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At Symphony Space on 
Tuesday, the first of a 
three-part film series will 
feature Columbia-created 
documentary films, including 
“The Last Mermaids” and 
“Unattached.” 

From New York to 
Sundance—and back

A&E, page 5

Monica Varman discusses the 
fiscal phenomenon that could 
help students fix finances.

Edit your credit

Opinion, page 4

The Columbia women’s soccer 
team will take on Iona at home 
tonight at 7 p.m. in search of 
its second win of the season. 
The Light Blue’s first win came 
on Friday against Manhattan.

Lions look for second 
consecutive win

Sports, page 8

From “Bye Bye Birdie” to the 
“Secret Garden” to “Ham-
let,” New York’s theater of-
ferings this fall are bound to 
impress Columbia University 
theatergoers.

Fall into this season’s 
theater productions

A&E, page 5

The Columbia field hockey 
team and its seven Ivy foes 
will kick off conference 
play this weekend.  
Princeton will be trying 
for its fifth consecutive Ivy 
title this seaosn.

Ivy league field hockey 
begins this weekend

Sports, page 8

News around the clock

columbiaspectator.com

Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

By Madina Toure
Spectator Staff Writer

Today kicks off another year for heads 
of state on campus. 

The annual World Leaders Forum is 
timed with global leaders’ United Nations 
visits and kicks off this year with a con-
ference on the futures of London and 
New York featuring Mayors Michael 
Bloomberg of New York City and Boris 
Johnson of London. 

Martti Ahtisaari, the former president 
of Finland, and Cristina Fernández de 
Kirchner, president of Argentina, will 
speak the following Monday, followed 
by speeches from Serbian President Boris 
Tadic and Thai Prime Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva on Tuesday. Columbia Global 
Fellow and former Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Kofi Annan will speak 
on Wednesday. The forum will conclude 
with a lecture from Madhav Kumar 
Nepal, prime minister of Nepal.

“I was here when they had the 
Iranian president,” Gemma DiMatteo, 
BC ’11 said, referring to Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s controversial visit in 
2007. “It’s a good idea … it’s good to be 
accepted in a place where people with 
different view [can debate].” 

Occurring every year since 2003, 
the World Leaders Forum is a year-long 
University-wide initiative to engage in public 
discourse on current economic, political, 
social, and cultural issues.

“I went to see the Dominican president 
last year, and it was really cool,” Laura 
Kladky, BC ’12 said. “I am definitely in-
terested to see the president of Argentina 
both because she was controversial and 
because she is a female leader in a Latin 
country. I am a Spanish major and I stud-
ied in the Dominican Republic, and I am 
thinking about studying in Argentina.”

The forum will touch on a variety of 
topics—global economic crisis, peacemak-
ing, and climate change will be among 
the topics in the keynote addresses.

Bloomberg and Johnson will discuss 
issues that their cities must confront, such 
as the future of their financial sectors and 
the diversification of their economies. 
President de Kirchner will touch on 

File photo
Prez Pals  |  Students get face time with inter-
national figures at the World Leaders Forum, 
like Slovenian President Danilo Türk.

SEE forum, page 2

Section 8 tenants fight for affordable housing
By katherine meduski
Spectator Staff Writer

Tenants and local politicians are banding 
together to fight for affordable housing in a 
neighborhood where it might be lost.

The battle to protect the Section 8 
Project-Based Voucher program, which 
subsidizes housing for low-income fami-
lies, was at the forefront of a rally on 143rd 
Street at the end of the summer attended 
by multiple tenants associations as well as 
state and local representatives.

The Gloria Harding Apartments, a 113-
unit building at 617 W. 143rd St. in West 
Harlem,  is of particular interest to afford-
able housing advocates because its Section 8 
contract is tied to the entire building rather 
than just its individual residents. 

Tenants fear that, should the Gloria 
Harding Apartments opt out of the program, 
many would be forced to leave, and the 
building would undergo rapid gentrifica-
tion. Residents whose Section 8 assistance 
is tied to the building can’t use the program 
once they no longer live there.  

The length of time a building remains 
a full project-based Section 8 complex 
depends entirely on a Housing Assistance 
Payments contract with the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, a pub-
lic agency. This agency can allocate up to 
20 percent of the Section 8 budget to the 
project-based housing units for a maximum 
of 10 years followed by five-year renewal 
periods. The Gloria Harding Apartments 
may leave the program this year when 
their contract with HUD runs out and 
when both landlord Baruch Singer and 
the Denver-based Apartment Investment 
Management Company (AIMC) have 
the option of selling units at market rate 
should they become vacant.

“Singer is planning on letting the contract 
expire,” Maggie Russell-Ciardi, exectuive 
director of the housing advocacy group 
Tenants & Neighbors said. “That would be 
a horrible situation for [future] tenants.” 

Tenants & Neighbors helped organize 
a group to help convince Singer to renew 
the contract. “He’s a pretty notorious 
landlord, but we’re hoping he’ll do the 
right thing,” she added. 

Either that, or Singer should sell the 
building to someone who will, according 
to some activists. 

Gloria Harding tenants also contacted 
the community development organization 
West Harlem Group Assistance to address 
the situation. “We’ve been organizing them 

and trying to address the landlord issues,” 
Donald Fulp, WHGA senior project man-
ager explained. As the number of buildings 
participating in the Section 8 program 
decreases, the number of tenants unable 
to afford their homes increases. Plus, the 
availability of transferable vouchers per 
person in need decreases.

Singer did not return multiple calls for 
comment, and representatives from AIMC 
also declined to speak on Section 8 since 
they said they did not have direct jurisdic-
tion over the future of the voucher program 
in this Harlem building.

Elbert Garcia, spokesperson for 
Congressman Charles Rangel (D-Harlem), 
said that he feared the loss of Section 8 
units, but he added that Rangel would 
do everything in his power to preserve 
them. “We will do all that we can to 
ensure that Section 8 remains an option 
for all Americans, including fighting for 
more federal money to fund vouchers 
and project-based developments,” Garcia 
said. WHGA member Samelis Lopez said 
that this case was not unique and that she 
feared the loss of Section 8 is becoming a 
trend. She said,“It’s happening through-
out the city.”  

news@columbiaspectator.com

Manhattan Valley residents oppose land swap
By Sam Levin

Spectator Senior Staff Writer
 
The residents of Manhattan Valley are ris-

ing up against a potentially higher skyline.
For the past several weeks, residents 

of 106th Street have raised their voices 
against the construction of a condo giant 
after the local nursing home Jewish Home 
Lifecare and developer Joseph Chetrit 
announced a controversial land swap in 
August. Monday night, the battle gained 

momentum six blocks south, where Park 
West Village tenants and owners joined 
forces to oppose construction of the 
22-story senior home facility on 100th 
Street—and all of the traffic, noise, and 
disruption they anticipate it will bring.

In an interview, Jewish Home Lifecare 
spokesperson Ethan Geto said that JHL 
had reached out to attend the meeting 
and that the offer was declined. But 
one of the organizers of the discussion, 
Paul Bunten from Westsiders for Public 

Participation, said he was not aware of 
such an invitation.

The basic land swap is a direct prop-
erty switch that allows the nonprofit 
nursing home—which has claimed that 
a new, technologically advanced fa-
cility is a necessity—to build its new 
structure on a Chetrit-owned park-
ing lot on 100th Street. In exchange, 
Chetrit would be permitted to develop a  

Alyssa Rapp / Staff Photographer
Voices of Dissent |  Paul Bunten and Maggie Peyton from Park West Village organized a community forum Monday evening to 
oppose the development of a 22-story nursing home on 100th street that would rise above the rest of the skyline.

SEE manhattan, page 2

CU groups and clubs 
take hard financial hit

By Alix Pianin
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Like the University’s endowment, 
Columbia clubs and groups are feel-
ing the heat—and it could be time 
to start prioritizing heavily.

According to a statement re-
leased by the Funding at Columbia 
University Committee, or F@CU, 
in July titled “The State of F@CU,” 
funding requests have been consis-
tently increasing at a rate that is 
unsustainable for F@CU. 

This is because there was no surplus 
for the year—there was no extra money 
to shuffle around the student govern-
ing boards. Funding at Columbia 
may have to reassess how Student 
Activities Fees are allocated.

F@CU is composed of the incom-
ing and outgoing student council 
presidents and treasurers for each un-
dergraduate student council, with 16 
members total. F@CU meets during 
the reading week period in the spring 
semester and allocates the money from 

the Student Activities Fees—the ap-
proximately $500 in each student’s 
tuition package devoted to student 
life—to the governing boards.

There are several Columbia gov-
erning boards: The Activities Board at 
Columbia, which funds and oversees 
publications and academic, cultural, 
and performing arts groups, among 
others; the Club Sports Governing 
Board; Community Impact; the 
InterGreek Council; the Student 
Governing Board, whose oversight in-
cludes religious, political, and activist 
groups; and the InterSchool Governing 
Board, a recently formed council 
that oversees clubs composed of stu-
dents from various schools. (Barnard’s 
Student Government Association is 
also a governing board, though it runs 
on Barnard Student Activities Fees 
and is therefore not part of F@CU.)

