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“Naked Lunch” conference 
this past weekend gives 
Columbia experts a chance 
to discuss the legacy of  
William S. Burroughs and 
other Beat Generation authors.

Beat generation gap 
closes at conference

a&E, page 3

Daniel D’Addario tells a tale 
of the trouble with turning 
culture into a narrative.

Story time

Opinion, page 4

The Light Blue bested the 
Quakers this Saturday in a 
4-2 victory. This league win 
puts the Lions in a four-way 
tie  for No. 1 in the league 
with a 2-1 Ivy record.

Women’s soccer 
returns to the top

Sports, page 10

News around the clock
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Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

NatioNal Equality March

By WILLIam JaCOBS
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Bill Thompson brought the battle to 
West Harlem on Saturday, where the 
Democratic mayoral candidate christened 
a new local campaign office just weeks 
before voters hit the booths.

The event was part 
of a large five-borough 
rally for Thompson, 
current ly the cit y’s 
Comptrol ler,  a s he 
seeks to gain office over 
his opponent, incum-
bent Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg. Thompson 
now trails Bloomberg by 
only eight percent, ac-
cording to the latest SurveyUSA poll.

At 132nd Street and Amsterdam, 
Saturday afternoon, he entered a packed 
room plastered with campaign posters 
and blue streamers to a flood of applause 
from around 40 volunteers.

“What happens over the next three weeks 
and a couple of days is going to determine 
who the next mayor of the city of New York 
is,” Thompson said. “And the people who 
can determine that are you.”

Thompson went on to emphasize the 
importance of grassroots activism. “It’s 
a question of, over the next three weeks, 
how many doors we knock on, how many 
people we reach out to, how many phone 
calls we make, how many of our neigh-
bors we bring out to vote on Nov. 3,” he 
said. “It is as simple as that.”

Among the attendees was Martin Smith, 
male district leader of the West Harlem 
Independent Democrats. Smith attributed 

SEE CampaIgN, page 2

Steele settles in, speed-dates deans
By aLExa DavIS

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Since Claude Steele officially assumed his 
role as Columbia’s provost at the beginning of 
the semester, he’s been getting a crash course in 
the University’s administration, budgets, stu-
dents, and the Manhattanville expansion.  

In a recent interview with Spectator, 
Steele discussed his progress in learning 
the ins and outs of Columbia, as well some 

of his hobbies—reading Joan Didion 
books or walking his golden retriever, 
Theo, in Riverside Park. 

While Steele says that his transition 
from professor of psychology at Stanford 
to provost at Columbia has been relatively 
smooth because of the similarities between 
the schools—which Steele describes as being 
of similar caliber—he also mentioned that 
the structural differences between Columbia 
and Stanford make the provost position at 

each school very different. 
The main structural difference Steele de-

scribed is Columbia’s decentralization, with 
funds coming in through individual schools 
to the University, as opposed to coming in 
through the University and out to the schools. 
Stanford, on the other hand. is much more 
centralized and unified, Steele said.

During the past few months, Steele has 

SEE prOvOSt, page 2

Vacancy 
readies for 

Harlem kids
By aLISa Lu aND Sam LEvIN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

In central Harlem, a rotting five-story 
building sits unused as a relic of decades 
past. But if a longtime community orga-
nization has its way, the site will soon face 
a full-blown makeover.

On 145th Street between Amsterdam and 
Broadway, a public schoolhouse has disintegrated 
into a large neighborhood vacancy since it was 
abandoned in the 1970s. Last month, the M.L. 
Wilson Boys & Girls Club of Harlem, a local 
non-profit, scored its final sum of cash in a 
large funding campaign to mount a massive 
redevelopment project on the site.

The Boys & Girls Club has owned the 
building—once P.S. 186—since 1987. At 
the time, the local Convent Avenue Baptist 
Church’s Reverend Mannie Wilson, who is 
the namesake of the organization, bought the 
space from the Department of Education.

Two decades later, after many failed ef-
forts at redevelopment and administrative 
turnover, the Boys & Girls Club received 
a final loan of $100,000 from the Harlem 
Community Development Corporation to 
cover pre-development costs.

This marks one of the last financial hurdles 
to turning the vacant site into a $79 million 
complex that would include 120 units of 
affordable housing, community space, op-
erational space for the Boys & Girls Club, 
and a potential new public school.

The affordable housing units and the 
school project are meant to fund the Club, 
executive director Giselle Shorter explained. 
“We are not in the business of developing,” 
she said. “The goal of the entire project is 
to underwrite our program.” 

Shorter added of the affordable fees, 
“We have a commitment to expanding 
our reach,” and said that one of the only 
remaining roadblocks to the project would 
be the city’s rezoning of the site to allow 
their desired architectural design.

“A lot of recent developments have little 
to do with the neighborhood It is going to be 
nice to see something community-based,” Elise 
Joyner, a counselor for the Club and a Harlem 
native, said of local construction projects.

SEE DEvELOpmENt page 2

Candidate  
emphasizes  

grassroots support

thompson 
campaigns 
in Harlem

“Lately I’ve been 
‘speed-dating’ the deans.”

EvENtS

Latinos in a&E

Tuesday will be the last 
day to drop a class for 
students in Barnard, 
Columbia College, General 
Studies, SIPA, GSAS, and 
Continuing Education. So 
come to a decision, slackers, 
before it’s too late.

Deciding to drop?

QuOtE OF thE Day

A panel on “The Value of 
Latino Perspectives” will 
discuss how to pursue a 
career in arts and 
entertainment. Appetizers 
and drinks will be served.

Alfred Lerner Hall, 
Room 569, 8-10 p.m.

—University Provost 
Claude Steele, on 

learning the ropes.

File photo
maN OF StEELE  |  Claude Steele, who assumed the role of University provost this fall, has spent his first few months on the job adjusting 
to Columbia’s decentralized administrative system. He came to campus from Stanford, where he was a psychology professor.

Joey Shemuel / Senior Staff Photographer

EQuaLIty NOW  |  Protesters from around the country, including Columbia, gathered in Washington, DC to speak out for gay rights. Unfurl-
ing an enormous rainbow flag, they walked down Pennsylvania Avenue to the Capitol Building as part of Sunday’s National Equality 
March. Tens of thousands turned out to demand full legal equality on the 30th anniversary of the first such march, led by Harvey Milk 
in 1979. The demonstration wound through downtown DC and the National Mall before culminating in a five-hour rally at the Capitol 
Building that featured iconic figures such as long-time activist Cleeve Jones, NAACP President Julian Bond, and pop star Lady Gaga.

By hOLLy maCDONaLD
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

“I suck as a head coach. You can write 
that. That’s what’s going on.”

Columbia’s 24-21 loss on Saturday 
night to Lafayette prompted head coach 
Norries Wilson to make that declaration 
in the post-game press conference.

The Lions (2-2, 1-0 Ivy) started the game 
out strong, putting Lafayette on their heels 
with scores in their first three possessions.

“We always expect our defense to shut 
people down,” Lafayette head coach Frank 
Tavani said. “Well, that just doesn’t always 
happen every week. People expect [that] 
and then go, ‘Oh, what’s wrong with the 

defense?’ Well I’ll tell you what’s wrong with 
the defense: this offense. They’re real good.”

The first touchdown came on a Hou-
dini-like moment for senior quarterback 
Millicent Olawale, as he managed to stay 
upright while being swarmed by several 
Leopard defenders and got the ball out to 
tailback Ray Rangel, who dashed 18 yards 
and put Columbia in Lafayette’s territory.

Olawale ran into the end zone almost un-
touched two plays later on a from 27 yards 
out to put the Lions up 7-0. Olawale would 
finish the day 11-for-17 for 153 yards and a 
touchdown with 72 yards rushing.

Lafayette senior tailback Maurice White 
answered for the Leopards on a two-yard 
run after a pass interference call on senior 

cornerback Calvin Otis put the Leopards at 
first and goal. An eerily similar play came 
later with the game on the line.

It only took 68 seconds for the Light 
Blue to fight back. Senior Austin Know-
lin returned the kickoff 57 yards—his 
longest of the season—to put the Lions 
at first and ten at the Lafayette 20-yard 
line. A 21-yard pass to Knowlin put the 
Lions ahead again, 14-7.

Late Lafayette touchdown dooms football

SEE FOOtBaLL, page  9
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• Tenure: 1989-1994
• Background: Cole earned his 
sociology Ph.D. in Morningside 
Heights, and served as director 
of the Center for the Social 
Sciences before ascending the 
administrative ladder. His re-
search has focused on sociologi-
cal issues in the sciences.
• While he Was here: During 
his marathon tenure, Cole was widely acknowledged 
for guiding Columbia through a rebirth. Cole stepped 
down shortly after University President Lee Bollinger 
arrived on campus.
• Fun FacT: Cole played baseball for Columbia as an 
undergraduate.

JONathaN r. COLE, CC ‘64, ph.D. ‘69
• Tenure: 2003-2009
• Background: Many incom-
ing first-years know Brinkley 
as the American historian 
who wrote their Advanced 
Placement textbooks. 
• While he Was around: Columbia 
had the Minuteman event, 
M c B a m a ,  M a h m o u d 
Ahmadinejad’s visit, initial 
planning of Manhattanville, tricky tenure battles, strife 
in MEALAC, and the economic crisis during his tenure. 
Basically, he was busy.
• Fun FacT: He and history professor Eric Foner often bump 
into each other at the opera. He owns many hats. 

alan Brinkley
• Tenure: 2009-present
• Background: Fresh from the 
West Coast, Steele is a social 
psychologist who taught at 
Stanford. He is known for 
his research on stereotype 
threat.
• While he’s around: Steele 
has to deal with the fall-out 
of the economic crisis and 
oversee the execution of Columbia’s expansion into 
Manhattanville.
• Fun FacT: He starts his day by running with his 
dog, Theo.

CLauDE StEELE

SpOrtS

Vote
Counts
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Dwyer Center 
showcases  

local art, history
By MariO HarriS-rOSSer

Columbia Daily Spectator

A new arts center on 123rd Street has 
survived its first four months despite 
a destructive economy. For the local 
community, it persists as a symbol of 
Harlem’s history and transformation.

The Dwyer Cultural Center is a 
$3 million, 7,000-square foot facility 
located at St. Nicholas Avenue and 
123rd Street. It was unveiled in June 
when two nonprofits, International 
Communications Association and 
Community Works partnered up to rein-
vent an abandoned Harlem structure. 

The project got on its feet when 
Community Works, a group founded 
in 1990 by Barbara Horowitz to pro-
mote the arts, was approached by ICA, 
which was seeking a partner to develop 
programming content for this trans-
formed space to become the Dwyer 
Cultural Center.

“We were very fortunate this mar-
riage took place,” said Voza Rivers, co-
director of the Dwyer and vice president 
of the ICA.

The building that houses the cul-
tural center was constructed in the late 
19th century for use as a warehouse. 
Over the course of a hundred years, 
the structure gradually deteriorated, 
and the original exterior was eventually 
demolished. In the 1990s, the Harlem 
Urban Development Corporation made 
the International Communications 
Association the nonprofit custodian 
of the building. Just this year, they 
completed the renovation and opened 
up the space for exhibitions.

Dwyer is home to Community 
Works’ “Harlem is...” exhibition, which 
is a series of installations and programs 
exploring local culture, with displays 
at the center now proclaiming “Harlem 
is... jazz... hip-hop... blues... music.” 
The center has also housed live music 
and theater performances through its 
“Harlem Nights” program. According 
to directors, the Dwyer will provide a 
residency for one Harlem artist each 
year to create new work and hold recep-
tions to connect artists directly with 
the community.

“Dwyer wants to encourage and sup-
port a whole other generation of emerging 

artists in Harlem,” said Rebecca Carroll, 
the center’s deputy director. “But I 
have yet to hone in on the ‘the thing.’ 
I want to develop a program series that 
is like no other opening in the city or 
in Harlem,” she said.

Now, the facility’s main corridor 
is adorned with glossy signs along the 
walls that recount local history. Inside 
a connecting room, handmade quilts 
decorate the dimly lit space. According 
to organizers, this walkway is an artistic 
narrative of Harlem’s past.

Barbara Horowitz, now a Dwyer 
co-director, said this arts center is an 
opportunity to tell the story of Harlem’s 
diverse history and heritage, from the 
Renaissance of the ‘20s to the drug 
epidemics of the ‘70s and ‘80s to the 
rapid development of the early 21st 
century, up until the recent slowdown 
of activity due to the recession.

She hopes the Dwyer serves as an ar-
tistic outlet to relate this history directly 
to the neighborhood today.

