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As Barnard’s Student 
Government Association contin-
ues to debate how to move for-
ward on the question of Greek 
life recognition, a definitively 
pro-sorority crowd dominated 
SGA’s town hall meeting Monday.

Both Columbia and Barnard 
students discussed the merits—
and drawbacks—of allowing the 
SGA to formally recognize Greek 
life, though recognition support-
ers seemed to significantly out-
number the opposition. 

Right now, SGA—which acts 
as a governing board as well as a 
council—does not officially rec-
ognize Columbia’s Inter-Greek 
Council, the three-branched 
Greek life governing board. The 
three sections consist of the 
Multicultural Greek Council, the 
Interfraternity Greek Council, 
and the Panhellenic Council. 
According to its constitution, 
SGA cannot recognize groups 
that choose members on a “dis-
criminatory basis.”

Barnard students in sororities 
represent under 10 percent of the 
student body but they make up 
half of the sorority population.

In April, the IGC sought offi-
cial recognition from SGA, which 
would enable IGC to receive addi-
tional privileges including finan-
cial support and access to more 
spaces for events. An SGA vote 
left the IGC unrecognized. This 
semester, SGA created an internal 
committee made up of members 
of its Representative Council to 
determine the council’s next steps. 

The town hall divided au-
dience members into groups, 
where they were given a list of 
guiding questions, fact sheets on 
sororities, and student surveys. 

Supporters of sorority rec-
ognition said that sororities do 
not cut students off from the 
rest of Barnard but rather facili-
tate community for those who 
are unable to find it on campus. 
Some Columbia students also 
came out in support of Greek 
life recognition, saying that 
they made friends with Barnard 
students and became more in-
volved in student life at Barnard 
through sororities.

“It is a community within 
a community—it is not at all 
exclusive,” said Noura Ayria, 
BC ’13 and a member of Delta 
Gamma, though all sorority 
members spoke personally and 
not on behalf of their groups. “It 
opens doors as opposed to clos-
ing them.”

One student argued that so-
rorities are not exclusive in their 
selection, likening sororities’ se-
lection process to that of other 
organizations on campus like a 
cappella groups, who pick stu-
dents based on the quality of 
their voice.

But others remained opposed 
to the idea. One student argued 
that sorority exclusion and other 
groups’ form of exclusion were 
not comparable. She also said 
that students who were not ac-
cepted into sororities would still 
be paying indirectly for sorori-
ties with recognition. Another 

BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

 After six years, Columbia’s 
website is in the process of un-
dergoing a makeover.

On Monday, the University 
launched its first beta test 
site for public viewing via the 
standard columbia.edu page. 
According to information re-
leased by Columbia’s Office of 
Communications and Public 
Affairs, the new site is supposed 
to feature an upgraded design, 
better functionality, and new 
technology.

The new website has been in 
the works for the past year and 
a half, and has been a project of 
the Office of Communications 
and Public Affairs and Columbia 
University Information 
Technology.

According to David Stone, 
the executive vice president 
for communications, the major 
change is in the content manage-
ment system. The new site uses 
Drupal, a managing system that 

makes it easier to upload content 
as well as archive it, he said. 

Most Columbia websites are 
adopting this new system, Stone 
said.

The new site also has new 
social media tools, which allow 
the user easier access to sites 
such as Twitter, Facebook, and 
YouTube.

“There are already hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of dif-
ferent social media resources 
that somehow say ‘Columbia,’” 
Stone said, adding that new but-
tons will make those resources 
more accessible.

The site features simpler 
navigation, such as one-click 
access to email, and a cleaner 
design as well as a photo gallery 
on the home page.

All of the changes resulted 
from user feedback.

“Students, faculty, staff, alum-
ni, prospective students that 
there was contact with … were re-
quested to have a look at various 
draft stages of the website and 
give their feedback,” Stone said.

Stone added that there will 
still be several weeks before 
the site is officially launched—
enough time to ensure that there 
will be feedback from users.

“Everyone ought to keep in 
mind that a University site has 
to serve so many constituen-
cies,” he said, referring to the 
thousands of people, from pro-
spective students to alumni, 
who use the site. “Ultimately 
you need to hit for a spot that 
is broadly accessible.”

But Stone said he realizes that 
a lot of Columbia affiliates do not 
even directly use the site today.

“We very much understand 
that home pages are not needed 
to serve the same function that 
they used to,” he said. “So many 
people can find their way with 
external search engines.”

Despite this, he said that the 
cite is still used by many at the 
University and is “our public 
face to the world.”

The home page isn’t the only 
change the University would 
like to see made. Many of the 

pages that are one click away 
from the home page—referred 
to as second-level pages—have 
also undergone changes, ac-
cording to Public Affairs.

These pages, such as “About 
Columbia” or “Admissions,” 
also feature new templates with 
a mix of search functions and 
editorial content.

Some other second-level pag-
es haven’t undergone the change 
and will be added to the beta site 
at completion, Public Affairs 
said. However, some pages, such 
as “Libraries,” are not going to 
undergo the change.

The new templates that are 
used by the beta site are also be-
ing adopted by other Columbia 
sites, such as the Student 
Administrative Services 
website.

“While the University’s new 
identity standards will, over 
time, help impart some com-
mon elements in sites managed 
by different schools, institutes, 

BY SONALEE RAU
Columbia Daily Spectator

U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan and officials from 
the College Board and MTV 
said that they are committed 
to helping college students ac-
cess financial aid in a conference 
call with college journalists on 
Monday.

Gaston Caperton, president 

of the College Board, and Jason 
Rzepka, vice president of MTV 
Public Affairs, joined Duncan to 
discuss the importance of access 
to college education—something 
that is often restrained by insuf-
ficient or confusing financial aid 
policies.

Caperton emphasized the 
fact that enacting financial aid 
reforms will take effort, espe-
cially during a recession.

“We’re going through a very 
difficult time with school bud-
gets, with state budgets—partic-
ularly with national budgets,” he 
said. “This is not an easy thing. 
It’s going to take sacrifice from 
many people, people paying 
more taxes and rebalancing bud-
gets that have not been balanced 
for a while.”

Caperton said that the 
College Board plans to spotlight 

universities that are currently 
providing educations at a rea-
sonable cost, which would help 
motivate those that are not.

Duncan added that some sig-
nificant changes have already 
been made on the national level, 
including changes to the Federal 
Pell Grant program, through 
which the government provides 

At town hall, students 
voice sorority support
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GOING GREEK  |  At Monday’s town hall, students discuss Barnard’s involvement in sororities with Dean of Studies Karen Blank, center. 
Some are pushing BC’s Student Government Association to formally recognize Greek life, though SGA has not decided how to proceed.

COURTESY OF COLUMBIA.EDU

NOW AND THEN  |  The University launched its beta test site for the overhauled Columbia.edu website Monday, right. Administrators 
say it will be easier to navigate and provide more social media tools than the old site, left, though they’re still waiting on feedback.
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After finding support in the 
University Senate, some gradu-
ate students are calling for their 
own center at Columbia. 

Although many individ-
ual departments within the 
University’s graduate schools 
have their own student lounges, 
Columbia does not have a de-
fined space where all graduate 
students can gather. But some 
grad students are pushing for a 
space of their own. 

Supporters have taken the 
first step: the University Senate’s 
Committee on Campus Planning 
and Physical Development 

assembled a proposal for an in-
terim graduate student center, 
which the senate voted to sup-
port as a body at its first meeting 
in September.

“Such a space would of-
fer space for study and meet-
ings and also provide a space 
for graduate students from all 
disciplines to meet colleagues 
who have similar research in-
terests or who may be able to 
offer assistance or mentoring 
for grant writing, dissertation 
research and teaching or TA-
ing,” said Kristy Riggs, a student 
at the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences. Riggs is also vice 
president of the Graduate School 

Months after closing, Floridita 
Restaurant to reopen on 125th Street

NEWS BRIEF

Daniel Handler, more commonly 
known by his pseudonym Lemony 
Snicket, discussed his new literary 
project, a departure from his “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events” books.

