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BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Holding up a sign reading 
“Columbia Students Against 
Greed” and whistling the beat to 
the chant, “Show me what de-
mocracy looks like! This is what 
democracy looks like!,” Maya 
Gaul, CC ’13, marched down to 
Wall Street on Wednesday with 
about 100 other students.

They joined thousands 
of people at City Hall after a 
walkout in solidarity with the 
Occupy Wall Street protests, 
which have been taking place 
since Sept. 17. Students met out-
side the campus gates before 
heading downtown to join com-
munity groups and a number of 
large unions, as well as students 
from SUNY and CUNY. 

But even though solidarity 
with Occupy Wall Street was the 
main uniting factor for the pro-
testors, students and faculty had 
dozens of reasons for attending.

One student, Trenton Barnes, 
CC ’12, was arrested last week at 
one of the protests. The son of 
factory workers, Barnes said his 
parents support his participation 
in Occupy Wall Street.

“My dad was sick and had to 
take too much time off work,” 
Barnes said, explaining how his 
dad lost his job.

Sam Shuman, GS/JTS ’13, 
said his personal situation was 
much different, but he still want-
ed to participate.

“I am a privileged, white man 
who fancily doesn’t have to deal 
with a lot of the problems that 
I’m fighting for on a day-to-day 
basis,” Shuman said. “Whenever 

there is abuse going on, it needs 
to be addressed.”

Initially marked as a youth 
movement, Occupy Wall Street 
has now attracted people of all 
ages, including Columbia faculty 
and alumni. Some professors en-
couraged their students to walk 
out, while others participated in 
the walkout themselves. 

Mae Ngai, Lung Family 
Professor of Asian American 
Studies and professor of history, 
and Michael Thaddeus, associate 
professor of mathematics, met at 
the gates and rode the subway 
downtown with students.

“This march doesn’t have a 
well-defined agenda,” Thaddeus 
said. “It’s a way to allow the ordi-
nary citizen to display outrage.”

Ngai added that if she had 
class during that time, she would 
have canceled it.

“We’re mad too,” she said.

how it came together
CUNY and SUNY students or-

ganized a walkout this summer in 
order to challenge soaring tuition 
rates and cuts to faculty benefits.

Yoni Golijov, CC ’12 and one 
of the organizers of the walkout, 
attended some of the planning 
meetings over the summer, but 
didn’t think to bring the move-
ment to Columbia. But after 
the emergence of Occupy Wall 
Street, a protest against corpo-
rate greed, unemployment, and 
corrupt financial institutions, 
students saw cause to join the 
two protests.

“Student debt affects private 
schools as well,” Golijov said. 

BY YASMIN GAGNE
Columbia Daily Spectator 

The University Senate will 
host a town hall next Monday for 
students and faculty to debate a 
campus-wide smoking ban, but 
it’s still unclear whether the cur-
rent rules are being enforced 
effectively.

The current smoking ban 
prohibits smoking within 20 feet 
of buildings, and new signs have 
been posted around building 

entrances this fall. But some in-
volved in the smoking ban de-
bate say that the policy remains 
unclear to most students.

Student senator Alex 
Frouman, CC ’12, who helped 
develop the 20-foot rule in 
the senate last year, said the 
ban’s implementation has been 
ineffective. 

“Facilities have moved ash-
trays. Sometimes these have 
been moved back. Signs have 
been put up,” Frouman said. “It 

has not been effective because 
it has not been communicated 
with a centralized voice to every 
member of the community.”

Business School professor 
and senator Mark Cohen, who 
has led the push for a full cam-
pus smoking ban, agreed that the 
current policy has had little ef-
fect on campus.

“It has not been particularly 
apparent,” Cohen said.

But Vice President of Student 
and Administrative Services 
Scott Wright, who has worked 
on the policy’s enforcement 
across campus though he is only 
responsible for the residence 
halls and Lerner Hall, said it has 
been implemented effectively by 
moving ashtrays and putting up 
the new signs. 

“One of the ways I felt I did 
communicate it in spring was 
through Spec and Bwog and 
campus email,” he said.

Wright added that he has no-
ticed some “change in behavior” 
on campus, especially a notable 
decline in smoking on the plaza 
outside the International Affairs 
Building.

“I have yet to have a single 
person say to me, ‘What 20-foot 
rule?’” Wright said. “I’m not sure 
I agree with people not know-
ing about 20-foot rule because 
I don’t see people violating it 
where there are signs.”

But Wright said that he sup-
ports Cohen’s effort to ban 
smoking from campus entirely, 
saying he always viewed the 20-
foot compromise as a stepping-
stone to a full ban.

“I definitely support a full 
ban—not only smoke-free but to-
bacco-free campus,” Wright said.

The town hall to debate a full 
ban will be held Monday at 4:30 
p.m. in 104 Jerome Greene Hall. 

BY JESSICA STALLONE
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard students are already 
protesting a decision to require 
students to pay four years of 
full-time tuition.

Dean Avis Hinkson an-
nounced on Wednesday that 
starting next fall, all students 
will be required to pay full-
time fees for every semester in 
which they are enrolled—end-
ing the practice that allowed 
many seniors to pay part-time 
tuition to begin a job or an in-
ternship, and alarming stu-
dents who will have to rethink 
their senior year plans.

In an email sent to Barnard 
students, Hinkson said they were 
making the change “in order to 
be financially responsible.”

“Our staffing and financial 
plans are developed based on 
full-time enrollment projections. 
A practice of students opting 
to become part-time students 
means that our resources are 
not being used at the optimum 
level,” Hinkson said.

Current enrollment practice 
has allowed students, usually 
second-semester seniors, who 
are taking fewer than 12 credits 
per semester to pay tuition as a 
part-time student. 

Barnard has not released 
the number of students who 
were actually taking advantage 
of that practice. Also unclear is 
how the policy change will affect 
students enrolled in the joint 
program with Barnard and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, 
who pay part-time tuition to 

Barnard during some semesters, 
though the change will not af-
fect students choosing to gradu-
ate early.

Still, it will likely prompt 
some Barnard students to re-
examine their program plans. 
Many Barnard students said 
they were caught off guard by 
the change, and called it unrea-
sonable following the recent rise 
in annual tuition and last year’s 
implementation of a mandatory 
meal plan.

Hannah Goodman, BC/JTS 
’12 and List College Student 
Council president, called 
the policy change unfair for 
Barnard students.

“Barnard is expensive, and 
if a student wants to save some 

Students, professors 
join Wall St. walkout 
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SHOW OF SOLIDARITY  |  Clockwise from top: Alex Klein, CC ’12, directs students outside the gates; Virgilio Lazardi, CC ’15, and 
Vincente Atria protest among other Columbia students; and Helene Barthelemy, CC ’13, makes a protest sign at 116th Street. 
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SMOKE OUT |  The effectiveness and possible expansion of the 
smoking ban will be discussed at a University Senate town hall. 

SEE PROTEST, page 2

SEE SMOKING BAN, page 6

SEE TUITION, page 6

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Staff Writer

On one Harlem corner, 
Starbucks is serving the neighbor-
hood with more than just coffee.

Starbucks announced on 
Tuesday that it is working 
with the nonprofit Abyssinian 
Development Corporation to 
provide Harlem residents with 
business training. The coffee 
chain will fund the program by 
donating five cents of every pur-
chase made at its 125th Street and 
Lenox Avenue location, the first 
Starbucks in Harlem, to the ADC.

At the Lenox Starbucks, local 
residents said they were thrilled 
that the partnership was mov-
ing forward—and to grab the free 
coffee being distributed outside.

“It’s nice when you have the 
success, and you give it back 
to the community,” resident 

Patricia Dowson said, drinking 
her free coffee.

Reverend Dr. Calvin Butts of 
Abyssinian Baptist Church co-
founded ADC in 1989 in order 
to expand his church’s efforts 
to improve the quality of life in 
the Harlem community, and the 
development corporation now 
runs several housing, commer-
cial development, and youth 
programs in Harlem. 

The Abyssinian program, 
which Starbucks says it will 
donate at least $100,000 to in 
its first year, will focus on after-
school programs, and Starbucks 
itself will offer job training 
and management assistance 
for local residents at its Lenox 
Avenue store.

Sheena Wright, CEO of 
Abyssinian Development 
Corporation and a Columbia 
alumna, said that Starbucks is a 

natural fit for ADC, considering 
its function as a “town center” 
for the communities it serves.

“It gives residents in this 
community the opportunity to 
invest directly into changing the 
outcome for young people, for 
seniors, and for other vulner-
able people in this population,” 
Wright said of the program. 

Over the years, Abyssinian 
has been responsible for many 
major renovations and new 
developments in Harlem, in-
cluding the opening of several 
Pathmark Supermarkets and 
the Harlem Center on 125th 
and Lenox, home to Staples 
and Marshalls. Those decisions 
have led to criticisms that ADC 
is aiding in the gentrification of 
the neighborhood by allowing 
large chains to come into their 

SEE STARBUCKS, page 6

Liga Filipina hosts an all-you-can-eat 
sit-down dinner with adobo, lumpia, 
and turon, along with performances.

