
Let common folk play

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Staff Writer

A New Yorker can dream, 
right?

The Institute for Urban 
Design is soliciting ideas from 
city residents about how spe-
cific places in all five boroughs 
can be improved—and sugges-
tions have ranged from the ag-
ricultural to the fantastical. 

According to Brendan 
Crain, program coordinator 
at the Institute, over 250 sub-
missions have been received so 
far. On the Upper West Side, 
residents have asked for emp-
ty retail space to be filled with 
mom-and-pop businesses, and 
in West Harlem requests have 
been placed for an open-air 
market.

Those suggestions are in 
line with typical concerns 
in the neighborhood. West 
Harlem residents have often 
called parts of their neigh-
borhood a “food desert,” and 
Upper West Side residents—
with the advent of complexes 
like Columbus Square—have 
both bemoaned and celebrat-
ed the increase in chain stores 
like Michael’s and Sephora.

But other suggestions were 
more whimsical: a hot air 

balloon ferry to take commut-
ers from Brooklyn to Queens, 
for example.

Residents can submit sug-
gestions during the first stage 
of the project, called By the 
City/For the City, through this 
Saturday, April 30.

“We’re asking New Yorkers 
to submit anything from very 
local things, from dangerous 
intersections, to rundown 
parks, to transportation across 
the city,” Crain said. “We want-
ed to try to gather a really wide 
range of ideas from people all 
over the city to gather sites.”

Whether or not the open-air 
markets—or hot air balloons—
will ever become reality is less 
certain. The proposals will be 
compiled in a publication that 
will be a part of Urban Design 
Week in September, but the 

Institute has no specific plans 
to implement the proposals. 

Still, Crain said the compe-
tition could spark interest in 
making real changes.

“It’s an ideas competition,” 
he said. “But hopefully, things 
could evolve.”

The Institute, an organiza-
tion which offers lectures and 
publishes criticism of urban 
design, wanted a more commu-
nity-oriented approach than 
other design competitions, in 
which local support is solicited 
only at the end of a project.

“We’re assuming that the 
sites that have the most com-
munity support and interac-
tion … will be more likely to 
draw attention in that [second] 
phase,” Crain said. 

As for other ideas, Upper 
West Side resident Daniel 
Cuff said “more green space” 
would be nice, and Harlem 
resident Paul Oviero said bet-
ter bike paths are a necessity 
in Manhattan. But other sug-
gestions go beyond urban de-
sign—like Harlem resident 
Victor Martinez’s one request 
for his city.

“Friendlier cops, ones that 
you’re not afraid of,”  he said.
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Next stops on Columbia’s mis-
sion of going global: Africa and 
South America.

The University’s next global 
centers will open in Santiago, 
Chile and Nairobi, Kenya. The 
Santiago center will open as ear-
ly as this summer, and the Kenya 
center could open within the next 
academic year, officials said.

With the opening of those two 
sites, the University’s goal is hav-
ing seven functioning global cen-
ters in the next academic year—a 
clear sign that Columbia’s interna-
tional presence is growing rapidly.

The University already has 
centers in Paris, Mumbai, Beijing, 
and Amman, with a center in 
Istanbul expected to open in the 
fall. There are also centers planned 
for Rio de Janeiro and Kazakhstan.

The centers will serve as loca-
tions for undergraduates to study 
abroad, intern, and complete re-
search projects.

Plans for the Santiago and 
Nairobi centers are still in flux, and 
Vice President for Global Centers 
Ken Prewitt said that Columbia is 
working to build ties with Kenya’s 
government to get the Nairobi cen-
ter open. 

Officials are currently in the 
process of negotiating a document 
with the Kenyan government that 
would give Columbia special sta-
tus in the country, including the 
right to not pay customs duties and 
more freedom in determining sal-
ary structures.

“It’s important because if it 
does get signed—and we fully 
expect it to be signed … it gives 
Columbia kind of a particularly 
important status within the law 
of Kenya,” Prewitt said.

New global 
centers 
planned 
for Chile, 
Kenya
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NIGHT-SWIPING |  Officer Palmer, above, says he tried a five-hour energy drink once, at a student’s suggestion. He didn’t care for it. 

Columbia’s varsity athletics crowd 
our gyms and courts. 

