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“Top Chef” is ubiquitous 
in common rooms across 
campus. What is it about 
cooking shows that get 
Columbians all riled up?

Made for TV Cooking

A&E, page 3

In a letter to Columbia’s 
newest administrators, 
Rajat Roy urges the powers 
that be to usher in an era of 
transparency.

See right through you

Opinion, page 4

Francois Anderson, Mike 
Mazzullo, Ronnie Shaban, 
and Jesse Vella spent this 
summer working on their 
soccer skills and preparing 
for the 2009-2010 campaign.

Soccer players take 
summer to hone skills

Sports, page 8

In her inaugural column, 
Morgan Davies discusses the 
dearth of women in film, and 
explains why we can’t wait to 
start caring about the issue.

A Film of Her Own

A&E, page 3

With a fresh-faced team led 
by a new starting quarterback, 
the Tigers look for success this 
year under the guidance of 
experienced uperclassmen and 
head coach Roger Hughes.

Young Princeton squad 
prepares for football

Sports, page 8

News around the clock

columbiaspectator.com

Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

By Alix Pianin
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Tired of eating at John Jay? 
Have the lounges of Carman lost 
their charm?

The Columbia Faculty House 
has finally reopened, and the reno-
vated building may become an 
alternative student hangout.

The house, which was built in 
the ’20s and was previously de-
scribed as somewhat dank, is now 
restored after a full construction 
job. According to vice president 
of campus services Scott Wright, 
it is meant as the kind of place 
people have in mind “when you 
talk about creating spaces where 
people can get together and talk 
and socialize.”

Until now, Faculty House 
facilities had gone from bad to 
worse, until the venue was not 
only somewhat undesirable but 
also unsafe. In-house audiovi-
sual equipment was unsophisti-
cated and crude, the plumbing 
was in desperate need of an 
overhaul, the air conditioning 
was faulty, and the windows 
were falling apart.

“You look at it [the old Faculty 
House] and go, ‘my God, is the 
house falling in?’” Wright said. 
“Those were not comfortable times 
in the house, period.”

Instead of making intermit-
tent repairs, the solution was to 
close the building down altogeth-
er and do a complete overhaul. 
The construction has gone on 
for about 16 months, and facil-
ity members say there could be 
another three months of work 

ahead as workers put on the 
finishing touches.

While the primary purpose of 
the building is to provide comfort-
able space for University use, the 
directors of the project tried to 
make the Faculty House market-
able to outside interests and events. 
It is advertised as a go-to place for 
business meetings or social func-
tions—Wright said he had already 
had six soon-to-be-brides tour the 
house for their wedding parties, 
and it could host Bar Mitzvah and 
reunion receptions.

“We’re getting other people 
to help us pay the bills. It could 
become a 100 percent inter-
nal use if Columbia needs it, 
but I don’t think there’s that 
kind of demand,” Wright said, 
particularly on the weekends 
when faculty functions are in-
frequent. “We don’t want it to 
sit empty.”

Columbia functions receive 
a discount as part of a campus 
“budget sensitivity,” and Faculty 
House facilities charge what they 
consider competitive market prices 
for outside customers renting out 
the space.

The University Seminar pro-
gram, which is housed at the 
Faculty House, also got an up-
grade. Now over 60 years old, it 
brings faculty and outside experts 
together monthly to investigate a 
particular line of academic interest 
through dialogue and discussion. 
Seminar topics range from Drugs 
and Society to Arabic Studies. 
While the seminars had always 

Will Brown for Spectator
Nice Digs  |  The new and improved Faculty House will offer dining and 
lounge space to students. Or it can host your wedding or bar mitzvah.

SEE faculty house, page 2

JTS gets gift, new 
education program

By Carly Silver
Spectator Staff Writer

While many institutions na-
tionwide are forced to downsize 
due to budgetary restraints, the 
Jewish Theological Seminary is 
thriving, thanks in part to a recent 
donation of $3.7 million.

The grant is part of a $12 
million award to be distributed 
over the course of five years to 
schools across the country by 
the Jim Joseph Foundation—an 
organization that supports the 
education of Jewish youth. The 
foundation will distribute the 
additional $8.3 million between 
Yeshiva University, which will re-
ceive $4 million, and the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, which will receive 
$3.7 million.

According to Dr. Barry 
Holtz, dean of JTS’s William 
Davidson Graduate School of 
Jewish Education, JTS Chancellor 
Arnold Eisen helped score the 
grant money for Davidson 
through a process that began 
last year. Despite the welcome 
relief from widespread economic 
woes, Holtz noted that the tim-
ing of the grant applications and 
the financial fallout was purely 
coincidental.

The first of the grant’s two 
parts is a fellowship for students, 
for which all three schools will 
receive comparable amounts. The 
second part is a planning grant, of 
which Yeshiva will receive more 
than JTS, Holtz said, because 
Yeshiva is a full university with 
a larger budget. 

Three major indicatives have 
been laid out to put the grant 
money to good use at JTS. 
Currently, cantorial and rab-
binical students both spend a 
year abroad in Israel, but the 
education students do not. Part 
of the grant will go towards send-
ing Davidson students there to 
connect to Israel and improve the 
quality of their Hebrew.

“In order to be an effective 
Jewish educator,” one “needs to 
experience Israel and needs to 
kind of translate that in educa-
tional terms, and you can’t do that 
by studying in textbooks,” noted 
Shuly Rubin Schwartz, dean of 
JTS’s Albert A. List College and 
Irving Lehrman research associ-
ate professor of American Jewish 
history.

The other two initiatives of 
the grant are informal education 
and early childhood education. 

Breaking the fast, raising awareness
By Alix Pianin

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

“Salam Alaikum.” 
Samiha Rahman, CC ’12, 

greeted students at Wednesday 
night’s Fast-a-thon, hosted by the 
Muslim Students Association.

Attendees broke the Ramadan 
fast with dates as students read 
from the Quran and recited tra-
ditional prayers. Roone Arledge 
held some 80 people who dined 
on hearty dinners of chicken, 
macaroni, rice, and salads.

“Waking up just before sun-
rise, I scrambled out of bed, 
ran to the kitchen, and threw 
together a healthy and hearty 

meal—a gigantic bowl of honey 
nut cheerios, a delicious blonde 
brownie, and one generously-
sized chocolate chip cookie,” 
Rahman joked, recounting how 
it could sometimes be easy to 
lose sight of the purpose of 
fasting when filling up on the 
traditional pre-dawn meal. But 
Rahman said she appreciated 
her fast as a time for “clarity 
and ref lection,” and an op-
portunity to empathize with 
the less fortunate.

Adil Djamalov, a student 
at the School of Continuing 
Education, said that he found 
the self-control in fasting to be 
a powerful experience.

“To be able to really have 
control over your actions and to 
be accountable for those things 
you do, it really opens up the 
doors for a number of opportu-
nities in life,” he said. “People 
will look at you and you’ll find 
that they respect you, just for 
your ability to carry yourself in 
a meaningful way. “

The event brought students 
of all faiths together—some of 
whom spoke of their own experi-
ences fasting—and organizers said 
they were excited about building 
partnerships with different student 
groups and organizations.

Vanessa Thrill for Spectator
Ramadan  |  Students gathered at a Fast-a-thon hosted by the Muslim Students Association Wednesday 
night to break the Ramadan fast and support the local organization, Harlem Children’s Zone.

SEE FAST-a-thon, page 2

Bloomberg: crosstown may be free 
By Elizabeth Foydel
Spectator Staff Writer

Students may soon have a new 
incentive to explore the world be-
yond Morningside Heights. 

If New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg wins reelection and 
is able to implement the transit 
overhaul plan he proposed, the 
notoriously slow crosstown buses 
will be faster—and free.

Bloomberg raised the issue 
of crosstown buses, oft-scorned 
by residents and commuters for 
their sluggishness, as part of a 
33-point proposal he says will 
revamp and revitalize mass transit 
in the city. Free buses, he says, 
would motivate people to use 
the bus system and also speed 
up the lengthy trip by eliminat-
ing the time spent paying upon 
boarding. This so-called “dwell 
time”—the time the bus sits at 
each stop—can account for up 
to 30 percent of the length of 
a bus trip, according to studies 
by Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority engineers.