Lemony Snicket pays 
Morningside a visit

School of Public Health faculty and 
admins will talk with students about  
creating a supportive campus for LGBT 
communities. 

Lerner Cinema, 5 p.m.

In Saturday’s game against Princeton, 
the Light Blue football team success-
fully shut down the Tigers’ rushing 
game, making it difficult for Princeton 
to gain much offensive momentum.

Lions defense strong 
as Ivy play begins
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Education Dept., Columbia simplify filing for financial aid

Columbia unveils overhauled University website 

Graduate students seek 
centralized meeting space

Columbia Cares Forum

Audience mostly favors Barnard 
recognition for Greek life

James Dawson argues that Columbia 
should follow the trend across the 
Ivies of revising A+ designations.

Making the grade
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The popular Cuban res-
taurant Floridita will re-
open in a new location after 
having closed last April, the 
University said Monday.

Owner Ramon Diaz “has 
signed a new lease for an 
attractive relocation space 
on 125th Street,” University 
spokeswoman Victoria 
Benitez wrote in an email 
Monday afternoon. She did 
not specify the exact loca-
tion or the date the lease 
was signed.

“I should have some 
better information on how 
I’m going to proceed by the 
end of the week,” Diaz told 

Spectator in an email.
Diaz has spent more 

than two years in off-
and-on negotiations with 
Columbia over his long-
time premises on 125th 
Street and Broadway. The 
University owns those 
buildings, which are part of 
the Manhattanville campus 
expansion plan. Columbia 
closed Floridita in April, 
citing emergency kitchen 
repairs. At the time, Benitez 
said the closure would be 
temporary and that a re-
location deal was in the 
works.

—Maggie Astor
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student said she thought that 
some students choose to go to 
Barnard precisely because they 
don’t have what are perceived to 
be exclusive organizations.

Some audience members 
also concerns about claims of 
sexual violence associated with 
Greek life, as well as the finan-
cial cost of sorority participa-
tion. Supporters of recognition 
argued that financial aid is avail-
able for students who needed it.

Though the opposing side 
was in the minority, Alpha Chi 
Omega member Alexandra Voss, 
BC ’11 and SGA Representative 
to the Columbia College Student 
Council, said she spoke with 
students at the event who were 
strongly against recognizing 
sororities. 

“Their main concerns were 
that Barnard would change, 
that it would become the kind 
of school where you’re in Greek 
Life or you’re out, very divisive,” 
Voss said.

Last semester, the IGC ad-
dressed a formal statement to 
the presidents of the four stu-
dent councils stating that IGC 
would have to consider measures 
for coping with the growth in 
Greek life, especially increasing 
Barnard participation. The state-
ment also said that without full 

SGA recognition, the IGC “will 
be forced to take additional steps 
which may include the total re-
striction of Barnard students 
from involvement in Greek life.”

SGA has contributed a fixed 
sum of money as a gift to IGC for 
the past two years. But the dona-
tion SGA gives isn’t accompanied 
by recognition, which would cal-
culate the amount owed by con-
sidering factors such as sorority 
growth and participation.

The Panhellenic Council, 
a branch of IGC, currently 
has stage-one recognition at 
Barnard, which means that it has 
some privileges, including space 
to put up fliers and the option 
to hire an adviser, reserve space, 
or hang banners. Without stage-
two recognition, the IGC cannot 
receive funding allocations for 
the academic year from SGA, 
though it can apply for funding 
through co-sponsorship, which 
all groups can do whether they 
have SGA recognition or not. 

At the town hall, one student 
said that the fact that Panhellenic 
has stage-one recognition at 
Barnard while MGC does not 
may be producing some tension. 
She also said that there should 
be more interaction between 
Panhellenic and MGC. Voss simi-
larly vouched for MGC.

“I would really like the MGC 
perspective seen,” Voss said.

After the event, administra-
tors said they found the town hall 
to be a useful tool. 

“It was quite clear that stu-
dents involved in Greek life 
were in the majority, so I have 
to particularly respect the peo-
ple opposed to Greek life who 
spoke up because it couldn’t 
have been easy for them to do,” 

Barnard Dean and future Vice 
President of College Relations 
Dorothy Denburg said. “That 
said, this town hall has giv-
en me a lot more information 
about the role Greek life plays 
in building respect and relation-
ships between Barnard women 
and the other women in the 
University.”

Town hall organizer Diana 
Rastegayeva, BC ’11 and SGA vice 
president of communications, 
said she thought the event drew a 
variety of opinion. “It’s fair to say 
that the majority of audience was 
Greek, but even within that com-
munity there’s a lot of diversity, 
and I think that showed through 
tonight,” she said.

Ultimately, sorority members 
said they felt recognition would 
bring more awareness about so-
rorities and eliminate existing 
stereotypes about Greek life. 

“We wouldn’t be so in favor of 
recognition if we didn’t want our 
school to support us in the things 
we are interested in,” Voss said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

At town hall, students debate future of Barnard’s role in campus Greek life 

centers, departments, and ad-
ministrative units, there will 
always be a significant amount 
of diversity in the thousands 
of Columbia.edu web pages,” a 
Public Affairs statement read.

“This is a nice step forward. 
In a big institution such as this, 
any step presents a number of 
challenges, both technical and 
otherwise,” Stone said. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia 
website gets 
a faceliftAdvisory Council and a member 

of the Graduate Student Center 
subcommittee.

The proposal says that while 
community rooms or loung-
es are open to graduate stu-
dents, there is no central lo-
cation for the entire graduate 
student community. There is a 
Graduate Faculties Lounge, but 
supporters of a graduate center 
say it is not solely dedicated to 
graduate students, and is there-
fore sometimes unavailable for 
group use and lacking in multi-
media equipment. Supporters 
are examining the amenities of 

graduate student centers at oth-
er Ivy League Universities. 

The report also claims that a 
graduate student center would 
be beneficial to the emotional 
and psychological well-being of 
graduate students. 

“Right now, the Columbia 
graduate student experience 
can be very insular,” Riggs said. 
She cited a Graduate School 
Advisory Council quality of life 
survey from the spring of 2009 
in which 77 percent of respon-
dents indicated that they felt 
that the graduate community 
was not cohesive or supportive.    

Liya Yu, GSAS, co-chair 
of the External Relations 

Committee and Senate member 
of the Graduate Student Center 
Subcommittee, said that the pur-
pose of the center is  “to build 
community in an interdisciplin-
ary way, which will automatical-
ly lead to a social way.”

“My own vision behind this 
center, and I think the goal of 
University life, is to create a 
community where graduate 
students don’t just lead very 
isolated paths to their career,” 
Yu said.

The Committee provides 
two options for possible space 
configurations, with each plan 
including variations of a large 
main space, conference rooms, 

group meeting rooms, a copy 
room, and a hallway area.

They have also identified sev-
eral potential locations for con-
struction. Their preference is 
currently the former Psychology 
and Biological Sciences library. 

Graduate students had mixed 
feelings about the proposed cen-
tralized location. 

“Apart from clubs, I feel like 
there’s no place where I can meet 
other grad students,” Jon Siapno, 
a student at Teacher’s College, 
said. “I definitely think that an 
interdisciplinary student center 
would definitely be a plus.”

“Having another location to 
study would be nice,” Maggie 

Delcid, another student from 
TC, said. “Between the differ-
ent programs, there’s not really 
that much interaction.”

However, Eli Ackerman, 
a student at the School of 
International and Public Affairs, 
said he doesn’t believe a center 
should be a top priority.

