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BY EMILY NEIL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A host of high-profile politi-
cians and educators gathered 
Thursday to celebrate the official 
opening of the Teachers College 
Community School, but it was the 
smallest members of the audience 
who received a standing ovation.

The school opened in a tem-
porary location last year, but it 
has now moved to its permanent 
home. Columbia’s agreement to 
help found the school was seen as 
one of the most important com-
mitments it made in the 2009 
Community Benefits Agreement—
which it signed with neigh-
borhood leaders to earn their 
support for its expansion into 
Manhattanville—and Thursday’s 
event marked the fulfillment of 
that commitment. 

After celebratory speech-
es by several Columbia offi-
cials and local leaders—includ-
ing University President Lee 
Bollinger, Community Board 9 
Chair Rev. Georgiette Morgan-
Thomas, and West Harlem 
Development Corporation board 
chair Donald Notice—a group of 
50 first-graders took the stage and 
elicited “awws” with a rendition 

of “What a Wonderful World.” 
The applause filled the gymna-
sium at the school’s new facility 
on Morningside Avenue between 
126th and 127th streets.   

“It’s been five years in the 
making, and I’ve had interac-
tions with and worked with and 
planned with and struggled with 
so many different issues,” said 
Nancy Streim, associate director 
for school and community part-
nerships at Teachers College. 
“And all of the people that are 
here today have been involved in 
one way or another, so it’s just a 
gratifying moment to have every-
one here to celebrate what we’ve 
accomplished.”

Many speakers at the event 
said the school’s collaboration 
with Columbia has been a key 
to its success. Columbia and 
Teachers College support the 
school financially and adminis-
tratively, and TC professors and 
students develop enrichment 
programs for its students. Streim 
will continue to strategize for the 
school’s growth and coordinate 
the involvement of TC faculty and 
curriculum development.

Columbia’s relationship with 
BY SARAH BATCHU

Columbia Daily Spectator 

Brian Huynh, SEAS ’13, spent 
40 minutes waiting for packages 
after trying to use the package 
center’s new kiosk system last 
week. He had to leave before 
receiving his packages, so he 
tried again early this week. This 
time, he waited an hour and 15 
minutes, and still didn’t get his 
packages.

The package center’s new 
kiosk system—in which stu-
dents can swipe their Columbia 
ID cards at kiosks and wait for 
their packages to be brought out 
to them, rather than wait in the 
regular line—made it harder, not 
easier, for Huynh to get his mail. 
On Wednesday, he was waiting 
for his packages for a third time, 
and he was frustrated.

“I swiped in last week and this 
week,” Huynh said. “The pack-
ages are here, but I still can’t get 
them because apparently I’m not 
in the system.”

The University installed two 
kiosks in the lobby of Lerner Hall 
over the summer in an effort to 
expedite the package pick-up 
process for some students. But 
some students, like Huynh, have 
reported waiting in the kiosk 
line—which forms in the narrow 
hallway outside the package cen-
ter next to the regular line—for 
extended periods of time, even as 
other students who swipe their 
ID cards at the kiosks are giv-
en their packages immediately. 
Additionally, the wait in the kiosk 

line has sometimes been longer 
than the wait in the regular line.

Andrew Arredondo, SEAS ’16, 
was able to get his package quick-
ly on Wednesday, but he recalled 
swiping into a kiosk the week be-
fore and waiting 40 minutes be-
fore receiving his delivery. Still, 
he believes that the kiosk system 
has potential.

“I think the kiosk is pret-
ty amazing. I mean, today it 
worked, and I got it in two min-
utes,” Arredondo said. “It’s just 
a gamble—sometimes you get it, 
and sometimes you don’t.”

Other students have said that 
the kiosks don’t recognize their 
ID cards. Colleen McGeehan, 
CC ’14, decided to try the kiosks 
Wednesday after waiting in the 
non-kiosk line for two hours on 
Monday, but she found that she 
couldn’t swipe her ID.

“I decided that I would just 
try it, but it wasn’t working,” 
McGeehan said. “It said, ‘We 
can’t read your ID, so talk to a 
representative.’”

Despite these concerns, ad-
ministrators say that the kiosk 
system has reduced wait times in 
most cases. According to Kristina 
Hernandez, the director of mar-
keting and communications 
for Student and Administrative 
Services, the average turnaround 
time for kiosk pick-up was sev-
en minutes and 11 seconds on 
Wednesday, with 456 students 
receiving 761 packages.

“The package center staff esti-
mates the wait time could be re-
duced to a little as three minutes 

if packages are picked up imme-
diately upon request at the kiosk,” 
Hernandez said in an email.

Hernandez noted that the 
package center staff has added 
a late-night shift for processing 
incoming items. She acknowl-
edged that there has been some 
congestion in the kiosk line, but 
she attributed it to students swip-
ing their IDs and not picking up 
their packages for up to five days.

“Short term, the package cen-
ter staff is working the lines to en-
sure students who request pack-
age pick-up through the kiosks are 
queued in a separate line and com-
municating with students about 
package pick-up protocol,” she 
said in an email. “This will help 
alleviate some of the congestion 
at the package center.”

Hernandez added that it’s dif-
ficult to gauge the kiosk system’s 
efficiency this year, as there was 
a 13 percent increase in pack-
ages received between Aug. 20 
and Sept. 14, relative to last year. 
The package center is nearing 
its capacity, she said, and the 
University is planning to take 
immediate steps to address this 
issue.

In the meantime, though, stu-
dents must decide whether to 
stick with the regular line or try 
the kiosk system. For Arredondo, 
those options aren’t mutually 
exclusive.

“What I realized is I should 
just come in, scan at the kiosk, 
and stand in the other line in case 
I don’t get called,” he said.
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BY AVANTIKA KUMAR
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For decades, Morningside 
Heights and Manhattan Valley 
have been divvied up between 
city council districts, with no 
one city legislator representing 
the whole area.

But as the city council district 
lines are redrawn over the next 
few months, local elected officials 
and political leaders hope to see 
the neighborhoods united into 
one district.

The Broadway Democrats 
unanimously approved a resolu-
tion Thursday night urging the 
city’s redistricting commission 
to place the greater Morningside 
Heights area—from West 96th 
to 125th streets, between the 
Hudson River and Central Park 
West—within one councilman’s 
district.

At the state level, the 69th 
Assembly district, represented 
by Daniel O’Donnell, does cover 
that whole span. O’Donnell and 
Edward Sullivan, his predecessor 
for 25 years, spoke at the meeting 
in favor of a united district.

“We would like to have the 
ability to vote for a candidate who 
lives amongst us,” Sullivan said. 
“We all consider ourselves part 
of the same community.”

Draft maps released earlier 
this month by the city’s redis-
tricting commission would do 
little to unify the neighborhoods. 
The plan would put most of the 

area west of Amsterdam Avenue, 
as well as the Douglass Houses 
complex in Washington Heights 
council member Robert Jackson’s 
7th District, and most of the area 
to the east of Amsterdam in 
Harlem council member Inez 
Dickens’ 9th District.

Democratic District Leader 
Paula Diamond-Román said 
that Manhattan Valley has been 
“played hacky sack with” for 
years with little thought for the 
“character and personality” of 
the neighborhood.

“I would like to see a district 
where neighbors are represented 
by the same city councilperson, 
and constituents could easily find 
out who their representative is 
because lines aren’t torturous,” 
Diamond-Román said after the 
meeting.

One consequence of multiple 
districts for the area is that resi-
dents have to trek across town 
to reach their representatives’ 
offices. Democratic District 
Leader Curtis Arluck said that 
the commission’s proposal, 
while less than ideal, was a “vast 
improvement” over the cur-
rent situation, in which most of 
Manhattan Valley lies in council 
member Melissa Mark-Viverito’s 
8th District, which predomi-
nantly consists of East Harlem. 
Mark-Viverito’s office, on 116th 
Street and Lexington Avenue, is 
across an “almost impenetrable 

Pols, CU admins 
open Harlem school
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REDRAWING LINES  |  Democratic District Leader Curtis Ar-
luck discusses redistricting Morningside Heights on Thursday.
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CUTTING THE TAPE  |  Students, with TC president Susan Fuhrman, celebrate the opening of Teachers College Community School.
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IN LINE  |  Colleen McGeehan, CC ‘14, picks up a delivery at the Lerner Package Center. 
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BY CASEY TOLAN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A state committee approved 
Jewish Home Lifecare’s contro-
versial plan to build a 20-story 
nursing home on the Upper 
West Side on Thursday, likely 
the last major hurdle for the de-
velopment project.

The nursing home orga-
nization wants to move from 
its current location, on 106th 
Street between Amsterdam and 
Columbus avenues, to a new 
site on 97th Street between 
Amsterdam and Columbus av-
enues, in the middle of the Park 
West Village housing complex.

The state Public Health 
and Health Planning Council’s 
Committee on Establishment 
and Project Review voted unani-
mously to grant Jewish Home a 
Certificate of Need, which al-
lows an organization to move 
forward with public health 
projects, following a Thursday 
morning hearing.

“We’re just about home 
free,” JHL spokesperson Ethan 
Geto, CC ’65, said after the de-
cision. Groundbreaking for the 
new nursing home is scheduled 
for 2014, with move-in for res-
idents and staff projected for 
spring 2017.

The project is still temporar-
ily enjoined by a lawsuit against 
the developer over the removal 
of parking spaces at Park West 
Village. But many opponents of 
the development saw Thursday’s 
hearing as the last, best chance 
to stop it.

At the hearing, Upper West 
Side residents and local elected 
officials attacked the project, 
saying Jewish Home should stay 
at its current location. They ar-
gued that the new facility would 
add traffic to an already-congest-
ed thoroughfare and that con-
struction would negatively affect 
students at the adjacent P.S. 163, 
among other concerns.

State Assembly member 
Daniel O’Donnell, who rep-
resents parts of Morningside 
Heights and the Upper West 
Side, said that the project would 
“leave my constituents with 
a significant reduction in the 

SEE JHL, page 2

Academic theory is more accessible 
in plain English.

Reviving “Occupy”

This weekend, the Lions will take on 
a Fordham team with an explosive 
offense. Columbia will be trying to go 
2-0 for the first time since 2006.

Football shoots for 
second win
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Broadway Dems push to unify 
MoHi City Council district

Package center kiosks may not speed linesNursing 
home 
relocation 
approved 

Experts discuss the traditions and heritage behind native music.  
Dodge 701, 2 p.m. 

Commemorate the late Miriam Hansen’s legacy in film history and theory. 
Deutsches Haus, 420 W. 116th St., 6 p.m.

Indigenous Music Today Symposium

Cinema and the Legacies of Critical Theory

TC Community School was 
promise made in M’ville benefits

The movement will need greater 
organization this year to gain 
momentum. 