Lerner Party Space, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

WEATHER

Forward/midfielder Alexa Yow was 
recently recognized for a standout 
performance against Brown. 
Dedication and persistence have 
earned her increased playing time.

Pair of goals earns 
first year Ivy honors

SPORTS, PAGE 6

Student group Columbia StarCraft 
participates in intercollegiate gaming 
competitions and is seeking club 
recognition.

Can video-gaming be 
a sport?

A&E, PAGE 3 EVENTS

Today

67°/ 46°

Tomorrow

67°/ 51°

Full-time tuition changes anger BC students Smoking ban enforcement questioned

Starbucks starts Harlem job skills program 

Taste of the Philippines

Columbians join CUNY, SUNY 
students to protest rising tuition

OPINION, PAGE 4

Jeremy Liss discusses how we’re 
missing out if we’re on a meal plan. 

Fulfilling appetites

Nicole Dussault argues we’re lucky 
not to be limited by our illnesses.  

Health and wealth
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BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI
Columbia Daily Spectator 

An architectural design 
competition has set its sights, 
and its drafting boards, on revi-
talizing a former marine trans-
fer station at 135th Street on 
the Hudson River. 

The E-shaped building sitting 
on top of four piers was once a 
waste-processing site and ac-
cess point for boats and barges, 
though it has been vacant since 
1999. Now, local residents are 
hoping that the Harlem Edge/
Cultivating Connections com-
petition will help bring new life 
to the station by developing fea-
sible new ideas for the space.

Savona Bailey-McClain, 
chair of Community Board 9’s 
Waterfront Committee, ac-
knowledged that realizing a new 
vision for the station has been “a 
long process.”

Plans for the station, which 
is adjacent to the West Harlem 
Piers Park, have been debated 
by CB9 for over three years. 
In 2009, the board approved 
plan that included a vertical 
green wall, solar panels, and a 
restaurant space equipped for 
aquafarming.

But the board has not 
been able to move plans for-
ward without an independent 

assessment of the site conducted 
by the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation, at 
the cost of $300,000. McClain 
said that the board hoped that 
the competition, sponsored 
by the Emerging New York 
Architects Committee, would 
generate buzz to attract con-
tributors to the study.

“ENYA engaging this site 
makes the project more sexy, 
more interesting, and opens us 
up for a lot of different possibili-
ties, so people will pay attention 
and we can actually realize some 
of this,” said McClain.

ENYA’s previous design com-
petitions have focused on sites 
such as Manhattan’s South Street 
Seaport and High Bridge be-
tween Manhattan and the Bronx. 
Competition planner Matt Tenan 
said that “having a good basis for 
giving back to the community” 
was an important factor in the 
group’s selection of a site.

“The difference between 
working in previous commu-
nities and working in Harlem 
is that with previous sites we 
looked at it like, ‘This is what we 
think the area needs.’ With this 
site it was, ‘What does the area 
actually need itself,’” Tenan said.

The competitions typically 
attract competitors from art and 
architecture schools, Tenan said. 

Winners are awarded cash priz-
es and their submissions are dis-
played at New York City’s Center 
for Architecture.

“This is an ideas competition, 
but we hope that the city and 
Community Board 9 will look at 
the ideas and will learn and grow 
from there,” said ENYA co-chair 
Venesa Alicea.

Nourishing NYC, a nonprofit 
that promotes the importance 
of nutritional health and educa-
tion, is looking to use the space. 
Its founder, Gina Keatley, said 
she hopes that the site can be 
“a kitchen, a facility to distrib-
ute, and a garden to grow locally 
right in Harlem.” 

“We want to change the food 
culture of Harlem, and help 
people live longer, healthier 
lives and understand food,” 
said Keatley. 

McClain maintains that “an 
open process” will be held to 
decide who will eventually oc-
cupy the site, but that the com-
munity board is interested in 
sustainability and growing more 
organic produce in Harlem, with 
a focus on local job creation.

“In the past, this competition 
was an opportunity to engage 
with the community. This is a 
good start to inform the future,” 
Alicea said.
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Contest brings new designs to Hudson
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WATER WORLD  |  This former marine transfer station is the target of a redesign competition.

BY ANA BARIC
Columbia Daily Spectator 
	
Despite two data leaks in 

the last two years, Columbia 
doesn’t have unified set of data 
security standards—something 
a University Senate committee 
is working with CUIT to create.

In April, the senate’s 
Information and Communications 
Technology committee reported 
that although Columbia University 
Information Technology “has a 
large number of well-developed 
and well-defined policies that 
govern data management and 
security … many members of the 
Columbia University community 
may not realize how important 
these policies are,” or even that 
they exist.

University senator Kenny 
Durell, CC ’12 and a member of 
the committee, attributes that to 
the decentralized nature of the 
University, which made it im-
portant to begin creating com-
prehensive guidelines.

“We have come up with 
what we think a University-
wide policy should be, but im-
plementing that is much tough-
er,” Durell said. 

The committee has recom-
mended that CUIT take a pro-
active role in educating students, 
faculty, and administrators 
about creating strong pass-
words, guarding against hackers, 
and using firewalls, and recom-
mended creating a Permanent 
Data Governance Committee.

The recommendations ex-
tend to how faculty and admin-
istrators handle others’ data as 
well. The committee said that 
they should be made aware that 
Social Security numbers, stu-
dent medical and financial re-
cords, drivers license numbers, 
and credit card numbers are 
among the most sensitive types 
of data, which should be saved 
on shared servers, not personal 
hard drives.

The senate recommendations 
have already made some impact. 
CUIT Vice President Candace 
Fleming said in an email that, 
in response, CUIT is working to 
“create data dictionaries of infor-
mation” that explain things such 
as what data should be treated 
with what level of sensitivity.

The recommendations have 

not yet been implemented, al-
though Durell believes they 
will be.  

“Thankfully, because most 
people involved in high-level 
tech at this school sit on the 
committee, there is a very good 
chance that these recommenda-
tions will come true,” Durell said.

This examination of data se-
curity by the senate included dis-
cussion of a July 2010 incident in 
which data relating to about 6,800 
intensive care unit patients in 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
and Columbia University Medical 
Center was accidentally posted 
online. The information—which 
included names, addresses, clini-
cal data, and, in 10 cases, Social 
Security numbers—was indexed 
by Google.

Fleming said that the 
last security breach on the 
Morningside Heights campus 
was in January 2010, with the 
theft of three notebook com-
puters containing personal in-
formation from the offices of 
Columbia College. But Fleming 
said that Columbia has started 
taking steps to rectify data se-
curity problems in advance of 
the senate recommendations, 
including increased physical se-
curity of offices and encryption 
of laptop storage drives.

According to Robert Sideli, 
CUMC’s chief information of-
ficer and a bioinformatics pro-
fessor, CUMC also took action 
after the July 2010 incident. The 
University closed the CUMC 
system as soon as it discovered 
the leak, reported the breach 
to the federal and state govern-
ments, informed all affected 
patients, and also offered fraud 
protection services to patients 
whose Social Security numbers 
had been released, he said.

But in a longer-term response 
to the data leak, CUMC has start-
ed requiring all multiuser com-
puter systems to be registered 
and certified. As of May 2011, 
systems containing patient or 
staff information, or other sen-
sitive data, go through a “rigor-
ous certification process” which 
consists of  “a series of questions 
where we interrogate the techni-
cal owner of the system,” Sideli 
said.

“Rather than relying on 
someone knowing what the 

policy is and taking the correct 
action to implement it, we are 
actually finding and discover-
ing all the systems we need to 
protect and are putting them 
through a certification pro-
gram,” he said.

That new policy is being 
implemented in tandem with 
other new security measures 
at CUMC, such as disabling 
Cubmail auto-forwarding to 
external email systems such as 
Gmail, and “private clouds” for 
remote data storage, Sideli said. 

New and expanded security 
measures have recently been ini-
tiated on the Morningside cam-
pus as well. 

Ron Forino, CUIT’s direc-
tor of enterprise reporting, said 
that CUIT is currently working 
to implement a new set of appli-
cations designed to manage the 
University’s financial data.

But one complication for 
data security at Morningside is 
that CUIT has no authority over 
several other school-specific 
computing offices on campus, 
including Columbia College 
Information Technology, and 
computing departments at the 
Law School and the School 
of International and Public 
Affairs. 

As Nelson Padilla, an associ-
ate technology service techni-
cian at CUIT, put it, there are 
“decentralized autonomous 
groups” focusing on informa-
tion technology.

Padilla added that “sensitive 
information is being phased out 
… Social Securities are being tak-
en out of the system and replaced 
with challenge questions.”

For Durell, distributing in-
formation about proper securi-
ty procedures is paramount. But 
even Durell, who’s worked on 
coming up with recommenda-
tions, said data security isn’t al-
ways the first thing on his mind.

“As a student, I don’t know 
how often I think about what 
is safest for my computer. I do 
have a password on my comput-
er and iPhone now, and those are 
minor things I can do,” he said. 
“Beyond that, however, I think 
it’s something that students 
don’t think about very much. 
And administrators seem to be 
very concerned about that.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

USenate, CUIT creating data security rules 

“We’re fighting for the same 
thing.”