Critics of Bloomberg’s plan call 
the idea symbolic and consider it a 
means of diverting attention from 
the budget cuts the mayor made to 
transit in his last term. Bloomberg 
announced the proposed measures 
not long after the MTA, facing a 
huge deficit, raised the base bus and 
subway fare to $2.25 from $2.  

“We are primarily supportive of 
his overall vision for transit,” said 
Ellyn Shannon, transport planner 
for the Permanent Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee to the MTA and a mem-
ber of the New York City Transit 
Council. “But we are looking for him 
to say that the city will contribute 

in a more substantive way. Putting 
money with that vision would be 
much more substantive.” 

Shannon also raised concerns 
about the necessity of a pilot pro-
gram for Bloomberg’s proposals.

SEE BUS, page 7

New party space, seminar 
rooms, and it’s green 

Faculty House 
freshened up 

Tomorrow: Football Supplement 2009

 Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who 
is up for reelection this fall, has 
a plan to make crosstown buses 

free to the public and keep them 
running more frequently. You could 
save time and money traveling on 
a bus route from Columbia to 5th 
Ave. if the proposal is approved.

Graphic by Daniel Lasry

SEE jts, page 7
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Rhapsody in Blue

Writers, photographers, and editors are 
invited to submit ideas about “Invisible 
New York.” The annual student journal 
on cities will hold its first general meet-
ing, open to students in all disciplines.

Lerner Piano Lounge, 7:15 p.m.

EVENTS — September 17

Queer Sushi

Join Columbia’s LGBTQ student 
groups for their annual event, 
featuring free sushi and 
friendly faces.

Lerner Party Space, 7 p.m.

“I ... threw together a healthy 
and hearty meal—a gigantic 
bowl of honey nut cheerios, 
a delicious blonde brownie, 
and one generously-sized 
chocolate chip cookie.”

—Samiha Rahman, CC ‘12
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been guaranteed a room, the old facilities 
were becoming undesirable and problem-
atic, and some professors complained they 
were receiving lesser room preference than 
paying events. Now, the entire second floor 
of the Faculty House has been set aside for 
the program’s use during the week.

While the house was under construc-
tion, employees who worked there were 
moved to other jobs on campus. Some 
waitstaff worked in the Lerner party space 
buffet; chefs began working other jobs 
with Columbia catering. Hourly staff 
either went on layoff recall—meaning 
they left their jobs with the assumption 
that they would be rehired when Faculty 
House reopened—or retired, and a few 
took a kind of severance package, though 
they were told they could eventually 
reapply for their jobs.

While the project isn’t quite finished, 
Wright says they are on time and on budget. 
And the house is also LEED certified, which 
means the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design has credited the building for its en-
vironmental sustainability. While Columbia 
had not been aiming for LEED certifica-
tion, it was a happy consequence of their 
construction decisions, which leaned toward 
a greener building. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Faculty 
house gets a 

makeover 
faculty house from front page

“We’ve never really done that 
before and I think that people 
are really responding really well 
to it … it definitely exceeded my 
expectations,” Rahman said.

The night was also a char-
ity fundraiser for the Harlem 
Children’s Zone, a local non-
prof it organization that pro-
motes community building and 
programs to keep kids in school. 
A representative from the orga-
nization thanked the Muslim 
Students Association for their 
outreach, as well as to promote 
HCZ programming.

While last year also had a 
charity tie-in, it was a more 
global organization. Wednesday 
night, the event’s leaders recog-
nized the importance of lending 
a hand locally given the falter-
ing economy—with a donations 
collection, t-shirt sale, and book 
raff le.

“We’ve never rea l ly done 
that before and I think that 
people are really responding 
really well to it,” Rahman said, 
“It definitely exceeded my ex-
pectations.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Want to be part of an award-winning newspaper? How about a business that reaches over 10,000 people daily? 
The Columbia Daily Spectator is the primary source of news for the majority of Columbia students and many 

Morningside Heights residents. For local and national advertisers, Spec is the best way to get their message out 
to thousands of savvy New Yorkers. The newspaper, the magazine, and the Spectator Publishing Company, Inc. 

are entirely run by students, and now you have the chance to get involved.  No prior experience necessary!

OPEN HOUSES
Friday, September 18 at 1 and 2 p.m.

2875 Broadway (between 111th and 112th), third floor 
Dial #11 to enter.

Questions? info@columbiaspectator.com
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Fast-a-thon 
for local 
schools 

FAST-a-thon from front page

In‘Age of the Tweet,’ activists talk old-school
By Liza Weingarten

Spectator Staff Writer

The American Civil Liberties Union 
has 7,456 followers on Twitter.

Socia l networking websites like 
Facebook and Twitter have provided 
valuable opportunities for communica-
tion and campaigning among activist 
organizations on the national stage 
and around campus. On Wednesday 
evening, students, faculty, and guests 
packed the James Room in Barnard Hall 
to attend “Fighting the Good Fight in 
the Age of the Tweet,” where a panel 
of activists were to “discuss strategy of 
online social movements.” But talk of 
technology and the online frontier were 
notably absent. 

Janet Jakobsen, Director of the 
Barnard Center for Research on Women 
and Barnard’s Dean of faculty diversity 
and development, opened the event with 
remarks on innovation.

“We are always interested in the new-
est forms of activism,” she said, going on 
to emphasize the importance of bringing 
these new forms to campus.

Yet as the three panelists power-
fully represented social justice issues, 
they didn’t speak out much on new 
media.

Mia Herndon, CC ‘01, serves as direc-
tor of the Third Wave Foundation—a 
group formed in 1996 to support young 
women and transgender youth ages 18 
to 30. “We were founded on a basic but 
also very radical belief that young people 
are active,” Herndon said.

Throughout her talk, Herndon em-
phasized that just recently have the voices 
of youth—not to mention women and 
transgendered individuals—begun to 
find space to be heard. Part of Third 
Wave’s purpose lies in leadership de-
velopment and grant-making for these 
social niches. “These are the people who 
need to be part of making the agenda, 
because they understand what needs to 
be done,” Herndon said.

But whether or not the outreach and 
publicity tactics of Third Wave relied 
on new technology remained unknown. 
Third Wave has a Facebook fan page, 
but Herndon did not elaborate on the 
subject.

Other speakers were Debra Cole from 
Domestic Workers United—an organiza-
tion seeking to pass a Domestic Workers 
Bill of Rights—and Rinku Sen, whose 
work at the Applied Research Center 
aims to “popularize racial justice.”

Cole addressed the emerging activ-
ism around Domestic Workers’ Rights, 
indicating the silent abuse women suf-
fer in the work place, such as abrupt 
severance without pay, or rape while 
on the job.

“We would like to put things in place 
where people are not exploited,” Cole 
said. “We have a right to be treated with 
respect and dignity.”

While Domestic Workers United has 
an extensive website, which includes mul-
timedia alongside a links to documents 
and information about their purpose, it 
remained unclear as to whether the site 
plays a significant role in publicizing 

the organization’s cause, as Cole, like 
Herndon, did not address technology 
in her remarks.

An e-mail advertising the event had 
emphasized the crucial role new media 
play in social organization and politi-
cal formations, noting how “voices of 
oppressed Iranian voters were heard 
via Twitter” and that Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton urged graduates to use 
“digital diplomacy” to fight for social jus-
tice during her Barnard Commencement 
address in May. 

Students seem to share Clinton’s 
enthusiasm in this respect.

“The internet becomes an outlet for 
young people being able to judge their 
own government from an early age 
by knowing exactly what’s going on,” 
said Nida Vidutis, CC ’12 and a mem-
ber of the College Democrats. Vidutis 
also noted that the Internet has helped 
popularize politics.

Each of the panelists demonstrated 
significant contributions to her respec-
tive, contemporary field of activism. But 
those in attendance may have left con-
fused as to why the event was advertised 
as one about “virtual activism.”

Despite the evident drift from its 
original premise, it still served its pur-
pose in some sense.

Camilla Elvis, BC ’12, reiterated her 
enthusiasm for the up-and-coming social 
justice issues that redefined the evening, 
saying the discussion “was definitely 
interesting and different from how you 
normally think about activism.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com



Turning the 
cameras on 

women in film

Every year, 
millions of 
people go to 

the movies and sit 
in a crowded the-
ater as members of 
anonymous audi-
ences that are col-
lectively swept up 
by cinema. About 
half of the mesmer-
ized people sitting 
in those theaters 
every weekend are 
women.