Juggling jargon
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quality of their life.”
“Filling in this open space has 

various impacts on people who 
live adjacent to it,” O’Donnell 
said. “If you went there and 
looked around, you would un-
derstand what I’m talking about.”

“On that block, it’s an ac-
tive thoroughfare,” City Council 
member Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
who represents parts of the Upper 
West Side, said. “The develop-
ment would have a lot of impact 
for the school and the neighbors.”

Others expressed concern 
about the fact that the new facil-
ity would have 100 fewer spots for 
residents than the current facility.

“I think reducing the number 
of beds by 100 doesn’t seem cred-
ible in an era of exploding growth 
in elderly population,” said State 
Democratic Committeewoman 
Debra Cooper, a candidate 
for the Upper West Side City 
Council seat being vacated by 
Gale Brewer.

Jewish Home Lifecare execu-
tives said that they are working 
to resolve potential traffic prob-
lems, and that construction in-
novations like a sound barrier 
and a steel enclosure would re-
duce noise and keep the project 
site safe. The 106th Street loca-
tion cannot be upgraded to the 
same standards that the new fa-
cility would have, they said.

“Our present facility is old 
and dated,” JHL Chief Executive 
Officer and President Audrey 
Weiner said, adding that the 
new facility “will improve care 

and improve the satisfaction of 
patients.” 

The new facility will use the 
“green house” design model, 
which clusters multiple resi-
dents into “households” with 
shared living spaces. Robert 
Jenkins, director of the national 
Green House Project, said that 
the facility design would focus 
on “making housing more like 
the elders’ homes and making 
their lives more like they were 
before they entered the nursing 
home.” Jewish Home, he said, is 
“not just building a new build-
ing, but fundamentally changing 
the way nursing home care will 
look in an urban setting.”

Jenkins said that the height 
of the building is appropri-
ate due to the “context of the 
neighborhood and cultural 
expectations of people living 
there.” Opponents, however, 
said the height of the building 
would make the “green house” 
model’s benefits irrelevant and 
would prevent residents from 

going outside.
“It’s really reminiscent of 

Sartre’s ‘No Exit,’” nursing home 
reform advocate and Park West 
Village resident Catherine Unsino 
said. “People will be confined and 
won’t be able to get outside.”

At this point, the only chance 
opponents have of stopping the 
development is filing a broad-
er lawsuit, but several speak-
ers at the hearing said that a 
lawsuit would be prohibitively 
expensive.

“It’s a question of how much 
money a community can begin to 
amass against a highly lucrative 
corporation,” Unsino said.

Public Health and Health 
Planning Council members at the 
hearing were visibly and vocally 
annoyed by the public testimony 
against the project, saying that 
many issues being raised were 
out of their purview. Some coun-
cil members wandered in and out 
of the room during the testimony.

“How many more descrip-
tions of traffic patterns are we 
going to have to listen to?” com-
mittee member Angel Gutierrez 
sighed, after 10 speakers ex-
pressed concern over conges-
tion issues.

O’Donnell, though, said that 
opponents didn’t have a choice 
but to bring up all of their issues 
with the project.

“This is probably not the 
right forum to do it in, but when 
you give people no forum … they 
go to the only forum they have,” 
he said.

casey.tolan 
@columbiaspectator.com

Locals still oppose Jewish Home move

the community has at times been 
strained, and many have criticized 
the West Harlem Development 
Corporation for a slow rollout of 
the promises of the CBA. But none 
of that tension was evident on 
Thursday, with Morgan-Thomas 
praising the school for honor-
ing “the spirit of the Community 
Benefits Agreement.”

“This school illustrates 
the value of collaboration and 
the triumph of partnership,” 
Morgan-Thomas said, noting that 
Community Board 9 has been in-
cluded in student recruitment 
procedures and that a CB9 rep-
resentative is part of the school’s 
leadership team.

The event was also attended 
by City Council member Robert 
Jackson and TC president Susan 
Fuhrman. The school’s principal, 
Jeanene Worrell-Breeden, said 
she was “amazed and gratified” 
that so many political figures and 
University officials turned out for 
the event. “It’s great to move into 
our permanent home,” she said. 
“It’s a building we can grow into.”

Speaking to the audience, 
Bollinger described the school as 
a symbol of the University’s part-
nership with the surrounding 
community.

“We believe in community re-
lations,” Bollinger said.

Teachers at the school said that 
a spirit of collaboration colors its 
day-to-day environment, too.

“The resources are endless. We 
feel we have a lot of support,” said 
Sheree Raho, a special education 
teacher at the school.

Parents said that they felt very 
included by the school’s faculty.

“I just feel really happy. This 
is really great,” said Khadija Fall, 
who has a daughter in first grade 
at the school. “The principal … 
really works with us to take care 
of our children the way we want 
them to.”

Soukeyna Gueye, who also has 
a daughter in first grade, agreed 
that the school was supportive. 
Because Gueye’s other child at-
tends a different public school, 
she can “see the difference” 

between this school and other 
public schools.

“Here everything is very struc-
tured. You know what your child 
is doing, when, and how,” Gueye 
said. “They respect the parents 
very much.”

Fuhrman, TC’s president, said 
that TC plans to establish partner-
ships with 12 additional Harlem 
schools by 2015. But she called 
the establishment of this school 
“a great first start.”

“I couldn’t be happier. It is a 
dream come true,” Fuhrman said. 
“I cried when the children sang.”

Jackson praised the school but 
said that these steps alone are not 
enough to remedy education is-
sues in West Harlem. “Everyone 
wants an excellent education 
for their children,” Jackson said. 
“These parents, these children, 
are the lucky ones. It’s a small 
amount compared to the need.”

Streim agreed that the improv-
ing education in West Harlem is 
central to the mission of the school.

“What really motivates me is 
knowing that this community has 
a great public school, a commu-
nity that hasn’t had as many great 
public schools as they would like, 
that we’re going to have an impact 
on the children,” Streim said. 

emily.neil 
@columbiaspectator.com

geographic boundary” for 
Manhattan Valley residents, 
Arluck said.

With Dickens’ office in the 
State Office Building on 125th 
Street at Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 
Boulevard, it is “difficult for most 
people, especially poor people, 
to travel easily” to those offices, 
Broadway Democrats member 
John Badaracco said.

As a result, constituents’ prob-
lems are “shunted around” to dif-
ferent council members, State 
Democratic Committee member 
Daniel Marks Cohen said.

Moreover, Cohen said, split-
ting Morningside Heights into 
multiple districts weakens the 

region’s impact in elections as a 
collective community. “We’re a 
lot of voters,” Cohen said. “We 
should all be together.”

Attendees also expressed con-
cern that the 7th District, under 
the proposed plans, would extend 
north along the Harlem River 
rather than further west along 
the Hudson River. According 
to Arluck, keeping the district 
aligned with the Hudson River 
would maintain the “real lo-
cus” of the district and allow 
all three Columbia campuses—
Morningside, Manhattanville, 
and Medical—to remain within 
the same district. 

The redistricting process al-
ready went through its first set 
of public hearings in August and 

will have its next hearing on 
Oct. 4. Jonathan Ettricks, who 
represented the Redistricting 
Commission at the meeting, 
urged attendees to attend the 
hearing and testify or submit tes-
timony online.

The commission is primar-
ily concerned with fulfilling the 
New York City charter guide-
lines—such as ensuring that the 
populations of each district are 
roughly equal—rather than divid-
ing the boroughs into their famil-
iar neighborhoods. 

“Districters are looking at 
population changes,” Ettricks 
said, “not practicality and ease 
of living.”

avantika.kumar 
@columbiaspectator.com

TC elementary school opens in permanent site

Dems want centralized MoHi Council district

JHL from front pageSCHOOL from front page

DISTRICTS from front page

“People will be 
confined and won’t 
be able to get 
outside.”

—Catherine Unsino, 
nursing home reform 

advocate

ONLINE

Watch the ribbon-cutting at 
columbiaspectator.com.

BY ERIC WONG
Spectator Staff Writer

Heading into conference play, 
the Columbia volleyball team 
(5-4) has high expectations, as it 
looks to start its Ivy League cam-
paign with a win over Cornell.

Even with talented freshmen 
joining a cast of dependable vet-
erans, the Lions will need to be 
competitive every night.

“We face a very tough league 
schedule with no guaranteed 
wins,” head coach Jon Wilson 
said. “We have got to be ready to 
bring it 14 out of 14 days. We got 
to see it as an opportunity to have 
a shot every night and have a good 
chance to get a win.”

Ivy League Player and 

Co-Rookie of the Week fresh-
man Atlanta Moye-McLaren ex-
emplifies the excitement that the 
class of 2016 brings to the team. 
Last weekend, Moye-McLaren 
recorded 29 kills and 42 digs in 
three matches at the Columbia 
Invitational and was the tourna-
ment MVP. Freshman middle 
hitter Katarina Jovicic has also 
shone for the Light Blue and led 
the team in kills against Colgate. 

Against Cornell, the Light 
Blue will focus on defensive in-
tensity, offensive flow, and mak-
ing tougher serves. The team can 
continue its dominant presence 
at the net by being smart on of-
fense and blocking well, which 
played a major role in its three 
wins over Colgate, Rhode Island, 

and Hofstra.
The Lions boast a balanced at-

tack, with all three hitting posi-
tions contributing about the same 
amount of kills thus far. Middle 
blockers junior Savannah Fletcher 
and senior Heather Braunagel will 
be huge threats for Cornell to deal 
with, as their hitting percentages 
are both over .400.

“In the past, we had rotations 
where you could gang up on one 
or two of the players,” Wilson said. 
“If you leave anyone alone, they 
could have a big night. That’s what 
happened with Katarina against 
Colgate.”

The match starts in Levien 
Gymnasium at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 22.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia to open Ivy season vs. Big Red

KATE SCARBROUGH / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GOING FOR THE KILL  |  Freshman outside hitter Atlanta Moye-McLaren and the Lions are look-
ing to keep playing at a high level after sweeping the Columbia Invitational last weekend.



I’m reading my keys and hitting the 
holes hard. Wide receivers have 
to do their job and Sean’s got to 
make the right alert calls. So ev-
erybody’s got a little piece of it.”

As for Fordham, Mangurian 
has seen plenty on film , and said 
that this game is not going to be 
a cakewalk.

“It’s going to be a physical 
game,” he said. “They challenge 
you defensively. Play a lot of 
man-to-man coverage, get up in 
your face and pressure you.”

Last week, the Rams took it to 
a familiar Ivy opponent at Cornell. 
Although the Big Red’s star junior 
quarterback Jeff Mathews was 
able to throw for 489 yards and 
three touchdowns, he paid for it 

in the form of three sacks and four 
other quarterback hits.

