
bethan literature to compile a list of 
computer sites (journals, links, etc) to 
call attention to manuscript available 
on the internet. Fee by mutual agree-
ment. (212) 787-0640.
CANEPAREALTY.COM is looking for 
highly motivated sales people to earn 
a great commission for themselves 
and have fun doing it. Real Estate li-
cense required. CanepaRealty.com; 
(718) 429-2838 or (347) 351-9834.  

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org
experienced psychotherapist 
w/extensive background treating stu-
dents. UWS office. Consultations not 
billed. Call (212) 875-1867. Website: 
adamjacobson.org. Adam Jacobson, 
LCSW, MSOD.

take advantage of the Tax Cred-
it! Price drop! Renov 3 BR, ask only 
$340K, at 930 St Nicholas Ave. Easy 
commute to CU. New kitch, gorgeous 
hardwood floors, great space. High 
ceilings windowed kitchen and bath. 
Elevator/ laundry bldg. Great for in-
vestors. Maint only $673. Call Chris-
tine Kazanecki - Prudential Douglas 
Elliman (646) 505-5679.

NO FEE—3 room apt facing Cen-
tral Park on 110 St betw Lenox & 5th 
Aves. Ideal to share for 3 individuals. 
Newly renov apt w/dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, in-house laundry, elec-
tronic main door key, security cameras. 
Ready to move in. Owner managing 
for last 25 years. Call (845) 353-2745 
or e-mail gopimenon@optonline.net. 
Ask $2450.

WEA/71 ST—APT FOR RENT 
Beautiful pre-war, co-op, doorman elev 
bldg. Basement/laundry, hardwood flrs, 
3 windows, A/C, recently renov kitch, 
full bath. $1600/mo, electricity incl. No 
fee, directly from owner. Long-term only. 
(212) 662-7030, (646) 761-1517.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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beat out incumbent Nick Standish in 
a wrestle-off to earn the starting spot 
in the 149-pound weight class. “It’s 
close,” Buckley said, “but right now 
Santos has the edge. I think you’re go-
ing to be hearing a lot about him, not 
just this year but in the years to come.” 
Santos’ illustrious high school career 
was highlighted by a sixth-place finish 
at the Junior National Tournament last 
summer, which, according to Buckley, 
is the most competitive youth tourna-
ment in the country. 

The Lions also carry high expec-
tations for junior Eren Civan (in 
the 165-pound weight class) and 

sophomore Andrew Grabfelder (133 
pounds). Buckley is hoping for a break-
out year from Grabfelder. “We’re really 
going to be relying on him to compete 
for us,” he said. “He’s got a ton of tal-
ent. He’s very, very tough and he’s really 
good from the top position.”

Civan is also poised for a strong sea-
son. “We’re excited for him,” Buckley 
said. “He has a lot of skill, and now 
he has the confidence he hasn’t had 
in the past.”

The incoming class was not sitting 
idle leading up to the school year. “All of 
the freshman competed throughout the 
summer time, and the returners stayed 
here over the summer and came back in 
better shape,” Buckley said. “We didn’t 

have to spend too much time building a 
base. We hit the ground running.” 

The Columbia wrestling team enters 
its season brimming with optimism. It 
will face some of the best competition 
the NCAA has to offer, including na-
tional heavyweights Ohio State and Ivy 
League rival Cornell.

“We have two months of prac-
tice before our first competition,” 
Buckley said. “We’re definitely eager 
for payday.” 

The Lions open their campaign 
in Binghamton, N.Y. at the Bearcat 
Invitational this Sunday. After the sea-
son opener, the Light Blue will com-
pete in the Body Bar Invitational the 
following weekend in Ithaca, N.Y.

