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C a m e ro n  Mu n t e r, 
America’s former ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, didn’t spend 
his life thinking that he would 
become a diplomat.

Trained as a European his-
torian, Munter completed a 
nearly three-decade career 
in the Foreign Service in July. 
He has now accepted a two-
month visiting professorship 

at Columbia Law School to of-
fer his knowledge of real-life 
applications of law to students.

Munter said he decided to 

return to teaching after origi-
nally leaving the profession 
because of the difficult job 
market.

“One way to say it is that I 
realized there is no future in 
the past,” he said.

Munter said that he sees 
himself more as a “professor of 
practice” than as a traditional 
tenure-track scholar.

“What I’m hoping to do is 

Diplomat returns to academia
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WORLDVIEW  |  Cameron Munter served as the nation’s ambassador to Pakistan for 21 months.

Former Pakistan 
ambassador is 
visiting prof at 
Law School

SEE MUNTER, page 2
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“It’s no fun to be right,” 
said Klaus Jacob, a SIPA pro-
fessor and Earth Institute re-
searcher. That’s particularly 
apt when you’ve written a re-
port predicting how a “100-year 
storm” would cripple the city’s 
infrastructure.

In 2011, Jacob led a group 
of climate scientists and re-
searchers from Columbia and 
Rutgers in publishing a report 
that warned about the paralyz-
ing impact of a large storm on 
New York City’s transportation 
system.

Jacob told the New York 
Times in September that the 
city had been “extremely lucky” 
not to have experienced a surge 
worse than Tropical Storm Irene 
in 2011. A month later, the storm 

devastated the Lower East Side, 
Coney Island, the Rockaways, 
and much of the subway sys-
tem—all areas that Jacob’s re-
port predicted were vulnerable 
to flooding.

As the city recovers from the 
effects of Hurricane Sandy last 
month, Jacob has been vocal in 
proposing the development of 
highland areas currently occu-
pied by graveyards as a buffer 
against rising sea levels. Still, he 
said he was “amazed” that the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has been able to 
get most of its system back on 
track within two weeks, having 
predicted it could take up to a 
month.

“I had expected that would 
last longer,” he said. He stressed, 
however, that simply restoring 
the city’s infrastructure to its 
pre-hurricane state would be 
only the first step on the road 
forward.

Jacob said that, despite his 
hopes to the contrary, he wasn’t 
surprised to see a storm of 
Sandy’s magnitude so soon.

“I’m a scientist, and I know 
about probabilities, so in a sta-
tistic sense ... it can happen this 
year, it can happen next year, it 
can happen whenever,” he said.

According to Jacob, the city 
will need to make significant in-
vestments to protect itself from 

future disasters. But unless the 
United States signs a new Kyoto-
like protocol and truly commits 
to halting climate change—
which Jacob sees as unlikely—
any solution is temporary, he 
said.

The most popular propos-
al among local politicians is to 
build a barrier along the city’s 
coast to protect from future 
storm surges. New York City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn, who recently proposed 
such a solution, said the barrier 
could cost $23 billion.

Jacob said the rate at which 
climate change is causing sea 
levels to rise will render the bar-
rier irrelevant in less than 100 
years. Besides freeing up high-
land graveyards, he suggested “I had expected that 

would last longer.”
—Klaus Jacob, SIPA 

professor and Earth Institute 
researcher, on the cleanup of 

the city subway system

SIPA prof warned of Sandy eΩects in 2011

SEE JACOB, page 3
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It’s taken them longer than 
they would have liked, but the 
Columbia University EcoReps 
have begun to open up their 
Ruggles composter to the 
greater Columbia community.

The composter project has 
been a massive undertaking 
for the campus environmental 
group. EcoReps members kept 
use of the composter internal 
last semester as they learned 
how to operate and trouble-
shoot it. It was shut down for 
cleaning over the summer and 
remained closed partway into 
the semester to cultivate a new 
microbial community—the 

organisms that help decompose 
the compost.

But the composter—called 
the A500 Rocket and housed 
in the basement of the Ruggles 
dormitory—is back in business 
and collecting food from the 
special interest community 
GreenBorough once a week, 
in addition to the food scraps 
from John Jay Dining Hall 
it has been processing since 
April.

The project is a way for stu-
dents to “take control of what 
they’re doing with their waste 
versus just having someone 
else deal with it,” said Adam 
Formica, CC ’13, who head-
ed the composting initiative 
last year. Last semester, the 

compost was delivered to 
Columbia’s Food Sustainability 
Project, which runs a garden 
outside the Northwest Corner 
Building, a way for students 
to “reinvest” in their school, 
Formica said.

Still, opening the com-
poster to the entire student 
body, beyond EcoReps and 
GreenBorough, will take more 
practice and patience. Formica 
said that student contributions 
would add another layer of 
complexity to an already com-
plicated project. 

“There’s a whole host of 
challenges in bringing in stu-
dents, because you don’t know 
when necessarily they’re going 
to show up, and what they’re 

going to bring, and if they’re 
going to bring only food scraps 
or things like cardboard, plas-
tic bags, chicken bones—things 
that we don’t want in there,” he 
said.

Because at least one student 
trained to operate and moni-
tor the expensive equipment is 
required to be present when-
ever food scraps are delivered, 
EcoReps leaders have reached 
out to GreenBorough and hope 
to follow suit with Ruggles res-
idential programs soon. New 
volunteers will be trained by 
those current EcoReps mem-
bers who know how to use the 
composter.  
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Columbia College and the 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Science received 3,126 
early decision applications for 
the class of 2017, an increase 
of 1.3 percent from last year’s 
3,086.

Due to Hurricane Sandy, 
Columbia extended the early 
decision deadline by four days 
for all applicants, and by 11 
days for students who live in 
areas affected by the storm.

Last year, early decision ap-
plications for the class of 2016 
dipped 5.68 percent from the 
previous year, a trend that the 
admissions office attributed 
to the reinstatement of ear-
ly admission policies at peer 
institutions.

Princeton saw an increase 
of roughly 10 percent in its 
number of early applications 

for its class of 2017. Yale and 
the University of Pennsylvania 
each saw about 200 more 
early applicants, receiving 
4,514 and 4,780 applications, 
respectively.

Brown received 2,957 appli-
cations, remaining consistent 
with last year’s figure of 2,919, 
while Dartmouth dropped 
roughly 15 percent from 1,800 
to 1,526.