“The kid at Cornell, they hit 
him,” Mangurian said. “They 
beat him up, they hit him a lot.”

On the defensive side of the 
ball, the Lions will have their 
work cut out for them against 
a Rams offense that gained 470 
yards last week.

“I think these guys are re-
ally explosive offensively,” 
Mangurian said. “They’ve got big 
play capability. This team scores 
a lot of points. They score fast, 
they score quickly.”

Senior running back Carlton 
Koonce helped lead the way for 
the Rams, amassing 176 yards on 
31 carries with two touchdowns.

“He’s a good player, he’s a pro-
ductive back,” Mangurian said. 

“He’s good within the system. 
These guys can not only run it 
with the running back, they can 
run it with the quarterback. 
They’ve got a lot of ways to do 
what they do. He’s no more im-
portant to them than the quarter-
back is or those four receivers are 
or anybody else.”

And that’s why the Lions can’t 
just focus on the run game. The 
Rams’ offense is very much a 
balanced attack with receivers 
like sophomore Brian Wetzel, 
who had eight catches for 153 
yards and a touchdown last week 
against the Big Red.

With so many weapons, it’s 
going to be a tall task for the 
Lions to keep all those Rams 
at bay. But junior linebacker 
Zach Olinger, week one’s Ivy 

League Defensive Player of the 
Week, believes the Lions are up 
to the task.

“I think we just have to stick to 
our scheme,” Olinger said. “Our 
scheme will cover everything, so 
if we just play our scheme and 
play our assignments, we should 
be able to play well on Saturday.”

Although a victory would 
give the Lions a 2-0 start for the 
first time since 2006, the team 
is taking everything one game at 
a time.

“It would be big for the pro-
gram,” Olinger said. “But every 
week, we focus on that week. 
We focus on that game. We’ve 
kind of put last week behind us. 
So I feel like we’re going out to 
go 1-0 again.”

sports@columbiaspectator.com

“Fortunately, defense, I think, 
is a little lighter than offense—
less space that you need to cov-
er on the field,” Grigsby said. 
“That being said, the amount 
of minutes we played is a lot. 
We tried to manage minutes 
throughout this early portion 
of the season, and so we’ve ac-
tually played, as a defense, a 
little bit less, aggregately, than 
we normally would.”

Long Island also had a need-
ed break after completing a five-
in-16 stretch that included two 
games in California and a 2-1 
loss at La Salle on Saturday. The 
Blackbirds  were outshot, 21-8, 
and have been outscored 14-3 so 
far this season. Senior forward 
Jakeem Johnson is the only play-
er to have scored, tallying twice.

In their last meeting, two 
years ago, Columbia defeated 
the visiting Blackbirds, 1-0. 
Junior midfielder David Najem, 
then a freshman, assisted on the 
goal. 

Kickoff is at 6 p.m. in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

1: Fordham at Columbia (-4.5)

2: Yale at Cornell (+11.5)

3: Harvard at Brown (+8.5)

4: Villanova at Penn (-9.5)

5: Saint Louis at Chicago (-7.5)

6: New York Jets at Miami (+2.5)
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Number of 
the week: 47%. 
Can o-line 
give Brackett 
enough time 
to complete 
more than 
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passes?
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to the 
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you guys.
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KEYS TO 
THE  GAME

The Lions defense did a good job limiting 
Marist to three points in the first half, 
despite the fact that the Red Foxes domi-
nated possession. Columbia’s offense will 
need to pick up the defense this Saturday, 
as the D will have plenty on its plate 
against the explosive Rams.

1 First-half offense

2 Fordham running back Carlton Koonce 
posted an eye-popping 176 yards to 
go along with two touchdowns on the 
ground last weekend, and though the 
Rams have a potent passing game as well 
the Lions will need to limit Koonce’s 
effectiveness in order to get the defense 
of the field. 

Stopping the run

3 Columbia junior quarterback Sean Brack-
ett only completed 10 of 22 passes last 
weekend for a total of 132 yards as he was 
sacked four times. But if the line can keep 
him upright, the Lions signal caller could 
give his team a huge boost, both with his 
arm and with his legs.

 Brackett Factor
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Villanova (2-1)  at Penn (0-1)
The Quakers quarterbacks, who gave up a 

combined seven interceptions last weekend, 
will need to make some major adjustments 

in order to pick up a win against the 
Wildcats.

Dartmouth (1-0) at Holy Cross (0-2)
The Big Green posted an impressive 35-7 
win over Butler to open the season, and 

could improve to 2-0 against a struggling 
Crusaders team that has been outscored 

62-38 thus far.

Yale (1-0) at Cornell (0-1)
The Bulldogs will have plenty to handle 
when they go up against the Big Red and 
quarterback Jeff Mathews this Saturday. 

Mathews posted big numbers in last 
weekend’s loss to Fordham.

Harvard (1-0) at Brown (1-0)
The Crimson dominated the Bears last 

season, picking up a 24-7 win en route to a 
league crown. Brown quarterback Patrick 

Donnelly will face a hungry Harvard 
defense that picked up six sacks last 

Saturday against San Diego.

Georgetown (2-1) at Princeton (0-1)
(Friday)

The Tigers will have their hands full this 
weekend when they take on the Hoyas, 
who average 358.0 yards per game. The 

Tigers only managed 207 yards last 
weekend.

Other
Ivy Games

BY CAROLINE BOWMAN
Spectator Staff Writer

After tallying three shutouts in 
its last four matches, Light Blue 
women’s soccer (3-3-0) will take 
on its first Ivy League opponent 
of the year when the team faces 
Cornell (0-7-0) on Friday night. 
The Big Red is still looking to se-
cure its first win of the year, and 
head coach Kevin McCarthy ex-
pects Cornell to pull out all the 
stops on Friday.

“They have a new coach this 
season and, quite frankly, I am sure 
that they have our game circled on 
their calendar for when their real 
season begins. We will have to be 
at our best,” McCarthy said earlier 
this week.  

Although Cornell is currently 
winless, it has scored at least one 
goal in six out of its seven match-
es. Big Red midfielder/forward 
Xandra Hompe and defender 
Jayann Gabrio have both per-
formed well this season, and each 
boasts two goals on the year.  

The Lions will look to exploit 
the weaknesses in Cornell’s de-
fensive play while respecting its 
proven offensive capability.  

“We’re looking for our forwards 
to set the tone both in terms of our 
defensive pressure and our passing 
game,” McCarthy said.  

After facing Cornell at home on 
Friday, the Light Blue will travel to 

West Point, N.Y. on Sunday to take 
on Army (4-6-0) for the first time 
since 2006.  

“They are a very good team,” 
coach McCarthy said of Army. 
“They are either winning or com-
peting for the Patriot League ev-
ery year. I am sure we will have 
quite the battle with them, no pun 
intended.” 

As defending Patriot League 
champions, the Black Knights will 

be ready to battle on both sides of 
the pitch. Junior midfielders Kim 
An and Joey Molacek already have 
three goals each on the season, and 
sophomore goalie Linda Rosas  has 
tallied two shutouts thus far. 

The action starts on Friday 
at 7 p.m. against Cornell at the 
Columbia Soccer Stadium and 
continues Sunday at 1 p.m. in West 
Point, N.Y. against Army.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Streaking Columbia kicks off Ivy play CU to face 
Blackbirds 
in road gameBY MELISSA CHEUNG 

Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s 
cross-country team will com-
pete in the Toledo Inter-
Regional Bubble Buster on 
Friday, the Lions’ second meet 
of the season. The women 
will run the 4,000-meter  race 
against No. 18 Toledo, No. 22 
Syracuse, No. 23 San Francisco, 
and No. 25 West Virginia. 

Last year, Columbia finished 
fourth with 106 points, behind 
Arkansas, West Virginia, and 
San Francisco in a challenging 
eight-team field. While this 
year’s Bubble Buster promises 
to be just as tough as the last, 
the Light Blue heads into the 
meet with a relaxed mentality.

“Going into the meet, the 
coaches have the goal in mind 
of practicing for the future,” 
sophomore distance run-
ner Waverly Neer said. Neer 
finished in first place at the 

Vermont Invitational, the 
team’s first meet of the sea-
son, after being sidelined in the 
spring due to injury. “It was a 
chance for me to practice race 
strategy for the rest of the sea-
son, and to get the race jitters 
out,” Neer said.

Low-key meets, as Neer 
describes them, such as the 
Vermont Invitational and the 
Bubble Buster, are only prac-
tice runs for the more im-
portant meets later on in the 
season, like the Ivy League 
Heptagonals and the NCAA 
Championships. “They’ve got 
their eyes set on Heps and run-
ning well at Nationals. We’ll 
keep firing on because we’re 
not trying to peak now,” assis-
tant coach Nicole Blood said.

“All the girls are really 
coming together,” she added. 
“Everyone brings something 
to the table and it keeps things 
exciting.”

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Light Blue to use tourney 
as a chance to fine-tune

BY JOSH SHENKAR
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia’s field hockey team 
(4-2) looks to build on its four-
game win streak as it hosts two 
matches this weekend. The Lions 
will play their first Ivy League 
home game against Cornell on 
Friday, and will also compete 
against Fairfield on Sunday.

Cornell (1-4, 1-0 Ivy) has 
had a difficult start to the sea-
son, but did manage to win its 
Ivy opener, 4-0, against Penn. 
Junior Hannah Balleza leads 
the Big Red with four goals and 
one assist this season, and her 
hat trick led Cornell to its first 
victory. Other key players for 
Cornell include junior forward 
Brittany Thompson and senior 
forward Kat DiPastina, who have 
each scored a goal and notched 
an assist this year. 

While Cornell has only al-
lowed 12 goals in five games so 
far this season, statistics show 

underlying deficiencies in its de-
fensive performance. The Big 
Red’s opponents have attempted 
115 shots over the course of the 
season, while Cornell has only 
managed 37. 

But junior goalkeeper Carolyn 
Horner, who has a 0.825 save per-
centage, has played superbly for 
the Big Red, and will have to con-
tinue her dominating play to keep 
Cornell in the game. 

Fairfield (5-3) has won five 
out of their last six contests, but 
is coming off a disappointing 
5-0 defeat to No. 16 Michigan. 
Sophomore Felicitas Heinen is 
the Stags’ main offensive threat. 
Her eight goals and three assists 
give her more than double the 
point total of any other Fairfield 
player. 

The Lions will play Cornell 
on Friday at 4 p.m. and Fairfield 
on Sunday at 1 p.m. Both match-
es will be played at the Columbia 
Field Hockey Venue.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

FOOTBALL from back page

Visiting Cornell, Fairfield 
squads next tests for Lions 

Fordham promises to give the Lions a physical game

MICHAEL DISCENZA / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ON THE BALL  |  Junior midfielder Beverly Leon and the Lions 
carry the momentum of a two-game win streak into the weekend.

