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BY KATIE BENTIVOGLIO
Columbia Daily Spectator 

With nonprofits north of 
campus struggling to keep 
their doors open, the Columbia 
Community Service campaign 
has a unique obligation this 
year, administrators said 
Tuesday at the program’s 
annual launch. 

An employee-driven cam-
paign, CCS, solicits donations 
from faculty and staff from 
Columbia University, Barnard 
College, and Teachers College 
to provide grants to 50 Upper 
Manhattan nonprofits.

“This is people reach-
ing into their own pockets 
to support their neighbors,” 
said Robert Kasdin, senior 
executive vice president of 
Columbia University and CCS 
co-chair. “It’s not enough for 
the University to do this in an 
official capacity,” he said, add-
ing that the campaign relies en-
tirely on employee donations 
and fundraising efforts. 

This year, the University 
has launched new non-mone-
tary initiatives—CCS now of-
fers quarterly workshops on 
subjects, such as creating a 
successful nonprofit board, 
fundraising, and information 
about changing nonprofit tax 
law. The campaign is also mak-
ing an effort now to provide 
Columbia volunteers and other 
non-financial support that or-
ganizations request.

“We’re really asking fac-
ulty and staff to step up to the 
plate. This year, the need is 
greater than ever,” said Maxine 
Griffith, executive vice presi-
dent for government and com-
munity affairs and special advi-
sor for campus planning.

Like many fundraising or-
ganizations, CCS has seen an 
increase in demand due to 
the recession. “The econom-
ic crisis today is even worse 
than in the past, which makes 
it difficult for agencies,” said 
Mark Kerman, president 
of the CCS board of direc-
tors and Columbia ’83. With 
CCS supporting mostly small, 

volunteer-based organizations, 
he said that many similar orga-
nizations have closed or are on 
the verge of closing, having lost 
traditional public and private 
funding.

Despite having to adjust, 
CCS organizers said it has in-
creased its reach among the 
agencies that it supports.

The goal is to raise $300,000 
this year, to match last year’s 
record high, said Karen Jewett, 
vice president in the Office of 
Government and Community 
Affairs. But the economy makes 
donations difficult to project, 
she added. 

Janet Dorman, director of 
the food program at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Harlem, 
said that she requested volun-
teers and was soon after con-
tacted by numerous individual 
students, the Columbia heavy-
weight and lightweight crew 
teams, the Black Students’ 
Association, and the Columbia 
lacrosse team. She also men-
tioned that engineering stu-
dents have helped St. Mary’s 
redesign its food closet, a cru-
cial piece of running an effec-
tive food pantry.

“We’ve definitely improved 
our service through these vol-
unteers,” she said. “They were 
full of energy and willing to do 
whatever we needed.”
    news@columbiaspectator.com

BY MELISSA VON 
MAYRHAUSER

Columbia Daily Spectator 

A preliminary city plan to 
create a Morningside Heights 
Historic District could place 
significant checks on the 
University’s development.

The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, the city agency 
that oversees and creates his-
toric districts, is now pushing 

forward with a potential plan to 
designate Morningside Heights 
a historic region—in a proposed 
area where 43 of the 63 build-
ings are owned by Columbia. 

“Columbia is a very large 
landowner within Morningside 
Heights,” said Simeon Bankoff, 

BY SHIRA POLIAK
Spectator Staff Writer  

When Barnard built its 
Cathedral Gardens dorms in 
2005, it created two storefronts 
on 109th and 110th Streets to be 
used for community space. Since 
then though, the over 5,000 
square foot property on 110th 
Street and Manhattan Avenue 
has sat vacant, its windows pa-
pered over.

But that may change as 
Barnard moves forward with 
negotiations to move a local or-
ganization’s college preparatory 
program to its site. 

G o d d a r d  R i v e r s i d e 
Community Center, an organi-
zation that provides education, 
shelter, and food to residents of 
the Upper West Side and West 
Harlem, is planning to move its 
OPTIONS program to the space 
in Barnard. The program—cur-
rently located at 88th Street and 
Columbus Avenue—provides 
students from low and middle-
income backgrounds free SAT 

University launches 
nonprofits campaign

HENRY WILLSON FOR SPECTATOR

PROTECT AND PRESERVE | 116th and Riverside could be part of a Morningside Heights historic district.

SEE COLLEGE PREP, page 3

BY CONSTANCE BOOZER
Columbia Daily Spectator 

With an $850,000 grant 
awarded to Teachers College 
this week, professors hope to 
begin research that could lead 
to radical improvements in the 
community college structure.

The grant, from the nation-
al Kresge Foundation, will go 
to TC’s Community College 
Research Center for a launch 
research project that is now in 
the early stages. 

The study will focus on 
Macomb Community College 
near Detroit, Mich., and using 
their findings, the researchers 
hope to create new policies for 
community colleges across the 
country.

“We need to begin looking at 
the institution as a whole,” said 
CCRC director Thomas Bailey, 
who is part of the team work-
ing on the project. “Institution-
wide policy and structures could 
be tweaked to help smooth the 
way for systemic improvement 
across the whole school.”

Bailey said he hopes their re-
search will address a lack of co-
herency in community college 
policies as well as structural 

problems hindering student 
success.

Researchers said they chose 
Macomb because it seemed 
fairly representative of com-
munity colleges and could be 
a good springboard for future 
initiatives. 

Though it’s not the largest 
grant the center has received—
prior ones have ranged from 
$20,000 to $10 million—Bailey 
said he was optimistic that this 
research could have a serious 
impact.

But this grant from the 
Kresge Foundation differs from 
many of the center’s grants in the 
past due to the extent of its im-
pact, he said.

The center has tackled spe-
cific problems related to com-
munity colleges before, but this 
time, he said, the team hopes to 
be more comprehensive.

“We did the math and realized 
that specific programs, no matter 
how wonderful, are unlikely to 
accomplish change on the scale 
required,” Bailey said.  

Shanna Jaggars, a senior re-
search assistant at TC, said the 
project will provide an outside 

SEE GRANT, page 2

Notes on a rally

Kevin Kung and Nate Gery 
recovered from a season-long dry 
spell to deliver astounding results 
at the National Indoors, ultimately 
matching the  No. 2 Stanford team.

Kung and Gery 
impress at Nationals 

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

58°/ 38°

Tomorrow

54°/ 38°

City explores 
historic district 
in CU region

BC partners 
with Goddard 
to fill vacancy

TC earns grant for 
community college research

Party with the Asia Pacific Affairs Council celebrating international food 
and music.

6th Floor Cafe, SIPA, 7 p.m.

Listen to a lecture on cravings, desires, and frightening things. 
Sulzberger Parlor, Barnard Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Taste of Asia

Roslyn Silver Science ’27 Lecture

Columbia Community Service 
donates to neighborhood groups

Charlotte Crawford and Katie 
Tongalson argue that there’s 
nothing to fear but insanity itself. 
Amanda Gutterman bemoans our 
generation’s apathy.