“Philosophically, we’re saying that 

education needs to be connected to the 
community. Young people need to know 
history that is not known,” Horowtiz 
said, adding, “We need to continue the 
documentation of the community.”

Four months after its birth, organizers 
say that they are struggling to weather the 
storm. Rivers said that Harlem has always 
known tough financial times, so they are 
prepared to face the challenges ahead and 
learn “to do more with less.”

Carroll added her optimism, saying, 
“What I can say in moving forward is that 
times are tough. But tough times breed 
creativity and innovation.”

In the long-term, Horowitz said she 
hopes to transform the Dwyer’s content and 
the way it is presented. Such plans include 
producing books and making information 
available on digital interfaces. 

This would distinguish the center in the 
future, she said, as “The ability to recon-
figure information and make it available 
using 21st century technology will put us 
in a very viable position.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Michael D’Egidio / Staff photographer
QuilteD HiStOry  |  The Dwyer Cultural Center at 123rd Street and St. Nicholas Avenue in Harlem has established itself as a haven for local artists. Exhibits like 
this display of handwoven quilts offer an homage to local history, passing along artistic narratives to today’s residents.

William Jacobs for Spectator
Setting uP CaMP  |  William Thompson, the New York City Comptroller and Democratic 
candidate for mayor, greets supporters at the opening of his campaign headquarters in Harlem.

Thompson rallies W. Harlem supporters

Thompson’s recent surge in the polls 
to his connection with all residents of 
the city. “I think that Mr. Thompson’s 
view of the city is vastly different from 
Mr. Bloomberg’s,” Smith said. “I think 
that his desire to reach out to all the 
people in the city and in the commu-
nity that need basic services is much 
more sensitive than Mr. Bloomberg’s 
ever was, or ever could be.”

Noting Bloomberg’s recent esca-
lation of advertisements attacking 
Thompson, Smith criticized the 
mayor as disingenuous.

“Mike Bloomberg doesn’t get it. He 
can’t get it. He is not grounded in the 
reality of poor working people—he’s 
grounded in the reality of numbers 
and business, and every time you look 

around, he’s trying to present numbers 
instead of people to talk about his 
accomplishments,” Smith said. “He 
can’t come out and say, ’This group of 
people will stand up and say that I’ve 
accomplished X, Y, and Z.’”

Criticism of Bloomberg contin-
ued, with the crowd shouting, “Eight 
is enough”—referring to Bloomberg’s 
extension of term limits.

Charles Ray, TC ’03, attacked 
Bloomberg for what he called failures 
in education. “Just because you put a 
lot of money into schools, it doesn’t 
always necessarily create great out-
comes,” Ray said. “When Bloomberg 
got the Department of Education 
[governance] through the state, much 
of the representation that went into the 
governance with respect to community 
school districts was phased out, and so 

the ability to have communities sup-
porting their own respective schools 
and neighborhoods was lost.”

Sylvia Tyler, president of 
the West Harlem Independent 
Democrats, echoed Ray’s frustra-
tion, saying Bloomberg has “sti-
f led education, and he’s stif led the 
people working under the public 
school system, and he is attacking 
them with charter schools.”

But Tyler admitted there re-
mained hurdles to cross before 
Thompson can secure the job.

Shortly before the volunteers hit 
the streets to talk to local residents and 
merchants, Tyler said, “Bloomberg can 
spend $500 million if he feels like it. It’s 
not going to win him the race, but he’s 
already spent, like, $70 million.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

CaMPaign from front page

Harlem Boys & Girls Club eyes new site

While affordable housing is a fixed 
component of the plan, the public school 
development is not yet finalized, Shorter 
said. Columbia Teachers College is cur-
rently in conversations with the organiza-
tion about a partnership.

Emily Zemke, associate director for school 
partnerships at TC, said that this relation-
ship—though in a very early stage—could 
be a great opportunity for the University 
to work with the neighborhood. “TC and 
HBGC share common commitments to and 
interests in creating educational opportunity 
for underserved youth in the area,” Zemke 
wrote in an e-mail.

According to Zemke, the current proposal 
is that Teachers College would design the 
school’s program and “work in collabora-
tion with the school’s staff on best teaching 
practices, application of research about learn-
ing, curriculum development, and provide 
student enrichment opportunities.”

For the Harlem Community Development 
Corporation, which provided the final loan, 
the whole project is a necessary step in the 
right direction for the neighborhood.

Wayne Benjamin, the HCDC Director 
of Residential Development for the 

Harlem, said that the board’s approval 
of the 18-month $100,000 loan for the 
Club—to help cover architectural, legal, 
and construction fees—represented a 
productive move for the neighborhood. 
“To us, that’s a prime example of what 
is meant by community and economic 
development,” he said.

He added that the site is one of the few 
remaining spaces for a large neighborhood 
development, since so much of Harlem has 
been revitalized in recent years.

New York State Assemblyman Herman 
Farrell, who represents parts of West 
Harlem, said that while he has supported 
the organization for many years, he is 
frustrated that the project has been stalled 
for so long. “That program has been go-
ing for the last 20 years,” Farrell said. “In 
other words, the building of the building 
has been a 20 year program, 20 years of 
non-occurrence, non-happening.”

Still, a spokesperson for New York City 
Council member Robert Jackson, who rep-
resents the area, expressed optimism and 
support of the recent steps forward.

“This project must happen. We must move 
forward. We need the affordable housing and 
we also need the services and opportunities 
that the new Boys & Girls Club is going to 

bring to the community,” Susan Russell, chief 
of staff for Jackson, said, adding that the office 
has been interested in reviving this space since 
Jackson was first elected in 2001.

But for many locals, the news does 
little to erase feelings of hopelessness 
about the persisting vacancy.

Eliza Lee, whose sister attended fifth 
grade at P.S. 186 just before the school 
closed, said she was tired of waiting. “They 
had this for years and didn’t do anything,” 
Lee said. “This is just talk.”

For Manuel Mendoza, manager of the 
Meat Market Deli next door to the aban-
doned building, redevelopment could mean 
better business in a recharged neighborhood. 
“Nobody likes it. There are lots of mice 
there, people trespass,” he said.

Others expressed huge relief. Linda 
McGill, who has been a member of the 
Convent Avenue Baptist Church since 
1979, said she has donated a lot of money 
toward the cause over the years. “I spent so 
much,” she said, adding that development 
“will bring the neighborhood up.”

Farrell said he was anxious to see the 
project completed: “I’d like to see that ugly 
building go away and a new shiny building be 
in its place, but it ain’t done ’til it’s done.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

DevelOPMent from front page

Steele discusses money, 
Manhattanville

become acquainted with Columbia 
in part through meetings with each 
school’s dean.

“Lately I’ve been ‘speed-dating’ the 
deans,” Steele said. “So that’s fun. They 
are a delightful group people, and I don’t 
say that easily. Meeting them and learning 
about the schools, and their ambitions 
for the schools—it’s been exciting.” 

As for the people on campus in general, 
Steele said, “I find people at Columbia 
very direct, and I really like that.”  

Additionally, Steele has familiarized 
himself with the University’s finances, 
which are under particular scrutiny in 
light of the recent financial crisis. 

“The thing that excites me the most 
is, in these times, figuring out ways to 
sustain and enhance the quality of the 
University, particularly the academic 
quality, and usually that translates into 
strengthening the faculty and strength-
ening the students,” he said. 

Steele also mentioned that he found 
Columbia’s budgetary processes to be 
particularly interesting. “Budgets really 
tell you the story of an institution and how 
things work,“ he said. And, in light of the 
current economic climate, Steele is sure 
that the school is in a good position. 

“Columbia has a positive story com-
pared to many of its peers at this point,” 
he said. “Other schools have the dual 
problem of having lost bigger percentages 

of their endowments and having been 
more dependent on their endowments 
for operating costs.” 

Among the projects that Steele will be-
come involved with in the future, he cites 
the Manhattanville campus expansion as 
one that he is most excited about. 

“The president has some initiatives 
that I find very attractive, and part of 
the reason that I was excited to take 
this job is [University President] Lee 
Bollinger’s commitment to expanding 
the University into Manhattanville. 
That’s a major challenge and an in-
teresting opportunity.” 

Steele also hopes to see the globalization 
of Columbia, with more of a focus on the 
University’s international presence. 

“Columbia University is in among 
one of the most international cities in 
the world, so it’s its birthright to be an 
international institution.”  

Another one of Steele’s goals is increas-
ing campus diversity, which he says is al-
ready very prevalent at the undergraduate 
level. Now, he says, the University has to 
figure out “how to bring that diversity to 
the graduate level and the faculty level. 
That’s another challenge.” 

For now, Steele is mostly learning 
the ropes. But he foresees some chal-
lenges in his future as provost. 

“I haven’t yet had to make difficult 
decisions. I can see some on the horizon, 
but I haven’t had to make them yet.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

PrOvOSt from front page

Michael D’Egidio / Staff photographer
art wOrking  |  Rebecca Carroll, deputy director of the Dwyer Cultural Center, 
poses in one of the main exhibition spaces along with Amissa Miller, a fellow 
employee. Carroll hopes to keep the center strong through tough economic times.



By AnnA CooperBerg
Columbia Daily Spectator

Sexy may have never before 
set foot in the Satow Room, but 
on Saturday, it made its f irst 
appearance. 

CU Couture, Columbia’s first 
and only fashion club, had its 
inaugural event, “Fashion Week 
Backstage Pass”  in Lerner Hall. 
The event, aptly titled “Fashion 
Week Backstage Pass,”was cospon-
sored by the Columbia University 
Photography Society and featured 
three noted stylists and one student 
stylist pulling together looks for six 
members of CU Couture’s executive 
board. After a short runway show, 
the stylists gave attendees a peek 
into their everyday lives. To top 
it off, a raff le put mark. makeup 
and six-month memberships to 
YogaWorks up for grabs.

Stylist Francisco Pablo, a gradu-
ate of Parsons the New School for 
Design, is a costume, textile, and 
graphic designer who designs cos-
tumes for the Joyce SoHo Dance 
Center. He styled editorial team 
co-director Jina Lim, CC ’13, in 
an opera-ready outfit of a silk plaid 

Panel bares all at ‘Naked Lunch’ conference 

By Allison MAleChA
Columbia Daily Spectator

When Jack Kerouac and Allen 
Ginsberg were studying at Columbia 
in the early 1940s, they didn’t learn 
much from its world-class faculty. 
Instead, they sought their educa-
tion from an older, wiser, narcotics 
junkie: William S. Burroughs.  

On Friday afternoon, in a nice 
twist of i rony, Burroughs and 
his t wo ex-Columbia mentees 
were celebrated at Columbia’s 
Faculty House.

The conference, “50 Years of 
Naked Lunch: From the Interzone 
to the Archive… and Back,” was a 
five-hour prelude to the exhibition 
opening of the same name. 

“Naked Lunch” is Burroughs’ 
most popular and contentious book, 
and the 50 years is in reference to 
its 1959 Paris publication. The first 
U.S. edition came out in 1962 after 
Barney Rosset, a conference panel-
ist and former Columbia student, 
won a censorship case that allowed 
him to publish “Naked Lunch” at 
Grove Press.  

Although its attendees were pro-
fessors and librarians, the conference 
had the atmosphere of a 50th birthday 
party—intimate anecdotes on the 
making of “Naked Lunch” were told 
with infectious revelry, and inside jokes 
about Burroughs were made, which 
only half the crowd understood but 

CU Couture turns Lerner Hall ramps into runways 
style

Books
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Andra Mihali / Staff photographer
CAMpus Couture  |  Columbia’s new fashion club, CU Couture, hosted a fashion show this weekend called “Fashion 
Week Backstage Pass” which featured the latest in campus style, from edgy weekend wear to casual classroom clothing. 

Allison Malecha for Spectator
Feel the BeAt  |  In addition to a rich intellectual history, Columbia also has a rich countercultural streak, with famous beatnik authors Jack Kerouac and Al-
len Ginsberg studying here. This past weekend Columbia professors explored the implications of this history at conference “50 Years of Naked Lunch.”

EvEnt Picks
The ediTors’ BesT BeTs For The Week AheAd

theAter
LateNite Anthology. Lerner Black Box, Alfred 
Lerner Hall. Thursday-Saturday, 11 p.m., free.
Known sometimes for its absurdity, other times 
for its hilarity, but always for its commitment 
to original student work, LateNite Theatre 
presents its Fall 2009 Anthology. LateNite of-
fers the opportunity for student playwrights 
to experiment and take artistic risks and have 
fun with theater. The experience culminates in 
this three-night stint on campus.