“I think that’s a laudable goal, 
I think we should all be friends 
with each other,” Ackerman said, 
referring to supporters’ goal of 
increasing interaction on cam-
pus. “But seriously, just buy 
us beer and put us in the same 
place—you don’t need a build-
ing for that.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Graduate students push for more centralized meeting areas 

ANTHONY CLAY FOR SPECTATOR

TOWN HALL  |  Both Barnard and Columbia students discussed the merits and drawbacks of allowing BC’s Student Government 
Association to recognize Greek life. The Monday night town hall drew many in favor of granting sororities full SGA recognition. 

GRAD from front page

REVAMP from front page

TOWN HALL from front page



BY EMMA STEIN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

When students think about taking a dance 
class, they probably first consider traditional 
Western forms of dance, such as ballet, modern, 

or jazz.
But at Barnard, the dance de-

partment strives to bring more to 
its students than just the tradi-
tional Western canon, in order to 

challenge the way Columbians view dance and 
international cultures. 

In recent years, the department has worked 
on increasing its number of non-Western dance 
courses. Currently, Barnard offers several such 
classes, including World Dance History, African 
Dance, Classical Indian Dance, and Afro-Cuban 
Dance. Mary Cochran, head of the dance depart-
ment at Barnard, said that Columbia has a large 
number of world dance courses compared to 
other colleges and universities. 

“In general, we offer a lot of courses … a lot 
of departments just offer ballet and modern. A 
reason we are able to do this on such a high level 
is because we’re in New York City—how many 
people are in NYC, how many sorts of people 
are here. It’s the dance capital of the world,” 
Cochran said.

The city’s thriving dance scene gives the 
Barnard department a large pool from which to 
select professors well-versed in international 
dance styles, such as Maguette Camara, who 
teaches African dance and received his training 
in Senegal. He began teaching at Barnard in the 
’90s and has been a staple of the department 
ever since. His classes are lively affairs, com-
plete with live drumming, joking, and singing 
of traditional African songs. 

Even with the joyous tone Camara cultivates 
in his class, he takes teaching African dance 
very seriously. “I think teaching African dance 
in non-African countries is a way of showing 
another aspect of African culture. It is a way of 
educating people that have no idea about the 
African way of life. The dances that are taught 
all have meanings, for example dances that are 
specifically for weddings, harvest, fishing, etc.,” 
Camara said in an email. 

According to Camara, although African dance 
classes are not academic in the traditional sense, 
students who take them can gain an understand-
ing of African culture—through the “drumming, 
the language, the music, the fabric,” he said in 
an email.

Rebecca Bliss, who teaches the new Afro-
Cuban dance courses, also believes in the pow-
er of learning about foreign cultures through 
dance. “Universities and conservatories have 
historically remained Euro-centric in their 
dance offerings. African-based dances from 
Cuba offer students not only a range of chal-
lenging aesthetics to experience, but learning 
dance from other cultures is a powerful means 
to embody different ways of being and seeing, 
different notions of time, space, beauty, etc. The 
dancing body reveals notions about philosophy, 
history, culture, politics,” she said. 

Students are eager to enroll in these non-
Western dance courses. More than 75 people 
attended an African Dance section at the be-
ginning of this semester. Even more popular is 
Afro-Cuban Dance—more than 80 people came 
to the first class and 56 are currently enrolled.

 However, with so many students wanting 
to take these courses, securing a spot in one of 
them can be difficult. Melina Davis, BC ’11, said 
that she “tried to take it [African Dance] last 
semester, but it was full.” 

It is difficult to add more types and sections 
of classes to help accommodate this demand, 
due to financial and physical constraints. “If I 
could dream and we had more money, space, and 
time I might want to offer another Indian form 
like Kathak and certainly another section of 
Afro-Cuban. These expert professors and their 
amazing musicians have to be paid,” Cochran 
said in an email.

In the future, perhaps there will be more 
room for Barnard to expand its global dance of-
ferings, and for students to expand their cultural 
horizons. As Cochran said about learning new 
branches of dance, “Literally, it changes your 
whole way of being.” 

BY OLIVIA WONG
Columbia Daily Spectator 

The fall semester is in full swing, which can only 
mean one thing—a fresh crop of TV shows. Which 
shows from the new season are students tuning into? 

Only ones entertaining enough to distract 
them from their stressful lives make the cut.  

Nick Tyson, CC ’13, follows two new 
comedy shows, Fox’s “Running Wilde” and 
IFC’s “The Increasingly Poor Decisions of 

Todd Margaret.” 
“I see a lot of potential, but so far they [both 

shows] really haven’t hit their mark,” Tyson said. 
Undoubtedly, much of “Running Wilde”’s 

potential comes from the reunion of team 
members from TV comedy favorite “Arrested 
Development”—creator Mitch Hurwitz and 
stars Will Arnett and David Cross. Cross, a com-
edy favorite, also stars in “The Increasingly Poor 
Decisions of Todd Maragret.”  

Lisa Vance, BC ’13, is picking up a different new 
comedy series, which she sees as a better alternative 
to “Running Wilde.” “‘Raising Hope’ is definitely the 
best new sitcom of the season,” Vance said, “which 
is too bad, because I love Will Arnett.” 

Both “Running Wilde” and “Raising Hope” have 

potential—each has a decent premise, a great cast, 
and humorous writing. “Raising Hope” is a great 
choice for students who enjoy family comedy, 
which can be both cruel and endearing. Try watch-
ing “Running Wilde” if a more exuberant comedy, 
mixed with a little romance, sounds intriguing—it 
may not have lived up to expectations so far, but it 
just needs a little time to hit its stride.

For students looking for a show to fill the void 
left by the ending of “Lost,” check out NBC’s “The 
Event.” This new sci-fi thriller’s plot revolves 
around a group of prisoners who have been held 
at a top-secret government facility. Who they are 
and what they want remains unknown. 

Another promising, action-packed show is CBS’ 
“Hawaii 5-0,” a remake of a classic action-movie-
style cop show with plenty of flash and witty banter. 

For viewers who gravitate more toward darker 
cop dramas, try ABC’s “Detroit 1-8-7.” The show uses 
a documentary style of filming to follow a group of 
Detroit homicide detectives, which for good measure 
features bleeped-out cursing, just so that it’s clear 
how “gritty” police work can be. 

Finally, CBS’ “Blue Bloods” is a fine cop drama 
that follows a multi-generational family of hard-
working law enforcement officers, and stars Tom 
Selleck as part of a nice ensemble cast.

In the event that none of this fall’s new TV shows 
seem deserving of students’ precious free time this 
semester, there’s always the chance to pick up a re-
turning show, like “Cougar Town” or “Chuck,” both 
good shows in need of viewers.  

Zila Acosta, CC ’11, who favors returning shows 
this season, said, “I love ‘Parenthood’ and ‘Grey’s 
Anatomy’ because of the complex characters and 
good writing. I watch ‘Glee’ for the music and sar-
castic humor.”  

Whatever shows students choose to watch this 
semester, new or recurring, the fall TV season can 
make returning to their dorm rooms after long 
nights at the library slightly easier to endure. 

Fall TV season lets students tune in to both promising new shows and returning favorites

BY EMMA STEIN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Why pay for a movie in theaters when you can 
see it for free? Columbians need not shell out the 
ten dollars for a movie ticket, because Ferris Reel 

Film Society, a student-run film club 
with over 500 members, provides spe-
cial screenings on select Thursday eve-
nings throughout the year. 

On Thursday, Ferris Reel will kick the year off 
with a free screening of “Freakonomics,” which just 
opened in theaters. The film, based on the popular 
nonfiction book of the same title, offers a look at odd 
social and economic trends and seeks to explain why 
they are related. 

While students may attend Ferris Reel screenings 
without considering how or why they came about, 
it is worth noting that the club manages the difficult 
task of offering movies for free despite the film indus-
try’s focus on profits and box office grosses.

