
BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The king of Jordan, the presi-
dent of Haiti, and the president of 
Kosovo will speak at Columbia’s 
World Leaders Forum, officials 
announced today. 

They join the presidents 
of Ecuador and the Islamic 
Development Bank Group, 
whose speeches were an-
nounced earlier this week. 
Those three heads of state 
were added to the lineup for 
the University’s annual speak-
er series, along with a panel 
discussion with seven-time 
Tour de France winner Lance 
Armstrong and four doctors 
about non-communicable dis-
eases in developing countries.

A speech from Kamla Persad-
Bissessar, prime minister of 
Trinidad and Tobago, was an-
nounced Monday but canceled 
Wednesday.

The selection of speakers 
has brought Columbia protests 
and media attention in the past, 
particularly with the invitation 

of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
president of Iran, and Meles 
Zenawi, prime minister of 
Ethiopia.

For Adrian Alea, CC ’15, see-
ing Rafael Correa, president 
of Ecuador, speak at Columbia 
will be a source of personal 
controversy.

“I view him as a communist,” 
said Alea, whose family is from 
Ecuador. “I told my mom I was 

going to go see him speak and 
she got pissed.”

This year’s forum already in-
cludes two speakers from the 
Middle East, a region that has 
been underrepresented at the 
World Leaders Forum since 
Ahmadinejad’s speech.

Having spent this summer 
in Jordan, Jonathan Weibel, CC 
’12, said he thought Abdullah 
II bin al-Hussein, the king of 
Jordan, was a very relevant 
choice, considering the re-
cent political instability in the 
Middle East.

“He’s a very influential man 
in Middle Eastern politics and in 
the context of the United States 
and Middle Eastern relations,” 
Weibel said.

Ayah Zakai, BC ’15, said 
she was interested in seeing 
Abdullah speak since his wife, 
Queen Rania, is “a progressive 
leader.”

“I think she definitely holds 
the upper hand in governing,” 
Zakai said, mentioning her 
work on women’s education 
and working with Palestinian 

refugees. “It would be interest-
ing to hear him.”

Though Ahmad Mohammed 
Ali, president of the Islamic 
Development Bank Group, isn’t 
as well-known as other speak-
ers, students from the Muslim 
Student Association said they 
hope he can give a new spin on 
economics in America and the 
Arab world.

“In a time of an overall eco-
nomic crisis worldwide, it’ll 
be interesting to see from an 
Islamic perspective how the 
crisis could be helped,” Maliha 
Tariq, BC ’13 and vice president 
of MSA, said.

Armstrong, with doctors 
Paul Famer, Sanjay Gupta, 
Wafaa El-Sadr, and Lawrence 
Shulman, will speak on Sept. 19. 
Atifete Jahjaga, president of the 
Republic of Kosovo, will speak 
on Sept. 20, Haiti’s president will 
speak on Sept. 22, and Jordan’s 
king on Sept. 23.

Abby Abrams and Kaneisha 
Payton contributed reporting.

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com
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BY MELANIE BRODER
Spectator Staff Writer

When first-years are cam-
paigning for next week’s class 
council elections, they’ll be 
joined by candidates for vacated 
positions on the senior and junior 
councils, following two summer 
resignations.

Mario Rosser, CC ’13, was 
elected president of the class of 
2013 last spring but resigned be-
fore the start of the year, saying he 
wasn’t coming back to Columbia 
for personal reasons. 

“I miss Columbia very much 
right now and I ran for that job 
because I wanted to win,” Rosser 
said, from his home in Ohio. “But 
sometimes things come up in life.”

That has created a com-
petitive special election for ju-
nior class president, with Ryan 
Mandelbaum, Richard Sun, and 
Peter Batesko, all CC ’13, running 
for the seat.

Since Mandelbaum gave up his 
seat as representative in order to 
run for president, that position 
must also be filled. Four candi-
dates are vying for that open seat: 
Alex Jasiulek, Justin Yang, Eugene 
Wu, and Eden Prywes, CC ’13.

The senior class also lost rep-
resentative Hannah Wilentz, CC 
’12. Class council president Sarah 
Chai said that Wilentz resigned 
just before summer began, also 
citing personal reasons.

Elections will begin next 
Monday, September 19, and the 
positions will be filled by next 
Wednesday—the same time that 
the first-year class council will be 
elected. 

The election will feature 
some familiar faces, including 
Mandelbaum and Jasiulek, who 
have served on CCSC the last 
two years.

Jasiulek ran for president last 
year and was not elected, but de-
cided to run for representative 
this year. Mandelbaum did the op-
posite, serving as representative 
last year, but running for president 
in this special election.

Jasiulek said he is happy to 
“take a step back” from council 
responsibilities while staying in-
volved as a representative. 

“I sort of felt like after working 
so hard, having lost last year made 
me realize that, well, it’s hard to 
communicate to people, it’s hard 
to engage with people about what 
CCSC does,” he said. 

Mandelbaum, who had to re-
sign from his post as representa-
tive in order to run for president, 
thinks it’s time for him to move on 
from his supporting role. 

“When I found out there was 
a vacancy, I realized that any 
candidate who would be running 

for president would not have had 
any student council experience,” 
he said. “Since I’ve been on stu-
dent council since my freshman 
year, I kind of felt like it was my 
duty to run for president, espe-
cially because I really love the 
class of 2013.”

He almost campaigned for 
president last spring, but changed 
his mind at the last minute, wor-
ried he would not be able to han-
dle the added responsibility. He 
regretted that decision, and said 
that the unusual turn of events 
seemed like a second chance. 

“It really is time for me to step 
up,” he said. “We’re more than 
halfway through our college ca-
reers, and it’s a little late to be 
learning the ropes,” Mandelbaum 
said, though he called the other 
two candidates “really great guys.”

Students had mixed reactions 
to the resignations, with many 
doubting that a class council could 
integrate a new president without 
changing its goals as well.

“Naturally it’s going to cause a 
change in the dynamic and take 
a lot of the focus away from solv-
ing issues and put it onto getting a 
new person elected,” said Raquel 
Rodriguez, CC ’13. “The focus 
will come away from solving is-
sues and be on getting everyone 
on the same page.”

Claire Duvallet, SEAS ’13, 
agreed with Rodriguez. “If the 
party had good chemistry, it’s a 
bummer to have to bring some-
one else in.”

But Chai said that she and the 
other senior class representatives 
are ready to move forward.

“Whoever joins will be join-
ing because they will be wanting 
to serve the senior class,” Chai 
said. “We honestly want to make 
this the best year for seniors—we 
want to make sure that when the 
seniors leave Columbia they re-
member all these events we have 
and feel like they were part of a 
bigger thing here,” Chai added.

Isadora Cerullo, CC ’13, felt un-
easy because she voted for Rosser 
in the spring. She knew him per-
sonally and said she found him to 
be a reliable candidate.

“He just seemed like he knew 
what he wanted to do with the 
college and had a plan for us,” 
Cerullo said.

But like many other students, 
Cerullo felt that the council would 
be able to bounce back quickly 
from his resignation.