Despite the female population’s consis-
tent and enthusiastic participation in the 
culture of film, there is perhaps no other 
national industry in which women are so 
consistently ignored. A male bias is clear 
in popular blockbusters as much as in 
their award-wining independent counter-
parts. Historically, films are nearly always 
stories imbued with a male perspective. 

A telling example: Of all the Academy 
Award nominees for Best Picture in 
the last five years, only four (“Million 
Dollar Baby,” “The Queen,” “Juno,” and 
“Atonement”) have centered primar-
ily on female characters. This is not to 
say that there have not been films that 
prominently feature women—ensembles 
such as those in ”Babel” and “Little Miss 
Sunshine” showcase well-written female 
characters. But films that could be con-
sidered female-centric are few and far 
between, and testosterone-driven movies 
like “The Departed” are more typical of 
contemporary cinema.

 Women in blockbusters fare even 
worse. With the exception of “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” “King 
Kong,”perhaps “Wall-E,” and the “Pirates 
of the Caribbean” franchise (all of which 
feature arguably more important male 
characters), each of the top five highest-
grossing movies of the past five years are 
centered on male characters. 

These films—such as “Transformers” 
and its ilk—are also nearly always tailored 
to stereotypically male tastes. Women are 
usually reduced to being little more than 
accessories to men—Uhura in the recent 
“Star Trek,” for example, has no meaning-
ful existence outside of her interactions 
with Spock and Kirk.

But the problem for women in film runs 
far deeper than their onscreen roles. Of 
those 25 films nominated for Best Picture 
in the last half decade, only two were writ-
ten or co-written by women, and only one 
was co-directed by a woman. Of the 25 
high-grossing blockbusters, not a single 
one was directed by a woman and women 
contributed to only two screenplays. 

For whatever reason, the belief remains 
that only men are naturally capable of creat-
ing cinema, and that only men are likely 
to enjoy and pay for it. Movies targeted to 
women consist of cut-and-dried romantic 
comedies that typically portray their so-called 
heroines as nothing but voids desperate for 
male affection. That women continue to buy 
into the ridiculous parodies of themselves 

a  f i l m  o f 
h e r  o w n

m o r g a n 
d a v i e s

Dumplings look like money, but don’t cost much to make
By Paula Gergen

Columbia Daily Spectator

Steamy, hot, 
and del icious. 
No, it’s not that 
date you went on 
last weekend. Nor 
is it that bowl of 
Easy Mac you got 
from JJ’s Place at 
2 in the morning. 
What am I talking 
about? Jiaozi, of 
course! Jiaozi are Chinese dumplings 
that are cheap, easy to make, and the 
perfect meal for a college student. 

Traditionally eaten during  the 
Chinese New Year, jiaozi are thought to 
symbolize wealth because their shape 
resembles ancient Chinese ingots.

Wonderfully versatile, you can 
put almost any kind of filling in-

side these parcels. They not only 
hold the potential to please every 
palate, but are conveniently a meal 
all in themselves.

Making jiaozi works best as a 
group activity. Enlisting your suit-
emates, friends, or that aforemen-
tioned steamy date of yours not only 
makes the process more enjoyable, 
but also makes it go faster.

This recipe tends to make at least 
40 dumplings, but if you have some 
extra time on your hands (or a pro-
duction line of friends), I recommend 
doubling it and putting the uncooked 
extras in the freezer. They make a 
tasty, satisfying breakfast. Throw a 
handful in a ziplock bag and take 
some to your next 9 a.m. class. You 
won’t be disappointed.  

East to the West side runs alternate 
Thursdays.

Ingredients:

.  Jiaozi wrappers (approx. 40-50 count)

.  1 cup ground pork or chicken

.  1 tbsp soy sauce

.  1 tsp salt

.  1 tbsp cooking sherry or rice wine

.  ¼ tsp ground pepper

.  3 tbsp sesame oil

.  ½ a bundle of green onion, finely minced

.  1 ½ cups shredded cabbage (Napa or other)

.   ¼ cup shredded bamboo shoots (optional)

.  1 tbsp fresh ginger, finely diced

.   2 cloves garlic, finely diced 

Directions:

1. Mix soy sauce, salt, sherry, and pepper with the 
ground meat. Add remaining ingredients.

2. Bring a pot of water to a boil. Lay out the 
dumpling wrappers and use your finger to wet 
the edges of a wrapper. Put a small amount 
(less than 1 tbsp) of filling in the center of the 
wrapper. Fold the wrapper over and use a fork to 
seal the edges. Repeat for the remaining filling 
and wrappers.

 3. To cook the jiaozi, add one handful of dump-
lings at a time to the boiling water. Stir gently 
to prevent sticking. When the water returns to 
a boil, add ½ cup of cold water. Cover the pot. 
When the water once more returns to a boil, 
again add ½ cup cold water. When the jiaozi 
are boiling again, they are done. Remove them 
from the pot and drain.

How it’s done

Cooking vicariously through “Top Chef”
By logan hofstein

Columbia Daily Spectator

Walk down any ha l lway in a 
Columbia dorm on a Wednesday 
night, and you’re likely to see students 
crowded around a TV watching an 
episode of “Top Chef.”  

Despite having under-stocked 
kitchens, tight food budgets, and 
cravings that err on the side of golden-
fried rather than sous-vide , everyone 
is enthralled. Somewhat unexpect-
edly, “Top Chef ”—and other food 
competition shows—have become 
popular with the college crowd. 
But what is it that has our fellow 
students hooked?

Most reality shows frequently take 
amateurs and put them in unfamiliar 
situations—whether it is in mod-
eling, dating, or surviving. “Top 
Chef ”—and other food competition 
shows—are a different sort of reality. 
“With cooking shows, you can repli-
cate the experience, which is unlike 
‘24’ or ‘Heroes’,” remarked Libish 
Frydman, a student at the school of 
General Studies.  

 “Cooking shows are like watching 
art being created; some of the best 
chefs on the planet creating amaz-
ing, complex, and delicious dishes. 
It is, in a way, like reading escapist 
literature or fashion magazines. It’s 
this image of perfection that I can’t 
hope to achieve with my cooking but 
that other people can, so I can enjoy 
their talents vicariously,” said Marley 
Weiner, BC ’10.

“It’s weird that I watch it because 
I obviously can’t discern between 
dishes for myself, whereas in sing-
ing competitions you can objectively 
judge for yourself. But it interests me 
because there is such a high level of 
skill that goes into it,” said Molly 
Gordon, CC ’12.

Scripted and unscripted programs 
alike are, as a whole, forms of escap-
ism. Students do not watch “America’s 

Next Top Model” to break into the 
fashion world any more than they 
watch “Gossip Girl” because they want 
to go to high school on the Upper East 
Side. “Top Chef ” and other cooking 
shows are no different.

Their appeal lies somewhere in be-
tween familiarity and fantasy. Cooking 
shows depict a real-life experience with 
which we are famliar—eating—in 
an entirely unrealistic context (one 
replete with competition, time limi-
tations, and unlimited ingredients). 

Furthermore, cooking shows offer 
something new every week. Their basic 
premise is the same—taste and pre-
sentation of the food are both highly 
important in the competition—but 
the challenges are new and exciting. 
It provides a good break from the 
studious, sometimes monotonous 
lives of Columbia students.

Emily Rood-Matza, BC ’11, has a 
simple reason for watching culinary 
programs: “I like to look at the food. 
It makes me hungry.” 

Peter Day, CC ’12, not only watches 
the shows for the beauty of the food, but 
also takes away something instructive in 
the process. “You sometimes get tips for 
how to make stuff in the dorm room.” 
While most students may not have 
the skill of cooking show contestants, 
watching the shows inevitably adds to a 
student’s culinary knowledge base. 

With “Top Chef ” on in the back-
ground, perhaps instead of ordering 
that perennial pizza, a student might 
be inspired to cook something.