MEN’S SOCCER 
from back page



On Wednesday, Spectator reported that IDs will be re-
quired to enter Barnard’s campus between the hours of 11 

p.m. and 6 a.m. We are encouraged by the Barnard administra-
tion’s decision to heighten security on campus and hope the 
rest of the University follows suit. In addition, we humbly sug-
gest a few more measures to further improve campus security:

1. Tracking beacons should be placed on all cutlery and 
crockery located in John Jay. 

2. LionMail security should be improved. ‘Device pass-
words’ don’t cut it. Email security should involve retinal scans 
or at least fingerprinting and voice recognition. In addition, 
a 20-minute, in-person identity verification process should 
be in place every time a student needs to reset his password 
for added protection.

3. Application for guest passes must be filed six months 
in advance as Columbia transitions from its old system to 
the new “blue card” system, which is to be modeled after 
the United States’ “green card” system. Unlike the American 
system, however, blue-card holders do not become eligible 
for citizenship (or in this case, studenthood) after seven years 
of residency.

4. During NSOP, first-year student badges should be re-
placed by microchips implanted into the pineal gland of 

students’ brains. This will ensure that free food does not go 
to the freeloading students around campus.

5. Full airport security should be implemented in Butler. 
We’re talking metal detectors, non-invasive full-body X-rays, 
random searches, and the right for Public Safety to conduct 
a full body cavity search if suspicion arises. No liquids or gels 
in containers of three ounces or larger. 

6. Urine testing should be mandatory before Bacchanal. 
And after.

7.  “Stop and Frisk” tactics are to be implemented on 
College Walk—consultation with the mayor’s office and the 
City of New York optional.

8. Residential adviser status should include the right to 
conduct random room searches without probable cause or a 
warrant issued from the University president’s office. 

9. We ask that the University require a full customs declara-
tion for each package shipped to Lerner. If illicit substances 
are suspected, package center officials have the right to open 
and search. 

10. And finally, we will require blood deposits for blue bin 
requests, as follows: Upon rental, the renter must deposit a 
pint of blood. If the blue bin is not returned in two hours, the 
renter forfeits her plasma. For each subsequent overdue hour, 
the renter forfeits a portion of her platelets and red cells. 

To implement these and other changes, we strongly ad-
vocate for the creation of a committee with a complicated 
acronym that will start out with no student members but 
then, after an immense push from this body and others, will 
include a random member of student council. Don’t you want 
a secure campus?

PAGE 4 EDITORIAL & OPINION SEPTEMBER 21, 2012

I stayed in New York City this sum-
mer to research my thesis. There 

were some failed attempts to secure 
one of those coveted and unpaid but 
resume-building positions as well, 
but that’s another story. To explain 
my presence in Manhattan to those 
who asked, I would generally say that 
Columbia’s library resources and the 
city’s vast array of coffee shops were 
conducive to my research.

Inevitably, this other person, 
whether it was someone whose apart-
ment I was considering for a sublet or my boss from my 
work-study job, would ask the question: So, what’s your 
thesis on?

“Oh, it’s kind of obscure,” I’d hedge. “It sounds ob-
noxious.” Seeing that they were still looking at me ex-
pectantly, I’d realize I had to go on. “Well,” I’d say, “it’s 
on the relationship between gender and urban space in 
a modernist Japanese novel from the 1920s.”

And the person I was talking to would usually nod, 
or smile, or in the case of one grad student, say, “Oh, 
that’s cool! It’s one of those typical liberal arts theses. I 
wrote one of those too.” And that would be it.

Even in a liberal arts context, however, I some-
times feel as though my thesis is conforming to a type. 
When I presented my research to my fellow EALAC 
and AMEC majors, I was the only person in my section 
using phrases like subversion of norms and hetero-
sexual matrix. Listening to the other well-construct-
ed but largely jargon-free presentations of plans for 
original sociological research or economic investiga-
tions, I felt uncomfortable, almost ashamed of the 
proposal I’d spent three months planning and writing. 
Specialization is an inevitable step in any undergradu-
ate’s career, but when we immerse ourselves in our 
own niches in our respective fields, it also serves to 
divide us. As our majors and research become central 
to our lives, they can also act as conversation barriers 
with anyone but our fellow specialists.

Naturally, jargon leaps out as a major feature in 
this divide. Specialization comes with its own lan-
guage, a whole new vocabulary, no matter the field. 
If someone were to come up to me and start speak-
ing in the language of applied physics, they might as 
well be speaking Russian. The jargon of literary and 

cultural criticism is particularly maligned, as it tends 
to take relatively simple words and put them through 
gratuitous grammatical transformations, such as 
“problematization.”

This is one of the reasons that people tend to either 
love, hate, or (as I do) have a love-hate relationship 
with theory. Using jargon can be exhilarating, a guar-
anteed pump-up for any mundane in-class comment 
even when you aren’t entirely sure what you’re saying. 
However, it can also include the subtext of “I’m smart-
er than you” or “I’m more knowledgeable than you,” 
especially when used outside of the classroom. This 
seems counter to the goal of toppling hierarchy that 
much of cultural criticism advances. Can the subaltern 
speak? If so, probably not in jargon.

I can’t speak for the applied physics or environ-
mental ecology or electrical engineering majors. Their 
jargon may have fewer issues, or different ones. But 
in the humanities, at least, we should build bridges 
between language and reality when discussing abstract 
concepts. It’s all well and good to talk about the revolu-
tionary aspects of a text within the classroom, even to 
identify the relationship of literature and other enter-
tainment culture to politics and science. However, if we 
continue to barricade ourselves behind jargon, theory 
remains merely, well, theoretical, the exclusive prop-
erty of academics and critics. For true change, any kind 
of change, to happen, we should make more of an effort 
to breach divisions rather than to erect them. Toning 
down the jargon, or clarifying it, is one way to do that.

And though it may not be possible to mobilize 
humanities majors to reconnect with the streets to-
morrow, we can start conversations with our fellow 
students and others around us. By self-consciously 
dismissing my thesis topic, I’ve been essentially telling 
the people I talk to that they wouldn’t understand. If I 
made an effort to explain beyond my perfunctory one-
sentence summary, people would probably understand 
more than I assumed they would. And perhaps I would 
even understand your biochemical engineering re-
search. To some extent, anyway.

One of the best things about beginning an under-
graduate education is the ability to dabble in as many 
different areas as we can. When we begin to special-
ize, as rewarding as the feeling of becoming expert 
can be, too often we stop dabbling. However, to veer 
dangerously toward theory-speak, much of the differ-
ence between academic fields is constructed. By prob-
ing deeper into conversations with those in different 
fields of study, we can find connections we didn’t know 
existed and can continue the process of dabbling, even 
while writing a highly specialized, liberal-artsy thesis.

Cecille de Laurentis is a Barnard College senior majoring in 
Asian and Middle Eastern Cultures with a concentration in 

modern Japanese literature. Modest Proposals runs alternate 
Fridays.

To jargon or not to jargon

Modest 
Proposals

CECILLE DE 
LAURENTIS

If we continue to barricade 
ourselves behind jargon, theory 
remains merely, well, theoretical.

BY TODD GITLIN

What erupted in lower Manhattan a year ago was something 
between a moment and a movement, as organizer Marshall 
Ganz said. The Occupy flame caught not only because of the 
ingenuity and audacity of a few thousand 
young insurgents, but because the 
Occupiers found a way to give voice to the 
widespread feeling that plutocracy was an 
offensively wrong system. Their spunk and 
inventiveness crystallized a deep-seated 
sense that the power of the plutocracy 
poses a deep moral crisis.

The encampment near Wall Street, 
and its hundreds of spin-offs, became the 
core of a movement that attracted tens of 
thousands, then hundreds of thousands, 
making 1 percent and 99 percent household 
terms and drastic inequality and middle-
class stagnation national concerns. Using 
online networks to build up face-to-face communities, Occupy 
wrested the initiative from the Tea Party and garnered popular 
sympathy. It won points by confronting corrupt adversaries in 
whimsical and inventive ways. It brought hard-core activists 
together with a myriad of allies. At the core were people who 
wanted community, a new start, a society somehow of their own. 
When the police went for overkill fences, pepper spray, and 
mass arrests, pictures of official abuse flew around the world. 
Support for the movement mushroomed.

The movement was famously unwilling to make specific 
demands, but the thrust was clear. “We are the 99 percent” 
meant that a country needed a major revamp to redress gross 
inequality. But the Occupy camps were also revolutionary, in 
the American sense. They reignited the small-r republican 
impulse that enshrines public assembly, which is why the U.S. 
Constitution has a First Amendment that doesn’t just address 
freedom of religion, speech, and press, but specifies the right of 
the people to assemble peaceably, to petition the government 
for redress of grievances. In other words, government of, by, 
and for the people requires that the people gather alongside 
one another.

Many of Occupy’s prime movers were anarchists and 
democratic radicals who wanted self-government by horizontal 
assemblies. The much larger number of people who marched 
with Occupy on its days of maximum pageantry were middle-
class people, union members, progressives of various stripes, not 
so photogenic and far more numerous. It was the combination 
of the inner movement’s verve and the outer movement’s 
numbers that remade the political landscape. 

So, despite uneasiness with its tactics, Occupy began with 
majority support for its main thrust. Yet after the early months, 
the movement’s public appeal crashed. Last month, more 
Americans said they didn’t identify with Occupy at all than 
said they did identify even a little.

One Occupy organizer, Shen Tong, began his political life in 
1989 as a leader of Beijing’s Tiananmen Square movement, then 
fled to the U.S. There are two crises for a movement, he told me. 
One is to be massacred. The other is to succeed. The massacre 
part is easy to understand. But why does it make sense to speak 
of the Occupy movement as a qualified success? 

First, political culture changed. Over the months, the Occupy 
movement’s terminology (1 percent, 99 percent) entered the 
household lexicon because it summed up the sense that the 
wielders of power are arrogant, incompetent, and irresponsible.

Second, the movement swayed conventional politics. Occupy 
Wall Street impressed even Republicans. The arch-conservative 
Newt Gingrich cast Mitt Romney as a predatory capitalist, a 
theme that proved unhelpful to Gingrich but helpful to the 
Obama campaign. Barack Obama sounded progressive chords. 

Third, some big banks felt the heat. Some fees got rolled 
back. Pressure mounted to roll back exorbitant compensation 
for bank chiefs. At Citigroup’s stockholder meeting, 55 percent 
of shareholders voted, albeit nonbindingly, against paying their 
CEO, Columbia trustee Vikram Pandit, $14.9 million. 

Fourth, local movements resisted home foreclosures and 
there were tangible victories. This is in solidarity with the 99 
percent who do not want to invest their lives in assemblies but 
could contribute to a full-spectrum movement with room for 
many kinds of people with many different levels of belief and 
commitment.

