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First-graders serenaded a 
crowd of elderly Morningside 
Heights residents as volun-
teers played tambourines at Le 
Monde restaurant on Monday.

The event was organized by 
local non-profit Morningside 
Village, a subset of the nation-
al organization Lifeforce in 
Later Years, in honor of Love 
an Elder Day. It started off with 
a luncheon for elderly locals 
and the volunteers who care 
for them regularly, and con-
cluded with a performance by 
first-graders from the School at 
Columbia University, who sang 
numbers including “My Dog 
Rex” and “Shalom Chaverim.”

The national organization 

Lifeforce in Later Years, which 
was founded in 2009 and fo-
cuses on improving quality 
of life for the elderly, lobbied 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg to 
officially designate Oct. 1 as 
Love an Elder Day. The day 
coincides with the United 
Nations’ International Day of 
Older Persons.

“The elderly are sort of 
invisible—they’re not in the 

media, not even in family 
homes anymore,” said Irene 
Zola, founder of Lifeforce 
in Later Years. Morningside 
Village is hoping to bring the 
elderly back into focus by 
involving the Morningside 
Heights community in Love 
an Elder Day.

Among the attendees at the 
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Students have railed against 
Barnard administrators for not 
being transparent about poli-
cy changes and budget cuts 
over the last two years. But 
on Monday night, Barnard 
President Debora Spar said 
that communication is a two-
way street, and that students 
could be doing more to com-
municate their opinions to 
administrators.

Spar was the administrative 
guest at Monday night’s Student 
Government Association meet-
ing, where she discussed stu-
dent frustration over this year’s 
housing crunch and the im-
pending closure of the Barnard 
pool. Spar said that improve-
ments need to be made in the 
way that SGA, students, and the 
administration communicate 
with one another.

“We do have a lot of chan-
nels in place for student input 
… We need to rely on you all, the 
representative system, so stu-
dents have a place to take their 
concerns so they are fed to us,” 
Spar said. “I think the channels 
are there—we just need to make 
sure they’re used.”

Spar said that few students 
have responded to emailed 
surveys, and that there has 
been poor attendance at her 
and Dean Avis Hinkson’s of-
fice hours. Still, SGA President 
JungHee Hyun, BC ’13, said 
that sudden decisions over 
the last two years to eliminate 
part-time tuition and to re-
quire all students to purchase 
meal plans “got personal” for 
students.

“Students felt, ‘Why is it 
happening to us?’ Can’t there 
be a sounding board for student 
input?” Hyun asked Spar.

Spar said that she and Chief 
Operating Officer Greg Brown 
would like to form a group of 
students to provide feedback 
during administrative deci-
sion-making. She also noted 
the administration makes many 
decisions over the summer, 
suggesting that this gap is par-
tially responsible for students 
feeling like they aren’t being 

consulted.
“How do we make sure you 

all are in the loop by the time 
you hit the ground? We need 
to send email at the end of the 
school year just telling people 
what’s going on,” she said.

Spar also described budget 
cuts that have frustrated stu-
dents—including the decision 
to close the pool, and the elimi-
nation of part-time tuition—as 
necessary for moving forward 
with major campus renova-
tions and expanding financial 
aid grants.

“The return to the full-time 
tuition policy was a big deal … 
Over time I think that it was a 
good and fair thing to do, al-
though it always hits the stu-
dents who are here at the mo-
ment most directly,” Spar said. 
“I can’t promise, but I don’t 
think we will face another cut 
like that one.”

Spar told Spectator last 
week that the series of budget 
cuts has been part of a concert-
ed effort to slash up to $8 mil-
lion from the college’s approxi-
mately $160 million annual 
operating budget. Twenty-five 
percent of the cuts will come 
from student programming, 25 
percent will come from curric-
ulum, and 50 percent will come 
from administrative budgets.

“There will be further cuts,” 
Spar told SGA members. “I do 
not think they will affect the 
student life in a significant way.”

After Spar left the meeting, 
SGA members discussed ways 
to encourage student commu-
nication with the administra-
tion, and to get more involved 
in administrative policy de-
bates themselves.

“It’s on us to go to the stu-
dents, and for students to come 
to us,” vice president of student 
activities Sarah Steinmann, BC 
’13, said. “We need to figure out 
how to do it better, because we 
don’t do it well.”

“We all try really hard to 
communicate. At the end of the 
day, a lot of it falls on the stu-
dent body,” junior class presi-
dent Aliza Hassine said.

Vice president  for 

BY EMMA CHENG
Columbia Daily Spectator 

After years of delays, the long-
abandoned Victoria Theater site is 
close to getting financing for con-
struction and redevelopment.

The Victoria Theater, a Harlem 
icon on 125th Street between 
Frederick Douglass and Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. boulevards, 
has been vacant since it closed in 
1989. It’s now slated for redevel-
opment by Danforth Development 
Partners, LLC and Exact Capital.

According to Harlem 
Community Development 

Corporation President 
Curtis Archer, the 26-story, 
360,000-square-foot complex 
will feature a 210-room hotel with 
a ballroom, mixed-income rental 
housing, a cultural arts center with 
a 199-seat theater, retail space, a 
restaurant and jazz club, and an 
underground parking lot. 

“We’ve made tremendous 
progress and are, right now, in the 
throes of locking up a bank for a 
construction loan,” Exact Capital 
co-president Michael Callaghan 
said. “We’re looking to close on 
financing in the first quarter of 
2013. We’ll have a 24-month build 

schedule, so the building should 
be complete by the first quarter of 
2015.”

Some of the theater’s archi-
tectural features, including the 
front exterior, the lobby, and the 
staircase, will be preserved, while 
the original marquee and blade 
sign will be replicated. Danforth 
President Steve Williams said his 
company is collaborating with the 
State Historic Preservation Office 
on the project.

“They have inspected the site 
and they have come to meetings. 
We talked with them, and we have 
gotten their tentative approval on 
the project,” Williams said.

The Harlem CDC, which has 
owned the building since 1977, 
chose Danforth to redevelop the 
site in 2007. The newly devel-
oped space, which Archer said 
will cost $143 million, is also slat-
ed to include four arts organiza-
tions: the Harlem Arts Alliance, 
JazzMobile, the Classical Theater 
of Harlem, and the Apollo Theater 
Foundation, Inc.

“A number of institutions who 
had been advocates for Harlem, 
celebrating the history and culture, 
were getting displaced by increas-
ing rental rates,” Williams said. 
“I felt that people who had been 

advocating for Harlem should 
be rewarded and be a part of the 
largest development project in 
Harlem, maybe even in its histo-
ry. So we put together a team of a 
broad spectrum of great groups.”

Michael Unthank, a consultant 
for the Harlem Arts Alliance, said 
the organization is working to cre-
ate a “collaborative cultural space” 
with other arts organizations.

“Right now, the consortium 
of arts organizations is working 
with the architects to organize the 
space,” Unthank said. “Because of 
HAA’s nature as a service organiza-
tion, we will serve as the link to the 
grassroots Harlem art community.”

The redevelopment process 
started in late 2004, when the 
Harlem CDC, in conjunction with 
the Empire State Development 
Corporation, issued a request for 
proposals. There were 11 propos-
als, and Danforth’s was chosen af-
ter a three-year evaluation period.