Columbia students agreed, 
and some wanted to join Occupy 
Wall Street itself. Eventually the 
walkout was advertised through 
Facebook and by student groups, 
including CU Activists and the 
students organizing Ethnic 
Studies Week events.

For Salomeya Sobko, CC ’12, 
protesting against student debt 
hit home.

“I just found out that I have 
to take out $10,000 more in loans 
this week,” Sobko said, adding 
that both her financial aid award 
and her parents’ income have de-
creased this year.

The protesters also chanted 
in opposition to the arrests of 
700 people at Brooklyn Bridge 
last Saturday. 

“In part it is a response 
to the arrests,” said Yesenia 
Barragan, GSAS, who was 
present at Brooklyn Bridge on 
Saturday. “In part it shows that 
students are mobilizing and 
that we’re done being screwed 
by Wall Street. Many of us are 
in debt.”

‘wake up, walk out’
Students and faculty met at 

the gates on 116th Street around 
3:30 p.m., ready with whistles, 

chants, and signs reading, “Wake 
Up, Walk Out” and “Corporate. 
Greed. ... Redundant!”

Some students wore face 
paint, like Barnes, who also car-
ried a sign that read, “Down with 
Capitalism.”

“I’m trying to create a situa-
tion where people are thinking 
of living differently,” Barnes said, 
explaining the face paint. “I’ve 
dreamed about this.”

The excitement only grew as 
students boarded the downtown 
train, signs and all. 

Alexandra Afifi, CC ’12, said 
she was pleasantly surprised 
by the number of Columbia 
students and faculty who 
participated.

“I heard someone say, 
‘Columbia’s back’ on the train,” 
she said.

After exiting at Chambers 
Street and joining in with unions 
and protesters, the group from 
Columbia split up. A few stuck 
together, their chants adding to 
the thousands of people shaking 
tambourines and carrying signs 
at City Hall—including many 
union members, who showed 
up in full force for the first time 
on Wednesday.  

what comes next
Occupy Wall Street has now 

spread to other cities, includ-
ing Los Angeles, Chicago, and 

Boston. Solidarity events have 
also been held, or will be held, 
worldwide in Spain, Syria, and 
France, among other countries. 
October 15 has been designated 
a day of global solidarity.

Though critics have point-
ed to of a lack of focus in the 
protesters’ aims and a lack of 
focus on how the financial is-
sues affect minorities and im-
migrants, Goslijov said he has 
high hopes for the protests. He 
explained that a declaration of 
grievances has been outlined 
during general assemblies held 
by Occupy Wall Street, and said 
that working groups are coming 
together to work on widening 
the inclusion of people of color 
in the cause.

“We’re just outraged. We 
want to unite around the fact 
that we have a First Amendment 
right,” Golijov said. “We’re going 
to change the world.”

Not all of the people at yester-
day’s march were as optimistic, 
even though they’re supportive 
of the movement. 

Jason Resnikoff, GSAS, said 
this is probably something he’ll 
tell his children about one day.

“But it also depends on how 
it ends,” he said.

Parul Guliani contributed 
reporting. 

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com

Occupy Wall St. draws students, unions
PROTEST from front page
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MR. MONEYBAGS  |  Protesters at Occupy Wall Street brought provocative signs—and masks.



BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In place of the now defunct Angelina Pizza Bar, 
Papasito Mexican Grill & Agave Bar purports a 
very different cuisine, but its flavors end up just 
as American. 

The space at 2728 
Broadway (between 104th 
and 105th streets) has been transformed into a salsa 
club via a Southwest living room. Faux adobe walls 
are hung with paintings of brightly colored som-
breros and flooded with red light from overhead.

A meal at Papasito begins as all Mexican din-
ing experiences should—with a basket of com-
plimentary salsa and tortilla chips, though these 

tri-colored ones arrive a bit stale and under-salted. 
The waiter then tries the Mama Mexico trap of 
casually offering guacamole, which new patrons 
might not realize will cost them $8. Those who do 
decide to splurge (or get tricked) can choose the 
avocado staple in original, pineapple, or mango. 
The latter two choices add a little something ex-
tra to an otherwise fresh but unremarkable guac.

A dish that gets more inventive with the same 
main ingredient is the appetizer “Aguacate y 
Cangrejo.” Circlets of delicately cut avocado are 
arranged in a tower, alternating with a crunchy 
layer. Tender chunks of crab meat, cilantro, pico 
de gallo, and purportedly Dijon (the flavor is un-
detectable) fill the cylinder to the bottom. The 
dish is again fresh but lacking in zest until—and 

this is where the cultural cuisine confusion 
starts—one discovers the swirls of balsamic 
around the sides of the plate. A pink Hawaiian 
flower serves as an out-of-place garnish. “Filet 
Mignon y Queso Azul,” which is made with por-
tobello mushrooms and blue cheese, is equally 
puzzling on a Mexican menu. 

A trio of tacos seems more conventional. 
While most places dissuade guests from mixing 
and matching their taco fillings, Papasito offers a 
“choice of 3” on the menu. Unfortunately, those 
planning to make a full meal out of them may also 
need to choose three orders—they are doll-sized. 

The sea bass option sounds sophisticated but 
tastes fishy—the first dish to lack freshness. Chef 
Vasquez might have been better off sticking to a 
more familiar mahi-mahi or codfish filling. Making 
it a double strike-out seafood-wise, the shrimp 
were somehow sweet yet over-salted. And this 
is coming from a girl who individually salts each 
tortilla chip. Filet mignon turns out to be the best 
choice, even if it substitutes French fanciness for 
the usual carne asada name. The beef is as tender 
as if it had been stewed and oozes a comparable 
flavor. All three types come topped with a pinch of 
pico and a stripe of melted white cheese.

Unlike some other sit-down Mexican places 
(like Mama Mexico and Cascabel), Papasito of-
fers burritos. Chicken, steak, and shrimp are all 
overshadowed, though, by the yellow rice, which 
tastes suspiciously like Uncle Ben’s Spanish Style. 

Mediocre portion sizes may leave students 
less than full, but those who calculate a quick 
mental tab ($18 burrito + $10 appetizer) will be 
inclined to say no to a dessert menu. It doesn’t 
depart much from the requisite churros and tres 
leches cake anyway.

As for drinks, considering its full title, Papasito 
offers few options with agave listed as an ingre-
dient. One that does also includes St. Germain, 
muddled strawberries, fresh lime, and cherry to-
matoes—again, a perplexing addition. Cocktails 
are $12, or $20 for a Vaso Gigante size.

Fusion food may be a long-lasting trend in New 
York, but Papasito’s take feels unfocused. Just as 
overpriced as Mama Mexico, if more flavorfully 
decorated, Papasito doesn’t warrant foregoing a 
classic Taqueria y Fonda burrito.

Eating along Frederick Douglass is a walk in the park away
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MEXI-STYLE |  The skirt steak “Fajita Del Chef” ($30) is a two-person meal at Papasito Mexican 
Grill & Agave Bar, which recently opened in the former Angelina Pizza bar space on Broadway.

BY ANATOLE RAHMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Columbia StarCraft is a team of a different 
kind—one that plays on a virtual field. For stu-
dents who prefer Terrans, Zerg, and Protoss to 
Yankees, Mets, and Red 
Sox, it could be a team 
to root for.  

Columbia StarCraft 
is devoted to sharing its love of the real-time 
strategy video game StarCraft. The group began 
in 2010, around the same time as the forma-
tion of Collegiate StarLeague, an organization 
designed to bring together colleges and uni-
versities to play competitively. The group is 
part of a tournament circuit that spans many 
universities, with a competitive scene made up 
of teams and fans. 

StarCraft hosts practice sessions every 
Saturday at 1 p.m. These are followed by intra-
mural tournament matches between universities 
every Sunday at 4 p.m. The practice sessions are 
open to all members, some of whom can join 
the ranks of tournament players after winning 
a certain number of victories in these sessions.

The current coordinators of the group are 
Ben Graif, GS ’14, Alex Dong, CC ’14, and Max 
Gilmore, a fifth-year master’s student. 

With the release of StarCraft II in July 2010, 
Collegiate StarLeague—including Columbia 
StarCraft—has grown in popularity. This year 
in particular, the group has seen a huge increase 
in participation and in membership. 

“It went from being just the team to peo-
ple watching, getting involved, and watching 
matches online,” Graif said. 

Currently the group has 24 registered mem-
bers, with 43 online followers, although that 
number tends to grow during each streamed 
tournament match. When asked about the type 
of people who are drawn to the club, the coor-
dinators praise the diversity of its members. 
The coordinators represent two of Columbia’s 
undergraduate schools, as well as a graduate 
school. Followers are made up of mostly casual 
gamers rather than hardcore ones. 

“We have a lot of fans who don’t necessar-
ily play but want to join the team,” Dong said. 

Gilmore compares Columbia StarCraft and 
Collegiate StarLeague to intramural sports. 
“It’s a way to get together with a big group of 
people who share an interest in a fun, com-
petitive setting,” he said. Dong calls it “a much 
faster-paced game” than others.

