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A new Web site allows stu-
dents to propose activities 
to classmates with the goal 
of fostering community and 
building new friendships. 

Students are asking 
“Yo, you want to?“

A&E, page 3

Because Chris Morris-Lent 
knows that whatever you 
did is probably paradigmatic 
of the perpetual paradox of 
Columbia’s social scene.

I know what you did 
last weekend

Opinion, page 4

News, page 2

News around the clock
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Barnard bids adieu 
to their dorm room 
landlines, but Columbia 
figures it’s easier to stay 
plugged in. One Spectator 
reporter is on call. 

Home alone, with 
no phone 

Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

CROSS-COUNTRY champions

By Helen Bao
Columbia Daily Spectator

For attendees of the Native 
American Heritage Month kick-off 
Wednesday night, the evening was 
replete with cultural reflection—as 
well as fry bread and Indian tacos.

With a Native American-style 
banquet and speakers on hand in 
Barnard Hall, students and faculty 
celebrated the beginning of the 
month dedicated to appreciation 
of American Indian culture. 

The presence of Native American 
studies has expanded on campus 
recently, especially with the addition 
of Audra Simpson to the Columbia 
anthropology department. While she 
is somewhat new to the Columbia 
scene, her pilot classes have been 
well attended, indicating a growing 
interest in the area. “I was stunned 
by my enrollments,” she said in an 
interview earlier this semester.

Simpson was the keynote speaker 
Wednesday, where she touched on her 

research as an anthropologist—one 
that emphasizes “the way we think 
about citizenship, nationality, indige-
nality,” she has previously said—and 
stressed the importance of having a 
particular month set aside to reflect 
on her Native American heritage in 
addition to an ongoing celebration 
of American Indian culture.

Native American Heritage 
Month co-coordinators John 
Hudson Haney, CC ’11, and Halley 
Hair, CC ’11, have planned events 
for the coming month that will 
explore heritage through music, 
food, dance, and other events.

“In past years, we focused on 
stereotypes or arts, but this year we 
wanted to keep it a little more local,” 
Hair said. She and Haney had been 
reading a book called “Indians in 
Unexpected Places,” an essay col-
lection about Native Americans in 
the early 20th century, and drew 
inspiration from it for this year’s 

SEE heritage, page 2

Frontiers of Science up 
for evaluation, renewal

By Amber Tunnell
Spectator Staff Writer

Frontiers of Science—the most 
recent addition to Columbia’s Core 
Curriculum—is undergoing its 
review after its initial five-year 
period to determine if it should 
still remain in the Core, and will 
most likely be renewed.

Frontiers, the required science 
course in the Core, was developed 
by astronomy department chair 
David Helfand and Darcy Kelley, 
the Harold Weintraub Professor of 
Biological Sciences. It piloted during 
the 2002-2003 academic year to “in-
troduce students to exciting ideas at 
the forefront of scientific research” 
and to “inculcate in them the habits 
of mind common to a scientific ap-
proach to the world,” according to 
the program’s Web site. The course 
became a part of the Core in 2005, 
and is taken by freshmen.

According to Kathryn Yatrakis, 
Dean of Academic Affairs for 
Columbia College, the University’s 
review process to evaluate how the 
course meets Core standards “has 
not yet been completed but the ex-
pectation is that Frontiers of Science 
will be renewed.” In addition, she 
said that the committees conduct-
ing the review-the Committee on 
Science Instruction, the Committee 
on the Core, and the Committee 
on Instruction-are working with 
the faculty leaders of Frontiers of 
Science, who continuously revise 
the course each semester.

Donald Hood, chair of Frontiers 
and the James F. Bender Professor of 

Psychology, said the general objec-
tives and format of the course have 
not changed since the beginning. 
But, he said, they have “constantly 
modified various aspects” of the 
course each semester-including 
the lectures, the readings, and the 
weekly assignments—based on 
student feedback.

The course includes a weekly 
lecture given by one of four different 
scientists, who each give three lec-
tures in different disciplines-ranging 
from evolution to astronomy to 
neuroscience to climate change-
throughout the semester. This lecture 
is supplemented with a small seminar 
class each week, which is capped at 
about 20 students. The seminar sec-
tion includes weekly assignments 
and readings that culminate in a 
midterm and final exam. 

Last year, Hood said that stu-
dents complained they were not 
prepared for the assignments, which 
were too long and complex. So 
this year, Frontiers assignments 
are “shorter” and “cleaner,” and 
have a “much smaller effect on 
the grade” in an effort to focus on 
their “pedagogical value.” Hood 
said that these assignments now 
mainly assess students based on 
“their participation in seminar and 
their performance on quizzes.”

Still, many students remain 
critical. Derek Turner, CC ’12, 
a student who took the class 
during the fall of 2008, believes 
that “unless the entire course is 
overhauled, Frontiers of Science 

SEE Frontiers, page 2

Health care reform hits home
By Aaron Kiersh

Spectator Staff Writer

The low- to middle-income 
communities in West Harlem and 
Morningside Heights have a partic-
ular stake in the health care reform 
plans pending in Congress.

The f ive 
congressional 
committees 
that oversee 
health care is-
sues have each 
proposed a 
distinct bill, 
which leaders 
must merge 
into a single, 
cohesive piece of legislation that 
can be sent to the Oval Office for 
the approval of President Barack 
Obama. The bills are similar in 
some areas, proposing more money 
for Medicaid, the federal health 
care program for low-income 
Americans. But paradoxically, 
such a measure could actually hurt 
locals here, as New York state is 
one of the most generous Medicaid 
providers in the country and might 
lose money under the formulae 
drawn up by legislators.

Yet local advocates suggest low- 
and middle-income New Yorkers 
may benefit from the subsidies and 
insurance industry regulations in-
cluded in the proposed bills. All five 
bills provide some level of subsidies 
to middle-class families and cre-
ate a system of health insurance 
exchanges, which would theoreti-
cally encourage increased compe-
tition and lower prices. All but the 
Senate Finance Committee version 

contain a government-funded “pub-
lic option”—which would main-
tain the private health insurance 
industry but offer a nationalized 
option—intended to drive down 
drug and insurance costs.

Some of New York’s federal rep-
resentatives have taken leading roles 
in crafting the public option and 
defending the controversial pro-
posal from attacks. Senator Charles 
Schumer and Representative 
Charles Rangel of Harlem, both 
Democrats, have emerged as key 
spokesmen for the public option, 
which is favored by most of their 
fellow Congressional Democrats 
but opposed by some moderates 
and the majority of Republicans. 
Schumer sits on the Senate Finance 
Committee, which drafted a lead-
ing bill associated with Finance 
Committee chairman Max Baucus 
(D-Mont.), and Rangel chairs the 
influential House Committee on 
Ways and Means.

“The public health insurance 
option would be one of many op-
tions in the new Health Insurance 
Exchange created by the House 
bill, designed to encourage com-
petition and control costs for 
families and individuals,” said 
Rangel, whose district spans all of 
northern Manhattan, including the 
Columbia campus, in an e-mail to 
Spectator. “When insurance plans 
compete, patients win with better 
choices and better prices.”

Despite taking a number of 
moderate and conservative posi-
tions in the past, Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand—who holds the seat 
formerly occupied by Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton—also 

supports the public option.
“I am continuing to push for a 

robust public plan that can com-
pete with private insurance and 
drive down costs for everyone,” she 
wrote in an email. “The status quo 
of unaffordable health care and lack 
of access is unacceptable, and now 
is the time for real action. I remain 
committed to working with the 
administration and my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to fix our 
broken health care system.”

Even after five months of heated 
debate in Washington, the final 
shape of health care reform has 
yet to emerge. Glaring contrasts 
in subsidy amounts, stringency of 
regulations, and the public option 
remain among the five committee 
bills. And while the White House 
has called health care reform its 
number-one legislative priority 
for 2009, Obama has yet to express 
support for one proposal over the 
others, leading some to question 
his decisiveness and commitment 
to those left behind by the current 
health care system. Yet the nature 
of the legislative process means the 
nature of the final product may not 
be wholly in his hands.

Medicaid matters

One reform measure that has 
garnered near-universal support 
is expanding Medicaid, a 45-year-
old federal program that provides 
health coverage for Americans at or 
below the poverty line. While law-
makers have traditionally targeted 
Medicaid when seeking to pare 

SEE hEalth care, page 2

Arts Initiative moves to School of the Arts 
By Christine Jordan 
and Joy Resmovits

Columbia Daily Spectator 

On Sunday, the integration of the 
Columbia University Arts Initiative 
into the School of the Arts—one of 
Columbia’s graduate schools—went 
into effect.  

On a structural level, this means 
that the AI, headed by Director 
Gregory Mosher, will report to SoA 
Dean Carol Becker. This replaces 
Mosher’s direct line to University 
President Lee Bollinger, in whose 
office the Initiative was housed. 
Tangibly, the specific ramifica-
tions of the integration remain 
unclear. Officials say they will be 
resolved in continuing conversa-
tions and that the transition will 
have minimal visible effects. 

“This has been in the air for a 
while,” Mosher said in an inter-
view. “I owe the president a life. 
If he asks me to make a change, I 
will certainly do everything I can 
to make it work.”