“In the late 1990s, there was 
a study that found that the high-
est growth opportunity in north-
ern Manhattan was culture and 
tourism,” Archer said. “Danforth’s 
proposal totally capitalized on 
that. The others didn’t incorporate 

Spar: Students need to 
communicate with us
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION  |  The Victoria Theater, a Harlem 
icon on 125th Street, has been vacant since it closed in 1989.
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TRANSPARENT  |  BC President Debora Spar told SGA members that students need to do more to communicate with administrators.

M’side seniors dine at Le Monde
Children sing to 
elderly in honor 
of first Love an 
Elder Day

SEE VICTORIA, page 2 SEE SGA, page 2
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Harlem police officer Kevin 
Williams is moving up in the 
world. 

In an event at the Police 
Athletic League on Thursday 
night, Williams—the com-
mander of the New York Police 
Department’s 28th Precinct—was 
honored for his recent promotion 
from captain to deputy inspec-
tor. Archbishop George Michael 
Apollo also presented Williams 
with the Golden Deputy Inspector 
Award—a $25,000 plaque featur-
ing Williams’ likeness—saying 
that Williams was joining “a fra-
ternity of golden soldiers.”

Since arriving in the 28th 
Precinct—which borders 
Morningside Avenue to the west 
and Central Park to the south—
in August 2011, Williams has 
had to deal with a wide range 
of criminal activities, including 
gang violence among teen “youth 
crews” and illegal dirt bike and 
all-terrain vehicle racing. He 
has sometimes come under fire 
from neighborhood associations, 
which have accused the precinct 
of ignoring their suggestions 
and of not sending out enough 

patrol officers to interact with 
the community.

But Thursday night’s cere-
mony marked a change in tone 
from most precinct community 
meetings, where police are often 
criticized for perceived inaction 
and inflexibility. Williams said 
that while those concerns exist 
in the 28th precinct, progress is 
being made.

“West Harlem is one place 
where interaction between po-
lice and community is critical,” he 
said. “We don’t always agree, but 
I think we have a mutual respect 
for each other.”

At the event, Williams was 
praised by fellow officers, precinct 
commanders, and community 
leaders like Jackie Rowe-Adams, 

leader of the anti-gun activist 
group Harlem Mothers SAVE.

“He doesn’t mind rolling up 
his sleeves. He makes us feel 
safe,” Adams said, recalling that 
Williams once accompanied her 
to a school to talk to students 
about their fear of dealing with 
the police.

“Those young men had an 
experience more valuable than I 
could have imagined, and for that 
I respect him,” Adams said.

“He’s a gentleman,” Apollo said 
told the Harlem civic leaders and 
police officers who attended the 
event. “He’s well-respected and 
a people person, which is so im-
portant when dealing with such 
a diverse community.”

A commendation from New 
York State Senator Bill Perkins 
was also read.

“Ult imately,  Deputy 
Inspector Williams has sought 
to and succeeded in making po-
lice relations to the community 
better,” the commendation read.

Williams said that he was 
humbled and honored to be pro-
moted, but acknowledged that 
more needs to be done to make 
Harlem safe.

“When I found out that I was 

The all-female Shakespeare theater 
company Manhattan Shakespeare 
Projects is travelling to Palestine in 
November to work with students at a 
drama school and refugee camp. 

Theater troupe heads 
to Palestine

Columbia’s sponsorship of professor 
Elisabeth Lindenmayer’s class trip to 
North Korea last spring was the first 
of its kind. Join the discussion.
1501 International Affairs Building, 6 p.m.

The Lions have not been particlarly 
strong on offense this season, 
especially on third downs and in the 
red zone.

Putting up points still 
a struggle for CU 
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Victoria Theater redevelopment nears financing goal

Harlem precinct commander honored

A First Glimpse of North 
Korea

At SGA, Spar asks students to do 
more to bring concerns to admins

Caitlin Brown explains that as a society, 
we need to stop victim-blaming.

Blame undeserved

Salonee Bhaman says community can 
be found in unexpected places.

Home, sweet, home?
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LOVE ME  |  A Morningside Heights resident eats lunch at Le 
Monde restaurant on Love an Elder Day.

SEE WILLIAMS, page 2
SEE ELDER, page 2

“It’s not just about 
having a gun and 
a badge. It’s about 
communication.”

—Kevin Williams,

28th Precinct commander
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communications Malvina 
Kefalas, BC ’14, is already 
working on new strategies to 
keep students up-to-date with 
campus news. When causes 
like saving the Barnard pool 
and supporting Barnard union 
workers start to gain traction 
among students, SGA “will be 
releasing statements to get rid 
of this elephant-in-the-room 
silence that has plagued SGA 
for a long time,” Kefalas said.

“We’re going to be a lot more 
vocal, and everyone’s going to 
love it,” Kefalas said.

Hyun said that student at-
tendance at Tuesday night’s ad-
ministrative town hall—which 
is being held tonight at 6 p.m. 
in the Diana Center Event 
Oval—will be decisive in lay-
ing the foundation for students 
and administrators to improve 
communication.

“This town hall is kind of 
the brain child of the progres-
sion of this month,” Hyun said. 
“This won’t work unless we 
have students there. If we can’t 
get students there, then what 
are we doing?”

emma.goss
@columbiaspectator.com

SGA plans to ‘be a lot more vocal’ about hot topics
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IN THE HOT SEAT  |  Barnard President Debora Spar talked to 
members of the Student Government Association Monday night.

cultural components.”
The project was delayed by a 

lack of funding after the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. But last year, Exact 
Capital offered additional funds, 
and the project immediately got 
off the ground.

Despite the funding problems 
and delayed start, Williams said he 
is hopeful about the project’s po-
tential to create jobs.

“Harlem has had lots of resi-
dential projects, but it hasn’t had 
the injection of hundreds of new 
jobs that have the skill sets suitable 
for local residents,” he said.

The New York City Regional 
Economic Development Council’s 
five-year strategic plan identifies 
the Victoria Theater and Apollo 

Theater redevelopment projects as 
“catalysts for the further economic 
resurgence of Upper Manhattan.” 
Williams said that the project 
would create 576 construction jobs 
and 373 permanent jobs. 

According to Archer, the proj-
ect will also create 229 housing 
units—about half of them afford-
able housing.

“When we were first going 
down this road, we were just 
looking for condominiums. Then, 
the condo market tanked, and we 
shifted to affordable rental units,” 
Archer said. “Now, this is even bet-
ter, because we can open up to the 
community.”

Williams said that Harlem res-
ident have generally had positive 
opinions of the project, though 
some are still skeptical about how 

it will benefit the neighborhood.
“It may be bringing more jobs, 

but does it really bring mean more 
jobs for the community?” Harlem 
resident Bruce Bobbitt said. “It’s 
very hard to get a job now, so we 
keep striving for something better.”

But Zachary Riddick, who has 
lived in Harlem on and off for 
years, expressed more optimism. 
Glancing across 125th Street at 
the theater, he reminisced about 
spending all day there with a 75-
cent movie ticket in the ’60s.

“I think it ’s good that 
they’re getting the Victoria 
back to the days when I was a 
kid,” Riddick said.

“I think it should be preserved,” 
he added. “And I’m glad that 
they’re doing something positive.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Theater redevelopment to create hundreds of jobs

luncheon were Edith Taussig, a reg-
ular volunteer with Morningside 
Village, and Ereny Poulos, who has 
lived in Morningside Heights for 
over 30 years. 