Fifth, some public officials endorsed full and mandatory 
public financing of elections. Such reform coalitions are 
growing.

But can the larger 99 percent movement endure and hold 
elected officials’ feet to the fire? When city governments 
swept the encampments away, Occupy fissures deepened. 
Some activists got into a go-for-broke mood. Police force 
fueled disruptive tactics. No matter who threw the first stone 
or smashed the first window, in the popular mind, collisions 
tended to play as the fault of the protest. The encampments 
did not always show that (to use their slogan) another 
world is possible, except perhaps a more unsettling, even 
threatening world.

Now what? Occupy might still evolve into a long-lasting, 
full-spectrum movement if it welcomes a broad range of 
participants, not just the small minority who hunger for the 
politics of the streets. There aren’t nearly enough anarchists 
and revolutionaries to transform the country. The next phase, 
if there is to be one, would build on the platform built by last 
year’s Occupy. Occupy 2.0 needs to be powered by networks 
and organizations of many sorts. It can’t be run horizontally: 
This exhausts too much energy. One promising network 
could arise from the Robin Hood Tax campaign aiming for a 
surcharge on the biggest, fastest investor-speculators. There 
could be state initiatives for full public financing of elections.  
In any case, there should be focus, concrete demands, and 
a multi-year strategy. There needs to be space for full-time 
activists conducting nonviolent civil disobedience, but also for 
larger and wider circles of people who sign petitions, work for 
candidates, demonstrate, lobby, and help elect politicians who 
can be moved and who can help by securing the movement 
more space to grow. To paraphrase Donald Rumsfeld, you 
make politics in the country you have, not the country you 
wish you had. A moral upheaval cannot be exclusive. There 
aren’t enough saints.

The author is a professor of journalism and sociology, 
chair of the Ph. D. program in communications, and author 
of “Occupy Nation:  The Roots, the Spirit, and the Promise 
of Occupy Wall Street.”

Will there be an 
Occupy 2.0?

Can the larger “99 percent 
movement” endure, and hold 
elected officials’ feet to the fire?
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

ENGLISH TUTOR (ESL)
Focussing on pronunciation, accent re-
duction, also vocabulary, grammar in 
speaking and writing. Will correct your 
errors in our conversations with full 
explanations. For grad students, fac-
ulty, spouses. Mature NYC-born man, 
Ivy educated, on CU campus. Reason-
able rate. Flexible schedule. Henry Tu- 
tor: hnass1732@gmail.com; (212) 787-
0964.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.
BOOK COACH and Dissertation Doc-
tor. Confidential, professional. Get pub-
lished so you can get ahead. Private 
book developer. Email: publishnotper-
ish@gmail.com.
PROFESSIONAL EDITING service.
Editing of essays, theses, dissertations, 
etc. by professional editor and writer. 
Reasonable rates. Email xyediting@
hotmail.com

OFF CAMPUS MOVING SALE
Piano, bedroom, living room furniture, 
bookcases. Very good condition. For 
details and photos, contact makom4h 
@gmail.com

 
COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA

Work from your space. Looking for in-
dividual to help build and maintain start 
up educational website. Good pay. P/T. 
Contact Jordan (718) 627-6767.
GET PAID TO HELP ‘Green’ America. 
Join the Revolution, a nationwide move-
ment to help ‘green’ America through 
the purchase of Renewable Energy 
Certificates (RECs). Bottom line: For 
only $19.95/mo, anyone with at least 
5 friends, family members or associ-
ates interested in helping to secure 
America’s energy future (or simply the 
potential to earn a lot of money!) now 
has a nationwide ground floor oppor-
tunity to promote clean energy and a 
‘green’ nation (and earn monthly resid-
ual income in the process!). John R. 
Moore  CC ‘73, Law ‘76.  www.GetPaid 
ToHelpGreenAmerica.com

SEEKING TO RENT small room as day- 
time office. M-F only. Must be within 
seven blocks of B’way & 116 St. (212) 
665-1724.

2 BR FURN, PRE-WAR doorman co-
op. Sublet by owner, one or two years. 
RSD/110th St. Steps to park, CU, #1. 
24-hr doorman, elevator. Elegantly ap-
pointed. Architect renovation: stainless 
windowed kitch, marble bath, herring-
bone floors, 30 ft living/dining room. 
Great bldg, great neighborhood! $3900 
incl gas, heat, electric. (845) 809-5485 
or email adrianellis2@gmail.com

FOR SALE: 2 BR, 1 BATH CO-OP
3115 B’way (122 St), apt 66. “Heart 
of Columbia University” 2 BR, 1 bath 
co-op. Classic bldg, top floor, recent-
ly renov, south/west exposures, orig-
inal details, hardwood floors, washer/ 
dryer, California closets, AC, ceiling 
fans with quiet courtyard views. This 
is wonderful area near Manhattan 
School of Music, Jewish Seminary, 
St Luke’s Hosp, and Riverside Pk. A 
must see! Pet friendly bldg. Price: 
$399K, maint: $560/mo. 20% down. 
Call (646) 734-9397 or email ZAdam 
@corcoran.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$175K for a 2 BR co-op apt located 
on 160 St betw B’way & Amsterdam 
Ave. Hardwood floors, spacious lay-
out. Clos e to public transp. Income re-
strictions apply. To view, please call 
Brian at (212) 831-1368 or email to: 
brianresales@gmail.com

4 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$355K for 4 BR, 1 bath co-op on 136 
St betw Riverside & B’way. The apt 
is spacious and provided charming 
accommodations. 10 ft high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, laundry in basement. 
Close to public transp, CU, Riverside 
Pk. Income restrictions apply. To view, 
please call Brian at (212) 831-1368 
or email brianresales @gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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GAMEDAY

BY MYLES SIMMONS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After being able to use that “W” word to 
start off the season last week, the football 
team (1-0) will head back out to Baker on 
Saturday to take on Fordham (2-1).

Light Blue head coach Pete Mangurian 
started off his Columbia career with last 
week’s 10-9 win over Marist, but he said he 
recognizes that there is plenty of room for 
improvement based on that game.

“There’s a lot of things we need to get 
better at,” he said. “Our defense kept us in 
the game early on—especially in the first 
quarter with over 10 minutes of possession 
time for them. That’s a tribute to how hard 
they’ve worked conditioning-wise to be 
able to withstand that and still play at the 
level they did.”

One of the areas in which Mangurian 
would like to see improvement is the run 
game, although Lions’ junior running back 
Marcorus Garrett had his first 100-yard 
game last week, as he carried the ball 30 
times for 115 yards.

“Our running game needs to be more 
consistent—too many zero and minus 
runs,” Mangurian said.

But Garrett believes that the Lions have 
a plan to sustain a successful running at-
tack this weekend.

“Just working on it in practice every 
day,” he said. “O-linemen trying to make 
sure their assignments are right, make sure 

Columbia to try 
to make it 2 in a 
row at Baker

FORDHAM (2-1)
at COLUMBIA (1-0)

SATURDAY, 12:30 p.m., baker field
RADIO:  WKCR 89.9 FM,   WWDJ 970 AM  •  
SPECTRUM.COLUMBIASPECTATOR.COM

@CUSPECSPORTS

At LIU, Lions 
seek offensive 
breakthrough 

BY MUNEEB ALAM
Spectator Staff Writer

After a welcome week off, Columbia 
men’s soccer (2-4) is back in action on 
Saturday night at Long Island (1-6).

Last Saturday, the Light Blue fell, 
1-0, to Delaware in its sixth game in 16 
days. The only goal of the foul-filled af-
fair was a header off of a free kick. 

The Lions have scored only four 
goals this season. After taking a few 
days to rest, they worked on several 
aspects of the game, including getting 
more scoring chances.

“We spent a lot of time ... reorga-
nizing the way we get forward,” se-
nior defender Quentin Grigsby said. 
“Trying to outnumber and outbalance: 
better than relying on individuals to 
get it done.”

“We’re looking at creating more op-
portunity for ourselves in the final third 
of the field, whether that be through 
a combination play along the flanks 
or penetration through the midfield,” 
Lions head coach Kevin Anderson said. 
“We’re looking at more quantity as well 
... and hope then that with quantity 
comes quality of finishing it and scor-
ing goals.”

The break was good for Grigsby and 
fellow senior defender Ifiok Akpandak, 
who lead the team in playing time this 
season—both have played a full 90 min-
utes in each of the last four games.

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HEISMAN  |  Junior running back Marcorus Garrett and the Light Blue offense will try to lighten the load on the defense.SEE MEN’S SOCCER, page 3 SEE FOOTBALL, page 3
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No Sleep till Booklyn

BY LESLEY THULIN, ZOË MILLER, AND BREA SALIM
Spectator Staff Writers 

This weekend, bookworms from all five boroughs unite to celebrate their love for the written word.
Brooklyn Borough Hall and Plaza is hosting the seventh annual Brooklyn Book Festival this Sunday, with over 280 authors and over 100 

panels making for an all-day event. The festival is the largest free literary event in New York City.
 	 “We want the festival to have something for everyone, whether you’re an old woman from Astoria or a young kid from Brooklyn,” 

said Johnny Temple, chair of the Brooklyn Borough President’s Literary Council.
In addition to providing the public with access to readings, panels, children’s workshops, and other literary activities, the festival honors 

a writer with the Best of Brooklyn, Inc. Award, also known as the “BoBi” Award. On Sept. 10, the Literary Council announced Pete Hamill as 
this year’s recipient.

“It’s a thrill on various levels,” Hamill told Spectator. “Because I’m a child of Brooklyn—born there, grew up there, have returned there 
over the endless years since then— just to have that kind of a recognition locally is important.”

A native of Park Slope, Hamill has published the memoir “A Drinking Life,” and novels “Snow in August,” “Tabloid City,” and “Forever.”
He looks forward to mingling with the literati.
“To also be in the presence of Paul Auster and Edwidge Danticat and other writers that I admire very much, that’s also a thrill. So, it’s not 

quite the same as getting my high school diploma two years ago, 59 years after I dropped out, but it’s really a thrill.”
Hamill will headline two events: a conversation with book critic Bill Goldstein, and a reading and Q&A alongside Auster and Danticat, BC 

’90.
The Literary Council has bestowed the BoBi since 2007. Past recipients include Auster, Danticat, Walter Mosley, John Ashbery, and 

Jhumpa Lahiri, BC ’89.
The council “take[s] a number of things into consideration” when selecting authors, press secretary Mark Zustovich said. “One of the 

things they consider is their entire body of work, in terms of how prescient it is, and then on top of that, how that body of work exemplifies 
Brooklyn, or how it speaks to the spirit or the characters of Brooklyn.”

