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GOING GLOBAL | Andronico Luksic, vice chairman of Banco de Chile, speaks at a ceremony announcing Columbia’s new center in Chile.

Two global centers slated as plans for Kazakhstan fade

BY MELISSA VON
MAYRHAUSER
Columbia Daily Spectator

Columbia will open two
more global centers this
school year, but plans for an-
other center have been put on
hold. Administrators say the
University is still developing
strategies for collaborating re-
search among centers and in-
volving undergraduates in the
University’s growing network
of international outposts.

In addition to a global cen-
ter in Santiago, Chile—which
was launched at a ceremony on
Tuesday—the University will
officially open international
outposts in Nairobi, Kenya
and Istanbul, Turkey within
the next six months, accord-
ing to Vice President for Global

Centers Ken Prewitt. Columbia
already has centers in Beijing,
Paris, Mumbai, and Amman,
in an ongoing initiative to fur-
ther Columbia’s global pres-
ence with satellite research
facilities.

There are also plans to start
a center in Rio de Janeiro, but
momentum for a center in
Kazakhstan—something ad-
ministrators have been dis-
cussing since late last year—has
ground to a halt.

“There was a major do-
nor who was interested in
[Kazakhstan], and that con-
versation is still ongoing, it
just didn’t materialize,” Prewitt
said. “We are hoping that that
donor will reengage this year.”

But even if Kazakhstan
becomes the location of
Columbia’s ninth global

center, finding ways to engage
undergraduates in the cen-
ters has been no easy task for
administrators.

“We hope undergraduates
will engage with us [in our
blogs] and start arguing with
us,” said Prewitt. “I'm going
to start a blog again as soon as
we get the site up on the ques-
tion of whether universities
should start thinking about a
fifth year.”

The global centers will be
open to students from all lev-
els of study, but Prewitt said
he hopes to reach out to under-
graduates online and through
programs specialized to their
interests, possibly an oft-dis-
cussed fifth-year study abroad
program.

This summer, Columbia of-
fered internship programs in

three of the locations, as well
as language, science, and archi-
tecture classes at the Amman
center, and the Paris center
is currently accepting appli-
cations for an undergraduate
research program. But even
as these programs get started,
the global center team has been
working to acquire the mone-
tary, legal, and administrative
means to work in each country.
“These are offices, basical-
ly, that make things happen,”
Prewitt said. “Look, there are a
lot of barriers to working over-
seas. ... You just can’t suddenly
pop up and say, ‘Guess what, I
want to open up a global center
and I want to rent space.”
Columbia recently reached
an agreement with the

SEE GLOBAL, page 2

Columbia holds onto

4th in nat’l rankings

US News & World Report places
Alma Mater just behind HYP

BY JORDAN FREISLEBEN
AND COLE RAINEY
Columbia Daily Spectator

For the second year in a
row, Columbia University was
ranked fourth by US News &
World Report in its annual
National University rankings.
Columbia has been climbing
national rankings for several
years—in 2008, the University
was ranked 10th.

Interim Dean of Columbia
College James Valentini said
that Columbia’s spot in the
rankings was a great present
in his second week as dean.

“We’re probably higher than
fourth,” he said. “We’re on the
rise.”

Valentini said he was es-
pecially proud to see that
Columbia came out on top for
faculty resources, a category
that includes class size, quality
of instruction, and accessibility
to students.

US News evaluates univer-
sities based on many criteria,
including endowment, accep-
tance rate, student-faculty ra-
tio, and financial resources.

“Everybody’s going to have
their own ranking based on
what environment and what
curriculum suits you,” Jocelyn
Bohn, CC 15, said. “Just be-
cause Harvard’s number one
doesn’t mean that their com-
munity vibe is what’s best for
you.”

Dean of Undergraduate
Admissions Jessica Marinaccio
wrote in a statement to
Spectator that the rankings
should not impact anyone’s
decision to apply or not apply
to Columbia.

“While we are aware that
students will use these rank-
ings as a guide, we hope they
will also visit our campus, talk

with current students, faculty,
staff, and alumni, and fully ex-
plore our academic and extra-
curricular opportunities to as-
sess whether Columbia is the
right fit for them,” Marinaccio
said.

Several students said they
don’t put much stock in US
News’ rankings.

“US News & World Report
judges things on a completely
arbitrary and superficial level.
I think if someone finds signifi-
cance to some kind of differ-
ence in being 7th or 4th, then
they probably don’t appreciate
the instruction they’re getting—
it’s like judging someone just
based on their SAT scores,”
Josh Arky, CC ’13, said.

“We’re probably
higher than fourth.
We’re on the rise.”

—James Valentini,
Interim Dean of Columbia
College

James Crandall, CC ’15, said
he doesn’t believe that the
rankings have any tangible ef-
fect on the quality of education
at the University.

“It’s about the prestige ... es-
pecially when you’re applying

for a job,” he said.
Last year, Columbia
College’s acceptance rate

dipped to a record low of 6.4
percent. Some students said
they believed the low accep-
tance rate would improve the

SEE RANKING, page 2

EcoReps roll out new
residential program

BY AMANDA EVANS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia  University
EcoReps are hitting the floor
with a new program that will
attempt to disperse environ-
mental coordinators through-
out residence halls. EcoReps
members say they hope to
recruit enough “ECOs,”
Environmental Community
Organizers, to place them on
most floors of most dorms, so
they can answer questions that
students may have about recy-
cling and living sustainably.