FooD & Drink
Chef Tours and Tastes Upper West Side. 
Columbia University Greenmarket (Broadway 
at 114th Street). Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
$45.
Join chef Mark Barrett and owner Henry Rine-
hart of Henry’s Restaurant (2745 Broadway at 
105th Street) for a guided tour through the 
Columbia Greenmarket to see how local farm 
flavors inspire urban cuisine. Though the $45 
ticket may be a burden on student budgets, 
all proceeds are going to Greenmarket’s Youth 
Education Project, which helps nearly 5,000 
local children learn about local farming and 
the importance of healthy eating.

Art
Work in Progress: Artists and Art Histo-
rians Present. Judith Lee Stronach Center, 
Schermerhorn Hall. Friday, 4 p.m., free.
Interested in finding out what your favorite 
art history and visual arts professors are up 
to? This Friday, you will get an opportunity 
to see the discussions behind the paintings 
at a roundtable discussion featuring John 
Miller, Branden Joseph, Alex Alberro, and 
Jutta Koether.

MusiC
Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of 
an American Original. Dwyer Cultural Cen-
ter. 258 St. Nicholas Avenue (between 123rd 
and 124th Street). Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., free.
Robin D. G. Kelley’s new biography of jazz leg-
end Thelonious Monk paints the pianist and 
composer in a whole new light. Known for 
being an eccentric, wearing crazy hats, and 
dancing on stage, Monk was also, according 
to Kelley, a committed father, a loving hus-
band, and a man who rose from nothing. Kel-
ley will discuss Monk’s life and music, with 
help from pianist/composer Randy Weston in 
an event that is sure to expose new aspects 
of Monk’s life of which not even his dedicat-
ed fans are aware.

Books
Dangerous Citizens: The Greek Left and 
the Terror of the State. Book Culture (536 W 
112th Street, between Broadway and Amster-
dam). Tuesday, 7 p.m., free.
“Dangerous Citizens” is Neni Panourgiá’s lat-
est book. By interweaving history, ethnogra-
phy and memoir, it exposes the state violence 
in Greece that lasted almost a century, but is 
almost unknown to the public. Panourgiá, an 
associate professor of anthropology at Colum-
bia (and instructor of the popular Urban Gue-
rillas class), is also the author of “Fragments 
of Death, Fables of Identity: An Athenian An-
thropography,” winner of the Grand Jury Prize 
of the International Society of Ethnohistory 
and co-winner of the Chicago Folklore Prize.

WilDCArD
Enhancing Your Relationship: A Workshop 
For Couples. Lerner Hall, 8th Floor, Conference 
Room. Monday, 5:15-6:45 p.m., free. 
Yes, it’s fun to get all relationship advice 
straight from the lips of Carrie Bradshaw. 
But, when the situation calls for less pop 
psychology, and more real psychology, this 
workshop may be just thing. Workshop ob-
jectives include “how to nurture the positives 
in a relationship.” 

Columbia music-lovers say ‘Thank God it’s Thursday’
One of the many 

blessings of go-
ing to Columbia 

is the university’s aver-
sion to Friday classes, 
which naturally means 
that Thursday nights 
lend themselves to par-
ties, outings, and, of 
course, concerts. For 
those students under 21, 
this extra weekend night 
truly is a blessing.

Some of the most 
popular venues in the 

city offer some really great Thursday night 
shows that are either 18+ or all ages. Because 
most of the drinking world will be off to work 
the next morning, the venues need to drop the 
age restriction to pull in more customers and 
fill up the concert space.

Not only does this mean that venues usu-
ally only open to the alcohol-friendly ages are 
accessible, but the Thursday night slot means 
less people, more intimate shows, very little 
chance of a good show selling out, and plenty 
of opportunity to get cheap tickets (see the last 
installment of this column).

Some venues in particular that offer great 
Thursday night music consistently are the Mu-
sic Hall of Williamsburg, Terminal 5, and BAM 

Café. Music Hall and Terminal 5 are pretty big 
venues that attract some great up-and-coming 
bands like Dirty Projectors, the Gaslight An-
them, and Mumford & Sons (all upcoming 
Thursday shows), and a lot of the weekend 
shows sell out fast. Thursday nights, they at-
tract a pretty solid college crowd, and the 
smaller sized audiences always give the bands 
a killer energy.

BAM Café is definitely a smaller venue, but 
not one to miss. While the venue is always 18+, 
Thursday night shows are known for their wild 
energy and diverse bands. Boasting mostly ex-
perimental music, the venue finds itself in a 
mashup of genres. Besides music, there are ex-
hibitions, films, and even artist talks happening 
all the time.

The next two weeks have some great 18+ 
shows happening all over the city on those 
thrilling Thursday nights. This Thursday, Oct. 
15, Dead Man’s Bones is playing at (le) pois-
son rouge for only $18. Dead Man’s Bones is 
headed by Ryan Gosling of “The Notebook” 
and boasts a powerful indie keyboard sound.

Minus the Bear is playing the same night at the 
Gramercy Theater. The band itself, playing what I 
would classify as nerd-rock meets emo-synth, re-
ally rocks, but this is one of those 16+ shows. Sure, 
there’s a great band, but do you really want to 
spend all night hanging around awkward couples 
embracing in the passion of pubescent angst? 

The weekend after, Thursday the 22nd, the 
CMJ Music Marathon & Film Festival will have 
built steam by that point and will be putting on 
some incredible shows downtown. Miles Ben-
jamin Anthony Robinson will perform to an 
all ages crowd, mixing more genres than he has 
names. While he has been known break into 
extended guitar riffs, the kid mixes in blues, 
synth, and even folk. Eccentric to say the least, 
but this youngster really knows how to put on 
a show.

Longing for that classic rock sound but 
not willing to pay $400 to see Mick Jagger 
limping around the stage in too-tight leath-
er pants? Earl Greyhound, whose lyrics are 
just as clever as their name, are playing The 
Filmore on the same night, reawakening that 
classic rock attitude that makes you feel all 
warm and fuzzy inside, reminiscing of days 
before you were born when music was so-
called real. Right.

So as much as you’ll complain about class 
schedules for your four years at CU, be grate-
ful for that extra night off and all the musical 
opportunities it brings, unless you take a lab 
or language class—in which case, Fridays are 
fun too.

Zach Dyer is a Columbia College junior major-
ing in biochemistry and creative writing. 

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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by sarah brafman

Sometimes, an individual chooses to see 
what he or she wants to see at the sad expense 
of taking into consideration the larger, more 
holistic picture of what is.  Rajat Roy’s column 
“Spreading the culture around,” (Oct. 1, 2009) 
faulted cultural groups for not “reaching out” to 
the larger community. What Roy pointedly fails 
to notice, however, is not only that the groups 
he chides make sincere efforts to collaborate and 
engage with one another and include the whole 
community in doing so, but also that it is partly 
the responsibility of each student to negotiate 
and seek out the many cultural opportunities 
that take place each day across campus.

As a devoted member of Hillel, one of the 
groups targeted for its cultural insularity, I take 
specific offense at Roy’s claims, particularly 
regarding our interaction with the Muslim 
Students Association. Not only does Hillel 
collaborate with the MSA regularly, most re-
cently at the MSA’s Fast-a-thon, but there is 
a specific Interfaith/Intercultural coordinator 
on the executive board of Hillel whose role is 
to foster genuine collaboration between Hillel 
and a vast array of cultural groups across cam-
pus. From joint bible studies to MSA/Hillel 
ladies’ dinners to thoughtful discussion about 
the meaning of the swastika with the Hindu 
Students Organization, there is ample pro-
gramming that reaches across cultural lines, 
perhaps not in a flashy way, but certainly in a 
meaningful and honest fashion. Therefore, for 
Roy to say that Hillel “might benefit from a 

mixer with the Muslim Students Association” 
is to cheapen and ignore the many genuine 
and thoughtful programs that have and will 
continue to take place.  

In terms of exclusively Hillel, or Jewish-
based, programming, no event is restricted 
to just Jewish students.  And while it is 
certainly the responsibility of the group to 
spread event information as far and wide as 
possible, it is also partly the student’s respon-
sibility to wade through the sea of events that 
happen on campus every day. Sign up for 
all the listservs. Check the Lerner calendar 
daily. Check the sidebar of Bwog. Most of 
the time, the events are there—it is simply 
a matter of seeing. Making the effort to step 
outside of one’s own experience and base of 
knowledge is an integral part of the colle-
giate experience. That said, while I think 
it important to stress accountability 
on the part of students, I also want 
to recognize that it indeed takes a 
certain amount of courage to attend 
an event where you may 
not know anyone or 
might know little 
about the culture of 
the group running 
the event.  

Another portion 
of Roy’s claim, that 
the purpose of culture 
groups “should really 
be about exposing 
one’s culture to every-
one else” is also a sin-
cere oversimplification 
of the nature and pur-
pose of cultural groups 
at Columbia. While it 
is certainly true that groups 

must and should reach out to the whole commu-
nity, a integral purpose of such groups is also to 
encourage exploration of one’s own identity. Roy’s 
insider/outsider framework unfairly amalgamates 
the members of a cultural group into a homoge-
neous population. A religious, cultural, or ethnic 
group is not simply a uniform entity, but an or-
ganization comprised of many unique individuals 
with different backgrounds and wildly different 
interests and views. Many members of Hillel, for 
example, are just as different from one another as 
they are with those outside the cultural group. For 
many students, therefore, groups such as Hillel al-
low students to explore what their Jewish identity 
means to them and create deepening ties with their 
culture, religion, and/or heritage.

Still, if as Roy argues, cultural engagement 
seems absent on campus or is not being conveyed 
enough, we must work to put any of those feelings 
to rest. As far as Hillel is particularly concerned, 
I think it crucial to stress that Hillel is designed 
to be a home for all students. That curious, loom-
ing building across from Schapiro is actually 

pretty cozy once you venture 
inside.  All are welcome! And 
on most days, there is much 
free food and plenty of quiet 
study space. Sometimes, it is 
simply a peaceful environ-
ment with some good food 
and earnest conversation 
that can foster the greatest 
amount of cultural curiosity 
and understanding. All it 
takes is a hearty appetite.   

Sarah Brafman is a 
Columbia College senior ma-
joring in history. She is the 
president of the Columbia/

Barnard Hillel. 

An astronomical 
problem

Last week, walking across 
South Lawn felt like en-
tering another galaxy. 

Students and faculty on their 
way to Butler found themselves 
face to face with a striking 
series of astronomical images. 
Ironically, excitement and sup-
port for this exhibit coincides 
with the construction of the 
Northwest Corner Building, 
whose height obstructs the view 
of the astronomy department’s 
telescope in Pupin Hall.

The administration should 
have worked more closely with 
the astronomy department be-
fore and throughout the con-
struction process to ensure 
that there would be another 
place for the telescope. Lack 
of foresight in construction 
projects seems to be a theme 
for the Universit y—poor 
planning also led to the less-
than-ideal circumstances of 
Barnard’s graduation ceremony 
this spring. However, the tele-
scope dilemma is a problem for 
which a creative solution can 
and should be reached.

The steps to be taken are 
twofold. The administration 
should find a solution to the 
problem the construction has 
created. The Pupin telescope 
works well because the building 
is convenient for undergraduate 

students and can be opened to 
the public with minimal security 
risk. Yet, according to astrono-
my professor Arlin Crotts, the 
new Northwest Corner Building 
would actually be an “ideal” 
location because of its proxim-
ity to Pupin and its height—the 
Northwest Corner Building will 
be the tallest building on cam-
pus once completed. While the 
building’s fume vents may pre-
vent it from housing a telescope 
now, it’s not too late to rethink 
how to incorporate one into 
the new building. Ultimately, 
Columbia must take more ini-
tiative in finding a solution. 
Administrators should seek to 
relocate the instrument to a 
site that allows the astronomy 
department to continue provid-
ing undergraduate students with 
same opportunity to explore 
the night sky.

The astronomy department, 
in turn, should provide under-
graduates with more oppor-
tunities to use the telescope. 
Currently, only three classes 
offered by the department in-
volve actual telescope observa-
tion. If the astronomers give 
undergraduates more access to 
the telescope, the University 
will have further reason to 
f ind a working location for 
the instrument.

staff Editorial

politics on stilts

I found out 
Roman Polanski 
had been ar-

rested via my 
friend’s Gchat 
status message. I 
recalled finding out 
Heath Ledger had 
died via Facebook. 
The narrative—or 
narratives—that 
were created in the 
immediate after-
math of Polanski’s 
arrest were like an 
alteration of the 

greatest-actor-ever story that sprung up as 
soon as Ledger was gone.