“We’re really 
asking faculty and 
staΩ to step up 
to the plate. This 
year, the need is 
greater than ever.”

—Maxine GriΩith, 
executive vice president 

for government and 
community aΩairs SEE LANDMARKS, page 2

“They [Columbia] 
haven’t been exactly 
transparent in their 
attitudes toward 
preservation.”

—Alexis Stephens, 
BC ’05, Neighborhood 

Preservation Center

GRAPHIC BY GEETIKA RUDRA

The proposed district lies between 119th and 110th streets and 
includes 63 buildings, 43 of which are owned by Columbia, 
including the undergraduate dorm 47 Claremont. 

Some activists 
wish to see 
the district 
include the 
area between 
Broadway and 
Morningside 
Drive, almost 
all of which 
is owned by 
Columbia. 

PROPOSED HISTORICAL DISTRICT

GOING GREEK

ZARA CASTANY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SEEKING RECOGNITION |  Doris Domoszlai, BC ’11, and Alexandra Voss, BC ’11, talk with 
Amanda Hemenway, BC ’12, about sorority recognition from the Student Government Association.

HENRY WILLSON FOR SPECTATOR

ON THE AVENUE  |  Several Columbia-owned buildings on Claremont 
Avenue would fall in the historic district the city is now exploring. 
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BY MELANIE BRODER
Columbia Daily Spectator 

They may be right across 
the street from each other, 
but Barnard and Columbia are 
far apart in Newsweek’s latest 
college rankings list of “Most 
Desirable Urban Schools.”

In the magazine’s list re-
leased this fall, Columbia was 
ranked at number four, be-
hind Harvard, Yale, and MIT. 
Barnard was ranked at num-
ber 17—the only single-sex 
school on the list. On the “Most 

Desirable Schools in America” 
list, Columbia was ranked at 
number six, while Barnard was 
not ranked at all.

“My fear is that you look 
at the number, but you don’t 
understand what you’re read-
ing and why you’re reading 
it,” Jennifer Fondiller, dean of 
admissions, said, adding that 
rankings often fail to acknowl-
edge the Barnard-Columbia 
partnership and weigh heav-
ily factors such as facilities, 
dining, endowment, and full-
time faculty that seem modest 

when considering Barnard 
independently.

Newsweek considers a school 
“desirable” based on academic 
credentials of admitted stu-
dents, rate of admissions, along 
with the quality of the school’s 
academic and nonacademic ex-
perience. The ratings rely on a 
number of measures, including 
retention rate, student-to-fac-
ulty ratio, student views of din-
ing, housing, and the school’s fa-
cilities, a climate score, and the 
school’s endowment.

“It comes as no surprise that 

Columbia is featured on a list of 
top urban universities,” Jessica 
Marinaccio, dean of under-
graduate admissions, wrote in 
an email. “Our location in New 
York City undoubtedly affords 
students with unique and ex-
citing opportunities.”

But Fondiller said that the 
arbitrary rankings sometimes 
miss the point. Today’s society 
is obsessed with lists, she said, 
questioning why journalists, as 
opposed to educators, are driv-
ing what’s valued as important 
in higher education.

Still, Fondiller said she was 
pleased Barnard earned the 
number 17 spot on the urban 
schools list. 

“Nothing is quite like 
Barnard,” she said. “You can 
feel when you are on this cam-
pus that you know people walk-
ing back and forth. It has that 
smallness to it, but the minute 
you walk outside of the gates, 
you don’t have to get on a bus 
to get you into the city.” 

For some students, the rank-
ings don’t always represent the 
student experiences accurately. 

“I think we should be num-
ber one,” Kathleen Tatem, 
SEAS ’13, said. “If you think of 
Harvard, you think of snobby 
rich kids. We’re so diverse. 
There’s people from so many 
countries. We’re all New 
Yorkers so we have that in 
common.”

She added that she enjoys 
the social life at Columbia, 
which she feels differs in many 
ways from most American col-
leges. “You’re literally never 
bored here,” she added. 
news@columbiaspectator.com

Barnard fares worse than Columbia in Newsweek’s latest urban schools rankings list

executive director of the 
Historic Districts Council, a 
nonprofit preservation group. 
“Should the LPC designate a 
district, then they would own 
a lot of landmark buildings, 
which they would not be able 
to tear down easily.” 

Once an area is designated 
an historic district, most exter-
nal changes to buildings—and 
any renovations or demoli-
tions—have to be approved by 
the LPC.

Local residents and elected 
officials have been pushing the 
LPC to consider the neighbor-
hood for protection since 1996, 
arguing that its architectural 
history and variety are worth 
officially recognizing.

In September, LPC offi-
cials proposed boundaries that 
stretched from 110th to 119th 
streets along Riverside Drive, 
which includes some Columbia 
dorms. The agency says the 
plan is not definitive and it is 
currently conducting further 
research.

Getting approval for changes 

takes time, said Alexis Stephens, 
BC ’05, of the Neighborhood 
Preservation Center, an advoca-
cy group. “It would probably be 
something that would be a ma-
jor hassle to them [Columbia],” 
she said.

But Andrea Goldwyn, direc-
tor of public policy for New 
York Landmarks Conservancy, 
said that designating the neigh-
borhood wouldn’t negatively 
impact the University.

“It’s not particularly oner-
ous,” she said of the LPC pro-
cess. “You need to have main-
tenance, and Landmarks 
Commission process does add 
a layer of regulation, but it’s 
also good guidance about what’s 
best for the building to keep it 
safe and secure and continue to 
be a nice link to the neighbor-
hood’s history.”

For other activists, though, 
restricting the University is 
the point—something that 
Andrew Berman, the execu-
tive director of the Greenwich 
Village Society for Historic 
Preservation, emphasized. In 
overseeing its neighborhood’s 
nine historic districts, his orga-
nization often works to restrict 

New York University’s develop-
ment goals.

“It is by no means an all-en-
compassing action that means 
no change whatsoever in terms 
of a university and its position 
within a community, but obvi-
ously it’s a significant layer of 
regulation which can go a long 
way in terms of conserving the 
physical fabric and scale of the 
neighborhood,” Berman said.

The University declined to 
comment on what impact a 
historic district would have on 
its operations and whether it 
would support a historic dis-
trict or involve itself in the plan-
ning, referring only to a 2009 
University statement. “We are 
certainly open to the study of 
an appropriately-defined dis-
trict in the area,” spokesper-
son Robert Hornsby said then, 
adding that Columbia “has long 
been a good steward of its valu-
able architectural legacy.”

For Stephens, this stance is 
typical. “I’m not surprised at all 
that they haven’t been exactly 
transparent in their attitudes 
toward preservation.”