Embry Owen / Staff photographer
Food Fights  |  Even though most students cannot replicate the complicated and impressive recipes they see on popular 
food competition shows such as “Top Chef,” many of them are inspired by the shows to cook—or at least eat. 
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Education for a 
career, too

Today’s job seekers need a 
basic technological skill set, 
one that can fulf il l the re-
quirements of a 21st century 
job, if they hope to be em-
ployed. While many students 
at Columbia have picked up 
some of these skills through 
academic courses or extra-
curricular activit ies, some 
will graduate without being 
able to use Microsoft Excel or 
PowerPoint.  To make sure ev-
ery Columbian is competitive 
in the job market, the Center 
for Career Education should 
develop seminars to teach stu-
dents how to use software com-
mon in the work world. 

The CCE has wide array 
of programs designed to help 
students meet employers, de-
velop resumes, and draft cover 
letters. But missing from the 
CCE’s menu of offerings is 
the chance for students to 
reach a comfort level with 
various computer programs. 
Students unfamiliar with Web 
navigation and fundamental 

computer software, or those 
who seek to develop greater 
prof iciency in them, should 
have the opportunity to learn. 
True, Butler Library offers el-
ementary classes in computer 
basics, but those courses are 
only offered once a semester, 
their space is limited, and they 
often only introduce students 
to the program. When em-
ployers expect their employees 
to have a mastery in certain 
technologies, applicants with-
out sophisticated tech skills 
wi l l be at a disadvantage.  
The CCE should therefore 
work with the libraries so that 
both offer more job-applicable 
seminars on a wider range 
of dates.

From white-collar jobs on 
Wall Street to f ield work in 
the most remote locations, 
every kind of job now requires 
a basic technologica l sk i l l 
set. Every student must have 
the know-how to survive and 
succeed in the marketplace of 
the Digital Age.

Staff Editorial

politics on stilts

Dear Dean 
Peña-Mora, 
Dean 

Moody-Adams, and 
Provost Steele,

First off, let 
me personally 
welcome you to 
your new posi-
tions at Columbia 
University. When 
you interviewed 
for your respective 
positions, you were 
each inundated 

with many facts about this great institu-
tion—we are in the top 10 of virtually ev-
erything we do, our student body is noth-
ing short of brilliant, and we have more 
potential than even we currently realize.

But, as you start your first year here, you 
may start noticing a process that the administra-
tion may call necessary, but which stunts the 
growth, limits the effectiveness, and curtails the 
scope of our imagination—the slowing, and in 
some cases stopping, of the flow of information. 

After some time in your new positions, 
you will come to see that this is the root 
of virtually every problem at our school. 
Columbians have a long tradition of pro-
testing to assert our fundamental rights as 
members of the University community. One 
of those rights is the access to and knowl-
edge of the inner workings of the decision-
making process of the University. If the 
status quo is maintained, the University 
runs the risk of long-term student alienation, 
which will be detrimental to both University 
finances and the wider Columbia alumni 
network. What could prevent this?

I contend that one simple word could solve 
many of these problems: transparency. Any 
student or faculty member will tell you that at 
times it seems as though there are stone walls that 
prevent us from being as efficient as possible. In 
turn, those walls breed dissent and distrust.

I’ll give you a few perfect examples:
Now, when student groups make T-shirts, 

they are not allowed to use the name 
“Columbia” or anything affiliated with the 
school, including the logo, without getting ap-
proval TWO MONTHS in advance. Why did 
this happen? When student council officials 
asked members of Student Development and 
Activities when they were planning on telling 
students about this new policy, the response 
was, “Sometime in late September.” So let 
me summarize. Despite the fact that SDA is 
responsible for advising students on the policies 
and procedures of the University, they were not 
going to tell students that there were major and 
fundamental rule changes affecting organiza-
tion procedures immediately. This affects ev-
erything from our T-shirts for homecoming to 
club membership. . Transparency would have 
dictated that SDA tell the students about the 
new policies when they found out months ago 
rather than waiting for the councils to stumble 
across the information in September. 

Furthermore, any purchase over $2500, 
which could normally be fronted by members 
then reimbursed by the school, must now 
be approved two months in advance and the 
vendor must be from a “preferred vendors” 
list. Because of that, every major event on 
campus or held by campus groups may now 
be held up until November, just before we are 
about to leave. I get that Columbia needs to 
protect its 501(c)(3) status as a nonprofit, but 
for the love of Alma Mater and Le Marteleur, 
please tell the groups. Groups try to fol-
low the rules, but that becomes increasingly 
difficult, if not impossible, if groups are not 
informed in a timely manner. 

Students are always impatient, but we 
would understand the inconvenience of 
waiting weeks if we could simply know 
the reasons why it takes so long to get 
reimbursed for purchases we made for our 
organizations (an action SDA and SACBO 
are no longer allowing, by the way, for 
purchases over $2500). Getting reimbursed 

for pizza from Famiglia should only take 
a phone call saying, “Hi, did the student 
group buy X number of pizzas for Y dollars? 
Yes? Ok. Just checking.” I have been in-
volved in Columbia politics for three years 
and I still don’t know why it takes so long 
to hear back from the financial office.

 There was one question I asked every po-
tential dean I met during the interview process: 
“In 25 years, when you are gone, what will have 
been your legacy at Columbia?” In response, 
I heard some great slogans, like “the Age of 
Collaboration” or “solidifying a University com-
munity with students and alumni.” 

Regardless of your answer, I implore 
you to add three additional words: “Era of 
Transparency.” This is the first time that 
three of the most important positions in the 
University have been filled by fresh, visionary 
minds. You three have the power to funda-
mentally change this University and usher 
in this new Era, in which students no longer 
feel the need to go on distracting and dan-
gerous hunger strikes or pointless boycotts 
simply because they feel frustrated that they 
could not find the information they needed. 
Students in this Era will never be stopped by 
a stone wall of administrative silence.

After hearing your words to our com-
munity, never have I been so proud to be a 
Columbian. Our institution isn’t without 
flaws, but We the Students of Columbia, in 
order to create a more perfect University, ask 
that you help us achieve transparency for the 
betterment of the University and its students.

Good luck and best wishes,
Rajat Roy

Rajat Roy is a School of Engineering and 
Applied Science senior majoring in industrial 

engineering and operations research with a 
minor in environmental engineering. He is 
a university senator from SEAS. Cutting 
the Blue Tape runs alternate Wednesdays. 

opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

A transparent proposal
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Core Curriculum professors require experience, 
not just enthusiasm

To the Editor: 
I was dismayed by Scott Levi’s first as-

sertion in “How to Survive—and love—the 
Core Curriculum” (Sept. 1) that “The Core 
pushes you to shed preconceived notions, 
and you will do just that upon realizing 
that your doctoral student instructor leads 
as fantastic a section as that of his famed 
dissertation adviser.” 

Levi is right—tenure is no guarantee of pro-
fessorial wisdom. A grad student might lead a 
better section than a full professor of philosophy. 
Likewise, a precocious resident might perform a 
better bypass than a cardiac surgeon. Given the 
choice, however, I’d take the surgeon. 

Levi says “time [for] students, scholarly 
background, and workload” are the criteria 
by which to judge a Core professor. I dis-
agree. Because Core classes are required for 
so many students, the range of teachers is 
huge—and quite a few are pretty far from 
their area of expertise. Familiarity with the 
material is the one indispensable thing, and 
this means either Core veterans or literature 
and philosophy professors.  

I did what Levi is proposing. My Literature 
Humanities or Contemporary Civilizations 

professor (I can’t remember any longer which) 
was a young, freshly minted Ph.D. He’d 
never taught the Core before, and freely 
acknowledged that, like us, he was reading 
things for the first time. It wasn’t a great 
class. And it wasn’t his fault. The volume 
of reading is enormous. Asking someone 
to learn and then teach all this stuff in a 
matter of days is like asking someone to eat 
a 10-course meal and then go swimming. 
People need time to digest.  

The professor who knows the books 
backwards and forwards, thanks to mul-
tiple re-readings and the study of secondary 
sources and who can contextualize, fill in 
gaps, and elucidate hidden connections, is 
the professor who transforms the Core from 
a burden to a blessing. 