“In the past EcoReps
has had committees. We are
switching this year to be proj-
ect-oriented, and those who
are accepted to EcoReps can
choose to be involved in the
ECO liaison program,” Aida
Conroy, CC ’13 and EcoReps
president, said.

EcoReps, a student-run
group that organizes events
and starts initiatives to in-
crease sustainability options
on campus, started six years
ago and is run through Housing
Services.

Conroy said the program
would begin with a focus on
first-year dorms—specifically
Carman because of the addi-
tion of blue recycling bins to
all rooms.

The number of dorms and
floors that will have liaisons
depends on how many applica-
tions are received, said Conroy.

“It’s an appealing program

but can’t devote five hours,”
Conroy said. “It’s at minimum
a one-hour commitment, the
main requirements are just one
study break a month and being
able to answer any questions
residents may have about tap
water, energy, and light usage.”
Conroy and Louis Smith,
CC ’13 and co-president of
EcoReps, had worked on a pi-
lot program last year in John
Jay, where they held study ses-
sions, gave out organic snacks,
and had discussions with peo-
ple about green initiatives on
campus. Conroy said that they
found many students were very
disconnected from environ-
mentalism on campus.

“It is easy to live
sustainably, it is
just that people
don’t know how.
We would like to
change that.”

—Aida Conroy,
EcoReps President

As long as the liaisons are
proactive, Matt White, CC 15,
said he believes residential
communities will become more
eco-friendly.

Teachers College closes bookstore to free up space

BY EMILY NEIL
Spectator Staff Writer

The Teachers College
Bookstore shuttered its doors
four months ago, a move that
administrators hope will
bring TC students closer to
the University’s main campus
and help alleviate the school’s
space shortage.

“Senior leadership made
the determination, and the de-
cision, that it was no longer
financially viable to operate a
stand-alone bookstore at any
site, or that particular site,”
said Jim Gardner, the TC asso-
ciate vice president for exter-
nal affairs. “Affecting this deci-
sion was our recognition that
we needed more office space
for our faculty, and we needed
to bring more of our academic
operations ... closer to the core
of campus.”

As for plans for the emp-
ty space at 120th Street and
Amsterdam, Gardner said it
will be filled with administra-
tive offices of some sort, to en-
sure that classrooms and facul-
ty offices remain at the center
of the TC campus.

“Whatever moves to that va-
cant space will be administra-
tive space, because that loca-
tion we regard as the perimeter
of campus,” Gardner said.

Although the individual TC
bookstore is now gone, Gardner
said that Teachers College now
coordinates with the Columbia
University bookstore, located
in Lerner, so that TC students
can buy both textbooks and
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CLOSED FOR BUSINESS | The Teachers College Bookstore on 120th Street and Amsterdam

closed over the summer.

University bookstore.

“The only thing that has
been lost, if you want to call
it lost, is a matter of conve-
nience,” Gardner said, adding
that he has yet to hear com-
plaints from students.

TC students have said they
have mixed feelings about the
bookstore’s closing.

“I buy my textbooks on-
line,” Kathryn Minas, a new
TC student, said, adding that
she probably would not have
utilized the TC bookstore if it
was still there.

Another new TC student,
Leah Harrell, has encountered
difficulty with getting text-

“There was a miscommuni-
cation between Columbia book-
store and Teachers College,
and only certain [TC] classes
have textbooks available at the
Columbia bookstore,” Harrell
said, although she added that
she most likely would have pur-
chased her books online rath-
er than at the Columbia book-
store, even if they had been
available there.

Jennifer Herard, another
TC student, expressed concern
about losing the bookstore as a
representative display of TC’s
identity.

“I didn’t really buy books
there, but I thought it was nice

said, adding that it was a good
place to take visitors when they
came to look at the school.

Anna Park, a first-year doc-
toral student at TC, said she
was a little sad to see the store
go, as she considers it a TC
landmark but said the school’s
space crunch is a more impor-
tant problem.

“I definitely think we need
more classroom space,” she
said, adding that one of her
classes was held in a “closet
between staircases,” where all
the desks were left-handed.

Herard felt that having
a more tightly knit campus

for people who are interested SEE ECOREPS, page 2 TC paraphernalia at the main  books for her classes. to have our own bookstore,” she SEE TC, page 2
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Students have mixed reactions to ranking

RANKING from front page

school’s ranking, which is just
behind Harvard, Princeton,
and Yale.

“Didn’t we have a lower ac-
ceptance rate than Yale and
Princeton? So shouldn’t that af-
fect our rankings with them?”
Rob Cornacchia, CC’15, asked.

Some international students

said that the rankings informed
their perceptions of American
universities.

“I feel proud. I didn’t think
Columbia could be compared
to Harvard, Yale, or Princeton.
I'm from Korea, and there,
there’s the stereotype that
Harvard, Yale, and Princeton
are the top three and no one
can be compared to them, so

I'm satisfied that we’re number
four,” Sung Hwan, CE ’14, said.

Erica Bower, CC ’14, said
that she’s very proud of the
school’s ranking.

“It’s nice to know that we’re
at a school of that caliber,” she
said. “Once you factor in that
we’re in New York, I think
we’re number one.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Prewitt hopes to reach undergrads through
interactive blog, research opportunities

GLOBAL from front page

government of Kenya to open
a center in Nairobi, most likely
in March. This will be a region-
al center—students and faculty
members based in Nairobi will
conduct research in countries
across the continent, especially
within rural village areas.

“We’re working in 14 coun-
tries in Africa,” Belay Begashaw,
director of the Nairobi cen-
ter, said. “We do some sort of
development research work
on village levels in many of
these countries. We work with
600,000-plus communities di-
rectly so far, but starting from
next year, this number will be
increased to 10 million.”