“Film companies are eager to work with Ferris 
Reel, because they’d like to show their new mov-
ies to a student audience and through the screening 
hopefully encourage more people to see the film,” 
Gaia Goffe, CC ’11 and president of Ferris Reel, said 

in an email. “It’s a great collaboration because they 
provide us with great movies and free screenings and 
we provide them with a broad audience.”

This type of partnership, Goffe said, is partially 
forged through connections. “Occasionally, we are 
contacted by an off-campus group with special con-
nections to a film, and we work with them to pro-
duce the screening. When collaborating with groups 
off campus, Ferris Reel usually works with NBC/
Universal and other movie companies, who actu-
ally often have Columbia student representatives 
who work or intern for them during the year, and 
that Columbia student is our contact throughout the 

process of organizing the screening,” she said.
Aside from film companies, Ferris Reel also works 

with the School of the Arts at Columbia, and has 
screened works written, directed, or produced by 
the school’s alumni.

For the screening of “Freakonomics,” Ferris 
Reel is working closely with Magnolia Pictures and 
Green Film Company. The club’s vice president 
Nathan Miller, GS/JTS ’11, spoke briefly about the 
upcoming screening. “At the end of the summer, we 
were contacted by Magnolia Pictures and Green 
Film Company, to see if we’d be able to put on a 
screening of ‘Freakonomics.’ Because we knew that 
‘Freakonomics’ would be a great idea for Columbia, 
we worked with them to get it here on the earliest 
possible date,” he said. 

Miller seems optimistic about the upcoming 
film screenings. “We have a lot of advance screen-
ings and blockbusters lined up for this semester, in-
cluding ‘Inception,’ ‘Toy Story 3,’ and a night of short 
films. Next semester’s schedule has not yet been fi-
nalized, but we expect a similar lineup of awesome 
films,” he said. 

“Freakonomics” will be screened on Thursday, 
Oct. 7, at 9 p.m., in Roone Arledge Cinema. Tickets 
can be picked up at the TIC.

BY NOOR BRARA
Columbia Daily Spectator 

The world may be surprised to discover that 
Daniel Handler and his literary alter ego Lemony 
Snicket are two very different people.

Handler, famous for the “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events” books, written under his 
pseudonym Snicket, visited the 
Bank Street Bookstore on Friday, to 
celebrate the store’s 40th anniver-
sary and promote his newest chil-

dren’s book, “13 Words,” to be released on Oct. 5. 
Each chapter of “13 Words” focuses on a different 
word—from conventional words such as “cake” to 
the more obscure “haberdashery.” The pages are 
filled with original illustrations by Maira Kalman, 
who has also illustrated covers of the New Yorker, 
in her signature painting style.

In the “Series of Unfortunate Events” install-
ments, Handler traced the adventures and mis-
adventures of the Baudelaire orphans, as they 
searched for a stable home after their parents’ sud-
den deaths. Handler has always been fascinated 
with mystery fiction, citing Roald Dahl, Edward 
Gorey, and E.L. Konigsburg as childhood favor-
ites and key literary influences. Handler wished to 
adapt the sense of mystery he loved in their works, 
not only to the unfolding of the plot, but also to 

the identity of the narrator. “I thought it would be 
interesting for the book to be a mystery in itself,” 
he said, a feat accomplished by telling the story 
through a pseudonym.

Yet, “13 Words” shifts focus, from the fast-paced 
plots of “A Series of Unfortunate Events” to the 
musicality of words and their usage.   

Handler planned his strategy of investigating 
words for months. He revealed that the manuscript 
was written specifically for the illustrator Kalman, 
with whom he wanted to work. “I’ve been a huge 
admirer of her work forever,” he admitted. “The 
idea was to write a manuscript and then charm 
her into illustrating it.”

After Handler finished the first draft of “13 
Words,” he took Kalman out to a restaurant in San 
Francisco which, he said, “serves an unbelievable 
roast chicken.” Kalman agreed to the offer. “I think 
the moral of the story is to take anyone to that 
restaurant if you ever want to convince them to 
do anything,” Handler said, laughing.  

“13 Words” tells the story of the friendship be-
tween a despondent bird and a loyal dog. The title 
references the 13 words used in the text—words 
Handler loves and words that, he feels, are not 
used enough. Words like “goat,” “panache,” “baby,” 
and “mezzo-soprano” tie together the narrative of 
a quirky tale.

Concerning the book’s target audience, Handler 

said, “it’s hard to differentiate between adults and 
children. The funny thing about words is that I 
meet more children than adults who actually know 
what they mean, because children are asked to 
memorize and look up words they don’t know.”

Handler’s talents extend beyond the literary 
sphere. He composed the song to his video trailer 
advertising “13 Words,” which is posted on his 
official website. “Hello, this is Lemony Snicket,” 
his voice booms, after which he proceeds to dis-
cuss each of the words with a sense of underlying 
sarcasm.

But this is not Handler’s first venture into the 
world of music. “I was a boy soprano for a long 
time, before puberty hit and wrecked my ca-
reer,” he recalled with a smile. During his time at 
Wesleyan College, he began playing the accordion 
and has since played for a variety of independent 
bands and artists. Offering a sample of his musical 
taste, Handler recommends “Sound Sun Pleasure” 
by Sun Ra and “Sandinista!” by The Clash as two 
albums everyone should listen to before they die.

After a personal meeting with Handler, it is dif-
ficult to imagine that he is the man behind the 
mysterious Lemony Snicket persona. However, 
upon closer inspection, one realizes that Handler’s 
deep appreciation for the mysteries in life makes 
a pseudonym the perfect channel through which 
to share his stories.

Dance goes global at 
Barnard with non-
traditional courses

Lemony Snicket plays with ‘Words’ in new book
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A FORTUNATE EVENT  |  Author Daniel Handler, also known as Lemony Snicket, visited Bank Street Bookstore on Friday to promote “13 Words.”
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GET FREAKY  |  “Freakonomics” is the first film 
Ferris Reel will screen for free this semester. 
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WILDE AT HEART  |  Keri Russell and Will 
Arnett star in the new show “Running Wilde.”

DANCE

FILM

OCTOBER 5, 2010	 				    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT PAGE 3

BOOKS

TV

Both ‘Running Wilde’ and 
‘Raising Hope’ have 
potential—each has a decent 
premise, a great cast, and 
humorous writing.



BY KRISHNA HEGDE

We certainly don’t need the influx of prospective stu-
dents roaming around campus to remind us that the college 
admissions process has sprung into the hearts and minds 
of countless high school seniors across the country. For 
most of us, the torturous period is so indelibly etched into 
our memories that we can’t help but feel some schaden-
freude from observing overzealous cut-throats placed into 
crowded tour groups, or from walking down the steps of 
Low Library, Homer in hand, “subtly” conveying to them 
that, yes, we are indeed students here.

I expect, or at least hope, that by the end of their college 
search, wherever it leads, they will reach the same conclu-
sion I have about the college admissions process—that it is 
inherently unfair, based on the flimsiest of precepts, and 
always biased towards those from privileged backgrounds. 

Of course, it would be unfair to neglect the steps university 
administrators and admissions counselors have taken to in-
corporate diversity. Columbia, in particular, has always prided 
itself in ostensibly appearing as the “most diverse school in the 
Ivy League,” and a simple look around campus shows this to 
be the case—at least with respect to ethnic, racial, and extra-
curricular spheres. Yet, in terms of socioeconomic diversity, 
Columbia, alongside other prestigious schools in general, lags 
far behind its state-school counterparts. 

Ideally, the only unifying selection criteria of admis-
sions would be interest and intellect, and the “diversity” 
should cover all remaining aspects, from academic inter-
ests to extracurricular pursuits, producing a cross section 
of American students (albeit the most motivated ones). 