Ledger was a perfectly good actor, but 
I came to think that the constant awards-
show tributes and magazine articles about 
him had more to do with the self-aggran-
dizement of Hollywood figures and fans on 
the Internet, all wanting to have their own 
piece of the tragedy. Similarly, everyone I 
knew who perused the internet as much 
as I did had an opinion about Polanski 
incredibly soon after his arrest, while I was 
still trying to navigate the pile of media 
coverage, all of which followed a similar 
line—that Polanski (whose crime was often 
described in graphic terms) deserved what-
ever punishment might be thrown at him.

I grew frustrated as I read the raging 
Polanski coverage. I did not necessarily be-
lieve that he ought to be able to flee forever 
from the heinous charges he’d admitted 
to, but I also didn’t believe that he ought 
to be cast out of reasonable people’s esteem 
in the sort of quick-blooming media circus 
that’s become so common. A court case as 
complex as Polanski’s—with the victim ask-
ing for a cessation to the trial, and alleged 

judicial misconduct—deserves something 
more than a hastily created story. After all, 
I didn’t recall coverage of Polanski taking 
such a vituperative tack when he won the 
Oscar and Palme d’Or for The Pianist: He 
was still a fugitive then. But it was the first 
half of the decade then, and celebrity media 
hadn’t yet grown tinged with populist rage.

Amid the creation of a narrative every 
bit as compelling as a speech about Heath 
Ledger at the Golden Globes, I felt unable 
to think. I tried to remove myself from 
the news cycle, but the office I work in 
subscribes to the New York Post, and, you 
know, the Internet exists. I was adrift. I 
tried to agree with both the narrative and 
the counter-narrative of the justice system’s 
wronging the director, because everything 
I heard made sense. Polanski was wrong to 
run from justice. But he’d had an astound-
ingly hard life before the case. The directors 
who signed the pro-Polanski petition were 
supporting a colleague and friend. But the 
petition was ludicrously worded at points. 
The problem was that the actual story 
didn’t fit a narrative—or that narratives 
were being applied all around me.

A friend who was strongly in favor of 
Polanski’s extradition overheard my com-
plaints that the director was being demon-
ized. I tried to explain days later that I 
wasn’t, obviously, in favor of the director’s 
flight from justice, and that I wasn’t an 
antifeminist. It wouldn’t be unfair to think 
that my sympathy for Polanski signified 
support for all his actions. I found my-
self stuttering as I explained that Polanski 
“didn’t kill anyone.” Who was I kidding? 
I couldn’t even speak with conviction. 
Forming an amorphous opinion in oppo-
sition to an established, dogmatic nar-
rative of the moment is no better than 
simply accepting the narrative, and far less 

convenient—rejecting the popular narrative 
only got me entangled in another. Writing 
my own intellectual narrative regarding 
Polanski has become so cumbersome as 
to be impossible. I’ve started staying away 
from the Post at work, now that they’ve 
moved on to David Letterman. The last 
thing I need is another narrative to learn.

A digression: After my last column, I 
was lucky enough to attend a tea with Dean 
Michele Moody-Adams. Neither the qual-
ity of the petit-fours nor of the conversation 
can really be overstated. As I nibbled key lime 
tartlets and observed, schoolmates engaged the 
Columbia College dean in conversation about 
the Core, and her head tilts and tongue clucks 
during silent moments seemed unfamiliar to 
me. I remembered that was what intense listen-
ing looked like. It had become unfamiliar.

My companion at the event began speak-
ing about what we both view as the problem 
of Art Hum, one that I cut in to describe 
ineptly: “You’re going from the cave paint-
ings of Lascaux to Warhol with no nar-
rative.” When I was a sophomore in Art 
Hum, I would have been greatly comforted 
by a framework on which the disparate 
masterpieces might have been hung. Dean 
Moody-Adams nodded sympathetically. 
Another student there, currently enrolled in 
Art Hum, disagreed with me, saying that 
the class was stronger without a narrative, 
that you could appreciate each work of art 
on its own merits better without a cumber-
some framing device. I didn’t know then if I 
should respond, or what I would say if I did.

Daniel D’Addario is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in American studies and Eng-

lish. He is the managing editor of the Columbia 
Political Review. The Unbearable LOLness of 

Being runs alternate Mondays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

Forget it, Dan, it’s Chinatown

Seeing the  
cultural light
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Sons and daughters of 
knickerbockers

For many of us, sports are just a form of entertainment, something we passively take in as spectators. But for 
others, it is a way of life. Among those are Columbia’s athletes, who lead a second life in the gym and on the 
field, one with which many of us are unfamiliar. Today, Spectator hears from four Columbians about their 
dual roles as students and athletes.

by Sarah engle

It’s 6:55 a.m. on a Tuesday. Across 
campus, athletes have rolled out of bed, 
half-awake, and are heading to their 
second home, Dodge Fitness Center. 
Perhaps the night before, they were up 
until 3 a.m. studying for a midterm or 
writing a paper, but the thought of skip-
ping practice never seriously crossed their 
minds. They have an obligation—they 
have, in the words of this year’s varsity 
motto, been committed.

When my friends complain about their 9 
a.m. classes, I try not to let my competitive 
nature show in the battle of who has it worst 
(a battle I prefer not to win, even if it is still 
a victory). By the time they get to class at 
9:10, they have been awake for 30 minutes 
to an hour (ten minutes if they are talented). 
When many of my fellow athletes and I go 
to our 9 a.m. classes, we have already been 
awake for two and a half hours.

Now it’s Friday night, and you—like 

all of our friends—are going out to what is 
supposed to be the best party of the year. 
But while we would love to go out and dance 
and drink and have fun like the rest of the 
student body, the thought of running hills 
the next morning at 9 a.m. won’t quite let 
us forget how much worse those hills will 
feel hungover and tired (something many 
athletes know from experience).

It is now Sunday night, and the first 
Contemporary Civilization paper of 
the year is due tomorrow. You pull an 
all-nighter with the knowledge that af-
ter class you can take a two-hour nap. 
While you are thinking of your nap, the 
athlete one room over, writing the same 
paper, is thinking about the two-hour 
practice running stairs that they will be 
doing the next day on no sleep.

It’s Wednesday now. You are tired 
from three days of classes, and you need a 
big meal at John Jay with a cheeseburger 
and French fries, topped off with about 
five of those chewy (when you’re lucky) 
brownies with ice cream and whipped 
cream to get you through the day. The 
athlete next to you has a salad, a por-
tion of the most decent meat they could 

find, and a bowl of fruit. They look at 
your meal and would love nothing more 
than to have one bite of a brownie, but, 
while the results aren’t always readily 
obvious, they know that their meal will 
help them be a better athlete.

Now it’s the start of the semester, 
and you look at your schedule and 
smile because you arranged all of your 
classes to be in the morning or only 
in the evening or so you do not have 
classes on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Many athletes look at their schedules 
and attempt not to frown. We start class 
at 9:10 so we can get a few classes in 
before practice, but our schedules are 
not full, so we fill in some more classes 
after our afternoon practice. Soon we 
realize we start our day at 9:10 a.m. and 
finish at 8:00 p.m., with small breaks 
throughout in which we try to fit in a 
meal or an hour of work.

Don’t misunderstand these accounts. 
Athletes do not always have early practice 
before their 9 a.m. classes. On Friday 
nights, we sometimes get out and have 
fun, even with practice the next morn-
ing. We nap whenever we can, sometimes 

if only during our five-minute break in 
the middle of CC. We let loose and eat 
crappy food and five desserts, if only once 
every week or two. We have the first pick 
of classes, and sometimes this makes it 
possible to have decent schedules.

The purpose of this article isn’t for 
you to look at that athlete sitting next 
to you in class, wearing sweats because 
they have just come from practice or are 
going to practice, and take pity on them. 
Nor is this an attempt to break the jock 
stereotype. This article was written with 
the purpose of helping you understand 
the student athlete population and give 
you insight into the lives of committed 
athletes who consider their athletics in 
all facets of their lives. “I came here for 
the academics,” I have been told, as if 
I did not. Athletics isn’t a way to get 
out of homework or a reason to slack 
off or a reason to miss class. Athletics 
is an enrichment of free time. It is a 
commitment to something more than 
just being at Columbia—it is being a 
part of Columbia.  

The author is a Columbia College sophomore.

A way of life

by lauren Dwyer

When we host recruits—high school 
basketball players we want to come to 
Columbia and play for us—we tell them why 
we came here, championing all the benefits 
that come with attending Columbia. My 
generic spew: It’s the best of everything—
Division I athletics, an Ivy League educa-
tion, the best city in the world with the feel 
of a tight-knit campus community, plus 
innumerable resources and opportunities 
at your fingertips. This paints quite a rosy 
picture of life here—we usually mince the 
details about the challenges that come with 
this perfect-on-paper experience.

Pressure is everywhere at Columbia—no 
one escapes it. Imagine also feeling the 
need to prove yourself to everyone around 
you at every turn. It can get exhausting, 
but we’re athletes—we don’t like to reveal 
any weakness.

I see two worlds that we student-athletes 
mainly occupy: Columbia University and 

Division I athletics. In both worlds, we are 
anomalies. In both worlds, “smart athlete” 
is almost considered an oxymoron.

But that’s what we are—it’s what we have 
to be. We are expected, just like every other 
student here, to perform in the classroom 
to the best of our ability. Further, we have 
to prove that our best academic efforts ri-
val those of our non-athlete peers, despite 
the fact that we take the same classes, get 
graded according to the same scale, and 
have the same requirements—minus physi-
cal education, that is. We get enough of 
that on a daily basis. Thus, in every class, 
we work for the elusive A+ and to dispel 
the stereotype of the “dumb jock.”

A notion floats around campus that 
athletes get accepted to Columbia because 
of our athletic capabilities, implying that 
we didn’t have to work as hard for this op-
portunity as the non-athletes. I’d propose 
a different way of considering the situation 
based on priorities, values, and merit. I 
wasn’t born worthy of D-I basketball player 
status. Nor was it a tradition passed down 
to me. My dad does like to swim, but even 
though I love him for it, it is sometimes 
painful to watch him rebound for me. 
Before every game, my mom tells me, “Have 
fun!”—which I appreciate and do my best 
to accomplish, but it’s far from a pep talk. 
In other words, I didn’t get to where I am 
today because of natural-born talent—I 
got here by working hard at something I 
love. I made basketball my priority during 

high school, just as some of my peers made 
music or community service or new busi-
ness ventures their priority. Every Columbia 
student has something extremely 
special about him or her, and I 
consider my specialty to be my 
love for basketball.

In the other 
world, Division 
I athletics, we 
have to prove 
our passion for 
athletics. It con-
fuses other D-I pro-
grams that we would 
give education such value. 
While basketball is my top 
priority, my education and future 
are always on my mind, too. Other 
programs see these as “distractions,” 
but Columbia sees them as necessi-
ties. Because of this, every time we 
step onto the court, run onto the 
field, get in the water, or whatever, 
we have to prove that we can 
excel simultaneously at both 
academics and athletics. We 
have to show that we deserve 
to compete with the other D-I 
programs in the country, while 
also taking full, challenging course 
loads. Here, we work to contradict 
the stereotype of the physically 
inferior scholar.

This is the duality of being a 

Columbia athlete. We come to the gym 
after pulling an all-nighter to finish a 
paper so we can give it our all in the 

early morning conditioning workout 
we have before classes start. We play 
a game against our rival and then 
sprint across campus to make it to 
our discussion section in time. 
We take the LSAT, MCAT, and 
GRE, and do interviews while 

sipping on recovery shakes and 
icing our injuries. We don’t 

do it for money, we don’t 
do it for fame—we don’t 
do it for anyone but our 

team and ourselves. We love our 
sport, we love our team, we love 
our school. We want others to 

have this rewarding experience 
as well, so we sell our recruits 

on these notions, trusting that 
they will bear the challenges 
with the same grace that our 
predecessors have shown for 
generations. We know the 
words to our school song so we 
can support the entire athletics 
community, singing raucously, 

“Roar, Lion, Roar!”

The author is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in American stud-

ies and English and comparative 
literature.

What it 
means to be 
a Columbia 

athlete

IlluSTraTIOn by Mary ye

by harry lang

Coming back from Times Square or 
Columbus Circle, I get off at 110th Street 
to grab a sandwich at Milano Market 
before returning to my dorm around 
10 p.m. to shower and eat 
dinner. This is my night-
time routine, Mondays 
through Saturdays. 
Usually, I’m lugging 
a hefty fencing bag 
over my shoulder 
and finding interest-
ing ways of navigating 
through the crowds 
without bumping into 
everyone.

People often ask why I have 
to take the subway to practice when most 
teams just walk to the gym. Fencing 
works a lot differently than most other 
sports at Columbia. We don’t really have 
team practices—it’s up to us to find a 
club and train. We try to coordinate one 
day a week where some of us get together 
at the gym and spar with each other, but 
it’s nothing like the mandatory regime 
of a typical varsity team. With that 
said, it takes a lot to stay with a train-
ing schedule when the only one keeping 
you to it is yourself. With no coach to 
yell at you for skipping, it doesn’t take 
much to start getting lazy.