Researchers at the Nairobi
center said they plan to share
their work with African
policymakers.

“We are synthesizing infor-
mation, experiences, and putting
it in such a way that it can be
palatable to policy makers and
communicate to government
ministers, prime ministers, and
presidents,” Begashaw said.

Begashaw said that this
new model for advising

policymakers, in addition to
Columbia’s previous work
in Africa through the Earth
Institute, the School of Public
Health, and the School of
Social Work, is what convinced
Kenyan leaders to welcome
Columbia.

“They have been getting
their advisers from organi-
zations like the World Bank,
IMF, and others, but over time,
African leaders are realizing
that none of these organizations
are politically neutral,” he said.
“So they tend to incline towards
hearing from apolitical systems
like the university systems.”

The on-campus opening
event for Columbia’s global
center in Istanbul will take
place in October and will be
followed by an official opening
gathering in Istanbul on Nov. 1.
The Istanbul center will focus,
at least at first, on journalism
and sustainable development.

Administrators envision a
network of global centers that
will allow for communication
among students and professors
from myriad corners of the
world. Ipek Cem Taha, the in-
terim director of the Istanbul

center, said students and fac-
ulty in Istanbul might work
most closely with their coun-
terparts in Amman and Paris.

“Amman and Paris would
initially be the main links, both
due to geography and also due
to Turkey’s shared heritage
and history, in Europe and the
Middle East,” Cem Taha said.

Prewitt pointed to how the
centers in Istanbul and Paris
could communicate about the
European Union and the cen-
ters in Istanbul and Amman
could share research about the
Arab Spring.

It remains to be seen how the
centers will communicate with
one another, but administra-
tors imagine a system in which
centers will freely share infor-
mation through video-chatting,
monthly online forums, and the
global centers’ website.

“We need to see how it will
all link, as it is not just a two-
way communication, but a
communication process with
multiple ports,” Cem Taha
said. “In a way it is unchartered
territory. In another way it is
learning at its best.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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UMBER ONE

is nothing to celebrate.

TC students, like others, mostly buy books online

TC from front page

would be beneficial, but that
there are changes beyond the
bookstore closure that the ad-
ministration must make for this
to occur.

“I feel like we are kind of
isolated here. We don’t re-
ally have many benefits from
the main Columbia campus,”
Herard said, mentioning

printing quotas in particular.
Park said that she hopes ad-
ditional trips to the main cam-
pus will encourage more com-
munication between schools.
“I feel like if we share re-
sources, it will be beneficial
for everyone,” she said.
Gardner said he hopes that
the decision to close the stand-
alone bookstore is one that
will help change the sense of

isolation some TC students
describe.

“We always put the needs and
concerns of our students and
faculty first, and we made this
decision with them in mind,”
Gardner said. “It’s about creat-
ing the synergy, when the faculty
and students are closer together,
and the spaces are contiguous.”

emily.neil
@columbiaspectator.com

Everyone always remembers the first time

SHABAN from back page

watching a player on his
debut is like meeting him
for the first time. It’s their
first impression of you, and
youw’ll both be sure to re-
member it. A dream debut
that gave me chills watch-
ing was Frederico Macheda’s
for Manchester United. A
17-year-old kid came off the
bench to score an injury-time
winner and put his team on
top of the table, from which
they never looked back. A
nightmare debut that still
makes me feel sorry for him
when I think about it was
Jonathan Woodgate’s for Real
Madrid. An own goal and red
card marked a day he wishes
he could forget.

In the past couple
years here, we’ve been
lucky enough to witness

some memorable debuts
of Columbia athletes. On
Halloween 2009, our quar-
terback, Sean Brackett,
started in place of the injured
Millicent Olawale and lit up
Yale for three touchdowns on
his first time out, only to see
the Bulldogs steal a victory by
one point in the last minute.
Last year, I witnessed Steve
Frankowski’s range for the
first time when he nailed five
3-pointers in seven minutes
and finished as the top scorer
against Maryland-Eastern
Shore in the men’s basketball
home opener. An impressive
full debut season belonged
to men’s soccer’s Henning
Sauerbier, so much that he
finished as Ivy League Rookie
of the Year.

This year will again mark
the debuts of a new class of
Columbia student-athletes.

You really shouldn’t miss the
chance to see some memo-
rable moments. And because
I’m shameless I’'m going
to plug our game tomor-
row night. Come to Baker
on Thursday at 7 p.m. to see
your men’s soccer team take
on Fordham!

As for my debut column,
I hope I left you satisfied. I
hope this wasn’t something
you just picked up one time,
one afternoon from a stand.
And T hope to see you again
soon (not too soon, though—
wait on it for about two
weeks).

Ronnie Shaban is a senior in
the School of Engineering and
Applied Science majoring in
mechanical engineering. He is
a member of the varsity men’s
soccer team.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

EcoReps liasons to teach sustainability from dorms

ECOREPS from front page

“If you have a person set a
group of standards for being
environmentally friendly and
have someone monitor it, it’ll
work as long as they are dedi-
cated to being able to enforce
the guidelines,” White said.

Sam Liu, CC ’15, however,
said he doesn’t think people
will go to the liaisons.

“I think people assume they
know how to recycle so probably
won’t really ask them any ques-
tions or for much help,” Liu said.