So, is Columbia’s student body socioeconomically repre-
sentative of America at large? An examination of financial aid 
statistics might provide us with the answer. Currently, approxi-
mately 50 percent of students receive an average of a 66 percent 
discount. Considering the fact that Columbia guarantees 100 
percent of demonstrated need, we can safely assume that at 
least 40 percent of students are comfortably paying their way 
through college. Can any group of kids be considered economi-
cally diverse when almost half of them can easily pay $60,000 
a year? The median household income in America, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, is approximately $50,000. By this 
measure, half of the kids here should have their entire tuition 
covered by aid. Clearly, this is not the case.

It would be unfair to blame these statistics on the avail-
ability of financial aid. Columbia consistently ranks at the 
very top of “Best Value Colleges” and has earned a reputa-
tion for generosity relative to its endowment, particularly 
in the past few years. Therefore, any interpretation of this 
data can fairly conclude that the preponderance of the stu-
dent body at this school comes from the upper echelons of 
America’s economic elite. Indeed, the responsibility for this 
homogeneity rests primarily on the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions, which repeatedly touts the ubiquity of “diver-
sity of all kinds” at Columbia.  

It is especially unfortunate that socioeconomic back-
ground takes a backseat to other indices of diversity, when 
it is so instrumental in determining opportunities for the 
activities that are looked favorably upon by colleges. Even 
pursuits highlighted for the fact that “anyone can succeed 
in them” depend at least partially on the financial status of 
the participator. Success in debate, for example, may relate 
to whether one can afford expensive summer training pro-
grams. Musical success, to cite another, may be contingent 
on finding an expensive private teacher.  

The common rebuttal to this line of argument is to cite 
cases in which underprivileged students beat the odds and 
end up at Princeton. Yet, these are clearly the exceptions 
to the rule, and the simple fact is that having poor parents 
significantly reduces one’s access to elite education in in-
numerable ways, not all of which can be empirically dem-
onstrated, and no reparative measures—such as affirmative 
action—exist for these cases.  

I will concede that any holistic process—as I believe col-
lege admissions should remain—can never be completely 
fair to every applicant, especially when there are so few 
spots available. Yet, when reviewers of applications seem 
so focused on amending every social inequity through the 
college admissions process, they should draw their atten-
tion to this different type of dearth in diversity. 

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

Economic diversity: a 
goal deferred

On screen, “The Social Network,” 
the story of Facebook founder 

Mark Zuckerberg and this week-
end’s biggest movie, is a masculine 
drama about loyalty and honor—you 
know, Homeric stuff—but it’s clear 
that women are the primary motiva-
tors in the background. According to 
the film, “The Facebook” wasn’t about 
creating the global community of tag-
gers and pokers it is today, but simply 
about getting laid. The fraternities 
Zuckerberg so desperately wants to join are defined not by 
any sense of brotherhood, but by the beautiful women that 
attend their parties. Facebook’s rival, Harvard Connection, 
begins as a dating site for Harvard students. The concept 
of relationship statuses—broadcasting one’s availability 
and amenability—is portrayed as a major breakthrough in 
Facebook’s design and purpose. 

Still, if “The Social Network” is an epic, a vast majority 
of the film’s women (except only Zuckerberg’s ex-girlfriend 
and the female law associate representing him) are by no 
means goddess-muses offering advice and inspiration. 
Rather, they are objects and tools for self-gratification. 
They, including Zuckerberg’s ex-girlfriend, are the victims 
of vindictive, sexist, public blog posts. They’re nonconsent-
ing objects of ridicule and humiliation, as are the college 
women whose photographs Zuckerberg hacks in order to 
create the Hot-or-Not prototype, facemash.com. They’re 
vain narcissists who take buses to Harvard parties in the 
hopes of snagging a Harvard guy. They’re opportunistic 
groupies who sleep with Zuckerberg and his friend after 
Facebook’s moderate success, or crazy and paranoid stage-
five clingers, or mindless, laughing status symbols playing 
strip poker and snorting coke—all while their men build 
technological empires and make millions.

The point here is not to decry “The Social Network” for 
misogyny or sexism—that’s a quick debate with nothing to 
gain—but rather to question why this misogyny and sexism 
feels so real. In actuality, the objectification happening in 
“The Social Network” is simply a precursor to the objecti-
fication that stems from Facebook itself—a tidy reminder of 
the consequences of living life on a computer screen.

Before, there were billboard ads and unrealistically thin 
movie stars, but Facebook opened the doors to an irresist-
ible form of objectification that vested power in the most 
unlikely of places. Now, the war isn’t being waged on a 
magazine cover, but on one’s very own profile page—not 
by Hollywood powers-that-be, but by our very own peers. 
With a historically unparalleled opportunity of self-ex-
pression comes, paradoxically, a historically unparalleled 
opportunity for objectification. The desperate need to be 
beautiful, alluring, fun, and exciting may not be new, but 
the expectations and pressures to achieve those ideals are, 

constantly roused by digital cameras and wall posts. 
And so, Facebook is filled with pictures of college 

women in various moments of indiscretion, acting as 
blithely and recklessly as the women adorning the mov-
ie’s party scenes—in some sort of self-conscious effort to 
appear beautiful, alluring, fun, and exciting to whatever 
strangers may be looking. Women post perfectly posed, 
airbrushed profile pictures that evoke the same shallow 
and hypercritical mind-set as facemash.com. These pic-
tures, in turn, serve as evidence that makes it that much 
easier to fall under scrutiny. This is how it has become so 
easy to create mental shortcuts between people and judg-
ments, to label others disrespectful slurs, based on dispa-
rate pictures and words on a computer screen. A simple 
Google search confirms the unfortunate but obvious. The 
words “college girl” have become so inextricably and 
crudely sexualized that it takes effort to pick the words 
apart, to find out what they really mean—a female student 
attending an institution of higher learning. 

“The Social Network” has been called the movie to de-
fine a generation—our generation—and it seems that this 
is how the women of our generation are to be defined. It’s 
upsetting and disappointing to see such a realistic context 
for men as brilliant innovators and engineers, raking in 
the money and fighting major legal battles, and women as 
sexual objects and background props. 

But the great thing about definitions is that, some-
times, they’re as easy to change as a Facebook profile. 
Zuckerberg may have considered Facebook a way of tout-
ing privilege or climbing the social ladder or finding po-
tential partners, yet in reality, Facebook’s meaning does 
not derive from its creators’ intentions, but is defined 
by its users. Untag some photos, resist the urge to pose 
in others, and use wall posts and comments as a supple-
ment to your social life, not a surrogate. By subverting 
the value of these tools of objectification, we’ll find that 
we have subverted the objectification itself.

Aarti Iyer is a Columbia College senior majoring in creative 
writing. She is the editor-in-chief of The Fed. Culture Vulture 

runs alternate Tuesdays.

You don’t get to 500 million friends without 
making a few stereotypes

Having poor parents significantly 
reduces one’s access to elite education.
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With a historically unparalleled 
opportunity of self-expression 
comes, paradoxically, a historically 
unparalleled opportunity for 
objectification.

Complaints about Columbia’s A+ 
policy are nothing new. With every 

new class of Phi Beta Kappa inductees 
comes a new round of anonymous Bwog 
comments, bashing the system and the 
“injustice” it breeds. And, to be sure, 
those comments are not always without 
merit. As it stands today, most schools 
have transitioned away from the system 
used in Morningside Heights. Indeed, 
Columbia and Cornell are the only Ivy 
League schools that still award A+ grades, 
weighted at 4.33 for calculating GPA. It is clear that Columbia 
needs to change its A+ policy. The question is how. 

