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Involving the entire Harlem 
community is the only way to 
advance the education sys-
tem, residents said at a forum 
Monday night. 

About a dozen or so public 
school parents, nonprofit orga-
nization leaders, and commu-
nity board members gathered to 
discuss the state of education in 
Harlem and make recommen-
dations about how to improve 
the local school system to policy 
makers. 

Audience members focused 
on need for local youth develop-
ment and after-school programs, 
and encouraged local businesses 
and parents to make a renewed 
commitment to reinforcing in-
formation about education in the 
neighborhood. 

“We want to use this forum 
and this series of education fo-
rums in Harlem to bring us back 
to … the essential elements of 
teaching and learning, drawing 
on your experience … to move 
forward a progressive, forward-
thinking public education agen-
da,” said Joe Rogers, one of the 
organizers of the event and a 
Teachers College graduate.

Jonathan Escoffery, a West 
Harlem resident and founder of 
the youth development organi-
zation Building Young Minds, 
said that in his experience con-
necting youths in his neighbor-
hood with after-school activi-
ties, he found that young people 
simply didn’t know “how easy it 
was to participate … how to get 
access,” even though he said they 
were very interested in pursuing 
new activities.

Participants suggested us-
ing social media platforms such 
as Twitter and Facebook to 

increase the visibility of available 
education programs. Making ev-
ery community member feel “a 
vested interest in developing 
education” so that they would 
be more likely to contribute to 
education improvement efforts 
is a larger goal for these forums, 
Rogers said.

But audience members were 
frustrated when it came to dif-
ficulties in language barriers in 
schools, local poverty, and apa-
thy towards education.  Miriam 
Aristy-Farer, a member of the lo-
cal Community Board 9 and co-
president of the parent-teacher 
association at PS 153, said she had 

invited all of the 1,000-plus par-
ents at her school to the forum, but 
only three besides herself showed 
up. “Everyone in public education 
is held accountable to someone 
except parents,” she said. “Only 
parents get off scot-free.”

Residents discuss education improvements in Harlem 

SCHOOLED  |  Parents and students discussed the future of education in Harlem on Monday night.

BY SARAH DARVILLE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Inwood resident Dianne Hill 
has lived near Baker Field for 
13 years. She likes the feeling 
of a university 
in the area—
though, she 
admits, game-
day traffic is 
rough. She ap-
preciates that 
Columbia re-
cently let her 
daughter’s 
school use the 
complex for 
their field day.

But when 
she takes the 
No. 1 train 
south and sees “Stop Columbia!” 
on the Tuck-it-Away Self-
Storage building near 125th 
Street, she pauses.

“Any time I think about 
Columbia University, that’s in 
my mind,” she said.

Tuck-it-Away owner Nick 
Sprayregen, whose sign she 
recalls, is one of two property 
holdouts who has refused to 
sell to Columbia and has fought 
the state for years in hopes of 
avoiding eminent domain for 
the University’s campus expan-
sion in Manhattanville.

Now, as Columbia moves for-
ward with its plans for a new con-
struction project at Baker Field, 
Hill isn’t the only resident say-
ing that her reservations about 
changes to the sports complex at 
218th Street stem from what has 
unfolded 90 blocks south.

In making the case for both 
a new athletic center and a 
new park space, the University 
seems to be contending as much 
with its reputation in West 
Harlem as with concerns about 
the new Baker project itself.

calls for communication
“We’ve been in conversa-

tion with the community since 
September of last year,” Joe 
Ienuso, executive vice president 
for facilities, said at the start of 
his presentation to over 100 lo-
cal residents at a Community 
Board 12-sponsored public 
hearing three weeks ago in 
Inwood. 

“We’ve tried to come to you, 
and we’ve certainly heard a lot,” 
he told them.

That conversation has in-
cluded 17 meetings since ini-
tiating the plans last year, in-
cluding ones with CB12 and 
City Council member Robert 
Jackson, site tours with State 
Senator Eric Schneiderman’s 
staff, and an open house 
in March for residents’ 
questions.

T h a t  t o u r  w i t h 
Schneiderman’s staff also in-
volved members of the Inwood 
Mobilization Committee, a lo-
cal group that recently formed 
to protest Columbia’s plans for 
Baker Field—which include a 
building to hold coaches’ of-
fices and a study space for ath-
letes, as well as new park space 
that would include a restored 
wetland.

David Brodherson, a mem-
ber of the IMC who was on the 
state senator’s tour, said the en-
gagement is a start, though his 
skepticism hasn’t faded.

“Columbia has begun to be a 
little more neighborly, but I’m 
not sure they’re really address-
ing the meatiest issues,” he said.
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BY WILLIAM JACOBS
Spectator Staff Writer 

Columbia may be getting at 
least one A in sustainability this 
year.

The University signed on as 
a member of the Sustainability, 
Tracking, Assessment, and 
Rating System, a new way to 
measure universities’ efforts at 
“going green.”

Nilda Mesa, who was named 
Columbia’s first director of en-
vironmental stewardship in 
2009, said that the system ac-
counts for critical contextual 
differences between universi-
ties—meaning a large urban uni-
versity like Columbia will not be 
evaluated on the same scale as a 
small rural college.

“Colleges and universities 
have vastly different ways of de-
fining and responding to sustain-
ability,” Mesa said. “In part, this 
is based on geographically where 
they are, but also on the mission 
of a higher-ed institution. So, for 
example, if you’re a small liber-
al arts college, you don’t have 
very many lab facilities, and 
your greenhouse gas emissions 
are going to be different than if 
you’re a large university where 
research is important.”

By measuring institutions this 
way, the system seeks to empha-
size cooperation between schools 
to reach sustainability goals in-
stead of encouraging schools to 
compete and scramble for the best 
rating, she said.

As the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education website 
bluntly puts it, “STARS provides 
only positive recognition; there 
are no bad grades.”

This year, Columbia received 
a B rating from an outside group, 
the Sustainable Endowments 
Institute, which issues its College 
Sustainability Report Cards ev-
ery year. Columbia had touted its 
A-minus grade from 2009 but crit-
icized the 2010 grade as the prod-
uct of a flawed measuring system.

“It’s reasonable to say that 
this is a response to the report 
card. No university wants to 
get bad ratings on sustainabil-
ity, especially when it’s a ma-
jor university like ours,” Elliot 
Sclar, director of the Center for 
Sustainable Urban Development 
at the Earth Institute, said. “So, I 
do think that they’re constantly 
trying to do things to work better 
and look better.”

Mesa insisted that the deci-
sion to join STARS “was not a 
direct result” of the fallout over 
the Sustainable Endowments 
Institute grades. To criticisms 
that the system is too lenient, she 
said, “Find me a better tool with 
as much substance and transpar-
ency and with such a list of distin-
guished participants and partners 
and we’ll use it.”

STARS became operational 
just this year, and although only 
two institutions have undergone 
STARS evaluations so far, the sys-
tem already has over 200 mem-
bers, including major universities 
like Stanford and Yale.

Before Baker Complex construction, CU reaches out
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BAKER FIELD  |  Top: 
The Columbia University 
playing field, Baker, 
increases traffic by its 
218th Street location, 
especially on game days. 
Bottom left: The dock off 
of Baker Field is designed 
for the Columbia crew 
team. Bottom right: A 
fence with trees that cuts 
Baker Field off from the 
rest of the neighborhood 
replaced a  barbed-
wire fence, which was 
a contentious issue for 
locals. The new building 
will be constructed at 
the intersection of 218th 
Street and Broadway.

SEE STARS, page 2

BY MICHAEL ZHONG
Spectator Staff Writer  

Could you handle your room-
mate as your next professor?

A student working committee 
is currently gauging interest for 
student-initiated courses, or SIC. 