Harvard and Cornell have 
not yet released the number 
of early applications that they 
received.

A spokesperson for the 
admissions office said that 
Columbia will release a full 
statement with details about 
the early decision class in 
December, after admissions 
decisions have been mailed.

Chris Meyer contributed 
reporting.

jeremy.budd
@columbiaspectator.com
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Klaus Jacob

BIG WIN OVER BIG EAST
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O CANADA |  Grant Mullins had four three-pointers in the Lions’ win over Villanova, its first since December 1969. See page 8 for more.

SEE COMPOSTER, page 2

An athlete discusses the social divide 
between athletes and other students.

Progressive arts and 
sciences

Men’s basketball started a successful 
week with a 75-57 win over Villanova 
on Tuesday. The Lions then split their 
weekend matches, beating Wayland 
Baptist and falling to San Francisco.

Lions defeat Villanova, 
split in San Francisco

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

48°/ 36°

Tomorrow

46°/ 32°

EcoReps composter expands to use for GreenBorough

View two documentaries about Soviet artists and participate in a Q&A. 
International Affairs Building, 12th floor, Harriman Atrium, 6 p.m.

A panel of correspondents and experts discuss the news and national identity.
Buell Hall, East Gallery, 6 p.m.

The Fate of Artists in Soviet Russia

International Broadcasting as Public Diplomacy

CC, SEAS see 1.3% 
increase in ED apps
Admissions office receives 3,126 
applications after extending 
deadline because of Sandy

Alex Collazo argues for more balance in 
the past and present of our education.

Enforced differences

columbia

dartmouth

brown

princeton

yale

penn

3,086

3,126

1,800

1,526

2,919

2,957

3,443

3,791

4,304

4,514

4,526

4,780

+1.3%

-15.2%

+1.3%

+4.8%

+5.6%

+10.1%

*Early decision statistics for Harvard and Cornell were not available at time of publication.

Lighter colors indicate applications for the class of 2016, darker colors for the class of 2017.

CC/SEAS EARLY DECISION 
APPLICATION NUMBERS

GRAPHIC BY YUMA SHINOHARA



PAGE 2 			    NEWS				    	 NOVEMBER 26, 2012

Another reason for the proj-
ect’s delay is the leadership’s 
transition from Formica, who 
is graduating in the spring, to 
Marissa Savoie, CC ’15.

“To sustain enthusiasm, 
you have to have leadership 
and someone who is willing to 
continue with something once 
it becomes unpopular, and so 
that’s really what I was after in 
this project, in trying to build 
a core group of people to con-
tinue on,” Formica said.

Savoie said that the transi-
tion process had gone smoothly. 

“Something that EcoReps 
and a lot of clubs struggle 
with is having high turnover of 
members, but Adam and I com-
municate really well and are on 
the same page, and he’s seen it 
from the very basic stages,” she 
said.

It is unclear how much 
demand there will be from 
students for composting 

opportunities. Formica and 
Savoie cited GrowNYC’s booth 
at the Columbia Greenmarket 
as an alternative place for stu-
dents to drop off compost.

On a recent Sunday, most 
of the people who stopped by 
the composter were older resi-
dents of the neighborhood, but 
Formica and Savoie said they 
believe they’ll be able to draw 

in students. Apart from the 
practical benefits of compost-
ing, measured by the overall 
quantity of organic waste di-
verted from landfills, Savoie 
said that the educational op-
portunity it offers is equally 
valuable.

“It’s important because it 
allows people to understand 
the linear nature of the waste 
cycle that we usually have, 
and having a cyclical waste 
cycle—meaning that we know 
where our food comes from 
and where it ends up—that’s 
really symbolic for people,” 
Savoie said.

Savoie said that the size of 
the project isn’t her primary 
concern. “As long as we’re 
churning out compost and tak-
ing in vegetables, we’re pret-
ty happy with that,” she said. 
“We know it’s always going to 
be a fairly small scale, where 
we’re at now, and I think we’re 
comfortable with that.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Ruggles composter solicits student volunteers 

FILE PHOTO

3, 2, 1, BLAST OFF!  |  The EcoReps composter—called the A500 Rocket—is open for GreenBorough 
residents to discard their waste in Ruggles, but it’s an ongoing process to find student volunteers.

“It allows people 
to understand the 
linear nature of the 
waste cycle that we 
usually have.”

—Marissa Savoie, CC ’15, 
EcoReps compost 

initiative leader

give some real-world perspec-
tive and some illustration of the 
principles and the issues that the 
law experts and professors are 
teaching,” he said. “When you 
come in from the field, you’re 
acting on the things about which 
the legal experts are thinking—
coming to grips with that has 
been really fascinating.”

Munter is mostly known for 
his work in the Middle East, but 
his Foreign Service career start-
ed in Poland. It was not until the 
Iraq War that Munter decided to 
enter Middle Eastern diplomacy.

As he advised younger offi-
cers to serve in Iraq, Munter said 
he came to realize that “I ought 
to practice what I preach and do 
it myself,” he said. “There was a 
little bit of solidarity, a little bit 
of guilt, but also the belief that 
no matter how you felt about the 
Iraq War, it’s our war.”

Law professor Sarah 
Cleveland, who teaches a sem-
inar about international law-
yering for governments with 
Munter, said that in addition to 
his knowledge from the field, 
Munter’s background in schol-
arship would benefit students.

“The Ambassador’s back-
ground as a historian also makes 
him very comfortable and effec-
tive in an academic setting,” she 
said in an email. “Ambassador 
Munter can help our law stu-
dents understand the client’s 
perspectives on these issues, and 
the client’s needs and concerns 
in receiving legal assistance.”

Law School dean David 
Schizer said in a statement 
that “Columbia Law School is 
honored to have Ambassador 
Cameron Munter join us this se-
mester. He is a distinguished pub-
lic servant whose expertise will 
complement our superb program 
in national security law.”

Cleveland said that Munter 
would provide meaningful in-
sight for students based on his 
experiences with “Pakistan’s 
arrest of U.S. CIA contractor 
Raymond Davis, the Bin Laden 
operation, the US-led NATO 
strike that killed roughly two 
dozen Pakistani soldiers, and 
various human rights issues 
such as religious freedom.”

“He therefore can help stu-
dents understand the legal, po-
litical, and diplomatic context 
in which these problems arose, 
how U.S. lawyers and diplomats 
worked together to address the 
legal issues they created, how 
they engaged with Pakistani and 
other government authorities 
to try to resolve them, and the 
domestic legal and other con-
siderations for both countries 
that influenced the outcome,” 
she said.