Mark Bulliet, CC ’02
Sept. 6, 2009 

Optimism and honesty make NSOP, the 
Core, and Columbia a better place  

To the Editor:
I just wanted to thank Spectator for 

starting out the new school year on such a 
positive note. Spectator has a crucial role in 

the morale and dialogue of our University, 
and I really appreciated the honest, opti-
mistic take on the Core and on student life 
at Columbia that you included in the first 
issue after NSOP. This is exactly the sort 
of language that contributes to creating 
safe spaces for discussion and continuing 
discourse. I much prefer the recent issues’ 
tone to the offensive, abrasive commentary 
of past issues that complains more than it 
informs or gives advice for solutions to the 
problems we experience. 

I also completely agree with the staff 
editorial about creating some semblance of 
a post-NSOP survey. As a former NSOP 
employee, I know that there is a tremen-
dous amount of work that goes into putting 
NSOP together. Though each new NSOP 
committee truly does its best to make 
NSOP as fun, informative, and accessible 
as they can, there is still an incredible 
amount of progress that the program can 
stand to make for coming generations of 
CU students, and that change begins and 
ends with the students. 
 Rock on, Spec, thanks for such a great, 
open-minded start to my senior year! 
 

Laura Taylor, CC ’10
Sept. 14, 2009

Letters to the editor

By Laura resnick

I expected abundance. I thought there 
would be stalls for miles, overf lowing 
with things, people calling out the names 
of their wares, and travelers like myself 
weaving through the streets. The El Alto 
Market in Bolivia, just outside the capital 
city of La Paz, is one of the world’s largest 
markets. I was ready to be impressed.

I walked the dirt 
streets with incredu-
lity. The market was 
permeated with a 
horrible stench from 
trash that littered the ground. Many vendors 
sold their wares on blankets spread across 
the rubble. The scuffed goods ranged from 
hardware tools to Barbie dolls. Worse, the 
scene lacked the hustle and bustle of a healthy 
marketplace. While the place teemed with 
people, the vendors looked at me with heavy 
eyes, without seeming to care whether or 
not I bought their goods.

The market went torturously on for 
blocks. Finally, I stumbled out, depressed 
by the hundreds of people who were numbly 
trying to make some kind of profit.

Bolivia is the poorest country in South 
America. Diane Bellomy, founder of fair 
trade organization Artesania Sorata, is   much 
needed in La Paz. The artisans at Artesania 
Sorata are on the bottom rung of Bolivia’s 
economic ladder. Many of them are women 
who live in rural areas, and never got an 
education. Those that were able to afford 
college dropped out after several years for 
lack of money. They married, had children, 
and didn’t have money enough to support 

them. Then the women found Diane through 
relatives or friends, and their standard of 
living dramatically changed. 

The women at Artesania Sorata have 
control of their daily schedules and become 
economically independent. All of them have 
the same dream for the future: each wants her 
children to get college degrees, which would 
enable them to earn a substantial salary.

The positive impact of Artesania Sorata on 
the artisans is priceless. They work at home, so 
they can be with their children. Further, self-
expression becomes the artisans’ lifestyles. Julia 
relates social issues in her tapestries; Martha 
depicts sweeping, open landscapes. 

Beginning in 1978, Diane taught Soratan 
women to make items like sweaters and gloves, 
and they taught her Bolivian weaving tech-
niques learned from their mothers and grand-
mothers. She helped the women sell their 
textiles to tourists. Once there was enough 
profit, she immediately used the earnings to 
provide health care for the artisans and their 
families, as well as educational opportunities 
for the community, such as literacy classes.

Today, Artesania Sorata provides work for 
over 200 women, and a few men. They use 
alpaca and wool to create beautiful textiles, like 
tapestries, sweaters, and purses. The few arti-
sans who are needed in the workshop dye yarn 
in vats, sew tags onto merchandise, and take 
inventory. Artisan Eva Illanes usually works 
at home, but today she came to the workshop 
to give her finished weaving to Diane, and to 
collect her payment. Eva tells me that jobs in 
Bolivia are scarce. Her husband has a good job 
as a military engineer, but he is never home; 
she sees him once a month for several days. 
She mentions that he doesn’t give her enough 
money. She’d like to work more, but she has 
to take care of her children. However, Eva is 
happy. She laughs with Diane about the first 
sweater she ever made for Artesania Sorata. 
“We’re like family,” Eva says.

“Sergio, who does very fine work in large 
sized wall-hangings, is a man who lives in 
Sorata. He is now a homeowner—when we 
first started working with him over twenty-

five years ago, he was living in one room 
with his whole family,” Diane tells me. Diane 
is the miracle that happened to Sergio and 
hundreds of other artisans. She has worked 
in Bolivia for thirty-one years.

In 1977, frustrated with American con-
sumerism, twenty-seven year old Diane 
moved to Sorata, a small Bolivian town near 
La Paz. There, she started a small coopera-
tive to help Soratan women sell their woven 
artwork, which is now Artesania Sorata, a 
successful business that has helped hundreds 
of families improve their standard of living. 
Diane doesn’t think of her work as a gift, 
or even as a service. “I always felt like I had 
to be here,” she said to me as we sat in the 
workshop. To Diane, a life of improving 
other lives is compulsive.

In addition to managing Artesania 
Sorata, now located in La Paz, Diane su-
pervises a school for the deaf and an arts 
workshop for orphaned children, and 
runs a non-profit volunteer program. She 
emphasizes the importance of volunteers, 
who “make connections with Bolivians that 
will help to bring our cultures to a place 
of better equilibrium.”

In Bolivia, organizations like Artesania 
Sorata are rare. Many women in La Paz spend 
all day selling bruised fruit for a seventh of 
an American dollar apiece, sitting hunched 
on dirty street corners, their children hid-
ing behind them or playing among trash 
heaps. The artisans at Artesania Sorata 
live a far better lifestyle, but they’re only a 
fraction of the women in La Paz. As Diane 
said, Artesania Sorata “helps to empower 
people with a greater sense of self, which 
comes from the development of their creative 
expression” and  what follows is change, 
positive change.”

The author is a Barnard College sophomore. 
“Weaving change in Bolivia” is the final install-
ment of Summer Dispatches, an opinion feature 
series that seeks to showcase the diverse summer 
experiences of members of the Columbia com-
munity. More information about volunteering 
can be found at www.artesaniasorata.com.

Weaving 
change in 

Bolivia

Summer
Dispatches
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psychiatry
Psychiatrist, experienced in psycho-
therapy and psychopharmacology with 
young adults. Upper West Side office, 
flexible hours. (646) 512 1217.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

LAUNDROMAT/WASH & FOLD Ser-
vice. $5 off. Laundromat at 3357 
B’way (at 136 St) $5 off any Wash & 
Fold order (20 lb min) w/CUID and 
this ad. Offer expires 9/15/09. Excel-
lent Wash & Fold Service Laundromat. 
Quick turnaround. At your request, we 
use hypoallergenic and fragrance-free 
products. Open all night Fri & Sat. 2 
flat screen TVs. Brand new washers 
throughout store. Friendly, bilingual 
attendants. (212) 491-6788. See our 
Yelp review under ‘3357 Laundry’.

RADIAN RECORDS
Music production company, indie la-
bel. Studio Recording $25/hr for un-
signed artists. info@radianrecords.com 
(212) 727-8055.

WASHINGTON HGTS—736 W 187 St. 
The Bennett Condominium. 2 BR, 2 
bath: $535K. Quiet, bright, xxx mint 
condition, high floor—pet friendly. 2 
BR, 2 bath: $559K. With private out-
door terrace—makes this a special 
place to live. Doorman, gym, pet 
friendly. Low monthlies. Close to A & 
1 Trains. Prudential Douglas Elliman, 
Robin Carvey. Call (917) 407-2951. 
rcarvey@elliman.com

CAMPAIGN JOBS
Grassroots Campaigns is currently hir-
ing staff to work on Planned Parent-
hood Action Funds Campaigns in New 
York. Planned Parenthood is working 
to protect women’s rights and to make 
sure that family planning and repro-
ductive health services are available 
to everyone who wants and needs 
them. Full-time management positions 
available now. Learn valuable cam-
paign skills and make a difference. 
Earn $335-$535. Call Corey at (212) 
219-1502.
ISO Afterschool Babysitter 
M-F, 3:30-6:30 pm. Pick up my son 
from preschool and play until I get 
home. UES school and apartment. 
NYCMeghan@gmail.com (212) 729-
7907 .