According to the committee’s 
Web site, F@CU also “provides a 
framework for continued financial 
collaboration between the individual 

SEE funding, page 2
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QUOTE OF THE DAY How To Reach Us
Have a question? Criticism? News tip? You can 
contact us directly by emailing info@columbi-
aspectator.com.

Corrections

The article “Attorney Kathryn Kolbert will lead 
Athena Center” misstated Amy Chen’s position 
on the Student Government Association. She 
is SGA’s vice president for student activities, 
not vice president for student affairs. Spectator 
regrets the error.

General Contact Information
Columbia Spectator
2875 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York City, NY 10025
info@columbiaspectator.com
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555 
Editorial Fax (212) 854-9611
Business (212) 854-9550 
Business Fax (212) 854-9553

For more information about the Columbia Daily 
Spectator and editorial policies, visit http://www.colum-
biaspectator.com/about. For more information about 
advertising visit http://spc.columbiaspectator.com/.

Bills, Bills, Bills

Join the Committee on Global Thought for 
a conversation among prominent econo-
mists discussing the prevention of a second 
Great Depression and the dynamics of eco-
nomic collapse. Business School Professor 
Joseph Stiglitz is among the speakers.
 
International Affairs Building, 
Kellogg Center. 12:30 pm

EVENTS — Sept. 15

Mayors of NYC and London

Columbia’s World Leaders Forum 
presents New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and London 
Mayor Boris Johnson, who will dis-
cuss their cities’ financial futures. 

Low Library Rotunda, 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

“There will be no 
bailout packages.”

—CCSC VP of Finance 
Nuriel Moghavem, CC ’11
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Political groups promote student involvement
By Liza Weingarten

Spectator Staff Writer

On a campus with a history of 
turbulent protests, it might come 
as a surprise that divergent view-
points could be a point of harmony 
for the student body. 

Yet activist student groups 
from the right, the left, and in 
between claim a common interest 
in promoting dialogue. As the 
school year begins, many organi-
zations that often hold opposing 
views have cited engaging more 
students in discussion as one of 
their chief objectives.

For some, this means rousing 
the masses first.

Derek Turner, CC ’12 and 
director of communications 
for the Columbia University 
College Republicans, empha-
sized the College Republicans’ 

focus on bringing speakers to 
the University.

“Hopefully as they arrive 
on campus the Columbia stu-
dent body can participate in 
the engaging dialogue that the 
speakers will doubtlessly ignite,” 
Turner said.

In the past, speakers have gen-
erated widespread interest and 
sparked debates that continue on 
campus long after they leave. 

Last year, the conservative so-
cial and political commentator 
Ann Coulter fielded a question-
and-answer session longer than 
her actual speech—an event that 
brought Republican perspective to 
a student body often characterized 
as predominantly liberal.

The Columbia Political Union 
hopes to foster broader exposure 
to a variety of political viewpoints 
on campus this year.

“Our main goal is to keep ev-
eryone as politically active [and] 
engaged as possible,” said Sajaa 
Ahmed, CC ’10 and general man-
ager for CPU. “Whether through 
engaging speakers, controver-
sial debates between opposing 
political groups, informational 
publications, or an active pres-
ence in the blogosphere.”

Ahmed also raised the issue 
of health care, which has been 
frequently discussed both na-
tionally and on campus. CPU 
is currently organizing a debate 
over health care between the 
College Republicans and the 
Columbia University College 
Democrats.

“The debate will likely be one 
of our most exciting events of the 
semester,” Ahmed said.

Turner agreed and added that 
health care “serves as a crucible 

for more fundamental political 
opinions and philosophies.”

CPU sponsored a similar de-
bate last year in which members 
of the College Republicans and 
College Democrats debated other 
hot button issues such as the death 
penalty and abortion.

The debate “was productive 
both for of our groups and for 
developing more of a dialogue 
among students on campus,” 
Sam Klug, CC ’12 and a mem-
ber of the College Democrats 
said. “I hope to continue that 
this year.”

Turner noted the impact of 
student engagement in politics, 
stating, “Peoples’ most fundamen-
tal opinions about government, 
its responsibilities, and its limits 
come to the forefront and actu-
ally have consequences.”  

news@columbiaspectator.com

Local residents oppose 
land swap

residential building on 106th 
Street, which is the current site 
of the JHL facility.

Preservationists fear that 
Chetrit will build a tower on 106th 
Street while and Chetrit and Jewish 
Home Lifecare are struggling to 
convince the community that an 
out-of-context monster is not their 
intention. Meanwhile, 100th Street 
has become the site of another 
land use war.

Tenants and condo owners said 
they feared extensive traffic on 
100th Street between Amsterdam 
and Columbus avenues, where 
the local precinct and fire depart-
ments are located. Sue Brisk, who 
lives in 792 Columbus—whose 
backyard would be the site for the 
new 22-story building—said that 
multiple serious accidents have 
occurred very recently with the 
influx of foot and vehicle traffic 
from the new Columbus Square 
development.

“I look down every day and 
night,” Brisk said of her fears, add-
ing that she could not even begin 
to imagine the traffic flow with an 
entire new facility in place.

Eighty-year-old Bill Gellerman 
asked the crowd if he thought JHL 
would someday be a good home 
for him. Neighborhood resident 
Catherine Unsino, an advocate in 
nursing home reform, responded by 
telling the increasingly angry crowd 
that Jewish Home Lifecare was a 

below-average institution, and for 
that reason, they could not welcome 
them into their home.

Ultimately, after a speech from 
Maggi Peyton of the Park West 
Village Tenants’ Association, the 
crowd agreed that they would 
form one umbrella group devoted 
to opposing the swap entirely. 
Cheryl Strong, a disgruntled 
resident, said that she was al-
ready part of anoither anti-swap 
group, which has urged the New 
York attorney general to join 
the cause. Jean Jaworek from 
the Duke Ellington Boulevard 
Neighborhood Association on 
106th Street urged the crowd to 
be realistic and think of favor-
able negotiations—a suggestion 
which was immediately met with 
firm opposition.

In response to growing oppo-
sition, Geto said that they plan 
to address the traffic concerns 
with a full investigation, and 
further, they intend to reach 
out to the community through 
an advisory board as well as a 
lengthy design planning process 
that would directly include Park 
West Village.

“Many people want to stop this,” 
Bunten said to the crowd last night. 
“The question is how.”

In response to the community 
members’ unwillingness to negoti-
ate, Geto said, “We are a nonprofit 
with a mission. It is imperative that 
we build that building.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

manhattan from front page

World 
Leaders 
Forum

economic issues as well, with her 
lecture providing a Latin-American 
perspective on the global crisis.

Ahtisaar will lead a  discussion about 
peacemaking in the post-Cold War 
era by, and Tadic will speak about the 
future of the Western Balkans. Prime 
Minister Nepal will also discuss post-
conflict challenges and development.

The forum will take a different 
direction with Kofi Annan’s speech 
on climate change and the challenges 
that result from it, concentrating spe-
cifically on leadership challenges.

For Biola Akinyemi, GS ’10, the 
forum is simply a chance to encoun-
ter those who have the power to 
inf luence politics—an opportunity 
embraced particularly by those who 
have an interest in this field.

“I think it’s a great part of my 
Columbia experience. It’s just a great 
way to meet people who have been in 
a position to influence policy, and I 
am interested in making policy.”

The forum will take place in the 
Low Library Rotunda and also in 
the Teatro of the Italian Academy. 
Online registration is required to 
participate in the events.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Forum from front page

Student groups take financial hit

student councils through agree-
ments,” such as the Facilities and 
Security Fund and the Inter-
Council Agreement. The Facilities 
and Security Fund moves the 
financial responsibility of reserv-
ing and renting facility space 
and security for events to the 
councils. Individual groups and 
students, then, are faced with less 
of a financial burden in holding 
Columbia campus programming, 
though the costs are taken out of 
the student group allocations.

Accord ing to  t he  s ite , 
’09-’10 a l lotments were as 
fol lows:  $366 ,303.61 for 
ABC; $184,109.54 for SGB; 
$176,821.57 for Club Sports; 
$68,571.09 for Community 
Impact; and $18,254.20 for the 
InterGreek Council. The gov-
erning board budgets are made 
up of these allocations plus any 
leftover money from the previ-
ous year and funding outside of 
the student councils.

“Depending on the govern-
ing board, either three or four 
of the Student Councils make 
contributions toward each al-
location according to a ratio 
determined by relative student 
enrollment among the schools,” 
the F@CU rules explain.