Proponents of the shift couch it 
as administrative thrift unimport-
ant to the student-oriented aspects 
of the AI. “It won’t mean anything 

for the initiatives that the Arts 
Initiative does, the services which 
directly affect the undergraduates,” 
Becker said. “It’s just an administra-
tive restructuring of who it reports 
to, and where it’s housed, conceptu-
ally. … It’s a shift of administrative 
reporting lines.”

University President Lee 
Bollinger affirmed his rationale 
in an interview. “There’s no change 
in the Arts Initiative,” he said of 
the office that was officially di-
rectly under his purview. “Since 
I never had a lot of time to spend 
on it, Provost Alan Brinkley did 
a lot of oversight.”  

The change in reporting lines 
comes now, he said, because “we’ve 
had a transition in the provost 
position” as Claude Steele began 
his tenure in that post. “Both 
Claude and I can’t give it the time 
it needs, and Carol [Becker] is 
great and special.” 

But between the news that the 
integration would indeed occur 
and Bollinger’s clarification, con-
cerns built up around the issue. 
A breakdown in communication, 
it seems, between administrators 
and the students they serve led to 

assumptions among all parties, 
some which officials derided for 
lacking a factual basis. 

Upon request from Spectator, a 
University spokesperson released a 
statement announcing the AI’s “in-
tegration” with “a dynamic School 
of the Arts.” The statement called it 
merely an administrative move “that 
further strengthen[s] the centrality 
of the arts.” Students fretted that 
the issue would not have become 
public otherwise. 

These students and alumni wor-
ried that sequestering a University-
wide program known for its success 
among undergraduates might pre-
vent the AI from moving forward.  
They formed the Advocates of the 
Arts Initiative, a group that is pro-
testing what they call the “clandes-
tine and un-inclusive” nature of the 
integration, which occurred quietly 
over fall break.

Aries Dela Cruz, GS ’09, gath-
ered Columbians invested in the 
arts to form the group, “to engage 

the administration so students can 
be included in decisions that affect 
arts programming,” he said. 

He added, “What we are sim-
ply asking is for him [Bollinger] 
to bring these [University-wide] 
interests into alignment with the 
actual practices on the ground, and 
for us this means a meaningful effort 
on the part of the administration 
to include representatives of com-
munities that might be affected by 
major decisions.”

In response to concerns about 
the quiet decision, Becker said that 
this did not seem important enough 
to blast students with what she saw 
as simply administrative change. “I 
don’t think anybody thought it was 
changing what was going to happen 
for students in any substantial way,” 
she said. “Administrative restruc-
turings happen all the time in insti-
tutions. Students are probably not 

SEE CUArts, page 2

Columbia celebration will focus 
on history, heritage in New York 

Native American 
month begins

“The day I moved into 
my room, I unplugged 
the phone and put it in 
my closet. That’s where it 
has been sitting collecting 
dust ever since.” 

EVENTS

Jazz, Dessert, Impact

Take Back the Night hosts 
a night of drinking to 
support a domestic 
violence shelter. Plus, 
there’s free stuff: 
condoms, lube, and 
even stickers.

1020, 9 p.m.

Drink for your rights

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Community Impact hosts 
its fifth annual Earl Jam, 
featuring Corey King’s 
band Rocklike. Desserts 
will be served.

Lerner Party Space, 
9:30-11  p.m.

—Jon Sisti, CC ’12, 
about his dorm 

room phone

Lila Neiswanger / Senior staff photographer
art power  |  When the University moved the Columbia Arts Initiative 
under the auspices of the School of the Arts, students crafted opposition.

Jose Giralt for Spectator
Conference Champs  | The men’s cross country team edged out Princeton by just one point at the 
Ivy League Heptagonal Cross Country Championshps on Friday.  See page 7 for the full story.

This is the first story in a two-part 
series. See tomorrow’s Spectator 
for another take on this story.

Taking
theLocal

Pulse



is a major detriment to the Core.”
He added, “Its structure makes 

the class into a rotation between 
dull lectures about potentially fas-
cinating ‘big picture’ concepts and 
lengthy discussion sections that 
revolve around nit-picky home-
work assignments that don’t really 
relate to the large concepts put 
forth in lecture.”

Hood said he wished that he 
had taken a course like this when 
he was in college and that it prob-
ably would have changed his major 
from neuroscience to the physical 
sciences. Being able to teach the 
course and learn about the other 
aspects of science has “substan-
tially increased my enjoyment of 
the news and the newspapers I 
read,” he said, while adding that 

he finds something in the paper 
every day relating to something 
he learned from Frontiers.  

But according to Turner, 
“Frontiers stands out to me as 
my least enjoyed class I’ve had 
at Columbia. I am sure there is a 
place for science in the Core, but 
Frontiers is not fitting the bill. The 
more general science requirement 
does the job fine.”

David Kagan, CC ’02 and a 
postdoctoral science fellow for 
Frontiers since the fall of 2007, said 
that when he was an undergradu-
ate, he “felt it was odd that the Core 
had such a strong program in the 
humanities and a relatively weak 
science component.” He thought 
at the time that “a strong science-
based component to the Core could 
help reinforce the other elements 
of the Core.”

Now, “from an instructor’s per-
spective” he believes “the course is 
phenomenally stimulating.”

“I went from having a pretty nar-
row specialization in a very popular, 
but esoteric area of physics [string 
theory], to learning a tremendous 
amount about many other fasci-
nating subjects, and I continue to 
do so from semester to semester,” 
he said, adding that “The course is 
not perfect, of course. It is ambi-
tious and novel, teaching not only 
‘what science is,’ but how science 
fits into our world, and how we can 
use scientific frames of thinking to 
deal with problems.”

Although Kagan has heard “more 
compliments than complaints” about 
Frontiers, he believes that “most fre-
quent criticism” he hears from stu-
dents is that they do not understand 
how the different parts of the course 

relate to one another. He believes 
that this is “the major issue that the 
faculty contends with.”

Another criticism Kagan said 
that he has heard from the “more 
science-oriented students” is that 
the course is “too broad” because it 
doesn’t “go deeply into any one area.” 
But, he said that “the flip-side is that 
some students feel there is too much 
detail and that we should approach 
things even more broadly.”

Shane Strumwasser, CC ’12, 
who took Frontiers in fall 2008, 
felt that the discussion sections 
seemed too long, saying he “didn’t 
find the two hours to be necessary.” 
He also thought that the “appli-
cations of the skills we learned 
seemed random.” 

Still, in all, Strumwasser feels that 
Frontiers was a “cool experience.” 
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Barnard drops dorm phones, Columbia hung up on safety 
By Amanda Evans

Columbia Daily Spectator 

When it comes to dorm lan-
dlines, Barnard says goodbye, 
Columbia still says hello.

Phones continue to run in 
dorm rooms at both Columbia 
and Barnard, but as these landlines 
become increasingly obsolete, each 
school is reassessing their value.

Matt Kingston, associate di-
rector for Housing Operations at 
Barnard, noted that dorm phone 
use has decreased significantly 
in the past several years, primar-
ily because most students have 
cell phones. And while visitors to 
Barnard dorms had previously been 
able to call up to a student’s room 
to be signed in over the phone, the 
school scrapped that policy this 
year. Phones were removed this 
summer from Cathedral Gardens, 
and by next year, Residential Life 
hopes to have the rest taken out 

of the remaining dorms. Instead, 
there will be one phone installed 
per hallway for emergencies and 
safety reasons only.

Kathryn Altomonte, BC ’09, said 
that while at Barnard, she used her 
phone often to let guests up to her 
room, and “I can’t imagine what 
it would be used for now that you 
can’t do it.”

Columbia’s director of residence 
halls, Joyce Jackson said that, though 
she knows students now primarily 
use cell phones, the dorm phones 
are still necessary.

Not every student provides his or 
her cell phone number to residential 
housing, and not everyone owns 
a cell phone, Jackson explained, 
meaning that there are still some 
who would only be reachable by 
their landlines. “If we were to get 
rid of the phones, we would have 
to ensure that every single student 
has provided their cell phone num-
ber,” she said.

There are also safety purposes 
for keeping landlines in—if a stu-
dent calls from a dorm phone, 
public safety can automatically 
pinpoint the location, while they 
are unable to do so with cell phone 
calls. Also, Columbia residence 
hall desk attendants still call up to 
notify a student about a package 
or guest, though Barnard does not 
have this system.

But students on both sides of 
Broadway said they no longer 
saw much use for phone lines in 
their rooms. 

“I can’t name one person I know 
who has used it or plans on using it,” 
Lalit Gurnani, CC ’11 said.

“Do those things even work?” 
asked Jon Sisti, CC ’12. “The day I 
moved into my room, I unplugged 
the phone and put it in my closet. 
That’s where it has been sitting col-
lecting dust ever since.” 

Four years ago, Barnard had 
ROLM phones—the University 

phone system installed over 20 
years ago—with one per room. 
While Columbia still keeps the 
ROLM phones in their dorms, 
Barnard switched to a different 
phone system two years ago that 
has been significantly less expen-
sive. A computer in the basement of 
Altschul now connects all the lines, 
and every room is equipped with 
a phone, as opposed to the previ-
ous one per suite. (At Columbia, 
Jackson said removing the phones 
would actually cost more than 
leaving them, in case there are 
replacement expenses.)

Despite the financial breaks in 
the new system, Kingston said it is 
still a shame that “such an amount of 
money is being spent on something 
students are not using.”  