Lions welcome highly touted freshmen class

Intercepting passes is nothing new for 
Morine in particular, and a Morine pick 
generally leads to points on the board 
for Columbia. The senior notched inter-
ceptions against Fordham and Princeton 
earlier in 2009 and returned both of them 
for touchdowns. His three interceptions 
this season put him in a second-place tie 
for most in the Ivy League. He may not 
be the biggest guy on the field, but head 
coach Norries Wilson lauded his effort 
after the Light Blue’s 23-22 loss to Yale.

“Jared Morine’s been here four years 
and every time we put him out there 
we’re scared,” Wilson said. “Jared just 
goes out there and plays as hard as his 
5’8” body can play.”

Morand has been taking most of the snaps 
at the other corner spot for the past two weeks. 
Against Harvard he proved that he’s not only a 
solid defensive back, but that he can also help 
make tackles. Morand recorded his second 
interception of the season when he cut off a 
post pattern in the second quarter and added 
seven tackles against the Crimson.

At times, either Morand or Morine 
need to come off the field to take a 
rest, and recently senior safety Andy 
Shalbrack has dutifully filled in as cor-
nerback occasionally. The senior has 
looked solid in coverage while remain-
ing an important run-stopper, which is 
a major boost for the Light Blue. With 
Shalbrack playing cornerback, sopho-
more Evan Schuster has seen additional 
time at safety. The sophomore had a 
breakout game against Yale, recording 
six tackles and forcing a fumble that led 
directly to the Lions’ first touchdown.

Obviously the Lions would love to 
get Otis and Huggins back as soon as 
possible, but while both those players 
remain off the field, the team can rest 
assured that there are capable players to 
fill their spots. Morand, Schuster, and 
Huggins—along with Kurt Williams, 
who was called up from the JV squad 
the week before the Yale game and saw 
some time at cornerback against the 
Bulldogs—are all sophomores, bod-
ing well for depth in the secondary for 
years to come.

Morand, Morine step in for 
injured starters Huggins, Otis

Football from back page

Wrestling from back page

round with Army. Other team stand-
outs included Kai Golden who scored 
six goals, Abiel Garcia, and star goalie 
Alexandre Wright.

With the first-place finish, Columbia 
advances to the National Collegiate 

Club Championship tournament at the 
University of Florida on Nov. 13-15. But 
the Lions know they have their work cut 
out for them to succeed at nationals.

“Our main preparation for nation-
als is to build up endurance,” Kirel 
said. “The games will be played in a 
30-meter pool instead of a 25-yard 

pool and the level at nationals will be 
really competitive.” 

Columbia will have to be aggres-
sive from the get-go in this tournament 
since the team will be facing Florida 
International University, which ranks 
fourth nationwide amongst collegiate 
polo clubs. 

Light Blue cruise to first-place finish
water Polo from back page
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Sports The men’s and women’s 
swim teams prepare to kick 
off their 2009 campaigns on 
Friday, Nov. 13 against Penn 

and Yale, respectively.

tomorrow

The women’s soccer team 
concluded its season with a 1-2 
overtime loss to Harvard. The 

Lions finished fifth in the 
division with a 3-3-1 record.

Tomorrow

The last 
time I 
went to 

Cornell was in 
the middle of 
blizzard. My fel-
low beat writer 
Matt Velazquez 
and staff pho-
tographer Lisa 
Lewis, who were 
also in the car, 
will say that it 
was in no way a 
blizzard. But I tell 

you, those flakes were huge and falling 
fast as we made our way to Ithaca, N.Y.

Former Spec Sports writer Taylor 
Harwin was driving, the heat was blast-
ing, and we were all up way too early 
trying to make the 12:30 p.m. kickoff. 
We had a five-hour drive ahead of us and 
Taylor, truth be told, had stayed up a little 
too late the night before. He outlawed 
sleeping so we tried to come up with a 
game to keep us all awake.

The result? The noun game. It’s fairly 
straightforward. One person thinks of a 
noun, any noun, and the other partici-
pants guess what that noun could be. The 
person who gets closest wins and gets to 
choose the next noun. It’s like Apples to 
Apples but without cards.