But as the F@CU committee 
pointed out in the statement, 
governing board allocations have 
fluctuated significantly in the 
past 10 or so years, which makes 
it difficult to define funding 
trends. For example, the fund-
ing allocation to ABC reached 
an all-time high for the ’05-’06 
year at $400,500. In ’08-’09, the 
ABC was allotted $294,748.61, 
the lowest in almost 10 years. 
SGB and CSGB allocations have 
also fluctuated wildly, with some 
boards receiving a hundred thou-
sand dollars more than in previ-
ous years. This unpredictability 
makes it difficult for F@CU to 
plan for future allocations while 
reaching their goal of “sustain-
able long-term growth.”

Overall, the F@CU committee 
said, the funding requests have 
generally increased annually “at 
a rate that is unsustainable given 
F@CU’s funds.”

“We have to make difficult 
cuts yearly and can never fully 
satisfy a governing board’s re-
quested allocation as a result of 
these increases,” the committee 
noted in the statement.

Columbia College Student 
Council President Sue Yang, 
CC ’10, said that there would 
be guidelines placed on clubs’ 
food spending. In a Sunday 
night council meeting, CCSC 
Vice President of Finance Nuriel 
Moghavem, CC ’11, said that 
the F@CU committee suggested 
that governing boards hamper 
spending on technology and 
advertising as well as keep food 
costs to 10 dollars per head for 
any given event.

“There will be no bailout 
packages,” Moghavem joked 
with the counci l commit-
tees, though it ref lected the  

difference in funding availability 
from last year.

 While these problems have 
existed for some time, they had 
not fully emerged until recent-
ly. Various surpluses found in 
governing boards offset those 
issues, as extra money could 
be spread to the other boards. 
But the boards no longer have 
these surpluses, and  “we cannot 
plan to have them consistently 
in the future,” F@CU said in 
its statement.

Student groups may also 
face problems when attempt-
ing to expand their organiza-
tions. Expansion will mean 
less spending per student. It is 
possible that the only effective 
way to offset these costs will 
be through events that bring in 
outside funds for the group.

“We encourage the governing 
boards to consider the finan-
cial consequences when mak-
ing decisions on expansion,”  
committee members said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Funding from front page

File photo
Mayor mike  |  New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg will be joining London’s Mayor Boris Johnson to kick off Columbia’s World Leaders Forum global speaker 
series. The annual event invites foreign figure heads to campus while they are in town at the United Nations.
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Taking on the 
world, one 

forum at a time
Today, the first World Leaders 

Forum event will take place at 
Low Library, featuring Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg of New York 
and Mayor Boris Johnson of 
London. They will kick off an 
ongoing conversation that aims 
to address some of the major 
issues facing both cities. The 
World Leaders Forum provides 
Columbia students with unique 
opportunities to engage with 
some of the top policymakers 
and politicians of the world, one 
they should take part in as much 
as possible.

Since University President 
Lee Bollinger established the 
World Leaders Forum in 2003, 
the conference has brought 
prominent figures such as Bill 
Clinton, the Dalai Lama, and 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
A hmadinejad to campus. 
This year’s guest list features 
Argentine President Cristina 
Fernández de Kirchner (Sept. 
21) and former Secretary-
General of the United Nations 
Kofi Annan (Sept. 23), among 
others. Seven events are al-
ready set for September, and as 
Bollinger invites more speakers 
throughout the year, more will 
be scheduled in the months 
ahead. Even though contro-

versial speakers tend to garner 
the most attention, each brings 
valuable insight and experience. 
If possible, professors should 
integrate the forum events into 
their classes. Students in classes 
related to the topics of discus-
sion should be given permission 
to attend the events instead of 
class should the times coincide. 
Students who do attend should 
share their experiences with 
those who could not attend.

We look forward to the launch 
of this year’s World Leaders 
Forum today. The dialogue be-
tween the two mayors promises to 
be an insightful discussion on the 
future of these two urban centers. 
It is fitting that the first World 
Leaders Forum event of the year 
features Bloomberg, one of our 
local leaders.  Since New York is a 
global city, intertwined in world 
politics and the world economy, 
the forum should continue to tap 
into the ambassadors, diplomats, 
and other leaders that make this 
city their home.

As Columbia continues to 
reaffirm its commitment to dia-
logue and international exchange, 
we should take advantage of the 
opportunities that living in New 
York and attending Columbia 
University have given us.

Staff Editorial

columbia & its discontents

A microcredit 
revolution is 
taking the 

world of student 
loans by storm. 
Companies such as 
GreenNote, Zopa, 
Virgin Money, and 
Fynanz (yes, re-
ally) combine the 
twin phenomena of 
microfinance and 
social networking to 
produce novel, finan-
cially attractive, and 

hitherto popular lending schemes that prom-
ise the less credit-worthy a chance to give 
their American Dream the old college try. 
The emergence of microcredit in the world 
of college financing is but another avatar of 
microfinance, the approach to credit schemes 
that has revolutionized development and pov-
erty eradication efforts across the globe.     

In 2006, microfinance became a buzzword 
when Muhammad Yunus won the Nobel 
Peace Prize. In truth, the microcredit model 
has existed for centuries in various localized 
incarnations, assuming its current form as 
early as the 1970s. Today, “microfinance” is 
an umbrella term, spanning a vast array of 
financial services made available to the less 
credit-worthy. These services include loans for 
investment in micro-businesses, savings and 
insurance schemes, and fund transfers. With 
its multiple iterations in both developing and 
developed countries, the microfinance model 
has evolved from a simple, localized lender-
borrower relationship into a platform for 
social, economic, and political empowerment 
and mobilization.            

This is not to say that microfinance is 
the holy grail of approaches to development. 
These same economic upheavals have been 
criticized for disturbing traditional social and 
cultural structures and for merely shifting the 

economic gap a notch lower on the poverty 
scale. Nevertheless, microfinance remains a 
powerful tool, if not a panacea.      

Closer to home, microfinance’s latest 
avatar in the realm of student loans promises 
to bridge the gap between federal student 
loans and astronomical tuition costs. Based 
online, these Web sites shrug off traditional 
credit scoring mechanisms and encourage 
borrowers to tap into their social networks. 
The Web sites follow different setups, with 
some requiring cosigners and others shav-
ing off their high interest rates as more and 
more of the loan is repaid. Founded by Akash 
Agarwal, GreenNote charges low and fixed 
interest rates, which can be further reduced if 
lenders choose to gift money. On their Web 
site, lenders can browse the profiles of reg-
istered borrowers and search specifically for 
students who “share common characteristics” 
with them. The system formalizes what used 
to be informal or “soft” loans and turns mil-
lions of students into entrepreneurs investing 
in their own futures. The introduction of a 
middleman—the microfinance company—
transforms transactions from social and 
emotional obligations into business invest-
ments free of the guilt and discomfort of bor-
rowing from family and friends. At the time 
of its takeover by TuitionU.com, Greennote 
reportedly raised $4.2 million in 2007 from 
Menlo Ventures and GlenBrook Partners and 
registers about 3,000 users per month.      

Peer-to-peer lending is gaining traction all 
around the world, with Qifang in China and 
Rang De in India changing the dependence 
of their populations on banks. Though it is 
structured on similar lines as its American 
counterparts, Qifang’s Web site “features” 
certain students and lenders. Also, while 
Fynanz and GreenNote encourage students to 
create a Facebook-like profile and warn that 
sob stories don’t work, Qifang’s “success sto-
ries” definitely tug at the readers’ heartstrings.       

It remains to be seen just how success-

ful microfinance will be as a means to meet 
the escalating costs of higher education. 
Microfinance loans certainly appear attrac-
tive in the current economic situation, as they 
are inevitable products of a credit crunch and 
greater social connectivity, but the high inter-
est rates may deter students from using them 
once credit is more freely available. While the 
scale of microfinance loans is appropriate for 
relatively small expenses such as textbooks 
and food, it is certainly not sufficient in and 
of itself to cover the exorbitant tuition costs 
at most private universities. Even if they are 
successful, microfinance loans will remain 
supplements to “close the student funding 
gap” rather than complete solutions.

Also, in those systems that rely on a 
student’s social networks rather than the 
kindness of strangers, students who are al-
ready well-connected will undoubtedly face 
an advantage, aggravating social disparities 
rather than eliminating them. The operations 
and outcomes of peer-to-peer models such as 
GreenNote are therefore likely to be vastly 
different from those in developing countries. 
It is important not to view the microfinance 
revolution as any real breakthrough in ad-
dressing the disparities inherent in higher 
education, but to see it for what it is—an 
additional option in the realm of college 
financing. Regardless of the long-term out-
come, microcredit platforms are creative and 
resourceful spaces for student initiatives and 
society’s philanthropy. For anyone struggling 
to pay for textbooks, these Web sites hold the 
promise of soft loans of $2,000 from kind 
strangers. Hey, you never know.