Conroy said that she and
her team are optimistic about

encouraging environmentalism.
“Itis easy to live sustainably,
itis just that people don’t know
how,” Conroy said. “We would
like to change that.”
Alex Ge and Grant Yuan con-
tributed reporting.
amanda.evans
@columbiaspectator.com
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Lonely Lions

PAUL HSIAO

While our former dean hosted “Tea with Dean Moody-
Adams,” she lamented that one of the biggest challenges
Columbia faces relative to other schools is the apathy of
its alumni. In her opinion, the alumni’s apathy is due to
the lack of support undergraduates felt and feel during
their time here. To paraphrase our outgoing dean: alumni
like their universities, but they love their colleges.

We may not do so well in terms of hap-
piness, but the same Daily Beast ranked

us number one in terms of stress.

This was not apparent until I visited another univer-
sity. While walking around campus, I noticed that the
students were happy: they were walking (not running)
to class, they had smiles on their faces, and a couple of
them came up to me and introduced themselves saying
that they hadn’t seen me before. Maybe I am exaggerat-
ing, but it was odd.

After I came back to Columbia, I realized that I was all
too used to the “Columbian indifference”: people on their
smartphones (I'm certainly guilty as charged) and third
lattes of the day, with smiles reserved for networking.
Jaded? Possibly. Though we rank fourth in the country
in terms of the best colleges, it came as no surprise to me
that good o]’ Alma Mater wasn’t even ranked in the Daily
Beast’s list of the happiest colleges in America. Columbia
needs to focus on the cohesiveness of its undergraduate
body with the faculty, administration, and University as
a whole at this turning point in its history.

Itransferred to Columbia from schools that were polar

opposites on the happiness scale: one was a school-spirit-
y prep school where students went to pep rallies even if
they weren’t interested in sports, and on the jaded end
was school in Maryland that, in my experience, oozed
negativity to the point that transferring was the only
option I had for maintaining my sanity. Columbia was
somewhere in the middle—it has proud individual stu-
dents but rarely a unified community. To me, Columbia
and its students were a pragmatic sort: people were never
“happy” but were “satisfied.”

I was told that: “When you come to Columbia, you’ll
find a lot of things to complain about.” The (perceived)
student and administration divide, the chance of food
poisoning while eating at John Jay, the fact that the un-
dergraduate class is split into four, the fact that stress is
something to be proud of, the fact that our most famous
alumnus refuses to acknowledge our existence, and the
fact that we are one of the “forgotten Ivies” (read: not
HYP) and have a chip on our shoulders as a result, are
just a few examples.

On an individual level, work and stress and all its
derivatives are supposed to toughen up the average
Columbian with the logic that what doesn’t kill you
makes you stronger: John Jay food will toughen your
stomach, Socrates said (I think) that work is done best
when it produces a result rather than reputation, and our
boy in the White House isn’t doing too hot right now. We
may not do so well in terms of happiness, but the same
Daily Beast ranked us number one in terms of stress.

A large part of this culture has to do with being in a
city—specifically New York City. It’s not a coincidence
that in the top 25 happiest schools, none of them are in
big urban environments. It seems as if happiness is tied
to community and that’s where Columbia stumbles.

Perhaps Columbia is a victim of its own success-a
rigorous academic environment may serve as a jungle
to each of the student-lions of Columbia. But remem-
ber, though the Lion may be fierce, noble, and brave, it
is constantly in competition with the other animals to
stay at the top.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring in
Economics. He is a multimedia associate for the Eye.

Keep the pages

he buzzword in government

this season is “austerity,” a
term I associate for some reason
with rationed portions of choco-
late and eggs, of meat packed into
jars, and the invention of spam.
But last week as the House recon-

vened after summer recess, Nancy AMANDA
Pelosi and John Boehner pulled GUTTERMAN
what appeared to be the “auster- The Far

est” move of all: cancelling the .

House’s page program. I think the Side of the
program is crucial in that the stu- Familiar

dents it graduates have a clearer

vision of the democratic process,

allowing them to inform, enrich, and properly disillu-
sion their college communities.

The page program in the House has existed in some
form almost since the legislature’s inauguration in 1789
allowing high school students the opportunity to work
directly with their representatives. Pages took notes,
carried messages, opened doors, fastened overcoats,
and awakened napping members of Congress before
an important vote. In the U.S. capitol shooting incident
of 1954, pages helped rescue several wounded repre-
sentatives. Congressional shootouts aside, this set of
experiences is undoubtedly a formative one. Illustrious
graduates of the page program include numerous
members of Congress and incidentally, Bill Gates.

(The clerk’s office confirmed that pages have attended
Columbia, though I couldn’t get them to release the
names for my article.)

Long story short, the program costs $5 million in
taxpayer dollars. On the other hand, President Obama
is hoping to pass a job creation bill worth $447 billion.
As far as austerity measures go, $5 million is a drop
in the bucket. No rations, no spam. And furthermore,
wealthy ex-pages have offered to pitch in to sponsor
the program—to no avail. It turns out there is an alto-
gether different reason the program was cancelled, and
it has very little to do with budget cuts.

Ex-page and law professor Jonathan Turley of-
fered the explanation on NPR: “Every ten or twenty
years, we have some member [of Congress] who tries
to molest or proposition a page.” Turley’s statement
has never felt truer than now, in the wake of the Mark
Foley and Anthony Weiner scandals. In her New York
Times op-ed, Maureen Dowd wrote a whimsical fare-
well to the pre-pedophilic Age of Innocence when
16 to 18 year-olds were safe on the floor of Congress.
But she missed the real question: if we can’t trust U.S.
Representatives with college- and pre-college-aged
kids, how can we trust them to run our country?