The students envision a pos-
sible pilot program which would 
establish a set of elective classes 
by conceived of and taught by 
undergraduates, with faculty 
assistance. 

According to Isaac Lara, CC 
’11, Activities Board represen-
tative, and member of the SIC 
working committee, early sur-
veys have demonstrated that 
there is student support for this 
initiative.

“The students want it,” Lara 
said. “Looking at what I’ve seen 
so far from the survey results, 
there is a lot of enthusiasm 
among the student body about 
the student-course initiative.”

Lara added that in a poll con-
ducted in the Weekly Growler, 
a weekly newsletter sent out to 
the Columbia College student 
body by the CCSC, 85.3 percent 
of respondents indicated that 
they were extremely interested 
or simply interested in seeing a 
pilot program set up to test out 
the idea. 

Lara says that the next step 
for the SIC working commit-
tee will be to conduct surveys 
among the Barnard, School 
of Engineering and Applied 

SEE FORUM, page 2

The Barnard dance department’s 
Oct. 22 show, “The Process of 
Embodiment,” gave an inside look 
at the work of both students and 
teachers in various dance classes.

Putting the classroom 
center stage

CU Republicans and Democrats 
debate immigration, moderated by 
the Columbia Political Union. 

312 Math, 8 p.m.

Quarterback Sean Brackett struggled 
in this weekend’s Homecoming 
contest against Dartmouth, 
completing just over half of his 31 
attempted passes and posting fewer 
than 40 net rushing yards.

Big Green defense 
posed trouble for CU
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Today

72°/ 64°

Tomorrow

72°/ 55°

Columbia 
finds new 
way to track 
‘green’ eΩorts

Committee 
pushes for 
student-led 
courses

CPU Student Debate

Amin Ghadimi stresses the benefits 
of true interfaith dialogue.

Keeping the faith

Why supplicating POTUS detracts 
from our Commencement.

Reality check

This is part 
one in a 
five-part 
series on the 
construction 
at Baker Field.

Echoes of 
Manhattanville 
strain relationship 
with locals

“No university 
wants to get 
bad ratings on 
sustainability. ”

—Elliot Sclar, Director 
of Center for Sustainable 

Urban Development
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SEE SIC, page 2
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Because STARS is new and its 
transparency has yet to be deter-
mined, Sclar noted, “Nobody’s 
exactly sure how the system is 
going to work.”

But Mesa said that the 
University is ready to move for-
ward. “We don’t really have any 
idea how we’re going to do. … 
This is a new process for all in-
volved, and through experience 
we might find that some things 
aren’t ideal,” she said. 

“In the sense of showing where 

we’re going and how we’re im-
proving, STARS seemed like the 
best option,” Mesa said.

Barnard has not joined STARS, 
and it did not complete the sur-
veys for the College Sustainability 
Report Cards in years past, leading 
to a grade of D-plus.

Barnard did join Columbia 
in July in signing a letter from a 
coalition of colleges and univer-
sities to a group of sustainability 
ranking organizations asking for 
“consistent and comparable met-
rics,” including the Sustainable 
Endowments Institute.

According to Lisa Gamsu, 
vice president of administration 
and capital planning at Barnard, 
STARS’s strength is that it seems 
to provide “resources for bench-
marking and self-assessment 
within one’s own group,” making 
it more indicative of a school’s 
sustainability efforts than cur-
rent systems

Gamsu called the fact that the 
information-submitting process 
is “time-consuming” the main 
reason that Barnard has not yet 
joined Columbia under STARS. 
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Columbia joins new ‘green’ tracking program

Residents say that they want 
to see concerns with the current 
facilities—which include the 
football stadium, other sports 
fields, and a dock for the crew 
teams—resolved. They aren’t 
allowed to use the track to run, 
Columbia buses exacerbate the 
traffic problems on 218th Street, 
and the field lights stay on all 
night, residents say.

According to an online poll 
conducted by the city Parks and 
Recreation Department, “Turn 
Baker Field lights off when not 
in use” scored higher than all 34 
other options for improving the 
area around the fields.

Columbia facilities officials 
say they’re working to address 
these problems, though resi-
dents say they’ve heard it all 
before. “You don’t need to have 
a capital project to engage with 
neighbors,” Wayne Benjamin, 
chair of CB12’s land use com-
mittee, said at the hearing.

University President Lee 
Bollinger said in a recent inter-
view that he acknowledges that 
these problems should be ad-
dressed immediately. “People 
in the neighborhood should not 
have to wear eyeshades to go 
to sleep at night. So you learn 
things like that, and you accom-
modate them and people feel 
better,” he said.

These questions of neighbor-
liness have proven key to win-
ning over residents. A barbed 

wire fence around Baker was 
taken down last December and 
recently replaced with a black 
chain-link fence with small 
trees, earning points with neigh-
bors—one of whom said the 
fence used to make the neigh-
borhood look like a “minimum-
security prison.”

Still, Ienuso acknowledged 
that the trust level isn’t high.

“And the community said, 
are you going to take care of the 
trees? Yes, yes, we’re gonna wa-
ter the trees. We’re gonna rake 
the leaves. We’re going to take 
care of them. You don’t have to 
fight with us,” Ienuso said.

To some neighborhood lead-
ers, however, the cynicism seems 
widespread.

“This is a development project, 
so there is some suspicion,” CB12 
chair Pamela Palanque-North 
said. “Because Columbia is such 
an omnipresent, illustrious orga-
nization with so much power—
the perception around the court 
case and land use, and what hap-
pened in Manhattanville—there’s 
that shadow over Columbia and 
their expansion.”

lessons learned?
As the public process moves 

forward for the Baker develop-
ment, there are clear echoes 
of the University’s community 
interactions, and obstacles, in 
Manhattanville.

CB12 will issue its final rec-
ommendation tonight about 
whether it approves of the 

University’s plans. From there, 
the plans will be reviewed by 
the Manhattan borough presi-
dent’s office, the City Planning 
Commission, and finally voted 
on by New York City Council.

The University did learn 
from the contentious pro-
cess of reaching an agreement 
with the community during 
the Manhattanville process, 
Bollinger said.

“You do have to be patient in 
this kind of process. You do have 
to listen, you do have to come up 
with ways [to change] that are 
consistent with what we can do,” 
Bollinger said, adding that plans 
for the Manhattanville campus 
had changed dozens of times be-
fore reaching their current state.

For Ienuso, it’s difficult to 
compare the challenges of West 
Harlem and Inwood. “Learn 
from your mistakes and don’t 
replicate them, and improve 
on the things you did well,” he 
said, but added, “Every project 

is unique. Every community 
board is unique.”

While the University seems 
to be prioritizing its communi-
ty relations at Baker Field, of-
ficials have been clear that they 
will not allow local requests 
to go as far as they did in the 
Manhattanville process, which 
culminated in an extensive 
community benefits agreement.

“We will not allow the 
University to be held up unrea-
sonably. We just will not go for-
ward with the project if that’s 
the case,” Bollinger said.

perceptions of the past
On the corner of 165th Street 

and Broadway sits a building 
called the Audubon Business and 
Technology Center. It’s a build-
ing with two distinct parts: the 
front has the two-story arched 
windows of a theater built in the 
1910s, while the back is a taller, 
more modern structure.

The front is a restored sec-
tion of the former Audubon 
Ballroom, where Malcolm X was 
shot and killed in 1965.

In 1989, Columbia announced 
plans to tear down the ballroom 
to build a lab complex near its 
Medical Center. That quickly 
prompted a citywide battle, 
with local residents and histori-
ans calling Columbia racist and 
insensitive to history, and others 
hoping for the economic benefits 
of construction.

