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BY AMBER TUNNELL
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Columbia is above average 
in sustainability efforts, but still 
at the bottom of green living 
in the Ivy League, according to 
the 2011 College Sustainability 
Report Card.

At least that’s what the 
Sustainable Endowments 
Institute reported on 
Wednesday, detailing the sus-
tainability in nine categories of 
322 colleges with the largest en-
dowments in the United States 
and Canada.

Columbia received an overall 
grade of B-plus, an improvement 
from the B it received on the 
2010 Report Card. It received an 
A-minus in 2009 and a B-plus 
in 2008.

Despite the better over-
all grade, Columbia ranked 
worst within the Ivy League. 
Harvard, Princeton, Cornell, 
Dartmouth, and the University 
of Pennsylvania all received 
A-minus grades, while Yale and 
Brown received A grades. Before 
this year, A-minus was the high-
est mark ever given. This year, 
seven schools received A grades.

But despite its poor showing 
in the Ivy League, Columbia per-
formed better than its neighbors. 
Barnard received a C-plus, up 
from a D-plus last year, and New 
York University received a B.

Unlike in years past, the 
Columbia administration chose 
not to participate in the evalu-
ation. Every year, each college 
is asked to submit three surveys 
detailing their sustainable prac-
tices in the areas of campus, din-
ing, and endowment, but this 
year, the University opted out.

The Sustainable Endowments 
Institute also requests a fourth 
survey completed by stu-
dents. This year, Zak Accuardi, 
SEAS ’11 and a member of 
Green Umbrella, a network of 
Columbia student groups dedi-
cated to sustainability, submitted 
the survey.

Barnard’s administration 
also chose not to participate, al-
though students there submitted 
a survey as well.

Nilda Mesa, assistant vice 
president of environmental 
stewardship, said the University 
did not participate because the 
Institute never responded to an 
open letter in July calling for 
full transparency and account-
ability in the evaluation process. 
The letter was signed by over 40 
universities, including Columbia 
and Barnard, and was sent to 
several sustainability-evaluating 
organizations.

Given the lack of response, 
Mesa said, “We’d rather focus 
on our ongoing efforts here at 
CU until someone takes up the 
schools on their offer to work 
together to improve the system.”

Institute officials, though, 
claim that they did respond.

“It would be an incorrect as-
sertion that we did not respond 
to the open letter. We did re-
spond in several ways includ-
ing with a statement as well as 
calling all of the signatories of 
the letter to try to arrange phone 
conversations—including a call 
with Nilda Mesa at Columbia,” 

BY MICHAEL ZHONG 
Spectator Staff Writer 

When all-Ivy soccer player 
Ashlin Yahr, CC ’12, heads to 
Dodge Gymnasium for strength 
training, she sometimes shares 
her confines with athletes from 
other teams. She says the space 
restrictions can be difficult. 
With 33 varsity sports and one 
gym, Columbia athletics can get 
very crowded.

For athletes and coaches, 
plans for a new five-story ath-
letics center at Baker Field 
could solve a lot of problems.

“Since the expansion of 
the athletics program to in-
clude the Columbia-Barnard 
Athletic Consortium in 1983, 
the number of teams, coaches, 
and athletes using our athlet-
ics facilities has doubled, while 
program space has remained 
virtually the same,” athletics di-
rector M. Dianne Murphy said 
in an email. “Given our space 

shortages it was obvious, even 
six years ago, that something 
needed to be done immediately.”

As a centerpiece of the pro-
posed Baker construction plans, 
Columbia would replace a small 
maintenance building with 
the Campbell Sports Center, a 
48,000-square-foot facility that 
would house a floor for strength 
and conditioning, offices for 
coaches, and a student-athlete 
study center, as well as an au-
ditorium and meeting spaces.

The Campbell Center would 
“redefine the Baker Athletics 
Complex, changing it from a 
seasonal-use destination for 
athletics and recreation to a 
full-time, 365-day-a-year ath-
letics and recreation campus,” 
Murphy said.

athlete amenities
Mike Mazzullo, CC ’12 and 

co-captain of the men’s soccer 
team, insists that the current fa-
cilities are good—he is able to 

practice effectively—but that 
the Campbell Sports Center 
would make training better.

“Baker is an awesome facili-
ty,” Mazzullo said. “It’s just that 
when you’re in the middle of 
New York City, and you can uti-
lize the space, then why not?”

Quarterback Sean Brackett, 
CC ’13, agreed that the new fa-
cilities would offer improve-
ments. “There isn’t any prob-
lem. It’s just that more room is 
better.”

Plans for Campbell include 
a large strength and condition-
ing space, which would alleviate 
space limitations at the current 
weightlifting area in Dodge, 
and allow athletes who prac-
tice at Baker to avoid the com-
mute back to Dodge for weight 
training.

That’s a real benefit to foot-
ball players, who routinely 
commute between practices 

BY KIMBERLY 
KIRSCHENBAUM 

AND SHIRA POLIAK
Columbia Daily Spectator 

As opponents to Columbia’s 
Manhattanville expansion seek 
to get their case heard before the 
nation’s highest court, one prom-
inent Harlem politician has offi-
cially stepped into the fray.

State Senator Bill Perkins 
urged the United States 
Supreme Court to accept the 
case by filing an amicus brief 
with the court on Oct. 25—a 
document, literally meaning 
“friend of the court,” written 
by a party not directly related 
to the litigation, but who has 
an interest in the case under 
consideration.  

Perkins, a Harlem rep-
resentative opposed to the 
use of eminent domain for 

Columbia’s campus, has long 
been an advocate of reform-
ing New York state laws con-
cerning eminent domain—the 
process by which the state 
can seize private property 
for “public use” in exchange 
for market-rate compensa-
tion. New York State Eminent 
Domain Procedure Law lacks 
transparency, accountability, 
and a set of explicitly defined 
terms, according to Perkins. 
As one of the few, if only, lo-
cal politicians vocally against 
the University’s use of eminent 
domain for its construction, 
he has argued that the current 
state laws are rigged in favor of 
condemnors, who use the sys-
tem’s ill-defined language and 
numerous loopholes to unlaw-
fully seize private property.

“We’ve been concerned 
with questions of eminent do-
main and its abuse, and this 
is a case we think is signifi-
cant in that regard, especially 
in terms of what is meant by 
‘public use,’” said Perkins, who 
has held a series of eminent do-
main hearings across the state 
of New York in an effort to 
garner support for reform of 
the laws, but has been unable 
to get a bill passed in the state 
legislature. “When the door to 
the legislative process is hard 
to get through, there’s always 
the judicial process.”

Perkins’ latest move comes 
on the heels of a significant 
ruling in which the New York 
State Court of Appeals de-
clared this summer that emi-
nent domain can be used to ob-
tain private properties in West 
Harlem. This outcome was a 
major victory for Columbia, as 
it effectively paved the way for 

CU trails 
Ivies in 
green 
report
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BREATHING ROOM  |  The Campbell Sports Center will give both athletes and coaches more room.

BY ABBY MITCHELL
Columbia Daily Spectator 

“The black church is dead.”
The controversial statement 

made in February by Dr. Eddie 
Glaude, the chair of the Center 
for African American Studies at 
Princeton University, sparked na-
tionwide debate, but it has had 
particular resonance in Harlem, 
where black churches have influ-
enced and shaped the neighbor-
hood for over a century.

As they move further from the 
activism surrounding the civil 
rights movement, black church-
es are losing their power to unite 
communities, scholars say. 

“The thing that usually brings 
people together is a set of shared 
common goals,” said Anthea 
Butler, an associate professor of 
religious studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Butler was speaking at a 
roundtable debate at the Union 
Theological Seminary on 
Wednesday, where scholars, in-
cluding Glaude, debated the ori-
gins of African American church-
es and the struggles they face.

“The problem is that most 
of our churches are individual 
and not collective as a commu-
nity within the communities they 
live in,” Butler said, adding that 
black churches were strongest 
and most prominent when united 
by the political aims of the civil 
rights movement. 

Jake Wilson, a lifetime con-
gregant at the United House of 
Prayer for All People, a Baptist 
church on Frederick Douglass 
Boulevard and 126th Street, also 

recognized this change and said 
that there was little interaction 
between the Baptist churches 
of Harlem.

In post-civil rights America, 
African Americans don’t need 
the church as a gathering place, 
said Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall, as-
sistant minister of Christian edu-
cation at Abyssinian Church on 
138th Street.

“Before … we were restricted 
from theaters, from restaurants, 
from schools, so the church 
served as the social center,” 
she said.

According to Marshall, this 
change particularly affects ur-
ban churches. “Our ministries [in 
Harlem] are competing against 

the city that never sleeps,” she 
said.

The phenomenon is both local 
and national. The greater Baptist 
community, Glaude said, “is not 
as powerful as it once was.”

“There are churches that are 
doing extraordinary work … but 
what we’re seeing is all sorts of 
pressures affecting the black 
church,” Glaude said, adding that 
confronting social issues and a 
demand for overly-theatrical ser-
vices have been big challenges.

“coming to see a show”
Obery M. Hendricks, a visiting 

scholar at Columbia University’s 
department of religion and 
African American studies, said at 

the panel that as more churches 
lean increasingly on theatrics to 
bring in congregants, their ser-
vices lose spiritual substance.

“I’d like to see churches more 
concerned with reading the gos-
pel and less concerned with proc-
lamations … and performances,” 
Hendricks said. 

He added that instead of at-
tempting to curb the problem, 
clergy are relying more and more 
on popular notions of what a 
black church service should be—
gospel choirs, dancing, and loud 
booming voices—to keep congre-
gants in their seats. 

The house music at the 
United House of Prayer for All 
People is the Sons of Thunder 

Brass Band, a 16-piece shout 
band including seven trom-
bonists, a sousaphone player, 
a trumpeter, a tuba player, two 
drummers, cymbal players, and 
two men on tambourines. Band 
leader Elder Edward Babb often 
improvises as ministers speak 
and dances down the aisles fre-
quently during services.

