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ORDER IN THE ‘COURT’  |  Members of the improv troupe 
Dog Court take the stage at Upright Citizens Brigade. See page 2.

BY SAMMY ROTH
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Before she could start work in 
the Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library in Butler last month, 
Connie Chen, CC ’14, needed 
to show United States identifi-
cation. Her parents sent her a 
Priority Mail package contain-
ing her passport, which had a 
shipping time of two to three 
days. Chen waited for notifica-
tion by the Lerner Hall Package 
Center that she had received 
mail but heard nothing for five 
or six days. When she went to 
the Package Center to ask if her 
passport had arrived, an em-
ployee told her that the center 
had a large amount of backlog.

“I felt like there was noth-
ing that I could do, and I really 
needed to have it,” Chen said. 
“And I even offered to, like, look 
for it myself, but they said I 
couldn’t do that. I just felt really 
helpless, and kind of desperate.”

It took two weeks for Chen to 
get her passport. And she is not 
the only student who has had 
trouble receiving packages, with 
many students complaining not 
only that the line at the Package 
Center is too long, but that it 
can sometimes take weeks for 
the center to process packages.

The volume of mail received 
by the Package Center has in-
creased by about 8 percent each 
year since 2006. But in summer 
2009, the center saw its hours 

of operation reduced as part 
of budget cutbacks through-
out Lerner Hall. The center 
started opening an hour later 
on Tuesday and Thursday and 
closing entirely on Saturday.

Alex Azar, the manager 
of Student Mail Services at 
Columbia, said the cutbacks 
have not caused the Package 
Center to work more slowly. In 
fact, he said, opening later on 
Tuesday and Thursday has had 
the opposite effect.

“While the hours of opera-
tion for the Package Center were 
scaled back by two hours per 
week, a reallocation of staff time 
to focus on package processing 

BY CHELSEA LO
Columbia Daily Spectator 

On the ever-changing cor-
ner of 125th Street in West 
Harlem, yet another business 
establishment is expected to 
make its debut in just a few 
weeks. This time, it’s Aloft 
Harlem, the first hotel to open 
in Harlem in decades—and 
one which local residents have 
greeted with mixed feelings.

Aloft Harlem, a hotel chain 
operated by Starwood Hotels 
& Resorts—the same managers 
of the glitzy W hotels—is slat-
ed to open its doors on Oct. 21. 
The hotel is expected to bring 

business and tourism to West 
Harlem, which hasn’t seen a 
new hotel in over 40 years.  The 
space will include 124 guest 
rooms, retail space, and 44 con-
dominium residences managed 
by Apex Condominiums on its 
upper six floors.

The hotel-condo complex 
sits a block away from Harlem’s 
busy 125th Street, where rede-
velopment efforts that began in 
the late 1980s include the con-
struction of a Magic Johnson 
movie theater and an H&M—a 
testament to what many con-
sider to be increasing gentrifi-
cation over the past few years. 
Now, some local residents 

consider Aloft Harlem to be 
part of this tide of new, costly 
Harlem venues.

“Yes, they’re bringing in 
capital and improving the qual-
ity of life, but is it helping us?” 
West Harlem street vendor 
Clarence Sims said.  “They’re 
buying up the buildings.  We 
poor people, you know we not 
in there—we on the sidewalks.  
Rob the poor and give to the 
rich?  That ain’t right.”

And with rooms starting at 
$299 per night and condos rang-
ing from the mid-$300,000s to 
just over $1 million, some won-
der whether this is yet another 
swath of property that could 

have been better used for low-
income housing.

“Don’t know why you’re put-
ting effing hotels here,” West 
Harlem resident Abraham Kane 
said. “As long as they’re going 
to be affordable, I don’t see a 
problem, but you know it’s not 
going to be.”

But administrators at Aloft 
Harlem say that the hotel will 
offer much-needed housing in a 
neighborhood that has long strug-
gled with a dearth in housing op-
tions over the past couple of years. 

“With a limited number of 
homes and the opportunity to 
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Inwood residents still 
have a lot of questions about 
the proposed construction at 
Columbia’s Baker Athletics 
Complex.

More than 100 people 
showed up to the presentation 
by Executive Vice President 
of Facilities Joe Ienuso at a 
land use committee meeting of 
Community Board 12—so many 
more than typically come to 
committee meetings that it was 
delayed for over an hour to allow 
the board members to negotiate 
for a bigger space.

Audience members came to 
hear the details about Columbia’s 
proposal for a new building to 
hold coaches’ offices and study 
space for athletes, as well as new 
park space that would include a 
restored wetland at the complex, 
which includes the football sta-
dium, other sports fields, and a 
dock for the crew teams.

The meeting was held at the 
Inwood Center on Broadway and 
214th Street, intentionally close 
to Baker Field and the residents 
who would be most impacted by 
construction.

Ienuso explained that the 
planned construction will trig-
ger waterfront zoning laws, since 
the complex is located along 
the north shore of Manhattan. 
Traditionally, those laws would 
require Columbia to provide 15 
percent of its land for public use, 
but because of the geography of 
the complex, that much would 
not be possible.

Local residents expressed 
their concerns about how much 
access the public would have to 
the dock and other athletic fa-
cilities such as the running track. 
They also said they were worried 
about the idling buses and lack of 
parking that lead to congestion 
on 218th Street.

“We’re not hostile to the idea 
that they’re offering—we’re just 
wanting to see these issues re-
solved,” said Pat Courtney, who 
has organized a group called the 
Inwood Mobilization Committee 
to ask that the approval process 
be postponed.

Ienuso expressed surprise 
that there were still so many 
questions surrounding the proj-
ect, because Columbia has been 
a part of 15 or 16 meetings with 
Community Board 12 on the 
topic since September 2009. But 

residents said that those meet-
ings were usually held at CB12’s 
meeting space on 168th Street—
too far south for them to get to 
regular meetings.

He vowed to keep working on 
close to a dozen issues of com-
munity concern, from the bus 
traffic clogging 218th Street to 
the specifics of security at the 
future marshlands.

“I can’t tell you today that 
we have a perfect solution. We 
don’t, but we’re not going to stop 
looking,” Ienuso said.

“Living next to a football sta-
dium, most of us understand 
what comes with that,” one resi-
dent said. “We really need to look 
more intensely at this lately be-
cause the problems have gotten 
significantly worse, and if you’re 
going to build a five-story build-
ing, that will just exacerbate it.” 

But while Ienuso acknowl-
edged those concerns, they seem 
unlikely to affect Columbia’s 
plans. Wednesday’s meeting 
was the first step in the com-
munity board’s approval process, 
and Ienuso made it clear that 
Columbia was not going back to 
the drawing board.

Responding to someone’s 
outburst that the project should 
be abandoned altogether, 
Ienuso said, “If I went back to 
the University and said that’s 
what the community wanted, 
there’s a very good chance that 
we wouldn’t go forward at all. … 
Quite frankly, that seems like not 
a great option for Columbia or 
the community.”

The greatest tensions seemed 
to relate not to the specifics of 
the project itself, but to the on-
going relationship between the 
University and the neighborhood. 
A common refrain seemed to be 
that it took a new project—one 

BY EMILY NEIL
Columbia Daily Spectator 

After several days of pho-
tography exhibits, artist show-
cases, and musical reviews, the 
Harlem Arts Alliance called an 
end to another Arts Advocacy 
Week. While organizers called 
the initiative a success, they 
also questioned the future of 
arts in an area that has long 
been defined by the Harlem 
Renaissance. 

Harlem residents and art 
advocates gathered for a re-
ception Wednesday night at 
the Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, 
where a panel of local activ-
ists spoke about preserving a 
sense of culture in a changing 
neighborhood. 

In his keynote address, 
Howard Dodson, chief of the 
Schomburg Center—which op-
erates as part of the New York 
Public Library—pointed to the 
cultural roots of the Harlem 
Renaissance while also ad-
dressing the challenges of pro-
moting the arts in present-day 
Harlem. 

“We can’t live on the creativ-
ity of the Harlem Renaissance,” 
Dodson said. He stressed that 
it would be necessary to give 
a bigger voice to their work in 
the modern Harlem arts, and 
to encourage originality and 
progress.