“I think the Student Council as 
a whole can still have a plan for 
the class,” she said. “We will just 
have a new face for it.”

Abby Abrams and Margaret 
Mattes contributed reporting.

melanie.broder
@columbiaspectator.com

BY KATIE BENTIVOGLIO
Spectator Staff Writer

Though some griped about 
higher Con Edison bills, tenants 
of one Manhattanville residen-
tial building were pleased with 
their cool summer, thanks to 
complimentary air conditioners.

A 35-story building, 3333 
Broadway looms high at 133rd 
Street, with many residents’ 
windows facing directly over 
Columbia’s main construction 
site in Manhattanville. Last 
spring, Columbia offered to pro-
vide and install free air condi-
tioners to 3333’s residents with 
apartments facing the construc-
tion so that they could keep their 
windows closed during hot sum-
mer months. 

As the summer comes to an 
end, residents who did receive 

the air conditioners said it made 
a difference.

“I think it’s a nice gesture,” 
said Rachel Henderson, who 
has lived in 3333 for about two 
years. “Construction happens all 
the time in the city.”

Fellow resident Imy Berry 
agreed. “Air conditioning units 
are expensive,” she added, not-
ing that the four air condition-
ing units that she received now 
belong to her personally, as op-
posed to the apartment itself. “It 
seemed like a fair balance.”

So did Gina Calhoun, a 3333 
resident of 20 years.  “I couldn’t 
afford it myself personally, and 
my daughter is an asthmatic,” 
Calhoun said, noting that she 
didn’t have air conditioning be-
fore. “She needed it in her room.”

When the University first 
announced its plans, officials 

faced skepticism from some 
residents, who criticized the 
effects of construction on the 
neighborhood and asked why 
air conditioning units were not 
available to everyone. 

“They’re not doing it in 
good faith,” Alicia Barksdale, 
president of the 3333 Tenants’ 
Association, said recently, noting 
concerns about increased dust 
from the construction site. 

But University Facilities 
spokesperson Dan Held empha-
sized that the air conditioners 
had nothing to do with dust, 
calling them “a noise mitiga-
tion measure” in a statement. 
The air conditioning units 
were installed by the building’s 
management company, Urban 
American, which said it had in-
stalled 1,100 to 1,200 air condi-
tioning units. 

“The installation measure 
was largely a success,” Urban 
American spokesperson Joshua 
Eisenberg said.

But there was no escaping 
that cooler temperatures meant 
higher bills.

“It went from about $70 
to about $300 and change,” 
Calhoun said of her electric bill. 

Fellow resident Benny 
Almcar said his electric bill 
jumped from $70 to about 
$200.

“The electric went too high, 
and I don’t even use it that 
much,” he said.

“I saw lot of people who 
stopped using them because 
their bills went so high,” 
Calhoun said. “A lot of people 
just couldn’t afford it.”

katie.bentivoglio
@columbiaspectator.com

Resignations spark 
council competition
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COOL DOWN  |  Thousands of 3333 residents who face Colum-
bia’s construction site got free air conditioning units this summer.

EMPIRE STATE OF MIND
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HOMECOMING  |  After a long trip out West, the men’s soccer team returns home to face crosstown rival Fordham. See back page.

Now the joint director for the Arts 
Initiative and Miller Theatre, Melissa 
Smey talks about Passport to NY and 
new projects on her plate. 

Smey outlines initia-
tive for the arts

A boxing club owner is threatened 
on championship night in this film, 
presented by the French department.

East Gallery, Buell Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Columbia volleyball player Charlee 
Gyroff learns how to adapt to life in 
the Ivy League affter transferring 
from University of Utah.

Manhattan welcomes 
volleyball rookie 

WEATHERA&E, PAGE 3 OPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, PAGE 8 EVENTS

Today

74°/ 48°

Tomorrow

67°/ 50°

Residents thankful for free A/C after hot summer

Leaders of Haiti, Jordan, Kosovo to speak at Forum

‘Dans les cordes’

Three juniors running for class 
president, four for representative 

Jessica Geiger reprimands Congress 
for cutting federal aid for tuition.

Pell Grants

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj urges a 
revision of Columbia’s approach to 
diversity. 

Achieving diversity

“It’ll be interesting 
to see from an 
Islamic perspective 
how the crisis could 
be helped.”

— Maliha Tariq, 
BC ’13 and vice president 

of the Muslim Sudents 
Association



BY ALISON HERMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Food lovers, bargain hunters, and 
technology buffs might all find some-
thing to appreciate in Vidappe, a free 
smartphone app that 
recently debuted a part-
nership with CUArts. 
Columbians with 
iPhones or Androids 
can now use Vidappe to inform them 
of nearby student discounts at the 30 
eateries in Morningside Heights that 
participate in CUArts’ CUlinary Arts 
program.

Vidappe began as the side project of 
Cornell alumna Star Li. After graduating 
in 2010, Li began working for American 
Express and developed Vidappe in her 
free time. 

“Vidappe was one of those projects 
that grew from being worked on during 
the nights and weekends to a project 
that demanded total time and energy,” 
Li said. “Never again will anyone lose 
out on discounts they could have uti-
lized, because Vidappe will always be 
there to remind them to save.” Li now 
manages Vidappe full-time.

Since its inception, the app has add-
ed 170 discount programs, 80 of which 
are hosted at colleges and universities. 
Li said that thanks to the CUlinary Arts 
collaboration, students at Columbia 
“have an incentive to go out into the 
city and explore and save.”

To start saving, smartphone owners 
can find Vidappe on either the Apple 
App Store or Android Market. After 
downloading the app, new users can 
subscribe to CUlinary Arts reminders 
by looking up the New York area dis-
counts under “My Programs.” 

Using phones’ GPS, Vidappe sends 
alerts to students’ smartphones in real 
time as they approach participating res-
taurants. A walk down Broadway reveals 
that Il Cibreo (2888 Broadway, between 
112th and 113th streets) offers a brunch 
entrée and beverage for $10 on week-
ends and that Columbians get 15 per-
cent off their final bill at Mama Mexico 
(2672 Broadway, at 102nd Street). On 
Amsterdam, a Columbia ID allows 10 
percent off a meal at Café Frida (768 
Amsterdam Ave., between 97th and 98th 
streets). Users can also select a “Near 
Me” menu for a complete list of deals 
closest to their current location.

In addition to CUlinary Arts, 
Vidappe has several other programs to 
help students save in the New York City 
area. The College Discounts program 
keeps users up-to-date on deals for stu-
dents at stores like Club Monaco and 
J. Crew, and members of organizations 
such as the Whitney Museum and the 
Brooklyn Public Library have access to 
exclusive savings.

Whichever parts of it students 
choose to take advantage of, Vidappe 
can make it easier for them to keep track 
of local discounts. 

Cornell grad’s app guides Columbia students to local restaurant savings
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Mysore practitioners must be able 
to work through sequences on their 
own. This can take only a couple of 
months to work up to. Yogis arrive and 
leave anytime throughout a multiple-
hour window, while Land adjusts peo-
ple and gives prompts for forgotten 
poses.