As a result, the United House 
of Prayer has been listed on tour-
ist websites as a “must see” at-
traction in Harlem. Congregant 
Wynter Williams said, “It’s nev-
er a surprise to see Asians and 
Eastern Europeans at our ser-
vices … and we welcome them.”

The Philosophy of Creativity, a 
conference held in Barnard Hall 
this Thursday through Sunday, will 
explore topics such as the roots and 
development of creativity.

A look behind the 
creative mind

St. Luke’s sponsors the first annual 
West Side Walk Against Domestic 
Violence. 

St. John the Divine, 10:30 a.m.

The Light Blue men’s cross country 
team will look to defend its narrow 
2009 Ivy League title this weekend, 
while the women will look to 
improve on their third-place finish.

Repeat titles would be 
twice as nice
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Perkins pushes Supreme Court 
to take up Manhattanville case

New center to provide more athletic space 

Black 
churches 
fight decline 
in Harlem

Domestic Violence Protest

Columbia 
gets a B+ in 
sustainability 
report card

Nuriel Moghavem offers a solution to 
boost support for the blue and white. 

Roar, Lions, roar

Columbia shells it out for our artistic 
enlightenment and should do the 
same for New York athletics.

CU Sports? 
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FRIEND OF THE COURT  |  
State Senator Bill Perkins is 
urging the Supreme Court to 
accept the case against 
Columbia’s M’ville. SEE PERKINS, page 6

SEE CHURCHES, page 2
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WORSHIP  |  A congregant reads about an “Is the Black Church Dead?” event at a gathering at Union Theological Seminary last week.
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Roughly two weeks after the 
launch of the POTUS Project, 
the initiative is still very much 
in its beginning stages.

The POTUS Project, the 
Columbia College Senior Class 
Council’s self-declared “grass-
roots movement” to bring 
President Barack Obama, CC 
’83, to speak at Commencement 
in May, is off to a slow start, 
CCSC senior class president 
Sean Udell said.  

The project, which CCSC 
hopes will persuade Obama 
to accept official invitations 
to campus sent by University 
President Lee Bollinger and 

Udell in early October, includes 
getting students to write letters 
to Obama and convincing groups 
to host events in his honor.

Last Sunday, roughly 20 stu-
dents attended the first POTUS 
Project meeting, which was 
open to any student who want-
ed to participate, Udell said. 
At the meeting, students were 
divided into teams to oversee 
individual, student group, and 
media outreach for the project.

“People were really excited 
about doing the work that need-
ed to be done,” Udell said.

He added that the group does 
not plan to do many overt activi-
ties until they get the word out 
more about the project, which 
he hopes to do over the next 
month.

So far, Udell said they 
“haven’t gotten as many letters 
as we would like.” He attribut-
ed the slow start partly to the 
project being launched during 
midterms.

Over the next few weeks, 
organizers plan to host small 
events, such as study breaks 
that include writing letters to 
the president.

The main goal now is to get 
more students and groups in-
volved, he said.

In a recent interview, 
Bollinger said he supported the 
council’s efforts, adding that he 
has been trying to get Obama 
to speak at Commencement for 
two years.

“I think this is great that 
there is kind of a student grass-
roots upflowing of interest in 
this,” Bollinger said. “I have 
been trying to get him to cam-
pus since I met him in the base-
ment of Lerner during the cam-
paign and he promised me that 
he would come. He said, quote, 
‘I’ll tell you this—if I’m elected, 
I will come and speak as presi-
dent.’ And I said, ‘Thank you 
very much, Mr. President.’”

Although Bollinger said he 
believes the students’ efforts 
will be effective, he added, “I’m 
not confident that this will be 
the year. ... We all realize that 
the decision about where the 
president speaks on commence-
ments in May is vastly compli-
cated, and usually you don’t 
know until very close to the end 
whether it’s going to happen.” 

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com

Newly-launched POTUS 
Project off to slow start 

Columbia students ready to go their own way on voting day 
BY DAPHNE CHEN

Columbia Daily Spectator 

Tyler Trumbach, CC ’13, is a 
partier—a Tea Partier.

He is one of few among stu-
dents at a 
left-leaning 
Columbia, 
where Tea Party 
supporters can 
be hard to find.

“As soon as 
the movement 
started to rise last year, I joined 
with some people down in Florida 
and got involved with the Tea 
Party immediately,” Trumbach 
said. “The Republican Party for 
the past eight years has aban-
doned conservative principles 

of limited government, fiscal re-
sponsibility, and open economy, 
and the Tea Party basically saved 
the Republican Party.”

Trumbach considers himself 
one of the “original supporters” 
of the Tea Party. He is also the 
director of communications for 
the Columbia University College 
Republicans and a national di-
rector of Young Americans for 
Freedom, the largest group for 
conservative youth in the country.

“I was raised on principles 
of self-reliance and hard work,” 
Trumbach said. “My dad is a 
self-made businessman, and … 
the idea is that authority usually 
gets in the way of that. Over his 
life, it’s been intrusive govern-
ment, bad government policies 

that have hurt his business and 
hurt businesses in general.”

The Tea Party, whose name 
invokes the “no taxation with-
out representation” ideals of the 
1773 Boston Tea Party, is run-
ning under the Republican Party 
name for this election cycle.

Of the 138 congressional 
candidates in the 2010 midterm 
elections with major backing 
from the Tea Party, as identified 
by the New York Times, all are 
running as Republicans.

“I’d say the Republican Party 
is under the umbrella of the Tea 
Party,” Trumbach said, though 
the Tea Party is not officially af-
filiated with any large-scale na-
tional party. 

The Tea Party mainly stands 
for a strong defense program 
with less wasteful spending, re-
duction of the national debt, and 
reduction of the size and influ-
ence of government.

“Everything is getting more at-
tention as the election gets clos-
er,” Columbia political science 
professor Robert Shapiro said. 
“Obviously, I think the Tea Party 
overall has gotten a negative reac-
tion in New York state and New 
York City by virtue of the fact 
that the area here is much more 
ideologically liberal. A lot of that 
is reflected further at Columbia, 
being in New York.”

Trumbach himself said that, 
though he feels the majority of 
Columbia students are “apo-
litical,” those who are vocal 
often express their opinions 
disrespectfully.

“I’ve heard things from 
close friends like, ‘If I had to sit 
next to Glenn [Beck], I’d prob-
ably strangle him, murder him,’” 
Trumbach said. “I think that’s 
very aggressive and not very 
productive to understanding, 
because if I sat next to President 
Obama, as much as I disagree 
with the man—if I sat next to 

Nancy Pelosi—I wouldn’t try and 
strangle them. I respect their of-
fice and I respect their opinion.”

Cooper Vaughan, CC ’11 and 
executive director of the College 
Republicans, also identifies with 
the Tea Party but is hesitant to 
call himself truly a part of it.

“If you walk in and say, ‘I 
think Sarah Palin is amazing,’ it’s 
an intense emotional reaction of 
almost hatred,” Vaughan said. 
“People stop listening to you. If 
you say you’re a Republican, they 
might keep listening to you for 
a few minutes. Not for long, but 
for a few minutes.”

As the Tea Party gains momen-
tum, the question is whether it has 
staying power. The media has 
largely portrayed Tea Party mem-
bers as social radicals, and many of 
its candidates, such as Christine 
O’Donnell in Delaware, Rand 
Paul in Kentucky, and gubernato-
rial hopeful Carl Paladino in New 
York, have upset more moderate 
Republican competitors in the 
primaries.

Trumbach and Vaughan 
will both vote for Paladino on 
Tuesday, though polls show the 
Democratic candidate, New 
York Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo, leading by as many as 25 
percentage points. News outlets 
have seized on a number of con-
troversial statements made by 
Paladino, such as that the pro-
posed Islamic community cen-
ter at Ground Zero is a “monu-
ment to those who attacked our 
country.”

“Liberal media is scared of the 
movement, so they want to de-
monize it. They want to say these 
people are crazy,” Vaughan said. 
“I think that first of all, it alien-
ates the Tea Party, and second of 
all, it invigorates them. We think, 
‘Oh, we’re crazy? Let’s see how 
crazy we are when we win these 
elections.’”

news@columbiaspectator.com 

About 60 churches in Harlem 
participate in “gospel tourism,” a 
relatively new industry that has 
become increasingly popular 
this year.

Companies like Expedia, 
CitySights, NY Tours, and even 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Agency charge $50-300 a per-
son to take mostly European and 
Asian tourists to see free Sunday 
services north of 96th Street.

Although foreign tour-
ists have been visiting Harlem 
churches for over a decade, 
Marshall said that the tours have 
become so popular that groups 
of tourists wait each Sunday 
on Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 
Boulevard to get a glimpse of the 
Abyssinian’s famed gospel choir.

Marshall added that her 
church was not consulted before 
being added to the “gospel circuit.” 
The few churches that were con-
sulted receive minimal compensa-
tion. Slate Magazine reported that 
Greater Highway Deliverance 
Baptist Church “receives three 
dollars per visitor from Harlem 
Spirituals, which charges $55 to 
$99 per ticket for tours of their 
free Sunday services.”

“It’s quite disheartening,” 
Marshall said. “Many of these 
tourists are coming to see a show. 
… It’s a site of tension for us.”

new neighbors
With the recent influx of 

North African immigrants and a 
growing Muslim population, race 
and interfaith dialogue have be-
come a priority for Rev. Calvin 
Butts at Abyssinian, who started 
arranging annual joint worship 
services with Jewish and Muslim 
congregations.

“People will suggest … that 
Harlem is no longer a black com-
munity,” Marshall said, “but that’s 
absolutely wrong.” 