 “I lived in a four-person quad 
last year,” Kaylin Marcotte, BC ’12, 
said. “Not one of us used the phone 
even once.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Frontiers from front page

federal and state budgets, lowering 
the eligibility requirements could 
reduce the estimated 47 million 
uninsured Americans.

All five proposed bills would ex-
tend Medicaid to families whose total 
incomes are at or below 133 percent 
of the poverty line. This could have 
a big impact on Harlem, where in 
2008 The New York Times reported 
the average income for a family of 
four was $30,000—136 percent of 
the $22,050 poverty line.

Medicaid is heavily used in West 
Harlem and Morningside Heights. 
According to Jeff Jacomowitz, spokes-
man for St. Luke’s, nearly a quarter 
of the patients at St. Luke’s Hospital 
in the past 12 months paid for their 
treatments with Medicaid, and an 
additional 15 percent were covered 
by a Medicaid health maintenance 
organization (HMO). Fewer than 20 
percent of patients were covered by 
private insurance plans.

Across Amsterdam Avenue at 
Town Drug Pharmacy, located on 
the corner of West 113th Street, 
manager Julia Abramson estimated 
that 95 percent of daily customers 
are Medicaid recipients.

But the reform proposals in 
Washington will not “change 
Medicaid or Medicare as they 
currently exist,” according to Bob 
Cohen, policy director for Citizen 
Action of New York, an advocacy 
group affiliated with the national or-
ganization Health Care for America 
Now. Medicare is the equivalent 
federal health care program for 
senior citizens.

Cohen added that because the bills 
would provide additional funds to 
states commensurate to the number 
of newly eligible Medicaid recipients, 
New York would not benefit sig-
nificantly from reform. While some 
states’ Medicaid programs only insure 
families with incomes up to 67 per-
cent of the poverty line, New York’s 
standard—ranging from 100 to 133 
percent—is already more generous.

Follow the subsidies

One area in which reform could 
have a real impact for New Yorkers is 
in middle-income subsidies. Kathleen 
Stoll, director of health policy for 

pro-reform advocacy group Families 
USA, lauded the subsidies proposed 
in the House and Senate bills.

“We’ve got improved subsidies on 
the Senate side,” Stoll said. “Families 
will really be protected from spend-
ing so much on health care.”

Under the Senate Finance 
Committee bill, families with in-
comes up to 400 percent of the pov-
erty line would have to spend no 
more than 12 percent of their annual 
income on health insurance.

“There will also be additional 
protections for low-income people, 
especially in terms of caps on out-of-
pocket costs,” Stoll said. She added that 
the House bills contain slightly more 
generous subsidies than the Senate 
proposals, but Cohen countered, “The 
House bills—the most expansive, best 
bills from our perspective—do not 
provide enough subsidies.”

Some groups unequivocally back 
one vision of reform over another. 
Francesca Mueller, a spokesperson 
for Community Service Society New 
York, said her organization supports 
the House proposals, all of which 
include the public option.

“We are looking at the afford-
ability scales that they propose, 
and the issues of what subsidies 
people would get,” Mueller said. 
“The House committees’ bills are 
much more generous.”

CSSNY’s ideal vision of health care 
reform would involve a “single-payer” 
system, in which the government 
would become the sole insurance 
provider, ending the private health 
insurance industry. Mueller conceded, 
though, that a single-payer proposal 
is not politically realistic this year, and 
said the current proposals are “a start 
to work towards that.” She added that 
New York politicians have been recep-
tive to the group’s concerns.

“We want policymakers to look 
long and hard at affordability, and 
bring down premium and out-of-
pocket costs,” she said. “Schumer’s 
been pretty interested in what we’ve 
shown with respect to affordability 
scales. Some of the officials—like 
Anthony Weiner (D-Queens) and 
Rangel—have been listening and 
receptive to our concerns about 
how this will affect New York spe-
cifically. Is there a true champion? 
That would be harder to say.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

New Yorkers anticipate 
health care reform’s impact

Frontiers of Science will likely be renewed as Core class

even aware that things that used to 
report to the provost are no longer 
reporting to the provost.” 

Likewise, Bollinger said, “no-
body should be concerned. They 
should not be concerned about a 
change in content or substance.” 

Arts Initiative history

The AI, established by Bollinger 
in 2004, encompasses student and 
alumni programs that provide ac-
cess to arts in the city. The Initiative 
also works to increase the visibility 
of arts on campus, by doing things 
like hosting high-profile figures 
such as Vaclav Havel. 

“I set this up because I wanted a 
University-wide focus on the arts at 
Columbia,” Bollinger said. “In some 
ways, we’re only beginning.”

When the damage of the re-
cession materialized last year, the 
AI was told to anticipate a 10- to 
15-percent cut from its entire bud-
get, a casualty of its status as a unit 
within the president’s office.

As a result, the Initiative 
planned to scale back a few staple 
programs and tweak existing 
ones to save money. Still, the 
Ticket and Information Center 
sold its one hundred-thousandth 
ticket last semester, and the 
alumni program saw a signifi-
cant increase in participation. 
And this fall, the staff launched 
ArtsLink, a program that con-
nects classrooms with arts re-
sources throughout the city.

Defining integration 

At this point, the term integra-
tion simply signifies an adminis-
trative move. Aside from general 
assurances that the change will 
do as little harm as possible to the 
Initiative’s programming, the ac-
tual implications of the move are 
anybody’s best guess. 

Becker sees the shift as a stabi-
lizer for the AI, and believes that 
bringing a University-wide program 
under the roof of a consolidated 
school is a guarantor of its conti-
nuity. “The arts have never been a 
central player at Columbia,” she 
said. “Everyone wants to see that 
be stronger. For the Arts Initiative, 
this will secure its future, and make 
it part of a much larger entity that, 
when things get rough, the things on 
the periphery are eliminated.” 

Bollinger stressed that the fi-
nances of both the AI and SoA 
are completely divorced from the 
merger. “It has no significance on al-
tering the initiative,” he said. “There 
were no financial reasons.” 

“I told the president that I will 
try to make this work,” Mosher 
said. “When I talk to the dean I 
think we’ll all have a better sense 
of what it is.” 

About further cuts, Becker 
anticipates “a conversation with 
Gregory [Mosher] and his staff,” 
she said.

Located uptown in Prentis Hall, 
the AI operates with an independent 
staff. “We don’t see any changes in 
staff now,” Becker said. “It could be 
down the road. We don’t see people 

losing their jobs at all. I have no 
agenda about that.”

“The Arts Initiative costs a lot of 
money to do,” she added. “It’s a very 
generous thing that the University 
does, and it does not necessarily pay 
for itself,” she said. “I don’t want to 
get into the details of that but let’s 
just say that the University was very 
generous in setting it up, which costs 
a considerable amount.”

The fallout 

Darcy Zacharias, CC ’10, who 
is also president of the Columbia 
Musical Theatre Society and was a 
producer of the 115th Annual Varsity 
Show, is working for AI’s Arts Squad 
for her third semester. 

Though Bollinger and Becker 
stressed that there would be few 
changes on the programming 
level, Zacharias and others in the 
Advocates group were left with few 
answers, and worried that the AI’s 
movement to SoA could limit the 
AI’s scope. Specifically, Zacharias 
noted the Gatsby Charitable 
Foundation Student Arts Support 
Fund, which helps undergraduate 
artists produce non-academic proj-
ects with grants ranging on average 
from $250 to $1500.

“It’s not just the money—it’s 
resources as well,” she said, noting 
the marketing and networking 
help AI staffers give grant recipi-
ents. She senses that the Gatsby 
money’s use won’t change, but 
is unclear about the future of its 
other aspects. She added, “I work 
at CUArts, and there’s been zero 

information from the School of the 
Arts about what they intend to do 
with any of the programs.” 

Though the specifics have not 
yet been hammered out, Becker 
reassured students that under-
graduate-focused programs would 
continue. “We surely intend … that 
the School of the Arts will become 
even more involved in the under-
graduate curriculum, and that the 
relationship will also strengthen the 
Arts Initiative,” Becker said.

Still, Advocates wonder how 
the AI, which caters to all students, 
can function within a graduate 
school. “What’s been the breadth 
and scope of their undergradu-
ate student programming?” Dela 
Cruz, of Advocates of the Arts 
Initiative, asked. “We feel as though 
the School of the Arts may not 
necessarily be the proper home 
for the Columbia University Arts 
Initiative. … Now it’s sort of incar-
cerated, cast down in the graduate 
student school that in previous 
years seems like it hasn’t done any 
sort of undergraduate outreach.”

This fall, 896 undergraduates 
registered for SoA classes, but not 
all are open to them. 

In response, Becker conceded 
that SoA “is predominantly the 
graduate school,” but added, “It has 
had a very strong undergraduate 
writing program. It hasn’t built 
itself as a strong undergraduate 
program in the arts. The balance 
of what we do will grow. I want 
to see us build a stronger under-
graduate program.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Arts Initiative, meet the Graduate School of the Arts
CUARTS from front page
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theme: “Native New York: Indigenous 
in the City.”

They then worked to organize a 
set of events that would emphasize 
different types of natives and the ways 
they form communities in the city.

Berkley Brady, a film student in 
the School of the Arts, said she en-
joyed the warmth—and especially 
the food—of the opening ceremony 
banquet, and thought it reflected the 
spirit of the month.