The LPC is also currently 
reviewing additional buildings 

outside of the proposed area. 
At a September LPC meet-

ing in Riverside Church, 
Community Board 9 mem-
ber Brad Taylor voiced con-
cerns that the proposed area 
doesn’t include Broadway and 
Morningside Drive.

“There’s got to be some poli-
tics at play. It can’t just be based 
on merit,” Taylor said.

Lisi de Bourbon, an LPC 
spokesperson, said that the 
agency decided after the meet-
ing to review some of the streets 
east of Broadway, though there 
is no timeline yet. 

Assemblymember Daniel 
O’Donnell, who has been at the 
forefront of the fight for years, 
said that he has not heard more 
from the LPC since September.

“However, I’m hopeful that 
this delay means the LPC is 
taking into account the over-
whelming community support 
for an expanded historic dis-
trict and carefully designing 
its new map to match what the 
community so clearly wants,” 
O’Donnell said in a statement. 

Sarah Darville contributed 
reporting.

news@columbiaspectator.com

perspective on the school. “You 
could almost call this a radical 
approach. Unlike past smaller 
projects, we are approaching 
the sharp angles of institutions 
with the hope to overcome day-
to-day problems in creating a 
large-picture solution,” she said.

Bailey said it’s important 
to focus research efforts on 

community colleges, which are 
accessible to a wide subset of the 
population.

“They provide low-income 
students with the opportunity to 
get a higher education and move 
on to a well-paying career,” he 
said. “These students face many 
challenges as they attempt to 
persevere through college and 
earn a degree.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

LANDMARKS 
from front page

City explores potential Morningside Heights district, could impact CU 
Teachers College earns grant for 
community college research

HENRY WILLSON FOR SPECTATOR

HISTORY LESSONS  |  Architecture in Morningside Heights would have more protections under an LPC historic district proposal. 
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The few. 
The proud.

The sales team.



Columbia Business School.
“We are a relatively laid back team,” 

he said. “Some of the other teams out 
there do practice five days a week and 
have tournaments every single weekend. 
We don’t quite have the time or the avail-
ability of the pool to do that, but we try to 
get in and swim every day that we don’t 
have polo.” 

Samardzija has been involved with 
water polo at Columbia since 2004 but 
has been serving more as a consultant 
and advisor to the team for the past two 
seasons. He is the full-time varsity wa-
ter polo coach at St. Francis, which has 
a Division I program.

“This year we have excellent team 
leaders in Will Reid, Akhil Mehta, Daniel 
Kirel, just to name a few,” Samardzija 
said. “But basically we will mostly rely 
on the depth of our squad as this is 
the first time that I remember that the 
whole team will actually be available and 
playing.”

Samardzija also lauded Kai Golden, a 
sophomore from Hawaii, for his strong 
play.

“We expect him to lead the team next 
weekend as well,” Samardzija said. “Kai 
possesses great understanding of the 
game and he’s also a great swimmer.” 

Tournament action opens on Friday 
in Cedar City, Utah.

Editor’s note: Akhil Mehta, captain of 
the club water polo team, is Spectator’s 
publisher. 
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robbed the team of any sense of stability, 
prevented the players from jelling on 
the court, and undermined everyone’s 
confidence.

Second, please establish an offen-
sive scheme. This may not be a problem 
since Smith comes from a school with a 
good track record, especially on offense. 
However, after seeing the Light Blue 
offense of the past few years, this is a 
clear necessity. Too many times, players 
would just stand still, whipping the ball 
around the outside, convinced that at 
some point, the defender would just go 
away and give him an open shot. There 
was no flow, just little penetration and 
lots of low-scoring games. I would start 
recounting a few, but almost all of them 
drove me to the bottle. This team prob-
ably will not be an offensive jugger-
naut this season, but a real strategy on 
offense would do wonders for a squad 
that averaged 63 points or fewer each of 
the past three seasons.

Finally, figure out what is causing all 
these injuries. I sure never could. Was it 
too much contact in practices? An over-
stretched training staff? Brittle play-
ers? One way or another, the number of 
injuries that piled up over the past few 
years was downright frightening. Justin 
Armstrong never recovered from a knee 
injury, Joe Bova’s back resembled that 
of an octogenarian, Niko Scott had a 
constant flu, and Pat Foley injured every 
part of his body at least twice. As much 
as the team could be infuriating, it is 
undoubtedly tougher to play when most 
of your best players are not actually on 
the court.

Those are by no means the only 
ways Smith can elevate this program to 
another level, and I am sure he already 
has his plan in place. Still, one thing 
is certain: Jones took this team from 
the basement to the middle level, and 
now it’s time for Smith to take it to the 
penthouse.

If only I could say the same for 
Wilson.

Lucas Shaw is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in political science. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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New coach, new 
beginnings for 
men’s basketballColumbia was given a wildcard into the 

singles and doubles draw at the National 
Intercollegiate Indoor Championships 
as the host school. Kung and Gery were 
dealt the wildcard for doubles.

“I think it’s important that we were 
invited into the tournament,” Gery 
said. “It’s important not to try to just 
hang in there with these guys. We ac-
tually wanted to compete. Bid wanted 
to make sure that that would happen.”

“It was a clean slate for us,” he con-
tinued. “We put in the work a week be-
fore, and we were playing to beat these 
guys, we were playing to win and to 
prove to ourselves that we can do it.”

The tournament didn’t get off to a 
great start for Gery and Kung, howev-
er, as they lost in the first round of the 
main draw to a big-serving team from 
Ohio State. The duo was entered in the 
back draw, and it was there that they 
recaptured their magic.

In the quarterfinals of the back draw, 
they played a team from BYU, which 
won the Mountain Region doubles title.

“I thought that this might be the last 
tournament that I played in college ten-
nis,” said Kung, a senior. “I got tight at 
a crucial point against Ohio State. I just 
thought, I’m going to go out and play 
the points. If we lose, it’s going to be 
because they played better.”

Columbia stayed on serve until 7-8, 
where BYU had two match points with 
Kung serving. But then two solid serves 

and good volleys by Gery staved off the 
match points, and the duo roared back 
to win the match in the tiebreak.

Up next in the semifinals was the No. 
2 team in the nation from Stanford of 
Bradley Klahn and Ryan Thacher. The 
team had won the ITA National Indoor 
Championships in 2009, and Klahn was 
the NCAA singles champion in May and 
played in the U.S. Open.

“We knew they were a good team—
better and more experienced than we 
were,” Gery said. “But that’s the thing 
about indoor doubles. With a good 
serve, anyone can beat anyone. It’s 
enough to be in good position and in 
a pro-set [eight-game set], it’s not like 
three out of five sets where the better 
players have more time to play better. 
We didn’t really know what to expect.”

Gery had actually played Klahn, a 
junior, a few times in juniors in both 
singles and doubles.

Kung conceded that the level of 
tennis from the Stanford pair was 
impressive at the start of the match.