By the mid-1990s, Columbia 
agreed to preserve the ballroom’s 

façade and part of the the-
ater. That struggle also took 
place within the boundaries 
of Community Board 12, and 
Brodherson said these conflicts 
still resonate with the northern 
Manhattan community.

“Malcolm X was a very im-
portant figure, and in any case 
there was a huge community 
fight … They ultimately com-
promised, but only after a ma-
jor, major fight,” Brodherson 
said. As for Baker Field, he said, 
“I’m unwilling to give them the 
benefit of the doubt because of 
that history.”

Palanque-North was also ac-
tive in that neighborhood during 
the Audubon ballroom fight.

“That took a tremendous 
amount of work and organizing 
and energy and pressure from 
the community to get Columbia 
to agree to how they’d use their 
property,” she said.

Development controversy 
also preceded one of the defining 
moments in Columbia’s history, 
the riots of 1968, which were 
precipitated by the University’s 
plans to build a private gym in 
Morningside Park.

Bollinger said that past devel-
opment controversies, including 
the one in Manhattanville, are 
on the University officials’ minds 
as they make the case for Baker 
Field and any neighborhood 
changes.

“But one has to remember, we 
are thousands of percent [in a] 
better position as a University 

with respect to these kinds of 
discussions than we were a de-
cade ago or two decades ago,” 
Bollinger said. “You just can’t 
imagine how hostile the rela-
tionship was.”

neighborhood watch
The University doesn’t plan 

to tear anything down oth-
er than its own maintenance 
building to make way for the 
Campbell Sports Center, which 
likely explains why the protest 
to the project hasn’t been that 
strong.  

Loretta Norman, whose 
apartment building overlooks 
Baker Field, smiled as she 
walked down 218th Street dur-
ing the Homecoming game on 
Saturday. She’s been enjoying 
Columbia’s presence for 16 
years, and unlike many of her 
neighbors, she wouldn’t change 
a thing about the festivities.

“I just love the fact that they 
have the games here. It’s enjoy-
able, it’s something fun to do on 
the weekends,” she said. As for 
future construction, “We have to 
try to deal with it and take it one 
day at a time,” she said.

Jerry Ikwuazom, SEAS ’86, 
who lives just one block south 
of Baker Field, says he’s look-
ing forward to seeing what the 
University does with the Baker 
complex. “As long as they’re not 
encroaching on peoples’ prop-
erty, I’m in favor,” he said.

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

Sciences, and General Studies 
student bodies to find out if 
they are also interested. If 
the results for these schools 
demonstrate interest in the 
project, then the committee 
plans on drafting a proposal 
in collaboration with the stu-
dent councils to present to the 
Committee on Instruction, 
which oversees policy and cur-
riculum for the College.

A potential main hurdle in 
getting this possible initiative in 
place, according to Lara, is gain-
ing faculty support. 

“What I’ve heard is, from 
my conversations with admin-
istrators, from deans, that the 
real deciding factor is the fac-
ulty, because the faculty is the 
ones who are actually going to 
be sponsoring the students who 
want to do the student-initiated 
courses,” Lara said.

But the discussions the 
working committee has had 
with faculty members have 
been promising, Lara said. 

“A lot of faculty are very sup-
portive of the fact that they’d be 
able to work with a student in a 
capacity that’s not like indepen-
dent research,” he noted. 

One goal of the working 

committee, he said, was for the 
administration to implement 
some version of the program by 
either next spring or fall. 

Lara, who made the first 
push to potentially draft a pro-
posal, said he was introduced 
to the concept of student-initi-
ated courses while visiting UC 
Berkeley. Berkeley’s DeCal pro-
gram, which is the equivalent 
of student-initiated courses, has 
149 elective courses listed for 
this semester.

One undergraduate at UC 
Berkeley who is teaching a stu-
dent-initiated course is senior 
Max Steiner, a Development 
Studies major instructing the 
course “Conflicts of the Middle 
East”, which has enrolled 40 
students.

Teaching the class, accord-
ing to Steiner, has helped him 
reinforce his knowledge of the 
Middle East, which is his re-
gional focus for his major.

“Teaching is a step on the 
way to make you actually 
consolidate what you know,” 
Steiner said. “It forces you to 
think through all the different 
calls for change that there could 
be [in the Middle East].”

Steiner described the col-
laboration process with his fac-
ulty advisor, Berkeley political 

science professor Steven Fish, 
as “very, very comprehensive”. 
Steiner says that he and Fish 
went through the teaching 
material every week, item by 
item, and went over each top-
ic in depth. The process lasted 
roughly three weeks.

Steiner added that although 
he did not anticipate there would 
be this much work involved with 
creating the curriculum, the 
process and the class itself have 
been rewarding for him.

Aditi Nair, CC’13, and a 
transfer from UC Berkeley, took 
the DeCal course “Berkeley 
Fiction Review”, in which she 
served as a staff member for 
the BFR, which is also one of 
Berkeley’s fiction magazines. 
Nair highlights another aspect 
of student-initiated courses: 
these courses do not necessar-
ily need to be focused purely 
on academics.

“The class was a great place 
to meet new people with simi-
lar interests.” Nair said in an 
email. “As a freshman, it offered 
me a great way to ease into the 
extra-curricular community at 
Berkeley. Moreover in a large 
school like Berkeley, it was a 
great way to find both a social 
and academic niche.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Committee suggests student-taught courses

As the meeting wound down, 
attendees tried to form plans to 
work more extensively with the 
community board, and formed 
smaller committees to spearhead 
local initiatives. Some suggested 
organizing an information fair 
that would showcase the differ-
ent community groups involved 
in educational work.  Audience 

members leaving the meetings 
seemed optimistic about ideas 
that came out of the forum, de-
spite the fact that turnout was 
lower than expected. Rogers said 
that may have been because it 
was publicized at the last minute, 
and locals might also be experi-
encing fatigue over the recent 
“the acrimonious debates over 
charter schools.”

Althea Jack, another TC 

graduate, one of the organizers 
of the event and a representa-
tive from local civic engagement 
group Organizing for Harlem, 
was encouraged by attendees’ 
level of contribution. She felt 
participants left the forum feeling 
they could “go now with knowl-
edge to do something.”

“It’s like the beginning of a 
movement,” she said. 

news@columbiaspectator.com 

Harlemites discuss improvements to schools

As renovations to Baker Athletics Complex move forward, locals remain suspicious of construction
BAKER from front page

“This is a 
development 
project, so there is 
some suspicion.”
—Pamela Palanque-North, 

Chair of CB12

SIC from front page STARS from front page

FORUM from front page

couldn’t be stopped, as it gained 
444 yards in the matchup against 
the Big Red. Senior quarterback 
Joe Springer threw for 287 yards 
and two touchdowns, and he 
completed 20 of his 33 passes. 
Both of Springer’s touchdown 
passes were caught by senior 
wide receiver Alex Tounkara. 
On the ground, Brown was led 
by sophomore running back 
Mark Kachmer, who gained 
81 yards and scored a touch-
down, and senior running back 
Zachary Tronti, who totaled 53 
yards. The struggling Big Red 
(1-5, 0-3 Ivy) has now lost three 
straight games. Junior tight 
end Ryan Houska scored twice, 
once on a diving 21-yard recep-
tion and the other on a two-yard 
run. Freshman quarterback Jeff 
Mathews put on a solid perfor-
mance, throwing for 232 yards 

and one touchdown. Ultimately, 
Cornell’s offense couldn’t deal 
with the Bears’ pass rush, as 
the Big Red surrendered a sack 
to five different players and 10 
tackles for losses. Cornell looks 
to turn its season around when it 
hosts Princeton—who is also last 
in the Ivy standings—next week. 