Over cauliflower and roasted 
tomato soup, Poulos and Taussig 
made it clear that the generation 
gap is not nearly as wide as stu-
dents may think.

“I use Starbucks as a rest stop 
on my walk,” Poulos said. “I al-
ways feel like I’m the oldest one 
there. So I asked the guy, ‘Do you 
give a discount to seniors?’ and he 
said, ‘No.’”

“It’s the first time I’ve been to 
one of these events,” Poulos add-
ed. “I recognize all the elderly 

faces, even though we don’t know 
each other.”

Taussig has lived in 
Morningside Heights since 1951.

“I came here in 1949 as an im-
migrant, and some of my friends 
moved out of their apartment, 
and so I took it,” Taussig said. She 
lived in the same building until 
Columbia bought it.

Miriam Hurbitz, another 
guest at the luncheon, has lived 
in Morningside Heights for more 
than 60 years, and her husband 
taught at Columbia. She attended 
the luncheon with her volunteer, 
Charlotte, who “comes once a 
week and makes me go for a walk,” 
Hurbitz said.

Over lunch, Hurbitz talk-
ed about the importance of 

organizations like Morningside 
Village.

“This idea is a good one,” 
Hurbitz said. “We live in a neigh-
borhood with lots of elderly 
people who are connected to 
Columbia University. It’s nice to 
have people you can see who you 
have something in common with.”

But while many of the seniors 
involved with Morningside Village 
are affiliated with Columbia, 
Françoise Noble, co-coordinator 
of Morningside Village, empha-
sized that the organization is open 
to all seniors in the neighborhood.

“There are a lot of Columbia 
people we are getting connected 
with,” Noble said. “But we try not 
to be only Columbia.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Seniors reflect on decades in M’side Heights
ELDER from front page

going to be the commanding of-
ficer of the 28th Precinct, it blew 
my mind,” Williams said. “Never 
in my wildest dreams did I think 
I’d be here.”   

“The award is truly a bless-
ing,” he added. “I’m out here do-
ing what I believe in. It’s not just 
about having a gun and a badge. 

It’s about communication with 
the community.”

Williams’ father, Jerome 
Williams, served as a sergeant in 
the 28th Precinct in the 1980s. 
Williams joked that his father 
told him not the ruin the fam-
ily name.

“I hope I haven’t done that,” 
he said.

Williams’ wife Darlene, who 

met him while he was study-
ing criminal justice at John Jay 
College, praised her husband for 
his commitment to the NYPD 
and to Harlem.

“We’ll talk about the com-
munity, about what we think he 
should do,” she said. “He’s really 
committed to what he’s doing. 
We’re proud of him.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Williams: ‘I’m out here doing what I believe in’
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IT’S AN HONOR  |  Kevin Williams, the commander of the 28th Precinct, speaks on Thursday night.
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holding the visitors to a sin-
gle score while scoring three 
touchdowns on offense, but the 
effort proved too little too late 
for the Big Green, as the Red 
and Blue left Hanover with a 
28-21 victory. The Big Green 
heads back on the road this 
weekend, continuing confer-
ence play at Yale.

harvard
The Crimson (3-0, 1-0 

Ivy) are now both nationally 
ranked and the sole unde-
feated Ivy team after Friday 
night’s blowout 52-3 win over 
Holy Cross. Harvard senior 
quarterback Colton Chapple, 
who is now third in the nation 
in passing efficiency, went 13-
for-18, passing for 260 yards 
and four touchdowns, earning 
recognition as the Ivy League 
Offensive Player of the Week. 
No. 25 Harvard will look to re-
tain its national ranking and 
remain undefeated this week-
end as it hosts Cornell this 
Saturday.

penn
Penn (1-2, 1-0 Ivy) won its first 

game of the season against previ-
ously undefeated conference op-
ponent Dartmouth. The Quakers 
showcased their offensive and 
defensive talent in what was the 
first of three nationally televised 
games they play this season. The 
defense led the Red and Blue to a 
20-0 halftime lead over the home 
team, while the offense success-
fully executed a two-point conver-
sion to win 28-21 at Dartmouth. 
After the big win, the Red and 
Blue return home for a two-week 
stretch against William and Mary 
and Columbia respectively.

princeton
The previously winless Tigers 

(1-2, 1-0 Ivy) left New York with 
a notch in the win column after 
defeating Columbia 33-6 this 
weekend. After two consecutive 
narrow losses against Lehigh and 
Georgetown, the Tigers’ defense 
held the Lions to only six points, 
while picking off Columbia se-
nior quarterback Sean Brackett 
twice and sacking him five times. 
But the Tigers’ best performance 

was on special teams, as they re-
turned the opening kickoff for 
a touchdown and scored four 
field goals. Princeton stays on 
the road this weekend, playing 
Lafayette before heading home 
to face Brown on October 13.

 
yale

The Bulldogs (1-2, 0-1 Ivy) are 
struggling to get back on track 
after a blowout loss to Cornell 
last week and losing their home 
opener against Colgate, 47-24, 
this past weekend. Despite tak-
ing an early lead in the first and 
holding on into the latter half of 
the second quarter, the Bulldogs 
found themselves behind 35-17 
at halftime after Colgate rallied, 
scoring 21 points in 10 min-
utes. Yale was unable to muster 
a strong offensive effort in the 
second half, scoring only once in 
the third quarter, while Colgate 
rallied in the fourth, sealing a 
23-point victory. The Bulldogs 
will look to capitalize off of 
Dartmouth’s recent woes as they 
continue Ivy play and host the 
Big Green this weekend.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY CAROLINE BOWMAN
Spectator Staff Writer

Playing in a match that goes 
into double overtime is a rar-
ity that is both physically and 
mentally trying for any soccer 
player. And losing in double 
overtime is just about as bad 
as it gets. After spending the 
majority of last week in prep-
aration for the Lions’ criti-
cal matchup against Ivy rival 
Brown, the women’s soccer team 
(5-5-0) found itself on the los-
ing side of a double-overtime 
matchup against Lehigh (2-8-
0) on Monday night, losing 2-1. 

As the clock ticked closer to 
the 90-minute mark, the Lions 
were seconds away from putting 
a win in the record books. Junior 

midfielder/forward Coleen Rizzo 
had just scored for the Lions off 
of a penalty kick in the 55th min-
ute, a shot that gave the Light 
Blue a 1-0 lead over the Mountain 
Hawks. Sophomore forward 
Darby Wiegand capitalized on a 
penalty kick opportunity in the 
90th minute for the Mountain 
Hawks, burying the ball in the 
back of the net to tie the game 
1-1. In the second overtime pe-
riod, junior forward Paige Dyrek 
kicked the game-winner with 
a goal off of a corner kick from 
freshman defender Paige Elliott.

To make matters worse for 
the Lions, this isn’t the first time 

that they have lost to Lehigh in 
overtime. Going into last night’s 
matchup, Rizzo said that the 
Lions had a close call with Lehigh 
the previous year and had lost in 
overtime. “We ended up losing at 
the very end. So there is a lot of 
revenge in this game,” she said.

After putting a strong at-
tacking offense on the field 
in previous games, the Lions 
struggled to find their rhythm, 
recording only seven shots in the 
120-minute period. Lehigh, on 
the other hand, managed dou-
ble the number of shots against 
the Light Blue defense, tallying 
14 shots on the day. The Lions 
will look to recover this week-
end. when they face league 
rival Penn on Friday night.  