JAPANESE
Customized way to learn Japanese. 
Bilingual, professional Japanese teach-
er w/thoughtful result oriented meth-
ods. Skype and student discount avail-
able. FREE initial consultation. Ms. 
Takemoto (212) 678-4251.

3 BR/2 Bath. Walk to Columbia Cam-
pus! Brand new w/queen size BRs; 
Loft-like living space; windowed chef 
kitch with SS appliances; new baths 
with glass tiles; Washer/dryer in unit. 
This sunny, beautifully renov apt fea-
tures oak floors, lots of double pane 
windows; high ceilings. shares OK. 
guarantors OK. B’way at W 106 St; 
$3995/ month. Call Remy (917) 539-
9454.

8 room co-op apt for sale 
4 BR, 2 bath co-op in immaculate con-
dition located on the southerly side of 
137 St and Riverside Dr. This is a 
tastefully renov apt with a spacious 
layout, 10 ft high ceiling, eat-in-kitch 
w/stainless steel appliances and gran-
ite countertops, master suite w/bath, 
hardwood floors, huge living room w/
fireplace. Washer/dryer in unit and 
close to transportation and shopping 
on Broadway. Please note income re-
strictions apply and all offers will be 
entertained. 20 min walk to CU or 2 
stops on #1 train. For more info or to 
view, please call Brian (212) 831-1368 
or e-mail at Brianresales@gmail.com

Manhattan Apartments
Buying, selling or renting an apt? Work 
w/a top rated CU alum (CC ’94 SIPA 
’99). www.joshnathanson.com (212) 
875-2970.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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in movies like “The Ugly Truth” reflects 
the limited opportunities they have had to 
see films in which female protagonists are 
realistic and well-written.

But women also go to see action films, 
and very often like them. And women are 
more than capable of making movies too. 
Some of them, like Jane Campion and 
Sofia Coppola, make movies primarily 
about the experiences of their own gender. 

But some, like Kathryn Bigelow, SoA 
’81, do not. Her most recent film, for 
example, this summer’s astounding “The 
Hurt Locker,”is a searing, action-packed 
meditation about a bomb squad. 

Is there something inherent to women 
that makes us unsuited to cinema? Hardly. 
Are female filmmakers intrinsically differ-
ent from their male counterparts in some 
way? Do the stories we tell and characters 
we portray have a distinct dramatic weight 
or balance? 

Since all art is based on experience, and 
female and male experiences are, at a basic 
level, different, it is tempting but empiri-
cally unsound to believe that women have 
exclusive insight into the female mind. 
Over the course of the semester, this col-
umn will investigate the presence of women 
in all aspects of film, both in front of and 
behind the camera. It will try to shine some 
light on the roles they have played, cur-
rently play, and the hopefully greater role 
that they will play in the rich fabric of the 
cinematic canon. Only with the expansion 
of the role of women in the movies will we 
be able to better divine what makes female 
filmmakers unique and invaluable.

Morgan Davies is a sophomore at Barnard 
College majoring in English. A Film of Her 

Own runs alternate Thursdays. 

Close-up on 
women in 

film
davies from page 3 Interestingly, the Quakers won 

more Ivy games that weekend 
(three) than they had during the 
entire rest of the season (two). To 
add insult to injury, Princeton and 
Cornell did split in the end, mak-
ing this season-ending catastrophe 
the first of the year to have champi-
onship implications for the Lions.

Agony aside, looking back on 
the past athletic season has allowed 
me to see why it was so uniquely 
painful: the presence of hope. The 
football team was transformed 
when Olawale took over at quarter-
back and the team was 2-1 at home 
in the league this past year. The 
basketball squad was a miracle away 
from its best season in 30 years and 
the baseball team could have (and 
should have) secured a chance to 
play for its second consecutive Ivy 
League championship with a strong 
performance on the final weekend. 
Now how many Columbia classes 

have witnessed such promise in a 
single athletic year?

This brings me back to my ex-
citement about this year’s athletic 
endeavors, beginning with the im-
minent football season. The Lions 
have an advantage this year over 
their toughest Ivy opponents (Penn, 
Yale, Harvard, Brown), as they get 
all four at home. Combine this with 
the fact that Columbia’s three league 
road trips will all be winnable games 
(Princeton, Cornell, Dartmouth), 
and you are potentially looking at 
a full slate of competitive Ancient 
Eight contests for the Lions.  

Am I predicting an Ivy League 
championship? Of course not. But 
with Olawale, a favorable sched-
ule, and perhaps the most talented 
defense in the league, four league 
wins are certainly within reach. 
Now that is something to get ex-
cited about.

Tom Di Benedetto is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in history.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Trying to be optimistic 
about Columbia athletics

Despite graduating Ivy League 
Player of the Year Craig Hender-
son, the reigning Ivy League cham-
pions are now 3-0-1 and show no 
signs of slowing as they vie to de-
fend their title.

Like Dartmouth, 12th-ranked 
Harvard (4-0-0) is also cruising 
through its schedule, dominating 
its last game with a 4-0 triumph 
over Army. The Crimson surged 
ahead just 30 seconds into the 
game when midfielder Desmond 
Mitchell maneuvered along the left 
sideline and scored. Mitchell’s goal 
opened the floodgates. The Crim-
son scored three more times—two 
goals by Andre Akpan and one by 
Brian Rogers—and Harvard goalie 
Austin Harms, recently named Ivy 
League Player of the Week, stopped 
six shots to blank Army. With 
the Crimson’s potent offense and 

Harms’s superb goalkeeping, Har-
vard is certainly another favorite to 
win the Ivy League.

Yale, meanwhile, competed against 
Adelphi as well as Southern Method-
ist University in last weekend’s Brown 
Invitational. The Bulldogs tied Adel-
phi, 1-1, before losing 3-2 to SMU. 

Penn flew to California last week, 
where it played San Diego State and 
the University of San Diego in the 
San Diego State Tournament. After a 
2-2 tie with the Aztecs and a 3-2 win 
over the Toreros, Penn now holds a 
1-2-1 overall record.

Rounding out the Ivy League, 
Columbia defeated Long Island Uni-
versity 3-1 on Saturday. Senior James 
Prince, freshman Will Stamatis, and 
freshman Nick Scott all scored en 
route to the Light Blue’s first win of 
the season. With the victory, Colum-
bia stands at 1-2-0 heading into a six-
game home stretch starting Sept. 18 
against St. Peter’s. 

Early season surprises in 
second week of soccer

Di benedetto from back page

men’s soccer from back page

Some students are similarly skeptical 
of the proposal, mainly because—since 
it is already free to transfer from sub-
way to bus or vice versa—its financial 
impact may be limited. Bloomberg 
acknowledges that most crosstown bus 
riders already take advantage of that 
free transfer. 

“Transfer is free anyways,” Daniel 
Gonzalez, CC ’13, said. 

Still, Remy Zaken, CC ’12, said, “I 
don’t take crosstown buses often, but I 
would be more inclined to take them if 
they were free or faster. It takes forever 
to get to the East Side.”

And while students may not ride 
buses regularly, many commuters would 

benefit from speedier service. 
“I have a monthly [unlimited] pass 

because I travel all the time for work, 
but this plan might make it faster or 
less time-consuming to commute,” said 
Leslie Dennis, who lives downtown and 
works in Morningside Heights. As Zaken 
noted, the subways are faster than buses, 
but a trip from the Upper West Side to 
the Upper East Side, or vice versa, neces-
sitates a crosstown bus.

Ultimately, regardless of how sig-
nificantly free crosstown buses and the 
other points of Bloomberg’s transit pro-
posal would change riders’ experiences, 
Bloomberg could face stiff opposition, 
as his office controls only four of the 14 
votes on the MTA board.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Bloomberg proposes 
crosstown bus changes 

BUS from front page

Dean Holtz plans to foster the exist-
ing track in the master’s program for 
informal education with the school’s 
close connection to Camp Ramah, 
a nationwide organization of Jewish 
summer programs, then “investigate 
and plan a new track in our master’s 
program for training early childhood 
Jewish educators.”