The answer is that we can’t, and ironically, that is all
the more reason why we need pages in the House. Let

me explain. Though I was never a page in Congress,
living in Washington D.C. gave me the opportunity to
visit the Capitol several times and witness congres-
sional debates in person. If not for that experience, I
would be utterly unable to imagine what is going on in
government these days. When you read that Congress
is in “gridlock,” you (or at least I, past tense) imagine a
crowded floor full of representatives locked in heated
debate. I envisioned something like the Roman Senate,
with everyone fairly old and wise and possibly wearing
togas. But this couldn’t be further from the truth.

When I visited Congress, if not for the bicamerally
huge white building, I would’ve thought I'd gotten off
the bus at the wrong stop. An important vote over a tax
bill was scheduled for that afternoon, but the floor of
the House of Representatives was almost completely
empty. A congressman tottered up to the podium and
read notes off a piece of paper into the microphone.
No one asked him any questions. Another congress-
man, opposing the bill, took the stage and read his pre-
scripted lines. Of the few people in the room, no one
seemed to be listening, preparing to respond, or taking
notes, except for the lonely stenographer.

Cancelling the page program dismiss-
es the last vestige of innocence, of
tradition, of the illusion that the
House works in the way we imagined.

The most important part of that day was not that
Congress struck me as particularly un-sexy. It was the
lingering feeling that the democratic process has de-
cayed. Gone is the era of passionate debate that might
change anyone’s mind. That day the representatives
were probably in their home states, selling themselves
to their constituents for the price of another term—
selling themselves as powerful voices in their legisla-
tive body. But no one there seemed active or engaged
to me—members skipped the debate entirely and cast
their votes remotely. And that, I think, is precisely
what high school and college kids need to see.

Cancelling the page program dismisses the last ves-
tige of innocence, of tradition, of the illusion that the
House works in the way we imagined. What we need is
not an austerity measure, but a healthy dose of disil-
lusionment. Otherwise how can we expect it to change
in the future? If Gates or one of his friends will cough
up the $5 million, there’s every reason to keep the page
program—on the house.

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia College junior
majoring in English. The Far Side of the Familiar runs
alternate Wednesdays.

Shop ‘til you Drop

degree of chaos and confusion is only to be expected

in the first few weeks of the semester. Courses that
we signed up for in the spring are overbooked or unex-
citing, classroom doors bang distractingly open and shut
throughout lecture.

Most undergraduates struggle to find spots in the
best classes, evaluate the workload, and judge professors
from the first few sessions. Armed only with reviews on
CULPA and incomplete course descriptions, students are
often forced to over-register for classes and then drop
them during the add/drop period. While registration
will never be trouble-free, there are some administrative
changes that could streamline the process.

While many of our peer institutions—including Yale,
Brown, and Harvard—have formal shopping periods that
allow students to attend classes before registration,
Columbia has no such policy. Instead, we must register
for classes and attend a lecture or two to receive the
syllabus. The problem with this system is that it leads
students to over-register for classes, taking spots from
students who are fully committed or need the class to
fulfill a requirement. The state of constant flux as class
sizes change dramatically over the first few weeks make
it hard for both students and teachers alike to settle in.

Logistical impediments make a formal shopping pe-
riod at Columbia unlikely. But with better information
including in-depth course descriptions, book lists, and
syllabi, students can choose their courses more judi-
ciously and thus minimize the turbulence of the first few
weeks. Under the Higher Education Opportunity Act,
professors are already required to post book lists and
their prices online before course registration, but few do
so. It’s reasonable to expect professors to post syllabi and
book lists in the few weeks before the fall semester, just
as students are expected to show up to class prepared
with reading done and homework in hand.

Otherwise, students have to scramble to buy the nec-
essary books under time pressure and often end up pay-
ing more than they would have if they had purchased
them online. The chief advantage of having syllabi posted
ahead of time is that it would allow students to make
informed decisions during registration—decisions they
can currently only make either through blind guesswork
or by sitting through a couple of classes to find out what
the course they’ve registered for is actually like. This ap-
proach is not ideal because it can force students to drop
a class and add another one that has begun. Requiring
that syllabi be posted before the semester begins would
also enable students to get a better sense of a professor’s
style and personality than the current system, wherein
the first class usually consists of a cursory introduction
of the material to come.

Engage with the Iliad

LAURA BOOTH

For some freshman, myself included, the Core was one
of Columbia’s most powerful attractions. As an applicant,
I read about partaking in this continuing tradition and
looked forward to getting to know my fellow classmates
over discussions of our first assignment, Homer’s “Iliad.”

But my experience, and the experience of other Core-
enthused freshman, has not, for the most part, been so
constructive. Instead, we have found reading one of the
great masterpieces of Western literature to be so bor-
ing a task, so deficient in the sensation of grandeur we
had hoped for, that many of us threw up our hands and
tossed the book aside. I think that our frustration with
the “Iliad” stems from our belief that, like more con-
temporary genres, the gratification of reading it would
be instant. We assume that no more is required of us
as readers than to simply slog through the story before
reaping the benefits of its message.

I think that our frustration with the
Iliad stems from our belief that, like
more contemporary genres, the grati-
fication of reading it would be instant.

Some of this impatience can be expected from a group
of people who knows the story of the “Iliad” cursorily
through the blockbuster, “Troy.” Despite its many inac-
curacies, the movie, with its visual depictions of battles
and purposeful casting, has a certain visceral appeal to
audiences that students might claim the book lacks.

I was surprised to find another connection to the
“Iliad” during NSOP week’s Performance Showcase,
when one act in particular caught my eye.