We have some real superstars on the 
team—Kurt Getz just came back from 
World Championships with a seventh-
place medal, and Daria Schneider made 
it to the final 16. I’m definitely not at 
that level, but I notice that the differ-
ence between them and the others isn’t 
just how skilled they were upon entering 
Columbia—it’s how hard they train on 
a continual basis. Many fencers come to 
college as outstanding athletes but gain 
interest in other things and drop the ball 
with fencing. It takes a lot psychologically 

to ride the subway for voluntary practices 
at clubs downtown—ideally six days a 
week plus two lifting days—without any 
assuredness of how much a difference 
one single practice will make. It 
certainly doesn’t feel like the 
victorious training scenes 
from the “Rocky” movies. 
Sitting in Contemporary 
Civilization this year, a 
passage from the hand-
book of Epictetus really 
stood out to me: “You 
want to win an Olympic 
victory? I do too, by the 
gods, since that is a fine 
thing. But consider what 

leads up to it and 

what fol-
lows it. … You must 
be disciplined, keep a 
strict diet, stay away 
from cakes, train 
according to strict 
routine at a fixed time 
in heat and in cold, 
not drink cold water, nor 
drink wine when you feel 

like it … sometimes dislocate your hand, 
twist your ankle … and, after all that, 

lose. Think about that and 
then undertake training, 

if you want to.” While 
the Olympics aren’t 

really in the mix 
for me, the same 
training ethics 
apply. You can’t 
give in to the 
temptation of 
four free hours 
and skip prac-
tice—when 
you’re tired and 
sick, sometimes 

you need to miss 

practice, but sometimes you need to tell 
yourself that you must stop making ex-
cuses and go anyway. There is really no 
half-hearted way to do it right.

At times, you can see all the train-
ing pay off. One of the highlights of last 
year was when I came to a match just as 
a spectator to cheer on my teammates. 
At that time, I wasn’t even on the roster. 
Alex Rudnicki had injured his shoulder, 
and as I sat in the stands, he walked over 
after his first bout and slipped off his 
gear into a pile in front of me, saying, 
“You need to fence for me.” Too far from 
campus to get my own equipment in such 
a short time, I quickly put on the sliver 
jacket with “RUDNICKI” emblazoned 
on the back, along with his socks, saber, 
gloves, and everything else except for 
his shoes (I had to fence in my jogging 
sneakers). With the first text of Literature 
Humanities—Homer’s “Iliad”— fresh in 
my mind, and with every fencer in the 
building fearing Alex more than they 

feared me, I felt like Patroklos when he 
donned Achilles’ armor at Troy.

At this point the line-up was 
changed, and my captain from high 
school (now at Vassar) told his coach 
to put him in against me. He had 
dominated me all through high 
school, so the expected outcome 
was not favorable for me. When 
the time came, I put on Alex’s 
mask, and with the adrenaline 
rush of my first intercollegiate 
bout, I entered into “the zone” 
and every thought left my 
mind while I concentrated 
on just the two of us on the 
strip. I wasn’t even aware 
of what the score was, for I 
was completely focused on 

each touch. At this point, my 
Lit Hum analogy must come to an end, 
because in the “Iliad,” Patroklos is slain. 
After the bout finished, we shook hands, 
and I left the strip and began to take off 
Alex’s equipment. Completely oblivious 
as to who was the victor, I cautiously 
asked Alex who had won. I’ll never forget 
the feeling when he, confused at how I 
could possibly not know, informed me 
of my 5-1 victory.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore.

A Patroklos 
with a happy 

ending

by Sean leahy

What’s constant is that people 
know. Just about everyone I have 
talked to for more than an elevator 
ride knows that I am on the fencing 
team. I used fencing a lot during the 
freshman year ice-breaker games we 
played. People know.

What changes each time is the 
reaction I get. It can be a nod of 
passing interest, like I just told the 
other party that I can juggle nine 
knives at the same time. Sometimes 
the other person will be genuinely 
interested and hold up a good con-
versation for five or 10 minutes. 
Then there are those that give an 
unmistakable look upon learning 
that I am an athlete. It’s easy to spot 
when their face tightens and their 
eyes go hard. “Oh,” they say, but 
you know they think, “That’s how 
he got in.” Talking with someone 
who thinks you slid by admissions 
because of your athletic ability is 
more disappointing than offensive. 
You could spend 20 minutes telling 
them all the ways you balanced both 
academics and your sport in high 
school. You could tell them how 
parties were a concept, a theoretical 
event, in high school or how sleep 
was like a rare vacation more than a 
nightly process. You could tell them 
this, but you know they won’t be-
lieve you—they’ve already made up 
their minds. Fortunately, people who 
genuinely detest and judge athletes 
as being “unworthy” of admittance 
to Columbia are fairly rare.

What my sports amounts to is 
another weight on my shoulders to 
be balanced with academics, a social 
life, and the unexpected events that 
show up each week. Although I love 
fencing, it will not be my life’s work. 
I have interesting classes and have 
found the things that I want to study 
and eventually make a career of. I 
am a sophomore, and I know that 
I’ll fence with as much intensity as I 
can muster for three more years, and 
then I may never fence competitively 
again. It is a strange feeling to see 
the expiration date on something 
you’ve done for most of your life and 
yet continue to pursue—but that is 
what Columbia athletes do. Only a 
small minority will go on to athletic 
careers past their undergraduate 
studies, yet all of us push hard each 
week—if not for ourselves, then for 
our teammates, our coaches, our 
athletic department, our school, and 
maybe even those students who think 
we should not be here.

Another symptom of being an 
athlete at Columbia is an appreciation 
of and support for the other teams. 
Athletes from different teams meet 
each other at events organized by the 
Athletics Department, in classes, or 
just by striking up a conversation at 
Dodge. Friendships evolve, and soon 
enough swimmers show up to vol-
leyball games, fencers go to football 
games, and runners watch basketball. 
The biggest supporters of Columbia 
Athletics are the athletes themselves. 
If there were similar appreciation 
in the student body at large, maybe 
Wien Stadium at Baker Field would 
be filled to capacity more often.

Columbia athletes, by their na-
ture, are multitalented. This personal 
diversity expands to areas beyond 
academics and athletics. One of 
the members of the fencing team is 
an anthropology major and spends 
his free time and breaks diving into 
ancient caves in the New Mexico des-
ert. Others are writers, artists, class 
representatives, musicians, dancers, 
film-makers, debaters, yoga mas-
ters, and double-major students who 
happen to be good at a sport, too. 
Talk to a Columbia athlete without 
thinking of them as just the jocks 
in high school, and you may find 
yourself surprised.

My experience so far as an athlete 
here has been in no way a bad one. 
If any part of this article comes 
across as a complaint, then blame 
the author for lack of revision. Also, 
remember that these are my personal 
views and that other athletes may 
not only have a different perception, 
but may be completely opposed to 
mine. The best way to find out is to 
go out and meet an athlete. Take 
a peek at the fall sports schedules 
on the athletics Web site and go to 
the next game at Dodge or Baker. 
Remember, no one has ever won 
Ivy’s in Butler.

The author is a Columbia College 
sophomore.

Athletic 
diversitystudent has something extremely 

special about him or her, and I 
consider my specialty to be my 
love for basketball.

In the other 
world, Division 
I athletics, we 
have to prove 
our passion for 
athletics. It con-
fuses other D-I pro-
grams that we would 
give education such value. 
While basketball is my top 
priority, my education and future 
are always on my mind, too. Other 
programs see these as “distractions,” 
but Columbia sees them as necessi-
ties. Because of this, every time we 
step onto the court, run onto the 
field, get in the water, or whatever, 
we have to prove that we can 
excel simultaneously at both 
academics and athletics. We 
have to show that we deserve 
to compete with the other D-I 
programs in the country, while 
also taking full, challenging course 
loads. Here, we work to contradict 
the stereotype of the physically 
inferior scholar.

This is the duality of being a 

early morning conditioning workout 
we have before classes start. We play 
a game against our rival and then 
sprint across campus to make it to 
our discussion section in time. 
We take the LSAT, MCAT, and 
GRE, and do interviews while 

sipping on recovery shakes and 
icing our injuries. We don’t 

do it for money, we don’t 
do it for fame—we don’t 
do it for anyone but our 

team and ourselves. We love our 
sport, we love our team, we love 
our school. We want others to 

have this rewarding experience 
as well, so we sell our recruits 

on these notions, trusting that 
they will bear the challenges 
with the same grace that our 
predecessors have shown for 
generations. We know the 
words to our school song so we 
can support the entire athletics 
community, singing raucously, 

“Roar, Lion, Roar!”

The author is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in American stud

ies and English and comparative 
literature.

Illu

IlluSTraTIOn by leTI freaney
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PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

huDSON RIvER SAILING PARTIES 
Network, socialize or crew this Fall 
aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re a group 
of Columbia students who volunteer 
crew, with space for 25 per trip, and 
always need more revelers. Leaves 
from 79th St. No exp necessary. E-
mail to join our exclusive free day trips: 
gfh2104@columbia.edu

GET RID OF yOuR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to Cu. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

CONSuLTATION/INFORMATION 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

MuSCLE LOvER
Into workouts, love feeling healthy and 
getting my 30g of soy and whey in 3 
delicious flavors. Muscle lovers this 
whey. Facebook.com/nakedjuice

COMPuTER MENTOR (FOR MAC) 
needed for retired uWSer. Am upper 
intermediate. Need Photoshop, web-
site-building, etc, help. Once per 
week. Email general qualifications: 
mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com
RETIRED uWS’er developing novel 
online business. I will do all the mar-
keting, PR, product handling. Seeks 
student partner for all web-related as-
pects. mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com 

ENGLISh TuTOR
Experienced. Can meet at student cen-
ter or my apartment. Lessons designed 
to fit your needs. Skype available. Pete 
(917) 273-2812. 

LOW FEE PSyChOANALySIS
The Cu Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org
ExPERIENCED PSyChOThERAPIST 
w/extensive background treating stu-
dents. UWS office. Consultations not 
billed. Call (212) 875-1867. Website: 
adamjacobson.org. Adam Jacobson, 
LCSW, MSOD.

TAkE ADvANTAGE OF the Tax Credit! 
Renov 3 BR, ask only $348k, at 930 
St Nicholas Ave. Easy commute to Cu. 
New kitch, gorgeous hardwood floors, 
great space. high ceilings windowed 
kitch and bath. Elevator/laundry bldg. 
Great for investors. Maint only $673. 
Call Christine kazanecki - Prudential 
Douglas Elliman (646) 505-5679.
$1250 LARGE 1 BR APT. Spacious apt 
with lots of closet space and hard-
wood floors, high ceilings. Gas and 
heat included. Immediate occupancy. 
Must have good credit and refs re-
quired. Walk to subway and bus. (347) 
247-9073.
SuPERB 3 BR by Central Park. $3k. 
Dishwasher, washer/dryer in apt; Pri-
vate roof balcony and terrace. Great 
duplex. 967 Columbus Ave #9, Call 
Ben (646) 318-0815.
549 W 123 St. 2 BR with views of 
Morningside Gardens for $549k. has 
fitness center, parking, billiard room, 
work shops, NORC and 24 hour se-
curity. Call to see (212) 692-6102 or 
email: dokada@elliman.com

MANhATTAN APARTMENTS
Buying, selling or renting an apt? Work 
w/a top rated Cu alum (CC ’94 SIPA 
’99). www.joshnathanson.com (212) 
875-2970.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



everyone laughed at. Yet the celebrated book 
hardly seemed to have aged at all. During his 
keynote address, “From Dr. Mabuse to Doc 
Benway: The Myths and Manuscripts of Naked 
Lunch,” Oliver Harris, a Keele University pro-
fessor and the leading Burroughs scholar, said 
that “‘Naked Lunch’ is as beautiful, ferocious, 
ugly as it ever was.” 

How does one describe the content of the 
book? As conference coordinator Gerald Cloud, 
curator for literature at the Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library, said, “It’s not, as many 
people think, just drug thrills. Its layers of irony 
and understanding are deeply intelligent.” In 
essence, it is the autobiography of an addict 
on the run from the “junkie police” (he trav-
els from New York to Mexico to Tangier) but 
with undercurrents of political repression and 
gender issues. Its form, which mimics a non-
linear junkie state of mind, is largely indefin-
able, too. If this article was written similarly, 
the paragraphs would be in no certain order, 
the page would be pocked with ellipses, and, 
in Harris’ words, the content would “spill off 
the page in all directions.”  