Proper reminiscing

The Light Blue will wrap up its 
season against Penn this weekend 
as it says goodbye to nine seniors, 
including pitching stars Geoff 
Whitaker and Dan Bracey.

Baseball completes 
season this weekend 

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 2 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

70°/ 50°

Tomorrow

67°/ 52°

Columbia’s oldest performing arts tradition, with shows on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday.

Roone Arledge Auditorium, 8 p.m. Friday to Sunday, 2 p.m. Sunday

Members will be collecting shampoo, body wash, and other items to benefit 
Harlem women’s shelters.

Lerner ramps, 12-4 p.m.

117th Annual Varsity Show

Alpha Chi Omega Toiletries Drive

Santiago center 
may open over 
summer

Kathryn Brill is nostalgic, but not 
without purpose. 

EcoReps to provide free drying racks next year
BY KARLA JIMENEZ

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia EcoReps want 
students to hang every-
thing out to dry—except the 
environment.

Next year, students will be 
able to request complimentary 
drying racks from the EcoReps, 
to cut the energy used by 
dryers. 

After a successful pilot pro-
gram last year in the Living 
Learning Center, Stephen 
Yang, SEAS ’11 and outer co-
coordinator in EcoReps, said 
the group decided to expand 
the program to the rest of 
campus.

 Emlyn Resetarits, CC ’12 
and head of the energy com-
mittee in EcoReps, said the 
idea originally came from stu-
dents who saw residents in 
GreenBorough, the special in-
terest brownstone for sustain-
ability, using them.

“We all have these drying 
racks and people would come 
over and see them,” Resetarits 
said. “They’d get envious that 
we didn’t have to pay for them.”

The program will kick off 
next year, but advertising for 
the program has already begun.

“We think it’ll be successful 

now that we’ve put posters in 
each of the laundry rooms,” 
Yang said. He added that the 
group felt the success of the 
pilot program guaranteed that 
there would be student inter-
est. The racks will be loaned to 
students for one year. 

Resetarits, who has now 
taken charge of this program, 
said that they decided to start 
next year, instead of this se-
mester as they had planned, 
because financing took longer 
than expected.

“The drying racks and post-
ers … were bought too late in 
the semester for the program 
to be very feasible this year,” 
Reseratis said. “However, the 
posters are up to hopefully 
raise interest and awareness 
of the program.” 

Fifty racks have been 
bought, which adds to a few 
that were left over from the 
pilot program, she said.

“Dryers consume more en-
ergy than any other appliance,” 
Zac Accuardi, SEAS ’11 and 
member of the Green Umbrella, 
said. “There’s no such thing as 
an energy star dryer.”

Accuardi explained that 
dryers convert chemical en-
ergy to mechanical energy to 
electrical energy, which then 

provides heat. Each step has an 
efficiency loss, so what starts as 
100 units of energy might end 
up as only 30.

The drying racks might im-
prove more than just the envi-
ronment though.

“It gives students an option 
and it saves the quality of your 
clothes,” Yang said. “It covers 
all aspects—environmental and 
economic.”

Resetarits agreed that, in ad-
dition to helping the environ-
ment, she thinks students will 
like the option of saving money.

“I think students will be ex-
cited at the option to dry their 
clothes for free,” Resetarits said.

But D.J. Dlesk, CC ’14, said he 
doesn’t think he’d have enough 
space in his room for a drying 
rack.

“Would it be big enough for 
all of my clothes?” Dlesk asked 
as he paid for his dryer machine 
in Carman basement. “It doesn’t 
seem convenient [the racks]... I 
usually do all my laundry in be-
tween activities.”

“There’re some things that 
make less sense to use a drying 
rack for,” Accuardi said. “It’s not 
really practical to dry a sheet on 
a drying rack.”

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com

BY SONALEE RAU
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Vanessa Huntley might 
have one of the strangest sleep 
schedules at Columbia. She 
rarely sees the sunshine any-
more and says she enjoys the 
moon’s glow and the eerie calm 
that falls over the lawns in the 
wee hours of the night.

She works Public Safety’s 
graveyard shift along with a 
number of other vigilantes, 
who keep watch over the cam-
pus while some sleep, some 
party, and others finish term 
papers. 

Huntley said she has 
learned to take pleasure in the 
simple things as a late-night 
Public Safety officer—for ex-
ample, selectively signing in 
students to East Campus.