The greatest challenge currently facing 
Columbia StarCraft is that of receiving club rec-
ognition from the Activities Board at Columbia. 
The coordinators say that being recognized as 
a club would solve many of the difficulties of 
running Columbia StarCraft. The group cur-
rently meets and competes online in chat rooms 
as well as on the StarCraft online server but 
would like a non-virtual environment for prac-
tice sessions and competitions. According to 
the coordinators, a physical meeting space 
would greatly boost their sense of community, 
as well as allow prospective students to become 
immediately oriented in their circle.

Gilmore acknowledges that the game can 
make “people feel at first that ... it’s a bit inac-
cessible, and are oftentimes scared off by how 
fast the game takes place.” Luckily, according 
to Graif, there is “an incredible amount of lit-
erature” to help newcomers adjust.

Also prohibitive to Columbia StarCraft’s 
recognition is the potential misconception of 
gamers as “nerds or loners.” “It’s very much 
the opposite,” Graif said, insisting that it’s more 
interesting to follow gamers than “professional 
athletes who earn six-figure salaries. These are 
normally college students with similar back-
grounds.” Gilmore added that the term “nerd” 
has lost much of its negative association and 
become “an endearing word.”

Ultimately, Columbia StarCraft is about 
meeting people. “I came in during the middle 
of the semester, and I didn’t know anyone,” 
Graif said. Tournament matches are streamed 
at www.twitch.tv/columbia_StarCraft.

“It’s much more fun doing something with 
people you know and at your school than com-
plete strangers,” Gilmore said. “It takes the en-
joyment of the game to another level.”

Columbia StarCraft’s next few matches are 
against New York University, whom the coordi-
nators call their “archrivals.” Across all teams, 
groups, and sports, some traditions always 
seem to be upheld.

Gaming is no 
loner sport 
for Columbia 
StarCraft group

Papasito joins the crop of MoHi Mexi joints but isn’t its cream

OCTOBER 6, 2011				    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT PAGE 3

When students arrive at Columbia, eateries on Broadway might seem like the best place to grab a bite. By second semester, though, 
Milano Market and Chipotle get boring, so people start to venture to Amsterdam for Kitchenette, Max Soha, and Taqueria y Fonda. 
When even those get old, students can trek across Morningside Park to Frederick Douglass Boulevard for even more exciting 
spots. In the last half-decade, a handful of new foodie havens have opened along this stretch of street, expanding the food scene in 
Harlem and Morningside Heights. Four stand-out eateries are featured below, but Zoma (2084 Frederick Douglass Blvd., at 113th Street), Melba’s (300 
114th St., at Frederick Douglass Boulevard), and Lido (2168 Frederick Douglass Blvd., at 117th Street) are also noteworthy.   —Danielle Blake

Harlem Tavern

This restaurant and beer garden 
opened over the summer and is always 
packed with customers, even during 
off hours. As the manager Amanda ex-
plained, they serve “glorified pub food”—
sandwiches, burgers, mussels, and oys-
ters. The tavern also offers 15 draft beers 
and another 30 bottled varieties. Each 
Saturday features a special event where 
a beer sponsor gives out samples and 
hosts a raffle. Radeberger sponsored a 
recent Saturday, and the raffle prize was 
a beach bike. 

2135 Frederick Douglass Blvd., at 116th 
Street

Levain Bakery

This bakery opened in Harlem, which 
is its third location, in March. The own-
ers live in Harlem and have always felt a 
connection to the neighborhood. Their 
Frederick Douglass Boulevard space 
is also much roomier than their other 
Manhattan location on 74th Street, which 
was established 16 years ago. The bak-
ery only makes four kinds of cookies, but 
they make them well. Each cookie is big-
ger than a fist and sold hot off a cookie 
sheet. Although the chocolate chip wal-
nut is the most featured and well known 
of their cookies, the dark chocolate pea-
nut butter chip is a local favorite. 

2167 Frederick Douglass Blvd., between 
116th and 117th streets 

5 & Diamond

Although located at 112th Street, this 
restaurant’s design creates the feel of a 
chic Lower East Side restaurant. The 
cuisine is American but with Spanish-
inspired flavors and twists brought by 
Chef David Martinez. “Ask our custom-
ers, and they will tell you that our signa-
ture mac ’n’ cheese and the 5 & Diamond 
burger are hands-down the best,” execu-
tive assistant Shaquita Matthews said. 
Interested students should check out 
the spot for Mac ’n’ Cheese Monday, 
when the restaurant offers five variet-
ies of their specialty for $8 to $11 and 
live music. 

2072 Frederick Douglass Blvd., between 
112th and 113th streets

Society

This little café is adorably chic, with exposed brick walls, photography featuring 
scenes from the Philippines, and large, square communal tables in the center. It is a great 
spot for students to work and eat—many patrons sip their fair-trade coffee as they sit on 
wooden benches and click away on laptops. Society, which opened six years ago, serves 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, as well as a full coffee and tea menu. Students should go 
for breakfast to try the red velvet waffles, their signature item, priced at $13 and served 
with piles of mascarpone. 

2104 Frederick Douglass Blvd., at 114th Street

FOOD & DRINK
REVIEW

FOOD & DRINK
REVIEW

VIDEO GAMES
FEATURE

LUKE HENDERSON FOR SPECTATOR

FOOD FEST  |  Recently opened Harlem Tavern (2135 Frederick Douglass Blvd.) and Levain Bakery 
(2167 Frederick Douglass Blvd.) are just two of the many spots worth the walk to Frederick Douglass.

“It’s much more fun doing 
something with people you 
know and at your school than 
complete strangers. It takes 
the enjoyment of the game to 
another level.”

—Max Gilmore,
fifth-year master’s student 

and co-coordinator 
of Columbia StarCraft



In my last column, I discussed the 
distinction between health and health 

care.  However, some may wonder why 
it is important to make a distinction be-
tween health and health care in the first 
place. Why does health matter?

Basically, the right to health is the 
right to opportunity. Because what does 
it mean to not be healthy? I like to put it 
this way. Let’s say that you are studying 
for your Columbia economics final. You 
have seven chapters of the book to read 
and a bazillion problem sets to complete 
before tomorrow.  But you have an aw-
ful, splitting headache. There is absolutely no way that 
you want to keep studying. In fact, there is really no way 
that you can keep studying, right? But here is the catch. 
You can take an Advil, have a short nap, eat a snack, drink 
some water, and probably feel much better, ready to hit the 
books again. 

But what happens when you live in a setting where you 
have not eaten all day, and there is no clean water and no air 
conditioning? What if you are not studying for an economics 
final, but trying to make enough money to feed your children 
that day? What if you do not have a headache, but tubercu-
losis? What if instead of just not having Advil, you do not 
even have access to the medicine that will cure your disease-
ridden body and rid you of its pernicious symptoms? What if 
you get less than four hours of sleep every night because you 
have to work all day just to break even? You may ask, “How 

on earth am I supposed to get through that?” 
The amazing thing is, though, that millions of people 

on this planet are doing just that: trying to survive despite 
the fact that they are weak from hunger, sick from lack of 
clean water, and unbelievably poor. I have heard so many 
people say, “If the poor would only work harder, they could 
lift themselves out of poverty.” But working harder does not 
always work, and it is not always an option. A lack of health 
is a lack of opportunities. If a person is sick, it severely limits 
his economic possibilities. 

Our health can affect our social interactions. Many dis-
eases, such as AIDS and leprosy, bear a social stigma. Thus 
those with an increased risk for disease (the poor) have an 
increased risk for discrimination.   

Our health plays a role in our economic lives. When your 
parents get sick with a cold, they can take a few days off 
from work, get better, and quickly return to their routines. 
But someone who has ill health will have a weaker immune 
system. Therefore, her body will not be able to fight off the 
disease as well. And if she lacks access to medicine, her 
body has to struggle through the disease by itself. It may 
take much longer time for the person to recover.  And if she 

works at a job where she is easily replaceable, such as in a 
factory, she may lose her job.  

And our health can even affect our political lives. If you 
are incredibly sick, it is much harder to participate in gov-
ernment, or to lead protests against the government, or to 
engage in the political process at all.  

It’s all about agency—the control we have over our lives. 
When you do not have proper health, you lose some of that 
control (especially if you do not have access to the means to 
regain your health).  And thus you lose some of your abil-
ity to live to your full potential.  Can you imagine what the 
world would be like if everyone on this planet were healthy?  
Think of the scientific progress of the past century—so 
many brilliant people contributed to these developments. 
But they represent only a small fraction of the total human 
population who could contribute to innovations, if given the 
chance. Nothing limits scientific advancement more than 
when humans are prevented from innovating. And try inno-
vating if you are in the final stages of HIV/AIDS. 

Health is about giving people the chance to thrive. It is 
so unfair that one billion people on this planet have almost 
insurmountable obstacles (such as poverty or ill health) 
placed in their lives, and that therefore they have a much 
more difficult time living to their full potential. Given the 
chance, man can accomplish great things. But he often 
needs his health to have this chance in the first place.   

Nicole Dussault is a sophomore in Columbia College 
majoring in economics-political science. The Mirror Effect 

runs alternate Thursdays.