The Wushu group’s art, according to the Chinese
Students Club’s website, “is primarily a performing art
that emphasizes speed, power, flexibility, balance, and
looking unbelievably good. The history of Wushu traces
back to the early days of the People’s Republic of China
when the leaders decided to try to unify the hundreds
of styles of kung fu that existed back then.” The relevant
part of the routine featured two male performers silently
but violently arguing over one of the female members.
The rush of breath amongst audience members was au-
dible, the mounting tension palpable as the two male
fighters sparred, with one eventually earning the victory.

It may not seem obvious, but the Wushu’s routine,
which evoked such a potent response in all of us, es-
sentially tells the same story as Homer’s epic narrative.
The Iliad is, at its heart, the story of Paris and Menelaos’
battle over the beautiful Helen. Although the plot di-
vulges the details of other characters, many of those
are also centered on women-based conflicts. Achilles,
for example, refuses to take part in the war for most
of the book because Agamemnon takes his prize girl,
Briséis. While such objectification of women could be
considered offensive from a modern perspective, it is
also secondary to the element that makes these battles
exciting: heroic conflict.

Based on these examples, I think our appreciation of
“Troy” and the Wushu performance and our simultane-
ous irritation with the “Iliad” has less to do with the dif-
ferences in their subject matter and more to do with our
previously mentioned impatience as an audience. Again,
we know the story, and perhaps this colors our vision of
the book—it seems a simple enough tale, and shouldn’t
take more than 500 pages to explicate.

But such impatience isn’t justified in the context of
this great work. There is more to the “Iliad” than its
admittedly dry prose, and its sometimes difficult, name-
heavy passages. As we discussed in my first Literature
Humanities class, the “Iliad” as an epic poem was once
part of a vast oral tradition that has, miraculously, sur-
vived into the present. While “Troy” is part of a new
trend in retelling epics via film and the Wushu’s perfor-
mance gave us a brief look into the age-old traditions
of China, the “Iliad” gives us something deeper than
the instantly rewarding emotional reaction these genres
provide. It gives us an extensive description of heroic
conflict but requires that we are willing to participate
in order to be satisfied. And this was always the purpose
of the Core as I understood it: to enable students to en-
gage with the past by using it to understand the present.

So maybe the 500 plus pages could be exciting if only
we helped them along. And if it takes picturing Brad Pitt
as Achilles, so be it.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.
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PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

FULL MENU @ PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

TUESDAY NIGHT ® 152% or wcUID

(DINE-IN ONLY)

1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.) }
663-1708 ® 666-8051

JHHL

WEST SIDE MOVERS

B L TANTECT] WSS .

__CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

LARGE, SUNNY totally renov studio.
W 57 St/Columbus Circle. Luxury full
service co-op. $1795. By owner. (212)
397-0715.

BEAUTIFUL 4 BR, 3 full bath luxury
doorman condo with large corner LR,
kitch, w/d, roof deck. Hip, happening
area near subway, buses. 100 W119
St. Ask $4800. Call Hank Orenstein
at (646) 596-3005. Email: horentstein
@rubiconnyc.com. Photos: rubicon-
nyc.com/rentallistings.php.

EDITING & TYPING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, efc.).
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422,

HELP WANTED

CAMPUS BRAND REPS WANTED!
Promote leading fashion retailer by
hosting events on campus, while mak-
ing your own hours! Email SofiaL@
mryouth.com for mor info.

MOBIXPAY CAMPUS REP
Seeking smartphone and laptop sav-
vy rep to promote an innovative mo-
bile app that provides significant dis-
counts when patronozing local busi-
nesses. Must be articulate, well-or-
ganized and know the hot business-
es around CU, as well as the best
ways to reach CU students and em-
ployees. Paid on succes recruiting

new businesses and registered us-
ers. Previous experience selling pre-
ferred. Must be a go-getter. If inter-
ested, send resume to chickman@
mobixpay.com

SPERM DONOR

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Calll
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY
10016. (212) 779-3988.

$$SPERM DONORS WANTEDS$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift
of family through California Cryobank’s
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

MUSIC PROF WANTED
Assess the world shifting masterpiece
Nuclear Warrior. Will upgrade all mu-
sic schools. Email caljamscott@ya-
hoo.com

LOOKING —
FOR
SOMETHING?

Whny B ified?
spec €188

GoT

SOMETHING

854-9550 EEI.'I?

LANDMARK

GUENT ROOM

3041 Broadway
at 121* Street
NewYork, NY 10027

U N I O N Comfortable guest rooms within

tht: Sﬁ-lninar}"ﬁ u.-'a”':; meml L}‘ne

107% OFF IN-STORE PURCHASES

BOXES, DOLLIE RENTAL
AND MOVING SUPPLIES

963 COLUMBUS AVENUE | 212.874.3800

(BTWN. 107th & 108TH STREET)
WWW.WESTSIDEMOVERS.COM

best of old and new. Qur }leaﬁ:llul gar{]en is an 1deal

Thousands of college
students are addicted
tl:l thls Iurld IH put

d COITHIT

spot for strolling, reading, and meditation.

Union is just a short bus or cab ride away from all
the excitement that New York City has to offer.

Tel: (212) 280-1313 » Fax:(212) 280-1488

Visit us at: www.ulsnyc.edu

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Echited by Kich beorms and Jovee Michols Lewis
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SPORTS

The beginning
often means the
most in sports

You’ll always )

remember your el Ty

first. That’s the J )

beauty of a debut. .