Munter said that he was 
grateful for the opportunity to 
teach at Columbia. Following 
his stint at Columbia, he’ll ce-
ment his return to academia 
with a professorship in inter-
national relations at Pomona 
College beginning in January.

jeremy.budd
@columbiaspectator.com

Former ambassador brings worldview to law school
MUNTER from front page

FILE PHOTO

WASTE NOT  |  Adam Formica, CC ’13 and former leader of the EcoReps composter initiative, holds 
discarded food in GreenBorough, which is giving its waste once a week to the Ruggles composter.

COMPOSTER from front page

“I ought to practice 
what I preach and 
do it myself.”

—Cameron Munter, 
former ambassador to 

Pakistan, on realizing he 
should serve in the Mideast
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WARNING SIGNS  |  The 116th Street subway station was closed during Hurricane Sandy. Professor 
Klaus Jacob warned last year that the city’s transit system would be debilitated by a serious storm.

the city work to protect water-
front areas “building by build-
ing, block by block,” or even re-
treat from areas vulnerable to 
flooding.

Any direction the city choos-
es will cost billions of dollars, 
Jacob said, but the lesson the 
United States has learned 
through recent history is that 

not doing enough to protect 
against disasters most of-
ten costs exponentially less 
than investing in preemptive 
safeguards.

“You could have fixed the 
problems in New Orleans for 
about $10 billion,” he said, “but 
Katrina cost 100 billion, and the 
Army Corps of Engineers just 
returned it to where it was.”

Jacob worries that New York 

City could become as vulnera-
ble as New Orleans if politicians 
aren’t “very careful not to em-
bark on similar band-aids.”

The city needs to tackle 
these problems head-on with 
some urgency, he said, adding 
that “disasters are times of op-
portunity—opportunity to re-
build or ‘pro-build’ communi-
ties, to modernize.”

news@columbiaspectator.com 

Prescient prof helps city brace for future storms
JACOB from front page SPEC DESIGN

WANDERING EYES SINCE 1877
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At the dawn of human civilization, 
humanity’s science consisted of fire 

and the stone-hewn spear; humanity’s art 
consisted of crushed berries smeared on 
the walls of caves and pregnant women 
whittled from tree branches. We’ve come a 
long way since then. The arts and sciences 
are both extremely progressive—each 
step building sequentially on the ones 
before to create a composite whole more 
complex and nuanced than what was. Yet, 
K-12 education, the Core Curriculum, and 
introductory survey courses at Columbia 
and across the nation treat the millennia-long flowering of 
human art and science in very different ways. The history of 
science is skimmed to reach a privileged present. The current 
state of art is ignored in serfdom to a privileged past. Through 
reforms of the Core Curriculum, Columbia could take steps 
towards addressing these issues and gesture at a happy mid-
dle ground—one that puts before students both the steady ac-
cretion of human knowledge and what we have built on those 
layered foundations.

The claim that the arts and sciences are progressive is not 
without a certain obviousness and a certain controversy. On 
the one hand, any person who has thought creatively, as an 
artist or scientist, understands the cumulative nature of cre-
ative inspiration. We look at and rely on, consciously or not, 
the work of those who came before. Building a car, coding a 
computer, writing a novel, painting a portrait—each requires 
a close understanding of techniques used before, successfully 
and unsuccessfully. The artist imitates in the form of his com-
position, the scientist in the setup of her experiment.

The controversial aspect of the progressive claim is the 
implication that the arts and sciences of today are better, or at 
least more complex, than those of yesterday. This argument 
is almost invariably made about art—what Columbian has 
not heard the familiar refrain, “It all goes downhill from the 
‘Iliad’”? In the visual arts, “older is better” is a hard argument 
to make. There is a clear improvement in the control artists 
have over their vision as they move from handprint painting, 
to crude wood brushes, to fine hair brushes, to the pixel-pre-
cise digital paintbrush of the present day. The bulbous doll-
like sculptures of the Indus Valley Civilization hold no candle 
to the stunning bronze statuary forged in a neighboring re-
gion 3,000 years later. But with literature, progress is less ob-
vious. Part of the blame must go to translation, which cleans 
up some of the ambiguities and incomprehensible references 
of the original text. But there is also a flaw in the way the texts 
are presented—through a dense and sophisticated critical eye, 
with the weighty label of “classic.” We see these texts through 
layers of thorough analysis by modern scholars, and with the 
assumption that appreciation of these works will somehow 
make us better, more tasteful people. We approach these 
works in a way the authors never intended, in a societal con-
text they could never imagine. What we are discussing and 
hearing in class is not the text itself, but an impromptu work 
of modern criticism layered over it.

Literature Humanities typifies one side of the problem. 
The class purports to be a class in literature, but it would 
more accurately be called a class in the history of literature. 
The most modern text on the syllabus is nearly 100 years 
old and the majority of the year is spent at least a millen-
nium before the present. The syllabus accurately charts the 
development of a medium, but it ignores where this devel-
opment has brought us. A narrative of chained inspirations 
is often explicitly articulated, each text referenced by the 
next, but the story is left unfinished. What were the fruits of 

our artistic project? What great insights into the present hu-
man condition did our countless years of collective toil gain 
us? As I write and you read, profoundly talented writers use 
the wisdom of the ages to comment on the world we live 
and breathe in, but Lit Hum does not tell their story. The 
history of literature is not useful by itself—we need litera-
ture’s present as well.

Science education provides the other extreme. The 
history of science is an unfortunately fallow field at the 
Columbia undergraduate level, and professors in the sci-
ences (especially when teaching major-track classes) often 
seem to forget that their continuing project of observing 
and articulating the laws of the universe is an inherited 
one, passed down from thinkers in the primordial human 
generation. When the history of science is taught, it is pre-
sented as a more limited version of science’s present: We 
learn Newtonian mechanics before general relativity not, 
we are told, because one leads to the other, but because it 
is easier and an acceptable shortcut in sufficiently human-
scale circumstances. The relationship between the links in 
humanity’s unbroken chain of scientific knowledge are not 
described; rather, the past theory is demoted to a cruder, 
simpler, easier-to-learn version of the present theory. 
Frontiers of Science and other introductory science surveys 
could take a lesson from Lit Hum and trace the genetic ma-
terial of ancient theories through to those of the present.