A congregant at United House 
of Prayer, who wished to remain 
anonymous so as not to speak for 
the congregation, said that African 
American churches have not been 
affected. “Yes, now you see various 
cultures walking through Harlem, 
but we’re still here.”

In the panel, Marshall and 
Glaude addressed the conception 
that a historically black Harlem 
was being overrun with other 
populations—particularly Muslim 
residents—in a way that was dam-
aging to the neighborhood. They 
both attributed these issues to 
the negative image of Islam in 
the media. Marshall said, “The 
reason why interfaith dialogue is 
engaged more, especially in light 

of … what’s happening in Lower 
Manhattan, fear is at the core, fear 
of the unknown.” 

“What we see of the other in 
media is predominately negative,” 
Glaude added.

But at the controversial World 
Missionary Church on 123rd 
Street and Lenox Avenue, Pastor 
James David Manning, UTS ’85, 
said he has formed a loyal congre-
gation around the ardent defense 
of radical political views.

A large sign that reads, “The 
blood of Jesus against Obama/
History made 4 November 2008 A 
Taliban/Muslim Illegally Elected/
President USA Hussein” hanging 
at his church is only further evi-
dence of that.

“an abomination 
against god”

Addressing questions of sexu-
al orientation has become sticky 
for Baptist clergy members. The 
public’s increasing acceptance 
of same-sex marriage and gay 
rights conflicts with conven-
tional Baptist views—that ho-
mosexuality is a sin. 

According to Butler, skirting 
around this debate “is tearing 
our churches apart.” Panelist Otis 
Moss, a pastor at Chicago’s Trinity 
United Church of Christ, said his 
congregation shrunk when they 
became a “same-gender loving 
community.” He attributed the 
decrease to “straight flight,” the 
loss of heterosexual congregants 
when the ministry formally de-
clares their tolerance of gays. 
Abyssinian has yet to broach the 
topic of sexual orientation.

“We have not yet even tiptoed 
into that arena ... of sexuality in 
the black church,” said Marshall. 
“We do not affirm a homosexual 
lifestyle at Abyssinian and we do 
not oppose any lifestyle choice.”

At the World Missionary 
Church, Manning has been more 
vocal on the issue. “Certainly I 
support the biblical position that 
homosexuality is an abomina-
tion against God,” he said, and 
posited that his congregants 
generally agree. 

 While his radical positions 
may not have united the neigh-
borhood, they have united his 
congregation. He declined to give 
the number of congregants in the 
World Missionary Church, but 
said its 350-person sanctuary is 
full during Sabbath services and 
that he is eyeing a larger space 
farther downtown as the church 
becomes more popular.

for richer and for poorer
Although representatives from 

both Abyssinian Church and the 

United House of Prayer for All 
People said that membership has 
not declined in recent years, the 
economic depression has changed 
the religious landscape of Harlem.

Over the past three years sev-
eral churches have closed, includ-
ing Our Lady Queen of Angels 
Church and Greater Calvary 
Baptist Church.

For Marshall, the economic 
crisis “affected how people sup-
port the church financially.” 
Abyssinian advocates the practice 
of tithing, or giving 10 percent of 

income to the church. However, as 
Marshall recognizes, “when peo-
ple are going through hard times, 
they tighten what they give.”

For Abyssinian, this creates a 
huge problem. The church has 
an open door policy, meaning it 
is open seven days a week from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. “Our being open 
requires that the lights are on, 
that the heat is on, that the wa-
ter’s running,” Marshall said. “If 
people aren’t giving, you can’t al-
ways pay the light bill.”

“It’s important that while 

we look at generalizations … we 
highlight the exceptions,” said 
Marshall at the panel. Baptist 
churches are once again begin-
ning to work together, especially 
as some fall on harder times. “Here 
in Harlem, there are small con-
ventions of storefront churches.”

Even as they face a chal-
lenging social and financial cli-
mate, congregants and clergy 
said that they remain optimis-
tic about the future. At House of 
Prayer, many congregants work 
in the kitchen and volunteer 

throughout Harlem.
The Abyssinian Church 

Development Corporation runs 
a food bank and a homeless 
shelter, and has built affordable 
housing as well as the Thurgood 
Marshall Academy, a public 
charter high school.

According to panelist Moss, 
these developments are reassur-
ing. “There are people who are 
doing incredible work on the 
ground. Is it national? No…but lo-
cal is how we go global.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Historically black churches in Harlem struggle to retain purpose, unity in neighborhood
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DELIVERANCE  |  Black churches in Harlem have found different ways of filling pews and keeping the neighborhood interested.
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PUNCH THE BALLOT  |  On a typically left-leaning campus, 
Tyler Trumbach, CC ’13, is supporting the Tea Party on Nov. 2. 

“People were really 
excited about 
doing the work that 
needed to be done.”
—Sean Udell, CCSC senior 

class president

CHURCHES from front page
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BY KAVITHA SURANA
Columbia Daily Spectator 

For film majors and film aficionados alike, 
there are plenty of ways to learn about different 
aspects of the film industry right on Columbia’s 

campus. 
Columbia’s undergraduate film 

program is notorious for being the-
ory-based, giving students little ex-

posure to hands-on production techniques. To 
remedy this, film clubs offer students from all 
different majors the chance to try their hand 
at screenwriting, directing, film editing, video 
shooting, and everything else that goes into 
video production. 

Columbia Undergraduate Film 
Production (CUFP) produces five short films 
a year and gives students support from script 
to screen, as well as offering members access to 
a wealth of production equipment. “We really 
encourage people without previous experience 
to join,” club President Max Rifkind-Barron, 
CC ’11, said. “We want creative minds who are 
willing to work in a collaborative setting.” 

The club operates through an ever-growing 
database of volunteer crew members. Students 
who are interested join the listserv to keep up 
on projects and available positions and to ap-
ply for positions as they come up. Starting in 
November, CUFP will send out applications 
for the director portion of the short film pro-
cess. The club will also hold a fall showcase in 
November and a film festival in the spring to 
highlight films produced by Columbia students. 

Students can also learn the ropes of film pro-
duction with Columbia University Television 
(CTV). Last semester was a success with popu-
lar comedy shows such as “Failed Flirtations” 
and “The Guerilla Show.” Currently, the club 

FILM
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BY ALICIA ALLEN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

When poet Timothy Donnelly was diagnosed 
with scarlet fever as a child, he told his parents he 
couldn’t die because he had not yet written a book. 

Now a graduate of the MFA pro-
gram and a professor of creative writ-
ing at Columbia’s School of the Arts, 
Donnelly has published two books. 
His most recent anthology of poems, 

“The Cloud Corporation,” was released in September 
and has received immense critical and popular praise. 

As an undergraduate at Johns Hopkins, Donnelly 
initially anticipated majoring in film, which he con-
sidered a wonderful vehicle with which he could 
create fantastical new worlds. Donnelly soon came to 
admire poetry as an equally expressive and personal 
means of delving into the fantastical. After partici-
pating in a poetry workshop and exploring his cre-
ative writing style, Donnelly decided to study poetry 
academically. 

In an era when confessional and post-confession-
al poetry was in vogue, Donnelly often received criti-
cism from his peers. His professors came to his de-
fense and explained that the whimsical and strange 
do have a role in serious literature. 

Donnelly creates fantasy worlds as a way to de-
velop his own poetic technique, rhythm, and style. 
He believes that it was necessary to first develop 
technical writing skills before he could include more 
personal themes from his own life or address social 
responsibility. 

SoA professor 
practices peculiar 
poetics with new 
anthology

BOOKS

Cinephiles focus on Columbia’s film and TV organizations

ZARA CASTANY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BEHIND THE CAMERA  |  CTV members work on putting out one of the station’s many programs. SEE DONNELLY, page 7 SEE CINEPHILES, page 7
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Characterizing   
creativity BY AGLAIA CAVASOLA

Columbia Daily Spectator 

With papers to write and midterms to take, students 
may find it difficult to get creative during this time of 
the year. Fortunately, the Philosophy of Creativity 

Conference, held in Barnard Hall this 
Thursday through Saturday, may be able to 
inspire anxious students. The organizers of 
the conference, Barnard philosophy profes-
sor Elliot Paul and New York University psy-

chology professor Scott Kaufman, set up the event to 
explore topics such as the origins of creativity and the 
role of creativity in science and art. Paul and Kaufman, 
friends since their days as roommates at Yale, have an 
ease and youthful energy about them that helped them 
line up an exciting array of professionals to discuss their 
research on creativity. 

Indeed, the event’s list of speakers is a melting pot of 
neuroscientists, psychologists, artists, and philosophers 
from both the United States and Europe.  

One lecturer, University of Cambridge philoso-
phy professor Simon Blackburn, will give a talk titled 
“Creativity and Not So Dumb Luck.” Blackburn, who 
speaks with the accent and the grave tone of a Charles 
Dickens character, believes creativity is about finding a 
balance between being fearless and having good judg-
ment—this balance, he said, distinguishes the type of 
creativity artists exhibit from that of children. He also 
believes that in order to reach the “eureka” moment, 
research is as important as practice. 

“The more you practice, the luckier you get,” 
Blackburn said. He also quoted the famous words of 
Thomas Edison: “Genius is 99 percent perspiration 
and one percent inspiration.”

Another presenter at the conference, Paul Miller, is 
a professor of music at the European Graduate School, 
but he is better known by the name of his musical alter 
ego, DJ Spooky. He will give a lecture titled “Sound 
Unbound,” which explores the role of the artist in to-
day’s technology-dependent society. 

Miller also started the Vanuatu Project, a retreat for 
artists on an island in the Pacific Ocean where they can 
escape from the information overload of the Western 
world and help improve the island’s welfare and envi-
ronmental sustainability. The “artist’s deed is to cel-
ebrate life and show another possible world,” he said, 
underscoring that creativity and community involve-
ment can go hand-in-hand.