Locals raise concerns 
over Baker Complex

KATE SCARBROUGH FOR SPECTATOR

POSTAL SERVICE  |  While Columbia’s Student Mail Services’ manager says the Package Center is 
working efficiently, some still complain that their packages are getting caught up in extensive backlog.

SEE BAKER FIELD, page 6

SEE ALOFT, page 6

SEE ARTS WEEK, page 6 SEE MAIL ROOM, page 6

Dog Court, a comedy group that 
includes four Columbia alums, has 
achieved success in improv battles 
around New York, most recently at 
Upright Citizens Brigade.

No ‘Dog’ days for 
alums’ improv troupe

Columbia launches its Center for 
Palestine Studies with a screening of 
Palestinian film “Zindeeq.”

309 Havemayer, 7:30 p.m. 

Though squash wasn’t supposed 
to go varsity until 2011, everything 
fell into place a year early and both 
squads will compete at the varsity 
level this season.

Men’s, women’s squash 
goes varsity year early

WEATHERA&E, PAGE 2 OPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

72°/ 51 °

Tomorrow

72 °/ 55 °

Locals debate 
future of the 
arts in West 
Harlem 

Students complain of package backlog

West Harlem’s first new hotel in decades to open  

Center for Palestine

Residents worry about traffic, 
access to athletics development

Louis Cholden-Brown discusses the 
actions we must take to enforce the 
DREAM Act.

Equality for our peers 

Sam Klug addresses the multitude of 
problems revolving around war and 
peace.

Fight for a conversation 

“I can’t tell you 
today we have a 
perfect solution ... 
but we’re not going 
to stop looking.”

—Joe Ienuso,

Executive VP of Facilities

CHRISTINA PHAN FOR SPECTATOR

CONSTRUCTION  |  West Harlem is getting its first new hotel in over 40 years—Aloft Hotel, which is slated to open its doors Oct. 21. 
While the hotel will provide rooms and retail space, some residents worry that it will drive up neighborhood prices.



BY ALICIA ALLEN-MARQUET
Columbia Daily Spectator 

When Danielle Evans, CC ’04, was growing up, 
she knew she wanted to be a writer. What Evans 
didn’t know was that, as she said, “a writer was ac-

tually something you could grow up 
to be.”

Evans—who received her MFA in 
fiction from the University of Iowa 

and currently teaches creative writing at American 
University—has undoubtedly succeeded in accom-
plishing her childhood wish. Her recently released 
collection of short stories, “Before You Suffocate 
Your Own Fool Self,” which Evans compiled and edit-
ed over a span of six years, has been nominated as one 
of New York Magazine’s “Top 20 Most Anticipated 
Books” for this fall. Evans has also received praise 
from Salman Rushdie, who published her short story 

“Virgins” in “The Best American Short Stories 2008.”
Evans read from “Before You Suffocate Your Own 

Fool Self,” at the Columbia bookstore on Monday. She 
was at once self-deprecating and funny, telling the 
initially shy crowd during the post-reading question-
and-answer session that they were “looking at me 
like my students do when I yell at them.”

The protagonists of each of the eight short stories 
in “Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self” are 
African-American or biracial, and six of them are 
women. “So much fiction reduces women’s motiva-
tions to the desire for romance in its most basic and 
cliché form,” she said. “I wanted to write the kind of 
female characters who could make stupid decisions 
without actually being stupid.” 

“Virgins,” the first short story in “Before You 
Suffocate Your Own Fool Self,” tells the tale of two 
young women, each of whom loses her virginity in 
an unfortunate circumstance and must regain her 

sense of personal power.
Although Evans’ work appears to focus on gender 

and race, she believes that it cannot be narrowed 
down to a single message or theme. Instead, she said, 
the “value of fiction is in its ability to create empathy 
across the lines … to force people to contend with the 
ways in which the world is often a more complicated 
place than we would like it to be.”

The complexity of the world and the need for 
empathy are reiterated in Evans’ suggestion to aspir-
ing writers: “Afflict the comfortable, and comfort the 
afflicted, insofar as we are all comfortable in some 
ways and afflicted in others.” 

Evans chose her story collection’s title, which 
comes from “The Bridge Poem” by Donna Kate 
Rushin, to highlight this need for empathy and to 
suggest that the reader should “try to understand 

Alum’s book of short stories is a childhood dream come true

BY YIAN PAN 
Columbia Daily Spectator 

At Upright Citizens Brigade, improv is going 
to the dogs. Dog Court, an up-and-coming com-
edy group made up of Justin Grace, CC ’09, Jeff 

Julian, CC ’08, Sam Reisman, 
CC ’10, Alex Weinberg, SEAS 
’08,  and Mike Pullan, won its 
second improv battle at UCB 
last week.

Even though the members of Dog Court have 
only been working together since June 2009, 
they are already making a name for themselves 
in the contemporary theater scene. The group 
had its first show in September 2009 and has 
performed approximately 50 times in New York 
since then. They do not know for certain how 
many times they have performed, because Grace, 
the group’s record-keeper, “estimates a new 
number once every few months,” Pullan said. 

One of Dog Court’s most notable accomplish-
ments to date is winning a 40-team improv tour-
nament held at The Creek in May. They broke 
the venue’s record for highest number of total 
votes in the tournament—twice. They are also 
the current champions of Magnet Inferno, a 
9-week battle between Dog Court and another 
improv group. 

“Yes, they’ve [Dog Court] done some big 
shows. And by big I mean the font is big on the 
posters,” Jed Resnik, the group’s coach, said. 

The members of Dog Court have many dif-
ferent versions of the story behind the group’s 

name, but they agree that it essentially origi-
nated from an inside joke between Pullan and 
Grace when they were, as Reisman said, “riffing 
on possible sequels to ‘Air Bud,’ one of which 
involved him becoming a lawyer or judge.” (The 
proposed title to this sequel? “Air Bud: Objection 
Overdrooled.”) 

Dog Court’s recent success is likely due to 
its members’ ability to collaborate effortlessly 
and the sense of camaraderie that they convey 
onstage. Yet as united as the group is, each mem-
ber has a distinct function within it. Grace often 
plays the role of an older character as a result 
of his facial hair, while Julian is known to play 
women, and Pullan easily assumes the part of a 
disillusioned child enticed by candy.

Despite the pressures of winning consecutive 
improv competitions, Dog Court’s members are 
still able to keep their senses of humor. At their 
first show at UCB, Weinberg memorably had to 
hide his face in the backstage curtains on several 
occasions because he could not stop laughing. 

This comedic spirit carries over to the Dog 
Court cheer, known as the Dog Pound, which 
demands that the audience bark wildly during 
shows. Dog Court fans were even congratulat-
ed during a recent performance for sounding 
like monkeys who had successfully completed 
kindergarten. 

“I think it’s just absolutely hilarious how a 
bunch of grown people are collectively doing 
something so stupid like barking,” Pullan said, 
“but it’s still awesome because we’re the only 
improv group that has our own cheer.” 

Improv group is top ‘Dog’ at 
Upright Citizens Brigade 

KATE SCARBROUGH FOR SPECTATOR

MEN OF THE ‘COURT’  |  One of the members of comedy troupe Dog Court performs in an improv 
battle at Upright Citizens Brigade. Dog Court has recently won two such battles in a row at the venue.

NINA SUBIN FOR SPECTATOR

STORY TIME  |  Columbia alum Danielle Evans 
recently released a collection of short stories 
titled “Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self.”
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 Students can fall for local autumnal food

Fall food staples usually land in 
the hearty-but-predictable 

category home to 
pumpkin pie and 
candied yams. Yet a 

few Morningside restaurants 
shake things up come harvest 
time. —Allison Malecha

Butternut Squash
Butternut squash brings thick, warming soup 
to mind, but Sezz Medi, on Amsterdam and 
122nd Street, prefers to infuse it into soup’s 
usually less inventive counterpart—salad. The 
nameless $11 dish consists of a mound of aru-
gula generously topped with paper-thin slices 
of parmesan and almonds and mixed with 
chopped shiitake mushroom and butternut 
squash. The dressing is light and oily—it nei-
ther adds much nor takes anything away from 
the overall dish. The mushrooms, though, 
could be done without. Their rubbery tex-
ture and fungal flavor isn’t the best comple-
ment to the soft sweetness of the focal fall 
ingredient. The squash itself is nicely warmed 
in contrast to the cool salad and pairs well 
with the almond crunch. A salad might not 
be the first choice on Sezz Medi’s extensive 
Italian menu, but it is a flavorful, lighter-fare 
option. For students hunkering after a more 
substantial option, there is also a red wine 
braised lambshank served with pureed but-
ternut squash ($22).   