This mystique only added to the “Naked 
Lunch” sensation, though. Everyone had a 
first encounter with the book to share. During 
the closing panel discussion moderated by 
Columbia professor Ann Douglas, Barry Miles, 
a friend, editor, and biographer of Burroughs, 
recalled, “I was living in this hippie commune 

apartment in London and one guy said, ‘This 
is such a hip pad, man, there’s always a fresh 
copy of “Naked Lunch” on the table.’ It had 
to be smuggled in at the time. The book com-
pletely knocked me out, the epitome of stoned 
humor and bohemian subversion.”  

Another panelist and personal friend of 
Burroughs, Bradford Morrow, remembered 
reading it in stints at IHOP: “It hits you at a 
gut level—the energy, the emotion in this or-
chestral narrative.” 

Cloud chimed in with similar words: “It was 
mind-blowing.” Few books can garner such 
visceral reactions as those that were expressed 
across the board.   

A large part of the afternoon was also dedi-
cated to tracing the path of Burroughs’ origi-
nal manuscripts. Drawing a parallel between 
the book and where it has been, Cloud said, “ 
‘Naked Lunch’ is a fragmented work. Its archival 
history is no less so.” 

The folios featured in the exhibition, which 
will be on display at Butler’s Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library until Jan. 31, are from 
Burroughs’ original “Interzone” manuscript. The 
manuscript had been sent to publisher Laurence 
Ferengetti for consideration and, upon being 
rejected, went on to Allen Ginsberg. Thought 
to be long lost, Miles rediscovered the manu-
script in 1994 in, of all places, Butler Library. 
It is thought to have sat there, untouched, for 
25 years. Which makes one wonder: What else 
is hidden in Columbia’s libraries, just waiting 
to be dusted off ?

PANEL from page 3
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fitted dress with front detailing and a sump-
tuously brocaded high-collared coat. Student 
hairstylist Shelly Xu, CC ’13, was outfitted in 
a silk teal sheath with an elaborately beaded 
mock turtle neckline. Pablo designed all items 
worn by the models.

Betsy Mullinix, an on-staff stylist at Seventeen 
Magazine with experience at W, Harper’s Bazaar, 
Cosmopolitan, and Chanel, styled president Alice 
Zhang, CC ’12, in a going-out outfit, which per-
fectly illustrated how to make a classic cocktail 
dress trendy. Mullinix paired a light turquoise 
sheath smattered with gold rosettes and a shrunken 
faux-fur vest with a mini patent-leather bag. She 
fashioned a fabulous nighttime club-hopping outfit 
for public relations director Lauren Zanedis, CC 
’11, choosing black jeans, metallic-heeled boots, and 
a silver sequined top layered under a blue oxford 
shirt and boyfriend jacket. Jumbles of bracelets and 
necklaces topped off the look.

Vanessa Baran, a stylist with experience at 
Esquire, Vanity Fair, and MTV.com who also 
designs floral arrangements, styled secretary Susan 
Thomas, CC ’12, in an interview-ready gray cash-
mere suit trimmed with black leather. For edito-
rial team co-director Noel Duan, CC ’13, Baran 
put together an everyday outfit of a pink trapeze 

jacket over a white tank top and skinny jeans, all 
from Noel’s closet. Black patent leather pumps 
with charcoal-sparkled heels and a vibrant scarf 
added a touch of sophisticated fun.

Finally, Vivian Luo, CC ’12, the external vice 
president and an aspiring stylist, dressed Sydney 
Shaefer, CC ’12, the internal vice president, in a 
black-tie ensemble with elements from Shaefer’s 
closet. Luo paired a dark gray velvet strapless 
dress with a dramatic fur-trimmed black wrap 
and added a unique origami necklace.

The event, the first of its kind, was a great 
way for fashionable faces on campus to meet, 
learn about styling, and get to know members 
of the club. CU Couture encompasses all areas 
of the fashion industry in four student-directed 
teams: public relations, marketing, design, and 
editorial. The club aims to bring a taste of style 
to Morningside Heights. 

“I was really shocked that there wasn’t a 
fashion club at Columbia—we are in New York 
City, after all,” Zhang, the president, said. “I 
still can’t believe that in a month, CU Couture 
has become a centralized community on campus 
for fashion lovers—student designers, bloggers, 
photographers, PR and marketing, editorial, 
models... The moment I decided to start CU 
Couture, I had a mission to unite the fashion 
force on campus.”

Courtesy of Columbia University Photography Society
StyLE uNivErSity  |  Columbians strutted their campus couture this weekend at “Backstage Fashion 
Pass” held in Alfred Lerner Hall, and hosted by campus’s new fashion club, CU Couture.

Fashion club turns Lerner ramps 
into runways at campus event

Panelists bear all at weekend 
‘Naked Lunch’ retrospective

COuturE from page 3



Knowlin picked up another recep-
tion in the team’s next drive, and with 
it the senior broke the school record 
for career receptions.

“That’s a great thing to achieve, but 
right now with the career we’ve had at 
Columbia we’re more about just want-
ing to win,” Knowlin said. “I’ll look 
back on this and love the fact that I 
accomplished that but right now I just 
want to win.”

Columbia went into the half with 
a 21-10 lead, and for the second time 
this season the Lions were shut out in 
the second half.

“The defense, I thought, were play-
ing their butts off,” Wilson said. “We 
got some turnovers on defense, which 
we thought we had to have ... but their 
defense outplayed our offense.”

The Leopards put up 229 yards in 
the second half with 42 offensive plays. 
The Lions offense only had two first 
downs in the entire second half, de-
spite the effort from the defense to get 
them the ball. After Lafayette scored 
on their opening possession on a one-
yard fade pass from quarterback Rob 
Curley to Mitchell Bennett to make it 
21-17, the defense again came up big 
with turnovers.

An interception by senior safety 
Andy Shalbrack in the end zone 
ended a 63-yard drive for the Leop-
ards. Olawale fumbled the ball back 
on the ensuing Columbia drive, but 
a missed field goal by Lafayette gave 
the Lions another chance to extend 
their lead.

Another interception, this time 
by Ross Morand, stalled yet another 
Leopard drive. But again, the Lions 
failed to convert, this time giving 
Lafayette the ball with just over six 
minutes left in the game.

“We felt we had a distinct advantage 
over a lot of their receivers, thought we 
could outplay them,” Shalbrack said. 
“We did that for a lot of the game, but 
one simple botched coverage or some-
thing like that can be the difference in 
the game and that’s what happened.”

Facing second-and-15 from the 
Columbia 16-yard line, Curley threw 
up the ball for Bennett at the three-
yard line. Morand was flagged for 
pass interference, giving the Leopards 
first-and-goal from the Columbia 
three-yard line.

White got the ball but only picked 
up a yard against the Lions defense. 
On second-and-goal, White just 
managed to get back to the line of 
scrimmage. But on third down, he 
punched it into the end zone, giv-
ing Lafayette the lead with only 13 

seconds left to go in the game.
“While we were down there, I 

just knew that we were going to get 

it in,” White said. “We just drove so 
far down the field, I’m like: ‘We can’t 
be stopped.’”
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By GreGOry Kremler
Columbia Daily Spectator

Friday saw dual victories for the men’s and 
women’s cross country teams at the Metropoli-
tan Championships in the Bronx. Both squads 
defended their titles in dominant fashion against 
13 opponents from the Tri-State Region.

Sophomore Andy Buchanan led the men, 
placing second individually in a breakthrough 
race. Freshmen Blake Cowan and Mark Feigen 
made their presences felt with strong perfor-
mances to take sixth and 10th place, respec-
tively. Senior Willi Ballenthin and sophomore 
Kyle Cooke came through together in 13th and 
14th to round out Columbia’s scoring five. A fi-
nal of 45 points yielded a comfortable lead over 
runner-up Rutgers (63) and third-place New 
York University (70).

The women cruised to an easy victory, plac-
ing their entire scoring five, plus an additional 
two, within the top 10 for 21 points. Junior 
Jackie Drouin made a dazzling return to com-
petition, earning the women’s individual crown, 
while fellow junior Hannah Kligman’s seventh-

place finish indicated considerable progress over 
the past year.

There was also an abundance of outstand-
ing performances among this year’s freshmen. 
Caroline McDonough, Erica Pearson, and 
Clare Buck took third, fourth and sixth, with 
one NYU runner in between, while Trish Reilly 
and Camille Murphy finished in positions eight 
and nine. Head coach Willy Wood was pleased, 
stating that the freshmen women “are quickly 
evolving from a class with great potential to a 
very good class.”

Both titles come as second victories in the 
Lions’ nascent season and bode well for the chal-
lenges they have yet to face. So far, everything 
is on track. “It is obvious that we are making 
significant gains in our fitness,” Wood said. 
The Lions will continue to train hard through 
October while enhancing their racing prowess 
for the Heptagonal Conference and Northeast 
Regional meets.

Next up, split groups head to Princeton, N.J. 
to face league rival Princeton and Terre Haute, 
Ind. to take on the nation’s best at the annual 
Pre-Nationals meet on Oct. 17.

Light Blue men, women 
take first in Bronx meet

By miChele Cleary
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia field hockey team defeated 
its second consecutive Patriot League oppo-
nent with a 1-0 victory over Holy Cross (3-11, 
1-1 Patriot) on Sunday. The victory evened the 
Light Blue’s record at 5-5 (1-2 Ivy).

It was all Lions on Sunday, as Columbia 
outshot Holy Cross, 17-2. In the first half 
alone, the Light Blue notched 11 shots to 
the Crusaders’ one. However, none of the Li-
ons’ first-half shots found the back of the net 
thanks to stellar goalkeeping by Holy Cross se-
nior Kelly Casey, who had five saves in the first 
half and four in the second.

Casey has made 96 saves so far this season, 
while allowing 47 goals, giving her a .671 save 
percentage on the season. She would have 
needed 97 to avoid a loss on Sunday.

For the first seven minutes of the second 
period, it seemed as if the Lions might end up 
playing their third overtime game of the season. 
But at 42:05, junior midfielder Julia Garrison 

netted an unassisted goal to give the Light Blue 
a 1-0 advantage. This was all the Lions needed, 
as the Crusaders had only one shot in the sec-
ond half, and it was not even on goal.

Garrison not only led the team in scoring, 
but she also had the most shots (six) and shots 
on goal (four). This is not really that surprising 
since Garrison has lead the Light Blue offense 
all season. She currently has a team-high 10 
points—four goals and two assists—and 35 
shots. Additionally, Columbia has won three 
of the four games where Garrison has scored.

Freshman goalkeeper Christie O’Hara had 
to make only one save in her second shutout 
of the season. She now has 56 saves on the sea-
son and 19 goals allowed, good for a .747 save 
percentage.

The Light Blue will have one more noncon-
ference tune-up against Hofstra on Wednesday 
before it returns to Ivy League play.

Field hockey dominates 
Holy Cross in 1-0 shutout

hOly CrOSS

COlUmBia

0
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Lions fall on last-minute touchdown

Lisa Lewis / Senior staff photographer
new reCOrD  |  Senior wide receiver Austin Knowlin shot to the top of Colum-
bia’s all-time receptions list with a career total of 180.

13-9, last year’s squad was outshot 
by an embarrassing margin of 15-4 
and was only able to capitalize on 
lucky breakaway shots. Lions goal-
keeper Alexander Aurrichio and 
Smith, who saw action on the field 
for the first time in his career, both 

recorded five saves in the victory. 
The defensive unit of Mike Maz-
zullo, Brendan O’Hearn, Quentin 
Grigsby and Will Young worked 
together to contain Penn’s dynamic 
offense.

The Lions begin a stretch of four 
away games next weekend on Satur-
day, Oct. 17 at Princeton with kick-
off set for 4 p.m.

video if you haven’t seen it).
But to return to the problem at hand, sports 

broadcasts these days are filled with unimagina-
tive announcers and former players with flashy 
names but no brains. ESPN is, in my mind, the 
number one violator on this front as the com-
pany seemingly hires every former player who’s 
itching for a job. I’m sorry, but Dusty Baker has 
never been articulate in his life and can’t pos-
sibly add much to Baseball Tonight.

In my opinion, the Olympics are the only 
sporting events that consistently have intelligent 
broadcasters who are capable of making poten-
tially boring sports interesting and exciting.

So what’s the moral of this story? The moral 

is that fans must rely on newspapers—such as 
this fine publication—to provide them with 
expert analysis. And while some newspapers 
these days are void of serious analysis, rest as-
sured that Spectator will definitely provide you 
with solid analysis for each and every game this 
school loses.