With such a variety of speakers lined up for the con-
ference, some good old-fashioned intellectual squab-
bling is sure to come up. While some researchers are 
concerned with measuring and detecting creativity be-
fore it arises naturally, some philosophers in the group 
feel that the creative process is merely a mixture of 
elbow grease and luck.  

According to Blackburn, psychologists “can’t just 
go out and wait for Leonardo [da Vinci] to come along, 
so they use these statistical/tractable laboratory ex-
periments.” In practice, as he said, they “use problem-
solving to measure creativity, but, like in a crossword 
puzzle, it doesn’t take much creativity.” 

He also issued a warning to the neuroscientists in-
vited to speak: “I’m very suspicious of any theory which 
involves things like hormones—very often, it’s an ex-
cuse to put women down.”  

But one thing many experts, old and young, can 
agree on is that structure is a necessary start for cre-
ativity in any field. Unfortunately, that means there is 
not much hope of abolishing midterms anytime soon.  

“Being in the World,” an award-winning documentary 
about creativity, will be screened at the conference on 
Saturday, Oct. 30. Tickets can be purchased for $8 with 
CUID on the conference’s website, www.philosophyof-
creativity.com.   

Lecture series 
to seek the art 
underneath

ART



BY LANBO ZHANG

The Yankees almost brought another World Series to 
New York. The Giants and the Jets are well into their regular 
season. Madison Square Garden, home of both the Rangers 
and the Knicks, is about to be busy again. New York has 
more major league teams than any other city in the nation. 
Yet, although the CUID makes Columbia students basically 
VIPs at any major museum or theater in the city, Columbia 
does not provide students with a single opportunity to see 
one of the home teams play.

I am in no way criticizing the Arts Initiative at Columbia 
University for providing students with free or discounted 
access to museum exhibits and Broadway shows. Living on 
a student’s budget is not easy, and without the special ac-
cess we get to museums and theaters, I would probably not 
even consider going.  Visiting the Met or seeing a Broadway 
production is culturally and academically enriching, but 
not all of these initiatives serve a pedagogical purpose. To 
some extent the CU Arts Initiative is for entertainment. 

A significant number of the events and venues that are 

covered under the CU Arts Initiative are only tangentially 
linked to the curriculum. Often these are experiences that 
are uniquely identifiable with New York City. Another por-
tion of the CU Arts Initiative is entirely unrelated to the cur-
riculum. A discount to AMC movie theaters hardly counts 
as academically beneficial or culturally enriching. There 
really is no institutional goal served by making it cheaper 
for students to see the latest Harry Potter movie. This part 
of the CU Arts Initiative is really just a nice thing for the 
University to do. Put bluntly, the CU Arts Initiative is a 
good way for students to experience the city at a low cost.

Yet we cannot paint a complete picture of New York’s cul-
ture without the sports. There is a reason why New Yorkers 
hate the Red Sox, why they like Eli more than Peyton, and 
why people wear blue jerseys around Penn Station when the 
Rangers are skating at home.

Seeing A-Rod hit a home run or Lundqvist get a shutout 
is as culturally emblematic of New York as seeing “The Lion 
King” on Broadway or visiting the Frick.

However, just as museum and Broadway tickets are often 
beyond the means of most college students, sports in this city 
aren’t exactly affordable. Sitting in the bleachers at Yankee 
Stadium usually costs just $14, but to see Marian Gaborik hit 
top shelf at the Garden costs at least $50. To see LT make 
some carries: $116 plus surcharges and tax.

There is no logical reason why Columbia should focus on 
just one aspect of life in New York City. I am not trying to say 

that Columbia should buy a section’s worth of season tick-
ets at Giants Stadium, just as I wouldn’t say that Columbia 
must buy an entire row’s worth of tickets to every Broadway 
show. But there is no way that every seat is taken at a regular 
season Yankees game when they play the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Columbia obviously has enough sway to convince the 
Guggenheim and MoMA to admit its students without 
charge. Why can’t the Yankees or the Rangers do the same? 
Granted, the Guggenheim isn’t looking for profit, but the 
Yankees aren’t exactly losing much by giving Columbia stu-
dents some otherwise empty seats either.

Maybe this is all wishful thinking on my part, but once 
in a while, it would make my day to see Marian Gaborik hit 
top shelf.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

CU Arts needs an 
athletic counterpart

Just as museum and Broadway 
tickets are often beyond the means 
of most college students, sports in 
this city aren’t exactly aΩordable. 
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If there’s one point that all New 
Yorkers can see eye-to-eye on, 

it’s that space is a limited commod-
ity in New York City. As a result, 
city-dwellers learn to re-envision 
how rooms can be used and, above 
all, how to share the little space that 
is available. At some point, though, 
square footage simply reaches maxi-
mum capacity, and debates over how 
to dole it out ensue.

Take the micro conflict of sharing 
a closet-sized double at Columbia and 
apply it to a bigger issue: that of sharing school space. 
At P.S. 145 on 105th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, 
parents, school administrators, teachers, and edu-
cation activists have been in heated debate—which 
has escalated to intense screaming matches—over 
Harlem Success Academy, the charter school network 
run by former City Councilwoman Eva Moskowitz. 
Moskowitz plans to open a charter school in the P.S. 
145 building next fall.

It’s clear that housing two schools in one building 
will require a large adjustment and will unavoidably 
cause some glitches. However, the question remains: 
Is it worth it?

If the bottom line for everyone related to academic 
institutions is improving the education system for the 
children in it, the sacrifices incurred from sharing space 
must be weighed against the possible benefits accrued 
by opening a new school.

This specific incident is representative of similar 
tensions that occur all over the city in every bor-
ough, as it is not uncommon for several independent 
schools to operate out of a single building divided up 
by floor. Areas such as gyms, cafeterias, and play-
grounds may be shared, but other than that, each 
school operates on its own schedule and with its own 
staff, students, and budget.

Think of what happens when four roommates have 
different schedules. Inevitably, two will be waiting 
for the bathroom at the same time, and two won’t be 
able to sleep late because the others have early classes. 
Now imagine all of the possible problems that could 
arise when several academic institutions reside in the 
same building.

The most salient issue is overcrowding. Those who 
oppose the charter school at West 105th Street argue 
that if Harlem Success Academy opens with kinder-
garten and first-grade classes in 2011, the building 
will be supporting too many bodies. (However, reports 
show that P.S. 145 is only at 59 percent capacity.)

Logistical problems occur in the following types 
of scenarios as well: One school decides to have a 
fire drill at the same time another has an assembly. 
Students from one school bully those from another 
on the playground. Standardized test scores for one 
school rank significantly better than those at the 

other, but it’s not as if students can simply choose 
to switch to the better school upstairs. Those are 
just some examples of the friction caused by sharing 
school space.

An argument in favor of Harlem Success Academy 
is that opening a new school increases school choice 
in the community by expanding the options available 
to parents. If this benefit outweighs the drawbacks, it 
is probably worth it for Harlem Success Academy to 
move into P.S. 145’s building in fall 2011.

An interesting facet of this particular dispute over 
sharing school space is the neighborhood that Harlem 
Success Academy is targeting. There is a huge concen-
tration of charter schools north of Columbia in West 
Harlem, but this one would cater primarily to students 
who live south of West 110th Street.

As “Waiting for Superman”—the movie about 
Geoffrey Canada of Harlem Children’s Zone—high-
lights, parents of all income levels are considering 
charter schools as viable alternatives to their neigh-
borhood schools. A charter school on the Upper West 
Side may also help to alleviate overcrowding at some 
of the best public schools if it turns out to be a top-
notch option.

Columbia students should care about the con-
troversy at P.S. 145 because it’s in the neighborhood 
where we live and study. As community members, we 
shouldn’t ignore how local politics impact students 
right beyond our gates.

We should also be aware of the conflict because of 
our own experiences with controversy involving shared 
real estate and land, not just in living arrangements 
but also in Manhattanville. Since we have personally 
lived this controversy, we understand how ownership 
of space can translate into a position of power. Bringing 
this perspective to other local debates is one entrée for 
more active engagement in local politics.

Jessica Hills is a Barnard College junior majoring in 
political science and French language. She is a former 

associate news editor. Class Notes runs alternate 
Thursdays. 
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Parents, school administrators, 
teachers, and education activists 
have been in heated debate—
which has escalated to intense 
screaming matches—over Harlem 
Success Academy.

How we learn to live without rooms of our own

Between shouts at the players on 
the field, fans in the stadium, and 

Prezbo on the sideline, I asked myself 
last Saturday: Why have I never been 
to a football game before? It’s been on 
my bucket list since freshman year, 
so why haven’t I done it?

I heard the question again several 
times as the game ended, despite the 
loss, from friends whose voices were 
shot by two hours of cheers and beers. 

Why have we never gone to a 
football game before?

It makes little sense—none of the 
people I’ve spoken to about this issue 
regretted going to an athletics event at 
Columbia, but few have gone to more than a handful. The 
answer is as complex as the problem, but I think revamp-
ing the way Columbia athletics are marketed to students 
must be part of the solution. 

We all knew coming to Columbia that we weren’t going 
to a rah-rah sports university. We didn’t expect to be painting 
ourselves blue on the weekends and rushing the field after 
beating our hated rivals. Hell, we don’t even have hated rivals.

But is that why students don’t come to our games in 
any significant way? Is it because our spectator sports 
don’t have (in recent times) winning records? Is it that 
we really don’t have enough time to spare? Or is it 
because we’re simply not seeing the reason to sacrifice 
the time to support our teams?

This isn’t the good ol’ days when athletic attendance 
simply came with the territory of being A Columbia 
Gentleman. I’m beginning to think that today’s 
Columbia students (like me) won’t begin turning out to 
games in significant numbers until they’re given a good 
reason to—and “school spirit” won’t suffice. 