“That’s the best part of 
working at EC. Crowd control! 
You’re going to get that regu-
lar intox on weekends, that’s 
nothing new,” she says, waving 
away the suggestion that EC is 
a challenging dorm to work in. 
“I worked EC last night and it 
was very nice. They’re all se-
niors. Not that juniors aren’t 
nice!” 

Fellow Public Safety officer 
Dwight Palmer said he enjoys 
making conversation with stu-
dents and looking out for the 
ones he knows. 

“I’m a talker myself,” he 
says as he waves cheerfully 
to a student swiping into the 
dorm around midnight. “You 
guys are very smart. Some of 
you have a very high IQ, so 
to speak, though you don’t 
show it,” he chortles, calling 
Columbia “a landmark” of ed-
ucation, where he gets to in-
teract with “future CEOs [and] 
senators” in the making.

Palmer, who has been at 
Columbia “about 180 days,” 
works the 11:45 p.m.-6:45 a.m. 
shift five days a week. “My 
hours can become difficult at 
times, but you adjust to it,” he 
says, with a cheerful smile.

Students are always courte-
ous, if not friendly, he says. 

On the Upper West 
Side, residents have 
asked for retail 
space for mom-and-
pop businesses.

Institute collects ideas for improvements

“When they sign in their boy-
friends they say ‘hello,’ when 
they sign in their girlfriends they 
say ‘hello.’”

However, there are times 
when some are in no shape to 
carry on a conversation.

During the night shift, “the 
most interesting experiences are 
... the ones who are really intoxi-
cated. Friday night and Saturday 
night, those are the drunken 
nights. As Public Safety officers, 
a lot of times we have to inter-
vene to try to ... have them report 
to the dean on Monday morn-
ing,” Palmer says with a nod.

Huntley says her interactions 
with intoxicated students are 
mostly positive. 

“I had a student in Hartley. 
It was her birthday. She was so 
funny. She had EMS laughing!” 
Huntley recalls.

But Palmer said Public Safety 
officers are often quick to worry. 

“A guy’s drunk? C’mon, you 
gotta learn to handle your li-
quor. But when you see a fe-
male ... [I] don’t like to see that 
part. Anything can happen,” he 
says.

Palmer says one of the most 
entertaining parts of the job is 

witnessing kids signing in their 
parents embarrassedly after 
he’s seen them walk in drunk 
the night before. “All the time, 
all the time,” he chuckles.

He said he has seen many 
of the students with whom he 
has formed close bonds re-
ceive treatment from Columbia 
University Emergency Medical 
Services. Palmer said he recalls 
one incident in particular, in-
volving a student with whom 
he used to speak with every 
morning. 

“I see this particular stu-
dent in the back of the ambu-
lance and I said, ‘Oh no, not 
you!’” Every day after that, he 
said, “I would whisper to him, 

‘Are you OK?’”
Huntley says she shares 

Palmer’s affinity for the 
students. 

“I love the students from all 
over the world. I look out for 
all the students. They’re my 
best friends,” she says.

She’s quick to identify 
her favorite part of the job. 
“Meeting students of differ-
ent ethnic backgrounds, differ-
ent heights, different weights, 
all walks of life,” Huntley said 
with a chuckle after entering 
Furnald around 1:00 a.m. to be-
gin her shift.

“Each night for me is a 
different assignment—I love 
my schedule. For example, 
Journalism, I just checked the 
labs... only one student there,” 
she says. In a span of three min-
utes, Huntley receives several 
phone calls and walkie-talkie 
pages—she leans in to “listen 
to base to see if anything’s 
happening in Southfield that 
I should know about.”

Huntley says that despite 
the odd hours, she’s never 
dozed off during her shift. 

“Sometimes I drink coffee 
if I’m desperate. I might sip on 

a five-hour energy drink,” she 
confesses with a guilty smile. 

Palmer said he tried one 
once at a student’s suggestion 
but wasn’t impressed. 

Huntley says she has found 
ways to pass the time during 
the night shift. 

“I sneak and read the New 
York Times,” she says, add-
ing that all Public Safety of-
ficers read the Times as well 
as Spectator. “I clean, clean 
my area at night. I make my-
self useful,” she says. She 
used to clean the windows in 
the Public Safety booth at the 
end of College Walk when she 
worked there.