The Office of Academic Affairs has declined to reveal 
the precise distribution of A+ grades, but a report released 
by Columbia to the Law School Admissions Council reveals 
that the average GPA among Columbia’s undergraduate 
population is a 3.55, and that about 3 percent of Columbia 
undergraduates have GPAs above 4.0.

The arguments against the A+ are as convincing as they 
are numerous. The thrust of these complaints is that the 
best students in a hard science are more likely to receive an 
A+ than are the best students in the humanities, and that 
this discrepancy unfairly undermines humanities majors 
during the selection processes for Latin honors and Phi 
Beta Kappa. Although the selection process for both does 
involve subjective elements such as recommendations, the 
system is still heavily dependant upon GPA. In order to 
be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian, for example, 
a student must have a GPA above 4.0. The process seems 
even more unfair when one considers that certain academic 

divisions, such as the Chinese department, have standing 
policies not to give out the grade of A+. 

What can be done? There would seem to be two options.
The first would involve eliminating the A+ designation 

entirely, so that the grade of A is the highest available. This 
policy—used at Harvard, Yale, and Dartmouth—would guar-
antee that the strongest students in every class receive the 
same grade. 

Alas, in a world where A-range grades (A+, A, A-) are 
handed out to nearly half the students in every class, the 
complete elimination of the A+ removes the ability of the 
professor to indicate that a student’s work is truly excep-
tional. Under this system, the student at the 76th percentile 
of a large lecture would receive the same grade as the top 
student in the class.

The second option would be to keep the A+ but to weigh 
it as a 4.0, and to require that an A+ be somehow justified by a 
professor. Such is the system at Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson 
School, where professors may only assign an A+ after explic-
itly explaining to the administration why the standards for 
an A have been surpassed. The use of such a roadblock, such 
that assigning an A+ becomes patently inconvenient for a 
professor, has gone a long way in limiting the use of the grade 
to the few situations who truly deserve it. 

Adopting this policy would also extend an advantage to 
Columbia students who apply for admissions to graduate 
schools. Many admissions boards, such as the Law School 

Admissions Council, will reweigh an A+ as a 4.33, no mat-
ter how it is treated by the student’s university. Thus, the 
nominal use of the designation would give Columbia appli-
cants an inter-school leg-up in graduate school admissions, 
without contributing to the intra-school unfairness that has 
caused such strife at Columbia.

There remains the difficult question of how to navi-
gate Columbia’s bureaucracy on an issue as complicated 
and loaded as university grading. Two years ago, when the 
call for A+ reform was at its fever pitch, Barnard Professor 
Herbert Sloan was quoted as suggesting that changes were 
“under consideration by the relevant faculty and adminis-
trative bodies.” Exactly what that meant was unclear, and it 
remains so today.

Although the exact chain of authority is unsurprisingly 
nebulous, it would seem that the committee with jurisdic-
tion is the “Task Force on Undergraduate Education”—a 
deeply ambiguous, interdisciplinary panel of professors 
who have spent the last four years “[reviewing] broad 
aspects of undergraduate education.” Despite the commit-
tee’s shrouded and opaque inner workings, no one could say 
they haven’t gotten things done—both the sweeping 2009 
changes in the Major Cultures requirement and the univer-
sity’s response to the 2007 hunger strike were based on the 
recommendations of the Task Force. 

If the Task Force wanted to change the A+ policy, they 
could. But, like so many other decisions affecting Columbia 
undergraduates, this one is likely to be made behind locked 
doors in Low Library. And so, for those of you who are both-
ered, know that the solution does not lie in anonymous in-
ternet comments or half-baked complaints to your friends. 
There is a way to get this changed—simply contact one of 
the 35 professors on the Task Force, ask to have a chat, and 
change their minds. 

James Dawson is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
political science. He is a Columbia University tour guide. Low 

Politics runs alternate Tuesdays. 

The road to a new
A+ policy

Like so many other decisions 
affecting Columbia undergraduates, 
this one is likely to be made behind 
locked doors in Low Library.
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BY RYAN YOUNG
Columbia Daily Spectator

After three weeks of play, every 
Ivy League team has a 2-1 record, ex-
cept for Cornell and Princeton, who 
are each 1-2. This week 
featured two overtime 
contests in which Penn 
beat Dartmouth in both 
teams’ first conference 
game of the season, 
and Brown suffered its 
first loss of the season to Rhode Island. 
Additionally, Harvard rebounded, Yale 
disappointed, and the eleventh time was 
the charm for Cornell.  

penn 35, dartmouth 28 (ot)
In both schools’ first conference 

game of the season, Penn (2-1, 1-0 Ivy) 
won its ninth straight matchup against 
an Ivy opponent. Additionally, this game 
marks the twelfth time in its previous 
13 matchups with Dartmouth (2-1, 0-1 
Ivy) that Penn has come out on top. Red 
and Blue sophomore quarterback Billy 
Ragone was responsible for four touch-
downs and was named Ivy Co-Offensive 
Player of the Week. Three of Ragone’s 
touchdowns came on the ground, includ-
ing one on Penn’s first drive of the game 
and one for the game-winner in over-
time. The Big Green offense could not 
muster a response in the extra minutes 
and faced defeat for the first time this 
season.

harvard 35, lafayette 10
The Crimson (2-1, 0-1 Ivy) rebound-

ed impressively from a difficult loss to 

Brown last weekend by dismantling a 
Patriot League opponent for the second 
time this season. Harvard beat Lafayette 
(0-4) by a score of 35-10, controlling the 
game from start to finish. Crimson play-
ers rushed for 311 yards and 4 touch-
downs, much of which was contributed 
by senior running back Gino Gordon. 
Gordon alone rushed for 170 yards and 
two touchdowns.

albany 23, yale 20
A comedy of Yale (2-1, 1-0 Ivy) errors 

led to the Bulldogs’ first loss of the season. 
Albany (2-2) was able to take advantage 
of crucial Yale mistakes on special teams, 
as the Great Danes blocked a punt (which 
was returned for a touchdown), a field 
goal, and an extra point in the contest. In 
great contrast, Albany executed on special 
teams, including downing a punt on the 

Yale one-yard line, which led to another 
Albany touchdown. The blunders helped 
to negate a solid effort from the Bulldogs’ 
defense.

rhode island 27, brown 24 (ot)
The Bears (2-1, 1-0 Ivy) followed up a 

noteworthy win over Harvard last week 

FILE PHOTO

QUICK REBOUND  |  Treavor Scales helped Harvard bounce back from a tough loss to Brown with a win against 
Lafayette this past weekend. Scales rushed for 36 yards and scored one touchdown in Saturday’s game.

SEE FOOTBALL, page 6

Penn opens Ivy slate with overtime win against Dartmouth
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TAKE DOWN  |  Ryan Murphy threatened both Princeton’s running and passing game on Saturday with a sack and nine tackles.

Over the past 
two years I’ve 

read just about ev-
ery column imag-
inable suggesting 
ways to revamp, 
reinvent, and rein-
vigorate Columbia 
athletics and Ivy 
sports as a whole. 
From pieces sug-
gesting a new 
mascot or jersey, 
to literally dismantling teams to work 
on building up others, nearly every 
idea in the book has been respectfully 
pitched. However, if Columbia and the 
rest of the Ancient Eight ever want the 
division to compete nationally, they 
must consider the difficult notion of 
granting athletic scholarships.

I say difficult notion because my 
proposal would mean reforming a 
policy that dates back to 1954, when all 
eight university presidents formed the 
“Ivy Group Agreement.” The docu-
ment states that “the members of the 
Group reaffirm their prohibition of 
athletic scholarships.” Some claim that 
changing this policy would compro-
mise the Ivy League’s high academic 
standards, but looking at other elite 
institutions indicates otherwise.