Pumpkin
Pumpkin may be the most overdone fall har-
vest item, but at Massawa it’s a year-round sta-
ple done up differently. The Duba Vegetable 
Special ($12.99) features pumpkin sautéed 
with tomatoes, rosemary, and berbere, a spice 
mixture that includes ginger, cloves, and chile 
peppers. The little Ethiopian restaurant on 
Amsterdam and 121st Street has a cozily dark 
atmosphere and xylophonic music twinkling 
in the background. Massawa is a nice excuse 
to get a whole group out in increasingly chilly 
weather, since Ethiopian food is best eaten 

communally. Better to bring friends than a 
date because eating here is inevitably messy—
ingera, a thinner-than-crepe bread, serves as 
the sole utensil. Generous chunks of pumpkin 
are cooked tender and served up in a chunky 
tomato sauce that tempers the pumpkin flavor 
without obscuring it. The accompanying salad 
of crispy carrot and greens offsets the mushi-
ness of the main dish. The second side, a thick 
chickpea sauce, can be a little dull on its own. 
Try smearing it on a scoop of pumpkin and in-
gera for a perfectly rounded flavor combination.

Yams
Vegetarians may not usually think of eat-
ing sushi, but Vine Sushi & Sake offers a 
wide range of vegetable options, includ-
ing the perfectly autumnal yam tempura 
roll ($4.95). Five sesame-sprinkled in-
side-out (rice on the outside) rolls arrive 
beautifully arranged and accompanied by 
mounds of fresh wasabi and white ginger. 
Straight tempura usually leaves diners feel-
ing bloated, but incorporated into a roll, 
the lightly fried batter adds just the right 
crunch. However, the tempura overpow-
ers the flavor of the yam, especially in the 
outer pieces. The yam also has a surpris-
ingly light color, and the rice is a little rub-
bery. A special pepper-vinegar-mayo sauce 
adds some much-needed flavor, but the 
dish overall is more interesting than tasty. 
With its airy atmosphere and modern light 
wood décor, this restaurant on Broadway 
between 115th and 116th streets still makes 
for a nice weekday lunch away from the 
dining halls.

THEATER

BOOKS

ROSE DONLON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ON A ROLL  |  Fall’s crop of yams is put to use at 
Vine Sushi & Sake as a unique sushi ingredient.

FOOD &
DRINK

SEE BOOK, page 3
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BY AGLAIA CAVASOLA
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Midterms have arrived—ev-
eryone is either cramming or 
binge sleeping to recover from 

the past week’s 
rush. No won-
der most stu-
dents avoid 
the cafeteria 
and live on a 

Pepperidge Farm-only diet. 
However, there is one surefire 
way to avoid subsisting on junk 
food—start making study snacks 
that take as much time and effort 
as a bathroom break.

To take care of survival re-
quirements and satisfy a sweet 
tooth, students need only a but-
ternut squash and some organic 
honey. An organic squash is easy 
to locate just steps outside the 
Columbia gates on Thursdays 
and Sundays at the Green Market 
stands on Broadway. 

To start the dish, put the but-
ternut squash in the microwave 
for nine to 10 minutes—the per-
fect amount of time for reviewing 
a chapter of biology. When the 
squash is ready, dice it into bite-
sized chunks, dress it with honey, 
and finish it with a fine dusting of 
cinnamon. The squash’s nectar 
is sweet and healthy, and as an 
added bonus, the snack doesn’t 
leave many dishes to be washed. 

Students with a craving for 
salt just need toothpicks, organic 
hot dogs, and cherry tomatoes to 
make a quick snack. Cherry to-
matoes can be either purchased 
at the grocery store or swiped 
from the cafeteria if students 
need to be thrifty. Heat the hot 
dogs in the microwave for a min-
ute while placing toothpicks in 
the cherry tomatoes. Then, cut 
the hotdogs into fifths and add 
them to the toothpick skewers. 
Pour balsamic vinegar on top 
for a haute cuisine touch. This 

result gives students a solid pro-
tein boost.

For dinner, it is possible for 
the diligent student who is still 
determined to finish the next 
day’s paper to whip something 
up in 10 minutes. Instead of ven-
turing to the dining hall, head to 
the nearest kitchen and stir some 
couscous in a bowl of water—try 
Near East whole grain wheat 
couscous, which comes with a 
flavor packet of blended garlic 
and olive oil. Leave the couscous 
in the microwave for six minutes. 
Next, add curry powder, a spoon-
ful of healthy extra-virgin olive 
oil, and leftover cherry tomatoes 
from the toothpick snack. Savory 
and nutritious, this warm dish 
only requires a microwaveable 
bowl and a fork for serving.

The microwave, icon of over-
processed foods, can just as eas-
ily be the weapon for health-con-
scious Columbians who know 
how to use it.

Dine in the dorms with easy microwave recipes

the character’s experience be-
fore you drown in your own.”

Evans is especially attracted 

to short fiction because it al-
lows her to get “to the center of 
a moment … with a lovely sur-
prising heartbreak at the end.” 
She believes that “real-life isn’t 

that interesting,” and through 
fiction, a writer “can create a 
character who says yes to every-
thing the average person would 
say no to.”

FOOD &
DRINK

KAI ZHANG FOR SPECTATOR

DORM DINNER  |  Couscous is a simple yet healthy meal that can be made in a dorm microwave.

Book is alum’s childhood dream come true
BOOK from page 2



Securing a future for all 

Here on cam-
pus, this week 

is Immigration Week. 
Lucha and ROOTEd have 
been sponsoring events 
since Monday to raise 
awareness of the issues 
faced by immigrants to 
the United States. Yet 
little publicity is being 
given to a crucial piece 
of federal legislation that 
has sat in purgatory for 
the past nine years: the Development, Relief, 
and Education for Alien Minors Act (or 
DREAM Act).

Approximately 800,000 of the 11 million 
immigrants currently illegally in America 
would benefit from this legislation. Those 
who were brought to this country before the 
age of 15 would be awarded citizenship if 
they had finished high school or earned their 
GED, displayed “good moral character” (this 
basically means not that they had not broken 
the law), and served at least two years in the 

military or earned a college degree. Of the 
illegal immigrants currently in the United 
States, 2.1 million would be eligible for citi-
zenship under the DREAM Act, but such fac-
tors as low educational attainment, poverty, 
and language difficulties indicate that only 
about 36 percent of those eligible would actu-
ally find a path to citizenship. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid made 
a bold move by appending the DREAM Act 
to the recent defense authorization bill, a bill 
that had successfully passed for 48 con-
secutive years. But on Sept. 21, that bill was 
derailed by Republican intransigence. The 
GOP contends that this amendment is irrel-
evant to national defense. But this could not 
be further from the truth. There is no greater 
recruitment booster than the military service 
option within the DREAM Act. Indeed, the 
Defense Department’s Strategic Plan for 
Fiscal Years 2010-2012 recommends passage 
of the DREAM Act as a way to help the mili-
tary “shape and maintain a mission-ready All 
Volunteer Force.”

For many years the DREAM Act enjoyed 
bipartisan support—it was first proposed in 
2001 by Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), and in 
2007—the one occasion it received a stand-
alone vote—12 Republicans cast votes in favor 
of the bill. Even this year, Republican Sen. 
Richard Lugar of Indiana continues to be a 
co-sponsor. Yet not a single member of the 
GOP voted to authorize the defense spending 
bill. A single Republican vote will ultimately 
be necessary to secure cloture.

As the contemporaries and poten-
tial benefactors of this bill, we possess an 

imperative obligation to organize for the 
DREAM Act. It is not merely a question of 
the equity due to our peers who have never 
known another country and who are as 
American as we are. Rather, it is a crucial eco-
nomic and democratic stimulus for our coun-
try’s future. In enfranchising this community, 
we acknowledge the immigrant roots we 
all possess and support the extension of the 
same electoral and occupational freedoms we 
have come to cherish to this long-suffering 
American community.