Monica Anjali Varman is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in economics-mathematics and 
concentrating in sustainable development. She is 
a senior editor of Consilience and works on the 

Millennium Villages Project. 
Green Piece runs alternate Tuesdays. 

opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

Giving credit the old college try

G R E E N 
P I E C E

m o n i c a 
A n j a l i  v a r m a n

julia alekseyeva

Page 4    Columbia Daily Spectator September 15, 2009Editorial & Opinion
The 133rd year of publication

Independent since 1962

Managing Board

Staff editorials represent the views of the editorial board

associate Board:  News Editors Jessica Hills, Tabitha Peyton Wood, Madina Toure, Liza Weingarten  
News Broadcast Editor Simone Foxman  La Página Editor Carolina Martes  Sports Editors 
Michele Cleary, Kunal Gupta, Sara Salzbank, Michael Shapiro, Sabine Schulz  Art Editor Hannah 
Yudkin  Books Editor Yin Yin Lu  Dance Editor Catherine Rice  Film Editor Peter Labuza  
Food & Drink Editor Devin Briski  Music Editor Rebecca Pattiz  Spectacle Editor Kevin Ciok  
Style Editor Helen Werbe  Theater Editor Ruthie Fierberg  TV Editor Joe Daly  Editorial Page 
Editors Shira Borzak, Cornelius FitzPatrick, Sophia Merkin, Daryl Seitchik, Elaine Wang  Editorial 
Board Writers Josefina Aguila, Joe Barakat, Sarah Camiscoli, Shamsa Mangalji, Ted Nigro, Sheri 
Pan, Amanda Parsons, Michael Rain  Commentariat Editors Noah Baron, Mary Kohlmann  
Copy Editors Anna Arons, Marissa Barbaro, Emily Handsman, Emma Manson, Katrin Nusshold, 
Raquel Villagra, Lusia Zaitseva  Photo Editors Mallory Lance, Matthew Sherman, Rachel Valinsky, 
Mary Ye  Design Editors Samantha Ainsley, Rachel Allen, Hannah D’Apice, Rebecca Eis, Yufei 
Liu, Joanna Wang, Steven Wong  Alumni Ding Ding, Julia Kantor, Emily Lampert, Shenjun Xu, 
Danfeng Wu, Yu Xiao  Finance Andrew Colvin, Gregory Cox, Erica Dorfman, Benjamin Kurland,   
Sales Cristina Astigarraga  Copy Staff Raissa Arguelles, Maggie Astor, Nimra Azmi, Devin Briski, 
Michaella Chung, Katherine Duh, Elizabeth Gemdjian, Kate Haley, Aarti Iyer, Rebekah Kim, Ali 
Krimmer, Frannie Laughner, Cindy Law, Hannah Laymon, Margot Lazow, Sasha Levine, Katie Mas, 
Christina McCausland, Raphael Pope-Sussman, Matt Powell, Nina Priya Sudarsan  Design Staff 
Lily Cedarbaum, Betsy Feldman, Lesedi Mbatha, Jennifer Oh, Kylie Rogers, Khalil Romain, Emily 
Shartrand, Felix Vo

deputy Board:  News Editors Maggie Astor, Alexa Davis, Sam Levin, Alix Pianin  La Página 
Editor Ana Bobadilla  A&E Editor Christine Jordan  Editorial Page Editor Emily Tamkin  
Editorial Board Editor Mason Fitch  Photo Editors Jenny Hsu, Lila Neiswanger, Ajit Pillai, 
Lauren Weiss  Design Editors Jin Chen, Daniel Lasry  Copy Editor Marissa Grossman  Online 
Editors Zack Sheppard, Zachary Sims, Cindy Zhang  Multimedia Editors Nilkanth Patel  Finance 
Aditya Mukerjee  Staff Training Editors Miriam Krule, Jacob Schneider  Photo Training Editors 
Mira John, Joey Shemuel

joy resmovits 
News Editor

Jacob levenfeld 
Sports Editor 

ben cotton 
Design Editor

ANGELA RADULESCU  
Photo Editor

BETSY MORAIS 
News Editor

Bart Lopez 
Sports Editor

yipeng huang 
Design Editor 

 

amin ghadimi 
Editorial Page Editor

JULIA HALPERIN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Dino GRandoni  
Head Copy Editor

Ryan bubinski 
Online Editor

gizem orbey
Sales Director

AKHIL MEHTA
Finance Director

COLIN SULLIVAN
Alumni Director

MELISSA REPKO 
Editor in Chief

ELIZABETH SIMINS 
Managing Editor

JULIA FELDBERG 
Publisher

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of 
interest. Submissions should be between 700 and 900 words 
and express an opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or 
unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers meet with an 
associate editor to edit their submission before publication. 
Submissions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. in the Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and 
Broadway.

By samiha rahman

I have access to one of the best educational 
systems in the country. My classes are taught 
by some of the most intelligent, innovative, and 
accomplished scholars of today. I am continu-
ously encouraged, supported, and told that I 
have the potential, resources, and capacity to 
achieve anything I want.

And the Community Service Society of 
New York reports that, only a few blocks 
away, 163,000 young people in New York City 
between the ages of 16 and 24 are neither in 
school nor in the labor force.

While I am constantly overwhelmed by 
the support and encouragement I receive at 
Columbia to pursue my education, it is difficult 
for me to fathom that there are individuals only 
a short walk from campus who contribute to 
these dire statistics and live such grim realities. 
How can it be that such disparity exists in such 
close proximity? And more importantly, can 
anything be done to ameliorate it?

Columbia’s Muslim Students Association 
(MSA) is doing everything in its power to 
address the crucial issues of poverty and edu-
cation in the neighborhoods surrounding the 
University. MSA members hope to raise funds 
through their annual Fast-a-thon, an event in 
which participants abstain from eating and 
drinking for one day in order to draw attention 
to an important humanitarian cause. This year’s 
Fast-a-thon will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 

16 to support the Harlem Children’s Zone, an 
organization that helps thousands of children 
achieve their academic goals.

President Barack Obama credits HCZ for 
“literally saving a generation of children in a 
neighborhood where they were never supposed 
to have a chance.” Firmly believing that all chil-
dren have potential, HCZ offers comprehensive 
programming that empowers, motivates, and 
inspires Harlem residents at every stage of their 
lives. he organization provides a wide range of 
educational, social, and community-building 
programs to help create a network of support, 
a mindset of success, and a lifestyle of op-
portunity. HCZ takes tangible steps towards 
improving education and achievement statistics 
among youth in Harlem, and it has the results 
to prove it. For example, 100 percent of third-
grade students at HCZ Promise Academy 2, one 
of the organization’s charter schools, scored at 
or above grade level in statewide math tests in 
2008. At HCZ Promise Academy 1, only 40 
percent of sixth graders entered the school at 
grade level achievement, but 87 percent of the 
school’s students scored at or above grade level 
in statewide math tests two years later.

These impressive results are due in large part 
to HCZ’s strong spirit of commitment, respon-
sibility, and dedication to its kids—a spirit that 
Columbia also exhibits towards its own students. 
It is this shared mentality that compels the MSA 
to partner with HCZ.  Moreover, tough economic 
conditions leave no institution or organization 
unaffected and thus not only create a strong 
sense of empathy but also bring the community 
together. Though the number of pressing global 
humanitarian crises is staggering, it is at times 
like these that one feels most eager to reach out 
to one’s neighbors.  

We can only move forward with collective 
action and a united front. Muslims from across 
the world have been fasting together since 
the end of August when Ramadan began. 
Throughout Ramadan, the holiest month 
in the Islamic calendar, Muslims fast from 
sunrise to sunset. In virtually every country, 
every city, and, most likely, every dorm on 
this campus, people wake up in the middle 
of the night to eat a hearty meal that sustains 
them for the rest of the day. In the evening, 
these same people gather with friends, fam-
ily members, and other Muslims to break 
their fast with a common meal called Iftar. 
A glimpse into the diverse population of 
students who attend the MSA’s on-campus 
Iftars shows how a simple shared routine cre-
ates a sense of togetherness that transcends 
cultural boundaries and social circles. The 
Iftars connect people of different backgrounds 
and varying levels of familiarity with one 
another on a basic human level.      

Though the most prominent aspect of fast-
ing is the abstention from eating or drinking, 
it actually means more than that—fasting also 
encourages the practice of self-discipline and 
purification of the soul. The detachment from 
one’s own worldly desires—namely food and 
drink—raises consciousness about the world 
we live in and draws attention to the struggles 
of others. In this way, fasting not only brings 
people together on a community level, but it 
also affects individuals on a personal level and 
raises awareness about the world we live in.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore. 
She is the community affairs committee chair 
for the Muslim Students Association and lead 
organizer for Fast-a-thon.

Fast-a-thon for 
thought

By David myers

Joseph Massad, associate professor of modern 
Arab politics and intellectual history, has been 
granted tenure.  A reversal of Columbia’s original 
rejection of his tenure bid is not only regrettable, 
but frightening and embarrassing.

Many news articles about Massad and his 
quest for tenure have attempted to describe 
him with the broad and overused adjective, 
“controversial.” This is unfair and too simplis-
tic. The professor is not “controversial”—he is 
anti-Israel and an embarrassment not only to 
scholarly pursuit and academia as a whole, but 
to our university and its reputation.