“I was a bit afraid when I saw them 
warming up,” he said. “They didn’t 
miss a ball. But then Nate held eas-
ily, and then I held easily, and then I 
started to think that these guys aren’t 
that good. There’s nothing different 
that they do in doubles that we can’t. 
But I was surprised that we were 
competing at the same level as them 
consistently.”

The match played out similar to the 
BYU match in the fact that it remained 
on serve throughout. Columbia fought 
its way into a tiebreak, where Kung and 
Gery fell behind 5-1. But as they had all 
weekend, they fought their way back 
to tie it at five. Then Gery stepped up 
to serve.

“I was serving so well,” he said. “I 
was going to go for a big first serve, 
or a big second serve and come in. I 
had nothing to lose. I felt like it would 
be stupid to play safe and lose at that 
point.”

Gery bombed a serve out wide that 
Thacher mishit. The backhand stayed 
low, however, and Gery missed the vol-
ley. Stanford served it out on its first 
and only match point.

“It all balances out,” Kung said. “If 
I look at just those two points, yeah, I 
feel like we were pretty unlucky. But we 
were lucky to come back from 1-5 down. 
We were also down 0-40 on serve, and 
won five straight points at one point.”

The future is bright for Kung and 
Gery when it comes to the spring and 
team dual matches. The win over BYU 
may give the team a national ranking 
when the new rankings are released in 
January, and it’s sure to instill confi-
dence in the pair.

“I think the way they played, they 
played really well,” Goswami said. 
“Sometimes you just click. Nate has 
a big serve and Kevin is active at the 
net, and Kevin has served much better 
in the last year or so and that’s made a 
difference.”

“It shows us that we play at this 
high level,” Gery said. “We’re not go-
ing to see this high caliber all season. 
We want to improve our return games 
and win matches that we should win. 
It’s all about finding consistency, but we 
know we have played at that level be-
fore and it doesn’t get better than that 
competition.”

In fact, the duo was broken only 

once in three matches at National 
Indoors, but failed to break serve in 
any of those matches.

“We want to beat everyone that 
we’re supposed to beat,” Kung said. 
“I’d like for us to make spring nation-
als [NCAA Tournament] and compete 
against players of this caliber again.”

One of the factors behind their goals 
and expectations for the spring is their 
continued improvement since coming 
to Columbia.

“My doubles has improved a lot,” 
Kung said. “Bid is one of the best dou-
bles coaches in the entire country, and 
it’s the same with Howie [associate 
head coach Howard Endelman]. Howie 
was a great doubles player as well.”

Although the team recently lost its 
top two players to graduation, Gery and 
Kung should help keep the Lions com-
petitive in the Ivy League while they 
continue to make their presence felt 
on the national stage.

New pairing paying dividends for men’s tennis in recent play

SHAW from back page

WATER POLO from back page

TENNIS from back page

Water polo enters weekend 
tournament with high hopes

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

WINDING UP  |  With a victory over 
Cornell in the state finals, the Lions 
captured the New York Division title 
for the third consecutive year.

“I was a bit afraid when 
I saw them warming 
up. They didn’t miss 
a ball. But then Nate 
held easily, and then 
I held easily, and then 
I started to think that 
these guys aren’t that 
good.”

—Kevin Kung, CC ’11

kevin kung

•	 Reached the finals of the Columbia Classic “A” draw 
in 2010

•	 Went 3-1 in Ivy singles at No. 5 singles in 2010 and 4-3 
in doubles, partnering with Rajeev Deb-Sen

•	 Suffered only one singles loss all season
•	 Named ITA Scholar-athlete in 2009
•	 Won two tournaments in the fall of 2007, and went 

11-2 in singles
•	 Ranked No. 1 junior in Hong Kong as a junior and No. 

274 in the world

CC ’11
Hong Kong

nate gery
CC ’13
Aurora, Ontario

•	 Played No. 6 singles in the spring, going 10-4 in 

singles and 10-8 at No. 2 doubles, playing with Haig 

Schneiderman

•	 Canadian National Juniors champion in the U14 and 

U18 divisions

•	 Was ranked as high as No. 190 in the world as a junior

PHOTOS COURTESY OF COLUMBIA ATHLETICS / GRAPHICS BY STEPHANIE MANNHEIM

tournament bracket

GRAPHIC BY EMILY SHARTRAND

and admissions counseling.
In need of more space and counsel-

ors, OPTIONS’ move would help give 
them more resources and bring new 
students into the program, director 
Jane Heaphy said.

“The new site will put us closer 
to Harlem high schools and neigh-
borhoods where there is tremendous 
need,” she said.

Teaming with Goddard Riverside 
comes at an opportune time for Barnard, 
said Vivian Taylor, Barnard’s vice presi-
dent for community development. Due 
to rising costs, Barnard this year termi-
nated its Liberty Partnerships Program, 
a state-funded tutoring program for 
neighborhood students.

“I look at ways that we can help 
young people succeed through educa-
tional avenues. This is another program 
to serve young people,” Taylor said.

Goddard Riverside will pay rent to 
Barnard based on the operating and 
maintenance costs of the space, said Greg 
Brown, Barnard’s chief operating officer.

“OPTIONS has a terrific track record 
in direct college preparatory work with 
neighborhood high school students as 

well as serving as a training ground 
for mentors and counselors across the 
country,” Brown wrote in an email, add-
ing that he hopes the program will uti-
lize Barnard volunteers.

Some neighboring businesses said 
they also support Goddard filling the 
vacancy.

“It’s a noble cause,” said Norma 
Darton, owner of Spoonbread Catering, 
a business and restaurant two doors 
down from the empty space on 110th 

Street. “I don’t know if kids applying 
to college will come get a meal, but it’s 
a good cause.”

Because the space was already zoned 
for community purposes, Goddard 
Riverside and Barnard did not need 
Community Board 7’s approval on the 
measure. Still, CB7 voted in favor of a 
resolution supporting the move, at its 
monthly meeting Tuesday night.

Peter Arndsten, district manager 
of the Columbus Amsterdam Business 
Improvement District, said that this is 
a fitting use for the space. “This will 
serve the youth of the neighborhood, 
give them guidance, and help them see 
beyond the neighborhood.”

Arndsten also said he thinks this 
project could boost local business. 
“Anytime you have an empty space filled 
with people who’ve never been here be-
fore it’s a good thing.”

Mark Diller, CC ’80 and chair of 
CB7’s Youth, Education and Libraries 
Committee, said he hopes Goddard 
Riverside can use CB7’s vote to show 
funders that neighborhood residents 
support the move.

“This program is bursting at the 
seams in its current space,” Diller said.

shira.poliak@columbiaspectator.com

COLLEGE PREP from front page

Barnard seeks partnership with neighborhood program 

“The new site will put 
us closer to Harlem 
high schools and 
neighborhoods where 
there is tremendous 
need.”