Not only is activism necessary to secure 
passage of this important legislation, but also 
multi-school organizing is needed to help 
those who want to attend college nationwide. 
At present, most illegal immigrants at college 
are treated as international students because 
they lack Social Security numbers.

Unfortunately, in 40 states, this prevents 
them from receiving in-state tuition at public 
universities, which means they must pay the 
daunting out-of-state sticker price. Similarly, 
no undocumented immigrant is able to re-
ceive financial aid, compelling many to forgo 
higher education. This is an issue of student 
rights that should supersede any partisan 
fight over the legislation. Indeed, access to 
higher education to all is codified in the U.N. 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The 
DREAM Act will not accomplish this educa-
tional mandate, so the burden must lie with 
us, the fortunate collegiate students, to in-
crease our ranks and extend a helping hand.

While the provision of an alternative ave-
nue to citizenship other than collegiate stud-
ies is commendable, offering military service 
as an incentive to citizenship reinforces the 
racist and biased policies of this country in 
sending our most disadvantaged and needy 
to war while the more fortunate and secure 
remain safe here at home.

The DREAM Act’s future is once again 
endangered. So I enjoin you all to join the 
pizza/phone-bank party tonight at Casa 
Latina in EC from 5-8. Let our voices be 
heard that we support our classmates and 
colleagues as our countrymen to recognition 
and citizenship.

Louis Cholden-Brown is a junior in the joint 
General Studies and Jewish Theological 

Seminary program majoring in urban studies 
and Jewish philosophy. He is a member 
of Community Board 7. Urban Ink runs 

alternate Thursdays. 

The burden must lie with 
us, the fortunate students.

Urban 
Ink

LOUIS 
CHOLDEN-
BROWN
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Last Saturday, the 
Hamilton Society 

invited professors, 
members of think 
tanks, and other speak-
ers to a conference on 
“Education, Society, 
and the Military,” 
during which they 
discussed the possible 
return of the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps 
to the Columbia cam-
pus. Professor Alan Brinkley—who as provost 
oversaw two student surveys and University 
Senate votes on this issue in 2005 and 2008—
naturally focused his remarks on the issue 
of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” widely accepted 
as the principal obstacle to a reversal of 
Columbia’s ban on ROTC. The military’s 
prohibition on LGBT citizens serving openly 
is a serious issue, and I would never criti-
cize people for working to have that policy 
reversed. Indeed (full disclosure), I have lob-
bied for that very change in my involvement 
with the College Democrats over the past 
two years. Yet, Columbia students’ focus on 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and on the question 
of ROTC in general reflects a problematic 
mindset that permeates both our campus 
and our national discourse: that war has to 
“hit home” to matter.

 In 1917, the year the United States en-
tered World War I, Columbia instituted a 
class on “War Issues” as part of a program 
of the Student Army Training Corps. The 
University administration was so impressed 
by this course that it chose to continue the 
class after the war ended. In 1919, “Peace 
Issues,” a class that would evolve into 
Contemporary Civilization, became a re-
quired course for all freshmen (yes, that’s 
what they were called then) in Columbia 
College. In his address opening the academic 
year in September 1919, President Nicholas 
Murray Butler declared, “The war forced us 
all to think a little; it suggested at last what 
might happen if we all thought a great deal.” 
I’m not suggesting we should think about 
war and education the way Butler did—he 
supported the firing of three professors be-
cause they opposed American involvement 
in the war. This isn’t the sort of thing that 
gets libraries named after you (oh, wait)—but 
I think Butler’s advice that we should think 
about war remains valuable.

 Right now, the United States has 
50,000 troops and 100,000 contractors 
stationed in Iraq, and almost 100,000 
troops and 150,000 contractors in 
Afghanistan. Some of them are future or 
former Columbia students, but most are 
not. Some of them are in constant fear of 
being discharged because of their sexual 

orientation, but most are not. Should we 
care about what happens to these future 
and former classmates of ours and to 
the individuals disqualified from service 
by a homophobic policy? Absolutely. 
Should these issues be the only—or the 
primary—way we approach the issue of 
war in our society? Absolutely not.

 The way America fights its wars has 
changed since 1917: There is no draft, fewer 
and fewer members of the middle and up-
per classes are enlisting, and the ideal of the 
citizen-soldier has disappeared from the 
national imagination. Anti-war commenta-
tors have seized upon these facts and argued 
for the reinstatement of the draft to “wake 
the country up,” just as pro-war commenta-
tors have used these same facts to claim that 
“liberal elites” don’t sacrifice enough for our 
country. But both of these arguments rest on, 
as Susan Sontag said, a “breathtaking provin-
cialism”: ignoring war because it does not di-
rectly and immediately affect your family or 
your friends is one of the most narrow-mind-
ed positions a person can possibly take. We 

need to think about war and peace because 
they matter: not only have they shaped the 
world we were born into, but also because 
they continue to shape the world we live in, 
whether or not we see ourselves as “affected” 
by them.

 This “breathtaking provincialism” on 
questions of war and peace extends to the 
Columbia campus. By always addressing 
war and peace issues through the lens of 
ROTC and “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” we crowd 
out broader questions about the wars we’re 
fighting, why we’re fighting them, and what 
we gain and lose from them. Contrary to the 
assumptions of many modern students, the 
original instinct behind the Core Curriculum 
was to make the Columbia education more, 
not less, relevant. Almost 90 years later, the 
Core has moved away from its framework 
of war and peace—but the world hasn’t. So, 
the next time you see a poster hanging in the 
Blue Java Coffee Bar in Butler advertising a 
forum on ROTC or a protest of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell,” take some advice from the guy 
the building was named after and “think a 
great deal” about the broader questions that 
frame our current debates.

Sam Klug is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in history. He serves on the executive 

board of the Roosevelt Institution. Core 
Matters runs alternate Thursdays. 

Core 
Matters

SAM 
KLUG

Forgetting war and peace issues 

We need to think about 
war because it matters.

BY ISAAC LARA 

Every incoming student this year came 
to campus aware of Columbia’s reputation 
as a hotbed of liberal thought and political 
activism. But few will recognize the dis-
sonance that exists between Columbia’s 
politically liberal culture and its rigid 
approach to education. We at Columbia 
have many strict academic requirements 
for graduation, such as finishing the Core 
Curriculum or completing our major re-
quirements, which makes it hard to take 
electives. Those of us who are fortunate 
to find space in our schedules for elec-
tive courses are hampered by the limited 
selection offered.

This summer, when I participated in 
a fellowship program at UC Berkeley, I 
learned that students and faculty there 
collaborate on creating elective courses 
that are otherwise unavailable to stu-
dents. At Berkeley, over 150 student-
initiated courses are offered on topics 
ranging from American Sign Language to 
Chinese-American cinema and even race 
relations in Chappelle’s Show. This pro-
gram recently celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary and is a hallmark of a Berkeley liberal 
arts education. I suggest that Columbia 
College adopt a similar program.

Ideally, interested CC students would 
first need to decide whether they would 
like to develop an elective, and if so, in 
what area or subject not already covered 
in Columbia’s academic curriculum. Next, 
they would find a faculty sponsor to help 
them develop a lesson plan, syllabus, as-
signments, and exams. These students are 
not teachers but facilitators, who instruct 
these courses by themselves.

After finding a faculty sponsor, stu-
dent facilitators would need to have 
their course applications approved by 
the department chair, who would deter-
mine whether the proposed course is of 
sufficient academic merit. These cours-
es would be pass/fail electives ranging 
from one to three credits and could be 
used to fulfill minimum graduation re-
quirements. At the end of the semester, 

facilitators would recommend grades to 
the faculty sponsors, who in turn would 
enter the grades.

Our peer institutions already allow stu-
dents to experiment and create their own 
elective courses. For example, Stanford 
has Student Initiated Courses, started 
by the Associated Students of Stanford 
University. Tufts has an “Experimental 
College,” administered jointly by students 
and faculty members. In 2001 Carnegie 
Mellon University founded a “Student 
College,” which offers entirely student-
run classes and a student-run advisory 
committee.