harvard 45, princeton 28  
The Crimson bounced back 

from its loss to Lehigh with an 
impressive win over the Tigers. 
Harvard’s offense overwhelmed 
Princeton’s defense throughout 
the game, racking up 583 yards. 
Harvard’s rushing attack contin-
ued its domination, rushing for 
over 300 yards for the third time 
this season. Senior Gino Gordon 
led with 204 yards off of 20 car-
ries and one touchdown, while 
sophomore Treavor Scales ran 
for 134 yards and one touchdown. 
Harvard’s junior quarterback 

Collier Winters—who hadn’t 
played a snap all season due to 
injury—surprised everyone by 
starting the second half. He com-
pleted eight of his 12 passes for 
two scores and one interception. 
Both of the touchdowns were 
caught by sophomore tight end 
Kyle Juszczyk. Princeton (1-5, 
0-3 Ivy) kept the game close un-
til early in the fourth quarter, 
when the momentum swung 
in Harvard’s favor for good as 
senior Mike Cook scored off of 
a blocked punt. The Tigers’ air 
attack was led by quarterback 
Andrew Dixon, who threw for 
195 yards, one touchdown, and 
two interceptions. The Tigers 
also opened up their playbook, 
as they successfully utilized two 
reserve option passes for scores. 
Harvard (4-2, 2-1 Ivy) will trav-
el to Dartmouth next weekend 
looking for a win to stay in the 
hunt for the Ivy League title. 

Tigers fall to Crimson in weekend contest
ATL from back page



BY JULIA AN
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Blurring the lines between coursework and 
performance art, the Barnard dance department 
presented a new type of show last weekend.  

On Friday, the first day of 
Barnard’s Family Weekend, the 
dance department hosted a per-
formance showcase titled “The 
Process of Embodiment.” It pro-

vided a behind-the-scenes look at how dancers 
and teachers work together in a classroom setting. 
Six different dance technique classes—Baharata 
Natyam (classical Indian), composition, African 
(levels I and II), pointe, variation, and modern 
(level IV)—participated in giving viewers a look 
at the raw materials of the choreographic process.

This performance was an educational experi-
ence in itself—teachers and students gave brief 

talks about techniques and how to turn dance con-
cepts into movement. 

 “It’s a good idea to reveal what goes on in the 
classroom to make transparent the transition ev-
ery dancer goes through when moving work from 
the classroom to a performance venue,” said Katie 
Glasner, dance department assistant chair. 

The department showcased the diversity of 
its course offerings. The Baharata Natyam class, 
taught by Uttara Coorlawala, showed off several 
technical aspects of classical Indian dance such as 
the importance of hand movements and choreo-
graphed facial expressions. Coorlawala chanted 
as she would in a rehearsal or class, and the stu-
dents even restarted the dance several times to 
perfect it.

Students showed the struggle of embodying cer-
tain movements when they performed a creative 
problem-solving exercise called “point phrase” 
from professor David Parker’s composition class. 

During this exercise, Tracy Einstein, CC ’13, moved 
one body part and Taryn McGovern, BC ’13, had 
to make contact with that part. Then the roles re-
versed, and the pattern continued. This collabora-
tive duet was all improvisation and added to the 
natural feel of the performance. 

Loud cheers and applause revealed that the 
crowd’s favorite was the African class. Girls 
dressed in colorful sarongs over black leotards 
and leggings showcased an energetic celebratory 
number to live drumming. 

For the modern class, Karla Wolfangle, a 
modern dance lecturer, instructed the dancers 
on stage. She counted for them, made them re-
start, and even gave corrections such as “round 
your back,” as if it were less of a polished perfor-
mance and more of a private look into the dance 
world. These mid-performance instructions re-
minded the audience that they were sitting in a 
glorified classroom.

Robert La Fosse’s variation class performed 
“Valse-Fantasie” en pointe, while Cynthia 
Anderson’s pointe class captured the grandeur 
of  “Danse Des Enfants” and “La Romanesca” of 
the ballet “Raymonda” even in the small studio. “I 
gave them a few more challenging steps to perform 
in front of the pressure of an audience,” Anderson 
said, showing the level of interaction between cho-
reography and performance on display that night. 

As students performed their coursework, they 
put the organic components of their education on 
display. The students just wanted to make sure that 
the viewers were aware that the performance was 
not a polished product.

“I hope the audience will understand that the 
work being presented to them is representative 
of the work done in class by all involved in the 
dance department rather than the result of inten-
sive rehearsal focusing on a specific performance,” 
McGovern said.

BY LUDOVICA PAGNI
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Every year, in the midst of 
midterms, a dilemma presents it-
self: what to wear as a Halloween 

costume. 
Usually this prob-

lem is addressed only 
on Oct. 30 when stores 
are closing, costumes 

are disappearing, and costs are rising. 
To avoid being caught unprepared as 
always, follow one of these few tips on 
how to create a last-minute original outfit 
for the many Halloween parties leading up to 
the big night.

The time for ghosts made out of old sheets has 
passed. Why not be a jellyfish? The process is 
just as easy, and the idea will earn more creativity 
points. All that is needed is an umbrella, prefer-
ably transparent or white, and strings. Open up the 
umbrella—just as you would on a rainy day—and 

attach the strings to its ends, and the jel-
lyfish will be ready to move with the flow 
of the city.

Although a scarecrow is a fairly 
common idea for a costume, there is 
once again no need to hustle around 
busy stores or spend precious money 

to make it. For guys, the most dif-
ficult portion of putting togeth-

er this costume is finding 
an oversized shirt, a pair 
of faded baggy blue jeans, 

and rope for a belt. For girls, 
this might be easily solved by 
knocking on a guy friend’s 

door and stealing his 
clothes for a night. 

Once the garments are 
there the rest is easy—stuff 

the clothes with newspapers, 
plastic bags, fabrics, or whatev-

er is laying about the room. Then tie the 
cuffs of the jeans and the sleeves with 

the same rope used as a belt. To make it look even 
more convincing, leave some straw hanging out of 
the sleeves and wear a straw hat.

For those who are tired of the same old animals 
and pop culture icons that appear year after year, 
try walking around as a bag of jellybeans for a 
night. In this case, it might be necessary to spend 
a few dollars at a stationary store on colored bal-
loons (best if small), ribbons, two safety pins, and 
two pieces of white cardboard. A big, clear plastic 
bag, such as a big trash bag, is also necessary. 

Once the shopping is done, blow up the bal-
loons, cut four holes in the bag—two for the arms 
and two for the legs—and fill the bag with some 
balloons. Next, write or draw a jellybean logo on 
the two sheets of cardboard, attach them to the 
bag with the safety pins, and, finally, tie the bag 
loosely around your back with the ribbons. Be 
sure to walk carefully all night, but be prepared 
with a backup explanation if the balloons pop 
(perhaps you are a bag of confetti?)—it wouldn’t 
be ideal, but at least you’ll get two costumes for 
the price of one.

BY JESSICA SCHWARTZ
Columbia Daily Spectator 

On Friday, Sept. 24, students woke up earlier 
than usual, suited up in some variation of black 
or navy professional attire, and headed to Lerner 

with résumés in hand. The occasion? 
Columbia’s annual Fall Career Fair. 

While the Roone Arledge 
Auditorium was mostly a sea of black 
pant suits, there were some interesting 

standouts, both good and bad. A few miniskirts sa-
shayed dauntingly past the booths, as did glittery em-
bellishments, rumpled shirts, and a lot of uncombed 
hair. Not all was bleak though—one student differ-
entiated herself from the crowd in an appropriate 
black trouser, black heel, and pale green oxford shirt 
ensemble. She complemented her outfit with pearl 
earrings, a matching necklace, and a black purse large 
enough to hold her belongings without swallowing 
her whole. Successfully looking appropriate and still 
showing personality is no simple feat, and it is one 
that students don’t cease to face now that the Fall 
Career Fair is over, as interview season for jobs and 
internships is now in full swing.