The only pastime she es-
chews completely is midnight 
snacking. 

“I’m burning calories at 
night!” she says with a confi-
dent laugh.

So when does the going get 
tough?

“When it hits about 4:00, 
4:15, 4:30.” Palmer pauses. 
“5:45, 6:30... and then your su-
pervisor comes in to check if 
you’re awake,” Palmer says. 

sonalee.rau
@columbiaspectator.com

“I sneak and read 
the New York 
Times”
—Vanessa Huntley, on how 

to stay amused during the 
graveyard shift.   

SEE GLOBAL, page 5

On night 
shift, lots 
of laughter, 
bit of coffee, 
o≈cers say



BY MICHAEL HOGAN

I would like to suggest that our intercollegiate sports pro-
gram go small time for three reasons.

First, we don’t have the space for a big-time program. I 
got here at the beginning of 1984. Columbia 
had just become co-ed and had no women’s 
basketball team or volleyball team. The ex-
istence of these teams has greatly increased 
the demand for space by the sports program, 
while the space has not increased at all. I be-
lieve that the amount of time an individual 
program spends in the gym has increased as well. Certainly, 
men’s basketball did not have organized year-round workouts 
at the time, and I don’t recall ever finding the baseball players 
occupying the gym.

We have lost other recreational resources besides the gym 
time which has gone to the varsity program. For example, the 
tennis courts on top of Levien, which were crummy eyesores, 
were better than nothing; the lap pool, which used to be more 
or less always available has been turned into the varsity ath-
lete’s weight room; the center court of Levien has been per-
manently reserved for varsity athletics. I believe that some of 
the rooms around the track in the blue gym which are now 
dedicated to crew were once open. 

Places that have big-time athletic programs have dedicated 
facilities for varsity athletes, or, from a different point of view, 
they have dedicated facilities for the rest of the university. But 
Columbia’s facilities are not good. They would not be great 
if they were devoted solely to either purpose. There aren’t 
enough of them for both of us. This problem is exacerbated by 
an apparent effort to derive more revenue from the facilities 
by booking fee paying groups whenever the gym threatens to 
become available. Among these, for example, are the “cubs 
camp” program, skills camps , and the AAU tournament that 
was in there last weekend.

Second, we’re not good at varsity athletics. When I came 
here 27 years ago, there was hope that Columbia could build 
at least a consistently strong men’s basketball program. We 
still have that hope.

Third, sports are a bad fit with Columbia and New York 
City. I am sure that big game day contributes a lot to the culture 
in Bloomington, Indiana.  But this is not Bloomington, Indiana. 
This is the most exciting city in the world. If we manage to 
persuade students to spend their autumn Saturdays getting 
loaded in a parking lot and watching a little football instead of 
studying, going to the Met, the opera, or the various exciting 
clubs and neighborhoods in NYC, I do not think we will have 
done them a service. Compared to the academic opportuni-
ties offered by Columbia, and the cultural and entertainment 
opportunities offered by the city, even a successful sports pro-
gram would not add much.

So my concrete suggestions are: Cut one or two of those 
space-eating winter programs, get the athletes in and out of 
the gym in two hours, and, only in season, make the outdoor 
sports play outdoors.  Levien should be partitioned by taking 
the management of the recreational facilities away from var-
sity athletics (I don’t know who nominally does this, but it is 
clearly in their hands). 

It is my belief that amateur sports (real amateur, not the 
pros who are paid in services they don’t much want) are com-
munity builders. They bring together people from all parts of 
the University, and these people get to know each other, unlike 
in the fan experience.  I believe that Columbia has crowded 
out its pickup athletes. I would like to see the balance changed 
in favor of the recreational athlete.

What is to be gained is a somewhat better student (and 
faculty) experience. Many very good schools have low-key 
athletic programs: MIT, Williams, NYU.  They are not suffer-
ing for applicants.  One assumes that their alumni are at least 
normally devoted. What’s to lose?

The author is a Lecturer in Discipline and director of the 
Actuarial Science Program in the statistics department. 

Everything you could possibly care about is occurring 
this weekend— Bacchanal, Varsity Show, KCST’s outdoor 
Shakespeare production, and Holi. Unlike many sleepy week-
ends at Columbia, this weekend you’re going to have plenty 
of social options to choose from.