In college, Land studied theater, 
which awakened in her a sensitivity to 
breath. “I really enjoyed … how it relates 
to connecting with your emotions.” For 
her, yoga became a release of the daily 
buildup of feelings in the body. Land felt 
at home with Ashtanga from her first 
class at a studio in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

After returning from a year spent 
between India and Rwanda, where 

she taught yoga to genocide survivors, 
Land found herself drawn to Harlem. 
“I started noticing, specifically on 

Frederick Douglass Boulevard, a lot 
of development,” Land said. “I just 
thought to myself … if I want to live 
in New York and I want to do this yoga 
thing, have my own studio, this is my 
one chance to do it.” So she did.

Land had carved the airy store-
front space, originally an office, into 
an entryway, a room used for body-
work and skin care, the studio, and 
a locker room. The soft green prac-
tice room color was chosen according 
to Vastu Vidya, the Indian version of 
feng shui. The blue front room was 
inspired by Land’s sari, which she has 
turned into pillow cushions for the 
welcome bench.

Though her current clientele 
consists mostly of moms and neigh-
bors to the studio, Land also has a 

couple of male Columbia student 
regulars. One is Omar Haroun, Law/
Business ’12, who co-created an app 
called Sportaneous, through which 
Columbia students can register for 
reduced-price Led classes through 
September. “It’s all about checking 
in—it alerts you that your friend’s go-
ing to a class and why don’t you go,” 
Land said of the app. She particular-
ly encourages men to try Ashtanga 
because it uses a lot of upper-body 
strength, especially in repetitions of 
the yoga push-up, chaturanga.

Land insists that yoga improves 
all aspects of the body: muscle tone, 
digestion, nerves, heart rate, lung ca-
pacity, balance. “Everything,” she says. 
“That’s why the word ‘yoga’ means 
‘union.’”

“The only way to teach 
this style [Ashtanga 
Yoga] officially, 
legitimately, is to study 
minimum four trips to 
India. ”

—Lara Land, proprietor/

instructor

Ashtanga-trained yogi Lara Land opens studio on Frederick Douglass Blvd.

YOGA from page 3

ILLUSTRATION BY MARIA CASTEX



BY LEERON HOORY
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Rirkrit Tiravanija, a professor of visual arts at 
Columbia, is redefining the map. For the last three 
years, Tiravanija has worked on the print series 
“Untitled 2008-2011 (the map of the 
land of feeling) I-III,” now on display at 
Carolina Nitsch Project Room (534 W. 
22nd St., between Tenth and Eleventh 
avenues) until Oct. 22.

The project represents Tiravanija’s life from 
1988 to 2008 and consists of three scrolls, each 
three feet high and altogether 84 feet long. Each 
section contains a print reproduction of a differ-
ent passport he has owned in the past 20 years, 
and subsequently illustrates a different section 
of his life. This is Tiravanija’s first print exhibit, 
and in it, the artist combines screen prints, off-
set lithography, and inkjet print reproductions.

Tiravanija created the scrolls between 2009 
and 2011 at Columbia’s LeRoy Neiman Center 
for Print Studies. At least 40 Columbia students, 
overseen by Tomas Vu-Daniel, worked on the 
project. The collaborative effort echoes the art-
ist’s emphasis on people coming together for an 
experience.

Tiravanija was born in Buenos Aires in 1963 
to Thai parents and was raised in Argentina, 

Thailand, Ethiopia, and Canada. The scrolls in-
clude mazes, time zones, and city maps from the 
different cultures he has experienced. 

The pieces also show two of his major influ-
ences: Marcel Duchamp’s “Fountain” piece and 
Marcel Broodthaers’ appropriation of objects, 
like mussels in cooking pots, in his work.

The intricacy of Tiravanija’s prints is remark-
able. The passports show his travels at specific 
dates in time, and he includes diary excerpts 
and maps that correspond to these places. 
Underneath the Canada stamp, he has written 
his thoughts on crossing the border. Bureaucracy 
becomes a fascinating lens for the inner com-
plexities of Tiravanija’s personal life.

Tiravanija is best known for his works that 
blend life and art by bringing everyday acts, such 
as serving and eating food, into the exhibition 
space. Recipes he has used in the past for such 
pieces are included in this exhibit. Tiravanija in-
fuses new meaning into these everyday materials 
and redefines documents, like a passport, which 
often come to define how people see themselves.

Surprisingly visceral for a conceptual artist, 
this exhibition sheds new light on Tiravanija 
as an artist and as a person. The complexity of 
human interaction, which has always been cen-
tral to Tiravanija’s work, is mirrored here in the 
complexity of the individual himself.

Professor Rirkrit Tiravanija fills scrolls 
with collage of life in new exhibition

RACHEL TURNER FOR SPECTATOR

STUDIO TIME  |  Ashtanga-trained instructor Lara Land opened her first studio, Land Yoga (2116 Frederick Douglass Blvd., between 114th and 115th streets), a few streets from campus over the summer. 

BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia IDs are more than just building ac-
cess cards and magic wielders of Flex dollars—
they are every student’s Passport to New York, 
assuming a current term 
sticker is on the front.

This is thanks to the 
Arts Initiative, of which 
Melissa Smey became ex-
ecutive director, in addi-
tion to being director of Miller Theatre, on July 
1. Still settling into her joint role, Smey talked 
strategy for maintaining and adding to the roster 
of 34 museums that students have free access to 
through the Passport to New York—and mourned 
the loss of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum 
to that list effective Sept. 1, 2011.

“It’s a program where they’re comping free 
admission to every Columbia student who shows 
up with their CUID,” Smey said. “It’s not free to 
the museums to do that. It wasn’t sustainable for 
them [the Guggenheim] anymore, unfortunately.”

Smey continued to encourage students to go 
to the museum, though. “They still have student 
prices,” she said. “They still have pay-what-you-
like on Friday evenings. It’s still one of the city’s 
greatest museums.” And though the Guggenheim 
is a notable loss, Smey said the Museum of the 
Moving Image and the Museum of Arts and 
Design both recently joined the Passport pro-
gram in June and January 2011, respectively.

The cost to the museums to join the Passport 
raises the question of why any bother to join. 
“It’s an investment in the future and in building 
audiences for the future,” Smey said. This is a 
concept that she’s had plenty of experience with 
at Miller in her two years as its director.

“Audience development is the most impor-
tant aspect of what you do,” Smey said, “The 
work backstage could be the finest there is, and 
if you don’t have an audience for it, it’s not go-
ing anywhere.”

University President Lee Bollinger and School 
of the Arts Dean Carol Becker had been look-
ing to fill the head Arts Initiative position since 
former director Gregory Mosher stepped down 
last September. “I’m very glad that it went the 
way that it did,” Smey said. “Both the organiza-
tions have really complementary missions.” She 
went on to explain that while Miller attracts au-
diences from across the city and acts from across 
the world to campus, the Arts Initiative sends 
students out into New York. Both institutions 
work to tighten the ties between city and campus.