BY VIRGILIO URBINA LAZARDI

The scene is all too familiar. Wiping off the orange 
ooze of a Koronet slice, already cursing what will inevita-
bly become another bout of indigestion, I stride in the 
early hours of dawn toward the warm embrace of Alma, 
guided only by the glimmer of the teal copper roofing. 
Just as I can make out the outline of Furnald, a ragged 
shadow halts my advance. In a voice that tries to main-
tain its strength, in spite of the misery that weighs it 
down, he asks for a handful of dollars to buy a coat for 
the winter. Touched by his plea, I hastily reach for my 
wallet. However, as I look at this man in the eye, and 
watch him close his fist on the mere pittance I can give, it 
takes a substantial amount of willpower to hold back an 
embrace. For more than wallowing in pity, I feel ashamed 
that, in my seeming act of kindness, I have perpetuated 
the structure that keeps billions of human beings under 
crushing destitution.

Yet for the past three decades, the dominant strand of 
economic thought in the United States has taught us to ac-
cept that the vagabond is out there by his own volition. Of-
fered the gracious liberties of the free market, this parasitic 
lumpenproletariater has plummeted to obscurity through 
purely personal failings. As a result, the country has 
reached a point in time in which it is unable to recognize 
exploitation, degradation, and systemic flaws for what they 
are. Unfortunately, Columbia’s economics department has 
been largely responsible for promoting, refining, and incul-
cating these wayward principles. The result is that students, 
conditioned by the philosophy of “rational choice” and 
buoyed by a belief that unregulated capitalism is a purely 
meritocratic system that abounds with opportunity, for the 
most part have heartily embraced Thatcher’s immemorial 
phrase that “there is no alternative.”

This is most pronounced in the very act of charity. We 
as students continue to affirm that by being munificent we 
are simply covering blemishes in an otherwise functional 
system. By sparing change, purchasing certain brands, and 
volunteering in community service, we believe that we 
are all “solving” food insecurity, “chipping away” at the 
enormous income inequality gap, and “providing” universal 
occupational standards. Even as the wreckage of the latest 

financial crisis lies before them, too few go as far as to ques-
tion whether the dismantling of institutionalized public 
services, the continued assault upon organized labor, and 
the scaling back of external, non-market forces throughout 
the globe have had merit to their assumptions. It appears 
to be of no great concern to the political groups on campus 
that the American median household income has not been 
this low since 1996, while productivity, corporate profits, 
and executive compensation have all soared. Neither is the 
fact that a forcibly unorganized labor market is now con-
sidered an acceptable trade-off to prevent “wage compres-
sion,” even though it has stratified the American workforce 
while significantly decreasing job security. The neo-liberal 
model, along with its pillars of deregulation, privatization 
and methodological individualism, remains the only frame 
of our professors, despite the fact that its implementation 
has led towards industry monopolization, grave economic 
instability, and a swift redistribution of wealth toward a 
diminutive sliver of the populace. Sorely missing from the 
classroom are the notions of societal interdependence, 
empowerment, and solidarity.

The result of all this inculcation is the widespread ac-
ceptance by students that charity, accompanied by a “shift 
in attitude,” is the panacea for the downtrodden. Congress’ 
political clout is certainly of no help—close attention to po-
litical discourse lets us know how pervasive the belief that 
poverty can be solved by humanitarian acts of the superrich 
has actually become. Against the obstacles we face, how-
ever, charity is ultimately powerless. Do not misunderstand 
what I am trying to put forth. Never, Columbians, will I ask 
you to rebuff a starving child’s cries. Charity will and should 
always exist as an immediate reprieve. Yet I urge you, now 
more than ever, to recognize that there exist more profound 
systemic barriers to the egalitarian future we strive for, and 
that there are many vested, powerful interests in keeping 
the world structured the way it is.

Today, more Americans are living under the absurdly 
low poverty line than in the past half century. Next time you 
witness the shadow that roams Broadway, be aware that 
his haunt is not a bothersome exception to normality. This 
man is the normality of a system that we have internalized 
as natural.

The author is a Columbia College first-year. He is a mem-
ber of Youth for Debate, the International Socialist Organiza-
tion, and the New York Fencers Club.
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Beyond charity

Waylaid by disease

The 
Mirror 
Effect

NICOLE 
DUSSAULT
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A lack of health is a lack of 
opportunities.

This column would be easier to 
write if I were a terrible cook. I’d 

have the perfect recipe for my kind of 
opinion piece: throw in a hint of culi-
nary mishaps, my last shreds of dignity, 
stir for thirty minutes, and voilà! You 
have a Pulitzer-worthy article in three 
easy steps.

Unfortunately, the truth is a little 
more complicated. On a scale of “kitch-
en catastrophic” to “kitchen comfort-
able,” I’d describe myself as “kitchen 
competent.” I may not be able to sim-
mer a stew or fry a frittata, but I can zap a hot dog in the 
microwave with the best of ‘em. The fire department has 
never come to my rescue (to be fair, I didn’t call them) 
and the tips of my appendages are all intact (circumci-
sion aside). So why do I eat takeout almost every meal?

Well, it’s a long story. Let’s start from conception... of a 
terrible idea, to be clear.  

Columbia infantilizes first-years by requiring them 
to sign up for a dining plan. As an incoming first-year, I 
pictured the school as a Jewish mother, shoveling half 
a cow onto my plate and complaining about how skinny 
I am. I’ve since learned that the administration is more 
like an ambiguously related cousin, but I was young and 
naïve back then.

Full of enthusiasm and college spirit, I decided to sign 
up for the most comprehensive plan available: 19 meals 
per week and 75 Dining Dollars per term, plus 15 float-
ing meals and 6 Faculty meals. (How is it possible to eat 
19 meals per week if John Jay is only open twice a day? 
Beats me... but I digress.)

At first I enjoyed eating at a dining hall every day. It 
actually felt liberating. For lunch I’d load up my tray with 
a bowl of Apple Jacks, a glass of Diet Pepsi, and a giant 
cup of frozen yogurt. Dinners usually consisted of pasta 
with tomato sauce and a huge dollop of hummus as an 
appetizer. Perhaps, if I felt particularly daring, I’d spring 
for a stale sesame bagel. But such indulgences were few 
and far between.

Eight months and twenty pounds later, I found myself 
in a conundrum. A pickle, if you will. The end of spring 
term was a week away, and 30 meals and 150 dining dol-
lars lingered on my account. Faced with these daunting 
numbers, I had two options: resign myself to the fact that 
I’d been ripped off by Housing & Dining... or go on a mas-
sive spending spree. Can you guess which one I picked?

I managed to salvage most of the money I’d sunk 
into my meal plan, but I didn’t feel great about it. Sure, 
it’s nice to swipe a homeless person into John Jay for a 
free potato au gratin. And I guess it was cool to ransack 
Barnard’s eateries till they had to ban Columbia Dining 
Dollars… actually, that was awesome. No regrets.

Still, though, something didn’t add up. So, I performed 
the one act I swore I would never do again: a back-of-
the-envelope calculation. ($2,294 per term + a 10 percent 
surcharge for kosher food) ÷ (14 meals a week that I actu-
ally eat x 16 weeks) = $11.26 per meal. And that’s assum-
ing I actually ate at the dining hall for every meal.

Then I compared that price to those at local restau-
rants in Morningside Heights. A sandwich at Milano? 
Eight dollars. A slice of pizza at Koronet? Four dollars. 
Getting a first-year to swipe you into Hewitt because 
they can’t finish their pre-paid meals? Priceless. Granted, 
these aren’t the healthiest options out there, but you 
weren’t saving calories on a dining plan either.

And, if you shop for ingredients instead of pre-
pared food, you can probably save even more. Take a 
quick stroll to the farmer’s market, Westside, or M2M, 
and you can find some of the freshest organic foods in 
Manhattan (of course, “fresh” in New York is a relative 
term). You don’t even have to know how to cook. I like 
to invite friends over who get their thrills from naming 
the five-plus types of vegetables in their salad, and let 
them whip up the entire meal while I take my time with 
the potato peeler.

If all else fails, you can always just go to a dining hall 
and pay on the spot. You’ll only have to pay a dollar or 
two extra for not being on a meal plan, and there’s no risk 
of paying for a month’s worth of food you’ll never eat.

Still not persuaded to go off the meal plan? That’s fine. 
It’s not like I’m going to arm-wrestle you for it—I’m too 
weak from hunger.

Jeremy Liss is a junior in Columbia College majoring in 
English and comparative literature. He is the creative 

editor of The Current. Liss is More runs alternate 
Thursdays.
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I pictured the school as a Jewish 
mother, shoveling half a cow onto 
my plate. 
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DISSERTATION THERAPY
Work out thesis issues with local li-
censed psychoanalyst and seasoned 
editor. Contact Athur Pomponio, PhD 
(Comparative Literature), LP at (917) 
446-5076. Visit arthurpomponio.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

MUSIC PROF WANTED
Assess the world shifting masterpiece 
Nuclear Warrior. Will upgrade all mu-
sic schools. Email caljamscott@ya-
hoo.com

EGG DONOR NEEDED for Same Sex 
Couple. $15K-$20K + all expenses. 
Physician and Attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy, and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
WANTED: DATA ENTRY/organized 
individual. Start up education news-
letter. Distribute to a data set list. 1-2 
hrs/wk - $50. Work from your space. 
Commitment through 5/15/12. Con-
tact: Jordan Skopp (718) 627-6767.