There are three major reasons Columbia 
should develop a program of student-initi-
ated courses. The first is practical. When 
students complete the Core and their ma-
jor requirements, they often have to choose 
from a limited number of electives. This 
contributes to overcrowded classrooms, 
which compromises everyone’s learning 
experience. A program of student-initiat-
ed courses would solve this problem by in-
creasing the number and variety of electives 
available to all students.

The second reason Columbia should 
develop a program of student-initiat-
ed courses is political. Such a program 
would democratize the learning experi-
ence by allowing students to  participate 
in the construction of their own cours-
es. Remove the traditional barriers be-
tween professor and student—even for 
a few elective courses—and there is no 
telling what type of unrestricted class-
room debate and discussion will occur 
once students engage with one another 
over a topic.

The final, most important reason 
Columbia should develop a program of 
student-initiated courses is pedagogical. 
This program would enhance the learn-
ing experience for those students who de-
velop and instruct their own courses. The 
logic behind this is simple: When you are 
required to explain something to others, 
you have to figure it out first.

Creating a program on student-initiat-
ed courses would reflect the administra-
tion’s progressive and flexible approach 
to teaching, as well as its acceptance of 
the fact that every student learns differ-
ently. At a time when the University’s 
strict academic requirements for gradu-
ation are criticized as being conservative 
and rigid, Columbia can bolster its reputa-
tion as an institution that is receptive to 
student preferences and supportive of its 
students’ intellectual curiosity.

The author is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in political science and 
Latin American studies. He is an ABC 
representative and former chairman of 
Latino Heritage Month.

Should students design and teach 
their own electives?

For those of us who are 
fortunate to find space 
in our schedules for 
elective courses, we are 
hampered by the limited 
selection offered.

barnard comic of columbia university

DARYL SEITCHIK
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PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

www.sherlockdatarecovery.com
Open 24/7 in NYC. We recover/repair 
your programs/data from your Apple-
Mac, Windows or Linux workstation, 
laptop or server. $150 logical data re-
covery up to 250GB. For fast service, 
call (800) 267-4712.

BARTENDERS NEEDED
Males and females. No experience 
necessary for bars, clubs, restaurants, 
special events. Earn cash tips daily. 
Should enjoy working with the pub-
lic. Call (718) 956-7959.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting an apart-
ment? Work with a top-rated NYC real 
estate agent and Columbia alum (CC 
& SIPA). www.joshnathanson.com; jrn 
@corcoran.com. (212) 875-2970.
COLUMBIA AREA. Spacious 3 BR, 
2 bath. Exquisitely renov pre-war, win-
dowed office, custom cabinetry, W/D, 
CATS wiring, lux finishes. $1.139M, 
or for rent $5500. Lori Glick, LGlick@
stribling.com; (212) 585-4536.
SUNNY, LARGE 1 BR in Inwood on 
Park Terrace East, amid parks, and 
steps from Columbia Baker Field and 
subway. Avail at a bargain $1450 for 
a 2-year lease. Contact owner: Pel-
hamRental@yahoo.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net

 
LOOKING FOR THIRD YEAR law stu-
dent or grad P/T for legal research. 
Contact Rosemarie at 1 (718) 265-
1872 or 1 (347) 598-7798 9 am-5 pm, 
7 days.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



“At one level, there is no 
danger of Harlem being ab-
sent of black culture,” he add-
ed. “The question that is posed 
is, what form will it be here?”

Panelists also questioned 
whether public schools were 
properly educating students 
about the area’s cultural heri-
tage, and pushed for increased 
partnerships among Harlem art 
institutions and elected officials. 

“Our children aren’t being 
educated to love the arts, to 
love our culture, to love each 
other,” said Regina Smith, ex-
ecutive director of Harlem 
Business Alliance. 

Smith also added that finan-
cial hardships may be keeping 
Harlem residents away from 
art events in the area. 

But panelists also said they 
thought the week reflected 
progress made in re-establish-
ing Harlem as a cultural center 
in New York City. 

“I think we have really 
moved from just identifying 
issues to starting to identify 
more solutions,” said Michael 
Unthank, executive director of 
the Harlem Arts Alliance and 
host of the panel discussion.

“We’ve been successful 
in bringing different groups 
together,” Unthank added, 
pointing to the Harlem Arts 
Alliance’s partnerships with 
Community Boards 9 and 10 
to put on the reception. 

The Harlem Arts Advocacy 
week included a “Trash to 
Treasure” visual arts exhibit, 
performances by cast mem-
bers in “Trav’lin: The Musical,” 
and a photography display 
that featured portraits of the 
neighborhood. 

John Reddick, a panelist at 
the event and founder of the 
Harlem One Stop cultural web-
site, agreed that this year, the 
week involved a “proper focus 
on partnerships” and on expand-
ing the resources and presence 
of Harlem arts.

“The focus has been on his-
tory,” Reddick said, adding that 
the goal of the week is not only 
to celebrate the heritage of art 
from the Harlem Renaissance, 
but also to “bring back the en-
ergy from that time period.”

“African-American culture 
is American culture,” Dodson 
said, later adding, “Compared 
to where we were 85 years ago, 
we’re in very good shape.”

news@columbiaspectator.com 
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during those times has actually 
led to an increase in the over-
all efficiency of the Package 
Center,” Azar said in an email, 
adding that Saturday had usually 
been a slow day for the center.

But many students see room 
for improvement. Madeline 
Cohen, CC ’13, thinks that the 
Package Center should be able 
to process deliveries faster.

“I just feel like maybe there 
has to be a more efficient way,” 
she said. George Zhang, SEAS 
’12, said he recently waited in 
a 40-minute line to pick up a 
package.

“Usually when school really 
starts and everyone has a lot of 
packages, there’s a huge line,” 
Zhang said.

According to Azar, the 
Package Center is busiest in 

September, when it does 20 
percent of its business. Due to 
increased demand during this 
part of the year, additional pro-
cessing staff is hired, and a sec-
ond package center is opened in 
Carman Hall.

Nick Scott, CC ’13, frequent-
ly receives packages from his 
mom, who lives in England. He 
said he has rarely had to wait in 
a line longer than five minutes 
to pick up a package.

“It’s all very efficient there. 
I just get the email and come in 
and sign,” he said.

The Package Center receives 
an average of 110,000 packages 
every year. Azar said that while 
99.9 percent of all packages are 
eventually received by students, 
attributing the 0.1 percent that 
are not to error on the part of 
couriers, some packages can 
take a few weeks to process. 

The usually happens when a 
sender misaddresses a pack-
age, he said.

Kathryn Neely, CC ’14, or-
dered concert tickets last 
month through FedEx. She was 
notified by FedEx four days 
before the concert that her 
package had been delivered to 
Columbia, but said she did not 
receive a notification from the 
Package Center.

After waiting in a half-hour 
line, Neely spoke to an employ-
ee at the Package Center, who 
asked her to take a look at all 
the packages still waiting to be 
processed.

“He told me, ‘Do you see our 
center?’” Neely said. “I looked 
over [into the Package Center], 
and it’s like, yes. And he’s like, 
‘So we’re not gonna process that 
quite yet.’”

news@columbiaspectator.com 

live above a boutique hotel, Apex 
offers a unique lifestyle experi-
ence that clearly distinguishes 
it from the marketplace,” said 
Richard Gorsky, leader of RCG 
Longview, the condominiums’ 
owner and developer, in a Sept. 
27 press release.  “With no na-
tionally branded hotel in the 
neighborhood, we recognized 
there was a huge need for one 
which could also offer a quality 
residential component at rea-
sonable price points.”

And in addition to buoying 
the local housing market, it will 
also help local businesses, Aloft 
Harlem’s manager added. 

“There were virtually no 
lodging options in Harlem,” 
said Daniel Fevre, the hotel’s 
general manager, in an inter-
view.  “Aloft Harlem seeks to 
fill that void while also acting 
as a business that supports the 
local community.”

Some local businesses have 
echoed these administrators, 
saying that the hotel will help 
reel in tourists. 