The arts should look from their past to their present. 
The sciences should look from their present to their past. If 
Frontiers and Lit Hum met somewhere in the middle, then 
perhaps we would get a better Core.

Alex Collazo is a Columbia College senior majoring in creative 
writing and economics-philosophy. He is the president of 
CIRCA and a former Spectator head copy editor. I’m Just 

Saying runs alternate Mondays.

Creating a timeless Core

I’m Just 
Saying

ALEX 
COLLAZO

BY TAIT RUTHERFORD

Now that I’m at the end of my first fall sports season 
here at Columbia, I would like to bring light to the social 
divide I have noticed between athletes and non-athletes 
at our school, as well as the part the athletic department 
plays in setting athletes apart, mainly by the programs it 
provides for athletes—in particular, the year-long First-Year 
Transition Program for athletes. As a freshman subject to 
this program, I believe the department’s conduct privi-
leges athletes over our peers to the point that we may feel 
excluded.

During NSOP week, the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee notified all freshman athletes of a “mandatory 
orientation program.” This first meeting initialized a se-
ries of workshops designed to facilitate our adaptation to 
college. I would like to focus on two aspects of the First-
Year Transition Program  that most significantly single 
out athletes—first, the athlete-exclusive quality of the pro-
gram, and second, the “mandatory” quality of the program. 
Undoubtedly these workshops were helpful and informa-
tive. Some guidance is necessary, but I would question 
whether the athletic department should attempt to force 
this guidance onto athletes as opposed to allowing them 
to voluntarily seek resources on their own, like the rest of 
the student body.

The program’s first basic instructions earlier this year: 
First-year athletes had to wear business casual to the pro-
gram’s meetings, which occurred on Wednesday and Friday 
of NSOP week. The jackets and ties, dresses and heels that 
athletes wore, immediately distinguished us from our peers. 
As my teammate and I walked down our floor, floormates 
we barely knew asked, “Oh, what are you dressed up for?” 
Our answer invariably involved the word “athletics.” Many 
of them reacted at this point with either a deflated “Oh, 
OK,” (which we might have taken to mean “I was going to 
try to get to know you, but because you’re an athlete and 
I’m not, that will be harder”) or with a disdainful “Oh, OK” 
(which might have implied “That’s too bad”). I can’t say I 
particularly enjoyed distinguishing myself as an athlete 
during NSOP when everyone was cataloging first impres-
sions of everyone else, desperately rushing to make friends. 
My peers’ reaction implied that they perceived Columbia 
was somehow privileging us, and I will remember that 
incident as one which instantly widened that subtle social 
divide.

It didn’t stop at NSOP. Throughout the year, our attire 
quite often continues to distinguish us as athletes, whether 
it is the free sweatpants and sweatshirts provided by our 
team’s sponsor, or the suit and tie we freshmen wore to the 
free business-etiquette dinner. I have often received smirks 
from people passing me who see me wearing athletic gear 

or the tie, reminding me throughout the semester that I’m 
an athlete.

Furthermore, the provision of free academic tutors to 
any athlete who fills out an application and acquires the 
related professor’s signature of approval similarly singles us 
out. This significant academic bonus undermines people’s 
expectations of us. It builds the image of a coddled athlete 
that is somehow more valuable than a non-athlete. I have 
not yet used these free tutors, but even then, when I was 
working with a friend on a very challenging problem set 
and I casually mentioned this resource, she did not smile. 
Afterwards, I felt I should not have said anything about it.

Beyond setting us apart, as incidents like mine dem-
onstrate, exclusive opportunities such as tutors insinu-
ate that athletes are less intelligent than the rest of the 
student body—since they were admitted mainly because 
of their athletic ability, rather than their academic abil-
ity. This idea that athletes are somehow less academically 
inclined than other students is implied in the First-Year 
Transition Program. We can simply look to the first materi-
als handed out to athletes, which included a small book by 
Cal Newport titled “How to Become a Straight-A Student: 
The Unconventional Strategies Real College Students Use 
to Score High While Studying Less.” Upon receiving this 
book, I immediately thought, how condescending that they 
demand we read a book that informs us how to study—as if 
none of us were prepared for the rigor of college relative to 
our non-athlete peers. The implication that we need extra 
resources implies we’re academically inferior, and it is dif-
ficult for any athlete with that mentality to feel as though 
they fit in with the rest of Columbia.

The gracious efforts of the athletic program to push its 
athletes to success, though surely helpful in some respects, 
do not build a positive self-image for athletes, and have 
impacted the way my peers perceive me. I would suggest 
the opening of athlete-exclusive workshops to the entire 
student body, or even simply making the workshops op-
tional, rather than mandatory, so as not to regularly imply 
to athletes that they belong under the protective wing of the 
athletic department. The label “athlete” does not need to 
imply that we can’t survive the first year of college without 
preferential treatment.

The author is a Columbia College first-year and a distance 
runner for Columbia’s track and cross-country teams.

Treat me like a 
person—not an athlete

BY DANIEL BROVMAN

When hundreds of students gathered on Low Steps to 
watch the election results come in and after the buzz around 
campus following the results—especially when the audience 
booed at Mitt Romney’s results—it became painfully obvious 
how politically homogenous the Columbia student body is.

The issue with a homogeneous community (often lauded as 
a sign of unity) is that it misses out on the benefits of dissent, 
argument, and opinion. Columbia University prides itself on 
the cultural diversity that we achieve, and it does everything 
to further promote that cultural diversity. However, when it 
comes to political differences, Columbia does very little to 
promote the diversity we share, and if anything, through large, 
sponsored community events like the communal viewing of 
the elections, sweeps different political views under the rug. 

The homogeneous quality of political opinions doesn’t 
actually unify the student body, but rather inhibits any prog-
ress. Uniformity simply creates a society where one’s politi-
cal beliefs are hailed as correct and are placed on a pedestal 
if the majority of the student body agrees with those views. 
It therefore doesn’t provide for any learning or for any pos-
sibility of change. Furthermore, the student body will let 
claims go unquestioned and will repeat them if they concur 
with the majority opinion. To use a very simple example, in 
nature, biodiversity is extremely important to the longevity 
of a group—without the differences in nature, a group is more 
susceptible to extinction. We are no different—with no dif-
ferences in political beliefs, our community will eventually 
reach a point where we are unable to aptly defend our views 
against others—our life of the mind will atrophy.