In this first term wearing her new hat, Smey 
plans to spend a lot of time listening to what 
channels into the city students want opened. 
“We’re going to be convening some focus groups 

and listening, really listening to what people 
want,” Smey said. “If there was some amazing 
museum that wasn’t on the list, and enough stu-
dents had enough interest … we’d call them up 
and say ‘Hey, would you like to participate?’”

While she may not have Mosher’s extensive 
museum and art-world connections—Mosher had 
been with the Arts Initiative since Bollinger start-
ed the program in 2004—Smey plans to leverage 
her own contacts made through Miller in new 
ways. Smey pointed out that the Arts Initiative 
sends student groups to the Metropolitan Opera 
and Carnegie Hall, then said, “Wouldn’t it be 
great if we could leverage some of my connec-
tions with the heads of those organizations to 
bring things to campus?” One example would 
be to get Michael Tilson Thomas from Carnegie 
Hall’s March 2012 concert series “American 
Mavericks” to come give an exclusive talk for 
undergraduates.

Joining two such important on-campus posi-
tions is a large consolidation of power, but Smey 
said, “This is not a Melissa Smey initiative—it’s 
a campus arts initiative.”

As for that Passport, Smey said with a chuckle, 
“Every Columbia student should be going to a 
museum once a week”—though it’s doubtful any 
museums will be seeing this busy director able to 
walk through their door any time soon.

Passport to New York loses 
Guggenheim, gains a new head

COURTESY OF EILEEN BARROSO

ARTS INITIATIVE  |  Melissa Smey was 
appointed head of the Arts Initiative on July 1.

LEERON HOORY FOR SPECTATOR

ART TRIP  |  Snapshots of Tiravanija’s passport run through the center of this close-up of one of the 
three scrolls in his current exhibit, “Untitled 2008-2011 (the map of the land of feeling) I-III.” 
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BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Stretch summer into fall the literal way—on a 
yoga mat. Morningside Heights is hardly a mec-
ca for yoga studios, but on June 
16, Land Yoga (2116 Frederick 
Douglass Blvd., between 114th 
and 115th streets) brought 
Ashtanga Yoga to the area.

Proprietor and primary instructor Lara Land, 
who calls herself “very collaborative,” organizes 
a lot of workshops and events, including free 
yoga at Morningside Park on Saturdays at 4 p.m. 
and a workshop on Sept. 25 with senior yogi 
Christopher Hildebrandt at the studio.

Ashtanga Yoga was created by guru Shri K. 
Pattabhi Jois. It is similar to a vinyasa flow but 
includes more deep stretching and strength-
building poses. “The only way to teach this style 

officially, legitimately, is to study [on] minimum 
four trips to India,” said Land, who received a 
blessing from the guru himself. “So you have to 
be highly trained from the source.” 

The two central classes at Land Yoga are Led 
Ashtanga, during which Land directs the flow, 
and Mysore Ashtanga, which is self-directed. 
Class sizes are small. Single Led classes are $18 
or 10 for $120.

There is one Led Ashtanga Beginners class 

a week on Saturdays from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. 
Regular Led classes are appropriate for those 
familiar with basic yoga poses. Land doesn’t 
demonstrate but talks participants through and 
adjusts them in the positions. The class moves 
at a clipping pace, but the poses are repetitive, 
especially the Sun Salutation series that start 
the practice.

Yoga enthusiasts can unroll their mats close to campus at recently opened Land Yoga
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	 	 BY DAVID FINE

Anyone accepting CIRCA’s invitation to sit down for 
an intimate dinner with Mahmoud Ahmadinejad next 
week should take a look at a photo taken at a public 
square in Iran and distributed by the Associated Press 
on July 23, 2005. The image depicts two blindfolded 
boys, around 16 years of age, with nooses being affixed 
to their necks moments before they were publicly 
hanged by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s regime because 
they were accused of “raping boys,” or, as we call it, 
being gay. I recall this photo not because it shocks, 
though it does, or because it will tell you anything new 
about the man who approved those hangings—it won’t. 
I bring it up because the moral burden of our Columbia 
education and human dignity requires us to examine 
whether it is right for us to sit down to dinner with a 
man who facilitates, even encourages, such executions.

In the first 45 days of 2011, 86 people, many of 
whom were political dissenters against Ahmadinejad’s 
regime, were officially executed by the government of 
Iran. The torrent of executions comes as the human 
rights situation in Iran continues its deterioration at 
a rapid clip. Public opposition leaders have been put 
under house arrest, while others have been taken off 
streets and locked in infamous prisons to await brutal 
torture, uncertain fates, and often the noose. This is a 
direct result of Ahmadinejad and his regime’s oppres-
sive policies.

In the wake of all of this, if you are planning to at-
tend this dinner, you should ask yourself one question 
and try to answer yourself with sincerity: What will 
this dinner accomplish? 

Possible further questions you should ask yourself: 
Am I a writer who can report on it? Am I a diplomat or 
politician who can press Ahmadinejad for reform? Am 
I in a position to sway the Iranian president from any 
of his many baleful beliefs? The answer to these ques-
tions must be no. Dinner is off the record, and as to the 
other two, well, come on.

What will this dinner accomplish? Nothing, except a 
sating of the human urge to be in the presence of great-
ness, no matter how unbridled or pernicious. Hearts will 
beat faster as those involved witness the man—who, with 
the lift of a finger, can perpetrate a brutal crackdown on 
his own people as he did in 2009—sitting a few feet away, 
in flesh and blood, eating the same food they are. It fits 
that a representative from CIRCA told the Spectator that 
those involved are “thrilled to have this opportunity.”

No “thrill” is worth the sacrifice of moral dignity 
required to sit down with the same man who publicly 
killed those boys for being gay and who continues to 
visit upon his people humanly repugnant actions. If the 
only purpose of eating with Ahmadinejad is to be in the 
presence of him and his power, then those who do so 
will have made that moral sacrifice. Since no public re-
port can be made, nor Ahmadinejad’s opinions changed, 
this intimate dinner is, at best, the moral equivalent of 
sitting down with Jeffrey Dahmer or Charles Manson 
just for the “thrill.” At worst, it is a small, but useful, 
affirmation for Ahmadinejad that his thoughts deserve 
to be heard by the best and brightest that American 
universities can offer. Every single Columbia student’s 
time and dignity is worth more than that. As human 
beings and educated students, we are obligated to refuse 
Ahmadinejad the grace and legitimacy of our presence. 

What will this dinner accomplish? In the end, after 
you dwell on that simple question, the only viable an-
swer is to just say no to dinner with the murderer, the 
tyrant, the terror of Tehran.

The author is a Columbia College junior majoring 
in history. He is editor in chief of The Current. This 

piece contains only his own personal views and does not 
reflect those of The Current. 