As the perfumed, grassy air wafts across campus on 
Saturday afternoon, it may become increasingly difficult to 
decide which event to attend.

Bacchanal promises Butler dwellers a break before return-
ing to an even faster-paced cram session. As thousands of 
students are expected to attend, Bacchanal will be the largest 
event of the year, helping to create a sense of campus commu-
nity rarely felt at Columbia —apart from the solidarity we feel 
in suffering through exam sessions together.

Earlier this week students received an email saying that 
Bacchanal would be moved from its usual location—the Steps—
to the lawn in front of Butler. Naturally, our first thoughts were 
“Oh no! What about the lawns!?” but it appears that Columbia 
is forgoing its fondness for foliage by allowing Bacchanal to 
take place on the grass. This is a step in the right direction, and 
we hope that the administration and the lawns will continue 
to have an increasingly healthy, productive relationship.

Snoop might be allowed to break all the rules, but Columbia 
students most certainly my not. An email from the Dean of 
Community Development and Multicultural Affairs reminded 
students not to bring glass bottles (they didn’t say anything 
about plastic, right?), backpacks (hipsters: get those messenger 
bags ready), and hookahs (a constant presence on our campus 
approximately zero days a year).We wonder how the Dean 
of Green Lawns will manage to restore the precious strips of 
grass after students trample his young  emerald blades with 
their flip-flops and sweaty bodies.

As you contemplate how to best sneak your friend from 
NYU into campus or that six-pack into the folds of your 
clothes, remember this—we’re all going to drop it like it’s hot 
this Saturday. 
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I was walking around campus at 
the beginning of this week, trying 

to come up with a deep philosophi-
cal premise for this column, when 
I was stopped in my tracks by what 
might be one of the saddest sights on 
Columbia’s campus. Yes, the bleach-
ers are being assembled, bringing 
with them the unmistakable scent of 
graduation. I’ve been trying to carry 
on with business as usual, going about 
my daily activities as if it were still the 
beginning of the semester, and maybe 
you have too. But it’s time to face the 
truth: We can’t hide from the end of the year anymore. 
It’s coming for us.

My first reaction to the end of the year is usually deni-
al or disbelief. Wasn’t it just yesterday that I was studying 
for midterms? But once I finally realized that I can’t stop 
time and that, like it or not, Columbia will kick us out in 
a little less than three weeks, I started to become nostal-
gic. There’s an almost universal impulse, when endings 
roll around, to look back on what’s happened to us dur-
ing that time and try to make some sense of the tangle of 
events, impressions, and feelings. The seniors are feeling 
this more than any of us, of course, but to some extent 
all of us are starting to get wistful about our lives here 
and the things that happened to us this year. Things like 
Spectator Senior Columns and Bwog’s Senior Wisdom 
feed off this impulse, although any genuine reflection—as 
opposed to joking around—is likely to get lambasted in 
the comments.

Is there any purpose to this nostalgia? Is it just one of 
those slightly embarrassing feelings that we all have to 
deal with, or should we enjoy our impulse to look back 
and actually take the time to reflect on our years here? 
There’s a lot of unfortunate and cheesy stuff associated 
with endings, from the sentimental “you can achieve all 
your dreams” speeches of graduations to the overly effu-
sive end-of-year goodbyes from acquaintances you barely 
know. I think it’s this stuff that makes us sometimes want 
to push nostalgia away or avoid our wistful impulses. On 
the one hand, it’s pretty reasonable. The more mawkish 
side of endings makes us uncomfortable partially because 
we’ve all been through endings before, and we know that 
in many cases they’re not as big a deal as we make them 
out to be. Life goes on after Columbia ends, even if you’re 
like me and have absolutely zero summer plans. Our 

feelings can get out of hand, and we don’t want reminisc-
ing to get in the way of enjoying the time we have left 
here (or finishing our work, for that matter). In addition, 
the sentimentality of the end of the year can leave us feel-
ing left out if our year hasn’t been worth celebrating. It’s 
tough to reflect on difficulties experienced and bad deci-
sions made if everyone around us is gushing about how 
great this year was.