The opinion pages have so far been astonish-
ingly empty of strong support or opposition, and 
many students on campus fail to even recognize 
the professor’s name. Therefore, it is likely that 
most people do not have the slightest idea why 
the man’s work has produced such outrage 
internationally. While the University’s tenure 
process is secretive, and the considerations on 
either side of any tenure debate are not made 
public, it is important that we do our best to 
understand what is at stake in granting tenure 
to Massad.

Columbia’s tenure guidelines state that “the 
purpose of this system is to ensure that the 
same standards of judgment are applied to all 
appointments to tenure ... and thereby to secure 
a faculty of exceptional quality and distinc-
tion throughout the university.” By the very 
architecture of the system, it is set up to be a 
mark of academic achievement, and one with 

tangible benefits. So, it only makes sense that 
any argument over the topic of tenure should 
boil down to the academic credentials of the 
faculty member.

In The Persistence of the Palestinian Question: 
Essays on Zionism and the Palestinians, Massad 
writes of the Jews’ “alleged ancestors” and “the 
very active invention of ancient Israel, an Israel 
that had never existed as such before Zionism’s 
fantastic fabrications.” It does not follow that 
any criticism of Israel is, by its very virtue, anti-
Semitic. However, this is an unsubstantiated 
attack made in broad racial terms against the 
Jewish people. By questioning the genetic con-
nection to the Jews of ancient Israel, one brings 
into question the Jewish covenant and the le-
gitimacy of the religious belief system.

Later, in the same book, Massad makes ref-
erence to “the Israeli government’s overall anti-
Palestinian policy.” Unlike much of the book, 
which lacks citations, here Massad attempts to 
demonstrate his academic excellence by making 
use of an endnote. The endnote for this state-
ment is, in fact, to an opinion piece written by 
Alexander Cockburn for the Wall Street Journal 
nearly two decades ago. Not only does the citation 
for this ludicrously broad claim depend upon an 
opinion piece, which is by its very nature biased, 
but it is the opinion of a notoriously controversial 
figure in the Israeli-Palestinian debate. This is 
hardly the kind of work to be expected from a 
Columbia academic. 

These are major incidents of academic ir-
responsibility that can be easily spotted in 
much of Massad’s work. In between these, 
though, the pages are dotted with smaller, 
but still cringe-inducing, sins of academia. 
For example, in an analogy between Israel’s 
European Jewish population’s “racist” policies 
towards Russian Jews in Israel and the state’s 
policies towards the Palestinian population, 
he describes how “the Ashkenazi establish-
ment continues to rule by denying them all 
political rights.” There is, of course, no citation 

provided. While there have been tensions in 
Israel between Russian Jewry and the larger 
Ashkenazi community, the former enjoy full 
political rights as citizens (the current foreign 
minister of Israel is Avigdor Lieberman, a 
Russian Jew). The case is equally hard to 
make on the Palestinian end since, among 
many rights, Palestinian citizens of Israel 
enjoy freedom of religion, the ability to elect 
their own representatives, and the ability to 
hold seats in the Knesset.  

So why does any of this matter? Besides 
being the ultimate blessing that a university 
can bestow on one of its faculty, tenure is es-
sentially for life. Massad, whose work hovers 
among frightening, prejudiced, and blatantly 
offensive, will continue to shape the minds 
of Columbia undergraduates indefinitely. If 
he has been allowed to make such egregious 
claims as an associate professor, what will he 
be able to falsely state as fact having gained 
Columbia’s enduring stamp of approval? The 
mark Massad leaves will go far beyond the 
ugly falsehoods in his books or classroom, the 
stain remaining visible on the future of the 
Middle East and Asian languages and cultures 
department and the minds it helps mold.

One must wonder how a university that prides 
itself on academic brilliance and integrity can 
stand behind a scholar who demonstrates less 
of a grip on endnotes than many first-years in 
University Writing. The need for diverse opinions 
is a real one, and we, as students, benefit from 
having our core beliefs challenged. That being 
said, anti-Semitism is not a challenge worthy 
of scholarship, nor is the author of anti-Semitic 
materials worthy of tenure. Now Massad has 
received tenure, we should all be frightened for 
the state of academia and disappointed because, 
as students, we bear the brunt of Columbia’s 
decisions.

The author is a sophomore at Columbia 
and JTS.

The persistence 
of the Massad 

question



By peter labuza
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia students might find it harder 
and harder to escape school with a trip to 
the movies these days.  With films like 
“Adventureland,” “The Hurt Locker,” and 
“Goodbye Solo,” graduates from Columbia’s 
School of the Arts film division  are invading 
theaters worldwide. It’s appropriate, then, 
that the Columbia Alumni Association has 
collaborated with the School of the Arts as 
well as the Columbia Alumni Arts League 
for the first of three film series dedicated 
to Columbia alumni in the film world this 
Tuesday at Symphony Space.

Daisy Nam, the events manager for the 
School of the Arts, explained the reasoning 
behind holding the event in New York: “Every 
year at Sundance there’s a lot of students, and 
a lot of faculty and alumni who show their 
work …They kind of had this idea that why 
don’t we bring this to New York?”

The series will include three short docu-
mentaries, which were chosen for their 
similar subject matter—shifting heritage 
and cultures. “The Last Mermaids,” di-
rected by Liz Chae, SoA ’09, examines 
the last generation of female sea divers 
in Korea. Nelson Walker, SoA ’09, looks 
at the harsh changes in traditional life of 
nomadic people due to modernism in “A 
Nomad’s Life.” 

The final film, “Unattached,” is an 
amusing examination of the shrinking 
dating scene in Orthodox Jewish com-
munities. It is directed by JJ Adler, SoA 
’10, and produced by Corinne Kelly, SoA 
’09. Although the subject isn’t as serious, 
Nam defended the work in an interview. 
“It’s kind of a funny take on it, since it’s 
kind of a different angle. But it still touches 
on the same ideas.”

Additionally, Bent-Jorgen Perlmutt, SoA 
’07, who has worked on documentaries in 
the past, will moderate the event. 

Nam described her excitement for the 
films, explaining, “They basically captured 
these special moments that maybe in 100 
years no one will know about.”

Each of the three films come with some 
prestige behind it—Chae’s film won the 
gold medal in documentaries at the Student 
Academy Awards in June, while Adler’s won 
the silver medal the year before. 

The film series events, which began at 
Sundance five years ago, are an expression 
of Columbia filmmakers’ growing pres-
ence in the world of cinema. Films like 
“Amreeka” and “Frozen River”—both 
featuring Columbia alumni—have won 
narrative awards at the festival, though 
Tuesday’s program is unique because the 
three featured films are documentaries. 
“It’s interesting because it’s a documentary 
and documentaries don’t get that much 
press. Now people are more interested in 
documentaries,” Nam said. 

Whatever the reasons, the opening 
program is a sure sign that Columbia is 
becoming a household name in the film 
industry along with other prestigious film 
schools such as New York University and 
the University of Southern California. 
The documentaries, as well as the New 
York locale, show that the film industry is 
opening up to new ideas of the definition 
of what it means to be a filmmaker. 

While the second event will take place 
in its annual venue—Sundance—the loca-
tion of the third in January is still up for 
discussion. “The film industry is also chang-
ing so whatever kind of happens, we’ll go 
for that,” Nam expressed. “It’s interesting 
because it keeps our ideas fresh.”

By hannah yudkin
Spectator Staff Writer

These days, due to the plethora of food 
establishments in Manhattan, a bakery only 
stands out if there is something extraor-
dinary about it—be it delicious oatmeal 
raisin cookies or the smooth frosting of a 
red velvet cupcake. But at The Local Store 
on East 49th Street, it’s not the food, but 
rather the art, that makes the coffee shop 
stick out among the hundreds of cafes in 
Manhattan. 

Lining the upper part of The Local 
Store’s walls are abstract paintings by 
Israeli-born artist Yael Degany, GS ’03 and 
GS ’09 (her multiple graduation years are 
the result of two different degrees—one in 

math and one in visual arts). Comprising 
an exhibit titled “Leaving New York,” 
Degany’s works on paper are made of 

materials ranging from oil pastels to food 
coloring. Inspired by music, they come in 
three different sizes, the largest resembling 
a sheet of 12’’x8’’ computer paper, and 
are all covered in colorful drips, lines, 
and patterns. 

One canvas in particular—second 
from the left and above the long mirror 
running down the length of the cafe—is 
strikingly beautiful, with purple and pink 
drips and splashes oddly reminiscent of 
Pollock. Another work is covered in a 
multitude of dark shapes with a few yel-
low spots making an appearance through 
the layers. 

A group of four smaller canvases, placed 
on the wall space adjacent to the “milk” 
area, have a textural quality not visible in 

the other works. The canvases seem almost 
sculptural because of the dark and thick 
application of paint.

But although Degany’s works are for-
mally attractive and technically interesting, 
they lack the surprise and panache of much 
contemporary art. These works don’t feel 
like museum or gallery pieces. Even the 
title of the exhibit, “Leaving New York,” 
is odd, since the canvases don’t seem to 
have any thematic connection to the city 
whatsoever.  Wall text that might have 
illuminated the connection of the title to 
the work is disappontingly missing. 