—Jane Heaphy, 
OPTIONS director

YIAN PAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FILLING THE VOID  |  Barnard is negotiating a partnership with a nonprofit to move into empty space on 110th by Cathedral Gardens.
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BY CHARLOTTE CRAWFORD AND 
KATIE TONGALSON

While some Columbia students stum-
bled home from Halloween parties at 4 a.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 30, many of us woke up at 
the crack of dawn to make our way down 
to Washington, D.C. for Jon Stewart and 
Stephen Colbert’s “Rally to Restore Sanity 
and/or Fear.” A few weeks earlier, Arianna 
Huffington, the founderof the popular blog 
site, The Huffington Post,, spontaneously 
announced her sponsorship of free round-
trip rides from New York City on the day 
of the rally. Her motivation? A “moment of 
irrational exuberance”—a democratic im-
pulse that signaled the beginning of a na-
tional euphoria that would motivate many 
Columbia students to join over 200,000 
Americans to travel to D.C. 

On that cold October morning, a hodge-
podge of people flooded the National Mall 
from all corners of the country. One de-
voted character from D.C. took the train 
up to New York just so he could experience 
taking the Huffington Post bus back down. 
So much for sanity. People from around the 
country congregated on the Washington 
Mall that day to share…something. The 
rally has come and gone, but many of us 
are still asking ourselves: What was the 
point? And was it worth it?

Our generation is accused of being un-
engaged in the political process. So what 
attracted us to this rally? If the point was to 
inspire the political left to turn out in droves 
for the midterm election, we know that 
didn’t quite turn out as planned. Perhaps 
our generation doesn’t want to be tied to 
a political system that is distorted by the 
media and seemingly disengaged from the 
needs of the people. We attended this osten-
sibly nonpartisan rally because we craved to 
engage with people eager to share construc-
tive criticism—to find the living embodi-
ment of the marketplace of ideas, to hear the 
reasonable voices of our fellow Americans. 

Ironically, most rally attendees couldn’t 
hear the speakers half the time, let alone 
see a screen. Oddly, though, it didn’t seem 

to matter much. Rally-goers were content 
to look around at the hilariously moderate 
signs that littered the horizon with catchy 
phrases like “Civil is Sexy” and “I’m us-
ing my inside voice.” These signs seemed 
to mock the political activism of the past, 
while inventing a new kind of activism. The 
rally was a forum for an exposure to a pleth-
ora of viewpoints that are vital to the suc-
cess of our country. Stewart and Colbert’s 
rally originally started out as a spoof of 
Glenn Beck’s rally, but this “mock” rally 
turned into a forum for the moderate “si-
lent” majority of Americans to finally have 
their inside voices heard.  

In his closing speech, Stewart criticized 
the political system and especially the me-
dia for twisting the facts and undermining 
our ability to work together. While Stewart 
and Colbert are widely accepted as fake 
news pundits, more people are turning to 

them for real news instead of the traditional 
news channels, which would rather scare us 
with stories of extremism than admit that 
the majority of Americans are reasonable 
people who would like to get along. 

Looking over a crowd of thousands of 
enthusiastically reasonable people, Stewart 
proclaimed, “Sanity will always be, and 
has always been, in the eye of the behold-
er. To see you here today, and the kind of 
people that you are, has restored mine.” 
Unfortunately, half the crowd probably 
didn’t hear this message. Just ask the people 
on the Huff Post buses, who arrived to the 
event late. But for the Columbia students 
scattered among the crowd and even those 
stuck on the New Jersey Turnpike, the rally 
was a success because it was our cumulative 
participation that imbued this “mock” rally 
with substance and power.

Charlotte Crawford is a Barnard College 
junior majoring in sociology and economics. 
Katie Tongalson is a Barnard College junior 
majoring in political science.

A rally to restore 
what?

Our generation is accused 
of being unengaged in the 
political process.
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As I watched Jon 
Stewart’s and 

Stephen Colbert’s 
Rally to Restore 
Sanity over fall 
break, I had a pre-
monition of this 
week’s election 
results. After several 
hours of tomfoolery 
and performances by 
mid-grade rockers, I 
knew analysts’ pre-
dictions would come 
true, from the gains 
the Republicans 
made in the Senate to their new domi-
nance in the House. In his recent column, 
“The trouble with restoring sanity,” Sam 
Klug correctly pointed out one of the 
rally’s main weaknesses: it emphasizes a 
degree of moderation that is impossible 
in today’s political climate. Especially in 
light of the midterm elections, I take my 
critique a step further. 

The message of the rally was to utterly 
discredit the media as a bunch of alarmist 
fear-mongers incapable of delivering im-
portant messages to the American people. 
Yes, this is the foundation of “The Daily 
Show,” which gets its material from hu-
morous cherry-picked segments from the 
24-hour television news cycle. But here, 
Stewart has glossed over the profound 
history of journalism serving as America’s 
nervous system. In typical “Daily Show” 
fashion, the rally showed clips of news 
anchors exhorting the dangers of ev-
erything from bombing to bedbugs. Of 
course, Stewart has a point—networks 
will go to any means to retain viewers’ 
attention.

But consider, for example, if we had 
dismissed reporting on the Watergate 
scandal or the horrors of the Vietnam 
War as alarmism propagated by media in 
hyperdrive, more interested in fearmon-
gering than doing its job. President Nixon 
may not have been impeached or re-
moved from office, and our country may 
have been entrenched in a bloody, hope-
less war for even longer than it was. If 
we followed Stewart’s advice, we would 
choose to ignore real threats of danger—
and America is in danger now—as ridicu-
lous and overblown. This comatose state 
of indifference is what Stewart defines as 
“sanity.”

Who is a “sane” person, according 
to his definition? The comedian gave 
us some clues in his short exposition 
speech near the end. A “sane” person sees 
through accusations of extremism on 
both sides of the aisle, from Republicans 
calling Obama a communist to Democrats 
claiming that the Tea Partiers are rac-
ists and xenophobes. A “sane” person 
recognizes that both parties have their 
points, but that the ultimate goal should 
be collaboration. What I think is that 
these “sane” people, most of whom are 
Democrats, are the ones to blame for the 
Republican victory.

The Stewart/Colbert Rally was a re-
sponse to Glenn Beck’s Rally to Restore 

Honor, which was effective precisely 
because it eschewed this limp sort of 
“sanity.” Shockingly, it took place on the 
anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech. I watched it on 
YouTube. The cameraman interviewed 
several attendees, and not a single one 
of them was unsure why he was there. 
The interviewees answered his questions 
with a litany of stock words and phrases: 
“We’re here to take back America” from 
the communists, socialists, terrorists, big 
government, the liberal media, Muslims, 
gays, elitists, Washington insiders, 
Chinese, Arabs—and “the blacks don’t 
own this day.” It is all right there. So 
how do you expect a journalist to cover 
this rally, or the statements by Tea Party 
favorites who are now in office, without 
using certain words? That assignment 
sounds more like a warm-up game in act-
ing class than honest political reporting.