A MATURE, EXPERIENCED Brazilian 
woman seeking employment as a nan-
nie for children of working parents. 
She lives near CU. Hours and salary 
are negotiable. Call Virginia (646) 920-
0478.

NEED $$$? We buy diamonds, fine 
jewelry and fine watches at sunsur-
passed prices. Immediate payment. 
Guaranteed! Call Afutu International 
Jewelers at (646) 506-5445.

TUTORS
Need P/T tutors who can teach high 
school math and or SAT tests. Salary 
$15-$20/hour. Please call (646) 853-
4602 or (212) 222-2255. 

STRUGGLING WITH LACK of moti-
vation, anxiety, depression. Skilled cli-
nician with extensive experience offers 
affordable therapy to help you improve 
coping skills and feel in control of your 
life. Empathic and interactive. Locat-
ed just blocks from Columbia cam-
pus and near Teachers College. Call 
(917) 386-8754 or shmarinercsw@ 
aol.com

RIVER VIEW PRE-WAR 5
115 St/B’way. Web #1999932. Stun-
ning renov 2 BR w/side x side FDR/
LR. Original details, EIK, W/D, 3 ex-
pos. Light. Pets welcome. Steps to 
campus. $1.149M, $1268 maint. Excl 
Ariela Heilman. Call (212) 381-2581. 
halstead.com
3 BR NEW CONDO in west Harlem.
Amazing large modern home w/big 
terrace on 112 St/St Nicholas. Buyers 
and sellers love working with Josh 
Nathanson (CC ‘94, SIPA ‘99). (917) 
402-0555. jrn@corcoran.com. www.
joshnathanson.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

TYPING
Extensive experience transcribing the- 
sis/dissertation interviews and also 
general typing. I have a DMA. Reason-
able rates, willing to negotiate. Fixed 
fee for transcription. (917) 749-7737.

EGG DONOR NEEDED for Same Sex 
Couple. $15K-$20K + all expenses. 
Physician and Attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy, and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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developments—claims that 
Starbucks itself has also faced 
when moving into Harlem. 

“We feel very strongly that 
we don’t only want to write a 
check,” Howard Schultz, CEO of 
Starbucks, said at the announce-
ment on Tuesday. “We’re here 
to stay, we’re here to contribute, 
and we’re here to do our part.”

Schultz spoke highly of 
ADC, highlighting its pas-
sion and success as reasons 
Starbucks chose it as a partner.

“ S t a r b u c k s  C o f f e e 
Company, in the last 40 years 
has tried to build a business 
model that would balance 
profitability and social con-
science,” Schultz said. “That 
conscience I think is never 
more self-evident than part-
nering with like-minded 

people who are doing heroic 
things in the neighborhood.”

But for locals, the prospect 
of financial help for residents 
is a bit more straightforward. 

“The community needs all 
the help it can get,” Harlem 
resident Robin Blufordsaid after 
learning about the new partner-
ship from a Starbucks employ-
ee. “They really need a push.”

gina.lee
@columbiaspectator.com

Abyssinian, Starbucks partner in Harlem

The USenate will likely vote on 
Cohen’s proposal for a full ban at 
its Oct. 14 plenary meeting.

The senate passed its 20-
foot rule in December, but even 
then, Cohen was pushing for a 
full ban. 

It’s unclear how much sup-
port he has in the senate, but in 
a straw poll of 39 senators re-
maining at the end of a plenary 
last year, 27 were in favor a full 
ban, with 10 opposed and two 
abstentions. There are 108 sena-
tors, although only about half 
tend to show up to the typical 
plenary.

“The core issue is that sec-
ondhand smoke is deadly,” 
Cohen said. “It’s not a hypothe-
sis on my part or a presumption.”

But Frouman said that 
Cohen has little support out-
side the senate—a vote of all 
Engineering Student Council 
and Columbia College Student 
Council members, he said, 
showed 45 members opposed 
to a full ban, with only two in 
support. Another student sena-
tor, Ron Mazor, CC ’09, Law ’12 
and a strong opponent of a full-
campus ban, said that Cohen’s 
proposal would not work any 
better than the current policy.

“The notion of restricting 
personal behavior based on laws 

is never going to be effective,” 
Mazor said.

Cohen disagreed.  “Compliance 
with mandates which restrict—
like traffic lights—is mostly volun-
tary … I would suggest that the ev-
idence where this has been done 
would suggest that most would 
comply,” Cohen said.

Cohen also argued that a full 
ban could save the University 
money. Wright agreed, al-
though a recent report from 
The College Fix indicated that 
the University of Michigan, on 
a very large campus, has already 
spent nearly $240,000 imple-
menting a smoking ban it ap-
proved in July.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Town hall to take up full smoking ban

money in their final semester 
by not fully enrolling it is their 
prerogative,” she said. “I under-
stand Barnard needs money in 
order to function, but there are 
other avenues that will not hin-
der the students.”

Thea Briggs, BC ’13, started 
a Change.org petition calling 
for the new policy to be re-
dacted. The petition had gath-
ered 155  signatures by early 
Thursday morning, with com-
ments like “I’m appalled by our 

administration’s casual treat-
ment of a life-altering issue” 
and “Now I will graduate a se-
mester early.”

“This greed has been appar-
ent with the stinginess of fi-
nancial aid, with the absurdity 
of a mandatory meal plan even 
for those with food allergies 
and food restrictions,” Naomi 
Roochnik BC ’12, said. “We 
won’t stand for this.”

Jessica Blank BC ’12 
and Student Government 
Association president, ac-
knowledged in a statement that 

students had already been vocal 
in their reactions to the change.

“SGA has been receiving 
a lot of feedback on the new 
policy and we understand and 
share many of the student’s con-
cerns,” Blank said. “We will be 
meeting with Dean Hinkson to 
voice student opinions and all 
Barnard students should feel 
free to email sga@barnard.edu 
with any questions, concerns or 
ideas on this topic.”

Barnard officials did not re-
spond to requests for comment. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Barnard says changes a financial necessity

STARBUCKS                      
from front page

TUITION from front page

SMOKING BAN                  
from front page

BY MIA PARK
Spectator Staff Writer

The Light Blue men’s ten-
nis team is facing two impor-
tant overlapping tournaments 
this weekend as a preview to its 
later Ivy League matches. From 
Thursday, Oct. 6 to Sunday, Oct. 9, 
the Lions will compete in the All-
American tournament in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and from Friday, Oct. 
7 to Sunday, Oct. 9 the team will 
tackle the Columbia Classic on 
their home court, the Dick Savitt 
Tennis Center. 

As much as the All-American 
tournament will be a good place 
to check the team’s 2011 form, the 
Columbia Classic will be a per-
fect scene for the Light Blue and 
Coach Bid Goswami to see where 
the other teams, including some 
of our league competitors, stand 
for this year. 

“Brown and Penn are very 
good this year,” Goswami said. 
“Cornell had all their senior play-
ers graduate last year, but they 
have a strong freshman lineup 
now.”

The men’s tennis team has 
been sailing with a favorable wind 
so far. The Lions had a series of 
successful doubles matches at the 
Princeton Invitational, claimed 
several singles titles at the NTC 
Invitational led by the swift-foot-
ed freshman class, and practiced 
hard all last week to claim the 
home ground as their own den. 

“The team has been working 
together very well,” Goswami 
continued. “The depth has been 
pretty good so far.” 

Albeit lacking in Ivy League 
match experience, the freshman 
class has been swinging the rac-
quet at its maximum potential 
during all of the tournaments 

the team has played. Under the 
veteran guidance of Goswami, 
the leadership of senior captains 
such as Haig Schneiderman and 
Rajeev Deb-Sen is the driving 
force for the new faces on the 
team. 

“Upperclassmen, especially 
the team captains, are extreme-
ly helpful,” said freshman Eric 
Jacobs. “Like Haig Schneiderman, 
the senior captains keep the team 
together. They definitely are what 
help the team to become like a 
family.”

With the support of the up-
perclassmen and the young en-
ergy of the first-year Lions, the 
team hopes to prove its strength 
this weekend against some of its 
toughest rivals. Their upcoming 
tournaments will be an opportu-
nity for the Lions to show wheth-
er or not they will continue their 
development. 

Men’s tennis eyes All-American tourney

BY HAHN CHANG
Spectator Staff Writer

When students, alumni, and 
community members gather at 
Baker Field on October 16th to 
watch the Columbia Lions take 
on the Penn Quakers, a notice-
able absence may be felt.

Many annual traditions, in-
cluding the Senior Class tail-
gating picnic and BBQ and a 
family carnival hosted by the 
Athletics Department, will con-
tinue. However, tailgating with 
vehicles at the Baker Athletics 
Complex will not be allowed due 
to the current construction of 
the Campbell Sports Center tak-
ing up space in the parking lot. 