Going through any e = b

initial experience Mg’ /

can range from a

blundering mess to a '

stimulating esca- RONNIE

pade. I'm hoping SHABAN

this column will be

closer to the latter. Squeaky
Yes, this is my

first time. So let’s B El m

get to know each Time

other before we

go any further. My

name is Ronnie and I’'m a senior in
SEAS—not that you’re interested in
that. I'll go through all of my writing
exploits and qualifications quickly.
None. Told you it would be quick.

So why are you a columnist, Ronnie?
The simple answer is it’s something

I wanted to do. For the past few
years, I’'ve made a habit of picking up
Spectator on a daily basis. Admittedly,
it has mostly been for selfish reasons,
as ’'m a member of the men’s soccer
team here and was only interested in
anything the paper had to say about
us. My eyes started to wander around
the sports section to check out the
happenings of other teams and even-
tually over to the left side of the back
page. The daily sports columns slowly
became the first thing I turned to.
That, along with my growing interest
in other sports journalism, eventually
led to this column.

T'll break it down with my first-ev-
er sports-to-real-life analogy. Imagine
you’re bored one summer, flipping
through the channels on your televi-
sion. You see two girls in short skirts
making some noises that catch your
ear, so you stop. It’s the French Open.
You watch a few matches and pick
up on the rules pretty quickly. You
start to recognize the best players and
their individual playing styles. Ads for
Wimbledon are on every commercial
break, so you naturally tune into that
too. Soon enough you’re even watch-
ing matches on the US Open Series—
not even a major—during the summer.
You finally work up enough courage
pick up a tennis racket, call a buddy,
and head to your neighborhood court.
That’s essentially what this column is.
I’'m picking up a tennis racket. (I may
or may not have actually carried out
this tennis analogy in real life as well.)

Although my writing credentials
are virtually non-existent, I would
bet my knowledge of Columbia
sports could rival anyone’s here on
campus (if it weren’t a compliance is-
sue). Spending nearly four years im-
mersed in the men’s soccer program,
and subsequently the entire athletic
department, will have that side-ef-
fect. I do have to alert you, though—
my sports knowledge is a bit like the
great Diego Maradona (sports-to-
real-life analogy number two!). No,
it’s far from the best of all time, but
it’s like Maradona in that soccer for
me is like his left foot to him and
other sports his right foot, head, and
even hand. Nearly all of his greatness
came from his favored left foot—but
he was certainly capable of playing
with everything else as well.

My first experience with
Columbia sports was my own debut.
It was a preseason scrimmage up at
Dartmouth in 2008, meaningless to
even some of the people involved, but
for me that game has had more of an
impact than any other I've played.

I was on the bench for the first 20
minutes until a senior member of our
team went down and let out a horrify-
ing shriek. He lifted up his leg toward
the sideline so we had a perfect view
of his leg bending where legs aren’t
supposed to bend. That break sig-
naled the end of his career and the
start to mine. Without any unneces-
sary hyperbole, I was nervous. Fast
forward a couple weeks and there was
my home debut at the beloved Baker
Field. We unbelievably beat No. 7 UC
Santa Barbara 3-1, a result I still, to
this day, can’t fathom.

I could bore you to death with
details of each and every minute from
those games because I still remem-
ber them vividly. That’s how much
debuts mean to athletes. Arguably the
greatest goalkeeper in the world right
now, Iker Casillas, summed that up
brilliantly on Monday. He celebrated
the 12-year anniversary of his Real
Madrid debut by claiming it was his
greatest football memory. That comes
from a man who lifted the European
Championship and World Cup as
the captain of his country. For fans,

SEE SHABAN, page 2
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WHEN IT RAINS IT POURS | Columbia’s defense—due in part to Nick Faber’s efforts—has held strong, allowing the Lions to score first in two overtime contests.

Men’s soccer learning the art of the golden goal

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When junior forward Will Stamatis
took off his shirt and flipped in the air
after scoring a sensational overtime
winner against Sacred
Heart 10 days ago, some
members of the cur-
rent senior class of the
men’s soccer team found
themselves looking back
on their time here. It
wasn’t senioritis that
made them reminisce, but the fact that
the Light Blue (3-1-1) had not tasted vic-
tory in an overtime contest since Sept. 23,
2009 when it defeated Bryant 2-1 after
Bayo Adafin, CC ’10, scored the winner
less than three minutes into overtime.

For the current senior class on the
team, overtimes have not gone well for the
Lions: They have lost six, drawn five, and
won only two overtime contests in their
time here prior to this season. College soc-
cer in the United States uses the golden
goal rule, which means that the first goal
scored in overtime seals a win.

Columbia head coach Kevin Anderson
doesn’t feel that overtime should be used
to settle contests.

“I think it’s kind of silly,” he said.
“They should consider removing it, as
you know if you go away from home
against a quality team and get a draw,
sometimes that’s a very good result.
However, if you go into overtime and you
lose, it’s still a loss. Whether you lose in
overtime or you lose 10-0 it counts as the
same thing. I'm not a big fan, but those
are the rules.”

The 2011 season is Anderson’s third
at the helm, and it’s often said that the
third time’s the charm. There seems
to be some truth to that in the world
of the Light Blue, as the team is treat-
ing overtime differently this year. In
the past few years, the Lions have not
been adept when it comes to winning

IN
FOCUS

games in overtime, but if the start of
this season is anything to go by, that
is certainly a trend that they seem to
be reversing. After the winner against
the Pioneers, Stamatis made ittwoina
matter of days when he scored another
overtime winner against Saint Peter’s.
And this weekend in Albuquerque, the
Lions held off Missouri State to set-
tle for a goalless draw after overtime,
making it a string of six games since
they lost a match in overtime.