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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ONE FOR 23  |  Junior midfielder/forward Coleen Rizzo scored on a penalty kick to give the Lions a lead.

Light Blue falls to Lehigh in 2OT
LEAGUE from back page

Race for third in Ivies still competitive

play better than the best team. 
In men’s soccer, Cornell and 
Brown are both ranked na-
tionally. In men’s basketball, 
Harvard, Penn, and Princeton 
should be tough teams to beat. 
In squash, Ivy teams are so 
good they can take seven of the 

top nine national spots. .
If Columbia teams were ex-

tremely consistent, we’d proba-
bly expect them to finish exactly 
where they “should,” which is 
probably not in first. It would be 
unfair to expect both consisten-
cy and league-wide dominance. 
But add a little inconsistency and 
all that separates the best Lions 

squads from conference crowns 
is a couple of good performances 
at opportune times. And I can 
realistically hope that happens.

Muneeb Alam is a Columbia 
College sophomore. He is an 

associate sports editor for 
Spectator.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Lack of consistency useful for weaker sides
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BY RACHEL DUNPHY
Columbia Daily Spectator 

For Sheila Heti, art imitates life far more than 
life imitates art.

The School of the Arts kicked off the sixth an-
nual Creative Writing Lecture series with Sheila 
Heti on Sept. 27. A young author of fiction and 
“conversational philosophy,” Heti published her 
fourth book, “How Should A Person Be? A Novel 
from Life,” this year.

Heti is the first to admit that her work blurs 
the line between fiction and nonfiction. The 
novel is comprised of pseudo-biographical vi-
gnettes that derive mostly from conversations 
Heti recorded between her and her friends over 
a period of several years. 

“I wanted to talk to my friends and so I let 
myself,” she said.

But Heti asserts that the people who inspire 
the characters of the same name are not the 
characters themselves, but full and dynamic liv-
ing beings. According to Heti, the lines we all 
draw between our own realities and fantasies 
are constructs. 

“We’re all fictions,” Heti said.
She also said that recent experience taught 

her that seeing people as characters, like any 
writer or reader is prone to, is not to see them 
fully. She didn’t want to see people as charac-
ters any more, she said, and she considered it 
irresponsible to write them as such. “But,” she 
asked the audience, “how do you write a book 
without characters?”

Heti cautioned the crowd to be careful of the 
lines between reality and representation. 

“I had this utopian idea that if you put out a 
representation of yourself, people would react 
to the representation and not to me,” she said. 
But her life, she explained, became merged with 
the character in her book in a way she didn’t 
expect, and the blending of fiction and life has 
taken its toll on all of the friends she brought 
into her book. “In terms of what I thought we 
were all learning, I don’t know if we learned 
those things.”

Since publishing the novel, Heti has been re-
flecting on the kind of writer she wants to be-
come, noting that she hopes to write “about the 
most beautiful things about being alive.” With 
this latest work, Heti said that she tried to de-
parts from convention by not putting “any re-
striction” on her creative process.

Heti said her first big breakthrough in this 
new process occurred when she decided not to 
censor herself as she worked on “The Middle 
Stories,” also published in the United States ear-
lier this year. For Heti, writers always feel the 
temptation to “fix the originality and authentic-
ity in their work.” But letting herself follow her 
creative impulses, even when they motivated her 
to write “badly,” made her work freer, she said. 

“The only place where you can do whatever 
you want in life is in art,” Heti said.

The author of three novels and collection of 
short stories, Heti has written for the New York 
Times, Bookforum, McSweeney’s, n+1, and The 
Guardian among others. She is based in Toronto 
and currently works as interviews editor at The 
Believer magazine.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

BY MOLLIE GALCHUS
Columbia Daily Spectator 

By introducing a promising vibraphonist to 
campus, Miller Theatre hopes to attract new 
audience members and give a young musician 
the opportunity to perform in a larger venue.

Christian McBride and Inside Straight will 
open the 2012-2013 season of Miller Theatre’s 
jazz series on Saturday. The quartet, led by jazz 
bassist McBride, will feature Steve Wilson on 
saxophone, Peter Martin on piano, and introduce 
Warren Wolf on vibraphone. McBride’s music 
can be described as straight-head jazz that in-
cludes bebop, standards, and even funk. 

McBride, a Grammy Award-winning musi-
cian, is returning to Miller for a second time 
with this performance. 

Melissa Smey, executive director of the Arts 
Initiative and Miller Theatre, said McBride is 
“warm, personable, funny, and smart,” and said 
that McBride’s personality shines through his 
performances, creating a relaxed environment 
in the theater.

“If this is your first experience coming to a 
concert, this would be a great one to come to as 
a first-time audience member,” Smey said.

Smey also said that she is thrilled to intro-
duce Warren Wolf to the Columbia community, 
having heard him perform four years ago. Smey 
remembers being taken aback by Wolf ’s talent.

“I’ve wanted to work with him at Miller 
Theatre. He’s a young and upcoming musi-
cian and it’s the idea that he’ll play this gig 

with Christian, our audience will get a chance 
to know him, and then it would be a dream of 
mine to invite him and have him come back as a 
bandleader in the future,” she said. 

This is a model Smey has previously used in 
Miller’s jazz series.

“We have a 688-seat venue to fill, and so work-
ing to see the development of an artist from being 
in a small venue to being a guest with a higher, 
profound musician, then the idea that they come 
here in this series playing as a sideman, and then 
we can, in a year or two, take a leap with them and 
give them an opportunity for a promotion and a 
boost in their career,” Smey said. 

This concert, along with future concerts in 
the jazz series, is a way for the Columbia com-
munity to attend professional performances 
without having to worry about an age require-
ment or traveling to a faraway venue. 

“A lot of our patrons like the idea that it’s a 

concert setting instead of a club setting,” Smey 
added. “Sometimes we’re able to bring things to 
the series here in a concert hall that a jazz club 
couldn’t do.”

Vijay Iyer and Craig Tabor’s duo piano project 
recently performed at Miller Theatre. Their act 
involved two Steinway grand pianos—something 
that would be physically impossible in a small jazz 
club. The theater venue gave the performers artis-
tic freedom, without the constraint of size or space. 

“We’re on the campus, we are a campus ven-
ue, and one of the things that is really important 
for us is audience development and the idea of 
bringing new audiences to the entire range of 
programming,” Smey said.

The performance will take place Saturday, Oct. 6 
at 8 p.m. With a valid CUID, students can purchase a 
discounted ticket to see Christian McBride and Inside 
Straight and receive an additional ticket for free.

arts@columbiaspectator.com 

Sheila Heti walks 
the line between 
fiction, nonfiction

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLER THEATRE

ALL THAT JAZZ  |  Grammy Award-winning jazz bassist Christian McBride will return to Miller 
Theatre as part of a jazz quartet that includes Steve Wilson, Peter Martin, and Warren Wolf.

LILY LIU-KRASON FOR SPECTATOR

THE WRITER’S WRITER  |  Sheila Heti discuss-
es authenticity, fiction, and her latest work at the 
School of the Arts’s first creative writing lecture.

Miller Theatre to open its jazz series with Christian McBride

“If this is your first experience 
coming to a concert, this 
would be a great one to come 
to as a first-time audience 
member. ”

—Melissa Smey, executive director of the 
Arts Initiative and Miller Theatre

BY ZOË MILLER
Columbia Daily Spectator 

For the all-female Shakespeare company 
Manhattan Shakespeare Project, all the world re-
ally is a stage for cross-cultural communication.