The University has rented 
an off-site parking facility for 
homecoming; however, the facil-
ity prohibits tailgating with ve-
hicles. As a result, some students 
are shifting their homecoming 
plans. Whereas, in the past, 
alumni and fraternities would 
host tailgating parties before the 
game on rented parking spaces 
at the Baker Field parking com-
plex, many fraternities will be 
moving their pre-homecoming 
BBQs to their respective houses.  

This change came at an inop-
portune time for some Columbia 
students and organizations, es-
pecially fraternities. Delta Sigma 
Phi looked to rent parking spac-
es to host tailgating parties at the 
Baker Field parking complex. 

Michael Smith, CC ’12, a Delta 
Sigma Nu member, noted the 
disappointment of  alumni due 
to the absence of tailgating. 

“We thought we would have 
enough contributions and inter-
est from alumni to get a parking 
space, and a lot of the alumni are 
let down. They like coming down 
to our house, but they like being 
up there with their classes and 
go up there for the game. The 
alumni are bummed,” Smith said. 

Even with these changes, 
most of the festivities, includ-
ing tailgating (without vehicles), 
will still continue as they have 
in the past. 

“We’re still having tailgat-
ing. We still provide have a great 
entertainment, and I think fans 
still know that,” Daniel Spiegel, 
director of sports marketing, 
said. “Free beverages, free food, 
free shirts, everything is free to 
get up there, and I think stu-
dents know it is a fun thing to 
be at regardless of if there are 
cars or not.”

Seniors in particular will still 
have an opportunity to celebrate 
before the game. The 2012 Class 
Council in conjunction with the 
Athletics Department will still 
host its annual Homecoming 
Senior Tailgate before the game.

“I don’t think that there will 
be too much of a change. There 
is no change to this senior event, 
and no change to where we are 
holding this pre-game event,” 

2012 Class Council President 
Sarah Chai, CC’ 12, said.

Chai does not foresee a drop 
of attendance for the senior class 
BBQ and expects it to be as high 
as in previous years.

“Seniors are excited to come 
out to all the events. They are 
excited to participate in the 
Columbia events before they 
graduate… In the past there has 
been as many as 800 seniors, and 
we expect no less than 500 [this 
year],” said Chai. 

With the construction of the 
Campbell Sports Center slated 
to end in the fall of 2012, many 
students expect a return to 
normalcy.  

“I’m sure people will rebound 
next year when tailgating starts, 
the sophomores and juniors in 
our fraternity know what kind 
of environment it is, how fun 
it is. If the interest from the 
alumni is still there, they will 
try for [getting a parking space 
at Baker Field] tailgating next 
year,” Smith said.

Ultimately, some fear that the 
tradition of homecoming will be 
weakened if the construction 
gets pushed back and prevents 
future tailgating with vehicles at 
homecoming. 

“I think that tailgating with 
vehicles is important to football, 
and by not having it, it will lower 
enthusiasm amongst students. 
But I am still going anyways,” 
said Wilson Ho, SEAS ’15 .

Construction alters football tailgating

and all the traditions.” 
Right now, Yow’s facing for-

ward to her college career, both 
academic and athletic. Though 
her major is undecided, she’s 
considering math or econom-
ics, and she doesn’t regret her 
decision to come to Columbia.  

“The first time I visited I loved 
the whole campus,” she said. “It 
just felt right. I loved the coach 
and the team.” 

Due to the time commitment 
and intensity of training, liking 
the team proved to be pretty 
important. “Because I’m with 
the team 24/7, we’ve become 
very close. You’re basically 

with you’re best friends all the 
time. They’re like family, which 
I love.”

Yahr asserts Yow’s value 
not only as a player, but as a 
teammate. “Everyone was re-
ally happy for [Alexa]. Now the 
rest of the freshmen are more 
confident that they can make 
an impact, even as first-years.”

Yow scores twice in dream debut

FILE PHOTO

IN CHARGE  |  Senior Haig Schneiderman is one of two captains for the Lions this season.

FROM YOW, back page

time! And while a lot of these 
were contributing factors, any 
responsibility must be placed on 
the team as a whole. 

Indeed the coaching did not 
seem up to par, with some poor 
management of timeouts and 
simply ineffective play-calls on 
offense. But Coach Wilson has 
no control over the effectiveness 
of his players on the field and 
the vicious cycle of incompe-
tence that has been unleashed. 

The struggles of the offensive 
line have put Brackett in difficult 
positions to try to make passes 
as well as clog up the running 
game. Meanwhile Brackett’s 
throws have been inconsistent 
at best anyway, and his receivers 
have not helped him much, such 
as when Kurt Williams dropped 

a long pass this weekend. With 
an ineffective passing game, 
there is more pressure on the 
running game, and Columbia’s 
running backs have failed to find 
holes. In fact, Brackett rushed 
for nearly as many yards (49) 
as both of his running backs 
combined on Saturday (52). The 
offensive problems have caused 
the defense to spend too much 
time on the field, and the effec-
tiveness of Columbia’s tackling 
has been on the decline the last 
three weeks. In fact, if you need 
to place the blame on somebody, 
place it on every single Lion ex-
cept for A.J. Maddox. 

When you lose a game like 
this to a team that is widely re-
garded as the worst team in the 
league, the entire team needs to 
be adjusted instead of falling on 
the crutch of assigning blame. 

There is a reason football (and 
baseball) are not individual 
sports.  If this season continues 
to unravel, there will undoubt-
edly be actions involving scape-
goats come the end of the sea-
son—whether they justly address 
concerns or not. Scapegoats are 
just a result of misfortune and 
panic—an unfortunately inevita-
ble consequence for sports teams 
that fall on tough times and have 
a decent following.

Except for A-Rod—he appar-
ently signed up to be New York’s 
scapegoat. It’s difficult to imag-
ine a world in which he doesn’t 
take on the ire of Yankee fans. In 
fact, if you didn’t enjoy this col-
umn, I’ll just blame it on A-Rod. 

Ryan Young is a Columbia 
College sophomore.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Singling out scapegoats hurts team
FROM YOUNG, back page



OCTOBER 6, 2011 		    ADVERTISEMENT		  PAGE 7



BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It has been a streaky season for the 
men’s soccer team (4-5-1, 1-0 Ivy). So 
far this year, the Lions have held a five-
match unbeaten streak in the Ivy League, 
a three-game winning streak, a six-game 
winless streak, and a 562-minute score-
less streak. However, there is one lon-
ger streak that is going strong: The Lions 
have not been out-fouled by the opposi-
tion in any of their 10 clashes this season.

The story with fouls has been 
strangely consistent as they have out-
fouled the opposition in nine of 10 
matches so far this season. The Lions 
have conceded 123 fouls, while their 10 
opponents combined have conceded 
91. In addition, Columbia has racked 
up 12 yellow cards and a pair of red 
cards, while its opponents have only 
been awarded five yellows.

This imbalance is not the result of 
malicious desire to hurt the opposition, 
but rather the Lions’ style of play.

“If we move the ball really well, 
teams just can’t hang with us,” se-
nior captain and defensive midfield-
er Michael Mazzullo said. “So in the 
games where we’ve played well and 
moved the ball around, the other team 
can’t get close to the player with the 
ball. By the time they get around to the 
guy, the ball is already gone.”

“I don’t know if it’s a bad thing that 
we foul more than the other team—it’s 
good to be aggressive and physical and 
make the referee make calls,” he said. “We 
just have to make sure we foul in the right 
parts of the field and at the right times.”

Mazzullo has already been awarded 
four yellow cards this season and risks 
a one-match suspension should he pick 
up a fifth.

“Mazz [Mazzullo] is a guy who leads 
by example and plays a critical role 
within our team,” head coach Kevin 
Anderson said. “But honestly, two of 
the four yellows were ridiculous calls. 
They were fouls, but not to the degree 
the ref put it. He’ll have to show his ex-
perience and we’ll address the issue tac-
tically when the time comes.”

There is no record of successful 
tackles, so foul numbers only give half 
the story.

“Mazz, the player he is—it’s kind of 
what makes him so great,” senior center-
back Ronnie Shaban said. “He’s one of 
the best tacklers I’ve ever played with—
so maybe that’s just a side effect of al-
ways being around the ball when the 
other team has it ... I think those four 

yellow cards that he’s already gotten are 
just cases where he’s been slightly off 
or hasn’t gotten the benefit of the doubt 
from the decision of the referee, and 
what that doesn’t show is all the times 
where he’s won the ball for us and won 
those important tackles that have been 
so key to our success.” (Shaban is also a 
sports columnist for Spectator.)

Some may argue that the Light Blue 
has been on the receiving end of some 
controversial, and perhaps unfair, refer-
eeing decisions. For instance, in the Ivy 
opener against Brown last weekend, the 
Lions had reason to feel aggrieved at the 
free-kick that led to the Bears’ equalizer 
in the second half. Brown forward Austin 
Mandel seemed to exaggerate contact 
from Shaban after he found himself with 
nowhere to go around the half-line.

Shaban, like Mazzullo, does not 
think the high foul count should be 
looked at in a negative light. 