Anderson highlighted the team’s
approach to overtime and credited the
squad’s improved experience.

“It’s a good thing that we haven’t
[conceded in overtime this year],”
Anderson said. “We have a good ap-
proach to overtime, similar to last year,
but we have more experience this year.
‘We manage even 90 minutes better than
we did last year and I think that comes
down to experience and maturity that
our guys now have.”

Senior center-back Nick Faber, a part
of the Light Blue defense that has been
stellar in overtime, echoed Anderson’s
thoughts about overtime.

“I think we just try to stay as focused
and as mentally and physically sharp as
during the first 90 minutes,” he said. “I
think one of the things this year is that
we’re just a much more experienced
group, and we’ve been through our share
of overtime games. And it’s a learning
experience, you know? Since we’re a
more senior team, we’ve become better
at playing overtime.”

While the Lions are solid at the
back, in Stamatis, who has three goals
already this season, they’ve found
someone capable of doing the damage
at the other end. The BigAppleSoccer.
com’s Player of the Week has three
goals already this season and will be
looking to add to that when the Lions
take on Fordham later this week.

“I think we’re still figuring out things
within the system with these couple

Men's Soccer Overtime Games

YEAR

OVERTIME RESULTS

SEASON RECORDS

Marquette 0-0 *
La Salle 2-71*
Quinnipiac 7-2 *
LIV O-7*
Adelphi 7-2

Bryant 2-1
Fordham 7-7*
Brown 1-2
Harvard 7-2
Cornell 0-1

Hartwick 2-2 *
Yale 0-0*
Cornell 0-0 *

Sacred Heart 2-1
Saint Peter's 2-1
Missouri State 0-0 *

The Lions have recorded as many overtime wins this year as they

B win

n did in the past three seasons combined.
TIE

W Lose *Double overtime

Sll=]

(in progress)

games,” Stamatis said. “To be honest it’s
a bit of a numbers game. We’re staying
committed to our game plan as much
as we can and many times the other
team will slip up and give us an oppor-
tunity. Mazzullo was winning headers
the whole time against St. Peter’s and
it was only a matter of time before one
fell in the right place for me to get a
shot away. And against Sacred Heart,

GRAPHIC BY STEPHANIE MANNHEIM

we kept working the ball down the line
and getting crosses in, and then Naj
[David Najem] got his head on one that
gave me a chance. So it’s just a matter
of us consistently working, and, it’s a
numbers game so if we keep creating
chances some will go in.”

The Lions are back in action against
the Rams this Thursday at 7 p.m. at
Columbia Soccer Stadium.

Four games in, two women’s soccer teams remain undefeated

BY HANNAH STEINHARDT
Columbia Daily Spectator

After another weekend of action,
Penn leads the standings for wom-
en’s soccer as it extended its winning
streak to four. The Big
Red are winless and re-

main last. AROUND
THE
LEAGUE

PENN

With four games un-

der their belt, the Quakers (4-0) con-
tinue to impress. Against Villanova,
Penn scored its only goal in the sec-
ond half for a 1-0 win. Then, in a game
against Saint Joseph’s, the Quakers
won again in a second shutout, 2-0.
Next up, the team will travel to Virginia
to take on James Madison.

BROWN
The Bears (3-0-1) opened up their
season with three wins and one draw,

making them the other undefeated
Ivy. Brown defeated Liberty 1-0 on
the opening day of the Liberty Cup
Invitational. In the Bears’ home open-
er, the team battled Vermont to a 1-1 tie
after double-overtime. The season con-
tinues this week when Brown takes on
New Hampshire.

CORNELL

The Big Red (0-4) is struggling
as its season begins. In the first four
games, the team suffered four tough
losses, and has failed to score in three
contests. In its home opener against
No. 3 University of Maryland, the Big
Red held the Terps to one goal until
the final 21 minutes of play, when un-
defeated Maryland pulled away, scor-
ing three times. Cornell’s four-game
home stand concludes this week with
a game against Binghamton.

HARVARD
In the Crimson’s home opener

against Elon, Harvard (3-1-0) scored
the game-winning goal in the 87th
minute for a 2-1 win. The team contin-
ued its winning streak at home, beat-
ing Massachusetts and Connecticut.
Crimson freshman Lauren Urke was
awarded Ivy League Co-Rookie of the
Week for her performances in all three
games of the team’s home stand. The
Crimson make a short trip across the
Charles this week to take on Boston
University.

YALE

The Bulldogs (1-2-2) began the sea-
son on a strong note, defeating Marist
2-0 in their home opener in the Yale
Soccer Classic. Yale ended the Classic
in first place, winning the tourna-
ment after a scoreless game against
Providence. The Bulldogs suffered
two losses on the road immediately
following the tournament, but they
return home later this week to play
Quinnipiac.

PRINCETON

The Tigers (1-3) opened the sea-
son in California losing to Long
Beach State and Cal State Northridge.
Princeton returned to the East Coast
anxious to rack up its first win and
was successful against Villanova.
Junior Jen Hoy was named Ivy league
Player of the Week and freshman
Lauren Lazo was named Ivy League
Co-Rookie of the Week as a result of
their play against two tough oppo-
nents, Seton Hall and Villanova. The
Tigers will play their home opener
this weekend against La Salle.

DARTMOUTH

In its home opener against Vermont,
the Big Green (1-3) earned its first win of
the season, 2-1. Dartmouth has yet to be
successful on the road, having been shut
out by Texas A&M, Texas, and Rutgers.
The Big Green travels this week to con-
front Boston College in the hope of ac-
quiring its first win away from home.
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