Dressing for success without just throwing on 
a suit and oxford combination can be quite the 
task. As one Center for Career Education advisor 
said, one must consider length, necklines, color, 
heel size, accessories, and grooming in order to 
be professional. No single loose thread will pass 
the inspection of a recruiter, so it should not pass 
the interviewee’s eye either. Both men and women 
should opt for a black or navy tailored suit com-
bined with a subtly colored or white oxford or 
blouse for women. Shoes should be formal—they 
should be worn with dark socks for men and have 
a low heel for women. Accessories should be kept 
to a minimum, hair should be clean and combed, 
and breath should be worthy of an ad campaign for 
Wintergreen gum. With such restrictions, it is no 
wonder that most students treat dressing up like 
wearing a uniform, but it is possible to look the part 
while not getting lost in itchy cotton and buttons. 

Although throwing away suits, button-downs, 
and ties is not advisable just yet, some fun can still 

be had. The secret lies in subtleties bold enough to 
stand out but not so ostentatious as to appear unpro-
fessional. Accessories are a great way to do so for both 
men and women—just keep in mind that one piece 
is enough to make a point. For women, this can be a 
unique statement necklace, a patterned silk scarf, or 
an intricate ring. Men can play around with cuff links, 
a pocket-handkerchief, or patterned ties. 

Mix it up and have fun. Students should avoid 
wearing the same suit and shirt combination to every 
single interview, information session, and recruiter 
event. If the person wearing the outfit is bored with 
his or her own look, everyone else will yawn too. 
Having a few outfits and rotating them is essential. 
This is especially important if you are attending mul-
tiple events at which the same companies will be 
present. Chances are that students will bump into 
company representatives they have already met. 
While they should most definitely approach these 
recruiters and build connections, they should not 
do so wearing the same outfit they wore last time.

Keep in mind that today’s business climate is 
changing. More and more companies are implement-
ing casual Fridays and relaxing their standards of 
dress. Industries such as finance are still highly con-
servative, but others laud wearing jeans and sandals 
everyday. It is important to know the norms of the 
industry. However, even when applying for a job at 
Google, err on the side of caution. It looks far bet-
ter to come in a business suit for such an interview 
than to show up in jeans only to find that the Google 
representative decided to dress up. 

Investing in one good suit now will go a long 
way toward a career no matter the stage of the 
process you are in. A good suit can be found just 
about anywhere today and even on sale, but in case 
one just isn’t in the budget, CCE has a closet from 
which students can borrow at no cost. 

So the next time “professional attire” is the 
dress code, students should not panic or groan. 
They need only to pull out their go-to suit, chose 
a unique piece to add to the mix, and grab their 
résumés. First impressions go a long way, and stu-
dents must simply remember that they can still 
show personality while wearing something a little 
classier than their Butler best. 

How to balance personal with professional style this job hunting season

Cheap, creative Halloween costumes for students in a crunch

Students, teachers join to choreograph inside look at CU dance dept.

EMBRY OWEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

DANCING QUEENS  |  Students enrolled in African dance classes (left, right) and pointe classes (center) at Barnard performed in “The Process of Embodiment” on Friday to their teachers’ choreography.

DANCE

OCTOBER 26, 2010	 				    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT PAGE 3

STYLE

STYLE

BY DAVID ABUD
Columbia Daily Spectator 

The awkwardness was absurd.  Watching 
Simón Hanukai’s conglomeration of three one-
act  plays—titled “Wedding Reception”—on 

Saturday, it was hard for au-
dience members not to jump 
out of their seats to stop the 
chaos and the tension. None 
of the characters wanted to be 

together, and their forced smiles and hushed ar-
guments created so much tension that it could be 
felt in every corner of the venue.

The play, directed by Hanukai, SoA ’12, is an ad-
aptation of three of Anton Chekhov’s plays—“The 
Wedding,” “The Proposal,”and “Swan Song”—
turned into one 90-minute nonstop show. It de-
buted last weekend as a part of Columbia Master 
of Fine Arts theater program’s Schapiro Classroom 
Series, which gives graduate students a setting in 
which to debut their work. Hanukai’s play was par-
ticularly intriguing, as the time period and setting 
were ambiguous. Hanukai’s brother, Maksim—a 
Ph.D. student in comparative literature—and Jess 
Applebaum, SoA ’12, helped write the play.

The plot does not revolve around one character. 
It begins with a wedding reception in which the 
groom and his mother-in-law argue incessantly, 
and numerous other characters bicker while oth-
ers try to keep the reception from falling apart. 
From the beginning, there is seemingly unending 
chaos that is not resolved until two-thirds of the 
way through the play.  

The friction between the characters is all the 
while hidden by their fake smiles and a façade of 
happiness. Equally as compelling as the emotional 
drama is the characters’ body language, which is 
used to convey the awkwardness of the situation 
as well as the characters’ dislike for one another. 

The chaos continues to mount until an acting 
company is called upon to reenact the proposal of 
the so-called happy couple. This makes the couple 
seem like fools, and they are left with only the re-
alization that their wedding has been a disaster.

The most poignant part of the play, however, 
is the end. This is when the true main character 
reveals himself to be one of the actors who was 
helping to reenact the proposal. He is left by his 
friends and wakes up drunk and alone for the de-
ceit. His monologue, which examines his brilliant 
and failed acting career, evokes more pity than sad-
ness. As the lights go down, the feeling of anxiety 
remains, mingled with a profound helplessness to 
do anything to correct the situation. 

Although the audience is virtually face-to-face 
with the action—the intimate black box in Schapiro 
seats roughly 40 people—the most annoying part of 
the experience is that the viewers remain stuck in 
their seats, unable to change the situation.

Hanukai has crafted a masterful rendition of a 
Chekhov drama. The end, like many of Chekhov’s 
works, leaves the audience unsatisfied, anxious, 
and upset that there has been no resolution. 

It is easy to leave Schapiro convinced that SoA’s 
theater arts department is performing great shows 
almost every weekend and all completely for free.  
But be careful—although the plays are entertain-
ing, not all are light-hearted.

‘Wedding Reception’ 
ushers new level of 
theatrical power to stage
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the angry pen

IGOR SIMIC

Is your family struggling to pay 
for your education? Well, it might 

get even harder. The American 
Opportunity Tax Credit, created as 
part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009—also 
known as the stimulus package—is 
set to expire at the end of the year. 
Unless Congress acts, the average 
American family, and the average 
Columbia student, will pay an addi-
tional $1,700 per year in tuition.

The AOTC expanded the pre-
existing Hope Credit so that it 
would assist families in higher- and lower-income 
brackets that were not previously eligible. The tax 
credit helps students by paying for two-thirds of their 
tuition costs at a four-year public college and by essen-
tially paying the costs of a community college educa-
tion. If the credit disappears, the attainability of a col-
lege education for many Americans may slip away.

With the AOTC, a taxpayer with an income of less 
than $80,000, or $160,000 for joint filers, who pays a 
student’s tuition is eligible for $2,500 each year for up 
to four years of college. Those with higher incomes are 
eligible for a reduced credit. Even those who do not owe 
taxes can benefit from the credit—it is partially refund-
able, allowing a low-income family to receive up to 
$1,000 to put toward post-secondary education.

Compared to the Hope Credit, the AOTC assists 
more students and is worth up to $700 more per stu-
dent. It can also be claimed for the first four years of 
post-secondary education (up from two years under the 
Hope Credit), and it can be put toward expenses other 
than tuition, including textbooks and other fees.