“Businesses are excited, 
families are excited—now 
they won’t have to host rela-
tives in their home,” said Louis 
Gagliano, one of the owners of 
the Harlem Flo floral atelier 
adjacent to the hotel.  “In all 
respects you have more people 
visiting the area.”

Kenneth Allen, one of 
the owners of the Hue-Man 
Bookstore & Café across the 
street, agreed with Gagliano, 
suggesting that Aloft Harlem 
could serve as a helpful attrac-
tion in a neighborhood where 
many businesses are short-lived.

“I think 40 percent of the 
businesses in Harlem close 
within a year,” he said, “so it’s 
always good when something 
sustainable comes to the area.”

But Philip Bulgar, the man-
ager of Manna’s Soul Food and 
Salad Bar near 125th Street, 
does not think Aloft Harlem 
will be a promising cushion 
for local businesses—the pres-
ence of wealthier people in the 
community has not necessar-
ily translated into an economic 
boost for Harlem, he argued. 

“The wealthy people that 
live here for the most part 

don’t spend here. Ask any 
grocery store around here,” 
he said, though he noted that 
Aloft could create jobs for un-
employed locals.

Aloft Harlem said that it has 
already offered benefits to local 
residents through its recruit-
ment process. It hired about 30 
“talent”—the hotel’s lingo for its 
staff—after an extensive inter-
view process this past summer, 
including a recruiting event at 
the Apollo Theater where appli-
cants “auditioned” and mingled 
in a party setting.

“Out of those 30 people, 50 
percent of them are Harlem 
residents, and a majority of 
the talent were unemployed 
when hired by Aloft Harlem,” 
Fevre said, adding that the ho-
tel also plans to use local ven-
dors for everything from flower 
arrangements to food pantry 
grab-and-go items.

Still, some locals say that this 
number is negligible, and that if 
Aloft Harlem is going to make 
its way into the neighborhood, it 
should be doing more to provide 
for residents. 

“Thirty people?” local Ron 
Johnson said.  “That’s nothing.  
It don’t bother me, but some of 
my friends are angry because 
they think it should be afford-
able housing for people out here.  
I’m a little mad, but there’s not 
too much you can do about it.”

Tiffany Ferguson, who lives 
in the area, said that while 
Harlem is in need of affordable 
housing, the hotel will provide 
tourists with important access 
to Harlem’s culture.

“One hundred twenty-fifth 
is like a mini 42nd Street,” she 
said.  “We need a nice hotel. It 
makes people want to work and 
get jobs.  I’m not saying we don’t 
need affordable housing. We do.  
But there are lots of vacant lots 

that they’re not doing anything – 
that’s where affordable housing 
should be built.”

Aloft Harlem, Fevre said, 
aims to “appeal to a wide swath 
of business and leisure travelers.”

“Aloft is a brand that was 
created for the Gen Y-minded 
traveler,” he said.  “This group 
tends to be the first in line for 
that new generation of iPhone; 
they are savvy ‘early adopters’ 
who look for what’s new and 
next whether it be in pop cul-
ture, design, or technology.”

It’s not only street vendors 
who feel they’ve been driven 
to the streets.  The arrival of 
Aloft—a select service hotel 
which boasts a bar area and 
urban café among other ame-
nities—has left some longtime 
residents uneasy about the 
hike Aloft will cause in prop-
erty values.

“It’ll bring the wealthy peo-
ple, but the poor people in trou-
ble, serious trouble,” Luigi Lloyd 
said.  “How do they contribute 
to the people on the whole?  All 
of the condos are raising prop-
erty values.  They’re going to 
have to move out.”

Aloft’s general manager, 
however, says the hotel has 
been “embraced by the local 
community.”

“We are seeing a lot of ex-
citement for what we are bring-
ing to the neighborhood,” Fevre 
said, noting that the hotel has 
received inquiries from local 
educational organizations, res-
idents, and churches.  “Aloft is 
already working closely with 
neighboring institutions such 
as the Apollo, Hip Hop Culture 
Center, and The Harlem 
Children’s Zone on cross-pro-
motional programs and partner-
ships.  All have been eager to 
develop relationships with us.”

Time will tell in a neighbor-
hood where a Capital One bank 
and a RadioShack now stand by 
the Soul Saving Station and va-
cant buildings up for sale. 

“Overall, it’s going to be a dif-
ferent crowd,” Kane said, look-
ing at the orange traffic barriers 
and construction debris still sur-
rounding the hotel’s entrance.  
“The people of Harlem are go-
ing to have to get used to it.  We’ll 
have to see what happens.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students complain of long waits for packages

After 40 years, new hotel to open in West Harlem

CHRISTINA PHAN FOR SPECTATOR

ROOM SERVICE  |  The new Aloft Harlem, slated to open this month on 125th Street, will offer new 
jobs, but some worry the hotel will compete with local businesses and drive up neighborhood prices.

“The people of 
Harlem are going 
to have to get used 
to it.”

—Abraham Kane, resident

After arts week, West Harlem 
locals question cultural future
ARTS WEEK from front page

MAIL ROOM from front page

ALOFT from front page

that Columbia needs community 
and government support for—to 
get the University to answer resi-
dents’ questions.

“We’re in a relationship, but 
we’re Cinderella,” another lo-
cal said. “We’re the people who 
keep this neighborhood safe 
enough so you feel safe enough 
to make trip up here. It’s my 
home, it’s not your home. ... Over 
the years, I’ve grown resentful 
for my treatment in the neigh-
borhood by you guys.”

Kevin McCarthy, the head 
women’s soccer coach, said he has 
been spending time in Inwood 
since he was a Columbia soccer 
player in the 1980s and has seen 
firsthand how committed the ath-
letic department is to the area. 
“Student-athletes come here for 
four years, and they do grow fond 
of this neighborhood,” he said.

Ienuso said there is no 
timetable yet for the construc-
tion of the new building or the 
marshlands. 

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

Locals voice 
concerns over 
Baker Athletic 
Complex plans

KATE SCARBROUGH FOR SPECTATOR

POST OFFICE  |  Reorganization at the Package Center has increased overall efficiency, managers 
say. But some students still complain that deliveries have been processed slowly this semester. 

BAKER FIELD from front page
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OFF TARGET  |  Junior forward Marissa Schultz storms downfield against Fordham. The Lions have challenged every goalie they’ve faced this season, but have recently failed to put shots in the back of the net.

opportunities off of a throw-in 
and sent the ball toward—but not 
past—the goal line as time ex-
pired. The Lions earned another 
throw-in in the last seconds of 
double overtime but could not 
finish after the ball took an un-
favorable bounce.

“It’s good to have that at-
tacking intention up to the final 
minute and final seconds,” head 

coach Kevin McCarthy said. “We 
expect that, with that continued 
urgency, we’ll break through and 
get the goals we need.”

Columbia has now created 
last-minute scoring chances 
on several occasions in its past 
five games. Against Hofstra, 
Hostetler took two corners in 
the final 22 seconds of regula-
tion and junior forward Marissa 
Schultz took one as the first 
overtime ended. Hostetler also 

took a corner with 39 seconds 
left in double overtime against 
Lehigh.

Senior defender Lauren 
Cooke had a shot off of 
Hostetler’s second last-minute 
corner against Hofstra, but 
her header sailed high. After 
Schultz’s corner, Cooke took 
two shots that were both saved. 
Hofstra scored midway through 
the second overtime to earn a 
1-0 victory.

While the Lions have not 
scored many goals recently, 
they have generated threaten-
ing chances through their ag-
gressive play.

“Our team has been doing 
a great job at creating oppor-
tunities, getting endline, win-
ning corners and throw-ins, and 
shots on goal,” Hostetler said. 
“It’s just that final piece, and 
that last bit of focus, and that 
last little inch that everyone 

needs to give in order to get the 
final finishes.”

Scoring multiple goals will 
become even more important 
when Columbia faces Penn 
this weekend. The Quakers tal-
lied a combined seven goals in 
their first two Ivy games, both 
of which were victories.

While the Lions have posted 
six shutouts this year, they can-
not rely only on their defense 
against Penn. If the Lions hope 

to earn their second conference 
victory, they will need to score 
enough goals to counteract the 
Quakers’ powerful attack.

Columbia is confident that it 
will regain its scoring touch.