These problems may be due to the fact 
that the venue, which just opened earlier 
this summer, is incapable of properly dis-
playing the work. The paintings are placed 

rather randomly around the cafe. One small 
canvas hangs on the wall space next to the 
entrance and can be easily overlooked. 
There are missing spots and open spaces 
between the other paintings, making the 
exhibit seem unprofessional. 

It is unfortunate that such curatorial 
problems overshadow Degany’s works. 
But as the first exhibit at The Local Store, 
there’s only room for improvement. 

Time:  Through September 26.
Place: The Local Bakery (316 E. 49th 
Street between 1st and 2nd Avenues)
Cost: Free

Where It’s At

Time:  September 15 at 6-9 p.m.
Place:  Symphony Space (2537 
Broadway at 95th Street). 
Cost:  $8

Where It’s At

Heritage inspires Columbia alum film series
FILM

The best 
way to enjoy 

Paris

Food & Drink

Art gallery meets bakery: CU alum showcases her work at The Local Store

Courtesy of the Arts Intitiative
baked art  | Degany’s works are made of 
varied materials, such as food coloring.

Art
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Courtesy of the Columbia Alumni Association
Into focus  | The CAA Film Series will give a chance for CU alumni to showcase 
their documentary films, which all deal with shifting heritage and cultures.  

On the 
first 
Thursday 

night that I was 
in Paris, three 
days in and with 
less of an urge 
to crawl under 
the covers at 8 
p.m., I found 
myself wander-
ing by a window 
containing a big 
bucket full of 
wine. “Vins sur 
Vingt,” said a 

sign above my head.
Wines under 20—perfect.
But as I approached the door I re-

alized that the shopkeeper was staring 
straight at me, and upon entering I 
would be his only customer. Uh-oh.

This is France, after all, and unless 
you are in a large supermarché, shop-
keepers are friendly and talkative—a 
problem if you have difficulty being 
talkative back. I would have to talk to 
him. And I would have to talk to him 
about wine, a subject intimidating 
even in my native tongue.

At that point, there was no 
turning back. I greeted him with 
a friendly “bonsoir” and began to 
browse, nervously, waiting for him to 
make the inevitable march towards 
me. When he finally did come over 
to ask me if he could help, I turned 
and gave him the blank, quizzical 
look that defined all of my interac-
tions during my first week.

“Uh…” I started.
“Are you English?” he asked im-

mediately. I quickly muttered a 
shameful “oui.” It was only after 
that I noticed his accent—distinctly 
from somewhere north of la Manche 
(the English Channel, or sleeve, in 
French). 

He had asked me if I was English, 
not if I spoke English. Now even 
more embarrassed, I backtracked to 
explain that no, I was not actually 
English, I was American. I launched 
into my story about studying here for 
the semester, and living just down 
the street—but I had only been here 
four days and could not yet hold most 
conversations in French without dif-
ficulty.

“It’s okay,” he told me. “I’ll give 
you three weeks. Then we will start 
speaking in French.”

At that moment, he became one 
of my favorite people in France. Not 
only is he fluent in my native tongue, 
he’s also willing to speak to me in 
French—the native Parisians would 
rather practice their English—and 
fluent in wine, another one of my 
favorite subjects. 

The second time that I visited the 
shop, a week after the first, I got so 
far as to greet him in French and ex-
plain that I was looking for a not-too-
expensive Côtes du Rhone. Progress. 
But as he started in on the different 
kinds of Côtes du Rhône that he 
had—he grabbed five of them from 
around the room and lined them up 
from cheapest (about seven euros) 
to most expensive (a whopping 22 
euros)—my eyes glazed over again. 

“Vous me comprenez?” he asked. 
Sheepishly, I shook my head. It’s a 
slow process.

But all the same, I walked out with 
a nine-euro bottle made by a woman 
near the Rhône valley. It was fruity 
(fruité), a little spicy (un peu épicé), 
and delicious (délicieux), and I shared 
it with a few friends sitting under the 
moon on the banks of the Seine.

Shane Ferro is a Columbia College 
junior studying abroad at Reid Hall in 

Paris. La Vie Culturelle runs 
alternating Tuesdays. 
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What we’re falling for this autumn in theaters

classic musical BYE BYE BIRDIE finally comes to broadway after a 50 year hiatus
The theater lover’s classic, “Bye Bye Birdie” is high on the list of feel-good, classic, showtune-packed performances on the Broadway agenda this 

fall. Who doesn’t love a show about a pop icon and his crazy and obsessive fans? 
The (much better) musical that inspired the popular 1963 movie of the same name has become a favorite high school production but hasn’t been 

revived on the Broadway stage since the 1960s. Previews for the show have already begun, but the production from Roundabout Theatre Company 
officially opens its run on Oct. 15.  

Now as a (slightly) more mature college student, I am eager to see how well the 1960s satire translates to a contemporary stage. The original pro-
duction was meant to parody Elvis’s draft into the army and the subsequent hysteria that followed. More of a historical relic now—perhaps even a bit 
dated—”Bye Bye Birdie” will be an interesting commentary on what has and hasn’t changed since the Vietnam war and the rock-and-roll era.  

Whether or not the social critique still holds value today, the score and book of “Bye Bye Birdie” provide pure and simple entertainment. Columbia 
history buffs should appreciate this window into a fascinating decade of American history. And even those who didn’t grow up with “Bye Bye Birdie” 
might find that the show evokes some childhood nostalgia—”Full House” star and television icon John Stamos is playing the lead, Albert Peterson.

—Leora Kanner

Jude law plays the tormented HAMLET
The buzz that circulates around modern-day revivals 

of Shakespeare’s plays often seems to be tied to the high-
profile celebrities that star in them, as was the case with 
Anne Hathaway’s Viola in this past summer’s “Twelfth 
Night”. This season’s “Hamlet” is no different. 

Jude Law stars as the melancholic prince and is no doubt 
the reason for most of the hype surrounding the production. 
Admittedly, the allure of the leading man first enticed me 
to see Broadway’s most recent take on “Hamlet.” But he is 
more than a looker, as Law has been well received. Some 
critics went so far as calling his performance “riveting” 
and “thrillingly vital.”

Law’s previous roles seem to indicate an ability to 
handle cerebral—dare I say moping—characters, and his 
rarely-forsaken easy charm and effortless appeal should 
no doubt add an interesting dimension to the character 
of Hamlet. 

The production also boasts much talent outside the title 
role. Frost/Nixondirector Michael Grandage will apply his 
distinctive vision to Shakespeare’s classic. If all goes well, 
New York critics will receive Hamlet in the same fashion 
as those in the West End.

—Ashton Cooper

strong characters meet in the garden
“The Secret Garden” does not contain the typical ingredients of a recipe 

for musical theater success. While “Cats” is known for its hit song “Memory,” 
and “Mamma Mia!” for “Dancing Queen,” few people hum to melodies 
from “The Secret Garden,” based on Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel of 
the same title. Moreover, the show has an unsuspected protagonist—an 
ordinary little girl. 

However, a Columbia audience will get a chance to witness the charm of 
“The Secret Garden” on Dec. 2 and 3 when the Columbia Musical Theater 
Society puts on the production. While the show may not be an obvious 
choice, it evokes the nostalgia of childhood and of carefree days spent read-
ing Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel of the same title. 

As the 10-year-old protagonist, Mary, finds the key and passage to the se-
questered garden beneath an entangled mess of ivy, an audience may discover 
hidden talent in their class for the actress who can convey such youth. 

Another particularly challenging role is that of Colin, Mary’s crippled 
cousin, who is afraid but eventually willing to break out of his shell. The 
character has more depth than is typical of the Roone Arledge fare. 

One can only hope the set design for the student production matches the 
literary delight of witnessing the secret garden transform from a quiescent 
web of faded flowers to a burgeoning flurry of red roses.

With any luck, we will see the words of Burnett’s novel come to life inside 
Columbia’s gates. 

—Claire Fu

 Theater lovers offer their recommendations for this season’s array of theater productions, on Broadway and off. 

THEATER



psychiatry
Psychiatrist, experienced in psycho-
therapy and psychopharmacology with 
young adults. Upper West Side office, 
flexible hours. (646) 512 1217.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

LAUNDROMAT/WASH & FOLD Ser-
vice. $5 off. Laundromat at 3357 
B’way (at 136 St) $5 off any Wash & 
Fold order (20 lb min) w/CUID and 
this ad. Offer expires 9/15/09. Excel-
lent Wash & Fold Service Laundromat. 
Quick turnaround. At your request, we 
use hypoallergenic and fragrance-free 
products. Open all night Fri & Sat. 2 
flat screen TVs. Brand new washers 
throughout store. Friendly, bilingual 
attendants. (212) 491-6788. See our 
Yelp review under ‘3357 Laundry’.