MSP’s newest project, “Shakespeare For A 
New World: The Palestinian Voice,” is centered 
on the creation of original theatrical pieces that 
will incorporate Shakespeare’s sonnets and 
Palestinian youth songs. Teaching artists Sarah 
Eismann, SoA ’12, and Jensen Olaya, SoA ’12, will 
travel to Palestine in late November, accompa-
nied by documentary film director Lena Rudnick, 
SoA directing candidate, to work with students 
at the Drama Academy Ramallah and the Jenin 
refugee camp’s Freedom Theatre.

Eismann said that although “Shakespeare For 
A New World” and MSP are not political entities, 
projects “have the potential for having political 
undertones” by nature of the fact that MSP is an 
all-female company traveling to a region often as-
sociated with more rigid patriarchy. But the pur-
pose of “Shakespeare For A New World,” above 
all else, is for Eismann and Olaya to work with the 
students at the Drama Academy Ramallah to create 
theater and art. Due to their geographical location, 
the Palestinian theater students are extremely iso-
lated. The project will “help get their voice outside 

of the borders of Palestine,” Eismann said.
The concept of “Shakespeare For A New 

World” emerged after Eismann performed in 
an international production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” that took place in 2011 at the 
Folkwang University of the Arts in Germany. 
The “Midsummer” cast was comprised of acting 
students from Folkwang, in addition to students 
from Columbia, the Drama Academy Ramallah, 
the Shanghai Theatre Academy, and the Lucian 
Blaga University of Sibiu. 

Eismann said that she was inspired by the 
beauty of “a Palestinian Helena working with a 
Romanian Demetrius.” Shakespeare’s words, she 
realized, could effectively cut across cultural and 
linguistic barriers. “We found our common world. 
We found our common language,” she said.

The Folkwang production, Eismann said, led 
to an epiphany. “If only the world could work 
this way, we would have no problems,” she said. 
“It wouldn’t be me against you—it would be what 
was on that stage.”

Eismann was thrilled when the Drama 
Academy Ramallah’s director invited her to teach 
the “Shakespeare For A New World” workshops 
and make this vision of “a completely united, 
holistic, humanistic world” more of a reality—at 
least in theater. 

As time went on, the project gained momentum 
and “exploded into this very idealistic, very grandi-
ose plan.” The intense, six-hours-a-day workshops 
will include not only actors from the Academy but 
also teenagers at the Jenin refugee camp, which is 
one of the oldest, most devastated refugee camps 
in Palestine. With the help of a team including 
Rudnick, these workshops and the performances 
that result from them will be filmed.

In the next five years, Eismann hopes to take 
the methodology that the MSP team learns from 
the Ramallah and Jenin workshops and bring it 
to high school students in New York. 

The end goal, she said, is to get diverse com-
munities across the globe to learn about each 
other, “to use Shakespeare to talk, to create the-
ater, to create peace.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com

SoA women take Shakespeare project to Palestine

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROBIN JUNICKE

 DRAMA QUEEN |  Sarah Eismann performs with the six Helenas in Folkwang University’s production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” in Essen, Germany.

“We found our common 
world. We found our common 
language.” 

—Sarah Eismann, SoA ’12

“I had this utopian idea that if 
you put out a representation 
of yourself, people would 
react to the representation 
and not to me.”

—Sheila Heti
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I have some trouble with end-of-
September staleness. Something 

about the process of my once wide-
open calendar being populated by 
recurrent events and punctuated by 
deadlines immediately evokes the 
feeling of mid-semester monotony. 
Too soon, it seems like we’ll get to 
the place in the year when path-
ways to and from class have become 
beaten and seat choices Pavlovian. 
There’s nothing inherently wrong 
with this routine—in fact, it allows 
us to order our lives with an almost intuitive logic—
however, often, it feels like possibilities for change are 
all the more easily excluded. That mid-semester stride, 
once hit, seems to be an affirmation that our lives are 
set to remain largely set, at least tonally, in stone for the 
remainder of the semester.

Sometime during this week of possibilities a group of 
friends and I decided, mostly on a whim and under the 
guise of experiencing an oft-referenced Columbia tradi-
tion, to try 1020’s Tuesday-night trivia. As proof of a total 
lack of serious commitment to the game (should I say 
sport?), we ambled in as Round 1 was ending, perching 
on the pool table. However, by the end of the next hour, 
I had somehow become some sort of trivia monster who 
spoke under her breath in urgent whispers and was im-
possibly proud of any ’90s rock songs I had managed to 
inexplicably remember.

My interest in researching community at trivia night 
was rooted in trying to find out why people who had 
joined the cult of trivia were so enthusiastic about it. I 
came away with an answer far sooner than I thought I 
would. Despite my trepidation regarding routine, ritual 
has a pretty impressive way of bonding. Seeing the same 
group of people on an appointed day or time allows us to 
rely on their presence, even passively. Nonetheless, it’s 
worthwhile to deconstruct for a moment what elements of 
my new weekly exercise make it so appealing. 

Most obviously, competition is a great bonder. I’ve nev-
er played a team sport, nor have I competed in anything 
purely for recreation, so to some degree I’ve typically un-
derstood competition more along the lines of deeply spe-
cific and personal interactions. Team-based competition is 
a whole different game. Everyone brings a strength to the 
table, whether it be an intimate knowledge of the original 
Mortal Kombat game or having a backlog of old Oscar win-
ners. What may have been relegated to some subconscious 
backlog can render one an expert of a given niche. The 
moment when you are the only one at your table—perhaps 
even the whole bar—with the answer, seems to justify the 
pursuit of knowledge solely for the joy of curiosity. The 
especially sweet victories accomplish this with topics par-
ticularly close to your heart. 

In addition, participating in the tradition of Tuesday-
night trivia has given me a feeling of being part of a 
circuit all of a sudden, a club that no one lists their par-
ticipation in. The same team names appear week after 
week—the more we hear them, the bigger our sudden 
rivalry. Every Tuesday, more or less this same group of 
people from anywhere around the area gathers—with 
a fair share of interlopers—and all occupy a collective 
space. Trivia Paul, the master of ceremonies, even has a 
mailing list for the die-hard among us, keeping a collec-
tive memory of scores over six-week periods. 

But, it seems that trivia’s true beauty is that it has cre-
ated a community around something completely unim-
portant. Rather than the usual parties of the weekend, 
we’ve all gathered together under the umbrella of mutual 
interest. Trivia seems so pure because it is just that: triv-
ial. For those two hours, we’re forced to commit a whole 
chunk of our time to a non-academic, non-résumé-bill-
able, and not-for-social-good moment. Moreover, it’s rare 
that answers ever come because you learned them for a 
test—it’s just something you picked up along the way. Our 
group changes and grows every week. The assortment of 
individuals isn’t determined by where you lived freshman 
year or what your interests or major are—they’re friends 
who can make it, people we wish we saw more, people 
we’d like to get to know better. For two hours, we have 
the pleasure of drinking beer and celebrating our bizarre 
collective knowledge. 

Salonee Bhaman is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
history. Points of Connection runs alternate Tuesdays.

Community trivia

Points of 
Connection

SALONEE 
BHAMAN

Despite my trepidation regarding 
routine, ritual has a pretty 
impressive way of bonding. 