A place where our athletics program can perhaps look 
for inspiration is the men’s rugby team. They have done 
an excellent job of showing how that can be done without 
having to entice (bribe?) fans with promises of more free 
beers than can be held at once.  

By holding events on Low Plaza and in open bars cross-
town, fliering in residence halls, and developing a robust 
Facebook presence, the rugby team has upped attendance 
and made its presence felt on campus. What makes this 
effort different from that of, say, the football team—and 
what I believe makes it particularly effective—is that it is 
entirely student-run and utilizes methods that non-athlet-
ic student groups use to turn people out for events. 

Though it might feel that their work is at times invisible 
(aside from that ticker above Dodge), there is a full-time 
staff of five in the Sports Information Department dedi-
cated to marketing athletic events to students. They use 
Facebook, Twitter, and the athletics website (all three of 
which I first saw while writing of this article) to attempt to 
increase awareness. But several problems stand in the way 
of this department’s effectiveness.

First, they have an avowed anti-fliering policy that I 
believe must be revisited. If athletics is serious about in-
creasing attendance, it must be willing to kill some trees. 
Putting up fliers and distributing palm-cards in Lerner 
and the residence halls takes substantial effort, but such 
hard work translates to huge turnouts for the various 
culture shows that use the same strategies. Under this 
policy, individual captains have the ability to advertise 
games in this way, but I have not seen it done in any sub-
stantial way in my four years here.

Second, the department must encourage athletes on cam-
pus to promote these events on their own Facebook pages, 
in their classes, and with various on- and off-campus events. 
Students won’t come to athletic events because Columbia 
tells them to. They will turn out in droves, however, if their 
friends can personally guarantee them a good time. 

Unfortunately, athletics at Columbia doesn’t enjoy the 
elevated status that it does at many universities in this 
country. That’s why sports teams must use the methods 
and strategies that other campus organizations use to give 
students a good reason to come to events. 

So why hadn’t I gone to a Columbia football game be-
fore? Because it didn’t sound like it’d be as much fun as the 
Varsity Show. The fact is, though, that I enjoyed screaming 
my head off, cursing Dartmouth, and chanting with friends 
this weekend more than I enjoyed any single event at 
Columbia. I was wrong: it didn’t sound like more fun than 
the Varsity Show, but it was. And if it takes a few pine trees 
to convince younger students not to make the same error I 
made, then so be it. 

Nuriel Moghavem is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in neuroscience and behavior. He is a representative on the 
Activities Board at Columbia. My Columbia Bucket List 

runs alternate Thursdays. 

We can roar more a 
little more

My 
Columbia 
Bucket 
List

NURIEL 
MOGHAVEM 

If athletics is serious about 
increasing attendance, it must be 
willing to kill some trees.
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LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.
CERTIFIED TRANSLATIONS in over 
80 languages. Accurate, affordable and 
quick. Accepted by government, ed-
ucational and legal institutions.  (646) 
707-0923; info@novalanguages.com. 
www.novalanguages.com

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
IVY LEAGUE ALUM seeks egg donor. 
Successful NY careerwoman. Married 
at 39, failed IVF’s, need an Egg Donor 
to bring another soul into the world. 
Jewish preferred: hopefulmom38@
yahoo.com. $10K winter break. Tax 
exempt

 
LOOKING FOR THIRD YEAR law stu-
dent or grad P/T for legal research. 
Contact Rosemarie at 1 (718) 265-
1872 or 1 (347) 598-7798 9 am-5 pm, 
7 days.
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED 
Writer seeks P/T Assistant to help or-
ganize manuscript dealing with board 
game Scrabble. Must in interested in 
humorous poetry and should be free 
to work Sundays 12 to 4 pm. Email: 
matisse33@aol.com 
PROGRAMMER AND WEBSITE build-
er needed for amateur’s online neu-
roscience project. Should understand 
Sudoku puzzle. Share “glory”. Will en-
hance your resume. mnemonicshouse 
@hotmail.com

BARTENDERS NEEDED
Males and females. No experience 
necessary for bars, clubs, restaurants, 
special events. Earn cash tips daily. 
Should enjoy working with the pub-
lic. Call (718) 956-7959.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

COLUMBIA AREA. Spacious 3 BR, 
2 bath. Exquisitely renov pre-war, win-
dowed office, custom cabinetry, W/D, 
CAT5 wiring, lux finishes. $1.139M, 
or for rent $5500. Lori Glick, LGlick@
stribling.com; (212) 585-4536.
$350K FOR RECENTLY RENOV 4- 
room, 1 BR apt with hardwood floors 
in a well-maintained walk-up bldg. The 
apt is near the 96 St & Lexington Ave 
subway and 3 blocks from Central 
Park. Income restrictions apply and 
all offers will be entertained. Please 
contact Brian (212) 831-1368 or bri-
anresales@gmail.com for more info.
$599K FOR 7-ROOM CO-OP, 1275 
sq ft, 3 BRs, 1 bath apt located on 
137 St between B’way & Riverside 
Dr. The apt is spacious and provides 
charming accommodations, has 10-
ft ceilings, hardwood floors, and is 
close to public transp, CU, and Riv-
erbank Park. Please note income re-
strictions apply and all offers will be 
entertained. To view, please call Bri-
an (212) 831-1368 or email at brian-
resales@gmail.com
$375K FOR RECENTLY RENOV 5- 
room, 2 BR apt with hardwood floors 
in a well-maintained walk-up bldg. The 
apt is near the 96 St & Lexington Ave 
subway and 3 blocks from Central 
Park. Income restrictions apply, all 
offers will be entertained. Please con-
tact Brian (212) 831-1368 or brianre-
sales@gmail.com for more info.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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the University to acquire the 
remaining private property in 
the neighborhood.

Now, the attorneys repre-
senting two property hold-
outs, who have refused to sell 
to Columbia, are appealing the 
decision to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, arguing 
that the decision promotes an 
abuse of eminent domain law 
and violates fundamental con-
stitutional rights.

In Perkins’ brief, of which 
Spectator obtained a copy on 
Tuesday, he echoed the attor-
neys’ argument, asserting that 
the Court of Appeals ignored le-
gal safeguards articulated in the 
landmark 2005 Supreme Court 
ruling in Kelo v. City of New 
London—in which the Supreme 
Court ruled that land could be 
transferred from one private 
owner to another through em-
inent domain in order to pro-
mote economic rejuvenation—
and in the process abdicated its 
responsibility of judicial law re-
view. Furthermore, he writes in 
his brief that process of eminent 
domain unfairly targets minor-
ities and poorer sectors of the 
population.

“The need for clarification 
of Kelo’s taking jurisprudence 
on pretext is especially impor-
tant given the nature of urban 
redevelopment in the United 
States, which targets the most 

marginal and least influential 
communities,” Perkins argues 
in his brief.  “Far too often, its 
negative impacts have fallen 
disproportionately on racial 
and ethnic minorities and the 
economically disadvantaged.”  

For those directly involved 
in the case, Perkins’ amicus 
brief is a much-welcomed 
document. They hope it will 
increase the probability of the 
Supreme Court presiding over 
their case, despite the statisti-
cal unlikelihood of this hap-
pening—last year, over 8,000 
cases were filed, and only ap-
proximately 80 of those were 
taken by the court.

“The idea is that when you 
have more serious documents 
coming in, briefs of this sort 
by well-known, well-mean-
ing think tanks and elected 
officials and the like, I think 
that’s the type of thing that 
law clerks who do a first read 
[of the briefs] will look at,” 
said David Smith, attorney of 
gas station owners Gurnam 
Singh and Parminder Kaur, 
who are among the holdouts 
in the case. Smith added that 
in addition to Perkins’ amicus 
brief, think tanks including the 
Cato Institute, the Institute for 
Justice, and the Pacific Legal 
Foundation also filed briefs.

Yet some experts say that 
Perkins’ brief may not neces-
sarily be of benefit to the par-
ties on whose behalf he wrote.

“A brief from an unknown 
person that makes a new ar-
gument is more helpful than a 
brief from a well-known person 
that makes a point other briefs 
have already made,” law profes-
sor Christina Burnett said.

But by virtue of Perkins’ role 
as a political figure, his brief 
may even carry less weight than 
it would coming from someone 
in a different position, accord-
ing to some experts.

“Politicians send amicus 
briefs in for their own politi-
cal purposes,” political science 
professor David Epstein said. 
“Coming from a state senator, 
the court might see it as a po-
litical statement and not a legal 
issue.”

Still, others counter that 
Perkins’ political career must 
be viewed separately from his 
amicus brief, which they say is 
entirely grounded in legal argu-
ments—not political ones.

“The amicus brief by Senator 
Perkins is exclusively legal and 
based on policy, and it cites nu-
merous cases and articles,” said 
Norman Siegel, attorney for one 
of the holdouts, Tuck-it-Away 
Storage owner Nick Sprayregen. 
“What the amicus brief from 
the Senator does, it makes the 
point that the Court should take 
the case because the New York 
Court of Appeals ignored the 
Kelo decision, and that’s clearly 
a legal point.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com 

at Baker to strength training 
at Dodge, especially during the 
preseason. And the limited size 
of the facilities means the foot-
ball team has to lift at Dodge in 
three shifts.

All-Ivy offensive lineman 
Jeff Adams, CC ’12, said that al-
though lifting under this sched-
ule hasn’t hindered the team, 
with 110 players on the roster, a 
larger weightlifting area would 
make strength training more 
efficient.

“With a bigger weight room 
up in the field, we can get ev-
erybody up there and all lift at 
the same time, and it’s fun to lift 
with everybody,” Adams said.

Yahr said that space re-
strictions can be difficult. 
“Sometimes we’ve had to lift 
with other teams, there are a lot 
of football players, sometimes 
they overlap with us. Having an-
other space would really help 
with that,” she said.