Road trips are always a careful bal-
ance between the three of us who now 
go—Matt, Lisa and I. And we’ve devel-
oped our number one rule: always ac-
count for food.

We are usually running a little late 
if it’s an away game. If there are driving 
directions involved there’s always debate 
over what the directions are saying. We 
get lost at least once—exception being 
Dartmouth this year, props to Matt—and 
by the time we walk up to the press box 
we’re all feeling a little frustrated.

We made a pit stop two years ago on 
our way to see the Light Blue/Big Red 
showdown at a local Denny’s somewhere 
between New York and Ithaca. It’s a re-
quirement of all Spectator road trips—at 
least those football related—that pancakes 
or donuts must be had sometime on the 
trip. It’s an unspoken rule, but we all get 
rather cranky if we don’t have what we 
label our “dank pancake” fix. Dunkin will 
do in a bind, but we love us some pan-
cakes. And if we’re not eating pancakes, 
we’re talking about eating pancakes.

When we went to Princeton this year 
we walked down the main street to try and 
find someplace for dinner before our train 
back. Matt originally wanted to find a sand-
wich place Taylor had recommended, but 
caved when Lisa and I refused to go a step 
beyond Pj’s Pancake House.

We were running late for our train by the 
time the pancakes got there, so we made an-
other rule: first one to talk pays. We conduct-
ed the entire meal in silence with limited sign 
language. Six minutes later my short stack of 
pancakes was gone, Matt’s five pancakes had 
disappeared, and Lisa was finishing up her 
last bites. Those were some dank pancakes.

If there’s one thing I’ve learned after 
traveling to football games for the past three 
years, it’s not to underestimate the neces-
sity of food. Whether it’s a pancake stop or 
donuts before the trip begins, one thing is 
certain: you cannot rely on press box food.

Sometimes, you get lucky and the food 
is great. For example, last season against 
Towson we got a pregame sample of beef 
and chicken fajitas followed by hot dogs and 
hamburgers after half time. You can always 
count on Lafayette to have good food, too.

Usually, it’s all about timing. Like 
Fordham this year, when Matt and I saw 
their athletic staff bring up the leftover 
Applebee’s chicken fingers in the second 
quarter. That’s the gold standard. It’s all 
about recognizing opportunity. Lafayette 
this year was running behind on their Papa 
John’s delivery and once it got there you can 
bet that we each took three pieces to start. 
Journalists are notorious for snatching free 
food. It’s kill or be killed out there.

But all too often there are the horror 
stories. We arrived fifteen minutes before 
kickoff against Harvard last year and dis-
covered a shortage of food. It was a sad 
athletics employee who had to tell Matt 
and me that no, they don’t plan on bring-
ing anything else out, and yes, you’re 
stuck for the next five hours until you get 
back to South Station. There were some 
cranky Spectator writers on that trip, let 
me tell you.

On that last drive to Ithaca we arrived 
a little late. We got in the elevator right at 
kickoff, hearing the loud speaker announc-
ing: “Jon Rocholl to kick for Columbia.” By 
the time we got to the press box 20 seconds 
later, it was 7-0 Cornell. 

I’m hoping that this trip will have a bet-
ter outcome for the Lions, but either way 
I’m looking forward to those pancakes.

Holly MacDonald is a Barnard College 
senior majoring in history and English. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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m a c d o n a l d

The quest for 
the dankest 

pancakes
By Michael Shapiro

Spectator Staff Writer

With over 40 different club sports, 
Columbia has always been rightfully 
proud of those teams’ competive-
ness and enthusiasm. Most recent-
ly, the Columbia Men’s Water Polo 
Club participated in the New York 
Division Championship on Oct. 31 
and Nov. 1. Facing eight other com-
petitive teams in the tournament, the 
Lions battled through fierce adversity 
and clinched first place for the sec-
ond consecutive year. 