As Alex Collazo aptly states in his column, (“Politics are 
Personal,” Nov. 11), “At Columbia, you will find anarchists, lib-
ertarians, conservatives, reactionaries, militarists, socialists, 
communists of all stripes, and even a few students who are, 
in substance if not in self-identification, fascist.” It appears as 
though Columbia, by constantly engaging the student body 
in all matters relating to religion, race, sexual awareness, and 
not engaging the body in political matters, recognizes that 
political opinions can be the most divisive differences that 
exist amongst the student body—yet it doesn’t recognize the 
repercussions of its suppression of discourse of those po-
litical opinions. A quick look on Columbia’s Student Affairs 
website shows multiple organizations that attempt to solve 
the issue of a lack of diversity such as the Black and Latino 
Student Organization, as well as methods for LGBT students 
to be able to easily communicate with the University, but 
nowhere on its website does it talk about its political diver-
sity, or lack thereof. On that same website, Columbia sim-
ply states that it “is committed to creating and supporting a 
community diverse in every way: race, ethnicity, geography, 
religion, academic and extracurricular interest, family cir-
cumstance, sexual orientation, socio-economic background 
and more.” By not mentioning a lack of political diversity 
on the Student Affairs website, Columbia effectively turns 
a blind eye to the issue.

The University needs to promote these political differ-
ences by constantly engaging the student body to discuss 
their issues. Columbia can’t always leave it to student or-
ganizations like the Columbia University Democrats, or 
the Columbia University Campus Republicans or even the 
Columbia Political Union, in order to promote the discourse 
and edification of its student body—it must work with these 
organizations to ensure political discourse. Even though 
the Columbia Political Union publishes a pre-election 
book describing the opinions that each candidate has, pro-
motes structured debates between the Columbia University 
Campus Republicans and Columbia University Democrats, 
and promotes political beliefs through the Columbia Political 
Review and the Columbia Political Union’s Blog, the CubPub, 
they do not actively promote civil discourse amongst the 
student body. The Columbia Political Union has previously 
sponsored debates between the CU Dems and CUCR on 
topics pertinent to the Election, yet discourse and debate 
on political issues have since died off. 

For students at Columbia, engaging with different politi-
cal beliefs is the ultimate challenge—a challenge that will 
not divide, but unite the students. Students will realize that 
debates, arguments, and discourses that result from engag-
ing with students of other political beliefs than theirs will 
embolden their own opinions and leave them with a better 
sense of the Columbia community, or will cause them to 
review their stances and change their opinions.  Columbia 
is only a sum of our parts. It’s time that we embrace our 
political diversity.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

To the left, to the left: 
political  diversity

Columbia does very little to promote 
the political differences we share.

The gracious efforts of the athletic 
program to push its athletes to 
success, though surely helpful 
in some respects, do not build a 
positive self-image for athletes.
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.

NO FEE - NEWLY RENOV APTS
Near CU campus, some w/River views, 
24-hr doorman. Studios from $1395; 
1 BRs from $1695; 2 BRs from $2195; 
3 BRs from $2695. Roommates/gua-
ranators accepted. (212) 663-8783. 
Jackie Krygar RE.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EARN $8000 A CYCLE
NYC healthy women 19-29 needed as 
egg donors. Help someone create a 
family. Confidential. Apply at MyDonor. 
net

 
UPPER WEST SIDE BAR looking for 
a male, Health Dept certified, and with 
some bartending experience, for a P/T 
managerial postition. Email resume to: 
nycpunkbar@gmail.com.

What is your soul trying to tell you?
Rabbi Robert Teixeira, LCSW

Psychotherapist
(212) 961-1745

Robert@StayBlessedAndBeWell.com

BIG 1 BR, GUT RENOVATED
Washington Heights. Optional furni-
ture. Gut renov in ‘08 (architect de-
signed open floor plan) with washer/
dryer, dishwasher, jacuzzi and rain-
shower, AC, granite countertop, ceil-
ing fan, stainless steel appliances, 
exposed brick walls, iPod jacks, and 
ceiling speaker ready. 2 BR converted 
to 1 BR. Partially furn w/quality bed, 
oak office desk/chair, reading chair, 
and the bar stools (option to keep). 
Well lit, top/6th floor walk-up apt on 
156 St & Amsterdam. Clean, safe bldg 
with bookstore on ground floor. Ref-
erence: Matt Berg from CU Earth In-
stitute resided for last 4+ years. Rent: 
$1650. Avail ASAP (viewing before 
Nov 19 given priority. Contact Ayele 
at ayeles@yahoo.com

4 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$355K for 4 BR, 1 bath co-op on 136 
St betw Riverside & B’way. The apt 
is spacious and provides charming 
accommodations. 10 ft high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, laundry in basement. 
Close to public transp, CU, Riverside 
Pk. Income restrictions apply. To view, 
please call Brian at (212) 831-1368 
or email brianresales@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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biggest question for 2013 is 
how the Lions will replace 
Barbour in the backcourt, and 
Mullins looks ready to answer 
the call. The energy of Zach 
En’Wezoh down low on de-
fense has been impressive in 
the early parts of the season. 
And we’ve seen flashes of skill 
from Maodo Lo and Isaac 
Cohen in limited minutes. 
They certainly look like they 
will be key contributors next 
year, if not in time for the Ivy 
season in January.

Columbia’s sophomores 
have also taken big strides 
forward this year. Alex 
Rosenberg, impressive as a 
rookie last year, continues to 
develop as a scoring threat 
from the forward posi-
tions, dumping 21 points on 
Villanova to lead the Lions. 
Big man Cory Osetkowski 
has the distinct advantage of 
always being the biggest man 
on the court at 6-foot-11. His 
game last year was often awk-
ward and ineffective, but off-
season training has produced 
a more confident player with 
a greater array of finishing 
moves.

The final piece of the 
team’s youth movement is 
sophomore Steve Frankoski, 
who missed last year with 
an injury. It’s his third year 
around the program, so he’s 
the most experienced mem-
ber of these young guns. Not 
only is he the team’s best pure 
shooter, always confident 
from deep, but he also brings 
infectious energy and confi-
dent leadership, an element 
that I think was missing from 
last year’s squad.

After three weeks of the 
season, the most exciting de-
velopment is that it looks like 
we’re going to be really good 
for a few years, not just this 
one. But it’s through state-
ment wins, not incremental 
improvement, that percep-
tions change. Beating a team 
just three years removed from 
the Final Four by 18 points—
the first win over a Big East 
opponent since the Reagan 
administration—certainly 
qualifies as a statement win.