The council includes representatives from universities, the publishing world, and the media.
Among the festival’s many events, Temple particularly recommends a panel discussion with “three amazing best-selling writers” talk-

ing about the challenges they face as authors. This panel features Dennis Lehane, the New York Times best-selling author of “Mystic River,” 
Barnard alumna Danticat, and crime fiction writer Mosley.

“They are three very different writers with a huge fan base,” Temple said. “That should be one of our most popular programs that I per-
sonally am also looking forward to.”

The festival will feature other notables such as Joyce Carol Oates and Billy Collins.
Before Sunday, eager bibliophiles can attend “Bookend” events—literary programs in bookstores, restaurants, and different venues in 

Brooklyn with notable authors. This year, over 50 events will contribute to the week-long festival. 
On Monday, Brooklyn-based literary journal Electric Literature, Tumblr, The New Inquiry, and the Los Angeles Review of Books kicked 

off the week with an opening night party.
The turnout was “excellent,” according to Electric Literature co-editor Halimah Marcus. “500 people on a Monday ain’t bad,” she wrote 

in an email. “Highlights include Jami Attenberg working the WORD merch table, and the dance party. (I won’t name names, but there 
were some pretty racy moves and at least one dance floor mishap resulting in a black eye.)”

        	 Check out festival highlights on Page B3 to start planning your day.

SEE PETE HAMILL’S INTERVIEW on page B3

illustration by kady pu
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Independent Bookstores
In New York, independent-minded book lovers often find themselves in Brooklyn to get their fix. But there are plenty 
of options in Manhattan for the bibliophile seeking something off the beaten (Barnes & Noble) path.  —By Zoë Miller

Best 
of

52 Prince St., between Lafayette and 
Mulberry street.

There are many reasons to pay a visit to 
this literary haven in NoLita. In addition 
to its quaint café and biblio-chic ambience 
(real books hang suspended from the light 
fixtures), the store hosts an eclectic mix of 
monthly events that run the gamut from read-
ings by new authors and well-known person-
alities—like ’80s movie queen Molly Ringwald 
earlier this month—to panels on contempo-
rary issues of urban life. McNally Jackson also 
boasts an Espresso Book Machine, a device 
that can speedily print, collate, cover, and 
bind a book, whether a self-published novel 
or one from Google’s public domain collec-
tion. If you’re the book club type, the shop also 
specializes in international literature, Spanish 
language literature, essays, and poetry.

McNally Jackson  

126 Crosby St., between E. Houston and 
Prince streets

While in the downtown area, be sure to 
stop by the spacious, mahogany-embellished 
Bookstore Café. The organization behind the 
store, Housing Works, is comprised of indi-
viduals who are living with and affected by 
HIV/AIDS. All items in the Bookstore Café’s  
inventory, from books to movies to music, are 
donated, and almost all staff members are vol-
unteers, and 100 percent of the store’s profits 
go to Housing Works. There is indeed an at-
tached café that serves up a variety of gour-
met pastries, salads, soups, and sandwiches. 
A sampling of events on the calendar includes 
a writing workshop with Ken Derry, editor 
of the New York Yankees magazine, a slam 
story contest, and an album release party for 
ukulele star Jake Shimabukuro.

Bookstore Café 

Shakespeare & Co. 
716 Broadway
For the theater enthusiast, there’s 

Shakespeare & Co., which specializes in play 
scripts and has one of the largest collections 
in New York. The store also has an impressive 
fiction selection. Additionally, Shakespeare 
& Co. stocks trade books that span every 
genre imaginable. Out of its four locations, 
the Broadway shop has the biggest variety of 
trade books. Shakespeare & Co. plans a vari-
ety of readings throughout the year, and has 
welcomed British novelist Zadie Smith in the 
past.

bookbook 
266 Bleecker St., between Sixth and 

Seventh avenues
Although it may be on the smaller side, this 

cozy Greenwich Village shop makes up for its 
size with its charm. A table of bargain books 
situated outside an open storefront greets po-
tential customers. Inside and to the left is a 
group of shelving units, the surfaces of which 
are brimming with best-sellers and new re-
leases. The rest of the store’s inventory is or-
ganized by genre along ceiling-high shelves 
that hug the exposed brick walls. What is no-
table about bookbook, aside from its quaint-
ness, is its consistent 20 percent discount on 
hardcovers and Moleskine journals.

Neighborhood Watch
By Brea Salim

M
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HICKS ST.

GRAPHIC BY SINJIHN SMITH
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High Street
A C

BARGEMUSIC
A floating concert hall at the foot of the Brooklyn 

Bridge—do you really need another reason to see it 
for yourself? Boasting performances from world-class 
musicians like Yo-Yo Ma and Isaac Stern, this unique 
revenue should be one of your main stops next time 
you find yourself in Brooklyn. If you’re ready to cash 
that pay check, maybe one of the many concerts they 

host each month will suit your fancy; if you’re just 
in the mood for a glass of wine and gorgeous skyline 

views, that’s okay too.

IRIS CAFE
Despite its newcomer status on the café scene, it 
seems that this one’s here to stay. Whether you’re 
craving a full brunch, an avocado sandwich or just 

a good cup of coffee, Iris Cafe is the spot to go. 
Their pastries are all home baked (I recommend the 
“oatmeal-raisin-chocolate-chocolate-chip cookies”) 
and their sandwiches are made with all with local 
ingredients. One of the owners of the cafe, Rachel 
Graville, also edits Brooklyn’s local food magazine, 

Edible Brooklyn

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS PROMENADE
Want to update that Facebook cover photo with the quintessen-
tial NYC panorama? Get off Google Images and check out one 
of the best views the city has to offer at the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade. Look out for icons such as the Statue of Liberty 

and the Brooklyn Bridge and of course, the gorgeous Manhat-
tan skyline. The Promenade’s perfect for just about everything: 
first dates, morning jogs, or showing off the city to your family 

during a fall visit. If you get hungry, stop for a slice of Grimaldi’s 
famous pizza or a cone at Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory.

NOODLE PUDDING
It’s inevitable that Manhattan’s 

many high-end restaurants might 
make you hungry for something 
good and cheap. When this time 
comes, make your way to Noodle 

Pudding in Brooklyn Heights. 
Be warned: The wait can be long 
and it’s cash-only, but I promise 
you the osso buco and the sticky 

mushroom risotto will be worth it. 
Noodle Pudding has foregone the 
social media route of many of its 
competitors with no Twitter, no 

Facebook, and not even a website. 
But with sixteen years of regular 
customers waiting in line night 

after night, it doesn’t seem to have 
stunted their success among locals 

and adventurous tourists alike.

HEIGHTS BOOKS
With the Brooklyn Book Festival 
going on this weekend, it’s essen-

tial to check out the only used 
bookstore in the area. If you’re 
low on cash, you can search for 

local writers’ and professors’ 
work, which are regularly do-

nated to the store. If you’re look-
ing for the sort of art books and 

photo tomes that might be found 
in the Met and MoMA gift shops, 

they’re in stock here as well. If 
you’re in the mood for Ameri-

can/European history but not so 
much for a textbook, this shop 
offers some great alternatives. 
Although a bit cluttered, the 

quaint feel makes it a must-visit 
during your day in Brooklyn.
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2012 BoBi honoree Pete Hamill talks literature, Brooklyn
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During New York Fashion 
Week I became a street 

style photographer for a few 
days.

As an aspiring photogra-
pher, it was thrilling, and while 
editing the photos I took, my 
heart started to beat faster as I 
remembered the rush of trying 
to get the perfect shot of a well-
dressed man or woman passing 
by. Not to mention the fact that 
I was able to shoot next to some of my idols: the 
legendary New York Times photographer Bill 
Cunningham, Scott Schuman of The Sartorialist, 
Tommy Ton of Jak and Jil, and Phil Oh of Street 
Peeper. Still, caught up in this whirlwind of lenses 
and fancy frocks, I was disgusted with myself for 
taking part in this extreme invasion of personal 
space and privacy, even though at this point, it’s 
expected.

The scene outside of Lincoln Center and Pier 
94 was a mob of every industry insider and style 
icon and blogger and celebrity and aspiring fash-
ion student, whether invited or not. Everyone 
was in constant threat of being knocked to the 
ground by aggressive photographers with extra 
large cameras and lenses. But, I also noticed a 
lot of people like me: young, fashion-obsessed 
amateurs toting a cheaper Canon and eagerly 
eyeing their idols. On more than one occasion, a 
confused tourist approached me and asked what 
all the commotion was about: My response, “It’s 
fashion week,” was met with blank stares. Had 
they cared, they could have joined the mob with 
their cameras. which were otherwise occupied 
with shooting tall buildings. 

And that’s just it. Street style is now a 21st cen-
tury medium for making it in the industry, a way 
to shoot to instant fame, or at least, the street style 
equivalent. It’s easy: All you need is a camera, a 
website, and a willing subject or a flashy outfit to 
catch someone’s eye. The shows have lost their 

mystery because of consumers’ increased ability 
to access them instantaneously online. It’s the 
street style photos that have become the coveted 
documentation of fashion week, and have democ-
ratized fashion. While there’s still immense com-
petition, if your blog is noticed everyone in the 
industry wants to work with you. Photographing 
people entering and exiting shows has become 
one of the must-try ways to make a name for 
yourself in the business. No one wants to work 
hard for 20 years before reaching their dreams—
myself included—if they can do it in a week.

Street style itself has changed, too. It has 
morphed into a new way for designers and the 
average man or woman to start trends. Designers 
draw inspiration from how their customers 
wear the runway looks. Even ad campaigns 
have jumped on the bandwagon, featuring 
models hopping across the street as if rushing 
to an imagined show. In a recent article, The 
New York Times discussed how designers are 
now using street style stars as walking, talking 
advertisements. The streets outside of fashion 
shows are scrutinized as much as the red carpet 
before the Oscars. This phenomenon has moved 
past being merely a fad—it’s here to stay in some 
form or another.

So where does this leave aspiring fashion 
photographers and style stars in the future? 
Eventually, someone will invent something more 
cutting-edge than the current online platforms, 
and people will inevitably scramble to become 
its new stars. Whether we like where it’s headed 
or not, 21st century street style still celebrates 
what people are wearing on the street and in 
their everyday lives, especially those that aren’t 
afraid to express themselves. We have to remem-
ber that dressing for ourselves, not for our favor-
ite photographers, is the best way to ensure that 
true style endures.

Krista Lewis is a spohomore at Barnard College 
who loves soy cappuccinos and French Vogue. 
Uptown/Downtown runs alternate Fridays.

Making it in the Mob

Uptown/
Downtown

KRISTA
LEWIS

Q: “How has living in Brooklyn shaped 
your work?”