Plans for Campbell also in-
clude an athlete study cen-
ter. Murphy said that this was 
an important considering the 
hours many athletes spend at 
Baker.  

When students are at Baker, 
“They do not have full resourc-
es available to them” that they 
might have on campus, Murphy 
said. “The Campbell Sports 
Center will provide our student-
athletes a place to study and 
bond with their teammates.”

benefits beyond students
Along the third and fourth 

floors of Dodge, Columbia’s 
coaches and athletics adminis-
tration are presently stacked in 
rows of office cubicles. When 
Columbia added women’s ath-
letics in 1983, it did not increase 
the size of its facilities to accom-
modate this and has not provid-
ed more office space since the 
1970s. As a result, the head coach 
and assistant coaches for each 
sport share an office. 

According to several head 
coaches, this confinement re-
duces the efficiency of their 
everyday operations, and any 
future space at Campbell would 
be a welcome benefit.

“Having separate offices for 
head and assistant coaches will 
be a big improvement,” men’s 
tennis head coach Bid Goswami 
said, adding that he personally re-
quested to have his office moved 
to the future Campbell Center.

Under the proposed plan, 
some of these offices, includ-
ing the entire football depart-
ment suite, would relocate 
to Campbell, where the head 
coach and assistant coaches of 
each sport would have separate 
suites.

“I know my staff is excit-
ed to have an office and con-
ference room,” said Kevin 
Anderson, the head coach for 
men’s soccer. “This will help 
with the day-to-day adminis-
tration of the team, recruiting, 
and alumni relations.”

That relocation could have 
implications for non-athletes 
as well. With the vacancies 
that would appear by relocat-
ing some of the offices to Baker, 
Murphy said that the athletics 
department will have the op-
portunity to redesign the struc-
ture of Dodge Gym—possibly 
adding more amenities for the 
student body.

While she didn’t provide spe-
cifics, Murphy said that “with 
more available space in Dodge, 
the University in a future fund-
raising campaign would be able 
to modernize the Dodge Fitness 
Center and increase the amount 

of space dedicated to campus 
recreation as well as athletics.”

making athletics a 
priority

University officials believe 
that the Campbell Sports Center 
will give Columbia an edge in Ivy 
League athlete recruitment.

“Improvements to Baker Field 
will make us a more attractive 
endgame for student-athletes,” 
said Robert Kasdin, University 
executive vice president.

Head softball coach Kayla 
Noonan agreed, adding, “The 
Campbell Sports Center will 
be a huge recruiting tool for 

Columbia teams. Making the 
Baker Athletics Complex the 
best it can be will make a big dif-
ference for everyone.”

Goswami, head coach of the 
Ivy League-winning men’s ten-
nis team the past two years, cau-
tioned that facilities are just one 
in many factors in a recruit’s de-
cision, but they do play a part.

“I am sure the Campbell 
Sports Center will be very im-
portant for recruiting, especially 
once it is built,” he said.

For University President Lee 
Bollinger, the Campbell Sports 
Center has a dual purpose. 
“It’s more of a practical help to 

athletics but even more impor-
tantly, it’s a symbol for the im-
portance of athletics in the uni-
versity,” Bollinger said in a recent 
interview. 

This reflects a larger com-
mitment of Bollinger’s, who said 
that improving the quality of the 
University’s athletics has been 
a personal priority since he ar-
rived here.

Now, “People don’t think 
of us as the doormat of Ivy 
League sports,” Bollinger said. 
“And what’s happening up at 
Campbell Sports Center is just 
another step in that.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com 

Director Mark Orlowski wrote 
in an email.

“Since 2008, the Report Card 
has become significantly more 
transparent by posting all sur-
vey responses online last year 
and this year, in addition to 
making the breakdown of the 
points allocated between our in-
dicators in our grading system 
publicly available,” Orlowski 
added. “Unfortunately, last year 
Columbia was part of just 5% of 
schools that chose not to make 
their full survey responses pub-
lic and this year they chose to be 
part of just the 10% schools not 
to respond to any of our surveys.”

“The first time we heard seri-
ous concerns raised by represen-
tatives of the Columbia admin-
istration was when Columbia’s 
overall grade dropped from an 
‘A-’ to a ‘B’ last year,” he wrote.

According to Emily Flynn, a 
communications fellow at the 
Institute, it is very rare for a col-
lege to opt out of completing the 
surveys. When a college does opt 
out, the Institute gathers its own 
data on the school based on pub-
lic information.

Overall, there were 52 
A-range grades, 178 B-range, 70 
C-range, 18 D-range, and one F 
given. Three of the schools were 
ungraded. There were a total of 
62 B-plus grades given.

Despite its better overall 
score, Columbia only improved 

in one of the nine subcatego-
ries evaluated: Administration, 
Climate Change and Energy, 
Food and Recycling, Green 
Building, Student Involvement, 
Transportation, Endowment 
Transparency, Investment 
Priorities, and Shareholder 
Engagement. The average of the 
grades in all of these categories 
determines the overall score.

Columbia ’s  Student 
Involvement score increased 
from a B in 2010 to an A in 2011. 
Flynn attributed this in part to 
students working with the ad-
ministration on a green pur-
chasing policy and hosting an 
EcoRep program to promote 
sustainability on campus.

The University’s scores in the 
other categories stayed the same 
as last year. Columbia received A 
grades in Investment Priorities 
and Shareholder Engagement; B 
grades in Administration, Food 
and Recycling, Green Building, 
Transportation, and Endowment 
Transparency; and a C in Climate 
Change and Energy.

Despite its low score in 
Climate Change and Energy, 
Mesa said the University has 
made great strides in its climate 
change efforts.

“Since the adoption of our 
climate action plan in 2007, we 
have already made significant 
progress in achieving our goal of 
a 30 percent cut in carbon emis-
sions by the year 2017 through a 
wide variety of well-publicized 

efforts, from major capital in-
vestments in energy systems, 
to green roofs and recycling, to 
going trayless and new conser-
vation and alternative energy 
sources,” she said.

Since each category ac-
counts for 11 percent of the to-
tal grade, Flynn said that if there 
is a change in one category, it is 
natural to see a change in the 
overall grade.

Barnard improved in five cat-
egories, worsened in one, and 
stayed the same in three.

It received an A in Shareholder 
Engagement, up from an F in 
2010. It received B grades in 
Climate Change and Energy 
and Student Involvement, and C 
grades in Administration, Food 
and Recycling, Green Building, 
Endowment Transparency, and 
Investment Priorities. Its lowest 
score was a D in Transportation, 
down from a C in 2010.

Although Barnard received 
a lower score than Columbia, 
Flynn said that smaller schools 
do not necessarily do worse than 
larger institutions in general. 
Flynn added that factors such as 
geographical location, endow-
ment size, and the size of the stu-
dent body are taken into account.

Even if smaller institutions 
do not have the same amount of 
resources as larger schools, she 
said, “We will give you points for 
everything you do have.”

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com 

CU ranks last in Ivy League in sustainability report Perkins argues against CU’s eminent domain use

New athletic complex to provide more workout areas, study spaces for student-athletes 
BAKER from front page

PERKINS from front pageREPORT from front page

The new Campbell Athletics Center will 
feature a larger strength and conditioning 
center, a varsity coaches suite, and a 
student-athlete study center. 

BUILDING PLAN COURTESY OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY / GRAPHIC BY REBECCA SCHWARZ
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Columbia. Both of her goals fol-
lowed restarts, the first coming 
off a long throw-in from freshman 
midfielder Chelsea Ryan, and the 
second off a loose ball after a cor-
ner by Hostetler.  

Dooley’s emergence reaf-
firmed that no one player is 
expected to carry Columbia’s 
offense and that no one player 
does. In any match, anyone can 
become the Lions’ scorer.

Freshman forward Coleen 
Rizzo netted her first career 
goal and Ryan tallied her second 
in the Lions’ 2-0 victory against 
Manhattan. Ryan scored off a 
corner, giving Hostetler her sev-
enth assist of the year.  

But Columbia could not sus-
tain its offense on Saturday. 
Despite earning several long 

throw-ins and 10 corner kicks, 
the Lions scored just once in their 
2-1 loss to Dartmouth.

“We were doing the first half of 
the work that we needed to do—
we were doing all of the winning 
the restarts, getting the ball deep 
in their half, attacking, getting cor-
ner kicks—but then … we just kind 
of sat back and were expecting the 
goals to come, because they have 
been,” Hostetler said. “We’d win a 
restart—throw-in or corner—and 
then we’d just [be like], ‘OK, let’s 
see if we get this one in,’ whereas 
it needed to be like, ‘We are get-
ting this ball in the net. We’re fly-
ing into this run and just knocking 
over the goalie if we have to, but 
this ball’s going to go in the net.’”

With just one Ivy League 
loss, the Lions’ season is far 
from finished. In fact, Columbia 
remains atop the conference 

standings, though it now shares 
that position with Penn.

Had Princeton beaten 
Harvard on Saturday, the Tigers 
would have gained sole pos-
session of first place and left 
Columbia without control of its 
fate. As it stands, the Lions are 
guaranteed at least a share of the 
league championship if they win 
their last two Ivy matches.

The defeat against Dartmouth 
may have come at just the right 
time, allowing Columbia to re-
evaluate its efforts before its final 
push in conference play.

“I think it was a good lesson 
to be learned, losing that game,” 
Hostetler said. “We can’t always 
just expect the wins are going to 
come to us. We have to go after 
them, and that’s what we’re go-
ing to have to do in these next 
two games.” 

Restarts crucial to Light Blue attack

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HOME STRETCH  |  Junior Ashlin Yahr and the rest of the Lions have just two games left this year. 

INFOCUS from back page

ZARA CASTANY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CANDID CAMERA  |  CTV President Gabriel Ho (right), CC ’12, discusses the night’s broadcast with a club member.