As much as I disagree with Glenn 
Beck, I have to stand back and admire his 
ability to rivet his group of followers, to 
inspire them to act. Headline after head-
line in the New York Times reported that 
Republicans monopolized all the excite-
ment in this race, and that the Democrats 
could only play defense. The Rally to 
Restore Sanity is symptomatic of the cru-
cial mistake made by liberals in this coun-
try: to confuse open-mindedness with 
lack of conviction. Mired in this confu-
sion, Stewart and Colbert wasted the time 
of hundreds of thousands of liberals and 
Democrats who had hoped to rally, full of 
conviction, around their cause.

I do not propose that the Democrats 
subscribe to the rigid dogmatism at work 
in the Rally to Restore Honor. Rather, 
they should stop walking on eggshells in 
an effort to appear magnanimous. Apathy 
right now, as a recent Times editorial 
puts it, is young people and Democrats 
“sitting on their hands...voting for the 
Republicans, none of whom will protect 
these voters’ interests.” And apathy is not 
the same as sanity. When Jon Stewart 
discredits the media in a serious way, be-
yond the limits of a comedy show, he does 
us a disservice: He puts us at a dangerous 
distance from any source of truth, which 
is strangely dissonant with his criticism 
of the Bush administration’s attempts to 
undermine journalism. But from here, 
we are left in a void where any effort to 
distinguish good ideas from bad ones is 
partisan extremism—even “insanity.”

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia College 
sophomore majoring in English.  The 

Far Side of the Familiar  runs alternate 
Wednesdays. 

Embrace the 
insanity

The Far 
Side of the 
Familiar

AMANDA 
GUTTERMAN

The Rally to Restore 
Sanity is symptomatic 
of the crucial mistake 
made by liberals in this 
country: to confuse open-
mindedness with lack of 
conviction.
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Columbia College Dean Michele Moody-
Adams, School of Engineering and Applied 
Science Dean Feniosky Peña-Mora, and 
Provost Claude Steele have all been at 
Columbia for at least a full year. This week, 
the Editorial Board, after speaking to ad-
ministrators, professors, alumni, and stu-
dents, will offer our evaluation of their first 
years and what we hope to see from them in 
the years to come.

School of Engineering and Applied 
Science Dean Feniosky Peña-Mora, 

former associate provost of the University 
of Illinois 
at Urbana-
Champaign, 
is full of en-
ergy, enthu-
siasm, and unconventionality. When was 
the last time we saw a dean bounding down 
the stairs of Havemeyer 309, arms in the 
air, for a photo shoot?

When asked in an interview to define 
his three main goals, Dean Peña-Mora re-
sponded that he is primarily interested in 
finding and keeping talented faculty, mold-
ing students into socially responsible lead-
ers in scientific fields, and further develop-
ing the physical space on campus that is 
allotted to SEAS. All three of these goals 
work toward a larger aim. Dean Peña-Mora 
has set out to improve the standing of SEAS 
within the University, among professors 
and students, with respect to other engi-
neering schools, and in the world at large.

The place of SEAS within the University 
is complicated. Columbia University is of-
ten associated most with Columbia College, 
and SEAS, which is pre-professional in 

nature, is sometimes overlooked or by-
passed when considering what is best for 
Columbia and its (primarily liberal arts-
focused) undergraduates. This can prove 
problematic for SEAS, which needs to be 
better incorporated into the policy-making 
process, particularly when one considers 
how many non-SEAS courses engineering 
students are required to take. The SEAS 
dean should be included in all administra-
tive decisions, even those that may not di-
rectly affect engineering students, without 
sacrificing his own independence or that 
of his school.

That is why we are pleased that Dean 
Peña-Mora is so committed to improving 
SEAS’s stature within the University. For 
example, while he appreciates that SEAS 
students take the Core, he intends to look 
further into how engineering courses could 
be incorporated into the Core for students 
in Columbia College. This is particularly 
challenging given the negative response 
most students have had to Frontiers of 
Science. Furthermore, rather than seeing 
SEAS as linked solely to Columbia College 
and isolated from the rest of the University, 
Dean Peña-Mora and the rest of the SEAS 
administration have begun to work closely 
with Barnard, as well. Barnard students 
were already allowed to participate in 
SEAS’s five-year B.A./M.S. program, but 
now, more women are being encouraged 
to take advantage of this opportunity. 
One professor, Anthony Webster, has be-
gun teaching a course at Barnard for both 
Barnard and SEAS students.

Linking the interests of the University 
and its many bureaucratic parts to those 
of SEAS students may prove more chal-
lenging. Dean Peña-Mora is still working 
with the Engineering Student Council, 
for example, to get the Center for Career 
Education to better address the needs of 
engineering students, and he is still try-
ing to build alumni networks that cater 
specifically to SEAS graduates. While he 
has certainly taken steps in the right di-
rection—for example, Boeing Week came 
about after Dean Peña-Mora spoke directly 
to the corporation’s CEO—there is still a 

long way to go. Dean Peña-Mora is right 
to seek a position at the University’s deci-
sion-making table, but the full measure of 
his success will be determined by whether 
SEAS students have a voice in all of the 
various offices meant to serve Columbia 
undergraduates.

That being said, it’s not only within the 
University that SEAS needs greater stature. 
Simply put, the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science does not have the same 
prestige as other top engineering schools. 
We are gratified by Dean Peña-Mora’s ef-
forts to promote SEAS within the national 
and international academic communities 
while keeping the school itself as small as 
possible. Dean Peña-Mora has made prog-
ress toward this end that was previously 
thought impossible. He managed to secure 
10 endowed chairs on Oct. 10, a goal that 
some trustees eyed with skepticism before 
it was achieved. He met the goals of the 
Capital Campaign, which had previously 

been struggling, in just one year, thus al-
lowing for these goals to be increased and 
the school’s aspirations pushed higher. 

All of these efforts contribute to “SEAS 
20/20,” an initiative that aims to improve 
SEAS’s standing in the eyes of alumni, pro-
spective students, and other academics and 
administrators. It is this initiative—simul-
taneously detailed, pragmatic, and vision-
ary—to which Dean Peña-Mora has dedi-
cated himself wholeheartedly—and, thus 
far, successfully.