To have Jay Wright, a na-
tionally respected coach of 
many elite Villanova teams, 
heap praise on the Lions fol-
lowing Tuesday’s game was 
a signal to the rest of the Ivy 
League. With two all-Ivy-
caliber seniors, a gaggle of 
young and talented under-
classmen, and the Madman of 
Morningside Heights pulling 
the strings, this Lions team 
is ready to take on all comers 
and—perhaps—pull off a sea-
son to remember.

Peter Andrews is a junior in 
Columbia College majoring in 

history.  He is an associate copy 
editor for Spectator. For Pete’s 

Sake runs biweekly.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Lions’ win over 
Villanova makes 
big statement

Besides Parker, Columbia 
also had trouble stopping for-
ward Cole Dickerson, who re-
corded his third double-double 
of the season with 10 points and 
14 rebounds.

Dickerson currently leads all 
NCAA Division I players with 
13.8 rebounds per game, and 
he showed the Lions why on 
Saturday night.

“It’s tough to scout against a 
guy like that,” Smith said. “It’s 
hard to keep guys off the defen-
sive boards period, and there 
were a lot to be had, ’cause we 
didn’t shoot the ball well.”

San Francisco out-rebound-
ed the Lions, 40-28, marking 
the fourth straight game that 
the Dons have dominated the 
boards by a decisive margin.

Smith said the rebounds 
were a big factor in the Lions’ 
defeat, and the Dons’ 11 second-
chance points confirmed that.

For the Light Blue offense, 
freshman guard Grant Mullins 
had a team-high 14 points, 
while Barbour and sophomore 

forward Alex Rosenberg had 
nine points each.

Mullins has now scored 14 
points in his last three games, 
and due to a minor wrist inju-
ry for sophomore guard Steve 
Frankoski, Mullins earned his 
first collegiate start on Friday 
against Wayland Baptist.

Against the Pioneers (4-3), 
the Lions exhibited the kind of 
balanced offense that was miss-
ing in their contest with the 
Dons.

Senior center Mark Cisco had 
a strong performance, with 14 
points and eight rebounds, and 
the Light Blue did well to put the 
ball inside and kick it back out 
for open shots on the perimeter.

Despite their NAIA status, 
the Pioneers showed a scrappy 
resiliency that kept the game 
close for most of the first half. 
Though the Lions began to pull 
away in the second, Wayland 
Baptist brought the margin 
down to eight with 7:41 remain-
ing in the game.

The Lions kept calm, as 
Mullins and Rosenberg respond-
ed with back-to-back threes to 

push the lead back to double 
digits.

“You make a three like that, 
that will always cool off a run, 
and tonight it helped,” Smith 
said.

Though the Lions played well 
against Wayland Baptist, the 
Light Blue starters logged sig-
nificant minutes on the court, 
and both Smith and Barbour 
mentioned that Columbia’s flat 
play on Saturday may have been 
a result of fatigue from Friday’s 
game.

Despite the mixed results in 
the Hilltop Challenge, Barbour 
said he sees Saturday’s loss as a 
learning experience for a young 
team.

“I think there’s a lot to learn 
from it—not getting too high or 
too low after ’Nova,” he said. “I 
think it’s a good learning experi-
ence that you’ve got to keep the 
foot on the gas and never ease up 
or have that lethargic effort that 
we had at times tonight.”

Columbia’s next game will be 
Wednesday in Brooklyn against 
LIU.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Maurice Sutton caught fire 
for a couple of possessions 
and brought Villanova to 
within five.

But Villanova was un-
able to cut the deficit any 
closer than that, as Colum-
bia freshman guard Grant 
Mullins hit a sequence of 

big threes to pad the Lions’ 
lead. Mullins hit all four of 
his second-half three-point 
attempts to help the Lions 
pull away.

“To see him just bang 
those threes, that was so 
clutch,” Columbia sopho-
more guard Steve Frankoski 
said. “It was just awesome.” 
Frankoski hit five threes of 
his own to finish with 15 
points.

The score became in-
creasingly lopsided as Vil-
lanova began fouling in the 
game’s final minutes, and 
the Lions hit free throw af-
ter free throw.

Columbia was nearly au-
tomatic at the charity stripe 
all night, going a collective 
26-30. Barbour was a per-
fect 12-for-12, and Rosen-
berg hit 11-of-14 free throws 
to lead the Light Blue.

Columbia closed out the 
win to secure its first over a 
Big East team since 1985.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

“We knew going 
into the game 
that this was not a 
team we wanted to 
get behind on.”

—Jay Wright,
Villanova head coach

Poor oΩense, rebounding leads to loss against SF

STEVEN LAU FOR SPECTATOR

HEART OF A LION  |  Before battling  San Francisco and Wayland Baptist at the Hilltop Challenge, the Lions upset Big East team Villanova on its home court, 75-57.

Light Blue hits 3s, free throws 
in win over Big East opponent

ANDREWS from back page

VILLANOVA
from back page

HILLTOP from back page

“@HoosierParlance Villanova beats Purdue. 
Columbia wins @Villanova. So, Columbia is, like, 30 
points better than Purdue, right?#math”

-Jay Horrey
@JayHorrey, from Twitter

COLUMBIA VILLANOVA

nov. 20, 2012

75 57

“C’MON. I’M GETTING PUNKED”: REACTIONS TO THE VILLANOVA WIN

“Jay Wright I see a TV job in your immediate future”

-HelloMatta
from ESPN Conversations

“Columbia 75, Villanova 57. I keep looking at that 
score and wondering if I should be getting tested for 
dyslexia”

-Rich Hoffman
@TheIdleRich, from Twitter

“Villanova loses to Columbia by 18! Where you at 
@marcelluswiley? Stand up!”

-Kevin Negandhi 
@KNegandhiESPN fromTwitter

“RT @KNegandhiESPN Villanova loses to Columbia 
by 18! Where you at @marcelluswiley? Stand up! 
$ROAR LIONS ROAR....What!!!!”

-Marcellus Wiley 
@marcelluswiley, fromTwitter

“So, Columbia just beat Villanova by 18 points ... in a 
basketball game: http://es.pn/QWZ8L8”

-ESPN 
@espn, from Twitter

“Wait Columbia beat Villanova by 18?! Might have 
to actually go to some games now.”