I don’t know how to fix this problem or 
even what the ideal situation would be, but 
maybe pressing that mute button and taking a 
trip back to the days of silent film isn’t such a 
bad idea. Just remember: “If a receiver catches 
the ball in the end zone, that’s gonna be a 
touchdown.”

Jacob Shapiro is a List College senior majoring in 
history and Talmud. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Sports broadcasting no longer 
providing intelligent analysis

FOOtBall from front page

ShaPirO from back page

Men’s soccer blanks Penn 1-0
men’S SOCCer from back page

2009
matchup

2008
matchup

COlUmBia 13 4

Penn 9 15

ShotS Attempted



By kunal gupta
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Lions’ tennis team wrapped up 
a successful showing at the Columbia 
Classic this weekend, winning the dou-
bles draw and putting a finalist in the 
“B” singles draw. The tournament was 
the final warm-up for the Wilson/ITA 
Regional Championships next week-
end, hosted by Dartmouth.

The doubles tandem of senior Jon 
Wong and sophomore Haig Schnei-
derman has been the Light Blue’s most 
successful duo thus far. The team won 
the Columbia Classic doubles draw, 
beating another Columbia team of ju-
nior Kevin Kung and sophomore Ekin 
Sezgen in the final, 8-3. The match be-
gan tightly, but a half-volley winner by 
Wong gave the Lions’ No. 1 duo the 
break they needed to go up 3-2 in the 
match. They held the break advantage 
and got a second insurance break later 
in the set. Strong serving by Schnei-
derman in the final game helped the 
duo close out the match. Wong and 

Schneiderman played No. 2 doubles 
last season, going 14-5 on the season, 
including 5-2 in Ivy play in the spring. 
The tandem also played in the quali-
fying draw of the D’Novo/ITA All-
American Championships during the 
week, where they lost to the No. 7 seed 
from USC.

In singles play, the Lions were with-
out the services of their top two players, 
as neither Wong nor Mihai Nichifor 
played in the event. Both played in the 
All-American Championships during 
the week. In the “A” singles bracket, 
sophomore Rajeev Deb-Sen notched 
the biggest upset of the tournament, 
taking down the No. 2 singles player 
from Penn, Adam Schwartz. Deb-Sen 
won in three sets, as Schwartz implod-
ed in the third set after easily winning 
the first. Deb-Sen advanced to the 
quarterfinals, where he was eliminated 
by Princeton freshman Matija Pecotic, 
6-2, 3-6, 6-4. Pecotic would continue 
his run by defeating Sezgen in the 
semi-finals in three sets. The showing 
was Sezgen’s best of the fall, as he looks 

to regain the form that propelled him 
to a 10-7 record last season, predomi-
nantly at No. 4 singles. Pecotic went 
on to win the final of the “A” bracket, 
defeating Milo Hauk from St. John’s in 
straight sets, 6-4, 6-1.

The “B” bracket saw Lions fresh-
man Cyril Bucher, from Switzerland, 
advance to the final, where he fell to 
another Princeton player, fellow fresh-
man Matt Siow. The match was a com-
pelling one, with Bucher showcasing 
his all-court game as Siow attacked the 
net relentlessly. Bucher hit precision 
passing shots all afternoon, but Siow 
proved to be too much, beating him 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-4). 

The Lions will next be in action at 
the Wilson/ITA Regional Champion-
ships, the biggest fall tournament for 
singles and doubles. The tournament, 
hosted by Dartmouth, is scheduled to 
run from Thursday to Tuesday, and fea-
tures the best 128 singles players and 
64 doubles teams in the region, with 
the finalists qualifying for the ITA Na-
tional Indoor Championships.
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kEy DRIVES

Columbia, first quarter: seven plays, 75 yards, 
3:51. result: rushing td, 7-0 Columbia

lafayette, first quarter: nine plays, 67 yards, 
3:58. result: rushing td, 7-7 tie
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M
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Columbia, first quarter: two plays, 21 yards, 
1:08. result: td, 14-7 Columbia

lafayette, third quarter: five plays, 39 yards, 
2:24. result: td, 21-17 Columbia

Columbia, seCond quarter: eight plays, 63 
yards, 3:37. result: td, 21-10 Columbia

lafayette, fourth quarter: 13 plays, 88 yards, 
5:56. result: td, 24-21 lafayette
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1 lucas “In the Refrigerator” Shaw 22-10

2 Jelani “Can’t Knock the Hustle” Johnson 21-11

3 tom “the Mouth that Roared” Di Benedetto 19-13

3 lisa “that’s What She Said” lewis 19-13

3 Bart “the tailgating tales” lopez 19-13

3 Matt “the X-factor” Velazquez 19-13

7 Jacob “eye on the Ball” levenfeld 18-14

8 Holly “the eyes of texas” MacDonald 17-15

9 Kunal “Moving the Chains” Gupta 16-16

10 Jacob “Put it on the Board” Shapiro 15-17

pIxBOx StanDIngS: wEEk 4
OVERall IVy

pOIntS 
FOR

pOIntS 
agaInSt

HaRVaRD 3-1 2-0 52 31

COluMBIa 2-2 1-0 38 0

pEnn 2-2 1-0 30 24

yalE 2-2 1-1 50 21

CORnEll 2-2 1-1 24 40

BROwn 2-2 0-1 21 24

pRInCEtOn 1-3 0-1 0 38

DaRtMOutH 0-4 0-2 31 68

IVy lEaguE FOOtBall StanDIngS

MOnDay MORnIng quaRtERBaCk

senior wide receiver austin Knowlin ran back a kick-off to 
the leopards’ 20-yard line and picked up quarterback mil-
licent olawale’s 21-yard pass two plays later for the lions’ 
second touchdown.  a 16-yard reception at the end of the 
first quarter put Knowlin at the top of Columbia’s all-time 
receptions list as he moved ahead of don lewis, CC ‘83.

GaMe Ball
head coach norries wilson’s opening 
words do work wonders. the lions 
scored on their first possession when ol-
awale ran for a 27-yard touchdown and 
managed to keep the offensive pressure 
on, finishing the half with 21 points.

BeSt Call
pass interference calls featured prominently in the li-
ons’ heartbreaking defeat saturday night. when ross 
morand was flagged for pass interference, the leop-
ards began at first and goal from the three-yard line, 
entering the red zone with seconds left in regulation 
to clinch a 24-21 victory.

WORSt Call
though the lions entered the second half with a 21-
10 lead, the offense was unable to score any more 
points. the leopards, on the other hand, overcame a 
tenacious light blue defense to score 14 second-half 
points and capture the late-game three-point victory.

tURnInG POInt

1.  behind three first-half 
touchdowns, Columbia led 
21-10 at the break.  the lead 
had narrowed to 21-17, however, 
when lafayette took over at its 
own 12-yard line with 6:09 to go
in the game.

2.  ten plays later, the leopards 
stood inside Columbia’s five-yard 
line.  the lions defense stood 
strong on first and second downs, 
holding running back maurice 
white to minimal gain.

5.  after the extra point, the 
leopards moved ahead by 
three points, 24-21, for their 
first lead of the game.  

3.  on third-and-goal from the two-yard line, 
quarterback rob Curley (#5) took the snap and 
again handed off to white (#22).

68 69
5

22

6.  Columbia returned the ensuing 
kickoff all the way to its own 
45-yard line, but with only four 
seconds left, had little further 
opportunity to advance the ball 
before time expired.

4.  running left, white got big 
blocks from left guard brian 
wycinowski (#69) and left 
tackle ryan hart-predmore 
(#68), clearing his path to the 
end zone.

By SaRa SalzBank
Spectator Staff Writer

After starting off the 2009 season strong 
in the nonconference portion of its schedule, 
the women’s volleyball team failed to carry its 
success over into the first weekend of its Ivy 
League campaign. Columbia fell to Dart-
mouth (7-7, 3-1) on Friday and Harvard on 
Saturday (6-6, 2-2) at home.

The Light Blue (10-7, 1-3 Ivy) did not al-
low the Big Green to take the first match of 
the weekend easily. After dropping to a 2-0 set 
deficit, the Lions fought back and captured 
the following two sets. However, Columbia 
failed to capitalize on its comeback and fell in 
the final game, 15-10.

In game one against Dartmouth, the Big 
Green went up 7-5 early, but the Light Blue 
responded quickly and took the lead 11-8. 
Though Dartmouth senior Morgan Coving-
ton tied it up at 11 with two straight aces, the 
Lions were not deterred. Kills from sopho-
more Megan Dillinger and freshman Megan 
Gaughn put the Lions in the lead once again. 
However, the Lions soon saw their pending 
victory vanish as attack errors cost them the 
lead and eventually the game, 25-21.

With one close set behind them, the Li-
ons returned to play in what would be the 
nail-biter of the match. Set two saw 15 tied 
scores as the Light Blue and Big Green battled 
back and forth for each point throughout the 
game. At game point, freshman Erin Longi-
notti delivered a game-saving kill and when 
the Big Green went up 25-24, Longinotti 
came through once again and tied it at 25. 
Unfortunately for the Lions, a kill and an-
other attack error would end the game in the 
Big Green’s favor, 27-25.

With two close losses behind it, Columbia 
would not give up. Four kills from Longinotti 
and two aces from Gaughn provided the 
Light Blue with an optimistic start to game 
three. Junior Sarah Thompson, Gaughn, and 
Longinotti continued their crusade and built 
a 16-9 Columbia lead before Dartmouth 
battled back and tied the game at 20. Five 
more ties would ensue before the Lions could 
capture their first win, 29-27, on a Longinotti 
kill.

Whether the Light Blue had sufficient 
momentum to take game four was question-
able at the start as Dartmouth went up 14-7. 
But the Lions responded aggressively, tying 
the score at 17 on a 9-2 run. Another kill from 
Longinotti put the Lions up 19-17 and an at-
tack error by Dartmouth provided the perfect 
opportunity for a Gaughn ace. Sophomore 
Monique Roberts and Thompson continued 
to build the Light Blue lead before a Longi-
notti kill ended yet another set.

After a close start in set five, Dartmouth 
and Columbia battled back and forth before 
the Big Green ended the set 15-10 and took 
the match, 3-2.

Longinotti led offensively in the loss with 
a career-high 27 kills. Gaughn walked away 
with a double-double with 21 kills and 27 
digs while Freshman Kelsey Musselman post-
ed 60 assists in her position as setter.

The Lions failed to keep it as close against 
Harvard leading only once throughout the 
entire match.

Down 18-14 in game one, the Light Blue 
scored four unanswered points to tie it up. 
However, Harvard freshman Taylor Docter 
responded with five kills, which ended the 
game at 25-20.

Columbia’s only lead came at the start of 
game two, with a Gaughn kill in the first play. 
The Crimson led by as much as seven before 
they captured the set 25-17.

While game two started with Columbia’s 
only lead of the match, game three started 
with one of the Light Blue’s 12 service errors. 
The Lions kept it close throughout, coming 
within two of the Crimson. But the set ended 
in the same fashion it began. A final service 
error closed it out, 25-19.

In the loss, Gaughn tallied another 12 kills 
while Musselman picked up 23 assists.

The Lions continue their Ivy League con-
tests next weekend against Brown and Yale.

Haley Vecchiarelli / Senior staff photographer
EVERyOnE gEt SEt  |  After a valiant come-
back, Columbia fell 3-2 to Dartmouth.

Volleyball drops pair of 
conference home games

DaRtMOutH 
COluMBIa 
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HOME aDVantagE  |  The men’s tennis team triumphed in the Columbia Classic, winning in the doubles draw. The Lions had less 
success in the singles matches, as No. 78 Mihai Nichifor was representing the Light Blue at the All-American Championship.

Lenny Pridatko / Staff photographer

Tennis claims doubles title on home court
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By now, 
we’re all 
famil-

iar with Frank 
Caliendo’s come-
dy routines pok-
ing fun at foot-
ball broadcaster 
John Madden. 
Aside from his 
obscenely ac-
curate impres-
sion, Caliendo’s 
routine is aided 
by the fact that 

Madden really does take enormous amounts 
of time to describe simple football plays and 
strategy.

But recently, I’ve started to think that 
Caliendo has identified a greater trend in 
sports—simply horrible broadcasting.

For those who aren’t frequent viewers, a 
traditional sports broadcast consists of one 
play-by-play announcer who describes the 
actual happenings on the field and one color 
analyst who discusses how and why certain 
actions occurred.

With the explosion of television offer-
ings, more and more sports are on the air. 
And while this is certainly a good thing, the 
amount of intelligent announcers unfortu-
nately has not increased, resulting in lots of 
confusing and underwhelming broadcasts.