Rep. Jim Moran (D-VA) is a co-spon-
sor of a bill to create a National 

Museum of the American People. 
Moran has rightly pointed out that the 
proliferation of ethnicity-specific muse-
ums in Washington, D.C., each designed 
to cater to a particular subset of the 
American melting pot, is unsustain-
able. Although I have always fancied 
the idea of a museum of “hyphenated” 
Iranian-American history—one that has 
a Belgian café annex and an Azeri-Turk 
caviar bar—I can see the impracticality 
of trying to build a museum to honor 
each ethnicity with a stake in American history. But beyond 
the pragmatics, Moran’s bill holds a broader significance 
in that it reflects a challenge facing all institutions with a 
stated obligation to foster and celebrate diversity.

Undoubtedly, diversity is vital to the educational 
aims of our learning community. University President 
Lee Bollinger, eloquently quoted on the “Diversity at 
Columbia” page on Columbia’s website, says that “when 
we learn to see the world through a multiplicity of eyes, 
we only make ourselves more nimble in mastering—and 
integrating—the diverse fields of knowledge awaiting us.” 
This is an important mission for an institution that has 
only recently come to embrace access and equity fully. And 
yet diversity is an incredibly difficult idea to communicate, 
let alone instill as an institutional quality. In order to make 
diversity a more manageable and communicable con-
cept, we tend to look at it in fragments, to break it down 
into a series of piecemeal labels that aggregate to form 
identity. On both an individual and institutional level, we 
begin to self-identify by adopting an ever-growing series 
of labels. We identify individuals and groups by nation-
ality, ethnicity, sex, gender, orientation, socioeconomic 
status, and whether we were the bullies or the bullied, the 
nerds or the jocks, the art kids or the science whizzes, the 
Democrats or the Republicans, the extroverts or the her-
mits. The list of labels is unending and yet never sufficient. 
We are all more than the sum of our parts.

There is a widely used diversity exercise that is a good 
illustration of this, one that most of us have partaken in 
during NSOP. Students are gathered into a small circle as 
a moderator reads descriptions of various identities aloud. 
When someone feels that the description matches her expe-
rience, she steps into the circle. The identities get progres-
sively more revealing, and toward the end of the exercise, 
each time an individual steps into the circle, it feels like a 
moment of admission. Such exercises are problematic for 
two reasons. First, while they attempt to erase preconcep-
tions that individuals may hold about others, they do the 
opposite. When the circle is formed,  preconceptions are 
generally limited to the superficial. When the exercise 
is over, each person has adopted a series of labels, but in 
an environment that doesn’t communicate nuance and 
rarely engenders durable and meaningful trust. Moreover, 
while such exercises do well to show that our community 

comprises many different kinds of people, they ignore the 
fact that our similarities are far more important, especially 
as our identities shift and evolve while we’re students.

What makes Columbia a powerful place is not its diver-
sity, but that the student body and faculty are so uniformly 
composed of intelligent, ambitious, and dedicated indi-
viduals who have chosen to pursue aims of higher educa-
tion with a particularly robust commitment. For all intents 
and purposes, most American universities are as diverse as 
Columbia. Something else sets us apart, and it is that qual-
ity that should be celebrated. That we are black or white, 
Christian or Muslim, gay or straight is ultimately incidental: 
Uniformity trumps diversity. What is far more significant is 
that we all share the capacity to cross boundaries of identity 
by exploring the world intellectually, spiritually, and experi-
entially. Here is an instance of profound sameness.

Therefore, the most powerful statement for the 
University to make on the subject of diversity would be 
to cease the artificial discussion of diversity completely. 
Diversity ought to be something that is tacitly understood 
and appreciated, a quality inherent to a viable community. 
Perhaps, then, the idea of building a National Museum of 
the American People is instructive. The “American People” 
are an amalgam to the same degree that the Columbia 
community is an amalgam. Let us move beyond celebrat-
ing the black Columbia student, the Muslim Columbia 
student, and the gay Columbia student separately. Instead, 
let us holistically celebrate the Columbia student as the 
possibility of all of these facets and more. The University 
should certainly retain the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
and other diversity resources, but the tone of our discus-
sions on diversity ought to evolve in order to capture new 
realities about how people identify themselves and others. 
This requires an institutional expectation of diversity that 
is not post-racial so much as it is an advancement from 
the limitations of patronizing and pluralistic “awareness” 
and constructed “dialogue.” At a 21st-century university in 
one of the world’s most multicultural cities, it is perplex-
ing why we welcome new members into our community 
by recognizing that they are of a different race, ethnicity, 
or culture and then talk about why that is a good thing. At 
this level, our current attempts to institutionalize diversity 
are largely self-defeating.

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj is a Columbia College sophomore. 
He is a member of the rugby team. Institution Rules runs 

alternate Thursdays.
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One of the major challenges fac-
ing college students at under-

graduate, graduate, and professional 
levels is the funding of their edu-
cation. Some students receive aid 
from their parents, others from their 
college or university, and still others 
from the government in the form of 
grants or subsidized loans. For in-
stance, half of all Columbia students 
receive University grants. (Columbia 
doesn’t expect its undergraduate 
students to take out loans.) However, 
following the legislation President Barack Obama signed 
into law after the craziness that was the 2011 debt crisis, 
one of these channels of aid will essentially be wiped off 
the table: government assistance.

On Aug. 2, President Obama signed the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 into law. Unfortunately, one of the 
measures this law takes in order to save the government 
money reduces student financial assistance. An email 
sent out by the executive director of University financial 
aid to Columbia students on Aug. 5 stated that “while un-
dergraduate Pell Grants are continued through 2013, the 
new law includes the elimination of subsidized federal 
loans for graduate students, as well as the elimination of 
incentives for repaying loans on time for all students.” 

While these effects won’t be implemented until July 
2012, we have reason to worry now. Undergraduate 
financial concerns principally center on the Pell Grant 
program, which only has funding through 2013. With 
18.7 percent of Columbia undergraduates receiving such 
grants, we cannot help worrying how approximately 
1,000 of Columbia’s neediest students will replace up 
to $5,500 in their tuition, which could disappear in two 
years. We must face the distinct possibility that such stu-
dents may not even be able to afford a Columbia educa-
tion if these grants are eliminated. 

Columbia graduate students face other financial woes. 

In the past, grad students could take out subsidized loans 
from the government that would remain interest-free 
until six months after graduation. Grad students now, 
however, will begin loan repayments immediately upon 
graduation, and the government will no longer cover 
interest during the years a student spends in school. This 
is a concern not only for current Columbia graduate stu-
dents but also Columbia undergraduates, 30 percent of 
whom reported going on to graduate studies in 2010.

Lastly, for all students with loans, the incentive sys-
tem—which once rewarded those who made payments 
on time for 12 months in a row by reimbursing a por-
tion of their initial loan fees—will now be abolished. 
Essentially, this means that students will be paying off 
more debt.

Not only is each student’s present and future finan-
cial health at risk, but this move by our federal govern-
ment also demonstrates in actions—if not in words—
that education is not the priority it is purported to be. 
On July 18, President Obama claimed that “a world-
class education is the single most important factor in 
determining not just whether our kids can compete for 
the best jobs, but whether America can out-compete 
countries around the world.” 