However, I believe that we can harness all this 
sentiment to our purposes and take a good, hard look 
at what actually happened to us this year, as well as 
how we feel about it. The end of a year may not be 
the end of the world, but it is an opportunity for us to 
take stock of where this year has taken us. I’m always 
amazed by the sheer amount that happens during 
a college year; I wouldn’t be surprised if most of us 
grew and changed as much in eight months here as 
we would in five years in the real world. If we just let 
all of it happen to us, never taking a moment to think 
about it and distill it to what was useful or enjoyable, 
then we’ll lose most of it—the events of 2010-2011 
turning into a random catalog of impressions that will 
eventually fade. This is particularly true for those of 
us who are returning next year. If we never take the 
time to consider this year for what it was, 2011-2012 
will soon superimpose itself over our memories of this 
year, and we may find ourselves experiencing the same 
things next year that we’d hoped to avoid or doing the 
things we swore we’d never do again. So let’s reflect, 
examine, recollect, and file away this year, without un-
due effusiveness, but with honesty and a sense of fond-
ness for anything good this year has given us.

Kathryn Brill is a Barnard College sophomore majoring 
in English. She is a member of InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship. We Should Talk runs alternate Fridays.

Make nostalgia count

We 
Should 
Talk

KATHRYN
BRILL

If we never take a moment to distill 
what was useful or enjoyable, we’ll 
lose most of it. 

Let the recreational 
athletes play

I would like to see the balance changed 
in favor of the recreational athlete.

After
Office
Hours

Each Friday, a professor will share scholastic wisdom readers won’t find 
in lectures. Suggestions regarding which professors to feature are welcome. 

Casual Friday:
Drop it like it’s hot
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To the Editor:
Spectator’s editorial, (“Finding Our Place,” Apr. 25) 

correctly targets the failure of the University’s new Global 
Centers Program to provide a place for undergraduates in 
either the planning or execution of the program—so far 
just a belated afterthought of the administration.

A better afterthought would be to remember the re-
cent adage “Think globally, act locally.” What tends to be 
forgotten is that Columbia has been acting globally for 
some time at the core of its undergraduate program, which 
developed its Asian Humanities and Civilization courses 
in the late 1940s as the global extension of its initial Core.

What is new today is that colleges in Asia, recover-
ing and now rebounding from the traumatic effects of 
westernization, are trying to recover a sense of their 
own home place in the midst of globalization and have 
begun to work with Columbia on a global core which 
would draw selectively on a common list of classics rep-
resenting the major world traditions. So far more than 30 
Asian colleges have joined in this process as reported in 
a publication of the Heyman Center for the Humanities, 
entitled “Classics for an Emerging World” (2008). If any 
of us wants to “Find Our Place,” as the Spectator’s edi-
torial has it, we should engage in this ongoing process 
of consultation, recognizing that our world is actually 
getting smaller and growth today means expanding, not 
into unlimited space, but into each other’s spaces. It is 
a more crowded world and the crowd has to learn more 
about each other if we are to survive together. How can 
this be done without learning how each of us has man-
aged to survive at all?

The classics of the major traditions are survivors 

themselves. They tell us what every civilized people have 
considered their own “tried and true values”—their take 
on the key issues of human survival—which could still 
sustain them in the globalization process. If “globaliza-
tion” does not simply mean a spotting of market oppor-
tunities—a chasing of ephemeral, will-o-the-wisps that 
flash out here and there, all over the place—it should 
work out from a home base that is recognizable to people 
working out of their own home bases, hopefully to meet 
us at least half way. “Working out” means having a sense 
of where you are coming from and where you want to go. 
It should not be left to chance encounters and improvisa-
tion at global centers anywhere at all.

Working with people abroad who understand the edu-
cational problem and are in touch with Columbia’s Core 
program, as well as with our University Committee on 
Asia and the Middle East, we would have a home base 
on which to ground our new efforts.

It would be entirely appropriate for Columbia stu-
dents to take an active role in this effort. While the ad-
ministration is flying high over the globe, students on the 
ground here who already have some experience with the 
Core, and especially with our Global Core courses, are 
in a good position to take the lead.  Spectator is right on 
target in pressing for this.