“It was very generous. The at-
mosphere was very comfortable in 

comparison to other more politicized 
events,” she said.

Upcoming events include a 
panel discussion on the legacy of 
Thanksgiving, as well as the Native 
Arts Festival later in November. 
Programming for Native American 
Heritage Month will run through 
the end of the month and conclude 
with a Dec. 1 closing ceremony in 
Lerner Hall.

Co-coordinator Haney noted, 
“Native American Heritage Month 
allows us to reflect on the past and 
look toward the future.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Heritage Month kicks 
off at Columbia

heritage from front page



By Jason Bell
Columbia Daily Spectator

When time and food clash, the 
former typically wins, resulting in 
hurried lunches and pathetic dinners. 
Yet, with a little creativity, midterms 
don’t have to mean mediocre meals.

One reality of long hours in the li-
brary is frequent snacking. After all, 
the alternative—passing out in a food 
coma after a large meal— seriously 
impairs reading retention. For quick 
study breaks, try bagels. Perfectly 
baked, eggy, and dense bagels 
never need toasting or messy 
globs of cream cheese like 
the supermarket vari-
ety. Eaten unadulter-
ated, the best qual-
ity bagels deliver 
a sustaining surge 
of carbohydrates with-
out the need for extensive 
preparation. 

The most skillfully crafted ba-
gels in New York, H&H, are available 
for purchase on the Upper West Side. 
Stick to the plain variety, as the com-
pany’s intensely chewy, yeasty dough 
never requires additional toppings.

Another option in the pantheon 

of study snacks, yogurt offers a get-
full-quick fix for starving students. In 
recent years, an inf lux of Greek-style 
yogurts has saturated the market. These 
products, super thick and indulgently 
creamy, set like concrete in 
the stomach, al-
lowing hours 
of unin-
ter-

rupted communion with Herodotus. 
Chobani and Fage, two “authentic” 

brands, pale in comparison to Siggi’s. 
Actually an Icelandic, not Greek treat, 
Siggi’s “skyr” tastes bracingly sour, al-
most curdling the tongue. Such a pun-

ishing (and nutritionally rich) 
snack should be criminal.

Not all midterms meals 
need to be 

taken 

in Butler. Hidden deep within the 
Village’s twisting streets, Rockmeisha, 
an izakaya, or Japanese tapas bar, 
looks like a gangster lair and serves 
small plates to those looking to escape 
looming exams. 

R id i ng t he subway dow n to 
Christopher Street seems worthwhile, 
though, if only to sample the restau-
rant’s tonsoku. Translating as “pork 
toe,” tonsoku arrives charred and 
sitting in a pool of vinegar-laced soy. 
Molten fat drips off the bones, and 

every transcendent slurp of ge-
latinous cartilage transports the 

eater far away from university 
life. Other highlights include 

grilled mackerel featur-
ing f lakes of smoky, oily 
f lesh cut with freshly 
squeezed l ime juice, 

and okra served under 
a pillowy cluster of dried 

bonito f lakes.
Overwhelmed with tests and 

papers, students need fast and re-
assuring food to alleviate growing 

stress. Whether munching on bagels, 
spooning down cultured dairy prod-
ucts of all kinds, or simply sucking on 
a pig toe, students can find comfort in 
the most surprising of places.

“No girls 
allowed” in  
buddy films

Though 
inde-
pendent 

cinema often 
features women 
in complex 
leading roles, 
the major-
ity of parts 
available for 
female actors 
in mainstream 

Hollywood movies are supporting 
roles, often accessories to strong male 
counterparts. In such films, female 
characters are designed based on the 
assumption that, in order to profit 
at the box office, films must engage 
male viewers sexually.

Films that feature unnecessary 
female characters are often those de-
picting a strong relationship between 
two men—frequently characterized 
by homoerotic subtext. In that case, a 
female love interest is included only to 
mask the movie’s subversive approach 
to gender norms. Perhaps the best-
known example of this type of movie 
is “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid.” The relationship between Paul 
Newman and Robert Redford far 
eclipses the relationship of either man 
with Katharine Ross.

“Gattaca” depicts a futuristic world 
so dominated by genetic engineer-
ing that Ethan Hawke, playing a 
man conceived naturally, is utterly 
marginalized. In order to become an 
astronaut, he assumes the identity and 
the genetic makeup of a biologically 
“superior” man (Jude Law) who hap-
pens to be crippled. 

The relationship between the two 
men is deeply warped and also utterly 
engrossing. Law’s character is self-
absorbed and pathetic, and despite 
being wheelchair-bound and wan, 
his performance ignites the movie. 
He hungers for Hawke’s experiences, 
while Hawke covets Law’s genes. Their 
dynamic is narcissistically homoerotic, 
unsettling, and startlingly fresh.

It is then disappointing that the 
story shies away from Law’s character 
and shifts focus to the gratuitously 
beautiful Uma Thurman, with whom 
Hawke is supposedly in love, although 
she possesses little in the way of per-
sonality. In fact, her only distinguish-
ing characteristic is her mild heart 
condition, which leads her to believe 
that she is physically weak. While 
“Butch Cassidy” can get away with 
Ross’ presence for much of the film, 
she does little to advance the plot but 
is at least a fully-formed individual. 
Thurman’s character in “Gattaca” is 
sleep-inducing.

On the other hand, the popular 
“Pineapple Express” represents by far 
the best approach to gender I have 
seen in the genre. Seth Rogen dates a 
stereotypical hot, blonde girl through-
out the film, and we get the sense that 
she is not a total airhead. Her gravest 
sin, in fact, is being foolish enough 
to date such a consummate loser. 
But since the filmmakers are smart 
enough to know we don’t really care 
about her, they don’t even try to make 
her interesting or important. They 
move on to bigger and better things, 
specifically Rogen’s pot dealer friend, 
played with an almost graceful mania 
by James Franco.

Their relationship is what makes 
the movie work—instead of sup-
pressing its homosexual subtext, 
“Pineapple Express” embraces it. 
Though gay jokes pervade, it does 
not cast gay people in a derogatory 
light. Instead, the movie twists the 
gags to positively illustrate Rogen and 
Franco’s dynamic. 

This phenomenon is not limited to 
the buddy movie. Sometimes, movies 
are driven by nothing but testos-
terone. This does not make them 
bad, sexist, or inaccessible to female 
viewers, but it does make them about 
men—”The Departed,” for one. 

The film’s only female character, 
played by Vera Farmiga, is so poorly 
forced into the plot that she serves 
as the love interest for both Matt 
Damon’s dirty cop and Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s undercover spy. She is 
bad at both her job and her personal 
life. Worst of all, like Thurman in 
“Gattaca,” she is boring. Her physical 
and psychological presence onscreen 
is nondescript. Watching her interac-
tions with the vividly rendered male 
characters is simply depressing.

But without her, only the women 
in the audience would be sexually sat-
isfied. She is a discouraging reminder 
of why mainstream movies are made, 
and for whom they are meant.

Morgan Davies is a Barnard 
College sophomore majoring in 

English. A Film of Her Own runs 
alternate Thursdays. 

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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Columbia students say ‘yo’ to a new meet-up site
By Christine Jordan
Senior Staff Writer

Finding someone to look at your 
belly button is not always easy. With 
the help of a new meet-up Web site, Yo 
You Want To, however, it may be easier 
than students think.

The Web site, which officially opened to 
the public in October, facilitates spontane-
ous offline meet-ups for students. Users 
need to register at columbia.yoyouwantto.
com with a Columbia e-mail address to 
begin posting and responding to Columbia 
“yo”s,” or online calls for buddies to join 
them in anything from concert-going, 
to Starbucks-drinking, to the perennial 
favorite, belly button-looking. 

Founder Nikhil Nirmel, a 2008 grad-
uate of University of Pennsylvania who 
transferred from New York University, 
admitted that the belly button post 
was “one of the first ones that we put 
up as a test that we just kind of left 
up there,” but that the simple and 
somewhat gimmicky design of YYWT 

has serious advantages for students 
looking to explore a city of endless 
entertainment.

“It gives you an opportunity to reach 
out to a whole bunch of people that share 
your interests,” Nirmel said. “There were a 
lot of things I wanted to do at school like, 
you know, going to concert or trying a 
new restaurant, and other people would 
have wanted to do that with me.”

Isaac Nyarko, CC ’13, signed up with 
similar motives in mind—to branch out 
and meet other new students with whom 
he could explore the area. For one, he 
said that he “wanted to find the popular 
places to eat around Columbia.” But, as 
some Columbians attest, social circles 
quickly become isolated, and finding 
the group to do such things with is not 
always an easy task.

“While we do have a campus, our 
real campus is Manhattan and the other 
boroughs,” YYWT user Alex Mendez, CC 
’13, said. “This [Web site] might serve to 
better unite students with similar tastes 
who might go the entire four years without 

even meeting.”
And when posting, students can 

branch out as litt le or as much as 
they’d like—users have the option to 
control how many spots are available 
for their ‘yo’s, as well as limit them 
to residents of certain dorms and 
students in specific class years. Still, 
many discussion board-based meet-up 
Web sites like YYWT and its larger-
scale predecessor CraigsList have 
historically been met with popular 
apprehension given the ease of deceiv-
ing people over the Internet.