There is, however, always room for 
further success, and this is particularly 
true when it comes to the relationship be-
tween SEAS and the wider world. Dean 

Peña-Mora’s efforts, generally speaking, 
work toward University President Lee 
Bollinger’s vision for a more global uni-
versity. Certainly, a universal focus is also 
in line with SEAS’s fundamental purpose. 
Dean Peña-Mora has said that SEAS stu-
dents will be the leaders of tomorrow’s 
scientific world—one that will desper-
ately need bright, well educated, enthu-
siastic young people to improve underde-
veloped areas. However, in spite of Dean 
Peña-Mora’s ongoing collaboration with 
the University’s global centers in Amman, 
Jordan, and Mumbai, India, his extensive 
travel abroad, and his intellectual sup-
port for practical engagement across the 
globe, there are not yet many ways for 
SEAS undergraduates to take advantage 
of Columbia’s ever-increasing globaliza-
tion. If Dean Peña-Mora wants to improve 
SEAS’s national and international image, 
and if he believes his school’s students re-
ally are the leaders of tomorrow, he must 
continue to look for ways to better coordi-
nate the efforts of the University’s global 
branches with SEAS and its undergradu-
ates, and to more effectively encourage en-
gineering students to study abroad, which 
is another ongoing initiative.

Ultimately, it will be the interest and 
passion of those students—both abroad 
and at home, in engineering and all other 
fields—that determine Dean Peña-Mora’s 
true success. He has raised money, put 
chairs in place, traveled the world, and 
brought prospective students to tears, but 
perhaps most notable is the new life and 
enthusiasm he has brought to SEAS. Dean 
Peña-Mora is fiercely proud of his school. 
But stop by any of his events with students 
(like last semester’s senior dinner, where 
guests received SEAS ties and scarves) and 
witness something truly surprising: His 
enthusiasm is starting to spread. SEAS is 
a unique institution on campus, across the 
country, and in the world. We congratu-
late Dean Peña-Mora on beginning to bring 
that message to every corner of the globe, 
but we also applaud him for reintroducing 
it to administrators, faculty, and students 
on this campus.

Dean 
Feniosky 
Peña-Mora

STAFF EDITORIAL

While he has certainly 
taken steps in the right 
direction, there is still a 
long way to go.

Grading the
Administrators
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BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

 
LOOKING FOR THIRD YEAR law stu-
dent or grad P/T for legal research. 
Contact Rosemarie at 1 (718) 265-
1872 or 1 (347) 598-7798 9 am-5 pm, 
7 days.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED 
Writer seeks P/T Assistant to help or-
ganize manuscript dealing with board 
game Scrabble. Must in interested in 
humorous poetry and should be free 
to work Sundays 12 to 4 pm. Email: 
matisse33@aol.com

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Impeccable credentials. Warm but di-
rect. UWS location. Columbia Student 
Health Insurance accepted. See www. 
juliemarcuse.com; (212) 873-1414.

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org 

TOGETHER SINCE HIGH SCHOOL 
with loving families nearby. Warm pro-
fessional couple will love and cherish 
your baby. Allowable expenses paid. 
Please call Kim 1 (877) 318-3250.

COLUMBIA AREA. Spacious 3 BR, 
2 bath. Exquisitely renov pre-war, win-
dowed office, custom cabinetry, W/D, 
CAT5 wiring, lux finishes. $1.139M, 
or for rent $5500. Lori Glick, LGlick@
stribling.com; (212) 585-4536.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
IVY LEAGUE ALUM seeks egg donor. 
Successful NY careerwoman. Married 
at 39, failed IVF’s, need an Egg Donor 
to bring another soul into the world. 
Jewish preferred: hopefulmom38@
yahoo.com. $10K winter break. Tax 
exempt

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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I have been 
struggling 

to sleep the 
past couple 
of days and I 
am sure you 
all know why. 
I could not be 
more excited 
for this week-
end’s special 
event. A hint: 
It happens 
just once a 
year and is 
only held at Columbia every other year. 
It’s time for the third annual “Cornell 
Saves Norries Wilson’s Job Classic” 
(Trademark, Lucas Shaw).

It was just two years ago that 
Nathan Ford inaugurated this sacred 
holiday by throwing four second-half 
interceptions. Last year, Ben Ganter 
and Stephen Liuzza raised the stakes, 
combining for six. How high can 
the Big Red go this year? Coach Jim 
Knowles can only guess, but if they hit 
eight, they’ll double this season’s total 
through eight games.

As much as this annual shindig 
means to me, there is actually some-
thing we should all be more excited for: 
Light Blue basketball starts up again, 
new coach and all.

Having been around the program 

the past three years, I grew to like 
former coach Joe Jones quite a bit. He 
was affable, caring, and surprisingly 
forthright—for a college coach, that is. 
What stood out above all was that his 
players clearly loved him. You could 
see the look on their faces at their final 
game and just know that whether or 
not Jones made them better basketball 
players, he impacted their lives in a 
positive way.

However, there is that whole basket-
ball thing and on the court, there were 
two trademarks of the Jones era: incon-
sistency and squandered opportunities. 
Yes, Jones pulled the program out of 
the gutter, and for that he deserves im-
mense gratitude. He brought in talent 
the Lions had not had in some time—in-
ferior to some other schools, but a big 
improvement nonetheless.

Still, the team crested at 7-7 in the 
Ivy League, hitting that mark three 
years in a row, before slipping back 
below .500 his final season. Was it 
that the other teams were just better? 
Maybe. Did injuries seem to ravage the 
roster every year? No question. But his 
teams seemed to turn the switch on and 
off without any control, looking like a 
potential Ivy champion one night and a 
doormat the next.

There was the year the team sat at 
6-3, one game out of first place. The 
next night, the Lions inexplicably lost 
at Yale—Jones never could beat his 
brother—and closed the season with 
a catastrophic home loss to a hapless 
Penn team. The year before that, the 
team sat at 7-4, poised for a top-three 
finish. Then, the Lions lost three in a 
row to finish, including a shellacking at 
home to … Dartmouth.

Like I said, inconsistent.
One cannot blame Jones entirely, but 

as we are constantly reminded by a cer-
tain propitious football coach, coaches 
have to prepare their team to play hard 
the whole game, every time.

This year, we begin a new era, one 
with a coach we don’t know a ton 
about. I will meet him for the first time 
this week and I can only hope he is as 
good a person and an interviewee as 
Jones.

Equally important is that Kyle Smith 
learns a few things from the Jones era, 
things that, in my humble opinion, 
precipitated the Lions’ exasperating 
inconsistency.

First off, set a rotation and stick with 
it. Week to week, Jones never seemed 
to use the same players in the same 
roles. Hell, not even game-to-game. It 
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One of the defining qualities of 
a great sports team is the ability to 
make the best of a bad situation. In 
May, the Columbia men’s tennis team 
went on the road to play No. 22 Wake 
Forest in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament. On paper, Columbia had 
a shot to score its first NCAA win in 
recent history, but injuries to the No. 2 
and 3 singles players, coupled with the 
fact that they hadn’t played a match in 
nearly a month, made the road much, 
much tougher. Injuries forced the 
squad to reshuffle its doubles lineup 
for the first time all season. Head coach 
Bid Goswami paired Kevin Kung and 
Nate Gery and put them at No. 2 dou-
bles. From there, a winning combina-
tion was formed.