But even in the realm of highly visible 
sporting events, broadcasting these days 
is just plain awful. While watching the 
Yankees-Twins this weekend, one color 
analyst tried to make a point by compar-
ing pitcher Mariano Rivera’s cut fastball to 
a BMW changing lanes on the German 
Autobahn. I guess I sort of get the reference, 
but then again NO, I don’t—and why isn’t 
there a more appropriate way to say “Gee, 
that pitch moves a lot”?

On another note, I watched a hockey 
game over the weekend on Versus, which is 
such a pathetic attempt at a top-rate sport-
ing network that it actually broadcasts Ivy 
League football occasionally. Anyway, aside 
from mispronouncing all of the players’ 
names, upon returning from a commercial 
break, the broadcaster raised his voice and 
described a dramatic scoring attempt before 
he realized that the play on the screen was 
only a replay from earlier in the game.

These examples cause me to reconsider 
what the true goal of having broadcasters is. 
One could argue that an announcer’s job is 
to explain the game to beginners. But I’ve 
watched lots of games with beginners before 
and rarely do I see anyone being helped 
by the announcer. Even if a broadcaster 
describes some basic strategy, it is never 
enough to serve as an efficient primer for 
someone who doesn’t understand the game.

Another standard role of the broadcast-
ing team is to provide high-level analysis 
to complement what a knowledgeable fan 
already knows. I will admit, at times my 
viewing experience is enhanced by the color 
analyst, but unfortunately, this rarely hap-
pens. When it does, it’s only once or twice 
a game. The bottom line is that if providing 
intelligent analysis to seasoned fans is the 
primary goal, most broadcasting teams fall 
way short.

Sometimes broadcasters supply interest-
ing biographical information on the players, 
but oftentimes most fans end up laughing 
or ignoring the stupid anecdotes or worth-
less pieces of information about what the 
backup kicker likes to eat for breakfast.

Furthermore, fans of every sport agree 
that watching their home team play on 
national television is one of the worst experi-
ences, given the lack of knowledge that the 
temporary announcers know about their 
team. While it’s nice to hear the announcers 
compliment your team and players in front 
of a national audience, this novelty quickly 
wears off when the players’ names are mis-
pronounced and when the whole game is 
spent talking about surface-level informa-
tion that you already know.

National broadcasters often take over for 
local teams during the playoffs and sadly, 
just when you need your hometown an-
nouncers the most, they are gone in favor 
of bland, unknowledgeable, and neutral 
announcers.

While things are bad, there are plenty 
of bright spots out there to prove me dead 
wrong. Just in my own experience, I am 
lucky to listen to Steve Stone analyze the 
White Sox games where he frequently pre-
dicts the next pitch based on his extensive 
knowledge of the game. Stone takes a lazy 
day at the ballpark and forces the viewer to 
think critically about the levels of strategy 
involved. 

Similarly, Pat Foley’s broadcasts of the 
Blackhawks games are a pleasure to listen 
to, and Foley often knows where the puck 
is going and if the goalie saw the shot before 
any of the players do. My suitemate would 
never let me off the hook if I didn’t give an 
honorable mention to Mike Blowers who 
made “The Call of the Year” on a home run 
in Seattle (you need to watch this YouTube 

John Madden. 

P u t  i t  o n
t h e  b o a r d

j a c o b
s h a P i r o

The lost art 
of sports 

broadcasting

see shaPiro, page 8

by matt velazquez
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The game wasn’t the only thing the 
Columbia football team lost on Sat-
urday night, as two key players exited 
with injuries, and one of them could be 
out for the rest of the season.

Junior captain Alex Gross suffered 
an injury to his right knee on the 
opening kickoff of the Lions’ 24-21 
loss to Lafayette. He spent most of the 
first quarter being attended to by the 
team’s medical staff before working his 
way off the field on crutches during the 
second quarter. After the game, head 
coach Norries Wilson noted that the 
full extent of Gross’ injury will not be 
known until the linebacker undergoes 
an MRI, but the initial prognosis was 
not good.

“There’s a good chance he may not 
return for the remainder of the season 
based on what they told me preliminar-
ily about his injury,” Wilson said. “We 
won’t know until the MRI shows the 
results of the injury to his knee.”

Wilson didn’t believe the absence of 
last year’s league leader in tackles was 
the difference in the game, though. 

One of the reasons for that was the 
play of Gross’ backup, sophomore Evan 
Miller. Miller—the younger brother of 
Lions’ all-Ivy defensive end Lou—per-
formed admirably, as he finished with 
12 tackles, including 1.5 for a loss, and 
one pass break-up.

“I thought that Evan Miller went in 
and played his heart out,” Wilson said. 
“He went out there and he made plays 
and he ran around. He did what he was 
coached to do and we’ve just got to get 
him ready to go when we play again 
next week.”

Miller wasn’t the only defensive 
player who saw more playing time than 
usual because of an injury to a starter, 
though. In the second quarter defensive 
back Calvin Otis suffered what looked 
like an arm injury and didn’t re-enter 
the game. With Otis out, sophomore 
Ross Morand took his place and was a 
key figure down the stretch.

With the Lions clinging to a four-
point lead in the third quarter, Morand 
came up with what looked to be a huge 
interception that would have ended 
Lafayette’s drive. However, Morand was 
flagged for pass interference, and the 
Leopards continued at the Light Blue’s 

four-yard line. The penalty didn’t end 
up helping Lafayette, though, as senior 
safety Andy Shalbrack picked off a pass 
from quarterback Rob Curley in the 
end zone three plays later.

Morand redeemed himself with just 

over nine and a half minutes left in the 
game, pulling down an interception at 
the Lions’ 15-yard line and returning it 
22 yards. The pick was Morand’s first 
of his career and the Light Blue’s third 
of the game.

The biggest—and most controver-
sial—play of the game centered around 
the sophomore cornerback as well. On 
second-and-15 from the Columbia 16-
yard line, Curley tossed a pass to his 
left in the direction of Mitchell Ben-
nett and it fell incomplete, but again 
Morand was flagged for interference. 
This play was very close and it’s debat-
able whether the ball was catchable, but 
the end result was that the Leopards 
got a first down at the Lions’ three-yard 
line and they scored the game-winning 
touchdown three plays later.

While it is likely that Gross’ knee 
injury will keep him out of this Sat-
urday’s game against Penn at the least, 
the extent of Otis’ injury is not yet 
known. If Otis and sophomore Owen 
Fraser—who has missed the past three 
games with a hamstring injury—can 
play against the Quakers, it would pro-
vide a nice boost heading into the most 
crucial game of the Lions’ season.

Two key defenders suffer injuries in loss 

Lisa Lewis / Senior staff photographer
can i Get some helP over here?  |  Alex 
Gross is helped off the field after hurt-
ing his knee on the game’s first play.

Junior linebacker Alex Gross, a team captain, could be out for season

by sabine schulz
Spectator Staff Writer

History repeated itself on Sat-
urday afternoon, as the Columbia 
men’s soccer team (3-5-1, 1-1-0 Ivy) 
recorded its first shutout and Ivy win 
of the season against Penn (4-4-3, 
0-1-1 Ivy) after dropping a close 2-1 
decision to Brown.

The last time the Lions and the 
Quakers clashed, Columbia had just 
been foiled in its attempt at a league-
opening win against Brown. Though 
the Quakers controlled much of the 
play in the match, the Lions were able 
to find the back of the net twice in a 
2-1 victory. In Saturday’s match, the 
Lions proved that the year between 
these two contests has seen them im-
prove dramatically.

Both Travis Cantrell and Bayo 
Adafin came close to recording shots in 
the first half and were thwarted not by 
the goalkeepers, but by the goal posts. 
Though the first half ended scoreless, 
the Lions had a slight advantage in 
shots (5-3) and controlled a significant 
portion of game play.

As the game entered the second half, 
the Light Blue offense kept looking 
for scoring opportunities, peppering 
Quakers’ goalie Gordon Smith with 
nine shots after the break. The per-
fect opportunity presented itself in the 
80th minute, as freshman forward Nick 
Scott began a drive up the left side of 
the field and was fouled in the box by 
the Quakers. The Lions were awarded 
a penalty kick, which co-captain Peppe 
Carotenuto stepped up to take. Carot-
enuto fired the ball into the left corner 
just as Smith dove the opposite way, 
lifting the Light Blue to a 1-0 advan-
tage which they would hold for the rest 
of the match.

In this year’s contest, the Colum-
bia defense gave a stellar performance 
as per usual, but the offense and the 
defense managed to work cohesively 
to dominate the game play and retain 
possession of the ball. While the Li-
ons successfully outshot the Quakers 

Jasper Clyatt / Staff photographer

Penalty Point  |  Junior Peppe Carotenuto 
converted a penalty kick into the only 
goal of the game, as the Lions stepped 
up their offensive efforts in league play.

Men’s soccer 
shuts out 

Penn for first 
Ivy win

by sarah sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After enduring two losses and a tie 
in the past two weeks, the Columbia 
women’s soccer team (5-5-2, 2-1 Ivy) 
broke its winless streak with a bang on 
Saturday night. With relentless attack, 
the Lions overtook Penn by a 4-2 score. 

In the 21st minute, junior forward 
Chrissy Butler gave Columbia a 1-0 ad-
vantage with her first goal of the season. 
Penn answered just one minute later, 
however, as senior forward Jessica Fuc-
cello found the back of the net for the 
Quakers (6-3-2, 1-2 Ivy). Fuccello now 
leads the conference with 12 goals.

Columbia head coach Kevin McCa-
rthy was not concerned about his team’s 
mindset after Butler scored, dismissing 
the idea that the Lions were too excited 
to focus on defense.

“I think the leading scorer in the 
league made a fantastic run and scored 

on a great header, to be honest,” he said. 
“They [Penn] just took their chance re-
ally well.”

Columbia regained the lead in the 
39th minute when sophomore forward 
Ashlin Yahr scored her team-best sev-
enth goal of the year. The Lions finished 
the first half with their 2-1 advantage in-
tact, but their lead did not hold for long 
when play resumed. Penn knotted the 
score in the 53rd minute with a goal by 
junior midfielder Sarah Friedman.

Despite losing the advantage, the 
Lions did not fold, but instead put on 
a high-pressure offense to score in the 
55th and 58th minutes. Yahr put Co-
lumbia ahead for good with her team-
high eighth goal, while senior midfielder 
Sophie Reiser scored for the fifth time 
this season. Sophomore goalkeeper Lil-
lian Klein made six saves for Columbia, 
including a block on a penalty kick. 

The Lions opened conference play 
with a 1-0 victory at Cornell on Sept. 

25, but they dropped a 1-0 decision 
against Brown the following weekend. 
With its win over Penn, Columbia 
moved into a four-way tie for first 
place in the Ivy standings. 

“Our whole season depended on 
it,” Reiser said of the victory. “As of 
last weekend, we could have gone 1-6 
[in Ivy play], and we know now that 
we’re going to go 6-1 and absolutely 
contend for the championship.”

McCarthy is also confident in Co-
lumbia’s abilities. 

“When we play with this energy, 
and we play this connected, and ev-
erybody leaves it on the pitch, the 
soccer takes care of itself,” he said. 
“Maybe that dance we did with the 
soccer gods worked.”
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on Goal  |  Sophomore power forward Ashlin Yahr found the back of the net twice to help the Lions to a 4-2 victory over 
Penn. The Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. native has consistently led the team in goals this season and now totals a team-best eight.

Women’s soccer regains momentum

see men’s soccer, page 8
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Nichifor defeats No. 16 in All-American championship
Columbia senior Mihai Nichifor, 

ranked No. 78 in the nation, notched 
one of the biggest wins in the men’s 
tennis program’s recent history, up-
setting No. 17 Dean Jackson in the 
consolation backdraw of the D’Novo 
ITA All-American Championships. 
In addition to Nichifor, both senior 
Jon Wong and sophomore Haig Sch-
neiderman were entered in the pre-
qualifying draw of the event.

Nichifor was the lone Lion entered 
in the main draw, due to the strength 
of his preseason ranking. He was 
ousted in the first round by Ashley 
Watling from the University of Tulsa, 
6-4, 6-4. In the backdraw, Nichifor 
beat Jackson, from San Diego State 
University, in three tight sets, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-4. Nichifor, however, was de-
feated in the second round by Shuhei 
Uzawa from Ohio State, 6-1, 6-2. 

Wong lost to Marcel Thiemann 
from the University of Mississippi, 
6-7, 6-4, 6-2, in the first round of 
the pre-qualifying draw, and Sch-
neiderman fell to Evan Urbina, 6-4, 
6-2, in the same round. The duo also 
combined to play in the qualifying 
doubles bracket, where they lost to 
the No. 7 seed from USC, 8-5. 

—Kunal Gupta