“CraigsList is a little higher on the 
creepy scale, because it [the poster] could 
be anyone in New York City,” Nirmel said. 
“You have no idea who it is—it’s anony-
mous, which adds to the creepy factor.”

With YYWT, Nirmel said that students 
should feel comfortable attending meet-ups 
because “you know it’s a Columbia student, 
you have their e-mail and their picture—
there is no anonymity cloaking you.”

Still, some precaution is necessary. “Like 
any service you would use to meet up with 

someone you don’t know, you have to use 
some common sense,” Nirmel said. “You 
might not want to meet someone in a de-
serted area at three in the morning.”

But the site, which also currently has 
operating branches at Penn, NYU, St. 
John’s College, The New School, and Palm 
Beach Community College, may still get 
abused in less serious ways, with people 
not showing up to events they post or put-
ting up posts that are not serious.

As for fake or outlandish posts, Nirmel 
said that they are inevitable, and that ways 
to regulate them are limited, though they 
are working on developing a “flakiness” 
rating so users can be wary of users who 
never show up. Still, he said, anything 
more invasive than that defeats the pur-
pose of the site. “I don’t want to dictate 
how people use it,” he said.

After all, sometimes the stranger 
events turn out to be the most memo-
rable. Nirmel himself recalled spotting 
a “yo” for a Michelle Branch concert. 
“I actually went with them,” he said, 
“And, yeah, it was fun.” 

Food

Film
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Fast, filling snacks to fight the studying blues
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Shakespeare Troupe betrays the Bard, for now, to seek “The American Dream” 
By Ishani Mitra

Columbia Daily Spectator

What’s in a name? The Kings’s Crown 
Shakespeare Troupe’s name does not 
reveal the fact that the group performs 
more just Shakepeare’s plays. 

Their upcoming production of two 
Edward Albee one-act plays “The Zoo 
Story” and “The American Dream” 
might just show another side of the 

troupe. Producer Allie Lalonde, CC 
’10, explained that KCST original-
ly formed to perform the notorious 
Shakespearean spring production, but 
for many years they have performed 
non-Shakespearean theater to broaden 
horizons. “It’s wonderful because it 
gives our actors the chance to really 
explore their talent and challenge 
themselves with different styles of 
acting,” she said. 

Shows are chosen each semester ac-
cording to proposals by directors and 
producers. The troupe’s executive and 
advisory boards vote on these propos-
als for the upcoming season. Lalonde 
said “the initial drive for choosing these 
two shows came from “The Zoo Story” 
director, Leor Hackel, GS. He had loved 
that play for a long time and was looking 
for an avenue to direct it. Emily Wilson, 
CC ’10, and director of “The American 
Dream” was also looking for a project to 
get excited about, so we had the idea to 
combine this one-act play with another 
to expand it into a double bill.” 

Lalonde called the plays “an ideal 
match” due to their complementary 
themes. “Each scrutinizes society, particu-
larly social bonds, and the way in which 
our expectations—that a relationship 
connotes intimacy and human connec-
tion—are undermined,” she said. 

“The Zoo Story” follows two very 
different men, a middle-class father and 
a disturbed boarding house resident, 
who meet on a bench in Central Park. 
Lalonde explained that the men “find 
themselves with the opportunity to de-
velop a new kind of social interaction 
and a new kind of relationship—one 
founded on human connection. “ 

“The American Dream” presents a 
satire about American family life. Lalonde 
described it as “all dream, no reality.”

“It follows the petty, yet deeply dam-
aging bickering of a family seeking to ap-
pear perfect,” said Lalonde, “We quickly 
understand, though the characters do 
not, that the appearance of a relationship 
where no human connection is present, 
is not a relationship at all.” 

KCST hopes that these shows will 
present another side of their abilities 
to Columbia. The troupe aims to of-
fer something different to both actors 
and audiences, while maintaining their 
usual theme of examining the complex-
ity of human relationships common in 
Shakespeare’s work.  

“It is our hope that this produc-
tion will challenge both our actors 
and our audience,” Lalonde said. “The 
intensity and minimalism of the show 
will settle the responsibility of com-
munication on the shoulders of our 
cast, and the post-modernist themes 
of “The American Dream” and “The 
Zoo Story” will permit our audience 
to experience a very different sort of 
theatrical experience from that which 
we usually provide.” 

Time:  Nov. 6th at 8 p.m. and  Nov. 7th 
at 8:30 p.m.
Place:  Roone Arledge Auditorium
Cost:  Free

Where It’s At

Theater

First Last / Position
One-Act Wonders  |  The King’s Crown Shakespeare Troupe is proving their versatility 
by performing two plays by Edward Albee, “Zoo Story” and “The American Dream.”

Courtesy of Yo You Want To
Meet Market |  “Yo You Want To” launched in October to help students meet up for various activities. The Web site has a branch at Columbia, as well as at Penn, The New 
School, St. John’s, and Palm Beach Community College. CU students who have already signed up hope to meet fellow students with similar interests to explore the city with. 



by deaton jones

I just had $710 stolen from me by St. Luke’s 
Roosevelt Hospital. Could you afford that much 
money if the services performed were absolutely 
needed? Such a scenario should not be necessary 
in today’s world of health care. 

Two days before I was set to move into my 
John Jay dorm on Aug. 26, I was staying with a 
cousin up on 145th Street when I came down 
with a serious case of strep throat. I’m talking 
swollen throat, headache, back pain... the works. 
Better yet, I was moving into my dorm in two 
days for an intense, four-day biking trip with 
the Columbia Outdoor Orientation Program. 
Needless to say, I needed some help. 

In the middle of the night, I went to Columbia 
Health Services in hopes of receiving medical 
attention with the use of my not-yet-active in-
surance provided by the university, as my dad 
did not have health insurance for me before I 
came to Columbia. However, I was not living on 
campus yet and had not been given a student ID. 
Therefore, I was refused at the door. 

Since my cousin was still working at his res-
taurant, and the urgent care clinic I had called 
was private, I had no choice but to jump in a 
cab and ask the driver to take me to St. Luke’s. 
Looking back, I probably could have finagled 
my way into St. Luke’s Hospital and claimed to 
be a student who had lost his ID, but the ever-
increasing throbbing in between my eyes skewed 
my already lacking street savvy. 

Nevertheless, I arrived at the hospital sometime 
past midnight and, after a few hours of waiting 
(during which my mind was diverted from my 
pain by an elderly lady cursing at a nurse and 
running out of her room with blood spewing 
from her arms), a nice middle-aged, male doc-
tor confirmed my suspicions and diagnosed me 
with strep throat. 

I thought that all my troubles were taken care 
of after another nice man swiped away $334 from 
my debit card, but all these nice people were only 
veils for the copious amounts of stress, 
bills, and thievery of which I was 
about to become a victim. 

I say thievery because at no 
point was I informed that I 
would receive two more bills 
from Roosevelt Hospital total-
ing $710. Furthermore, there is 
no record of the $334 I already 
paid, which leads to a whole other 

story of phone calls and repetitive hold tones. 
Say someone ate at a restaurant, paid the bill 

and, as they are walking towards the door, was 
approached by a waiter saying that they owed 
more money despite nothing on the menu indi-
cating any more cost than what they already paid 
(especially for a bad sandwich). Would this not 
be considered a thievery of sorts? If not thievery, 
a slimy trickery at best. 

Why is our health care system allowed to freely 
victimize unsuspecting patients like so? Also, why 
was I refused at Columbia Health Services despite 
the fact that I was about to begin school in less than 
a week and was already a paying student?

Before this incident, I was pretty indifferent 
towards the debate on health care, but I am now 
a strong advocate for reform. Despite the fact 
that I knew I had strep throat, I could not get a 
prescription for the proper medication without 
seeing a doctor, which resulted in a $710 bill. 

The United States is the only developed nation to 
not have a universal health care system. Instead, 
they charge a financially struggling college stu-
dent $710 for less than five minutes of medical 
attention, two ibuprofen pills, and an antibiotic. 
Try and tell me that doesn’t spell reform. What 
a warm welcome to New York. 

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

The thievery of 
health care

IlLUSTRATION BY Leti Freaney

An F for the A-plus
For some students at 

Columbia, an A-plus 
grade is the holy grail 

of academics, a sign that you 
have achieved greatness. For 
others, the A-plus is more of 
an illusion, something that 
only the likes of valedictori-
ans achieve. And for students 
in some classes, an A-plus 
is downright impossible. To 
make its GPA system fairer, 
Columbia College must take 
steps to resolve inconsistencies 
in the A-plus policies of its 
departments and classes.

The A-plus grade is not 
all that uncommon, but its 
distribution is not consistent 
across departments and dis-
ciplines within CC. Overall, 
during the 2007-2008 school 
year, 4 percent of grades giv-
en at Columbia College were 
A-plusses. In science courses 
specifically, though, the figure 
is 6.1 percent, whereas it is 2.8 
percent in humanities courses 
and 1.3 percent in interdisci-
plinary departments. Some 
individual professors, depart-
ments, and programs choose 
to not offer A-plus grades at 
all. For example, the Chinese 
program in the East Asian 
languages and cultures depart-
ment does not offer the A-plus 
grade for any of its courses.