Emma strolls home from the library, 
preoccupied, as is normal of a col-

lege sophomore, with thoughts about 
quizzes and friends and a boyfriend. 
Before she has the time to react, a strang-
er—the music from her headphones had 
drowned out his approach—grabs her, 
takes her to his apartment, and sub-
mits her to non-consensual sexual acts. 
Emma checks into the hospital early the 
next day, badly injured and still in a state 
of psychological shock.

Mary just finished a rough week of 
exams, and she has been drinking with a group of friends 
for several hours to let off steam. They dress up. They 
throw on heels and head out. Mary continues drinking, 
loses control, begins vomiting, and passes out. Mary wakes 
up early the next morning in an unfamiliar room, and she 
finds that an acquaintance from one of her student groups 
has taken advantage of her while she was unconscious.

I recently participated in a workshop on sexual vio-
lence presented to a group of all women. We responded 
anonymously to questions about who, exactly, was to 
blame in a “Mary”-type situation, arguably more of a gray 
area than an Emma scenario in terms of the accuser-ac-
cused dynamic and the involvement (or lack thereof ) of 
other individuals in the outcome of the assault. I listened 
to the workshop with much unease and an ever-firming 
conviction: When one individual forcibly penetrates or 
otherwise sexually assaults an unwilling other, the violator 
is responsible, and there are absolutely no circumstantial 
qualifiers that can justifiably shift the blame to the victim 
of the attack. While many participants seemed to share my 
feeling that Mary was, without question, devoid of blame, 
a competing opinion that Mary could have done certain 
things differently and that her attacker may not have been 
entirely responsible for his actions also gained prominence 
in the discussion.

Victim-blaming occurs constantly in our society, often 
without our conscious awareness. In a landmark 1984 
study, for instance, researchers demonstrated the ease 
with which humans form judgments about sexual violence 
based on their knowledge of the outcome of the event 
(a cognitive bias known as the hindsight effect). In the 
study, two groups of participants read passages describ-
ing a sequence of events, all unique except for the ending: 
Half of the participants read an account that ended with 
the rape of the protagonist, and the other half (the control 
group) read a “neutral” account, or one in which the rape 
ultimately did not occur. 

Although the woman’s personality traits and actions 
were completely identical in the two versions, the partici-
pants who read the “rape” version held the woman more 
responsible for the outcome of the situation than those 
who read the “neutral” account. “Unfortunately for vic-
tims,” the authors remarked, “their actions are made with 
foresight knowledge alone, yet are judged in hindsight.”

In conceptualizing the Mary scenario described above, 
we might easily fall into this same cognitive bias. And 

while it may happen more frequently with detached 
hypotheticals, reality confirms the human tendency to 
unknowingly blame the victim. Emma is not a hypotheti-
cal, although her name has been changed. She is a strik-
ingly pretty and charming student who spoke with me, 
with humbling candidness, about the reactions of others to 
her markedly unambiguous rape that occurred during her 
time in college.

Emma told me that she felt the impact of victim-blam-
ing in a personal conversation she once had with a friend’s 
mother about the incident. She remarked that the mother 
offhandedly ended the conversation, “Well, now you know 
better than to walk alone at night.”

Emma reflected, “Then I felt the need to defend myself, 
like, ‘Well, it wasn’t that late! The street is normally so 
busy!’ Etc., etc. It’s just crazy because she loves me and 
didn’t mean to hurt me with those words, but victim-blam-
ing is so ingrained that a lot of times we don’t even realize 
we’re doing it, even to the people that we love.”

Following a sexual assault, Emma pointed out, college 
administrators often send emails focused on steps students 
can take to “protect” themselves from rape—not wear-
ing earphones, for example, or not walking alone at night. 
Implicit in these messages is the fact that doing certain 
things or dressing a certain way predisposes you to sexual 
assault—that you’re “asking for it.” We should take care to 
reconsider how we frame these messages such that the 
suggestion for improvement is directed at the violator and 
not the violated. Returning to the Mary scenario above, one 
can reflect in hindsight that alcohol and sexual violence are 
undeniably linked, or that a provocative outfit would make 
a predator more desirous of his prey. But being drunk or 
dressing a certain way does not make a woman any more 
deserving of rape.

Blaming the victim of a sexual assault, and thereby 
depriving her—or him—of perceived resources from the 
community, may prevent her from fully recovering from 
the traumatic event. Emma said, “I feel as I am in constant 
struggle to properly and articulately voice the tangle of an-
gry emotions I have about this subject, especially when one 
of my friends makes an off-handed comment about rape.”

The hindsight we once touted as 20/20 is in need of 
repair, and we would do best to correct it lest we make 
egregiously blind judgments of those who most need 
our support. 

Caitlin Brown is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
psychology and comparative literature and society. Pick My 

Brain runs alternate Tuesdays.

Don’t blame the blameless

Pick My 
Brain

CAITLIN 
BROWN

Being drunk or dressing a certain 
way does not make a woman any 
more deserving of rape.

BY JORDAN ALAM

When I tell people that I am heading the Save the 
Pool Campaign at Barnard, folks often look at me with 
excitement and a little disbelief. I get questions ranging 
from, “Why would you put your energy into something 
that’s already been decided?” to “Isn’t it already closed?” 

To all of these, I reply that until the sign is on the door 
and the concrete is filled in, I am going to keep trying to 
save the pool in any way possible. I am not a new swim-
mer. I know what it’s like to run a tough campaign. And, 
as a student that is very much invested in the Barnard 
community, I have both my feet on the ground and invite 
others to stand with me in keeping the pool open past 
the end of this year.

Many people on Barnard’s campus don’t even know 
that we have a pool. Tucked away in the basement of 
Barnard Hall, it’s not the most publicized or familiar 
location for many of our students. However, for those 
who are frequent swimmers or who have interest in any 
water-related classes from beginning swim to aqua ex-
ercise, the pool is a spot near and dear to our hearts. It’s 
where many of those who pass the Columbia swim test 
every year take their first cautious strokes and it is where 
alumnae come back to exercise in a way that suits their 
lifestyles. It provides valuable jobs to student lifeguards. 

Beyond that, it is where children and parents from the 
broader community can take affordable swim classes 
and it accommodates the needs of orthodox religious 
women (Jewish, Muslim, and Hindu alike) who need the 
privacy of women-only hours and locker rooms that are 
very clearly separated from those for men. What affects 
some of us affects all of us—whether you swim or not, 
the comfort and safety of fellow community members 
must be of the utmost importance.

There are differences in perception about the purpose 
of the Barnard pool. Through the eyes of those wishing 
to alter the face of campus, it looks like a “swing space” 
available to be filled in with concrete, reconstructed into 
offices, and rewired for both electricity and other ameni-
ties. It is devoid of any symbolic or literal value beyond 
its offerings of a potential—and not necessarily cost-
effective—space to put overspill from other projects. 
From the perspective of a current student, alumna, or 
faculty member however, the pool represents a space of 
Barnard history and community. It is a teaching pool, 
a learning space, somewhere to “major in unafraid” as 
Mitzi Steiner put it (“The Barnard pool: where I majored 
in unafraid,” April 24).