In the face of economic strain as well as rising college 
tuition costs, families are finding it harder and harder to 
pay for college. This tax credit makes a significant im-
pact. Just look at the statistics. The Treasury Department 
reports that 8.3 million people used the tax credit last 
year, averaging about $1,700 per college student.

The cost of attending Barnard or Columbia, includ-
ing tuition, room and board, and additional fees, is up-
wards of $56,000 per year, totaling $224,000 for all four 
years. According to both schools’ financial aid offices, 
about 50 percent of Barnard and Columbia College 
students receive financial aid. For a large portion of our 
community, this assistance is the difference in making 
college a possibility. Even the colleges themselves have 
a hard time paying tuition—financial aid offices often 
don’t have enough to cover students’ needs, leaving 
many families with a bigger bill than they can afford. 
In addition, the majority of undergraduate financial aid 
packages provide a large portion of their assistance in 
the form of student loans. While loans are helpful in al-
lowing students to attend school, this deferred payment 
method is still exorbitant and places a great deal of 
strain on students’ finances well after college.

In recent weeks, President Barack Obama has called 
upon Congress to make the AOTC permanent, making 
college affordable for more Americans. And, to no one’s 
surprise, Republicans in Congress are pushing back. 
They plan to cut educational funding by 20 percent, and 
it is unclear whether the credit will survive.

In discussing the AOTC, Obama has said that he 
hopes to create a level playing field where “every child 
in this country has a chance to rise above any barriers of 
race or faith or station, and they can fulfill their God-
given potential; where the American Dream is a living 
reality.” He added, “By opening the doors of college to 
anyone who wants to go, that’s a future we can help 
build together.” Paying for education is a long-term in-
vestment in the future of this country—the AOTC is the 
government’s investment in us.

Though our country has historically emphasized the 
ability to rise to the top through hard work, it is impor-
tant to note that the low-hanging fruit of the past is no 
longer a reality in the present.

If the government fails to extend the AOTC, it will 
deny millions of American students access to college by 
withholding the much-needed assistance to pay for it. 
Under the economic constraints of today’s world, hard 
work and motivation often prove insufficient. This tax 
credit is too important to the success of the American 
people for it to be taken away. It’s up to our leaders to 
decide whether they are ready to make education acces-
sible to all Americans. 

Alexandra Katz is a Barnard College senior majoring in 
political science. Umm, Excuse me runs alternate Tuesdays. 

Making a diΩerence 
through tax policy
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Columbia is home to a vibrant 
culture of interfaith collabora-

tion and exchange. But what does this 
mean? And why does it matter?

We all profess the merits of inter-
faith initiatives. Of course, a pro-
gressive, modern community like 
ours hosts an amiable interchange of 
religious ideas. Interfaith dialogue is 
the natural expression of our love of 
diversity. After all, we are Columbia.

But if we move beyond such gen-
teel façades and urbane pleasantries, 
we may find a different reality hid-
ing behind a specious mask. To what 
extent do we view interfaith dialogue 
as just an inconvenient devoir, the 
unhappy task of a faithful few fulfill-
ing an obligation to political correctness? Or as just 
the newest and trendiest concoction of the dealers of 
epiphenomena, an opportunity for religion addicts to 
go hang out with the rest of the opiated masses while 
the sober go on with their real lives?

It is true that interfaith dialogue, when conducted 
insubstantially, can in fact devolve into these things. If 
we seek to engage with one another only to propitiate, 
thinking that devotion to the punctilios of dialogue in 
itself is enough, then the interfaith movement will for-
ever remain an empty and quite unnecessary formal-
ity. And it will deserve any furtive glances of scorn it 
may attract.

But if we think deeply and earnestly about the pur-
pose of interfaith exchange, then we find that inter-
faith projects are not just the expression of airy-fairy 
ideals of global harmony and cross-religious friendship. 
Rather, interfaith initiatives are indispensable to both a 
prosperous society and a thriving individual life.

The platitudes about interfaith dialogue are true. In 
a world where few things are as dangerous as igno-
rance, interfaith work provides real, living knowledge. 
Certainly, independently studying the sacred texts of 
other religions is an essential way to combat religious 
ignorance, but it can never replace actual interaction 
with adherents of different faiths. Interfaith activity 
can thus lead to an understanding of the fundamental 
human virtues—regardless of their multifarious ex-
pressions and myriad targets—that we all share.

Less appreciated than such truisms, however, are the 
benefits of interfaith dialogue to the individual. Interfaith 
initiatives act as the “contact zones” in which different 
and sometimes contradictory belief systems interact with 
one another. It is in these zones, where we look at other 
systems of thought with curiosity and skepticism, that we 
are also forced to examine our own beliefs and test their 

validity. When our faiths come in contact with others’, do 
they still feel right? Do our intellects, our emotions, our 
inmost thoughts still accept them? Do we believe what we 
always thought we believed? These are difficult questions 
to ask, but we have to ask them, especially in college.

This is not to say that we must abandon our beliefs 
when we seek to enter into an interfaith discussion. To do 
so would be disingenuous and in fact would be detrimen-
tal both to our own selves and to the interfaith initiative 
as a whole. Interfaith cannot operate in a phony world 
in which everyone is equally right and all opinions are 
equally valid. The ability to defend what one believes and 
to engage others critically is essential to faith, and it is 
a practice that does not necessarily preclude a genuine 
internal desire to check and refine one’s beliefs. Moreover, 
“interfaith,” despite its name, cannot exclude people who 
choose not to affiliate with organized religion. All, atheists 
and agnostics included, must be part of the conversation if 
it is to be fruitful.

This is, to a large extent, what already happens 
at Columbia, not only when faith groups on cam-
pus collaborate and converse with one another, but 
also when we gather in Literature Humanities and 
Contemporary Civilization to consider life’s funda-
mental questions. We do not readily think of these 
classes as interfaith discussions, but perhaps we 
should. What other opportunities in life will we have 
to engage with a diverse group of brilliant minds on 
what life means? Alas, too few.

This, I think, is what “interfaith” means. “Consort with 
the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and 
fellowship,” say the writings of my own faith. After all, life 
itself is an interfaith activity, and we cannot blithely live 
on pretending that it isn’t.

Amin Ghadimi is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
East Asian languages and cultures. He is a former Spectator 

editorial page editor and a former senior editor of the 
Columbia East Asia Review, and he served as secretary 

of the Bahá’í Club of Columbia University. He is studying 
abroad at the Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies. 

The Way That Can Be Told runs alternate Tuesdays. 

Interpreting “interfaith”

The 
Way 
That 
Can Be 
Told

AMIN
GHADIMI

In a world where few things 
are as dangerous as ignorance, 
interfaith work provides real, living 
knowledge.
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BY BAYODE ADAFIN

A couple of weeks ago, I received an email concern-
ing the Columbia College Student Council’s ambitious 
plan to pursue President Barack Obama as the com-
mencement speaker. I was ecstatic about the idea that 
the president of the United States would take part 
in the conclusion of my Columbia experience. The 
email stated, “DO YOU WANT PRESIDENT OBAMA 
TO SPEAK AT OUR COMMENCEMENT, TWENTY 
ELEVEN? I know you do, so we gotta WORK to make 
that happen.” There was nothing alarming about what 
I read. I did want President Obama to come speak, 
and I expected that it would be difficult to attain this 
goal. However, when I continued to read the email, I 
was shocked with the tasks that our campus leaders 
thought would do the trick.

These undertakings included (but were not limited 
to: “facilitating student group productions in President 
Obama’s honor, dedicating a day of community service 
in President Obama’s honor, creating video testaments 

and other creative forms of expression to capture student 
excitement, leading social media campaigns to give this 
notable movement a web presence, and taking a trip to 
Washington, D.C. where we can make our hopes heard.” If 
President Obama can only be brought to Columbia through 
projects of glorification, then I no longer support this idea.