A-plusses have also become 
more common in recent years. 
Over the past 13 years, there has 
been a 31 percent increase in 
the overall percentage of A-plus 
grades given in Columbia 
College. The biggest jump in 
the use of the A-plus has been 
in Core classes, where 4.1 per-
cent of students received A-plus 
grades in the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. In comparison, the 
average percentage of A-plusses 

for the prior 10 years in Core 
classes was 1.9 percent. 

With the awarding of 
A-plusses on the rise, and dis-
crepancies in their use in dif-
ferent departments persisting, 
it is important that Columbia 
College move to create a fairer, 
more consistent A-plus policy. 
Since grades are determined at 
the discretion of professors and 
departments, the administration 
cannot regulate the percentage of 
A-plus grades in courses or force 
departments and professors to 
consider offering A-plus if they 
do not want to. This means that 
the distribution of A-plusses will 
remain inconsistent without a 
policy change.

Fortunately, there are vi-
able alternatives to the current 
A-plus situation. The admin-
istration could consider elimi-
nating the A-plus grade across 
all departments. This is not an 
ideal choice, as some profes-
sors may wish to distinguish 
excellent students from those 
who are truly outstanding. 
Therefore, Columbia College 
could continue granting A-plus 
grades but should reduce the 
weighted value of those grades 
on student transcripts from a 
4.33 to a 4.0 when calculating 
students’ grade point aver-
ages. This option allows pro-
fessors to acknowledge truly 
outstanding achievement—and 
gives possible employers and 
graduate schools insight into 
those who exceed even the A 
grade—but it also eliminates 
the discrepancies in GPAs that 
inequitable grading across the 
school causes. To give all stu-
dents fair footing, Columbia 
College should considering 
moving away from awarding 
4.33s for A-plus grades.  

Staff Editorial

politics on stilts

Forgetfulness is 
forgiveness and 
disregard is our 

only form of sanity, 
so it seems that I am 
cursed to remember, 
with photographic 
vividness and speci-
ficity, every detail of 
my visit to Pomona 
College. My father 
propelled our rental 
jalopy through the 
Central Valley at 90 
miles per hour until 
we hit Los Angeles, 

at which point we crawled inland at a pace of 
20. It was February 2006. It was 70 degrees. 
The campus was clean and verdant. 

“Hello,” said my guide. “Welcome to 
Claremont.” We feasted at the dining hall 
and ran into several of his friends. “It’s not 
the weekend,” he said, “so it might be a little 
tame and … boring.” We had several drinks. 
A friend of mine from high school showed 
up. “Let’s go to the outdoors club meeting,” 
he said. We did. We went to a school dance. 
Before it was over, we must have met six or 
seven different social groups. Then we stum-
bled back to the dorms—the palatial dorms 
with spacious singles and wide balconies and 
wisteria in the windows. He gestured to a 
beaded tapestry. “This is where the pot and 
Super Smash Bros. takes place.” And sure 
enough, there were three enormous bongs 
and a flat-screen TV. It was love at first sight.

And then I visited Columbia. An im-
promptu dinner, again with some high 
school acquaintances, was arranged. We ate 

at Amir’s. “So, is there a lively campus life 
at Columbia?” I asked, realizing with every 
chew how gross East Coast food was. ‘Yes,’ 
said a student, ‘I spent yesterday at an ESC 
retreat, last night chaperoning a formal, 
and today doing a problem set…” Even as 
the falafel turned to dust and gravel in my 
mouth, I tuned him out, answered “yes,” 
and decided to come to Columbia.

My point is that life at Columbia is, a) 
not like life at other colleges; b) a matter 
of convincing yourself that things are bet-
ter than they are. This is less true during 
the first year, when dorm life passably 
mimics that at residential institutions. 
This kind of folk society precludes the 
possibility of the “long, lonely nights” a 
friend at Stanford described. It is close-
knit and all-encompassing. 

And then, when the year is over, it disap-
pears like a puff of smoke. Old friends are 
scattered to the winds. You realize it may 
have been predicated on proximity over 
affinity. Groups persist, but rarely inter-
act outside one another—why would they? 
What an unhealthy and extreme contrast 
there is between first and sophomore years! 
Claustrophobia gives way to solitude—there 
is little in the middle. College is supposed 
to be a time of unrivaled variety, but it is 
so hard to dabble at Columbia. Life more 
resembles a series of obsessions or addic-
tions. Just as Morningside Heights has the 
convenience and culture of a suburb with 
the expense of a big city, Columbia has the 
inescapability of a residential college and 
the warmth of a commuter school. 

Getting off campus is possible, but 
then what else is there to do? There isn’t 

the community of colleges that there is in 
Boston, nor is there the easy congeniality 
found elsewhere in the States. New York is 
a lonely, overworked city. Scraping together 
an outing is often more trouble than it’s 
worth—first gathering the crew, then get-
ting to the subway, then watching the streets 
pass by in increments of six at 12 miles per 
hour. Where to go but downtown? But you 
had less fun and spent more money than 
you thought and it will take an hour and a 
half to make it back from Avenue C. Maybe 
the outer boroughs? Columbia is about as 
far from Queens and Brooklyn as is possi-
ble. A movie? Half the price in Hoboken—is 
it worth the trouble?

Many answer ‘no,’ which is why they seek 
community and meaning by going to work. 
How depressing is that? New York proves 
that making friends and having a job are at 
odds with one another. College ought to be 
a refuge from the real world, not an intro-
duction to inuring yourself to it.

And yet this is what Columbia students 
learn to do, day in and day out: how to 
put up with requirements they hate, make 
friends that aren’t friends, ape passions that 
aren’t passions. There is something sick in 
how I’ve come to be grateful for perennial 
misery. But it’s taught me the same thing 
that people learn at other colleges, where 
life can be perfect—a true education lies in 
forgetting how to put up with toleration and 
learning how to complain.

Chris Morris-Lent is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in English. Politics, Sex, and 

Religion runs alternate Thursdays.  
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 
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Calling Wilders’ words ‘hate speech’ is 
censorship

To the editor:
In the op-ed piece “Wild, wild Wilders,” 

(Oct. 22, 2009) Adel Elsohly claimed that the 
Geert Wilders event last Wednesday was “less 
about freedom of speech and more about in-
citing fear within a community.” However, I 
believe that Wilders’ speech encouraged dia-
logue and debate, key principles of free speech. 
John Stuart Mill, an influential classical liberal 
philosopher, wrote in his book “On Liberty,” 
“There ought to exist the fullest liberty of pro-
fessing and discussing, as a matter of ethical 
conviction, any doctrine, however immoral 
it may be considered.” Freedom of speech is 
also codified in the Constitution. One has 
every right to say things that may be deemed 
hateful or offensive. The Columbia University 
College Republicans and Columbia University 
supported the principle of freedom of speech 
by inviting Wilders to speak.

However, last week’s op-ed piece attempted 
turn the argument into one about hate speech. 
Elsohly claimed, “The line between freedom 
of speech and hate speech… was crossed” 
during the Wilders event. While many of 
Wilders’ statements are offensive, he had every 
right to say them at last Wednesday’s event. 
The event was about freedom of speech, and 
as such Wilders expressed, as he well should 
have, the ideas that he has been persecuted for 
holding in Europe. To call any form of speech 
that is offensive “hate speech” is simply a form 
of censorship. People use the term to silence 
those with whom they disagree. The op-ed by 
Elsohly calls what Wilders said “hate speech,” 
but then fails to clearly define it. Furthermore, 
I think that it is impossible to define a term as 
vague as “hate speech.” Anything that someone 
finds offensive could be placed into the “hate 
speech” category. For this reason, in the United 
States, people are allowed to say whatever they 
want, however unpopular, unless it incites, 
according to the Supreme Court, “imminent 
lawless action.”

Therefore, I applaud all those who were re-
spectful to Wilders and refrained from calling 
his words a form of “hate speech,” even though 
his views were at times extreme. Civil discourse 
of ideas is a chief tenet of freedom of speech 
and democracy. 

Tyler Trumbach, CC ’13
Deputy of Finance, Columbia University 
College Republicans
Oct. 28, 2009

EcoReps want Barnard’s sustainability 
grade reconsidered

To the editor:
It is true that this year, Barnard’s sustainability 

“grade” was rather dismal, and while many of the 
points in the editorial, “Barnard gets a passing 
grade, but barely,” (Oct. 29, 2009) are correct, many 
are not. As the editorial correctly states, Barnard 
is participating in the PlaNYC 2030 Challenge, 
and, yes, our recycling program is broader and 
more transparent than Columbia’s (or New York 
City’s). But, unlike the article suggests, recycling 
at Barnard is very straightforward. Plastics #1-7 
are all recyclable at Barnard, and a few bottles 
tossed into the wrong containers will not lead 
to problems since the waste collector we use re-
sorts recyclables. There is ample opportunity 
at Barnard to compost, as well. Currently, the 
EcoReps are educating a group of suites to pilot 
a composting program. Dining hall visitors also 
contribute to the Bio-X machine by sorting their 
waste so that food scraps can be decomposed 
into greywater.

Encouraging the campus to recycle and 
compost is just a small part of Barnard EcoReps. 
Primarily EcoReps work on environmental 
education initiatives. We are a small, relatively 
new group, comprised of 10 students who are 
employed by the Barnard First-Year Focus pro-
gram. Through bi-monthly themed potlucks 
and other campus-wide events like Give and Go 
Green, we promote sustainability.