“I don’t think it’s a sign of bad de-
fending—rather just our way of as-
serting our will on the game,” Shaban 
said. “If we’re the more aggressive side, 
hopefully that puts the other team off 
and disrupts their attack or game plan, 
and I guess that’s the way we’ve gone 
about things. I hadn’t noticed our high 
foul-count, I wasn’t even aware of it un-
til just now.”

It may raise eyebrows that the cen-
ter-back who has been ever-present 
in the Columbia defense is yet to be 
booked this season.

“Personally, I’m not one for the cost-
ly fouls in bad areas, or the ones that 
give up yellow or red cards,” Shaban 
said. “I think I only have one or two in 
my college career. I don’t really like to 
foul anyone because I don’t like to give 
the ball away but when it’s necessary or 
a professional foul in the smart spot I’m 
more than willing.”

Furthermore, the Light Blue attack, 
with only a few exceptions, comprises 
players that make runs behind the oppos-
ing defense, rather than dribblers who 
run at defenders—so it is not that surpris-
ing that the Lions commit more fouls than 
they receive. However, the coach does not 
think this requires a change.

“To be honest, we’re an assertive 
team,” Anderson said. “We aren’t a 
group that defends passively. Our job 
defending is to win the ball, and the 
aggression is part of the mind-set the 
group has brought—so I make no apolo-
gies for that.”

The Lions will look to stay aggres-
sive when they host Penn this Saturday, 
Oct. 8th at 7 p.m. 
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“Boooooooooooo!” 
That is what 

greeted a harmless one-
out eighth-inning pop-
up by Alex Rodriguez at 
Yankee Stadium on 
Sunday. Meanwhile, 
when Derek Jeter 
struck out in a big-
ger spot in the next 
inning, to cap off an 
0 for 5 day in which 
he made a key error, 
the response was 
mostly just mur-
murs. I’m sure Yankee fans realize that 
the sensible plan of action would have 
been to boo their beloved shortstop 
who was more culpable for the loss, 
but they couldn’t resist showering their 
usual scapegoat with disapproval. It 
certainly wasn’t the logical choice, but 
when assigning blame on individuals, 
this usually is the case. This also applies 
to our football team, since even though 
Columbia’s performance so far may be 
boo-worthy, by jeering specific players 
you would just be making illegitimate 
excuses for the team. 

Last week seemed to be a week of 
playing the blame-game, which is usually 
the case when teams suffer meltdowns. 
And meltdowns were not lacking on the 
final day of the Major League Baseball 
season this year. The Red Sox and the 
Braves completed what may have been 
the worst regular season collapses ever. 
Despite the cloud of doom and down-
ward momentum in addition to the Red 
Sox’ woeful pitching and Braves’ listless 
hitting being the main contributing fac-
tors, scapegoats were unfairly created 
instead. A disproportionate amount of 
the blame has fallen on Braves manager 
Fredi Gonzalez, while the Red Sox actu-
ally parted ways with their manager who 
led them to their first two World Series 
titles in 86 years largely in order to sat-
isfy the passionate but blood-thirsty fans 
in New England.

Similarly, when the Mets suffered 
their (less-apocalyptic) collapse four 
years ago, Tom Glavine became a scape-
goat, taking on much of the blame for 
his failure in game 162, when clearly the 
entire pitching staff and offense were 
equally inept. Yet knowing that Glavine 
would be kicked out of town and that 
manager Willie Randolph’s days were 
numbered comforted Mets fans, no 
matter the validity of the accusations.

Although, my true impetus for writ-
ing this column came after watching 
last week’s debut of ESPN’s documen-
tary, “Catching Hell,” which depicted 
the events surrounding probably the 
greatest scapegoat—along with Bill 
Buckner— in recent sports history, 
Steve Bartman. Of course, Bartman 
was the fan that interfered with a foul 
ball, which may have otherwise been 
caught by the Chicago Cubs’ left fielder 
in game six of the 2003 National League 
Championship Series. The Cubs would 
have been four outs from a trip to the 
World Series, which they haven’t won 
since 1908. Instead, the Marlins scored 
eight runs that inning and would win 
the next game to clinch the series.  Of 
course, Chicago’s pitching that inning 
was atrocious, its shortstop made a key 
error, and it still had an opportunity to 
win game seven. 

However, due to the magnitude of 
the situation, Cubs fans barely wasted 
seconds in beginning to berate Bartman, 
since they needed something to blame 
their century of misfortunes on. 
Bartman, who still lives in the Chicago 
area, has more or less been forced into 
hiding ever since. It would have been 
much more difficult for Cubs fans to 
just accept that their team had its op-
portunities, but was outplayed, instead 
of blaming an individual who was not 
even one of the 25 guys on the roster.

Now, the magnitude of the football 
disaster at Princeton on Saturday is 
obviously not comparable. In fact, the 
Lions did not melt down. They just ap-
peared to be inept. During and since the 
game—as is usually the case with each 
Columbia loss—the usual thing to do 
has been to assign varying degrees of 
blame on certain individuals, especially 
in this publication.  Yet, when people 
assign blame, they are just looking for 
something tangible that can quickly be 
fixed before next Saturday, something 
that can comfort the Light Blue faith-
ful in terms of hope for the rest of the 
season.

Unfortunately, once again you would 
be mistaken to play the blame game. 
On our WKCR telecast of Saturday’s 
Ivy opener, most blame was placed on 
Coach Norries Wilson and his coach-
ing staff, some on Sean Brackett, some 
on the non-existent running game, and 
even some on the unusual 6 p.m. start 

BY CHARLOTTE 
MURTISHAW

Spectator Staff Writer

Freshman forward/mid-
fielder Alexa Yow is quiet and 
humble when asked about her 
season thus far. 

“I expected it to be a little 
slow because college is more 
competitive,” she said. “I guess 
when I’m on the field I know 
I have to make every moment 
count because you never know 
how much playing time you’re 
going to get.”

In a breakout performance 
against Brown, the diminutive 
5’4” freshman made her first col-
legiate start count, knocking in 
a pair of early goals to lead the 
Lions to a 2-1 victory. For the 
game-clinching effort, she was 
named Ivy League Women’s 
Soccer Player of the Week.

The kicker? The precocious 
forward/midfielder, captain 
of her high school team, was 
forced to spend her senior-year 
season on the bench after tear-
ing her ACL in June of 2010. 
The injury halted Yow’s train-
ing for a full eight months be-
fore she could reclaim the field, 
wearing a brace and rusty from 
the recovery period.

“She’s really a fine player,” 
women’s soccer head coach 
Kevin McCarthy said. “The 
journey that she’s had coming 
back this whole cycle to become 
better than she was before she 
got hurt I think was on display 
Saturday night.”

Teammate and senior co-
captain Ashlin Yahr had noth-
ing but good words for the first-
year. “When she came in she 
was wearing a brace but didn’t 
say anything, just worked hard 
like everyone else,” Yahr said. 
“She has a really great work 
ethic. You never see her giving 
up in practice or on the field.”

Yow acknowledges the 

difficulties of coming back to a 
sport after a long absence. “It’s 
really frustrating because you 
think when you get back you’ll 
be able to do all the things you 
used to do but it’s not the same,” 
Yow said. “So the first time you 
can cut the same way or you can 
shoot the same way, it makes 
you really happy.” 

Light on her feet, some 
of Yow’s strength lies in her 
head—literally and figurative-
ly. McCarthy values her men-
tal game. “Under pressure, 
she’s a very smart player,” he 
commented.

But more than what’s in it, 
Yow uses her head like an ad-
ditional foot, punching in aerial 
goals. One of her goals against 
Brown was a header, and lat-
er in the game another header 
bounced off the crossbar, just 
missing the net. “She’s really 
good in the air,” said Yahr, cit-
ing the goal and subsequent 
near-miss.

Born and raised in 
Connecticut, Yow started play-
ing soccer in kindergarten and 
never stopped. She also dab-
bled in track and squash in high 
school. Soccer, however, stayed 
her first love. Like most budding 
soccer players, she began finding 
more and more outlets for com-
petition, entering travel leagues 
and playing scholastically. 

However, when she was six-
teen she earned one very spe-
cial accolade: a spot on the Irish 
Under-17 national squad. Her 
mother retains Irish citizen-
ship by birth, allowing Yow to 
qualify for competition.

“It was amazing to get the 
opportunity,” Yow said. “When 
I first went there it was a little 
hard because it’s five hours dif-
ference, but it was really inter-
esting to see how they do things 
over there and how they play 

DAVID BRANN FOR SPECTATOR

ALEXA WOW  |  Freshman Alexa Yow scored both goals in a 2-1 win over Brown on Saturday. 
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Aggressive on defense, Columbia gets booked more than opponents

SEE YOW, page 6
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COLUMBIA

OPPONENTS

red cards and yellow cards

GETTIN’ PHYSICAL
Each bar compares the number of fouls committed 
by each team in the indicated period of play over 
the last 10 games.

graphic by yuma shinohara and emily shartrand

YELLOW CARD  |  Defensive midfielder Mike Mazzullo's aggressive style of play has 
led to four yellow cards this season—one more and he faces a one-game suspension.

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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