-Greg J.
@Manwich420, from Twitter

“Shoutout to the Columbia bball team for beating 
Villanova on the road last night! #upset”

-Dario Pizzano
@d_piZz25, from Twitter

“Really tough loss for Villanova against Columbia . 
Has to be biggest win for lions since 1968. Heyward 
Dotson Jim McMillan I remember well”

-Steve Lappas
@stlappas, from Twitter

“Brian Barbour was 1-12 from the floor and 
Columbia won by 18 points... Against Villanova. 
C’mon. I’m getting punked.”

-John Templon
@nybuckets, from Twitter

GRAPHIC BY YUMA SHINOHARA
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second-half charge, scoring 12 
points in just 14 minutes, includ-
ing an 8-8 effort from the foul 
line.

Lions junior forward 
Courtney Bradford bounced 
back from an injury she suf-
fered early in the contest against 
Fairleigh Dickinson to grab eight 
boards. But it was not enough to 
contain the Bears, as the Lions 
fell behind when Morgan State 
hit a free throw-fueled 8-0 run.

After the Bears’ late run, 
the Lions showed occasional 
sparks, but could never catch 
fire enough to bring the game 

back within reach. After a three-
pointer by sophomore Lizzy 
Stachon snapped the Bears’ 
eight-point run, Jarrett heated 
up, scoring the next eight points 
of the game for Morgan State, 
including six in a row from the 
foul line.

The key to the game was 
the difference between the two 
teams’ performance at the char-
ity stripe. The Bears hit 17 of 21 
free throws, while the Lions 
continued to struggle as they 
have all season, going 9-for-16.

Light Blue head coach Paul 
Nixon said that the Lions need 
to be able to capitalize on foul 
shot opportunities. 

“Right now people would 

think Shaq is our free throw 
coach,” said Nixon. “That’s an 
area that should be the easi-
est to correct. We will have to 
take more time in practice to 
do that—and we will certainly 
do that, because we are costing 
ourselves a ton of points at the 
free throw line right now.”

Despite the loss, freshman 
standout Bailey Ott continued 
her stellar play for the Lions, 
netting 11 points, pulling down 
seven rebounds, and leading the 
team with five steals.

The Lions have their sights 
set on win No. 2 as they head to 
play Army on Wednesday, Nov. 
28 at 7 p.m.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

suffered a bitter 1-0 defeat at the 
hands of No. 10 Greg Zanetti. 
Scott Winston upset senior Jake 
O’Hara in the 157-pound weight 
class. The only Columbians to 
emerge victorious were seniors 
Steve Santos and Nick Mills.

Columbia finished the event 

against Drexel. The Lions fared 
much better, taking seven of 10 
decisions, resulting in a 26-9 
victory. Columbia freshman 
Joe Moita won a major deci-
sion in the 133-pound weight 
class to bring the Lions to an 
early 7-0 lead. The Dragons re-
sponded with a victory at the 
141-pound weight class. But a 
trio of Columbia seniors led 

a run that all but secured vic-
tory for the Lions during the 
next few matches. Santos got 
the Lions started with a pin at 
the 2:05 mark during his match; 
O’Hara followed his lead, win-
ning 10-6 in the following 
157-pound match; and senior 
Stephen West finished the run 
with a close 6-4 victory. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Lions end Northeast Duals with win over Drexel

FILE PHOTO

SENIOR STANDOUTS |  Senior Nick Mills was one of two wrestlers to post points against Rutgers.

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

OTT STUFF  |  Freshman Bailey Ott scored 11 points and led the team with five steals against the Bears.

Lions give up 8-0 second-half run in loss to Bears

WRESTLING
 from back page

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
 from back page



BY ELI SCHULTZ
Spectator Staff Writer

VILLANOVA, Pa. — The Lions 
(4-2) pulled off an upset to re-
member Tuesday night at Villa-
nova (3-3), shocking their Big East 
opponents, 75-57.

Villanova, which made seven 
straight tournament appearances 
prior to last season and made it to 
the Final Four in 2009, dropped to 
3-2 following the loss. 

The Lions did not allow the 
Wildcats to knock them around 
early in the game, quickly jumping 
out in front.

“They were outstanding,” Villa-
nova head coach Jay Wright said. 
“We knew going into the game that 
this was not a team we wanted to 
get behind on.”

Columbia built up a first-half 
lead despite poor shooting from 
the floor. Even though the Li-
ons only shot 33.3 percent in the 
first half to Villanova’s 45, the Li-
ons held a 26-22 advantage at the 
intermission.

Turnovers played a big role in 
helping the Light Blue establish a 
lead.

The Wildcats had 12 turnovers 
in the first half alone, as the Lions 
did a good job of sealing off pass-
ing lanes. Sophomore forward 
Alex Rosenberg used his length to 
prevent the home team from get-
ting the ball into the post, picking 
up two steals in the first half and 
disrupting the Wildcats’ offensive 
rhythm.

“He’s really a big part of the 
reason why we play zone,” Colum-
bia head coach Kyle Smith said of 
Rosenberg. “He’s really good at 
it. He wasn’t at his best at Marist, 
and I think he turned it around. He 
makes a big difference up there.”

Senior point guard Brian Bar-
bour also contributed three steals 
in the first half.

The Lions opened the second 
half strongly, and built up a dou-
ble-digit lead. But the Wildcats 
would not go down without a fight.

Just as Villanova was finding 
new life, Wildcats’ guard James 
Bell posterized Barbour and 
headed to the line with a chance 
to complete the three-point play. 
The home crowd erupted. But 
Bell missed the free throw, taking 
some of the wind out of Villano-
va’s sails.

The Wildcats continued to 
hang tough, as forward/center 

BY STEVEN LAU
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After riding the high of an 18-point 
win over Big East team Villanova, 
the men’s basketball team experi-
enced a reality check this weekend 
in the two-game Hilltop Challenge 
in California.

Following a 75-63 win over 
Wayland Baptist on Friday, the Lions 
(4-2) struggled to keep pace with the 
incredible shooting performance of 
the San Francisco Dons, losing 79-59 
on Saturday night.

“I thought it was a tough situa-
tion, playing back-to-back,” head 
coach Kyle Smith said after the game. 
“When USF made a little run on us, 
we couldn’t keep it together. We’ve 
got to make shots, but we weren’t 
able to put the ball in the basket.”

The Lions hit only 35.4 percent of 
their shots, while the Dons (3-1) shot 
better than 50 percent from the field.