Columbia entered the competition 
seeded first. To seize the champion-
ship, the Lions had to survive three in-
tense rounds of matches. After a bye in 
round one, the Light Blue bulldozed No. 
8 seed Binghamton 23-3, garnering 10 
goals in the first quarter. Prior to that, 
Binghamton had advanced to round two 
by edging No. 9 seed Colgate 10-7. 

In the second contest, the squad 
vanquished its neighbor New York 
University in a slightly more arduous 
match. Fourth seed NYU walloped fifth 
seed Syracuse in its first match 19-6 
before falling to Columbia 21-9. The 
Lions hit a few rough patches out of 
the starting gate and only managed to 
grab a narrow two-point lead in the 
first quarter. However, by the end of 
the second quarter, Columbia had ex-
tended its lead to almost ten goals. 

The story remained the same 
throughout the entire tournament for 
Columbia, as it ran over the opposi-
tion with tenacious defense and over-
whelming offense.

“Our main focus was defense, and 
on offense our main focus was to have 
a driving offense to keep the defense 
moving in order to create an opening,” 
club treasurer Daniel Kirel said. 

The Light Blue’s big win over NYU 
gave the squad the momentum it need-
ed to play No. 2 seed Army. Prior to the 
championship game against Columbia, 
Army had defeated No. 6 seed Hamilton 
13-9 in its first contest and Cornell 10-9 
in its second. 

“This was going to either be the 
game-maker or the game-breaker,” 
Kirel explained. “We had beaten them 
[Army] by only one goal during the 
season so this was the toughest game 
of the tournament.”

Army established itself as ready and 
able to challenge the No. 1 seeded Lions 
in the championship game. The season’s 
biggest rivalry culminated in a tight 

match, with the two teams trading goals 
for the first two quarters. Nevertheless, 
Columbia snatched a slim lead in the 

third that it wouldn’t relinquish. The 
Light Blue clinched the championship 
title by a final score of 13-6.

“We were never behind on the 
scoreboard at any point in the game so 
that gave us a lot of confidence,” Kirel 
said. “We went into the tournament 
with a winning mentality, as the first 
seed of any tournament should, gave 
it our best and, much to our fortune, 
our best was enough.”

Besides captain Chris Vola and 
head coach Igor Samardzija, a strong 
core of players carried the Lions to a 
first-place finish. Most notable was 
William Reid who was named New 
York Division Player of the Week after 
collecting 17 goals, six assists, and three 
steals in the Lions’ three matches. He 
scored four goals against Binghamton, 
seven against NYU, and six in the final 

File photo
making waves  |  The top-seeded water polo club team plowed through the competition to clinch first place at the 
New York Division Championship. Along the way, the Lions defeated Binghamton, New York University, and Army.

SEE water Polo, page 7

By Zach Glubiak
Spectator Staff Writer

Armed with an experienced return-
ing nucleus and recruiting class ranked 
nationally in the top 20, the Columbia 
wrestling team is looking to make it-
self a force to be reckoned with both 
regionally and nationally. In a clear 
statement of intent, all senior wres-
tlers featured recently in the Columbia 
Wrestling Newsletter noted becoming 
All-Americans as their primary goal 
for the season. Head coach Brendan 
Buckley listed some of his goals for the 
season as winning more dual meets, 
qualifying more individuals for the 
NCAA tournament, and having the 
cream of the crop compete for the cov-
eted All-American status. 

To accomplish these goals, Buckley 
and the program will have to overcome 
the loss of junior Ryan Flores, who is 
absent from the roster this year. Last 
season, Flores was the team’s star, 
winning 23 straight matches at one 
point and representing the Lions at 
the NCAA tournament after a victory 
at the EIWA Tournament. He was a 
unanimous first team all-Ivy selection. 
Also, last year’s group of key seniors, 
led by Kenji Porter and Derek Sickles, 

top contenders for the Lions in 2008-
2009, has departed.