He explored the technique of 
writing as a starting point because, 
as he said, “language needs craft, 
not just transmitting intelligence.” 
It was only after completing his 
undergraduate and graduate edu-
cation and publishing his first an-
thology of poems that Donnelly 
felt prepared to use his crafted 
language to incorporate more per-
sonal and worldly themes. 

In “The Cloud Corporation,” 
Donnelly deals with political 
topics such as torture at Abu 
Ghraib and the Vietnam My Lai 
Massacre. Although he clearly ad-
dresses these issues, he does not 
take an overt political stance on 
them. Instead, Donnelly chooses 
to convey his opinions through 
poetic elements such as irony and 
rhythm. 

Donnelly believes that poetry 
“comes close to religion insofar as 
it allows you to be in touch with 
something larger than yourself.” 
Poetry critics have viewed “The 
Cloud Corporation” as an excep-
tional portrayal of post-Sept. 11 
life: His work encapsulates our 
fear of death and our fear of corpo-
rations. This isn’t surprising given 
that Donnelly’s primary goal as a 
poet is to, as he said, “investigate 
certain kinds of psychologies” in 
order to create new worlds. 

Given the popularity and 
ubiquitous presence of digital 
media in our lives, poetry is often 
viewed as an inconvenient and 
indirect method of communica-
tion. However, Donnelly believes 
that, as he says, a “good chunk of 
the population” is aching to slow 
down and find a “sense of order” 
in their lives through words. 

Donnelly’s words of wisdom to 
aspiring writers are first to be pa-
tient. He explains that absorbing 
your surroundings and cultivating 
your craft take time. At the mo-
ment he is following his own ad-
vice as he waits “for some change 
to happen in his mind” before be-
ginning his next poem. Donnelly 
encourages those who feel that 
writing is their calling to remain 
committed despite discourage-
ment or self-doubt. 

When asked whether he longs 
to experiment with other forms 
of writing, Donnelly smiled. “I 
can’t,” he said, because he has 
“come to depend on the rhyth-
mic aspect of poetry … the paus-
es, the containable segments, the 
organization, the quirky aspects 
of language.”

has 10 shows in development or 
production, including a horror 
series, an investigative health 
show, and a claymation proj-
ect. Though the recruitment 
season has passed, President 
Gabriel Ho, CC ’12, said that 
CTV is always looking for more 
actors, producers, editors, and 
composers. 

For students interested in 
watching or distributing films, 
Ferris Reel Film Society and 
Columbia University National 
Undergraduate Film Festival 

(CUNUFF) bring together a 
like-minded group of students.  
Ferris Reel Film Society plans 
periodic screenings of block-
busters or advanced screen-
ings for free or cheap. Club 
President Gaia Goffe, CC ’11, 
said, “The Lerner Cinema holds 
about 350 people and very often 
we have almost a full house.” In 
the past the club has screened 
films like “Freakonomics” and 
“Inglourious Basterds” and will 
soon screen “Inception” and 
“Toy Story 3” for three dollars 
each—a great deal compared to 
city prices.   

Every year in April CUNUFF 
organizes a film festival of un-
dergraduate films from across 
the country and around the 
world. “I really like being a part 
of the process,” Rebecca Meng, 
GS ’11 and a member of three 
years, said. “It’s fun to watch the 
submissions and select which 
ones to put in the festival.” 

First semester the club meets 
on Tuesday nights in Hamilton 
507 to focus on advertising, fund-
raising, and submission search-
ing. Surprisingly, there aren’t 
many film majors in the club. “We 
are a group of film enthusiasts,” 

Co-President Nathan Ratapu, 
CC ’11, said. “Our club is about 
choosing really interesting and 
engaging films for the whole 
community.” CUNUFF also 
plans workshops on topics such 
as working with music and sound 
or panel distribution. 

Though Columbia might 
not have as active of a film 
community as NYU’s Tisch, 
film-oriented clubs on campus 
give any interested students a 
good introduction to working 
with film and a network of stu-
dents to collaborate with and 
learn from. 

SoA professor practices 
peculiar poetics

COURTESY OF TIMOTHY DONNELLY

‘CLOUD’ NINE  |  Writing 
professor Timothy Donnelly 
released a new poetry anthology.

Cinephiles focus on campus film, TV organizations

DONNELLY from page 3

CINEPHILES from page 3
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in the vicinity of Morningside 
Heights is found, hockey could 
experience similar success.

Hockey fans certainly ex-
ist on campus and it just takes 
looking at a map of where 
teams are located to see why. 
Three NHL hockey teams—
the New York Rangers, New 
Jersey Devils, and New York 
Islanders—are located just a 
train ride away. If there is one 
Ivy League school at which a 
hockey team could be success-
ful, it’s Columbia. 

More importantly, Columbia 
remains just one of two 
Ancient Eight schools without 
a varsity ice hockey team (the 
other being Penn). Ivy men’s 
ice hockey has existed for 76 
years and women’s for 34 years. 
With a fairly evened playing 
field over the past decade—
with all six teams winning at 
least one championship—a 
Lions hockey team could easily 
jump in the mix.

It is an opportunity for new 
rivalries, and new fans (both 
students and members of the 
surrounding community), and 
therefore a potential makeover 
to the scope of Columbia ath-
letics. The mere excitement of 
a new team on campus has, at 
the very least, genuine poten-
tial for success.

While I understand the 
tremendous difficulty of as-
sembling new varsity teams on 
campus, if squash was added as 
a varsity sport then ice hockey 
should be, too (no offense, 
squash). 

Worst-case scenario: 
Columbia spends good money 
and is left with another fanless 
sports team.

Best-case scenario: students 
start to pay attention to athlet-
ics and Columbia gains a team 
besides crew and fencing to 
bring the Light Blue some glory. 

There is a practical need for 
hockey on this campus, and it 
cannot be ignored. 

Michael Shapiro is a List College 
junior majoring in history and 

modern Jewish studies. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia 
needs varsity 
ice hockey

SHAPIRO from back page

seem worried about it. “No one 
is stressed or anxious,” Drouin 
said. “We all feel ready and 
confident.”

The Lions also have an ad-
vantage over the seven other 
schools competing this week-
end—course experience.

“I think ... having practiced on 
the course several times through-
out the season lends a large ad-
vantage to our team over the oth-
er Ivies,” McDonough said. “Parts 
of the course are deceptive, and it 
is a huge benefit to know where 
to push yourself and where to 
settle during the race.”

Poland said the same was true 
on the men’s side. “I think being 
able to run on the course twice 
a week all fall will help us come 
Friday, because we are so famil-
iar with every hill and aspect of 
the course,” he said.

Even with home-course 
advantage, there is still tough 
competition ahead for both 
Lion squads. Head coach Willy 
Wood, however, has faith in his 
runners. “This team possesses 
amazing maturity and a drive to 
achieve,” Wood said. “They have 
collectively improved weekly, 
and the energy is very positive 
heading into Friday.”

On both the men’s and wom-
en’s sides, each runner will need 
to have the best race of his or 
her season. Both teams have 
serious challenges awaiting 
them on the course, and pas-
sive racing won’t be enough if 
they hope to fight for the cham-
pionship title.

When asked what will be 
needed from each squad on 
Friday, Wood said, “We need 
seven runners on each team to 
perform heroically and the other 
five to die trying.” 

Women look 
to improve 
on third- 
place finish

HEPS from back page

JOSE GIRALT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TO THE LIMIT  |  Anthony Merra and the Lions will have to run 
hard to defend their title after narrowly edging the Tigers last year.

Ivy League Heptagonal Championships

PAST
FINISHES

2000 . . . . . 3 
2001 . . . . 5
2002 . . . . . 2
2003 . . . . . 2
2004 . . . . . 1

2005 . . . . . 5
2006 . . . . . 2
2007 . . . . . 4 
2008 . . . . . 2

1. Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . 60
2. Princeton . . . . . . . . . . . 61
3. Dartmouth . . . . . . . . . . 90
3. Cornell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
5. Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106
6. Harvard . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
7. Yale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
8. Penn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

2009 RESULTS

Men’s Women’s

1. Princeton . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
2. Harvard . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
3. Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . 75
4. Cornell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
5. Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
6. Dartmouth . . . . . . . . . 167
7. Penn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195
8. Yale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238

2009 RESULTS

PAST
FINISHES

2000 . . . . . 3 
2001 . . . . . 3
2002 . . . . . 1
2003 . . . . . 1
2004 . . . . . 1

2005 . . . . . 1
2006 . . . . . 2
2007 . . . . . 2
2008 . . . . . 2

GRAPHIC BY LAURA YE
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“People think 
hockey is a 

sport. Hockey is not 
a sport. Hockey is 
three activities go-
ing on at the same 
time: ice skating, 
playing around with 
a puck, and beating 
the shit out of some-
body,” quipped the 
late George Carlin.

While I agree 
with Mr. Carlin on 
many, many things, 
I happen to dis-
agree with the man when it comes 
to his views on sports, and hockey in 
particular. With the NHL season well 
underway, and six Ivy League teams 
prepping for the start of conference 
play, Columbia will not be partaking 
in the festivities. That is because our 
school has no hockey team, and this 
needs to be changed.

My inspiration for this column 
came from a conversation I had a 
while back with my colleague Jacob 
Levenfeld. We were discussing 
Blackhawks hockey, as usual, when it 
came to our attention that Columbia 
has no hockey team. We joked that 
the case for why Columbia should 
have a hockey team could be made in 
a Spectator sports column once either 
of us became columnists. I’ve decided 
to take up the challenge.

Before I begin, let me clarify that 
hockey does exist on campus to some 
extent. There are both men’s and 
women’s ice hockey club teams, both 
of which are competitive. There is 
also a women’s field hockey team, 
but no offense intended, field hockey 
hasn’t quite managed to galvanize 
the Columbia community to the 
extent one would hope. I even know 
of a pick-up floor hockey game that 
takes place every Wednesday night 
at International House. I’ll admit it’s 
quite aggressive and exciting, but we 
need something more.