There is no reason why a school 
like Stanford can rank among the top 
academic and athletic colleges in the 
nation while a school like Columbia 
cannot. Furthermore, Northwestern’s 
football team is currently 5-0 and has 
been extremely competitive in the Big 

Ten, a division otherwise populated 
by huge public institutions. In fact, 
the most recent U.S. News and World 
Report ranked Stanford, Northwestern 
and national basketball champion 
Duke within the top 12 best academic 
schools in the nation. When a top high 
school athlete chooses Stanford over 
Columbia due to financial reasons, it’s 
a big loss for Columbia athletics and 
campus pride.

As one of the only Division I athlet-
ics conferences to abstain from granting 
athletic scholarships, this policy creates 
a hurdle for top high school athletes 
who don’t qualify for a full ride grant 
and who can obtain a full scholarship 
at another academic institution. Of the 
top 25 schools on U.S. News and World 
Report’s academic rankings, all but 
eight are outside the Ivy League and 
are able to offer scholarships for sports. 
Therefore, a bright athlete has plenty of 
top 25 options that offer both funding 
and a top-of-the-line education.

In recent years, the Ivy League’s 
reputation for competitive major sports 
teams has only diminished. While I 
take great pride in the success of some 
of Columbia’s top varsity teams, like 
rowing and fencing, the absence of a 
nationally-respected football, baseball, 
or basketball team seems unneces-
sary in this day and age. Academically 
qualified athletes would find Columbia 
and the other Ivies very attractive if the 
scholarship opportunities were equal.

Columbia is widely viewed as having 
a laughable sports program relative to 
other non-Ivy Division I schools. It’s 
a stereotype that is fresh in the minds 
of incoming students and sports fans 
nationwide and, as a result, needlessly 
gives our athletics program a bad repu-
tation. A bad reputation yields campus-
wide apathy, which in turn tarnishes 
school spirit. It’s a toxic cycle that could 
potentially be remedied by instituting 
athletic scholarships and upgrading our 
competitive level.

Cornell’s men’s basketball team, for 
example, became the first Ivy squad in 
the past dozen years to win an NCAA 
tournament game. Cornell notched 
upset wins over Temple and Wisconsin 
to become the first Ivy League school 
to make the Sweet 16 since 1979. The 
feat prompted one ESPN writer to say, 
“What Cornell has done this season 
isn’t just surprising. It’s borderline mi-
raculous.” And that’s no exaggeration. 
The fact that an Ivy like Cornell, with 
a tuition, room, and board fee hover-
ing around $50,000, could find good 
enough players willing to put up the 
big bucks is impressive in and of itself. 
Nevertheless, if Cornell’s accomplish-
ment in March Madness is the absolute 
pinnacle of success attainable for Ivy 
League schools, it doesn’t bode well for 
the potential of Columbia athletics.

Despite Cornell’s relative suc-
cess last season, Columbia has been 

BY VICTORIA JONES
Spectator Staff Writer

Perhaps what stands out most on the 
stat sheet from Saturday’s football game 
is net rushing yards for Princeton: 81.

In four quarters of 
football, the Tigers only 
managed to run the ball 
for 81 yards. With a re-
stricted game on the 
ground, Princeton had 
trouble gaining offen-
sive momentum—a fact that is clear 
from looking at the scoreboard.

Part of the credit for shutting down 
a previously successful offense rests on 
the shoulders of the Lions’ defensive 
squad. The Light Blue accumulated 78 
tackles throughout the game—senior 
captain Alex Gross contributed 13 while 
sophomore Ryan Murphy and senior 
Adam Mehrer were also at the forefront 
with nine apiece.

The trio combined for four tackles 
for loss on the day, taking a total of 13 
yards away from the Tigers. Murphy 
also broke through Princeton’s of-
fense and sacked quarterback Tommy 
Wornham for a loss of six yards.

Trying to stymie the Tigers was not 
an easy challenge though—Princeton’s 
offense tends to work quickly on the 
field even under normal circumstanc-
es. This weekend, with the trouble they 
were having on the ground, the Tigers 
used a two-minute offense, posing an 
additional problem for the Lions.

“They have a really fast no-huddle 
which was kind of tough,” Columbia 
defensive end Ryan Murphy said. “A 
couple times we didn’t get to get calls in.  
But that stuff is all correctable. I think 
we stopped them pretty well.”

Struggling with the rushing game 
made it difficult for the Tigers to put 
together too many successful drives 
down the field—Princeton had to rely 
almost completely on its passing game 
if it wanted to make much progress.

Going through the air did at least 
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In recent years, the Ivy 
League’s reputation 
for competitive major 
sports teams has only 
diminished.
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The Columbia women’s soccer 
team fell from fourth place to sixth 
in this week’s edition of the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America Mid-Atlantic Region rank-
ings. The Lions (6-2-2, 1-0-1 Ivy) 
are no longer the top Ivy League 
team in their region, as Princeton 
climbed from tenth to fifth. 

On Saturday, Columbia battled 
Brown to a 0-0 draw in Providence. 
While the Lions are unbeaten in Ivy 

play after two games, they are still 
searching for their second confer-
ence victory.

Princeton (6-4-0, 2-0-0) earned 
a 2-0 win over Fairfield on Sept. 
28 and a 2-1 win over Dartmouth 
on Oct. 2. The Tigers’ most recent 
game, a 2-1 double overtime loss at 
American on Monday, was not con-
sidered in this week’s rankings. 

Penn (5-5-0, 2-0-0), which hosts 
Columbia on Friday, fell from sixth 

into a tie with George Mason for 
tenth. While the Quakers hold a 
better Ivy record than the Lions, 
they suffered a 1-0 loss at Army on 
Sunday. 

With the rankings fluctuating so 
often, Columbia is not concerned 
about its drop.

“We’re just focusing on our 
record,” senior captain Kelly 
Hostetler said.

—Sarah Sommer

Women’s soccer drops to sixth in weekly NSCAA regional rankings

SPORTS BRIEF

SCHOOL 
NAME

OVERALL
RECORD RANK

HOFSTRA 10-1-0 1
DAYTON 10-2-0 2
CHARLOTTE 9-3-0 3
JAMES MADISON 7-5-0 4
PRINCETON 6-3-0 5
COLUMBIA 6-2-2 6
ARMY 10-3-0 7
NORTHEASTERN 7-3-1 8

NSCAA MID-ATLANTIC RANKINGS
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money to low-income students. 
An additional 2.4 million low-in-
come students are now receiving 
these grants, Duncan said. 

Duncan also mentioned that 
changes made to this year’s Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) are expected to 
make applying for aid signifi-
cantly easier. “The form [was] 
far too long, too confusing—the 
form itself was an impediment to 
going to college. That was abso-
lutely crazy,” he said.

Recently, Columbia an-
nounced that it was simplify-
ing the way students would file 
their FAFSA forms. Columbia 
has moved from using individ-
ual federal school codes to one 
University-wide federal school 
code. 

“We made the decision to 
unify our federal school code 
in order to better serve our stu-
dents and expedite the process-
ing of your federal student aid,” 
University Director of Financial 
Aid Mercy Goodnow-Smith 
wrote in an email to students 
Monday. 

In addition to national 

initiatives focused on mak-
ing higher education more ac-
cessible, Rzepka and Caperton 
brought up the “Get Schooled 
College Affordability Challenge,” 
a competition recently launched 
by MTV and the College Board 
to come up with ways to help 
students navigate the process of 
applying for financial aid.

The competition calls on 
young people to think of digi-
tal tools that make it easier for 
college students to find money 
for school, with a $10,000 prize 
for the winning concept, Rzepka 
said.

“We know that upwards of 
2 million college students don’t 
apply for any of the nearly $70 
billion that the government dis-
tributes each year. We really 
want to help,” Rzepka said.

For Duncan, these efforts are 
part of a much larger picture.