RADIAN RECORDS
Music production company, indie la-
bel. Studio Recording $25/hr for un-
signed artists. info@radianrecords.com 
(212) 727-8055.

WASHINGTON HGTS—736 W 187 St. 
The Bennett Condominium. 2 BR, 2 
bath: $535K. Quiet, bright, xxx mint 
condition, high floor—pet friendly. 2 
BR, 2 bath: $559K. With private out-
door terrace—makes this a special 
place to live. Doorman, gym, pet 
friendly. Low monthlies. Close to A & 
1 Trains. Prudential Douglas Elliman, 
Robin Carvey. Call (917) 407-2951. 
rcarvey@elliman.com

CAMPAIGN JOBS
Grassroots Campaigns is currently hir-
ing staff to work on Planned Parent-
hood Action Funds Campaigns in New 
York. Planned Parenthood is working 
to protect women’s rights and to make 
sure that family planning and repro-
ductive health services are available 
to everyone who wants and needs 
them. Full-time management positions 
available now. Learn valuable cam-
paign skills and make a difference. 
Earn $335-$535. Call Corey at (212) 
219-1502. 

JAPANESE
Customized way to learn Japanese. 
Bilingual, professional Japanese teach-
er w/thoughtful result oriented meth-
ods. Skype and student discount avail-
able. FREE initial consultation. Ms. 
Takemoto (212) 678-4251.

3 BR/2 Bath. Walk to Columbia Cam-
pus! Brand new w/queen size BRs; 
Loft-like living space; windowed chef 
kitch with SS appliances; new baths 
with glass tiles; Washer/dryer in unit. 
This sunny, beautifully renov apt fea-
tures oak floors, lots of double pane 
windows; high ceilings. shares OK. 
guarantors OK. B’way at W 106 St; 
$3995/ month. Call Remy (917) 539-
9454.

8 room co-op apt for sale 
4 BR, 2 bath co-op in immaculate con-
dition located on the southerly side of 
137 St and Riverside Dr. This is a 
tastefully renov apt with a spacious 
layout, 10 ft high ceiling, eat-in-kitch 
w/stainless steel appliances and gran-
ite countertops, master suite w/bath, 
hardwood floors, huge living room w/
fireplace. Washer/dryer in unit and 
close to transportation and shopping 
on Broadway. Please note income re-
strictions apply and all offers will be 
entertained. 20 min walk to CU or 2 
stops on #1 train. For more info or to 
view, please call Brian (212) 831-1368 
or e-mail at Brianresales@gmail.com

Manhattan Apartments
Buying, selling or renting an apt? Work 
w/a top rated CU alum (CC ’94 SIPA 
’99). www.joshnathanson.com (212) 
875-2970.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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By Sara Salzbank
Spectator Staff Writer

Coming off of its three-win, 
one-loss weekend at the Columbia 
Invitational, the women’s volley-
ball team (4-3) faces New Jersey 
Institute of Technology (8-2) on 
Tuesday.

The Highlanders started off the 
season strong, defeating eight op-
ponents in a row. Recently, how-
ever, NJIT has struggled, falling to 
both Virginia Tech and American 
University at the American Volleyball 
Classic in Washington, D.C.

Virginia Tech swept NJIT on 
Friday in three straight sets, 25-20, 
25-17, and 25-16. NJIT senior Kristy 
Haeckel posted a team-high eight 
kills in the loss while Anna Mercado 
tallied 11 assists. Defensively, senior 
captain Sabrina Baby had a match-
high 14 digs.

On Saturday, NJIT struggled once 
again, falling 3-1 against American. 
Haeckel and Baaba Hughes had seven 
kills each, but Renata Pandolfo led 
the Highlanders this time around 
with 13 kills. Senior Erica Schultz 
tallied a double-double in the loss 
with 24 assists and 10 digs. Baby 
also contributed to the Highlanders’ 
defensive effort with 15 digs.

The last two times the Lions 
and the Highlanders have met, 
Columbia defeated NJIT in close 
3-2 matches. In 2008, down two 
sets to one, the Light Blue rallied 
to snatch the victory. With eight 
kills and seven blocks, junior Sarah 
Thompson hit an impressive .538 in 
the win and made the winning kill 
in the fifth set. Senior Ellie Thomas 
and sophomore Cindy Chen posted 
double digits with 19 and 11 digs, 
respectively.

The Lions take on the High-
landers in Newark, N.J. on Tues-
day Sept. 15 at 7 p.m.

Volleyball will try for fifth win of season 
against NJIT following successful weekend

File photo

Over the net  |  Junior Sarah Thompson will look to add to her 41 kills in the match 
against NJIT. Thompson is one of four players with 40-plus kills so far this season.

Siena 4-0 and then beat Lock Haven 
2-1 in a nail-biting, overtime effort.

Senior Kelley Kantarianis lead-
ing Cornell in points with nine and 
goals with four. Senior Melanie Jue 
and sophomore Alex Botte have split 
the time in the goal and have only al-
lowed three goals so far.

Penn, which finished tied for third 
with Dartmouth last year, has a 2-3 
record so far this season. The Quak-
ers’ two triumphs came back-to-back 
against Saint Joseph’s, who they beat 
2-1, and Vermont, who they defeat-
ed 1-0. However, Penn has fallen to 
Monmouth, Virginia Commonwealth 
University, and New Hampshire.

Cornell will visit Philadelphia to 
take on Penn this Saturday at 1 p.m.

Columbia (1-2), who finished tied 
for fifth in the league last year, will be 
facing Brown (2-2) this weekend.
The Lions picked up their first win of 
the season on Sunday against Quin-
nipiac, defeating the Bobcats 3-2. 
The Light Blue’s first two games were 
not as successful, as they got shut 
out 4-0 by Richmond in the season 
opener before dropping a heartbreak-
er 4-3 to Bucknell.

Three Lions—Julia Garrison, Katie 
DeSandis, and Lauren Byrne—lead 
the team with three points, one goal, 
and one assist each.

The Bears finished dead last in the 
league in 2008 with a 1-6 record. How-
ever, Brown is currently riding a two-
game winning streak after defeating 
Monmouth 4-2 and Bryant 3-2. The 
Bears fell in their first two games against 
New Hampshire and Delaware.

The Lions will host Brown at 2 
p.m. on Saturday.

The final Ivy matchup of the week-
end is Harvard versus Yale. Both the 
Crimson and the Bulldogs finished 
tied for fifth last season with a 2-5 
league record.

Harvard (3-0) is undefeated so 
far this season, having beaten Holy 
Cross; the University of California, 
Davis; and Bryant by scores of 4-1, 
4-1, and 4-2, respectively. 

Junior Chloe Keating is leading the 
Crimson with 14 points, five goals, 
and four assists.

Harvard will face New Hampshire 
on Wednesday before butting heads 
with the Bulldogs on Saturday.

Yale (2-2) is not riding the same 
momentum as Harvard, having lost 
two of its last three games. The Bull-
dogs opened the season with a 7-1 vic-
tory over Sacred Heart before losing 
3-2 to Northwestern in overtime. Yale 
went on to lose its next game against 
Maine 3-2 before bouncing back with 
a 1-0 victory over Colgate.

The Bulldogs will host the 
Crimson at 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Field hockey league play 
begins for Ancient Eight 
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Want to be part of an award-winning newspaper? How about a business that reaches over 10,000 people daily? 
The Columbia Daily Spectator is the primary source of news for the majority of Columbia students and many 

Morningside Heights residents. For local and national advertisers, Spec is the best way to get their message out 
to thousands of savvy New Yorkers. The newspaper, the magazine, and the Spectator Publishing Company, Inc. 

are entirely run by students, and now you have the chance to get involved.  No prior experience necessary!

OPEN HOUSES
Friday, September 18 at 1 and 2 p.m.

2875 Broadway (between 111th and 112th), third floor 
Dial #11 to enter.

Questions? info@columbiaspectator.com
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Sports The volleyball team will try to 

build on its strong performance 
this past weekend when it takes 

on NJIT.

Page 7

A few members of the baseball 
team spent their summer 

honing their craft in various 
summer leagues.

Tomorrow

T h e  ta i lg at i n g 
ta l e s

B a r t
L o p e z

Can’t we 
all just get 

along? By Sarah Sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s soccer 
team looks to even its record when 
it hosts Iona on Tuesday night. On 
Friday, the Lions (1-2-0) won their 
first game of the season,  a four-goal 
shutout against Manhattan College.

In order to be successful against 
the Gaels (1-5-1), Columbia will 
need its offense to be consistent. 
The Lions scored only one goal 
overall in their first two matchups 
of the year, both of which resulted 
in losses. Columbia displayed a po-
tent offense against Manhattan, but 
head coach Kevin McCarthy found 
the Lions to be lacking intensity af-
ter their first goal of the game.

“I’ll never turn down an early 
goal, but sometimes you can be-
come a bit complacent after that,” 
he said on Friday.