With that said, Columbia needs a 
varsity ice hockey team on campus. 
Our school has 31 varsity sports teams 
ranging from rowing to archery. It’s 
time that we put the Light Blue on ice.

Hockey has garnered a tremen-
dously rabid and expansive fan base 
in the United States in recent years. 
The U.S. Olympic team’s near-repeat 
of the 1980 miracle on ice against 
Canada last summer was a spark plug 
for drawing attention to the sport. 
Millions tuned in to see if the U.S. 
could defeat its neighbor to the north, 
albeit only to be disappointed by 
Sidney Crosby’s game-winner.

As a longtime Chicago Blackhawks 
fan myself, I’m an example of some-
one whose love for hockey has been 
rejuvenated over the past few years. 
The past couple seasons I watched ev-
ery Hawks game I could, and the team 
rewarded me by hoisting the Stanley 
Cup on my 20th birthday early this 
summer. Cynical excuses aside, the 
Blackhawks’ victory parade drew an 
estimated two million fans, hundreds 
of thousands more than the White 
Sox after their 2005 World Series 
win. Hey, at least the Sox, unlike other 
Chicago baseball teams, had a parade 
in the past decade. If Chicago revived 
hockey, surely New York can as well.

Hockey is fast-paced, fairly simple 
to learn, devoid of overly-frequent 
and extended commercial breaks, 
and a true finesse sport in which each 
player contributes a different element 
of skill and purpose. With hockey’s 
growing popularity, the formation of 
a Columbia ice hockey team could be 
the boost for which the athletics de-
partment is always searching.

Moreover, a hockey team on cam-
pus could actually draw a crowd. 
Think about the attendance dispari-
ties between the three other major 
Lions teams. Baseball and football, 
both sports played outside and up-
town, are inherently at a disadvan-
tage compared to basketball when it 
comes to bringing out fans. Basketball, 
which is conveniently located on 
campus and indoors, makes for a fun, 
free, and always entertaining Friday 
or Saturday night. Provided a venue 

BY VICTORIA JONES
Spectator Staff Writer

After months of training and weeks 
of practice meets for the men’s and 
women’s cross country teams, every-
thing will be decided this Friday.

At 11 a.m., the Light Blue wom-
en will dash from the starting line in 
Van Cortlandt Park in the 2010 Ivy 
League Heptagonal Cross Country 
Championship 5k race.

For the men, a five-mile race looms 
ahead on Friday at 11:45 a.m. At Heps, 
all members of the Ancient Eight will 
convene on one course to determine 
who can call themselves the best in the 
league.

The Columbia men are the defend-
ing league champions after beating 
Princeton last year by a one-point mar-
gin. The Tigers had won Heps for three 
straight years coming into last season, 
but all of that changed with the efforts 
of five speedy Lions.

This year, the Light Blue pack will 
be led by senior Brendan Martin, who 

was the first Lion across the line last 
year, with a fifth-place finish overall. 
Martin will be joined by fellow seniors 
Anthony Merra and Thomas Poland, as 
well as junior Justin Heck and sopho-
more Benjamin Veilleux, who should 
round out the top five.

Columbia will have stiff competition, 
as Princeton has another strong men’s 
team this year. But despite this, the team 
has confidence for Saturday’s race.

“I think as a team, we are much 
deeper and more fit than last year,” 
Poland said.

Team leader Martin shared a similar 
sentiment. “I guess you could say that 
last year’s win does give us confidence 
because we know we can get it done,” he 
said. “We can beat these guys.”

The team has been focusing on key 
aspects of the race to make sure its run-
ners are prepared. One thing the team 
struggled with in 2009 was getting 
stuck behind the pack at the start.

Last year, “I was buried at the mile 
mark and it was nerve-wracking,” Martin 
said. “At pre-nationals two weeks ago, we 

focused on getting off the line well. We 
succeeded with that, so I should avoid 
that problem this year at Heps.”

The Light Blue women will also 
have their work cut out for thewm this 
Friday. The team finished third last 
year behind a tip-top Princeton squad—
which finished with a perfect score of 
15 when its women were the first five to 
cross the line—and the reigning runner-
up Dartmouth.

Leading the pack for Columbia in 
the women’s race will be senior Jackie 

Drouin and sophomore Caroline 
McDonough. Drouin was the first Lion 
to cross the line in last year’s race, 
with an eighth-place finish overall. 
McDonough competed but didn’t score 
points for Columbia last year, but she’s 
looking to change that on Friday.

The Tigers have won the Ivy League 
championship for four straight years 
on the women’s side, and they are 
favored to win the title a fifth time. 
Despite the challenge, Columbia’s 
women are ready for a fight.

“This year, we have the potential to 
do much better because our team is a lot 
stronger and deeper. This year, I think 
we can claim the title,” McDonough 
said. “Knowing in the back of our minds 
that we have the potential to win has 
been a huge source of motivation for 
our team to train hard, take care of our-
selves, and build a cohesive and sup-
portive team dynamic.”

Though the women have been pre-
paring all season for this race, they don’t 
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CHAMPIONS  |  Members of the 2009 Columbia men’s cross country team hoist the Ivy League championship trophy. The squad will look to repeat this weekend.

Columbia looks to defend Ivy League title at Heps

Why we should 
take the Lions 
to the ice

Turn up
the 
Mike 

MICHAEL
SHAPIRO

Columbia needs a varsity 
ice hockey team on 
campus. It’s time we put 
the Light Blue on ice. 

BY SARAH SOMMER 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In each game this season, the 
Columbia women’s soccer team has 
strived to score multiple goals. On 
several occasions, the 
Lions have achieved that 
objective.

After starting the year 
with a 2-1 loss to Central 
Connecticut State, 
Columbia (9-3-3, 3-1-1 Ivy) 
scored a combined 10 goals in its next four 
games. The Lions won all four contests 
and tallied multiple goals in three of them.

One major reason for their offensive 
success was their ability to score off re-
starts. Senior captain Kelly Hostetler to-
taled four assists over those games with 
her corner kicks. In one of the matches, 
Columbia’s 1-0 win over Iona, Hostetler 
was not credited with an assist but scored 
off a rebound of her own corner.

The Lions also benefited from their 
depth. Seven players combined to score 
those 10 goals, with no player tallying 
more than one goal in a single game.

Columbia netted just four goals over 
its next five contests. While the Lions 
continued to utilize their depth dur-
ing that stretch, their failure to finish 
several restarts led to their diminished 
output. Columbia scored multiple 
goals in just one of those matches, a 
2-1 win at St. John’s.

The Lions ended their scoring slump 
with a 2-1 win at Penn. Junior forward 

Ashlin Yahr scored both of Columbia’s 
goals, her fourth and fifth of the year. 
While Hostetler did not receive an assist 
on the first goal, her corner led to Yahr’s 
eventual chance in the box.

Yahr also scored once in the Lions’ 
next game, a 2-2 tie at Long Island. But 
just when it seemed like she would take 
over Columbia’s offense, the Lions again 
showed that they do not need a super-
star. Yahr has not netted a seventh goal, 
not because of any drop in her abilities 
but because Columbia is again receiving 
contributions from a multitude of players.

Junior midfielder Nora Dooley, for 
example, tallied both of the Lions’ goals 
in their 2-0 win over Princeton. Though 
she had not scored since 2008, Dooley 
became yet another attacking option for 

Light Blue refocuses oΩense for 
final two Ivy League contests Preseason Ivy media poll picks 

men seventh, women fifth
The Ivy League basketball pre-

season media polls were released 
Wednesday, and the Columbia men’s 
and women’s teams were picked to 
finish seventh and fifth, respectively.

The Light Blue men placed fifth 
last season with a 5-9 conference 
record, their first sub-.500 finish 
in four years. In addition to losing 
Kevin Bulger, Patrick Foley, and 
Niko Scott to graduation, the Lions 
also lost head coach Joe Jones when 
he took the associate head coaching 
job at Boston College.

New head coach Kyle Smith’s 
squad will have to gel quickly if it 

wants a shot at a winning confer-
ence record.

The women’s team, which fin-
ished with a program-best 9-5 
conference record last season, is 
also expected to drop two spots 
in the league standings. Though 
the Light Blue women still have 
head coach Paul Nixon, they lost 
star player Judie Lomax and se-
niors Sara Yee, Danielle Brown, 
and Caitlin Stachon. Lomax, who 
had only one semester of eligibil-
ity remaining, left to try to make 
it in the WNBA.

—Michele Cleary 

SPORTS BRIEF

“We need seven runners 
on each team to perform 
heroically and the other 
five to die trying.” 

—Willy Wood, 
cross country head coach

SEE SHAPIRO, page 9

in
focus

SEE HEPS, page 9

SEE INFOCUS, page 7

2010-11 Ivy League
Basketball Pre-season MEDIA POLL
PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH (First-Place Votes in Parentheses)

1.  Princeton . . . . (12) 128
2.  Harvard . . . . . (4) 120
3.  Cornell . . . . . . . (1) 96
4.  Penn . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
5.  Yale . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
6.  Brown . . . . . . . . . . 55
7.  Columbia . . . . . . . . 48
8.  Dartmouth . . . . . . . 19

1.  Princeton . . . . (16) 135
2.  Harvard . . . . . . (1) 115
3.  Dartmouth . . . . . . . 96
4.  Yale . . . . . . . . . . . . 84
5.  Columbia . . . . . . . . 73
6.  Brown . . . . . . . . . . 50
7.  Cornell . . . . . . . . . 39
8.  Penn . . . . . . . . . . . 19

men’s women’s

“I think it was a good 
leason to be learned, 
losing that game. We 
can’t always just expect 
the wins are going to 
come to us.” 

—Kelly Hostetler, senior captain
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