Obviously President Obama, a Columbia alumnus, un-
derstands the value of a college education and would like 

to help students fund their educations. But regardless of 
the president’s desires and the government’s intentions, 
Washington is not following through in actuality.

It’s no secret that these changes to education fund-
ing are unfortunate martyrs of a debt-ceiling crisis that 
came down to the last strand of the last wire on Aug. 1. At 
that point, Republicans and Democrats in both houses of 
Congress finally came together to sign a deal into law to 
prevent an American default on debts and to prevent a 
downgrade in our debt rating (which would nonetheless 
come to pass).

The House and Senate came together in a last-ditch 
effort to sign a deal that would lower spending by hurt-
ing students, ignoring prior deals that would have raised 
taxes on the wealthiest Americans and corporations, 
eliminated tax breaks for the same entities, and lowered 
income taxes for the lower and middle classes. The fact 
that this decision came down to the wire is inexcusable, 
but the fact that students were the casualties of this mas-
sive irresponsibility is absolutely despicable. 

It doesn’t take Jeffrey Sachs to explain what’s going 
on here: Business executives are getting a better deal 
than Columbia students. Military expenses are skyrock-
eting, federal pork spending remains uncontrolled—and 
Columbia graduates are facing slim job pickings because 
fewer employers can afford to hire.

This is unjustifiable. Politicians need to answer sev-
eral questions: “Do you support corporate tax breaks 
over funding students seeking an education to help this 
country remain competitive with China and India? Do 
you support current Washington spending policies and 
executive tax breaks over investing in educating the next 
generation?”

If they answer yes, I’d bet Columbia students will un-
leash the lions.

Jessica Geiger is a Columbia College sophomore. She is an 
associate copy editor for Spectator. State of the Student 

runs alternate Thursdays.
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Iranian president from any of his 
many baleful beliefs?
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a deal that would lower spending by 
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs. I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

MUSIC PROF WANTED
Assess the world shifting masterpiece 
Nuclear Warrior. Will upgrade all mu-
sic schools. Email caljamscott@ya-
hoo.com

 
CAMPUS BRAND REPS WANTED!
Promote leading fashion retailer by 
hosting events on campus, while mak-
ing your own hours! Email SofiaL@
mryouth.com for mor info.

TUTORS
Need P/T tutors who can teach high 
school math and or SAT tests. Salary 
$15-$20/hour. Please call (646) 853-
4602 or (212) 222-2255.
FUNDRAISER—SEEKING Marketing 
Reps adn/or student groups interest-
ed in recruiting area merchants for 
mobile-phone-based local deal site. 
Pay is $10 per registered merchant. 
Marketing materials and training pro-
vided. Send expressions of interest 
to chickman@mobixpay.com with a 
resume and/or detailed information 
about your club or group.

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988. 

SOUNDVIEW ROOM SHARE
Two giant BRs, furnished. Spectacu-
lar city views, co-op security. Imme-
diate $495/mo includes all utils. (347) 
664-6954.
SALE: 1 BR. No board approval. Only 
$239. $630 maint. New upscale renov. 
Spacious, bright, airy. Walk-up. 720 
W 173 St. Call Sandy (917) 407-3236.
BEAUTIFUL 4 BR, 3 full bath luxury 
doorman condo with large corner LR, 
kitch, w/d, roof deck. Hip, happening 
area near subway, buses. 100 W119 
St. Ask $4800. Call Hank Orenstein 
at (646) 596-3005. Email: horentstein 
@rubiconnyc.com. Photos: rubicon-
nyc.com/rentallistings.php.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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LIKE MIKE  |  Mike Mazzullo, a graduate of Fordham Prep, will look to be a top contributor in the subway series match.

Another disappointing loss 
concluded the Columbia field 
hockey team’s four-game road 
swing as the Hofstra Pride defeat-
ed the Lions 4-2 on Wednesday in 
Hempstead, N.Y.

The Light Blue (1-3)  came 
out strong, taking four shots in 
the first five minutes of the match 
and striking first with a goal by 
junior Gabby Kozlowski in the 
21st minute.

But the Pride’s Darrah 
Rachman answered Kozlowski 
with a goal of her own just min-
utes later to keep the game tied 
at the break.

Following suit with its pre-
vious games, Columbia outshot 
and out-cornered its opponent 
in the second half, but the Lions 
failed to capitalize on their op-
portunities, said Coach Marybeth 
Freeman.

Hofstra, on the other hand, 
took advantage of its chances in 

front of the net and snuck three 
shots past junior goalie Christie 
O’Hara during the second half.

The Light Blue had no answer 
to Hofstra’s offensive attacks 
and the Pride defense was just as 
strong, only giving up a second 
goal in the last minutes of the 
match to senior Carson Christus.

Despite the defeat, Freeman 
touted the adjustments the Lions 
made to their game mentality and 
preparation following their 4-0 
loss to Monmouth on Sunday.

“Though we lost this game, I 
am pleased with the level of com-
petition and the intensity of play 
we sustained over the course of 
the game,” Freeman said.

Columbia will look to con-
tinue improving when it takes 
on Brown at 1 p.m. Saturday 
for the first home game of the 
year and the start of Ivy League 
competition.

—Steven Lau

FIELD HOCKEY

Light Blue falls to Hofstra in defensive duel

you will become avid fans of these 
sports, but next time you make a wise-
crack about the athletics program, 
keep in mind that many of the teams 
are actually top-notch. We, the stu-
dents (and presumed Lions fans), are 
largely to blame for negative rhetoric 
regarding the athletics program and 
Ivy sports. That is why I, as one of the 
few privileged to publish regularly on 
Columbia sports, wish to change my 
attitude towards them. Now it’s your 
turn. So go to a game, download the 
Lions iPhone app, and maybe even 
peruse the sports section. It’s about 
time we all gave Columbia sports a 
fair chance.

Michael Shapiro is a List College senior 
majoring in history and modern Jewish 

studies. 

Columbia critic 
sheds new light 
on sports view

certain—she would like to play in an over-
seas league after graduation.

“I honestly don’t know what’s hap-
pening tomorrow,” Dyroff said. “I’m just 
taking it day by day. But I want to play 
overseas somewhere. That’s my dream. 
My major can change tomorrow, but my 
dream isn’t going to change.”

Both Dyroff’s academic and athletic 
careers are constantly moving forward 
with strength and dynamism. Just as 
brilliant as she is on the court, she struts 
through her life on this new campus with 
a cheery gait.

“I have really high expectations for my 
career at Columbia because I believe it’s 
limitless,” Dyroff said. “The expectation 
for myself is to keep progressing, keep 
moving. My biggest goal is to give it all I’ve 
got. At the end of my three more years, I’d 
like to have a great journey.”

SHAPIRO from page 8

DyroΩ finds her 
niche in playing 
libero

DYROFF from page 8

games to give the Lions the wins. 
“We’ve been putting in solid per-

formances this year so far and that’s 
something we’re going to be looking 
to continue to do,” Anderson said.