“It’s always frustrating when, 
as a team, we have one of those 
great opportunities where we 
just can’t, for whatever reason—
bad luck, or this, or that—we 
can’t get the goal in,” Hostetler 
said. “But it’s going to come.”

Light Blue must turn shots into goals as Ivy League competition heats up

widespread student apathy 
towards Columbia athletics, 
I can come up with only one 
adequate remedy. Columbia 
students are not interested in 
mediocrity. Elite-level stu-
dents expect everything as-
sociated with their institution 
to be elite. A single nationally 
prominent team buoyed by 
competitive, if not dominant, 
entrants into the remain-
ing sports would force those 
students to reconsider their 
opinion toward athletics.

While fencing and ar-
chery deserve their respec-
tive kudos for consistently 
figuring on the national stage 
of their sports, I am looking 
for a  sport that gets con-
sistent coverage by major 
sports outlets, a sport that 
would get a school’s athletic 
brand out there via consis-
tent success. It’s a short list. 
Football is out of the ques-
tion for the simple reason 
that Columbia competes in 
the Football Championship 
Series, while the Ohio States 
and Notre Dames of the world 
compete in the Football Bowl 
Series. Ivy League football 
is a completely different 
beast than the stuff you see 
on College Gameday every 
Saturday in the fall, and quite 
frankly that’s the way most 
Ivy League athletic directors 
want to keep it. 

Basketball offers some 
more promise, and Cornell 
proved last year that making 
noise in the tournament isn’t 
out of the question. The ever-
present, two-headed beast that 
makes the Ivy League the Ivy 
League—stringent admissions 
requirements and the lack of 
athletic scholarships—seem to 
be less of an issue when only 
five athletes are on the court 
at the same time. At the end 
of the day, however, Cornell’s 
Sweet 16 Cinderella run was 
just that—an anomaly, a glori-
ous intersection of fate, luck 
and talent that propelled an 
Ancient Eight program to 
the highest heights it could 
reasonably expect. The Big 
Red’s coach Steve Donahue 
acknowledged as much by 
leaving immediately afterward 
to take a far less daunting job, 
with far fewer restrictions, at 
Boston College. 

No, basketball and foot-
ball are not the answers. That 
does not mean that Columbia 
should not continue to do ev-
erything it can to compete in 

the two sports, just that they 
are not the answers to my 
quest for a consistent con-
tender for a national champi-
onship. No, the answer I am 
looking for is men’s lacrosse. 
Yes, the very same men’s 
lacrosse we do not currently 
have. It answers both of my 
criteria: large amounts of na-
tional interest for the sport in 
general and consistent com-
petition at the highest level by 
Ivy League programs.

A cursory glance at the at-
tendance figures of the last 
few Final Four weekends—
held every Memorial Day 
weekend, usually either in 
Foxborough or Baltimore—
shows that the fastest grow-
ing sport in America has 
hit the big time. The 2008 
national championship game 
saw 48,970 fans pack Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, and 
the previous year 52,004 
turned out for the Friday 
Final Four double-header in 
Baltimore. 

These numbers seem to be 
climbing, as the sport is still 
taking a foothold in much of 
the country—its growth po-
tential remains large. Despite 
lacrosse’s national popularity, 
however, Ivies have not been 
crowded out of the picture. 
Princeton remains one of the 
most storied programs in the 
sport, winning six national 
titles between 1992 and 2001. 
Cornell has supplanted the 
Tigers in recent years, advanc-
ing to the final two years ago 
and reaching the Final Four 
again last year. The Big Red’s 
repeat performance and the 
Tigers’ long history of suc-
cess demonstrate the potential 

there is for Ivy League pro-
grams to compete not just for 
league hardware, but for the 
granddaddy of them all—a na-
tional championship. Imagine 
if you could turn on the TV 
in your McBain lounge or 
EC townhouse to see class-
mates sporting Columbia 
Blue on ESPN every spring as 
they went deep in the NCAA 
tournament.

It’s not that farfetched 
either. We have a field and 
we have the goals, thanks to 
Columbia’s women’s team. 
Yes, it would require forty or 
so more athletes, but aside 
from the physical bodies, all 
that would be needed would 
be helmets, shoulder pads, 
and other equipment—and 
of course a coach. The added 
student-athletes wouldn’t 
even be that big of a burden 
on a campus where Columbia 
College just increased its class 
size by 50 students per class. 
If you assume that would 
mean 10 additional student-
athletes included in each 
class’ additional 50, you’re 
left with a four-to-one ratio 
that’s not a whole lot differ-
ent than what we have in the 
larger student body. 

What’s more, Columbia’s 
coach would have in his back-
yard one of the absolute hot-
beds of high school lacrosse—
Long Island. Upstate New 
York knows its way around the 
national high school lacrosse 
scene, too.  Talk about an edge 
on the recruiting trail.

For me, it’s a no-brainer. 
At a school with a single-digit 
admissions percentage, people 
are competitive, no matter what 
they’re doing. I’m convinced 
Columbia needs athletics to 
bring together a fragmented 
student body and develop a 
sense of community on campus. 
In order to achieve that sense of 
community—to pack a stadium 
or a gym full of students wear-
ing the same color and root-
ing for the same thing—those 
students have to believe that the 
product on the court or the field 
is worth their time. 

Right now, many students 
are prioritizing their books 
and Butler over face paint and 
Baker. With a national cham-
pion waiting just a few stops up 
the one train, I’m not so sure 
they would. 

Zach Glubiak is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in 

history.  He is a member of the 
varsity men’s soccer team. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

CU athletics shouldn’t stop with squash

The men’s team will not play 
any other Ivies in dual matches 
this season.

“For us, with just one re-
cruiting class, we don’t have 
the depth to compete with 
other [Ivy] schools right now,” 
Swanepoel said. “We’re look-
ing at a couple more recruiting 
years before we can compete 
with those guys.”

Though both teams only 
have one recruiting class, they 
aren’t starting from scratch—
the women’s club team finished 
25th in the rankings last year 
and the men finished 35th. Both 
Swanepoel and Engman expect 
their freshman classes to have a 
large impact, though.

“I think we’ll probably end 
up No. 15-17 in the country—last 
year we ended at 25, so that’s 
a pretty big jump,” Engman 
said. “I think we’ll make a big 
improvement.”

Swanepoel also believes his 
squad will improve significantly 
this season. “We expect to jump 
about 15 spots in the rankings,” 
he said.

Though it will take some 
time to build the programs up 
to the point where they can com-
pete against their conference 

rivals, Engman and Swanepoel 
both feel as if they can get their 
squads there. They also believe 
that, even though Columbia’s 
varsity program is brand-new, 
they have an advantage over the 
rest of the league: New York City.

“I think the program is going 
to be really successful because 
there are so many things going 
for it,” Engman said. “Just being 
an Ivy League school in New 
York City—New York is a great 
area for squash.”

“I think it’s a very unique sort 
of attraction, especially being in 
New York City,” Swanepoel said 
of Columbia. “A big part of what 
we do is, we’re going to recruit 
a mix of U.S. and international 
kids. It [Columbia] and the city 
is better known to the rest of the 
world than Cornell or UPenn.”

The Lions will get a chance to 
see how they currently stack up 
against the rest of the conference 
at the Ivy Scrimmages Nov. 6-7 in 
New Haven, Conn. 

Squash to begin varsity play a year early

Imagine if you 
could turn on the 
TV in your McBain 
lounge or EC 
townhouse to see 
classmates sporting 
Columbia Blue 
on ESPN every 
spring as they went 
deep in the NCAA 
tournament. 