“It was making sense to me last 
year,” Goswami said. “I felt it was by 
accident that it happened because 
Mihai [Nichifor] got hurt, he couldn’t 
play doubles.”

“Kevin was active at the net,” the 
coach continued. “I thought if I gave 
him Nate with his big serve, Kevin 
would take advantage of that. I kept 
that in the back of my mind and 
thought, let’s start off with them.”

Kung, a senior from Hong Kong, 
and Gery, a sophomore from Ontario, 
Canada, form quite a doubles team on 
the tennis court. Gery, a big-serving 
righty, is complemented by the left-
handed Kung, whose quick hands en-
able him to end points quickly and ef-
fectively up at net.

Kung and Gery played an impressive 
match against Wake Forest, leading 6-4 
when it was halted because the doubles 
point had been decided.

“That was the first time we played 
together,” Kung said, “and it worked 
out pretty well.”

“We didn’t lose any points because 
of miscommunication,” Gery added. 
“And for a new team, it’s important to 
understand and have a familiarity with 
your partner. We played the important 
points well.”

Aside from their incredible talent 
(both were ranked in the top 275 in 
the world as juniors), there are several 
factors on the court that make the duo 
effective.

“Nate’s serve and my poaching is one 
thing,” Kung said.

“We take care of our service games 
pretty well,” Gery said. “That allows us 
to really play our return games aggres-
sively, because we have confidence that 
we are going to hold.”

The duo was once again paired up in 
the fall as Goswami tried to recapture 
the success that the pair had against 
Wake Forest.

The results were great at first. 
They advanced to the semifinals of the 
Princeton Invitational “A” draw and 
lost to the top seed and eventual cham-
pion from Penn State, 8-5, although 
Columbia had numerous break chances 

early in the match to get ahead.
“They played a really good tourna-

ment the first tournament,” Goswami 
said. “I thought, wow, that was good!”

“We came into Princeton having 
confidence from playing well at Wake 
Forest,” Gery said. “Our second match 
was good, we beat a good team. We 
put some pressure on ourselves that 
we had won matches, and now it was 
time to beat a top team, but there were 
still positives to take away from that 
match.”

What followed, however, was a 
slump that lasted until this week-
end’s National Intercollegiate Indoor 
Championships. The duo struggled 
to win from mid-September until 
November, losing close matches almost 
every time.

“They were just not playing well,” 
Goswami said. “They played regionals 
as badly as you can play, it’s not a bad 
team [Sacred Heart], but they lost 8-3 
and it was not even close, so I thought 
we needed a change.”

“We were up 7-4 against Penn’s No. 
1 team at the National Tennis Center 
Invitational, and we lost a bad match,” 
Gery said. “Then against Dartmouth 
we were up a break, and we just didn’t 
close and finish. We were ahead and 
fell apart. We just weren’t taking care 
of our jobs at the end of matches, and 
then it became a slump, and then we 
didn’t play well.”

Kung points to a practice match of 
an example of how bad it got.

“In practice, we played Cyril and 
Tizian [Bucher], and their returns are 
just incredible. We lost at love every 
service game—we didn’t win a point 
when we served. We lost 6-0. It just 
started to break down our confidence.”

“Tennis is a mental sport,” he went 
on. “At first we played with nothing to 
lose and we started off well, but then 
we started to realize, ‘We’re good,’ and 
we started to put pressure to uphold 
our ranking or seeding in tournaments 
and it just spiraled.”

The duo had one last chance to get 
back on track in the fall, however, as ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MEANT TO BE |  After a slow start to the season, Nate Gery, above, and Kevin Kung 
reached another gear at the National Intercollegiate Indoor Championships.
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This year, we begin a 
new era, one with a 
coach we don’t know 
a ton about. I will 
meet him for the first 
time this week, and I 
can only hope he is as 
good a person and an 
interviewee as Jones.
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Everyone has midterms and finals 
to contend with, but members of the 
Columbia club water polo team are 
pretty much guaranteed to be busier 
than the rest of us this coming weekend. 
Fourteen of them are flying out to Utah 
on Thursday to compete in the National 
Collegiate Club Championships begin-
ning on Friday. 

A year ago, the Lions placed 11th in 
the same tournament, which was held in 
Gainesville, Fla. It was Columbia’s best 
finish at Nationals to date. Competition 
this weekend will consist of 15 regional 
champions from across the country plus 
Southern Utah University, which is host-
ing the event. Penn and Yale also won 
their geographic regions, so the Ivies will 
be well represented out West. 

“Our goal at the Nationals is to im-
prove on our record from last year,” team 
coach Igor Samardzija said in an email. 
“Basically, the first game is also the most 
important one, as only winners advance 
to quarterfinals and so on.”

Columbia’s opening matchup pits the 
Lions, who won the New York Division 
two weeks ago, against Texas, winner 
of the Texas Division. For the Lions to 
run the table, they’d have to beat Texas 
on Friday, win both their games on 
Saturday, and then finish it off in the 
championship match on Sunday.

Will Reid, a student in the Business 
School who earned all-tournament team 
honors in Florida last year, is hoping for 
a year-to-year improvement. 

“It would be a surprise to other teams 
and to ourselves if we do walk away with 

the national championship, but we have 
a pretty good shot of taking down Texas 
in our first-round game,” Reid said. 
“They are a very strong team, but we 
could surprise them. We’ve got an awful 
lot of offensive firepower and if we finish 
somewhere in the top four or five our-
selves we’d be pretty pleased with that.” 

With its victory over Cornell two 
weeks ago, Columbia has now captured 
the New York state title three years in 
a row.   

“Not a surprise to have won the New 
York tournament,” Reid said. “We felt 
we were a tier or two above most of our 
competition.” 

The club water polo team has a some-
what unique makeup. Representing one 
of five Ivy League schools without varsi-
ty water polo teams, the club has an abil-
ity to draw from Columbia’s huge and 
varied student body. Columbia’s strong 
graduate programs and many schools 
give the club an intrinsic advantage over 
much of the competition. 

“It’s a very diverse team,” Reid said. 
“Almost every other club team in the 
league is predominantly undergrads, but 
Columbia just gets lucky because it’s got 
so many high-powered grad programs 
that the starting lineup is more than half 
grad students.” 

Reid, who plays hole set for the Lions, 
finished his undergraduate degree at Yale 
in 2004 and then coached there for two 
years. He grew up in Greenwich, Conn., 
and has been playing water polo since 
the age of six. He credits the existence 
of a strong club water polo program here 
as a major factor in his decision to attend JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SHOT AND A GOAL |  Water polo hopes to improve on its 11th-place finish from a 
year ago at the National Collegiate Club Championships in Utah this weekend.

“We knew they were a 
good team—better and 
more experienced than 
we were. But that’s the 
thing about indoor 
doubles. With a good 
serve, anyone can beat 
anyone. ”

—Nathaniel Gery, CC ’13
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Water polo to take on nation’s best at weekend tournament in Utah
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