The Rams (2-2-0) go into the fix-
ture on the back of two straight de-
feats, as they lost 1-0 at Creighton, 
who was ranked third nationally 
this week, before being beaten 3-1 at 
Drake. Prior to the defeats, Fordham 
edged Lehigh and Hartford, both 1-0. 
The Rams have work to do offensively, 
as they have only scored three goals 
in their four fixtures this year, while 
conceding four. 

In the corresponding match last 
season, the Rams edged the Lions 2-1 
in the Bronx. Now-junior Doug Hanly 
and now-senior Tim Richardson got 
the goals for Fordham, while Bayo 
Adafin, CC ’10, scored a late consola-
tion goal for the Light Blue. 

The match kicks off at Columbia 
Soccer Stadium tonight at 7 p.m. 

CU to host 
Fordham in in-
state matchup

FILE PHOTO

BOUNCING BACK  |  Center back Ronnie Shaban, a Spectator sports colum-
nist, will aim to keep the Rams from finding the back of the net.

SOCCER from page 8
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Damn, it’s good to 
be back. It’s good 

to see my friends, 
shop at Morton 
Williams, and start 
my last year of col-
lege. Hell, it’s even 
good to be writing 
my biweekly column 
again. If you’ve read 
Turn Up the Mike 
with any sort of reg-
ularity (bless your 
soul), then you may have gleaned a few 
things about my take on Ivy League 
sports, and sports in general for that 
matter. You probably know that I’m 
a die-hard Chicago sports fan (minus 
that one baseball team that plays at 
Wrigley Field). You may know that I’m 
not particularly fond of archery, but 
that I have a strong affinity for base-
ball. You may also know that, when it 
comes to Columbia athletics, I’m what 
you might call a pessimist. New Year’s 
is too far away to make any real resolu-
tions for the upcoming year, but I in-
tend to challenge my pessimism in my 
upcoming columns. Not for you, or my 
editors, but for myself. Let’s see if I can 
put a positive spin on what tends to be 
a not-so-positive sports school. Oops, 
there I go already…

Like many of you, I grew up feeding 
on sports. Baseball, basketball, football, 
croquet, ultimate frisbee, that bizarre 
obstacle course show on Spike TV. 
OK, so that last one might not count. 
The point is that I would watch, and 
sometimes partake in, any activity in 
which there was a winner and a loser. 
My obsession grew over time, and soon 
I knew what time of year it was based 
on what sport was in season.

I always dreamed of going to a 
college with nationally competitive 
sports teams, where athletes are mini-
celebrities and the teams are occa-
sionally featured on ESPN. But instead 
I came to Columbia, a school big on 
academics and not as big on athlet-
ics. Most of my friends thought I was 
crazy when I joined the Spec sports 
staff way back in the fall of 2008. 
The usual response ranged anywhere 
from “You’re wasting your time” to 
“We have sports teams!?” The general 
apathy toward Columbia athletics is 
difficult to avoid, but being the naïve 
sportsaholic freshman that I was, I 
was determined to see for myself if 
the teams were as bad as everyone 
made them seem.

To my genuine surprise, I soon 
learned that Columbia is part of an ex-
tremely competitive and diverse divi-
sion—the Ivy League. Despite the ste-
reotype that Ivy League sports are a 
joke, I witnessed first-hand that such 
a notion is far from the truth. What is 
true is that, with eight schools, the Ivy 
League is a relatively small division 
but one with a long-standing history 
full of rich rivalries. I learned that the 
division banned athletic scholarships 
when the presidents of each school 
ratified the Ivy Group Agreement in 
1954. The more sports I covered, the 
more I came to appreciate the teams, 
coaches, and athletes. Unlike colleges 
where sports are prioritized over aca-
demics, Ivy student-athletes maintain 
an difficult balance between school-
work and competing. I have often 
found myself complaining about the 
time it takes to write an article before 
remembering the many hours athletes 
dedicate to practice, competing, and 
staying in shape year-round.

Over the past three years I’ve come 
to understand that fan apathy tends 
to rise and fall with the success or 
failure of the football, basketball, and 
baseball teams. Heads turn when they 
win and look back down into text-
books when they lose. The same does 
not hold true for most other varsity 
sports. If, say, women’s squash is hav-
ing a record-breaking season, you’re 
unlikely to hear about it. Much of the 
reason people think Columbia sports 
as a whole are “bad” is that they are 
ignorant of the teams that aren’t. For 
the most part, Columbia’s most suc-
cessful programs are lesser-known 
teams like fencing, rowing, and ar-
chery. I’m not naïve enough to believe 

BY MIA PARK
Columbia Daily Spectator

In Charlee Dyroff’s closet, she has 
two different sets of volleyball uniforms: 
one for the red Utes and the other for the 
blue Lions.  It seems like 
Dyroff, a transfer soph-
omore libero from the 
University of Utah, has 
just launched another 
journey ahead of her. 

“I committed to 
University of Utah when I was seventeen 
as a junior at high school,” Dyroff said. 
“Between then and freshman year at col-
lege, a lot changed. University of Utah just 
wasn’t a fit for me.”

From Colorado to Utah and then to 
New York City, her life has been moving 
forward at a quick pace—just like the vol-
leyball games she stars in. 

This past weekend, the Light 
Blue travelled to the Art Carmichael 
Invitational hosted by the University 
of Rhode Island, and Dyroff led the 
Columbia defense against the hosts with 
23 digs en route to a thrilling 3-2 victory.  
The Lions were unable to win the games 
that followed, but the transfer record-
ed a mammoth 39 digs against Boston 
College, setting a new single-game re-
cord for the Light Blue. 

Despite her strong winter sports ped-
igree, from a mother who was a NCAA 
women’s skiing champion and a father 
who played semi-professional hockey, 
Dyroff chose to play on the volleyball 
court rather than on the ice. 

“Since fifth grade, I began playing vol-
leyball with friends,” Dyroff said. “Then I 
played for a club. I wanted something to 
make my own. When I was young, I liked 
the team aspect, and now I like how quick 
the games are.”

Dyroff started out as an outside hitter, 
then played as a setter, and ultimately be-
came what she is now—a libero, a position 
to which she feels very much attached. 

“Whenever I tell people what my 

position is, they all ask for its pronuncia-
tion,” Dyroff said. “Many times, they are 
confused what it is and often don’t know 
what my position does at all.”

“I became a libero because everyone 
told me, ‘You are too short for every-
thing’ except for a libero. And now I am 
actually really glad that I’m too short for 
everything.” 

Standing 5’6’’, she has experi-
enced success throughout her illus-
trious career. At Boulder High School 
in Colorado, she earned three varsity 
letters in volleyball and served as the 
team captain during her senior year. 
She also played for the Juggernaut 
Volleyball Club and was the captain for 
five years in a row. She was named the 
team’s most valuable player her senior 
year at Boulder, and she received two 
Defensive Player of the Year awards 
(2008, 2009). At Boulder, Dyroff still 
holds the season record for digs (401). 
At the University of Utah, she played in 
all 31 matches, finishing off the season 
with 183 digs and 17 service aces. She 
was also named to the 2010 Mountain 
West Conference All-Academic Team. 