Although Barack Obama is president of the United 
States—a position that is only afforded to special men 
(or women) with the perfect combination of supreme 
confidence, opportunistic prowess, and circumstance—
he is not a god. There is no doubt that he has had unique 
experiences, but his presence on campus is not some 

unrivaled reward. The president does not grace us with 
his presence—we voted him into office. Furthermore, 
commencement is not about the speakers. It is fun-
damentally about the experiences of the graduating 
class. We should not have to beg anyone, not to men-
tion an alumnus, to come celebrate our day. Where was 
University of Notre Dame’s “grassroots” movement for 
Barack Obama?

I will participate in a day of community service, but I 
will not dedicate it to the president. Why does he warrant 
this honor? I will not travel to Washington, D.C. to have 
my hopes heard. University President Lee Bollinger has 
stated my hopes in officially inviting President Obama to 
speak. And I will not create a video testament about my 
personal preference to hear him speak. Why can’t our 
student leadership understand that this campaign for 
Obama is exorbitant? And so I say to President Obama: 
If you would like to share in our final college experi-
ence, please join us. And to our student leadership: The 
president is only a man, and neither you nor I should 
supplicate to men. No one is more important to com-
mencement than the class of 2011.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
economics.  He is a member of the varsity men’s soccer 
team and the head of community outreach for the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee.

An important man is 
still a man

Commencement is not about the 
speakers. It is fundamentally about 
the experiences of the graduating 
class. We should not have to beg 
anyone, not to mention an alumnus, 
to come celebrate our day.

Umm, 
Excuse me

ALEXANDRA 
KATZ

Unless Congress acts, the average 
American family, and the average 
Columbia student, will pay an 
additional $1,700 per year in tuition.
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PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.
CERTIFIED TRANSLATIONS in over 
80 languages. Accurate, affordable and 
quick. Accepted by government, ed-
ucational and legal institutions.  (646) 
707-0923; info@novalanguages.com. 
www.novalanguages.com
6 FREE PEANUT BUTTER Recipes. 
Send $.61 self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Dept 85, 123 Essex St, 
New York, NY 10002

 
DJ WANTED

Looking for DJs for new Upper West-
side lounge. Young, fun hip joint! Vi-
nyl, CD and laptop. Compatible. Good 
hourly rate. Call (646) 884-3502 or 
(646) 823-9255.
PROGRAMMER AND WEBSITE build-
er needed for amateur’s online neu-
roscience project. Should understand 
Sudoku puzzle. Share “glory”. Will en-
hance your resume. mnemonicshouse 
@hotmail.com

BARTENDERS NEEDED
Males and females. No experience 
necessary for bars, clubs, restaurants, 
special events. Earn cash tips daily. 
Should enjoy working with the pub-
lic. Call (718) 956-7959.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com 

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

COLUMBIA AREA. Spacious 3 BR, 
2 bath. Exquisitely renov pre-war, win-
dowed office, custom cabinetry, W/D, 
CAT5 wiring, lux finishes. $1.139M, 
or for rent $5500. Lori Glick, LGlick@
stribling.com; (212) 585-4536.

1 BR SUBLET—MIDTOWN
W 47 St & 9th Ave, 1 BR apt for 1 
year sublet avail beginning Nov 1. 
Storage unit incl. Close to all transp, 
restaurants, entertainment. $1900/mo. 
(646) 732-9822. 

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
IVY LEAGUE ALUM seeks egg donor. 
Successful NY careerwoman. Married 
at 39, failed IVF’s, need an Egg Donor 
to bring another soul into the world. 
Jewish preferred: hopefulmom38@
yahoo.com. $10K winter break. Tax 
exempt

2004 BMW 325xi
All-wheel-drive, Leather Interior, cold 
weather pkg, 5-speed stick. Original 
Owner. Call (212) 799-4506.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY SPENCER GYORY
Spectator Staff Writer

Penn and Brown remain tied 
atop the Ancient Eight standings 
after a weekend of competition 
that included 
trick plays, ex-
citing special 
teams, and a 
dominant rush-
ing attack.

penn 27, yale 20
With the win, the Quakers (5-

1, 3-0 Ivy) extended their over-
all win streak to four games and 
their Ivy League win streak to 
11. After the Bulldogs went up 
3-0, the Quakers scored 20 un-
answered points. In the second 
quarter, sophomore running 
back Jeff Jack scored for the Red 
and Blue off of a 17-yard screen 
pass from freshman quarterback 
Ryan Becker. The Quakers’ spe-
cials teams unit also had quite a 
productive afternoon. Not only 
did the special teams success-
fully recover an onside kick, 
but senior Bradford Blackmon 
returned a punt for a 53-yard 

score. The Quakers opened the 
second half with a 14-play drive 
that culminated with senior full-
back Luke Deluca punching it 
in for one of his two touchdown 
runs. The Bulldogs’ comeback 
attempt—which included 17 
fourth-quarter points—came up 
short. The comeback was led by 
junior quarterback Patrick Witt, 
who threw for 331 yards, two 
touchdowns, and two intercep-
tions, as he connected for scores 
with senior wide receivers Gio 
Christodoulou and Jordan 
Forney. Despite outgaining Penn 
on offense 360-308, Yale couldn’t 
overcome its two interceptions, 
one fumble, and 10 costly pen-
alties. The loss drops Yale (4-2, 
2-1 Ivy) into a tie for third place 
with Harvard. Next Saturday, 
Penn hosts Brown while Yale 
hosts Columbia.   

    
brown 27, cornell 14

After rolling past Cornell, 
Brown (4-2, 3-0 Ivy) remains 
tied for first place in the Ancient 
Eight. The Bears’ offense 
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ON THE MOVE  |  Sophomore running back Jeff Jack received a 17-yard touchdown pass in Penn’s most recent win against Yale.

Quakers, Bears hold firm 
atop Ivy football standings
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SPORTS

Don’t let 
them call 

you apathetic 
anymore. 
Well, don’t 
let us call you 
apathetic any-
more. It has 
been a com-
mon theme 
throughout 
the pages of 
this section—
students don’t 
know about 
sports, and 
students don’t care about sports. 
Almost every columnist has 
touched on it, and the question, 
“Why don’t Columbia students 
care?” seems to be everywhere 
when discussing the Light Blue. 
But what if they do care? What if 
that’s all changing? 

10,904. That’s the an-
nounced attendance from last 
Saturday’s football game against 
Dartmouth. The volleyball team 
played in front of a record crowd 
in Levien Gymnasium on Friday 
night. Right as the football game 
ended, the men’s soccer team 
(myself included) took the field 
in front of the biggest crowd I’ve 
seen in my three years here.

But it was not just the num-
bers that were impressive this 
weekend. The excitement was 
palpable as the soccer team 
warmed up two fields away 
from Robert K. Kraft Field dur-
ing the fourth quarter of the 
football game. Huge cheers 
would arise and my teammates 
and I would pause what we 
were doing to try to discern the 
announcer’s voice. I remember 
hearing the stadium erupt after 
Columbia’s late fourth-quarter 
touchdown put the Lions up 
21-17 and barely making out 
the words “four-yard touch-
down run.” It was a thrilling, if 
unorthodox, way to keep track 
of the game, and it was like 
nothing I’ve ever experienced at 
Columbia as a student-athlete. 