PH: “Well, to begin with, the recognition that 
where you grow up in Brooklyn…the people al-
ways…when they say, ‘Yeah, I’m from Brooklyn,’ 
the next question always is, ‘What part?’ You 
know? And what happened in my neighborhood 
was that we lived in a kind of working-class 
white shtetl. You know? It was a village. It had 
no name. It was wedged between Park Slope and 
Winter Terrace and is now called, by the real es-
tate guys, the South Slope. But it was almost all 
working-class, people who were either immi-
grants themselves or were the sons and daugh-
ters of immigrants. 

So that ethos, where the most important four-
letter word of all was work, was part of me from 
the beginning. I didn’t even question it. That was 
what the world was about because they all had 
come through the Depression, they had come 
through the war. I was 10 when World War II end-
ed. So, they had an instinct for work. And most of 
it was physical work. The ones who didn’t become 
cops or firemen or sanitation men worked off the 
commerce of the poor, they were steamer dogs, 
guys loading trucks to move goods off the piers 
and so forth. 

So, to have that in you as you start out as a writ-
er, not wondering, not knowing where you might 
go as a writer, I knew that was there somehow. I 
had learned a lot from all those people, in differ-
ent ways. But just by knowing them, by bumping 
into them in the street, by living in the same tene-
ment, in a way that was not like reading a book of 
sociology about how many left-handed Irishmen 
were brought at the docks in 1946, you know. It was 
definitely a part of the way I see the world, and I 
think most writers see the world partly through 
the way they spent their childhood. Even if they’re 
living in Brooklyn and they came from somewhere 
else, they’re looking at it through that. If they came 
from China, if they came from Mexico, and they 
look at Brooklyn, they’re seeing it through the lens 
that was given to them for the first 10-15 years of 
their lives.”

Q: “You first were interested in the vi-
sual arts. What triggered your interest 
in the literary arts?”

PH: “Well, the visual art that got me more than any-
thing was the comic strip. It was the great heyday in 
the newspapers of the narrative comic strip, not the 
gag comic strip. The narrative, some of which were 
beautifully drawn. “Terry and the Pirates” by Milton 
Caniff, I have three of his originals above my desk now 
to remind me of where I came from, Will Eisner’s “The 
Spirit” was a comic book that was beautifully drawn.

And so my first instinct was to be a comic strip 
artist. I didn’t know yet about fine arts. And as I got 
older and understood where they were coming from, 
which was from a whole tradition of popular art that 
was derived from fine art, they had all learned from 
the people who they looked at, sometimes in muse-
ums, sometimes in books. So that, that was the initial 
impulse, because I could draw. Could I draw like 
them? No. I was 11 or 12 or something. 

But at the same time, while I was trying to draw 
comics on my own, I was conscious of narrative, of 
telling a story. The comics were not one-shot draw-
ings, they were not gag cartoons. They said, ‘This 
happens and this happens and as a result, this hap-
pens.’ The essence of narrative. 

So it was built into my Brooklyn DNA somehow, 
so that when I finally got to understand the wider 
world, I tried to be a painter and was always frustrated 
by painting because I couldn’t tell a story. So when I 
finally started writing in the late ’50s, I was influenced 
not by the comic strip view of the world, but by the 
sense of sequence and narrative and character and 
so on. And slowly the graphic part of me faded away. 

I still do drawings of characters in my novels 
and so on just to get a better sense of what they 
look like. And I still sometimes go off on some re-
ally, truly boring trial in some court room. I make 
drawings of all the usual suspects. 

It’s a great way, I mean I think particularly for 
young aspiring writers, to really look at great art. It’s 
what Hemingway did, it’s what Dickens certainly 
did. And see what they choose to represent in their 
art. And great photographers, too. Not just to look 
at something, but to see it, see it clearly, make it 

seeable by a stranger who’s never able to be there, 
like most great writers do. I can see St. Petersburg 
because Dostoyevsky described it to me. Is it the St. 
Petersburg of today? No, but it’s there, it’s part of it, 
that lost 19th century St. Petersburg.  

You can learn from, certainly from studying a great 
art, and studying a foreign language is very important. 
But you have to be very clear in your own language in 
order to express yourself in the other one. So it helps 
for clarity. And music was the other big influence. I try 
to write with both because I was a jazz fan, among oth-
er things. I try to write with rhythm and with melody. 
Hip-hop doesn’t have any melody, so you can’t whistle 
hip-hop in the subway. But melody is an important 
thing to get in your skull as a writer as early as you can.”

Q: “You’ve lived in a variety of places, 
from Mexico City to Rome. What is it 
about New York City that brings you 
back?”

PH: “Well, the same thing that brought Odysseus 
back to Penelope. You know, it’s the starting place, 
it’s the original place. … The great advantage of trav-
el, like learning a foreign language, is it teaches you 
about your own place. So I would live in a place to see 
what that was. I was always drawn to places with a lot 
of vowels in the air, coming from New York with a lot 
consonants in its air. And I would listen and look and 
try to understand it in relation to New York. Why is 
New York here? It’s in a harbor. Why is Paris there? 
It’s on a river. The highways of the middle ages. Who 
owns these places? Which is what every reporter has 
to ask about New York. Who owns this joint? 

And that leads you to understanding your own 
place from the experience of other places. It’s no 
accident in the 19th century people always did their 
year abroad, maybe two years abroad. Writers like 
Henry James went and lived abroad and were still 
writing about stuff in the United States. Hemingway 
wrote about Michigan sitting in Paris. You know? 

It was that sense of being both detached and 
able to focus through the lens that was supplied by 
the things that were around you on a daily basis to 
make you understand what you had and the place 

you left behind. So, it’s been a rich life for me be-
cause almost all the places I lived in, somebody was 
paying me. It wasn’t a hobby—it certainly didn’t 
come from my father or anything. You know? I was 
able to learn my craft enough that I could support 
myself through my craft, reporting, seeing pieces 
of the world, the world that’s beyond Brooklyn or 
New York or the United States itself.”

Q: “What would be your advice for as-
piring writers?”

PH: “Number one: read. Robert Louis Stevenson, 
whose work is still in print 130-odd years after he 
died, had an essay once in the 19th century that young 
writers should read like predators because reading 
supplies the food that every writer needs, the sense 
of language, the sense of the poetry of words, the 
sense of the bluntness of words, depending on the 
rhythm and music of words, which you have to read. 

So, I try to read a poem every night before I go to 
bed. Usually if I’m exhausted it’s a very short poem. 
I try to read a short story a week. I’m always reading 
some book because I think books, basically, are like 
other people’s houses. The cover is the front door, 
you open the cover, you walk into other people’s lives, 
and they tell you, by contrast, about the lives of the 
people you grew up with, including your own fam-
ily. But also what it does is give you a sense, which 
is very important, that there’s a story in everybody. 

I think, for example, that I would expand on 
Stevenson and say everybody should read like pred-
ators. I think you’re a better doctor if you’ve read 
“Anna Karenina,” I think you’re a better lawyer if 
you’ve read Faulkner, I think you’re a better surgeon 
if you’ve read some of the great literature that’s about, 
essentially, people one at a time, not sociological stuff, 
but people one at a time. And that helps you in your 
current life. If you’re on the subway, and there’s an 
old lady sitting across from you, she was once 14, and 
in love with some dope. She’s a lot more than what 
she looks like now. She is who she was, and that helps 
you as a writer to be able to sense the humanity of the 
other people—to respect them, not try to hurt people 
with snarkiness or something, to be able to not only 
ask questions, but to listen.”

Brooklyn Book Festival Event Picks
Event: Characters on Characters
Place: Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
Time: 12 p.m.
Council chair Johnny Temple’s pick features a discussion 
by Walter Mosley, Edwidge Danticat and Dennis Lehane on 
character. 

Event: Poets Laureate Past and Present
Place: Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
Time: 2 p.m.
Don’t miss a reading by Tina Chang (Brooklyn Poet Lau-
reate), Billy Collins (U.S. Poet Laureate 2001-2003), Ish-
mael Islam (NYC Youth Poet Laureate) and Philip Levine 
(former U.S. Poet Laureate 2011-2012).  

Event: ‘I’d Like To Apologize To Every Teacher I Ever Had.’ 
Tony Danza in Conversation with Brooklyn Borough President 
Marty Markowitz
Place: Main Stage (Borough Hall Plaza)
Time: 1 p.m.
Entertainer Tony Danza speaks with Borough President Marty Markowitz about 
his career, new book, and stint as a high school teacher.

Event: Characters on Characters
Place: Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
Time: 12 p.m.
Council chair Johnny Temple’s pick features a discussion by Walter Mosley, 
Edwidge Danticat and Dennis Lehane on character. 

Event: Brooklyn Book Festival presents Pete Hamill  
Place: Saint Francis Auditorium (180 Remsen St.)
Time: 12 p.m.
This year’s BoBi Honoree speaks with book critic Bill Goldstein, of WNBC-TV.
Dennis Lehane on character. 

Event: Literary Lions
Place: St. Ann and the Holy Trinity 
Church (157 Montague St.)
Time: 2 p.m.
2012 BoBi Honoree Pete Hamill and past honor-
ees, Edwidge Danticat, and Paul Auster, will give 
readings, followed by a Q&A session moderated 
by Council Chair Johnny Temple.

Event: An Education: Coming of Age in America Today
Place: Brooklyn Historical Society Library (128 Pier-
repont St.)
Time: 12 p.m.
Columbia’s own American studies professor Andrew Delbanco will 
discuss the role of education in democracy along with Andrew Hacker 
and Kimberley L. Phillips. Delbanco recently published “College: What 
it Was, Is, and Should Be.”

VOGUE |  Models strike poses on the street and walk the runways during New York Fashion Week.

BRONWEN CALLAHAN FOR SPECTATOR*Festival runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
illustration by charlotte murtishaw
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All Tomorrow’s Parties to host annual festival
BY CHRIS BROWNER

Spectator Staff Writer

In today’s world, opera is most closely associated with Viking 
women shrieking and old ladies peering through miniature bin-
oculars. But it is so much more. 

Opera is an art form that has the power to deeply move and 
captivate its audience, and despite the popular misconceptions, 
it is for everyone.

This season, the Metropolitan Opera will present seven new 
productions and 21 revivals of classic, rare, and contemporary 
operas. There are operas for people of every level of familiar-
ity and taste, and below is just a sampling of a few operas that 
could be perfect for you.

If you’re new to the art form, have no fear—the Met is pre-
senting many classic operas that have stood the test of time and 
will certainly be great introductions to the medium.

Verdi’s stunning grand opera “Aida” places you in the center 
of an emotionally wrought love triangle set against the lavish 
backdrop of ancient Egyptian society. With grand choruses, 
soaring monuments, and even higher-soaring melodies, your 
eyes, ears, and hearts will be enthralled for the entire evening.