So often, Barnard projects are framed in an “either/
or” structure: Either we get to keep the pool or we get the 
“swing space”—either we cut here or we cut there. No one 
denies that cuts must be made due to the college’s financial 
picture, but because we were unable to access even a partial 
report of the school’s finances until very recently, strategic 
cuts that may look reasonable to those with power will look 
confusing to those on the ground who get the news later 
on. Despite the current explanation of Barnard cuts, we feel 
that the message is coming too little, too late. Community 
members deserved a straightforward official announcement 
last year about the pool’s closure as opposed to just rumors. 
Regardless of the outcome of our campaign, we would like 
to shed light on what went into the administrative decisions 
surrounding it. We encourage decision-makers to release 
the information earlier and with clarity down the road—we 
ask to be included in the process more openly. Otherwise, 
we can only draw conclusions from the aftermath: the cut-
ting of the physical education requirement and faculty, the 
plans to close the pool, the consistent pressure of wellness 
needs being put on students as individuals rather than the 
school itself offering services for the community. As I have 
stated before, it looks like dominoes. And with the uncer-
tainty and lack of transparency surrounding these decisions, 
we can only guess what’s next.

The author is a Barnard senior majoring in psychology 
and English. She has pledged to swim in the pool every day 
that it is open and encourages others to join her.

Save Barnard’s pool

I am not a new swimmer. I know what 
it’s like to run a tough campaign.CONTACT US 
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.
UNWANTED CLOTHES PICK-UP

Door-to-door pick-up of you unwanted 
/gently used clothes and small items. 
Prompt, reliable, inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING service.
Editing of essays, theses, dissertations, 
etc. by professional editor and writer. 
Reasonable rates. Email xyediting@
hotmail.com

 
WEB DEVELOPER/DESIGNER

Work from your space. Looking for in-
dividual to help build and maintain start 
up educational website. Good pay. P/T. 
Contact Jordan (718) 627-6767.

LOST LEBANESE PASSPORT
Name: Dana Mounir Barakat.

Last seen: May 2012.
Contact: (914) 843-1773.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

SEEKING TO RENT small room as day- 
time office. M-F only. Must be within 
seven blocks of B’way & 116 St. (212) 
665-1724.

2 BR FURN, PRE-WAR doorman co-
op. Sublet by owner, one or two years. 
RSD/110th St. Steps to park, CU, #1. 
24-hr doorman, elevator. Elegantly ap-
pointed. Architect renovation: stainless 
windowed kitch, marble bath, herring-
bone floors, 30 ft living/dining room. 
Great bldg, great neighborhood! $3900 
incl gas, heat, electric. (845) 809-5485 
or email adrianellis2@gmail.com
FOR SALE: 2 BR, 1 BATH CO-OP

3115 B’way (122 St), apt 66. “Heart 
of Columbia University” 2 BR, 1 bath 
co-op. Classic bldg, top floor, recent-
ly renov, south/west exposures, orig-
inal details, hardwood floors, washer/ 
dryer, California closets, AC, ceiling 
fans with quiet courtyard views. This 
is wonderful area near Manhattan 
School of Music, Jewish Seminary, 
St Luke’s Hosp, and Riverside Pk. A 
must see! Pet friendly bldg. Price: 
$399K, maint: $560/mo. 20% down. 
Call (646) 734-9397 or email ZAdam 
@corcoran.com

CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$269K for 5 BR apt (8 rooms), $239K 
for 3 BR apt (6 rooms) and $220K for 
2 BR apt (5 rooms) in elevator bldg 
on St Nicholas Ave and 133 St facing 
St Nicholas Park/City College. The unit 
has high ceilings but requires TLC. 15 
min to CU. Income restrictions apply. 
To view, please call Brian at (212) 831-
1368 or email brianresales @gmail.
com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY MYLES SIMMONS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When Light Blue football (1-2, 0-1 
Ivy) took the field Saturday afternoon, 
the team knew Princeton (1-2, 1-0 Ivy) 
would present a physi-
cal challenge. With an 
up-tempo offense and a 
stout defense, the Lions 
knew exactly what they 
would be up against 
when the clock struck 
12:30 p.m. for the opening kickoff.

The problem was, from the time the 
opening whistle blew, the Lions seemed 
overmatched in nearly every facet of the 
game.

“We didn’t stand up to them,” head 
coach Pete Mangurian said. “We were 
honest with them about what kind of 
team this was, and what they were ca-
pable of doing. Physically, what they were, 
what they were capable of doing. And we 
didn’t stand up to them.”

Special teams were undoubtedly a 
problem for the Lions in the game, but 
when it comes down to it, the offense 

just didn’t execute. In the first quarter, 
the Lions went three-and-out in two of 
their four possessions. The other two 
lasted five and six plays, but all four re-
sulted in punts. 

The Light Blue’s most successful 
drive came on its first possession in the 
second quarter. Senior quarterback Sean 
Brackett completed four of his five passes 
on the drive, while junior running back 
Marcorus Garrett had two rushes of seven 
yards. Garrett also caught screen passes 
of 10 and 21 yards, the latter of which ad-
vanced the ball to the Princeton 16.

Yet even after establishing that 
rhythm, the Lions failed to put the ball 
in the end zone. After Garrett’s first-
down run of seven yards to put the 
ball on the Princeton nine-yard line, 
the Lions, with Garrett, tried to pound 
the ball up the middle on second and 
third down. Apparently, having its 
back against the wall was the only way 
to wake up the Princeton defense, as 
the Lions didn’t advance the ball any 
further and were forced to settle for a 
field goal.

This was the fourth time this season 
the Lions have had to kick a field goal 

from the red zone. In general, red-zone 
offense has been problematic for the 
Light Blue. The team currently ranks 
seventh in the league in red-zone scor-
ing, converting five of the eight chances 
into points.

But four of those five scores have been 
field goals. The only red-zone touch-
down the Lions have scored came in the 
first game against Marist, where Garrett 
pounded the ball into the end zone from 
the one-yard line. The three other red-
zone chances have ended with one inter-
ception and two fumbles.

The Light Blue’s offensive struggles 
don’t stop there. Third down has been 
a problem in all three games for the 
Lions, and it was especially apparent 

on Saturday. The Lions were just 3-17 
on third down conversion attempts, 1-7 
in the first half and 2-10 in the second 
half. The numbers are similar to those 
in the Lions’ loss against Fordham last 
week, where the team went just 5-18 on 
third down.

After the game against the Rams, 
Mangurian said that inconsistency on first 
and second down lead to the poor third-
down numbers, as it’s hard to convert 
third and long. But the Lions will have to 
improve on their third-down numbers 
as they currently rank last in the league 
in that area—they’ve converted just 13 of 
51 attempts.

Mangurian spoke frankly about the 
Lions’ struggles after Saturday’s loss 
about how they need to be corrected.