Senior forward Sophie Reiser leads 
Columbia with three goals this sea-
son, all of which were netted against 
Manhattan. Along with Yale junior 
forward Becky Brown, she was named 
the Ivy League Women’s Soccer Co-

Player of the Week on Monday. In 
addition, Reiser was named the Big 
Apple Soccer.com Women’s College 
Player of the Week. Reiser has scored 
22 career goals for Columbia and is 
always a threat on the offensive end.

Senior defender Christina Eck-
hardt and junior defender Kelly 
Hostetler have also found the back 
of the net for the Lions this year, 
marking their first collegiate goals, 
while four players have been cred-
ited with assists for Columbia. 

The Lions should focus their 
defense on senior forward Mariel 
Pepe, who leads the Gaels with two 
goals this season. Three other play-
ers have scored one goal apiece for 
Iona. Columbia will look for an-
other great defensive performance 
from goalkeeper Lillian Klein, who 
blanked Manhattan on Friday. 

“She managed the game well,” 
McCarthy said. “Lillian expects to 
get shutouts, and she did.”

Columbia tries for its second 
victory of the year in its nonconfer-
ence matchup against Iona. Kickoff 
is set for 7 p.m. at Columbia Soc-
cer Stadium.

CU faces Iona in hopes of evening record
Light blue looks to build on strong performance against Manhattan

By Michele Cleary
Spectator Staff Writer

This Saturday 
begins the Ivy 
League field hock-
ey season with all 
eight teams com-
peting in a total of 
four games. Reign-
ing champion Princeton will be taking 
on Dartmouth—which finished third 
in the league last season—in its quest 
for its fifth consecutive league title.

The Tigers (4-0) are ranked sixth 
in the nation in the most recent 
Kookaburra/National Field Hockey 
Coaches Association poll, making 

them the only Ivy in the top 20. So 
far this season, Princeton has done 
everything to earn that ranking, de-
feating all four teams it has faced thus 
far, including No. 18 Ohio State and 
No. 3 Syracuse. Both of those games 
went into overtime, with the Tigers 
triumphing over the Buckeyes 5-4 
and the Orange 3-2.

Leading the Princeton offense is 
last year’s Ivy League Rookie of the 
Year, sophomore Kathleen Sharkey. 
Sharkey has 12 points so far this sea-
son with four goals and four assists. 
Katie Reinprecht, another sopho-
more and last year’s Ivy League Play-
er of the Year, is also a major con-
tributor to the Tiger offense with 10 

points (four goals and two assists). 
The Big Green (1-2) hasn’t had 

the same auspicious beginning as 
Princeton, dropping its first two 
games of the season before defeating 
Holy Cross 5-0 last Sunday. Dart-
mouth fell to Maine in its season 
opener, 9-4, and was then shut out 
by Providence 4-0.

Junior Rebecca Sobel is currently 
leading the Big Green offense with 12 
points, five goals, and two assists. Soph-
omore goalkeeper Meagan Vakiener has 
played for all 210 minutes so far this 
season and has made 36 saves while giv-
ing up 13 goals in the process.

Dartmouth will travel to New 
Jersey to face off against Princeton at 

noon on Saturday at the Class of ’52 
Stadium.

Cornell (4-0) will be looking to 
avenge its second-place finish last 
season when it kicks off its confer-
ence schedule against Penn this 
weekend. The Big Red finished with 
a 6-1 league record last season with 
its only loss against Princeton.

Cornell opened its season with 
back-to-back road victories against 
Davidson and Georgetown. The Big 
Red defeated the Wildcats 3-1 and 
the Hoyas 5-1. The Cornell team 
then returned home to score another 
pair of wins. The Big Red shutout 

Tigers begin campaign for fifth consecutive league title

File photo

Focusing on the goal  |  Senior forward Sophie Reiser will try to repeat her impres-
sive three-goal performance against Manhattan when the Light Blue takes on Iona.

Men’s basketball shakes up staff by hiring new assistant coach
Marlon Sears has joined the staff of the Co-

lumbia men’s basketball team as an assistant 
coach, replacing recently departed assistant 
Andrew Theokas, the Athletic Department 
has announced. Sears most recently served as 
an assistant coach at High Point University in 
North Carolina, where he worked for a year 
and a half as the recruiting coordinator.

He joins a program that, under head coach 
Joe Jones, has had its most successful run 
in nearly three decades. Over the past three 

seasons, the Lions have compiled an overall 
record of 42-43 and finished at 7-7 in the Ivy 
League each year.

Still, despite its improved performance, the 
Light Blue has had chances to finish with a win-
ning record entering the final weekend each of 
the past two seasons and failed to do so. Last 
year, the team moved within a game of first 
place after a win at Brown on Feb. 20 but then 
dropped four of its final five contests.

Jones pointed to Sears’s track record with 

winning teams and attracting strong recruits 
as a reason for hiring him.

Though High Point, a Division I school in 
the Big South Conference, went just 9-21 last 
season, Sears was an assistant at Wagner College 
in 2007-2008, when the Seahawks went 23-8.

Sears will be entering his ninth year as an 
assistant at the Division I level, having start-
ed at Binghamton before moving to Wagner, 
High Point, and now Columbia.

—Lucas Shaw

Around 
the 

League

“I oughta 
fucking 
shove 

this ball down 
your fucking 
throat!” Can 
anyone guess 
the speaker? If 
your first guess 
was Samuel L. 
Jackson, you 
would be wrong. 
Those beautiful 
words came from 
Serena Williams, 

and in a tennis match no less.
Before I go on, I need to address the 

question that all my fans are probably 
thinking—yes, I did start my very first 
sports column with a curse-filled tirade.  

Anyway, where was I? That’s right, 
Serena Williams yelling at a line judge 
until the linesperson tattled to the 
chair umpire. During the second set, 
and match point for Kim Clijsters, 
Williams was called for a line violation 
on a serve. Her f iery response earned 
her a second penalty, which cost her 
the point and the match. Williams 
received her f irst penalty after she 
totaled her racket with one mighty 
swing. Her display of rage, and I’m 
referring to the second, not the f irst, is 
a rare example of hostile player-umpire 
interaction in tennis.

Tennis stands apart from other 
sports that rely on officiating in that 
the umpires and players are physically 
separated.  Line judges stay far off to 
the side, and the head umpire sits in his 
royal high chair. In contrast, basketball 
referees run the court with the players 
and remain within feet of the action 
at all times. Football referees are so 
much a part of the action that they run 
the risk of landing on YouTube after 
being leveled by a charging lineback-
er. Baseball umpires, the home plate 
umpire in particular, are so close to 
the players that the two of them can be 
seen chatting between innings. 

This closeness does more than just 
keep umpires and players entertained 
during warm-ups.  The officials’ close 
proximity to the players builds a con-
nection that resembles a personal 
relationship more than a professional 
one.  This is most evident in the NBA, 
where players and officials are closer 
than sports highlights make it seem. 
For example, take a look at Spike Lee’s 
documentary on Kobe Bryant, titled 
“Kobe Doin’ Work.”  It’s an under-
statement to say Kobe likes to chit-
chat with the men in stripes. Chit-
chat, however, plays an important role.   
This close player-official relationship 
is necessary because it acts as a check 
for both parties. Players are less likely 
to threaten an official with a ball-relat-
ed death if the two share some history.

I can speak personally about player-
official relationships, as I played both 
baseball and basketball in high school 
for all four years. By the time I was a 
senior, I knew who the umpires and 
referees were, and they knew me. While 
we were far from friends, the officials 
and I formed a mutual respect for one 
another. As a result, I tried my best to 
swear less, and the officials let me get 
away with the cusses that slipped out.

In high school, the relationship 
helps prevent foul language. But on 
the professional level, where people’s 
careers can be affected by certain calls, 
this relationship prevents extreme 
outbursts of anger and violence. I can’t 
remember the last time an official was 
threatened so ferociously in any major 
sport in the United States. Would 
Williams have reacted the same way if 
she had formed a relationship with the 
linesperson? I would have to say no.

Tennis lacks this system of checks 
and balances, which can lead to the 
type of anger that Williams displayed 
in the semifinals match. To be hon-
est, I am a little surprised that some-
thing like this didn’t happen sooner. 
Who wouldn’t snap back at a person 
who calls out your mistakes from the 
safety of a tiny chair 20 feet away? 
In a competitive sport, emotions run 
wild, and all it takes is a wrong call to 
send someone over the edge. In this 
case, Williams sprinted over the edge. 
Anyway, I’m sure tennis officials are 
thinking about how to punish Williams 
to set an example for future players, 
but that’s not what needs to happen. 
Players and line judges need to find 
some common ground, perhaps through 
some quality bonding time. How about 
players and officials share a beer or two 
after each match? That could work.

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics-mathematics. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

File photo
Dodging the defense  |  Junior midfielder Julia Garrison will lead the Lions in their attempt to even their record at two and notch their first conference win of the 
season against Brown this Saturday at the Columbia Field Hockey Venue. The rest of the Ancient Eight will also be in action on Saturday, the first day of league play.

SEE FIELD HOCKEY, page 7
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