The Davidson School will distribute 
$700,000 annually over the next five 
academic years for student fellowships in 
its master’s and doctoral programs. “The 
timing is especially exciting to be able 
to think about growth and supporting 
new students coming into the program,” 
said Dr. Michelle Lynn-Sachs, assistant 
professor of Jewish Education at the 
Davidson School.

Lynn-Sachs expects applications for 
the Davidson School to multiply in 
the coming years, given the incline in 
fellowship money. “To be able to offer 
competitive funding…is critical.” She 
noted that the diversity of the applicant 
pool would change. The grant “allows 
us to expand the scope of who[m] we’re 
able to reach.”

Students and faculty remarked on the 
common goals of the Davidson School 
focus and the Jim Joseph Foundation. 
“Approximately two-thirds of List College 
students want to pursue a long-term pro-
fessional career in the secular realm,” said 
Ariela Wenger, GS/JTS ’13.

Shana Zionts, Davidson ’10, added. 
“If the charity wanted it to go to further 
Jewish education, Davidson makes the 
most sense.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

JTS receives grant for 
education program

JTS from front page
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Sports Women’s soccer (2-2) 

continues its campaign on 
Friday in an away matchup 

against Hofstra.

Tomorrow

The Columbia men’s tennis 
team kicks off its season 

this weekend at the Virginia 
Invitational. 

Tomorrow

So m e h o w,  I 
f ind myse l f 
feeling opti-

mist ic about the 
upcoming year for 
Columbia sports. 
I say somehow be-
cause of the horrific 
taste that still lin-
gers in the mouths 
of Lions fans from 
the football, basket-
ball, and baseball 
seasons in 2008-
2009. And for good 

reason, as fans were treated to three of the 
most comically brutal season conclusions 
imaginable last year.

The fat lady made her first proverbial 
appearance last year in Providence to an-
nounce the end of the football campaign. 
I remember the game well, as I was sitting 
in the press box on that frigid afternoon 
providing color commentary for WKCR. In 
my pregame analysis, I excitedly pointed out 
the fact that the Lions were 2-2 with M.A. 
Olawale at the helm. I also played up the 
fact that his big-play ability gave Columbia 
a chance to end Brown’s bid to capture a 
share of the Ivy League title.  

Just as I optimistically predicted, Olawale 
broke a 70-yard run in the first quarter to 
tie the game at seven, and Columbia looked 
set to play spoiler. Then I watched in hor-
ror as it all fell apart. Three straight scores 
gave Brown a comfortable 24-7 lead. Next, 
Olawale was knocked out of the game with 
an injury at the same time that his backup 
quarterback forgot which team he was on, 
leading to two prompt turnovers at the 
beginning of the second half. As the game 
ended and Brown celebrated another confer-
ence championship, I remember wondering 
what we did to deserve such a devastating 
end to this season. Unfortunately, the worst 
was yet to come.

Many more Columbia fans were in at-
tendance for the second season-ending 
shocker of the year in Levien Gymnasium. 
The back-story for this one—the men’s 
basketball season finale—was even more 
intriguing, as the Lions had emerged during 
the course of the season as perhaps the best 
home team in the Ivy League, carrying a 
5-1 mark in Manhattan into the final day 
of the season. Excited fans packed Levien 
that night, as they had all year, ready for the 
completion of an epic Princeton-Penn sweep 
that would give the basketball program its 
first over-.500 finish since the late ’70s.

Now let’s fast forward to the last three 
seconds of the second half. Noruwa Agho 
is at the line with one free throw attempt 
left and the Lions lead by 2. Agho misses, 
allowing Penn to gain possession and call 
timeout with 1.9 ticks left. The ensuing 
inbounds pass finds Penn senior Kevin Egee 
who proceeds to launch the last jump shot 
of his collegiate career from 35 feet out and 
SWOOSH! The crowd watches in shock 
as the Quakers celebrate and the silence in 
the gym is broken only by some overweight 
woman sitting behind the visitors’ bench, 
belting “Fight on, Pennsylvania.” Apparently, 
the fat lady does not always sing opera.

Yet perhaps the most disappointing of 
all the anticlimactic season conclusions oc-
curred on the final weekend of the baseball 
season. Columbia, the defending Ancient 
Eight champs, actually had an outside 
chance at gaining a berth to the Ivy League 
Championship Series entering its four-game 
set with lowly Penn despite underperforming 
for most of the year. The Lions needed to 
take all four games from the Quakers and to 
have Cornell and Princeton split their series, 
a scenario that seemed extremely possible. 
However, after confidently taking game one, 
the Lions tanked, losing the second game 
of the home doubleheader and suffering a 
sweep in Philadelphia the following day. 

T h e  M o u t h 
t h a t  R o a r e D

T o m
D I  B e n e d e tt  o

Finding the 
way back to 

optimism By Kunal gupta
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia men’s soccer team, sporting a fresh 
face with new head coach Kevin Anderson and a 
talented incoming freshman class, is slowly becom-
ing a force to be reckoned with in the Ivy League. 
Coming off a season during which they upset No. 
6 UC Santa Barbara and No. 19 Penn, the Lions 
have set their sights even higher this year. Over the 
summer, four sophomores honed their skills while 
playing in top-level club competition and leading 
their teams to several victories and titles. 

Sophomores Francois Anderson, Mike Maz-
zullo, Ronnie Shaban and Jesse Vella spent a large 
portion of their summers preparing themselves for 
the 2009 season. 

As a freshman, Anderson started for Colum-
bia in 12 games and played in all 17, predomi-
nately at midfield. His 21 shots last season were 
fourth-best on the team. This summer, Ander-
son played on the D.C. United Super 20 League 
team. Anderson helped lead the team to an 8-0-
1 record in group play in the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion. The squad finished first in Group B with 
25 points, five more than the second-place team. 
They scored 32 goals while only allowing 7, the 
best differential in the group and second-best in 
the Mid-Atlantic Region. 

Mazzullo, who started 15 out of 17 games as a 
freshman, helped lead the Yonkers United U-19 
Tornadoes to their most successful season in pro-
gram history. The squad won three straight games in 
shutouts and earned itself a spot in the Eastern New 
York State Championship. The title game proved to 
be Mazzullo’s crowning moment, as he was award-
ed a penalty kick in the first half and cashed in to 
give his team a 1-0 lead. The Tornadoes held on for 
a 1-0 win over the New York Cosmos. 

By virtue of its victory, the team advanced to 
the Region I Championship held in West Virginia, 
an invitational for each State Cup winner in the 
Northeast. Mazzullo and his team continued their 
string of strong defensive play, not allowing a goal 

in group play and finishing 2-0-1. The group victo-
ry earned the squad a berth in the semifinals, where 
its storybook run come to an end at the hands of 
FC Delco, a team which had previously won the 
national title. 

Opposing Mazzullo in the Eastern New York 
State Cup Championship was Columbia teammate 
Jesse Vella. Vella, a five-foot-nine defender and 
midfielder from New York City, had a strong start 
to his freshman campaign before an injury cut his 
season short soon after he had earned a starting role 
on the team.

Ronnie Shaban brought an international flavor 
to the Lions’ summer training. Shaban, who start-
ed 16 out of the season’s 17 games as a freshman, 
played for the Region 1 Olympic Development 
Program team, which competed in an international 
tournament in Germany against teams from all 
over Europe.

Following his international travels, Shaban re-
turned to the States and joined the Northern Vir-
ginia Royals Football Club, where he participated 
in the club’s Super 20 and Premier Development 
League teams. The club’s Super 20 team played in 
the South Atlantic Division and finished its season 
in third place with a final record of 4-1-3. Due to 
the club’s strong finish, it earned a berth in the Re-
gion 1 Championship.

The Lions hold a 1-2 record early in the season. 
The team has a remarkably young makeup, with 
nine freshmen and sophomores on the roster. Head 
Coach Kevin Anderson will need big contributions 
from this budding group of sophomores as the team 
continues to mature and grow together. 

“It’s more about developing a culture that is in-
clusive of playing in the most competitive environ-
ments throughout the year,” Anderson said. “The 
guys get that opportunity throughout the school 
year, but during the summer they have another 
opportunity to blend with kids from around the 
country at a very high level. The more you play at 
that level, the better prepared you are and the more 
experience you gain. That experience can only help 
us going forward.”