Though the Lions had a decent 
start to the game, San Francisco be-
gan to pull away at the end of the first 
half, going into the break with a 40-
27 lead.

In the second half, the game spi-
raled out of the Lions’ control, with 
San Francisco leading by as many as 
26 points at one point.

Guard De’End Parker proved to be 
the Light Blue’s bane, as the UCLA 
transfer scored a career-high 31 
points.

Midway through the game, 
Columbia, to no avail, switched from 
a zone defense to a man-to-man de-
fense to try to stop Parker’s scoring. 
Smith said that no matter what the 
Lions threw at Parker, they could not 
find a way to make him miss.

“I think he was hitting some tough 
shots,” senior guard Brian Barbour 
said. “We were right there in his 
face, and he was still knocking them 
down.”

BY KYLE PERROTTI
Spectator Staff Writer

Coming fresh off its first win against 
Fairleigh Dickinson, the Columbia 
women’s basketball team (1-4) looked 
to make it two in a row against a reluc-
tant Morgan State (3-2) squad at Hill 
Field House in Baltimore. But the Light 
Blue ultimately fell to the Bears, 60-51.

To start off the game, senior Brittany 
Simmons hit the ground running, scor-
ing the first seven Columbia points, al-
lowing the Lions to stick with the fast-
paced Bears for the first 20 minutes. 
After a late first-half run, the Light Blue 
finished the half down by two.

Morgan State started the second 
half strongly, as guard Bianca Jarrett 
came off the bench after having missed 
the entire first half. Jarrett led the 

BY STEPHEN BABENDREIER
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia wrestling had a rough 
weekend at the Northeast Duals on Nov. 
24. The Lions suffered defeats at the 
hands of No. 16 Maryland and Rutgers, 
but managed to end the week on a posi-
tive note, beating Drexel in their third 
and final dual.

At the onset of Columbia’s first dual 
in the event, against Maryland, the 
Lions appeared to be far out of their 
league. The Terrapins took two deci-
sions and a major decision in the first 
three matches to jump out to a 10-0 
lead. The Lions managed to right the 
ship by winning the next three straight. 
But Maryland proved to be too strong, 
going undefeated in the remaining 
matches for a final score of 27-10.

The Lions’ second dual went worse 
than the first. Rutgers had a slight ad-
vantage in that it was fresh, not hav-
ing wrestled in an early-morning bout. 
The Scarlet Knights took off to a fly-
ing start with a 13-0 advantage and ran 
away with the dual for a 30-6 victory. 
Light Blue senior No. 13 Stephen West 

Light Blue posts 
historic win 
over Villanova

Lions split at Hilltop Challenge in San Francisco

Free throw struggles limit Lions at Morgan State CU wrestling 
drops 2 of 3 at 
Northeast Duals
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SPORTS MONDAY
Basketball wins 2 in successful Thanksgiving week

It’s time for me 
to find a new 

sport on which 
to focus these bi-
weekly ramblings, 
as football season 
is, sadly, over. So 
let’s talk about the 
men’s basketball 
team, which has the 
advantages of (a) 
playing on campus 
and not sucking up 
entire days of my life to go watch 
them, and (b) being really good at 
the sport it plays. 

There’s a lot of excitement 
around this year’s team, predicted 
to finish third in the Ivy League in 
preseason polls for the first time 
in a bazillion years. The big ques-
tion surrounding the team right 
now is simple: Will it be able to 
meet (or even exceed) these lofty 
expectations?

I’ve seen some of my fellow col-
umnists argue in the past few weeks 
that we need to focus more on using 
New York to our advantage as a bas-
ketball destination. Which, I mean, 
sure. I am in favor of almost any 
idea that will make more people pay 
attention to and root for the Lions 
basketball team. (Exceptions would 
include the hiring of ex-Lakers 
coach Mike Brown, noted incompe-
tent AND user of the “Princeton of-
fense.” This, I assume, involves stub-
bornly refusing to pass the ball to 
anyone not in the right eating club.)

But I think they’re sort of missing 
the point. We don’t need to think 
outside the box, because we’ve 
already got a pretty great box—
Columbia University and New York 
City. (I love you, Levien!) And we’ve 
got the right guy in charge in Kyle 
Smith.

The problem is simple. The Lions 
haven’t won the league since the 
1967-8 season, and basically no one 
thinks of Columbia as a basket-
ball threat. The current challenge 
to building a dominant program 
is convincing recruits, media, and 
the campus community that an Ivy 
championship is a possibility.

The shocking win over Villanova 
on Tuesday night is important for 
two reasons. Smith’s squad made 
a big statement to the basketball 
world about how far our program 
has come. But the win was also a 
quieter showcase of where we’re go-
ing in the next three years. Because 
make no mistake—though seniors 
Brian Barbour and Mark Cisco are 
invaluable parts of this team, it’s the 
deep crew of freshmen and sopho-
mores that has shined early in the 
season.

This year’s class of new players 
has been impressive. Grant Mullins 
seems to be the most complete and 
potent player, a point guard who’s 
deadly from beyond the arc and 
who creates plays for himself. The 

Basketball can 
pull oΩ season 
to remember

For Pete’s 
Sake

PETER
ANDREWS

STEVEN LAU / FOR SPECTATOR

HOTSHOT  |  Sophomore Alex Rosenberg led the team with 21 points in the Lions’ first win over Villanova since 1969.

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FAST START  |  Senior Brittany Simmons scored the first seven points for the 
Light Blue and led the team with 11 points in its 60-51 loss to Morgan State.

“Right now people 
would think Shaq is our 
free throw coach.”

—Paul Nixon, head coach

scoreboard

women’s basketball

Morgan State	 60
Columbia	 51

wrestling
Drexel		  9
Columbia	 26
 
Rutgers		  30
Columbia	 6

Maryland	 27
Columbia	 10

men’s basketball
Villanova	 57
Columbia	 75

Wayland Baptist	63
Columbia	 75

San Francisco	 79
Columbia	 59

“I think it’s a good 
learning experience ... 
to keep the foot on the 
gas and never ease up.”

—Brian Barbour, senior guard

“To see him [Mullins] 
just bang those threes, 
that was just so clutch.”

—Steve Frankoski, 
sophomore guard

SEE ANDREWS, page 6 SEE HILLTOP, page 6

SEE VILLANOVA page 6

SEE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL,
 page 7 SEE WRESTLING, page 7
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