“The transition to Columbia was not 
difficult at all,” Dyroff said. “My team-
mates definitely made it easy. I feel like 
I’ve known them for four million years. 
When I took the summer class here, I 
would walk around the campus at night 
and just shout, ‘Guys, look where we live!’ 
I love the city. There’s something always 
happening.”

Charlee admits that the academics in 
this new environment are rigorous, but 
she has been enjoying her identity as a 
Columbia student.  

“I want to learn a lot,” she said. “I think 
the school has so much to offer. I’d like to 
get substance out from my classes instead 
of just taking them.”

As for the future, Charlee says she 
has not figured out what her major is 
going to be, but she knows one thing for 
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CU transfer embraces new Ivy League experienceNew outlook on 
Ivy sports for 
veteran writer

Turn Up 
the Mike

MICHAEL 
SHAPIRO

Heads turn when they 
win and look back into 
textbooks when they 
lose.

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia men’s soccer team 
(3-1-1) returns home today, after a trip 
to New Mexico, to play host to local 
rival Fordham in its only subway se-
ries contest of the year. The Light 
Blue will be looking to recapture its 
early season form, which saw it tri-
umph against Fairfield, Sacred Heart, 
and Saint Peter’s in succession.

“We’re looking forward to being 
back home and playing in our home 
stadium in front of our fans—it’ll be 
nice to come back,” head coach Kevin 
Anderson said. “We had a trip ... going 
to New Mexico and playing those two 
games and the guys are excited to be 
back. I know our staff is excited, and 
we’ve had a good day of preparation, 
and we’ll come out on Thursday night 
and look to put in a solid performance.” 

The TLC Plumbing, Heating, 
and Cooling Lobo Invitational in 
Albuquerque did not go as planned for 
the Lions. They were crushed 5-1 by the 
host Lobos, who are ranked 16th in this 
week’s NSCAA poll, and then had to 
settle for a goalless draw with Missouri 
State after two periods of overtime. 

The Light Blue does have a perfect 
record at home thus far this season—
winning both of its games at Baker—and 
will be looking to extend that against 
the Rams. Junior forward Will Stamatis 
was named BigAppleSoccer.com’s play-
er of the week last Monday thanks to his 
contribution for the Light Blue against 
Sacred Heart and Saint Peter’s. The 
striker scored overtime goals in both 

SEE SHAPIRO, page 6

Lions hope to 
get back on 
track at home

COLUMBIA VS. FORDHAM

Columbia Soccer Stadium, 7 p.m.

BY RYAN YOUNG
Spectator Staff Writer

Ten years ago today, Columbia and 
Fordham were scheduled to face off in 
a football game for the 10th time ever. 
However, the tragedy in New York on 
Sept. 11 of that week would transcend 
all of sports, and after some debate the 
game was postponed until Thanksgiving. 
The following year, the Liberty Cup was 
established to honor the alumni of both 
schools who were lost in the attacks, and 
the teams have played each other annu-
ally in the 10 years since to try and win 
the special trophy.

When the Lions open up their season 
on Saturday in the Bronx, the teams will 
battle for the Liberty Cup for the 10th 
time, just six days after the 10th anni-
versary of Sept. 11. 

“The whole reason they started the 
Liberty Cup is because of 9/11, so the 10-
year anniversary is especially big,” junior 

quarterback Sean Brackett said. “Every 
game is huge for us, but especially now 
with the 10-year anniversary, it’s going 
to be even bigger.”

The feeling is mutual for the Rams.
“It’s always a passionate afternoon,” 

Pat O’Keefe, the sports director for News 
12 the Bronx, which covers Fordham 
athletics, said. “But because this is the 
10th anniversary, because the game is up 
here in the Bronx, they feel there is a lot 
more riding on it this year, and they’ll be 
playing with a lot more passion.”

As a Staten Island native, Fordham 
senior center Jonathan Sheridan holds 
a special place in his heart for the 
Liberty Cup.

“Looking back, it’s hard to believe 
that it just was 10 years ago that the 
tragedy happened,” Sheridan said. “Just 
the fact that we have this Cup and this 
game to play for to honor all those people 
that were lost, it definitely has a lot of 
significance.”

Columbia and Fordham are two of 
only three Division I football programs 
that remain in New York City, the third 
being Wagner. (They are also the two 
oldest programs in the city, with match-
ups between the two schools dating all 
the way back to 1890.) With the short 
distance between the schools in the 
Bronx and upper Manhattan, it makes 
sense that they have developed a rivalry.

“We definitely have a little bit of a ri-
valry,” Sheridan said. “Both sides defi-
nitely bring their best games when we 
play. We’re both playing for something 
that’s so important for both of us.”

In addition to the significance of the 
meaning behind the Liberty Cup, New 
York City bragging rights are also on 
the line.

“I think there’s no game on Fordham’s 
schedule each year with more excite-
ment than this,” O’Keefe said. “The fact 
that it’s Fordham-Columbia and it’s 
miles apart just across the river from 
each other, I think that’s always going 
to add a lot of juice to the rivalry.“

With Ivy League games still a few 
weeks away, the Liberty Cup adds spice 
to the start of the Light Blue campaign.

“We say it all the time—every Ivy 
League game is a big game, and outside of 
the Ivy League, this is our biggest game. 
It’s our rival,” senior offensive lineman 
Jeff Adams said. “We look at every Ivy 
League game as, ‘We’ve got to go out and 
beat these guys.’ We get jacked up the 
same way for Fordham. It’s important to 
us to go out and get the cup—it’s impor-
tant for the whole program.”

Fordham is especially looking for-
ward to its home opener as it tries to turn 
the page after getting pummeled by the 
University of Connecticut, the defending 
Fiesta Bowl champions, 35-3 on Sept. 3. 
The Rams’ freshman quarterback, Peter 
Maetzold, made his first collegiate start 
in the game.

“You’re playing with house money—
you’re playing a team who was in the 
Fiesta Bowl last year, so they weren’t 
supposed to win,” said O’Keefe. “They 
were starting their freshman quarter-
back in his first college game ever, and 
he had to go up and play against the 
Big East champs. Now that he’s got a 
week’s worth of game experience un-
der his belt, the game’s going to look a 
lot slower for him on Saturday against 
Columbia.”

Fordham’s week off in between games 
allowed them to get extra practice in 
before the Saturday’s long-awaited 
matchup.

“We’re definitely looking to pick 
things up,” Sheridan said. “We had a bye 
week last week, so we had two weeks of 
practice. We’re ready to play.”

The visiting Lions trail in the Liberty 
Cup series 4-5 and will try to even up 
the series on Saturday at 1 p.m.
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REMEMBER SEPTEMBER  |  2011 marks the tenth anniversary of the Lib-
erty Cup, and falls six days after the tenth anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001.

Liberty Cup anniversary holds special significance

SEE DYROFF, page 6

“We’re looking forward 
to being back home and 
playing in our home 
stadium in front of our 
fans.”

—Kevin Anderson, 
men’s soccer coach

SEE SOCCER, page 6
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