Bizet’s “Carmen” is also perfect for newcomers. With a pow-
erhouse leading lady and a musical score that includes many 
popular tunes recognizable from cartoons and TV commercials, 
this opera will carry you along on a dramatic journey full of lust, 
sin, and action that will keep you speechless.

All students of Columbia College will be delighted to find 
that three operas this season were inspired by texts on the 
Literature Humanities syllabus. Whether it’s Berlioz’s epic 
“Les Troyens” (taken from Vergil’s “Aeneid”), Zandonai’s over-
whelming “Francesca da Rimini” (based on an episode in Dante’s 
“Inferno”), or Gounod’s romantic take on “Faust” (an interpre-
tation of Goethe’s masterpiece), any inquisitive mind will enjoy 
seeing these classic stories retold as grand operas.

Trying to decide where to bring that special someone for a 
romantic night on the town? Nothing is more impressive and 
passionate than an evening at the opera. Bring your date to 
Verdi’s heartbreaking “La Traviata.” See what happens when a 
Parisian socialite’s fatal illness, ill-chosen lifestyle, and the man 
of her dreams collide with devastating results.

Don’t feel like spending your night in tears? Take your date to 
see Rossini’s comic romp “Le Comte Ory.” This hilarious farce 
presents the escapades of an amorous seducer and includes 
moments of mistaken identity that culminate in a hysterical 
ménage à trois.

Broadway buffs will be interested in new productions con-
ceived by Tony Award-winning directors. First, Bartlett Sher 
(“The Light in the Piazza” and “South Pacific”) tackles the co-
medic masterpiece “L’Elisir d’Amore,” and later, Michael Mayer 
(“Spring Awakening,” “American Idiot,” and “On a Clear Day You 
Can See Forever”) re-imagines Verdi’s “Rigoletto,” the tale of a 
cursed court jester, in 1960s mobster-filled Las Vegas.

No matter who you are, there is an opera onstage at the Met 
this season that will appeal to your interests. Language student 
or music major, actor, mathematician, or athlete, the opera will 
transport you to magical and musical worlds. Give the opera a 
chance, and your night will certainly end on a high note.

‘Chaplin’ charms, treads on sentimentality 

BY ZOË MILLER
Spectator Staff Writer

The show begins with a man on a tightrope. That man is none 
other than the titular Charlie Chaplin, balanced in mid-air above 
a doubtful crowd, while the tightrope serves as a good—if trite—
metaphor for the precarious balancing act of Hollywood fame.

In Christopher Curtis and Thomas Meehan’s “Chaplin: The 
Musical,” which premieres at Broadway’s Ethel Barrymore 
Theatre on Sept. 10, Rob McClure (who portrays the title char-
acter) and the rest of the cast dance, leap, and waddle across the 
stage in shades of grey, white, and black, under Warren Carlyle’s 
direction. The costumes, designed by Amy Clark and Martin 
Pakledinaz, add not only to Golden Age elegance but to London 
dreariness, contributing to seamless transitions between events 
occurring inside and outside of Chaplin’s mind. The musical’s 
success in conveying the great entertainer’s story is enhanced 
by a clapperboard-bearing ensemble member who comes on-
stage before key scenes begin—a device that feels organic in the 
Hollywood atmosphere.

In fact, most of the first act feels natural and well-paced, chart-
ing the course from Chaplin’s abandonment at boyhood by his 
mentally ill mother, Hannah (portrayed to sympathetic effect by 
Christiane Noll), to his rise to renown as the Little Tramp. One of 
the musical’s highlights is the sequence in which Chaplin comes 
up with the idea for his iconic on-screen persona. As he recalls 
strangers he saw on the streets as a child, the actors who played 

these individuals earlier in the show appear onstage, dimly lit. 
McClure, grabbing a jacket from one man and a bowler hat from 
another, nails the transformation from apprehensive Englishman 
to bona fide comedian with finesse. Add a waddle and a cane 
wave, and the Tramp is born. Act One’s scenes and songs are a 
mélange of glitz, glamour, and introspection which nicely capture 
the headiness of fame.

The second act, although far from stagnant, moves with a 
staccato heaviness.

The champagne bubbles have been popped, and Chaplin finds 
himself amid a mess of divorce settlements and political accusa-
tions, trailed by relentless gossip monger Hedda Hopper (Jenn 
Colella). Colella’s performance is powerfully entrancing, espe-
cially during a solo number about Chaplin’s downfall. Hopper is 
the very sort of character that audience members love to hate, as 
she is cruel, yet refreshingly sassy.

The near-jarring power of Act Two is softened by a frothy love 
duet between Chaplin and his fourth, and final, wife, Oona O’Neill 
(Erin Mackey) and by one campy catharsis of a final number, in 
which characters from Chaplin’s past, many of them dead, return 
à la “Les Mis” to honor the performer.

“Chaplin: The Musical” succeeds, overall, in conveying 
Chaplin’s story, but has moments that teeter, perhaps too far, 
toward the absurd, the sentimental, or the dry. Nonetheless, 
McClure walks Curtis and Meehan’s tightrope with such cha-
risma and presence from start to finish that the Tramp himself 
would bow and tip a (bowler) hat.

Metropolitan Opera proves 
something for everyone

BY PATRICK SALAZAR
Spectator Staff Writer 

Fans of memorable live music are in for a treat this weekend as All 
Tomorrow’s Parties hosts their annual “I’ll Be Your Mirror” Festival. 
This is one of the only shows the U.K.-based festival curators offer in 
the United States and they have stacked it with one of the most diverse, 
talented lineups that rivals many of the large-scale U.S. festivals held 
this past summer. Now relocated from Ashbury Park in New Jersey to 
Pier 36 in Manhattan, concertgoers have three days to head downtown 
and catch some of the most buzzed-about live acts from a wide swath 
of musical styles. Check out our top two acts from each day below.

 
frank ocean

Easily the highest-profile name on the bill this year, the R&B sing-
er’s voice has the power to entrance fans of all musical styles. After 
rising in popularity alongside his Odd Future crew members, the 
smooth crooner broke out in a big way by releasing his studio debut 
“Channel ORANGE” to much critical acclaim over the summer. Be 
sure to catch his unique sound live, and watch the entire audience 
melt with each soulful melody.

 
philip glass + tyondai braxton 

Fans of the famous contemporary pianist—who has been compos-
ing original symphonies, movie soundtracks, and operas for over 25 
years—may find it strange that Glass is billed alongside mostly up-
and-coming artists. Yet his work with experimental and progressive 
composer Tyondai Braxton is nothing short of mesmerizing. Each 
pushes the boundaries of music in very different ways in their solo 
work, so their collaboration promises to be one of the most unique 
sets of the festival.

 
the roots

These hip-hop stalwarts have been pioneers in the game for 
almost 30 years and their sound has only gotten better with time. 
Coming off of last year’s mesmerizing concept album “undun,” 
the Roots’ blend of upbeat jazz and socially conscious rhymes has 
made them famous for lively, unforgettable performances onstage. 

Taking a break from their day gig as Jimmy Fallon’s house band, 
the group never disappoints when they take the stage.

 
dirtbombs

Since its inception in the mid-90s, this band has eluded any sort 
of standard genre definition. Starting out as a double-bass garage 
punk band, they have gone through many transitions throughout 
the years, releasing everything from radio-friendly pop rock to an 
album of garage-infused soul and R&B covers. The one thing that 
never changes though, is the raucous eclectic performances given 
at each show.

 
godspeed you! black emperor

Returning from a 10-year hiatus, Godspeed You! might be the most ex-
clusive performance at the festival, as they have very few shows planned 
in the U.S. in the future. The post-rock group is known for their broad-
sweeping sound, and rotating members include traditional guitar and 
bass, as well as two percussionists and a violinist. Its performance includes 
not only the 20+ minute explorations that made its famous, but also film 
loop projections that, as Godspeed You! say, “put the whole into context.”
 
autolux 

If you value creativity in your music, escaping into vast sonic land-
scapes, look no further than Autolux. Its llive show has been described 
as “like being placed on a conveyer belt at an android factory.” The three-
person group uses old school synthesizers, distorted percussion and 
three-part harmonies to foster a new type of sound that is impossible 
to pin down.

 
These six acts are by no means representative of the entire lineup 

featured at the “I’ll Be Your Mirror” Festival, but what they do highlight 
is the vast diversity among the artists across all three days. The only thing 
all of these musicians share is a desire to create cutting-edge music, and to 
give performances that festival-goers have never experienced, but will be 
sure to remember. This is the best chance to catch many of these acts this 
side of the Atlantic, and ATP will certainly bring their U.K. flair to Pier 36 
this weekend in one of their biggest events of the year. Visit atpfestival.
com for more information on the lineup and tickets. 

Don’t miss the final performance of Marina Keegan’s Fring-
eNYC Award-winning folk rock musical. “Independents” 
follows nine friends who work on a Revolutionary War-era 
ship smuggling marijuana under the cover of historical 
re-enactment. The disappearance of their captain tests their 
friendship and forces them to grow up. 

‘Independents’
—SoHo Playhouse, 15 Vandam St. 
(between Varick St. and 6th Ave.)

theater

Jeffrey Eugenides will be giving a reading in celebra-
tion of the paperback release of his bestselling 2011 
novel “The Marriage Plot.” Set in 1982, the novel 
follows three Brown University graduates who try to 
make their way in the real world. The novel won the 
2011 Salon Book Award for fiction. 

Jeffrey Eugenides reading
—powerHouse Books, 37 Main St., Brooklyn, 

Friday, Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. 

books

Following the Sept. 4 release of their sixth album, The 
North, this indie Canadian group will headline at Webster 
Hall as part of their fall North American tour. Diamond 
Rings and California Wives will also play.

Stars
—Webster Hall, 125 East 11th St., Saturday, 

Sept. 22, Doors: 6:30 p.m.

music
events

Based on the bestselling coming-of-age novel by Stephen 
Chbosky, “The Perks of Being a Wallflower” chronicles an 
awkward freshman’s early high school experience. 

‘The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower’
—AMC Loews Lincoln Square 13, 1998 Broadway 

dates and time, opens Friday, Sept. 21

film

‘I’ll Be Your Mirror’ offers diverse lineup at Pier 36 in Manhattan

Broadway retells the balancing act of Charlie Chaplin’s life 

2012-2013 season appeals to Lit Hum 
students, romantics, Broadway buffs  

Flipside
Guide 
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“Opera is an art form that has the power to 
deeply move its audience, and despite the 
popular misconceptions, it is for everyone.”

“All students of Columbia College will be 
delighted to find that three operas this 
season were inspired by texts  on the 
Literature Humanities syllabus.”

COURTESY OF ATP FESTIVAL

WALK ON THE WILD SIDE  |  Frank Ocean (left) and Philip Glass (right) are among the many acts for All Tomorrow’s Parties. 
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