We hope that in the future, as Barnard’s ad-
ministration continues to work towards becom-
ing more sustainable, collaboration between the 
EcoReps and the administration will become more 
fruitful. Even as a group employed by the school, 
EcoReps faces many challenges initiating simple 
programs, such as the production and distribution 
of updated recycling signs for students. Budget 
constraints and Barnard’s lack of a sustainability 
coordinator, or an administrator who can allocate 
sufficient time for sustainability issues, adds to 
our struggle to initiate programs (FYI, Dickinson 
College has a sustainability coordinator).

The focus of the editorial on recycling misses 
a huge point about where we, as a campus, are 
right now. Barnard students know how and why 
to recycle. The next step is to demonstrate how the 
community can live sustainably overall, taking into 
account individual practices, like eating habits, and 
administrative practices, like purchasing.

Holly Menten-Weil, BC ’10, and Ariella Krones, 
BC ’10
Barnard EcoReps
Nov. 4, 2009

While dialogue is key, columnist misses 
points in CCSC discussion

To the editor:
We are glad to see conversation stirred around 

how Columbia College Student Council and 
Engineering Student Council can better connect 
with its constituents with Rajat Roy’s column 
“Constituency, shmostituency,” (Oct. 29, 2009). 
For any group on campus, the question of how 
to keep a close ear to the ground, of how to reach 
out, and how to bring in the needs and opinions 
of each constituent proves to be a difficult chal-
lenge. This is a perennial issue to which we are 
all seeking the perfect solution. Until then, we 
can only test various options.

We just wanted to note two points of the 
article that called for further clarification. As 
per the claim of the CCSC executive board’s 
idea to grant Barnard swipe access—such an 
initiative was pursued by last year’s executive 
board, and not by this year’s executive board. 
This year’s executive board, counter to the claim 
that information is not passed on from year to 
year, has learned from last year’s executive board 
that such an initiative would run into many 
institutional roadblocks and hazards, and that 
other projects besides BC-CC/SEAS swipe access 
are worth following. Secondly, the argument 
that “75 percent of council members are there 
for their own egos or, worse, their resumes” 
is unfounded and insensitive. The personal 
investment each council member has made, 
at least this year, is not accurately reflected by 
the author’s statement. We invite Roy, and all 
students interested, to reassess his claims about 
council member involvement during meetings 
by attending the next CCSC meeting on Sunday 
Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. in Satow.

The question of high turnover with CCSC 
is an issue we grapple with. We all know that 
institutional change on this campus occurs at 
a velocity that we wish we could ratchet. It is a 
slow-moving process, and yes, in order for such a 
change to constantly be evolving, we must think 
about ways to efficiently transfer information and 
knowledge between years. And indeed, included 
in such a transfer of information is a continued 
emphasis on the importance of remaining true 
and connected to our constituents.

Sue Yang, CC ’10, CCSC President
Sarah Weiss, CC ’10, CCSC VP of Policy  
Sana Khalid, CC ’11, VP of Cmmunications
Deysy Ordonez-Arreola, CC ’10, VP of 
Campus Life
Nuriel Moghavem, CC ’11, VP of Finance
Nov. 4, 2009
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PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

hudson river sailing parties 
Network, socialize or crew this Fall 
aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re a group 
of Columbia students who volunteer 
crew, with space for 25 per trip, and 
always need more revelers. Leaves 
from 79th St. No exp necessary. E-
mail to join our exclusive free day trips: 
gfh2104@columbia.edu. For informa-
tion about our sailing trips, please visit 
www.gothamyacht.com

get rid of youR accent...now!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

Elderly gentleman SEEKS stu-
dent, male or female, for small projects 
and tasks. $13/hour, 2 hours a day, 
twice a week. Call (212) 472-1791.
seeking english major grad stu-
dent with thorough knowledge of Eliza-
bethan literature to compile a list of 
computer sites (journals, links, etc) to 
call attention to manuscript available 
on the internet. Fee by mutual agree-
ment. (212) 787-0640.  

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org
experienced psychotherapist 
w/extensive background treating stu-
dents. UWS office. Consultations not 
billed. Call (212) 875-1867. Website: 
adamjacobson.org. Adam Jacobson, 
LCSW, MSOD.

berkshire ski rental 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, kitchen, large 
dining room, living room w/brick fire-
place, 2 baths in Egremont, 5 miles 
south of Great Barrington, Catamount 
and Butternut ski resort. Must rent for 
season. $1200/mo + utils. Pix avail. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400.

take advantage of the Tax Credit! 
Renov 3 BR, ask only $348K, at 930 
St Nicholas Ave. Easy commute to CU. 
New kitch, gorgeous hardwood floors, 
great space. High ceilings windowed 
kitch and bath. Elevator/laundry bldg. 
Great for investors. Maint only $673. 
Call Christine Kazanecki - Prudential 
Douglas Elliman (646) 505-5679.
NO FEE—3 room apt facing Cen-
tral Park on 110 St betw Lenox & 5th 
Aves. Ideal to share for 3 individuals. 
Newly renov apt w/dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, in-house laundry, elec-
tronic main door key, security cameras. 
Ready to move in. Owner managing 
for last 25 years. Call (845) 353-2745 
or e-mail gopimenon@optonline.net. 
Ask $2450.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net
Jewish AND All other egg do-
nors: We are looking for healthy young 
women between the ages of 20-29 
w/high verifyable SAT or GPA scores. 
All other ethnicities are welcome. High 
compensation. Please contact us at 
www.riteoptions.com or call (516) 512-
8888.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Who 
doesn’t 
love 

watching their 
favorite play-
ers succeed? 
The answer is 
no one. When 
your team wins 
a championship 
or your favor-
ite player wins 
MVP, it’s like 
you won along 
with them. Even 
when they falter, 

we, the fans, remain positive in hopes 
of improvement. This may lead you 
to believe that a fan’s love is uncon-
ditional, but that is simply not true. 
Sometimes players, coaches, and teams 
say or do something that pushes all 
the wrong buttons.  Not everyone has 
a column to express their frustration, 
but, luckily, I do.  So here are three 
players who really grind my gears.

Gear-grinder number one is Stephen 
Jackson, aka “Captain Jack,” starting 
forward for the Golden State Warriors. 
For those of you who have yet to join 
my fan club, I am a die-hard Warriors 
fan. I was there when we were terrible, 
when we were good, and now, when we 
are less terrible. Before the start of the 
season, Jackson mentioned to the media 
that he wanted a trade out of Oakland. 
I wasn’t shocked, considering we have 
not been able to recapture the magic of 
2007, but I was pissed off. After Jackson 
went apeshit in the stands at Detroit, 
which team gave him a second chance? 
That would be the Warriors. Where’s 
the loyalty? Anyway, I’m not angry that 
he’s upset with the current situation, 
but he needs to keep that in-house. 
Talking to the media doesn’t help any-
one, and to be frank, it only makes him 
seem like a troublesome player. On a 
similar note, I want to give an honor-
able gear-grinder mention to Monta 
Ellis, who said that he can’t play in the 
same backcourt with Stephen Curry. 
Note to Monta: one who sits out most 
of a season because of a moped accident 
isn’t allowed to make demands (I think 
Confucius said that).

Gear-grinder number two is the 
NFL’s Judas, Brett Favre. I’m going to 
ignore the fact that he continues to 
come out of retirement because it seems 
as if he can still play. Before I go on, I 
have to mention that if his body fails 
towards the end of the season like it 
did last year, I will shout “I told you so” 
from the mountain tops. Instead, I’m 
going to focus on his lack of loyalty. A 
professional athlete joining his lifelong 
rival because of some childish grudge 
is pathetic. Joining the Vikings may 
have gotten back at the Packers’ upper 
management, which appears to be his 
intent, but it also spat on the Green Bay 
faithful. This was all the more evident 
during last weekend’s Packers-Vikings 
game at Lambeau Field. The Vikings 
dominated the Packers as Favre led his 
new team to victory, all with a stupid 
smirk on his face. I understand you 
love the game, but how about the le-
gions of fans who showed you uncondi-
tional love for so many years?

Here comes a curveball: gear-grind-
er number three is not a player but 
instead a network. I am referring to 
ESPN. Like most sports enthusiasts, I 
f lip to ESPN nine times out of ten when 
I turn on the TV (the one other channel 
being Comedy Central to watch South 
Park). What’s better than watching the 
exciting recaps of the night before or 
the top 10 plays of the day? Nothing’s 
better. However, there is a dark side to 
ESPN, which is also true of 24-hour 
news networks. ESPN, in its constant 
search for sports news, will make 
news out of anything. The Cleveland 
Cavaliers lose their first two match-
ups; why not bring on experts to talk 
about how the Cavs will never make it 
to the championship series? Or, Terrell 
Owens complains again; why not in-
terview all his teammates and coaches 
to delve deeper into what is troubling 
T.O.? Not everything is worthy of be-
ing discussed on SportsCenter, PTI, 
Around the Horn, and 1st and 10. More 
importantly, it gives athletes, like T.O. 
or Stephen Jackson, a medium through 
which they can complain to the public. 
I will continue to watch ESPN because 
I like sports too much to quit, but that 
doesn’t mean I care about what Tony 
Romo does before a playoff game.