Instead, the team will turn to its trio 
of current seniors for leadership. Cary 
Aldrich will be called upon to fill the 
184-pound weight class. Before he hits 
the mat this winter, Aldrich will first 
have to face a challenge from skilled 
freshman Nick Mills, a three-time 
Ohio state place-winner and fellow 
184-pounder. 

Matt Dunn will wrestle at 157 
pounds this year after dropping down 
to fill the 149-pound slot in 2008-2009. 
Two years ago, Dunn was named a 
second-team all-Ivy nominee and an 
NCAA qualifier as a 157-pounder. 
His main competition will come from 
another talented freshman, Tyler 
Sheridan, a two-time California state 
place winner. 

The final senior at 197 pounds is 
a name familiar to fans of Columbia 
Athletics. Lou Miller can be found ter-
rorizing opposing offenses in the fall 
season as a defensive lineman for the 
Lions’ football team. In the winter, he 
returns indoors to the wrestling mat, 
and excels there, too. Miller is fourth 
in the conference in preseason rank-
ings, following a third-place finish at 
the EIWA Tournament last year. 

Buckley is excited about his two-
sport star’s final year of competition. 
“Lou finished his season on an incred-
ibly high note last year. We have high 
expectations for him,” he said.

However, Miller will face stout 
competition for his own spot from yet 
another freshman, Chris Manna, who 
will represent the Lions at 197 pounds 
until Miller finishes his football duties. 
Manna is a heralded wrestler himself, 
competing for the top-ranked team in 
the nation, Blair Academy, during his 
post-graduate year. 

Manna proved his abilities in the 
Blue-White scrimmage recently, 
clinching an 8-6 victory over heavy-
weight Kevin Lester with a late take-
down. Lester returns to the Light Blue 
wrestling program after a two-year 
Mormon mission trip. As a fresh-
man, Lester was an honorable men-
tion all-Ivy honoree. This year he is 
ranked fifth in the conference in the 
preseason polls. 

In that same Blue-White match, 
another heralded Columbia freshman 
made his intentions known. Steve 
Santos, the crown jewel of the Lions’ 
star-studded incoming class, narrowly 

Graphic by Daniel Lasry
From top left to bottom right: current players Matt Dunn, Lou Miller, Cary Aldrich, Andrew Grabfelder, and Eren 
Civan, and previous members Ryan Flores, Kenji Porter, and Derek Sickles. 

SEE WRestling, page 7

Wrestling team hits the mat with high hopes

By Matt Velazquez
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

While most of the focus on the 
gridiron has been on offensive chang-
es due to recent injuries, over the past 
two weeks hurt defensive backs have 
caused a shake-up in the secondary. 
Three players in particular have got-
ten more playing time as a result of the 
injuries, while another has been asked 
to play slightly out of position.

Since regular 
cornerbacks Kalasi 
Huggins and Calvin 
Otis have been un-
available for the past 
two weeks, senior 
Jared Morine and sophomore Ross 
Morand have been patrolling the cor-
ners in their stead. Neither is fresh 
off the sidelines, as they both contrib-
uted earlier this season, but starting is 
something new for both Morine and 
Morand. On Saturday, they performed 
well, picking off passes on consecutive 
drives as the Lions tried to fight back 
against Harvard.

Lisa Lewis / Senior staff photographer
stepping up |  Jared Morine has three 
interceptions so far this season.

Bench players 
fill void left by
hurt corners

SEE FOOTBALL, page 7

In
Focus

Water polo makes a splash in division tourney

1 Columbia
3 Army

1 Columbia

4 NYU

8 Binghamton

1 Columbia

4 NYU

5 Syracuse

8 Binghamton

9 Colgate
2 Cornell

3 Army

2 Cornell

7 Rensselaer

3 Army

6 Hamilton

2009 division tourney bracket

Graphic by Yipeng Huang
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