Columbia soccer players lead summer clubs
CU soccer spent its summer around the world improving its game

By Michael Zhong
Columbia Daily Spectator

A number of suprises on the field highlighted 
the second weekend of men’s soccer action around 
the Ivy League.

In unpredictable fashion, Brown (3-0-1) re-
mains undefeated after beating Bryant University 
1-0. The big story so far this year for the Bears has 
been their smothering defense, which has allowed 
just one goal overall.

In its game against Bryant, Brown came up 
with another strong defensive effort, shutting out 
the Bulldogs and allowing only six shots the entire 
game. Meanwhile, Brown received just enough from 
its offense—a goal by freshman Thomas McNamara 
in the 43rd minute—to squeeze out the win.

Cornell (2-1-1) has come a long way since last 
year, having already eclipsed its 2008 program-worst 
record of 1-15-0 with a victory over St. Bonaventure 
2-1 on Sunday. In the first half, the Big Red applied 
strong pressure on the Bonnies’ defense with a 9-4 
advantage in shots. Going into halftime, however, 

the action remained scoreless behind stellar play 
from St. Bonaventure goalkeeper David Flynn—
who had four saves in the half—and an equally un-
penetrable Cornell defense.

Last season, a Cornell-scoreless half was a com-
mon occurrence as the team scored only eight goals 
all year and was shut out in 11 of its 16 games. But 
under the leadership new coach Jaro Zawislan and 
senior Matt Bouraee, Cornell’s offense already has 
shown strides of improvement.

In the second half, after Bonnies’ Fabrizio Sa-
varino scored in the 53rd minute, the Big Red be-
gan to show off its revamped offense. Following a 
scramble after Cornell junior Scott Caldwell’s free 
kick, Big Red sophomore Jimmy Lannon delivered a 
goal in the 57th minute. Twenty-eight minutes later, 
Caldwell sealed the game with a well-placed shot to 
give Cornell its second win of the season.

Princeton is also a team on the rise. Finishing 
with a 5-9-3 record last year, the Tigers are 3-0-
0 in 2009, coming off a resounding 3-0 win over 
23rd-ranked American University. Freshman Matt 
Sanner, sophomore Antoine Hoppenot, and junior 

Josh Walburn all scored in the second half of the 
matchup. The Tigers look to bolster their undefeat-
ed record when they host the Princeton Tournament 
this Friday.

In Hanover, N.H., sixth-ranked Dartmouth took 
on Connecticut and Rhode Island in the 2009 Nike 
Hypertherm Classic. Against the Huskies, the Big 
Green held momentum throughout the game with 
a 17-7 edge in shots, but never capitalized on its op-
portunities en route to a 0-0 tie. 

In round two, Dartmouth came out struggling 
against Rhode Island. Both teams attempted 10 
shots in the game but Rhode Island held a 7-2 
edge in corner kicks. This time around, however, 
Dartmouth was able to execute better and convert 
its opportunities into points. Junior Daniel Keat 
sailed a direct kick from around 19 yards in the 
25th minute and converted a penalty kick 35 min-
utes later. The Big Green’s defense, which hasn’t al-
lowed a goal all season, again shutout its opponent. 
The final score ended 2-0 in Dartmouth’s favor. 

Second week of Ivy League marked by early-season surprises

File photo
Summer of Soccer  |  Mike Mazzullo and several 
teammates spent the summer competing on top squads.

File photo
Preparing for Conference  |  Cornell’s offense has 
already shown signs of improvement this season 
with a 2-1 victory of St. Bonaventure on Sunday.
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IVY LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL PREVIEW

1 of 7

Offense

Jordan Culbreath # 21

Defense

Scott Britton # 43

2008 STATS
Record 5-5 (2-5)

Scoring 18.3 PPG

Scoring Defense  21.4

Total Offense 327.1

Total Defense 330.7

Passing Offense 159.0

Run Offense 168.1

Passing Defense 204.3

Run Defense 126.4

SCHEDULE
Sept. 19 vs. The Citadel

Sept. 26 at Lehigh
Oct. 3 vs. Columbia
Oct. 8 vs. Colgate
Oct. 17 at Brown

Oct. 24 at Harvard
Oct. 31 vs. Cornell

Nov. 7 at Yale
Nov. 14 vs. Penn

Nov. 21 at Dartmouth 

Head Coach

Roger Hughes

With several freshmen 
joining the Tigers 

for the 2009 season, 
Head Coach Roger 

Hughes will look to 
All-Ivy selection Jordan 

Culbreath and All-Ivy 
linebacker Scott Britton 

to balance out the 
young team and lead 
Princeton to victory.

By Victoria jones
Columbia Daily Spectator

After a 4-6 season last year and a fifth-place finish 
in the Ivy standings, the Princeton football squad is 
looking to the upcoming 2009 season as a chance to 
turn around a string of losing seasons and recapture 
the magic of its 2006 championship year. 

While the Tigers have some experienced players 
returning to the field this September, there are criti-
cal gaps and critical positions left to be filled follow-
ing the graduation of the class of 2009. A relatively 
young team—28 percent of its roster is made up of 
freshmen—Princeton has a strong mix of new talent 
and skilled upperclassmen. 

Quarterback Brian Anderson, who graduated 
in the spring, leaves behind an immediate offen-
sive gap. The coaches worked this summer to train 
new potential quarterbacks and selected sophomore 
Tommy Wornham to start off the season. Fellow 
sophomore and close friend Harrison Daniels will 
occupy the second spot. Additionally, sophomore 
Drew Ellis and junior Andrew Dixon could pos-
sibly see playing time this fall. While these players 
may not yet have Anderson’s experience, they will 
be looked upon to provide the team with depth and 
consistency in the coming years.

The new quarterbacks will be lucky to have six 
of last year’s offensive starters returning. At left 
tackle is senior Mark Paski, who has started ev-
ery game since his freshman year, while senior JP 
Makrai lines up opposite him on the right side. At 
center and right guard are fellow seniors Andrew 
Hauser and Marc Daou, respectively.

Senior Jordan Culbreath, unanimously voted an 
All-Ivy selection in 2008, is expected to carry the 
offense again in 2009. Last year, Culbreath led the 
Ancient Eight in rushing with a net 1,206 yards. 
He finished the year with a team-leading 11 rushing 

scores and 131 receiving yards, good for second on 
the team. Culbreath, a serious threat to even strong 
defenses, is expected to build upon his 2008 success 
in the coming season.

Defensively, the Tigers have some rebuilding to 
do with the losses of Pete Buchignani, Tom Meth-
vin,  and Matt Koch. Luckily, the Tigers will hold 
on to All-Ivy linebackers Steven Cody and Scott Brit-
ton, who stripped a Columbia player of the football 
at the end of last season’s matchup to cost the Lions 
the points that could have potentially won the game. 
Combined, the duo had 59 solo tackles and assisted 
in over 160 others making them the Tigers’ two stron-
gest defensive players.

Last year, the Tigers met with tough competition 
within the conference resulting in a 3-4 league record. 
After opening the season with a 24-37 loss against The 
Citadel, the Tigers came home to Princeton Stadium 
where they narrowly edged out Lehigh 10-7 thanks 
to a last-minute field goal from Connor Louden. The 
Tigers then carried their success to Baker Field, where 
they defeated Columbia in a close matchup 27-24. 

Princeton’s 24-27 loss to Colgate the following 
week spurred a three-game losing streak in which they 
fell successively to rivals Brown and Harvard with 
scores of 31-10 and 24-20, respectively.

Next, the Tigers defeated Cornell on the road, 
31-26. A pair of losses to Penn and Yale set the 
stage for the season finale, where Princeton crushed 
Dartmouth, 28-10, in front of a hometown crowd. 
Culbreath led the effort with 276 rushing yards 
and two touchdowns.

While the Tigers definitely have some rebuilding 
to do and some key positions to fill for 2009, a strong 
veteran presence could lead to success on the field. 
Starting off their fall schedule with home-field advan-
tage, Princeton will attempt to take down the Citadel 
on Sept. 19 before opening its Ivy season at home on 
Oct. 3 against Columbia.

Freshmen hope to infuse Princeton 
football with new energy

SEE men’s soccer, page 7

SEE di benedetto, page 7

Photos courtesy of Princeton Athletics
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