“President Obama has set an 
ambitious goal for the country. 
He wants America to again have 
the highest proportion of college 
graduates in the world by a de-
cade from now, by 2020. That’s 
the North Star for all of our edu-
cation efforts,” Duncan said.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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unable to do the same. While 
Columbia baseball managed to 
win an Ivy title just a few years 
ago, our basketball team hasn’t 
won a championship since 1968 
(Penn has won 22 times since), 
and football has been title-less 
since 1961. Remember— this is 
a division with just eight teams. 
Consequently, Columbia suffers 
the double whammy to morale 
of not even being competitive in 
most years with its own non-
scholarship conference.

If Columbia and the rest of 
the Ancient Eight ever intend 
on breaking the threshold of 
being known only for world-
class academics, certain changes 
must be considered. Put simply, 
implementing athletic scholar-
ships could potentially overhaul 
the size and scope of Ivy League 
sports. By providing financial 
incentives, teams like Cornell, 
who were “miraculous[ly]” able 
to make the Sweet 16 last year, 
would have a more equal op-
portunity for success. And that 
success wouldn’t have to be 
defined by merely making the 
field of 64, or winning one game 
in an upset—it would allow a 
school like Columbia the ability 
to recruit players from a larger 
pool and work on assembling 
stronger teams.

There is no easy fix to the 
lackluster sports programs at 
Columbia and across the Ivy 
League. You can’t force stu-
dents to go to games and you 
can’t force the teams to win. 
While the decision to reverse 
the prohibition against grant-
ing athletic scholarships would 
be difficult, it is one plausible 
solution—albeit dramatic—that 
could ameliorate the status of 
Ivy League athletics.

Michael Shapiro is a List College 
junior majoring in history and 

modern Jewish Studies. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

partially make up for the dif-
ficulties the Tigers had on the 
ground. Princeton had a total 
of 333 offensive yards, mean-
ing its game consisted almost 
entirely of passing yardage with 
252. Almost exactly half of these 
yards fell into the hands of star 
wide receiver Trey Peacock. 
With 11 receptions, Peacock ac-
cumulated a total of 125 passing 
yards on the day. Senior Andrew 
Kerr added another 80, includ-
ing a 31-yard touchdown pass in 
the third quarter.

Though the Tigers were more 
successful through the air, tak-
ing so many throws can have its 
toll on an offense’s achievement.

“He [Wornham] threw a lot 
of attempts, you know, 43 as you 
said,” Princeton head coach Bob 
Surace said. “[If ] you’re throwing 
it that much you’re gonna have a 
few you want to take back.”

Wornham was also sacked 
twice—once in the first quarter 
by Ryan Murphy for a loss of six 
yards and once in the fourth by 
Ben Popeck for a loss of eight. 
On both drives, the Tigers were 
forced to punt after they were 
unable to convert on third down.

Particularly in the second 
half of the game, Princeton had 
a hard time putting together a 
string of plays to get downfield.

“We ran well early,” Surace 
said. “And as the score got more 
out of hand, it forced our handle 
of it.”

In the Tigers’ first three 
drives of the third quarter, they 
went three and out twice. On 
the one instance in which they 
gained a first down, the initial 
play was a 33-yard complete pass 
but Princeton failed to capital-
ize, losing possession by punting 
after failing to convert over the 

next three downs.
The final drive of the third 

quarter was the first big offen-
sive achievement the Tigers had 
seen since halftime. Unsuccessful 
coverage by the Lions gave the 
Tigers four straight comple-
tions through the air for a total 
of 27 yards. On this final drive, 
Princeton racked up three first 
downs on its way to its second 
and final touchdown of the game.

The fourth quarter saw 
similar struggles as the Tigers 

only managed to gain two first 
downs—which never spurred a 
march downfield—and another 
three and out.

“We also said we had to finish 
drives and we didn’t do a good 
job of finishing drives,” Surace 
said. “I really thought we came 
out and we just didn’t finish 
things.”

Stopping the Tigers’ offense 
was a key factor in the game for 
the Lions. By suppressing a lot of 
Princeton’s progress, Columbia 

was able to keep the momentum 
in its favor. 

The Lions now know they 
have a defensive squad that can 
compete against an Ivy-caliber 
offense, particularly when it 
comes to the running game, and 
they have gotten another look at 
what struggles they have limit-
ing the passing game. With this 
knowledge, the Light Blue can 
hopefully make some changes 
that will be critical to its success 
in the upcoming weeks. 

with a tough overtime loss on 
the road in this year’s Governor’s 
Cup. Brown’s overtime field 
goal was not enough to match 
Rhode Island quarterback Steve 
Probst’s 25-yard, game-winning 
touchdown run. Brown senior 
and all-Ivy quarterback Kyle 
Newhall Caballero made his first 
start of the season, completing 
25 of 40 passes for 325 yards 
and 3 touchdowns. Brown ju-
nior safety Stephen Peyton also 
had a big day in the loss to Rhode 
Island (2-2), recording a career-
high 20 tackles and recovering 
a fumble to earn Ivy Defensive 

Player of the Week honors. 

cornell 21, bucknell 12
First-year head coach Kent 

Austin was able to notch his first 
win of the year for the Big Red 
(1-2, 0-1 Ivy) with an ugly win at 
Bucknell (0-4). Despite commit-
ting four turnovers, Cornell was 
able to secure its lead and snap 
a 10-game losing streak dating 
back to last season. Solid spe-
cial teams and defensive play 
helped the Big Red withstand 
a potential Bucknell comeback. 
Cornell freshman quarterback 
Jeff Matthews also had another 
successful game and was named 
Ivy Rookie of the Week.

Scholarships 
crucial for 
athletic 
success

Lions’ 
defense 
strong in 
weekend 
matchup

Two Ivy teams find victory 
against nonconference foes

DEFENSE from page 5

FOOTBALL from page 5

SHAPIRO from page 5

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ON THE BALL  |  Senior captain Alex Gross led the Lions with 13 tackles against Princeton.



OCTOBER 5, 2010 		          CLASSIFIEDS	 		  	 PAGE 7

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

www.sherlockdatarecovery.com
Open 24/7 in NYC. We recover/repair 
your programs/data from your Apple-
Mac, Windows or Linux workstation, 
laptop or server. $150 logical data re-
covery up to 250GB. For fast service, 
call (800) 267-4712.

 
VISUAL ARTIST NEEDS savvy Pho-
toshop/InDesign skilled freelance as-
sistant to help make photo-collages. 
Work with me; also show me how. 
(Website design knowledge helpful 
for sales phase.) $15/hr. UWS area. 
mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com
NEED P/T TEACHERS who can teach 
math up to high school or up to 8th 
grade. Salary $10-$20/hr. Please call 
(212) 826-3330.

BARTENDERS NEEDED
Males and females. No experience 
necessary for bars, clubs, restaurants, 
special events. Earn cash tips daily. 
Should enjoy working with the pub-
lic. Call (718) 956-7959.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com 

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting an apart-
ment? Work with a top-rated NYC real 
estate agent and Columbia alum (CC 
& SIPA). www.joshnathanson.com; jrn 
@corcoran.com. (212) 875-2970.

INWOOD: 3 BR/2 BATH 1500 sq ft 
co-op apt. #6D, 50 Park Terrace East. 
$620K, maint $1350. Flex floor plan. 
Call Peter Kennedy (212) 303-5242. 
Email: pkennedy@elliman.com. Web-
site: www.elliman.com/pjk

STUDIO APT FOR RENT
Beautiful Harlem brownstone. Sunny, 
renovated. Large new kitchen. Large 
shared bath w/separate bathtub and 
shower. Avail now. $1300/mo. Includes 
heat, gas, electric and water utils. West 
140s between Convent & St Nicho-
las. Prudential Douglas Elliman Real 
Estate: Broker. Reduced broker fee. 
Call Alicia Hughes, CU ’01. (917) 862-
1729.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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