SQUASH from back page GLUBIAK from back page

INFOCUS from back page

FILE PHOTO

BACKHAND |  Columbia men’s squash welcomes its first-ever 
recruiting class to campus this year.
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last 5 gamesfirst 5 gamesThough the Lions haven’t had much 
trouble creating scoring opportunites 
this season, recently they have struggled 
to capitalize on these opportunities. 
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BY MOLLY TOW
Columbia Daily Spectator

harvard 2-1 yale
On Saturday, the Harvard women’s 

soccer team defeated Yale 2-1. The 
Crimson was first on 
the board in the 14th 
minute with a goal by 
Katherine Sheeleigh, 
who volleyed the ball 
into the net after re-
ceiving a header from 
Peyton Johnson. The score remained 
1-0 for the duration of the first half, 
despite a chance at an open goal for 
the Bulldogs in the last five minutes. 
Harvard struck again midway into the 
second half with a penalty kick.  In 
the last three minutes, Yale was able 
to avoid the shutout by scoring on a 

rebound goal by Mary Kubiuk, but 
Harvard still prevailed. Goalkeeper 
Jessica Wright made seven saves for 
the Crimson in the win.

penn 3-0 cornell, army 1-0 penn
On Friday, the Penn women’s soccer 

team shut out Cornell 3-0. Freshman 
Kerry Scalora, who scored both goals for 
the Quakers in their last game, scored 
Penn’s first goal just seven minutes into 
the game. It was an especially success-
ful day for senior Sarah Friedman, who 
scored the second goal in the 14th min-
ute and assisted the third early in the 
second half.

On Sunday, the Quakers took on 
Army, which had nine shutout wins 
out of 12 games prior to this matchup. 
In the 25th minute, Penn conceded the 
only goal of the game on a header that 

ricocheted off the crossbar and rolled 
over the goal line. Penn outshot Army 
in the second half but was not able to 
find the back of the net.

princeton 2-1 dartmouth
On Saturday, the Princeton wom-

en’s soccer team topped Dartmouth 2-1 
behind a pair of goals by sophomore 
Caitlin Blosser.  Her first goal came in 
the 18th minute when she was left open 
to slot it by the Dartmouth keeper. The 
Big Green was able to equalize in the 
43rd minute with a goal by freshman 
Marina Moschitto which was assisted 
by freshman Chrissy Lozier. Princeton 
was on the attack from the first whistle 
of the second half, keeping the ball in 
its offensive third. Blosser’s second 
goal came in the 58th minute, when she 
took advantage of a loose ball inside 

the box and put Princeton ahead 2-1.  
Dartmouth had multiple scoring op-
portunities as the half progressed, but 
the strong Tiger defense and keeper 
Kristin Watson were able to shut it 
down in the end.

cornell 2-0 colgate
On Sunday, the Cornell women’s 

soccer team beat Colgate 2-0. Midway 
through the second half, junior Brook 
Chang ran onto a ball near the penal-
ty spot and one-touched it inside the 
far post. Cornell showed solid defense 
throughout the game and only allowed 
one Colgate shot in the second half. 
With three minutes left to play, sopho-
more Maneesha Chitanvis doubled the 
score, receiving a long ball off of a coun-
terattack strategy and blasting it past 
the keeper inside the near post.

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Creating scoring opportunities is one 
thing. Scoring goals is another. And for 
the Columbia women’s soccer team, the 
two have not gone to-
gether as frequently as 
desired in recent games.

Columbia (6-2-2, 1-0-
1 Ivy) tallied just four 
goals in its past five 
matchups and scored 
multiple goals in only one of those 
games, a 2-1 victory at St. John’s. At the 
start of the season, the Lions won four 

of five contests and scored a combined 
10 goals.

In each of its past two games, a 1-1 
tie with Lehigh and a 0-0 draw with 
Brown, Columbia took seven shots on 
goal. The Lions had eight corner kicks 
against Lehigh and 11 against Brown, 
but still struggled to score.

A major reason for Columbia’s early 
success was its ability to score off of set 
pieces. Senior defender Kelly Hostetler 
racked up four assists in Columbia’s first 
five games because her teammates sent 
her well-placed corners into the net. 
Since then, the Lions have not scored 
off of her corners.

While Columbia went a respectable 
2-1-2 in its last five games, the Lions 
have shown that they can do better. 
Columbia is still attacking in the final 
third, and Hostetler is still as on-tar-
get as she was earlier this year, but the 
Lions are not finishing their chances.   

Even when Columbia’s execution has 
been perfect, the Lions have achieved 
disappointing results. Columbia took 
four shots after a Hostetler corner 
against Cornell, for example, but did 
not find the back of the net.

The Lions’ failure to score was due 
not to a lack of effort or to bad touch-
es, but to an alert Cornell defense. 

Columbia’s first two shots were saved, 
while the third was blocked by a de-
fender. Only the final shot, by junior 
midfielder Nora Dooley, missed its mark 
in a major way.

Columbia struggled similarly against 
Brown on Saturday. Freshman for-
ward Coleen Rizzo got her head on a 
Hostetler corner late in the first half 
and appeared in position to score, but 
Brown freshman Amber Bledsoe pre-
vented the goal with a diving save.

With about 15 seconds left in reg-
ulation, Columbia had three scoring 

Princeton, Penn women top Ivy League with two wins apiece

Despite creating chances, Lions struggle to score in recent matches

SEE INFOCUS, page 7
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VARSITY LETTER  |  Columbia squash faces the daunting task of catching up with other nationally prominent Ivy squads, although the club teams provide a solid base for both the men and women. 

With the addi-
tion of men’s 

and women’s squash 
for the 2010-2011 
academic year, the 
inevitable question 
arises: What could 
be next? 

The immediate 
answer seems to be, 
quite frankly, noth-
ing. The amount 
of man-hours and 
dollars required 
to start a new 
Division I program 
from scratch is more than daunting—
it’s downright frightening. And the 
Columbia athletics department is not 
going to be game to even consider 
investing that kind of time and effort 
without an assurance that it will be 
rewarded with a competitive product 
on the field, no guarantee for a coach 
who would have to start his recruit-
ing efforts from scratch.

Despite all of that, I absolutely 
think we should consider adding an-
other sport. My reasoning is simple: 
we could win national champion-
ships. And not just any national 
championship, but the kind that gets 
you live telecasts on ESPN and high-
lights on SportsCenter.

When I think about what it would 
take to change what appears to be 

Men’s lacrosse 
is CU’s ticket to 
the big time

Boom 
Goes 
the 
Dynamite

ZACH
GLUBIAK

around 
the 

league

in
focus

SEE GLUBIAK, page 7

New era begins 
for Columbia 
squash

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In a month, the 2010-2011 Ancient Eight 
squash season will kick off with the Ivy 
Scrimmages. This year, though, there will ac-
tually be eight varsity squads in attendance, as 
Columbia has finally added varsity men’s and 
women’s squash teams.

The squash teams’ progression from the club 
level to the varsity level began in October 2007, 
when Athletic Director M. Dianne Murphy an-
nounced that a donation from Geoff Grant, SEAS 
’82, and his wife, Annette, BC ’83, had been given 
to the athletic department to set up an endow-
ment for a varsity squash program. At the time 
of that announcement, the plan was to add these 
two teams in 2011, but Columbia will join the rest 
of the Ivy League a year earlier and begin play on 
the varsity level this season.

“We sort of got to the point over the summer 
where all of our resources were in place, and it 
didn’t make sense for us to stall for another year,” 
men’s squash head coach Jacques Swanepoel said. 
“If we went a year earlier, we could bring in re-
cruits a year earlier, so it just really made sense 
for us to take the step a year early.”

Though the squads have officially gone var-
sity, they will not be playing a full Ivy schedule. 
This decision was largely based on the caliber of 
the other Ancient Eight teams, all of which are 
nationally ranked.

“The teams we hope to compete with in the 
future are very strong, obviously, so we are not 
playing all of them this year because it’s just a bru-
tal schedule,” women’s squash head coach Kelsey 
Engman said. “We’re building up and we’re much 
stronger than we were last year, but we’re not 
quite there yet.”

Last season, all seven Ivy women’s squads 
finished in the top 10 of the College Squash 
Association’s end-of-season rankings, with 
Harvard, Penn, Yale, and Princeton occupying 
four of the top five spots. On the men’s side, every 
Ancient Eight team finished in the top 10 as well, 
with the exception of Brown, which finished 15th.

The Light Blue women will play Princeton, 
which finished last year at No. 5, for Columbia’s 
first match following the scrimmages.

“They will play some teams that are really 
strong that we hope to compete with in the fu-
ture, and they will also play some teams that they 
played last year who they’ll beat more easily this 
year,” Engman said of the schedule. “We tried to 
make it a good mix so they just have some really 
good competition.”

SEE SQUASH, page 7
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