We arrived at Baker Field 
during halftime of the football 
game, and from the moment we 
got off the bus, the atmosphere 
was electric. Light Blue was ev-
erywhere—shirts, balloons, post-
ers—and there was a buzz about 
the place. I’m not even sure how 
to describe it, but even without 
ever before stepping within the 
confines of Wien Stadium, I 
could that tell the energy in the 
building was different. It was 
alive, and the place was rock-
ing. Our coach took us inside the 
gated soccer stadium just so we 
could have a moment of peace 
to ready ourselves for the game 
before heading inside to the 
dressing room. Outside, painted 

faces, merry tailgaters, and foam 
fingers ruled the day. 

Believe me, it matters—and 
it does not go unnoticed. Not 
only is it the-more-the-merrier 
for the fan experience, but the 
crowd’s energy off the field in-
evitably spills onto it. 

“Saturday’s crowd was 
great. It was really nice to see 
that kind of school spirit and 
support for the team,” senior 
tight end and captain Andrew 
Kennedy said. “The crowd was 
definitely the biggest I’ve seen 
since I’ve been here.” 

The student body at 
Columbia stepped up for 
Homecoming on Saturday, and 
it did so in a big way. Nearly 
11,000 fans is nothing to sniff at, 
particularly on a weekend when 
other concerns—read: mid-
terms—might well have taken 
precedence in years past. It was 
a victory for Columbia athletics, 
and it was not just a morale one. 
Field hockey came away with a 
big win against the Big Green on 
Sunday, as did men’s soccer the 
night before. Volleyball handed 
Princeton its first Ivy League 
loss on Friday and then nearly 
toppled the league leader, Penn, 
the following day. Say what you 
will about the football team’s 
performance on Saturday, but it 
was a bounce here and a bounce 
there away from having this 
week’s conversation revolve 
around Ivy League hardware. 
Call me an optimist, but I’m not 
seeing how that’s a particularly 
bad weekend. 

For me, though, the head-
line of the weekend was in the 
stands. Big crowds turned up, 
and not just for the football 
game. Of course, one day doesn’t 
mean that the entire culture of 
our community has changed, but 
maybe it is an indicator that the 
cries of student apathy heard all 
over campus aren’t quite as valid 
as we thought. Just like for any 
team, though, the challenge is to 
reproduce success. How can we 
create an atmosphere like that 
on a regular basis? What would 
it take to truly fill Wien Stadium? 

It’s not going to happen over-
night, but I think this weekend 
was a promising sign of things 
to come. Students can no longer 
be blamed for not caring or for 
not showing up. They should be 
disappointed that the football 
team didn’t win—serious fans 
have serious expectations. But I 
hope those that made the trek up 
to Baker Field got a taste of the 
thrill and excitement that make 
sports so great, and I hope those 
who didn’t get a sense of what 
they missed. 

Because after this weekend, 
you may not think Columbia is a 
school with a great deal of spirit, 
but 10,904 people say otherwise. 

Zach Glubiak is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in history. 

He is a member of the varsity 
men’s soccer team.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY VICTORIA JONES
Spectator Staff Writer

At the Homecoming game this 
past Saturday, fans saw something 
that they had yet to truly see so 
far this season: 
Sean Brackett 
struggling.

From the 
very first game 
this season—and 
even in the time 
he played last year—sophomore 
quarterback Brackett has put on 
quite a show for Light Blue fans.

Even as a sophomore in his 
first season as starting quar-
terback, Brackett played with 
poise and consistency that in-
spired faith in fans. He was a 
dual threat on the field—able to 
reliably complete passes while 
maintaining his ability to scram-
ble and rush for a first down if he 
didn’t like his options. For most 
of the first five games, Brackett 
was hard to stop.

Before Saturday, he was 75-
for-113 in passing, giving him a 
completion rate of 66.4 percent. 
He had thrown for 1,019 yards—
an average of 203.8 per contest—
while still running for 58 yards a 
game himself. He was averaging 
more than two touchdown passes 
per game.

It was clear from the beginning 
that Brackett would be a force to 
be reckoned with, but in less than 

half a season, he had become the 
crux of Columbia’s offense.

However, in Saturday’s match, 
Brackett’s numbers suffered as 
Dartmouth’s defense seemed to 
get the best of him and the rest of 
the Light Blue offense. Instead of 
completing two-thirds of his pass-
es, Brackett only threw 17-for-31, 
finding success on less than 55 
percent of his attempts.

“He hit some good balls today, 
but you know, 17 out of 31, you 
still want to get out with a better 
percentage than that,” head coach 
Norries Wilson said. “He’s gotta 
be able to stand in there and he’s 
gotta be able to deliver the ball 
pretty good.”

A couple of long passes, such as 
a 30-yard bomb to Kurt Williams 
and a 20-yard completion to Zack 
Kourouma, kept his total passing 
yards up at 188, but there were 
other problems.

One striking change was the 
inaccuracy of some of Brackett’s 
passes. There were a couple of 
balls late in the game that were 
overthrown, though this can be 
typical of long passes.

“The deep ball is hard to hit,” 
Wilson said. “The deep ball is hit 
or miss, and the guy was open 
and Sean tried to lead him and 
led him a little bit too far on both 
occasions.”

In addition to the long balls, 
Brackett also had some glaring 
incomplete passes throughout 

the game that he is usually able 
to make.

In past games, Brackett has 
connected well with senior 
tight end and captain Andrew 
Kennedy. Though the pair still 
combined for six passes and 
63 yards this weekend, there 
were several balls intended for 
Kennedy that were incomplete.

While Kennedy admitted 
that he “had a couple drops per-
sonally on third down,” there 
were also balls poorly thrown 
by Brackett, including one far 
closer to Kennedy’s feet than 
his hands. The struggle with the 
passing game is something that 
the Lions haven’t seen much on 
offense so far this season—and 
Brackett having trouble com-
pleting even short passes was 
a generally new sight on the 
gridiron.

“We had good plays some-
times and then we would have 
a bad play that would stop us,” 
Brackett said. “We just weren’t 
consistent enough today, and you 
can’t win football games if you’re 
not consistent.”

Of his personal play, Brackett 
said, “I need to be better. I need 
to make my reads better.”

The struggle even with the 
short passes didn’t go unnoticed 
by Wilson.

“On the long ball, he overthrew 
a couple,” Wilson said. “He missed 
a couple throws. I thought he held 

the ball a little bit longer than he 
needed to hold it. I didn’t think 
he was as decisive as he has been 
in the past or as he’s shown to be 
capable of being today, and he’s 
just gotta relax and trust his reads 
and get the ball out. Can’t hold it 
long enough to get a sack.”

A weaker-than-hoped-for 
passing game was not the only 
problem Brackett had at the 
Homecoming game. At the end 
of the contest, he only had 38 net 
yards of rushing. Part of what 
makes Brackett such a threat on 
the gridiron is that he can lead 
the Light Blue offense to both a 
strong passing game and a strong 
rushing game. If he doesn’t see 
options downfield that he feels 
comfortable with, Brackett has 
shown himself to be perfectly 
capable of pulling down the 
ball and taking it forward for 
the first down himself. In com-
parison, this weekend’s 38 yards 
are significantly less than his av-
erage 58 per game prior to the 
matchup.

Despite a tough outing 
against Dartmouth, Brackett 
has previously shown himself 
to be a particularly strong quar-
terback. It will be important 
for the Lions to get Brackett’s 
numbers back to their previous 
levels in future matchups, but if 
they can ensure a quick recov-
ery, there is certainly a future 
for this offense. 
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TOUGH TIMES  |  Starting quarterback Sean Brackett hit a bump in the road in the Light Blue’s most recent contest against the Big Green.

Brackett struggles in Homecoming matchup

Homecoming attendance 
shows rising school spirit

Boom 
Goes
the 
Dynamite

ZACH
GLUBIAK

Wien Stadium 
was alive, and the 
place was rocking.

around 
the 

league

in
focus

SEE ATL, page 2
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