“We just found out who we are. And 
that’s the truth,” he said. “...And we’ve got 
to face it, we’ve got to fix it, and we’ve got 
to continue to move in the right direction 
here and not let all the excuses that have 
engulfed this program for years make it 
okay, because it’s not. It’s 33-6. That’s the 
truth. And we’re going to have to face that 
and fix it.”

sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY ROBERT WREN GORDON
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Now that all Ivy League foot-
ball teams have played a conference 
game, it’s a good time to be wearing 
red. Harvard sits atop 
the pack, earning a 
national ranking af-
ter demolishing Holy 
Cross. Sitting close 
behind the Crimson, 
Cornell continues to 
put up impressive numbers week af-
ter week thanks to junior quarterback 
Jeff Mathews.

 
brown

Brown (2-1, 0-1 Ivy) followed up last 
Saturday’s primetime loss at home to 
Harvard with a decisive 37-10 road vic-
tory over Georgetown. The Bears, who 
never trailed during the game, put up 
an impressive all-around team perfor-
mance with senior quarterback Patrick 
Donnelly throwing two touchdown 
passes and the running backs averag-
ing 5.5 yards per carry. The defense 
also had a great outing, picking off 
Georgetown sophomore quarterback 
Stephen Skon three times and return-
ing a blocked punt for a touchdown in 
the fourth quarter. The Bears head to 
Rhode Island this weekend before re-
suming their conference schedule at 
Princeton.

 
cornell

The Big Red (2-1, 1-0 Ivy) built mo-
mentum off last weekend’s victory 
against Yale, coming from behind to 

beat Bucknell on the road 15-10 on 
Saturday. The Bison took a 7-0 lead 
late in the first quarter after an 80-yard 
drive. The Big Red came back to score a 
touchdown early in the second quarter, 
but failed in its two-point conversion 
attempt, leaving Bucknell ahead 7-6. 
Right before halftime, Cornell took the 
lead on a 28-yard field goal by fresh-
man kicker Boomer Olsen. Despite a 
missed PAT in the fourth, Cornell held 
on for the victory. The Big Red contin-
ues Ivy play this weekend at Harvard.

dartmouth
Dartmouth (2-1, 0-1 Ivy) recorded its 

first loss of the season to the Quakers, 
who were winless until taking on the 
Big Green. The nationally televised 
Penn game was only the Big Green’s 
second home game of the season and 
was a disaster for the home team, as the 
Quakers had a 20-0 lead at halftime. 
Dartmouth rallied in the second half, 

COURTESY OF RACHEL BLUESTEIN / THE DAILY PENNSYLVANIAN

PENN’T UP  |  Quakers senior quarterback Billy Ragone rushed for 60 yards, passed 
for 165, and even made a pass reception for nine as Penn defeated Dartmouth.
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Inconsistent. One 
of the most loaded 

words in a sports 
fan’s lexicon. A word 
with the power to 
transform the loss 
of a star player into 
“addition by subtrac-
tion.” An adjective 
whose best definition 
is sometimes merely 
“you’re consistent if 
you’re consistent.”

This season so far, the Columbia 
teams I’ve followed most closely are 
football and men’s soccer. Both, in dif-
ferent ways, have been inconsistent. 
For football, in the first two games the 
defense performed like an Ivy champ 
while the offense was far from that. 
But in Saturday’s game, the defense 
wasn’t so strong. For soccer, one game 
set pieces are a strength, the next a 
weakness. One weekend, mistakes pile 
up, while the next, they take a leave of 
absence. Even within the confines of 
a single game, nerves and effort level 
have varied. 

Inconsistent performances are 
frustrating—not only for fans, coaches, 
and players, but also, in my experience 
with this newspaper, for sports writ-
ers. Attribute a subpar performance in 
one facet of a loss to inconsistency and, 
well, what more is there for me to ask? 
How is inconsistency fixed? By being 
consistent. How do you work towards 
being consistent? You just have to do 
it. It’s a mental thing. No interesting 
matchup problem, no tactics to adjust 
in practice. Put on a pair of Nikes and 
“just do it.” 

As a fan, though, inconsistency is one 
of my guilty pleasures. (And definitely 
not a way to rationalize my support of 
the NHL’s poster boy for inconsistency, 
Alexander Semin.)

For one, it’s very difficult to play 
exactly the same way every game. Think 
about it statistically: It’s rare to have a 
really, really small standard deviation. 
Flip a coin over and over again, and 
sometimes you’ll have long streaks of 
heads or tails. (I realize team perfor-
mance in sports is not the same as a 
simple coin flip, but sometimes the two 
are scarily similar.) 

Even if a player’s effort is the same 
every night, sometimes his or her 
timing may be a tenth of a second too 
fast or too slow, or his or her laces 
may be a bit too loose, cutting speed 
slightly. And what we perceive as ef-
fort won’t be the same every night. 
Sometimes you have to play through 
sniffles. Sometimes it’s cold and you 
find it harder to move. Sometimes you 
indulge in some cupcakes. I’m not 
about to hold players to the unreason-
able standard of perfect consistency.

Second, inconsistency can actually 
be a good thing. Take the Cleveland 
Browns, one of the NFL’s two winless 
teams after four weeks, for example. 
Put them against the defending Super 
Bowl champs, the New York Giants. 
A consistent Cleveland team would 
be, well, consistently inferior com-
pared to New York. Its scores would 
fall into a narrow range, as would 
points allowed, with little overlap. An 
inconsistent Cleveland team, though, 
while sometimes being absolutely 
dreadful, would also occasionally put 
up a very good fight and win every 
now and then.

Inconsistency is what allows up-
sets like Montreal over Washington in 
the 2010 Stanley Cup Playoffs (which 
have inconsistency built in the form 
of goalies running hot or cold over 
seven games.) Inconsistency is how 
“Who is the best quarterback in the 
NFL?” and “Who is the best playoff 
quarterback in the NFL?” rarely have 
the same answer. Inconsistency is 
why Columbia men’s basketball could 
only squeak by conference cellar-
dweller Dartmouth, but gave a serious 
scare to nationally ranked Harvard.

Chances are, in any given year, 
your favorite team is not the best 
in its league. It is not the favorite to 
win the title. Assuming it has to face 
the actual top team on its route to a 
championship, it needs some incon-
sistency to rise above its inferior “true 
talent” level and, for a few games, 

Inconsistency 
not always a 
bad trait

Picked
Apart

MUNEEB
ALAM

Your favorite team needs 
some inconsistency to 
play better than the 
best team.

in
focus

around 
the 

league

RK (LW) TEAM

1
3-0 (1)

The Crimson stays at the top 
of the Ancient Eight after be-
ing ranked No. 23, albeit in the 
second-tier FCS.

2
2-1 (2)

Cornell couldn’t quite dominate 
Bucknell like it did Yale, but 
won nonetheless.

3
2-1 (3)

Brown blew out Georgetown, 
but still sports an Ivy loss to 
Harvard.

4
2-1 (5)

Dartmouth fell to Penn on na-
tional television, but its strong 
second half was encouraging.

5
1-2 (7)

The Tigers had a big win over 
the team polled to finish just 
ahead of them.

6
1-2 (8)

Penn was much stronger against 
Dartmouth than in it was in its 
first two games.

7
1-2 (4)

With four teams tied for fifth, 
Yale gets bumped down thanks 
to a blowout loss to Cornell.

8
1-2 (6) Columbia’s performance has 

gone downhill since its opener.

harvard
CRIMSON

cornell
BIG RED

brown
BEARS

princeton
TIGERS

yale
BULLDOGS

dartmouth
BIG GREEN

penn
QUAKERS

columbia
LIONS

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CLOSELY MARKED  |  Junior running back Marcorus Garrett has been productive, but he and his teammates have not been able to convert in critical situations.

Scoring remains elusive for Light Blue offense

“We just found out who 
we are And that’s the 
truth.”

-Pete Mangurian, head coach

SEE  LEAGUE, page 2

SEE  ALAM, page 2

Harvard, Cornell still top of Ivy football this year
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