Before I wrap up this rant, here are 
a few honorable gear-grinders: A.I., 
JaMarcus Russell, Kobe, the Oklahoma 
City Thunder, Bud Selig, and Tom Brady, 
just to name a few. Want to share with 
me who grinds your gears? You can find 
me at the Tailgating Tales secret club-
house, which can be found only by those 
who already know where it is.

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics-mathematics. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Gear-grinders 
beware, fans’ love 

is conditional

By Zach Glubiak
Columbia Daily Spectator

Going into this weekend, Harvard and Penn 
had not dropped an Ivy League decision. Coming 
out of it, both remain undefeated, although the 
Crimson and Quakers overcame their competitors 
in very different fashions. 

Harvard (5-2, 4-0 Ivy) main-
tained its unblemished confer-
ence record by thrashing Dart-
mouth 42-21 at Harvard Stadium. 
Harvard’s powerful line, featuring 
All-American tackle James Wil-
liams, paved the way for running backs Gino Gor-
don and Trevor Scales to amass a staggering 315 
yards on the ground. The two running backs were 
the first pair in 10 years to each eclipse the 100 yards 
in the same game. Gordon reached his total on only 
eight carries, averaging almost 15 yards per touch. 

Lest Harvard’s next opponent, Columbia, think 
the Crimson one-dimensional, quarterback Col-
lier Winters completed 12 of 15 passes for 204 
yards and a score. Dartmouth managed to keep the 
game close, however, with a late score in the second 
quarter and a fake field goal in the third that kept 
a touchdown drive alive. As a result, despite falling 

behind 21-0 in the first half, the Big Green found 
themselves within striking distance at 28-14 in the 
middle of the third quarter. Yet, although Harvard 
fumbled twice in the final period and Dartmouth 
special teams turned a blocked punt into a touch-
down, Harvard’s punishing ground game proved 
too much for the opposing defense. Overall, the 
Crimson outgained the Big Green 521-262 on the 
day. With the loss, Dartmouth dropped to 1-6 on 
the year and 1-3 in conference play.

The Ivy’s other heavyweight, Penn, overcame a six-
game losing-streak overtime games to dig out a crucial 
14-7 win over Brown in Providence. The game marked 
the 1300th contest in Penn’s program history. 

Playing on the road, Penn grinded out its sixth 
straight conference win behind quarterback Kyle 
Olson’s 15-yard touchdown strike to Kyle Derham 
in overtime. Olson threw for over 300 yards for the 
game, the first Quaker quarterback to do so since 
Oct. 27, 2007. His touchdown pass in overtime 
held up as the winning score thanks to a stout Penn 
defense that did not concede a point on the day—
Brown’s lone touchdown came on a 42-yard inter-
ception return on Penn’s opening possession of the 
second half, which evened the score at 7-7. Penn’s 
defense has now gone 10 quarters and 161 minutes, 
31 seconds of play without conceding a point. 

The Quaker special teams also pitched in to 
keep Brown off the board—after a Penn turnover 
gave the Bears the ball at the Quaker 12-yard line, 
the defense forced a three-and-out and lineback-
er Jake Lewko blocked the ensuing field goal on 
fourth down. And so, despite four Olson intercep-
tions, Penn heads into its date with Princeton next 
weekend with its title hopes intact. Brown is now 
4-3 on the year (2-2 Ivy). 

In other Ivy League action, Princeton faced 
off against Cornell in Princeton, N.J. The Tigers 
rallied for a come-from-behind 17-13 victory 
with quarterback Tommy Wornham’s second 
touchdown pass of the day to Trey Peacock late 
in the fourth quarter. Cornell had opened the 
door for Princeton with Brad Greenway’s missed 
field goal from 27 yards out that gave Wornham 
and the Tigers new life with 7:48 to play. From 
there the Orange and Black never looked back, 
thanks in part to a drive-saving fumble recovery 
from senior center Andrew Hauser after Worn-
ham lost control of the ball while running the 
option. With the emotional victory, Princeton 
(2-5, 1-3) pulls even with Cornell (2-5, 1-3), as 
well as Columbia and Dartmouth (both also 1-3 
in conference), in a four-way logjam at the bot-
tom of the Ivy standings. 

Crimson, Quakers remain perfect in Ivy League play

Around
The 

League
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By Gregory kremler
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia runners continued their tradition 
of success on Friday at the Ivy League Heptagonal 
Cross Country Championships  at Van Cortlandt 
Park in the Bronx. The men took home the team 
title—and accompanying first annual Jeffrey H. 
Orleans Trophy—besting the rest of the Ancient 
Eight and defeating Princeton by the slimmest of 
margins, 60-61. The women exceeded pre-race 
expectations with an impressive run of their own, 
earning a spot on the podium at third.

The men’s victory was the realization of a 
recently elusive goal. “They have suffered a 
few narrow, single-digit defeats, finishing sec-
ond, over the past few years,” head coach Willy 
Wood said. “It was great to be on this side of 
a close one finally.” Though a perennial force 
within the League, the title is only the third for 
the men amid many runner-up and top-three 
finishes. Princeton took second while Dart-
mouth and Cornell tied for third with 90 points 
each at this year’s meet. 

A pair of Long Island natives, junior Brendan 
Martin and sophomore Kyle Merber, led the way 
for the men, finishing fifth and eighth and earning 
first and second team all-Ivy honors, respectively. 
It was Martin’s second all-Ivy commendation and 
an improvement for Merber upon his showing at 
last year’s meet. The two will certainly be names to 
look out for as individual title contenders in 2010.  

Perhaps the most surprising finish on the men’s 
side came from junior Terence Prial. Prial has risen 
through the ranks this October, sparked by a vic-
tory in the open race at the NCAA Pre-National 
meet on Oct. 17. As somewhat of a dark horse, his 
12th-place finish was an unexpected but neces-
sary coup. “Historically, our program has achieved 
a great deal of success based on the reliance of a 
miracle race of one or more of our runners,” Wood 
said. “This year was no different. Terence Prial was 
our miracle on 34th Street this year.”

However, in such a tight race, each position 
was absolutely critical. Indeed, after the first 
three had crossed the finish, Columbia trailed 
Princeton by five points. Sophomore Justin 
Heck followed right behind Prial at 15th to nar-
row the gap to two points and junior Anthony 
Merra rounded out the top five at 20th, finally 
turning the tide in favor of the Light Blue. “This 
was a complete team effort and victory,” Wood 
said.  “If one guy would have been passed by one 
person, we would have only tied. Our runners 
finished so hard. We were blowing by opposing 
runners over the last 400m.”

Junior Matthew Ciambriello and sopho-
more Andy Buchanan finished 25th and 28th 

out of the field of 92, while senior Bobby 
Hartnett had an off day at 33rd, compared to 
last year’s 13th-place finish. Sophomore Gary 
Brownell was 37th. Freshmen Mike Murphy, 
Ben Veillieux, and Leighton Spencer were 
39th, 40th, and 44th and gained valuable race 
experience for future Heps.

The women were predicted to finish fifth at 
this year’s meet. Nonetheless, they came in with 
high personal expectations, seeking to continue 
their string of top-two performances over the last 
nine years. Spectacular runs were turned in by 
the top seven. A no. 4-ranked Princeton group 
won its fourth consecutive title with an unprece-
dented perfect score of 15 points, while Harvard 
slipped ahead of the Lions for the second posi-
tion. “A third-place finish for us on Friday was 
an outstanding accomplishment,” Wood said. 
“Harvard had soundly defeated us two weeks 
prior by over 200 points at the Pre-National 
meet. We closed the gap to six at Heps.”

Juniors Jackie Drouin and Julie Quinn were 
a solid one-two punch for Columbia, finishing 
eighth and 10th and earning second team all-
Ivy. Drouin continued her role as team leader 
while Quinn solidified her position as one of the 
top competitors to emerge within the league. 
The two should also be on the short list for indi-
vidual title competitors next year.

Senior Christina Henderson demonstrated 
true longevity, capping off an excellent Ivy ca-
reer at 14th, good for second team all-Ivy. “The 
progress she has made over four years is awe-
striking,” Wood said. “She is everything that we 
could ask for in a senior, truly an inspiration.”

The class of 2013 proved deserving of all the 
hype as freshmen Emily Lanois, Camille Mur-
phy, and Caroline McDonough were Columbia’s 
four-six at 18th, 25th, and 30th. “To have three 
of them in our top six was an incredible accom-
plishment on their part,” Wood said. “Emily 

Lanois and Camille Murphy saved us on Friday. 
This class is going to be very good.”

Junior Hannah Kligman was the seventh 
Lion, finishing in 37th place, while upperclass-
men Irena Ossola, Jill Goodwin, and Erin Hays 
struggled at 57th, 68th, and 69th. Freshman Eri-
ca Pearson rounded out the Lion squad at 71st.

Columbia cross country has regularly been 
a top program within the university and has 
made a name for itself as a team to beat with-
in the league. The performances at this year’s 
Heptagonal meet and the composition of both 
squads signify one thing: there is plenty more 
to come.

Men’s cross country captures Ivy title at Heps
Women’s squad 
surprises with 

third-place finish

Gregory Kremler for Spectator

Jose Giralt for Spectator

Gregory Kremler for Spectator
league champs  |  Matt Ciambriello and the Lions 
beat Princeton by a single point for the title.
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