Sincerely yours,
Wm. Theodore de Bary

John Mitchell Mason Professor of the University and 
Provost Emeritus

Special Service Professor
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR



BY YIPENG HUANG

My first layout shift was the night after President 
Ahmadinejad spoke on campus. With little experi-
ence in newspaper design, I moved around boxes of 
text and photos aimlessly on a computer until 2 a.m., 
when the editors realized a novice was in charge of 
the front page and had to take over politely.

Dejected, I signed up for more shifts. I soon fell 
in love with being part of putting together a daily 
newspaper. Long nights of production became a 
staple of my college experience.

My story at Spectator isn’t adventurous like that 
of many reporters and photographers. Rather, my 
journey at Spectator involves a lot of figuring out the 
best way to arrange things. I remember meticulous-
ly arranging photos and briefs on Columbia dorms, 
laboring until the wee hours before declaring it 
aesthetically pleasing—only to realize the next day 
that I neglected to include Schapiro dorm. There 
was the weekend of the “year in review” issue, for 
which I spent 20 hours with the photo editor, ex-
perimenting with arrangements of photo cutouts of 
influential people at Columbia. I remember all the 
countless other layouts and designs that worked 
well—and also those that didn’t.

I learned what I could about graphic design, 
about white space, dominance, and balance. I 
learned that good design communicates concisely 
and cleanly, and I learned that good design is hard 
to describe but is instantly recognizable where it ex-
ists. Once, I found a book titled “Arranging Things: 
A Rhetoric of Object Placement” on a field trip to 

the Cooper-Hewitt Design Museum with the design 
staff and laughed delightfully at the design wisdom 
in its title.

It wasn’t long before I found some of my closest 
friends at Spectator and found it comforting that 
there was always a place at Columbia where I would 
be with people similarly fascinated by media and 
design. For me, the appeal of Spectator was magical; 
it served as a professional training ground, a hobby, 
and a social club, all arranged in a neat package.

I never thought of myself as a manager, but by 
junior year I found myself in a newly created posi-
tion in charge of building the staff. That progressed 
with long meetings with editors discussing the ap-
peal of Spectator to students and devising strategies 
to recruit and keep them on board.

But despite the many students who expressed 
interest in Spectator, not many were staying around. 
I was disappointed as sections continued to suf-
fer from understaffing, and I stressed resources for 
training. It took me three years to realize that no 
singular story explains how or why students be-
come dedicated to Spectator. It took me just one 
month to realize that there’s no way to generalize 
it in an evangelical recruiting pitch.

An editor said that Spectator is valuable because 
it endows “hard skills” in ways that few humanities 
classes can teach. As a computer engineering stu-
dent who spends many of my wakeful hours staring 
at code, I made Spectator my classroom for look-
ing at my world in more complex ways. It was the 
way I could escape the technical world of engineer-
ing and anchor my work—and in something I was 

passionate about.
However, no rule exists to prescribe the most 

enjoyable or healthy way to incorporate Spectator 
into college life. Some gain professionally while 
learning editing skills. Some find passion in journal-
ism. Some relish in having a space on campus where 
pizza parties and friends can always be found.

At Spectator, I learned that discovering the best 
arrangement of where to place one’s professional, 
recreational, and social lives is difficult. What is strik-
ing about Spectator is that of the students who pass 
through its doors, no two find the same value in join-
ing the student organization, and no two put forth the 
same aspects of their lives to the newspaper.

I am deeply grateful that I had the magical ex-
perience of having all of these lives overlap in a 
singular pursuit.

But I have also learned that perfect overlap is not 
the only, and certainly not the ideal, way to arrange 
these lives. As evident in the imperfect staff reten-
tion rate at Spectator, and in the anxieties many stu-
dents feel about careers, interests, and friends after 
college, finding the best arrangement is a process of 
aesthetic experimentation that may seem arduous 
and aimless. A good arrangement like Spectator is 
hard to describe but is instantly recognizable where 
it exists.

The author is a School of Engineering and 
Applied Science senior majoring in computer 
engineering. He is a former Design Editor on the 
133rd managing board and a Staff Director on the 
134th managing board.

BY NILKANTH PATEL

A few weeks ago, a friend of mine suggested I 
write a book about my experiences at Spectator. She 
even had a title in mind: “Coding and Laughter: How 
I Learned to Code and Laughed Along the Way.” I’m 
pretty sure it was a joke, though when I brought it 
up a week later, she seemed just as adamant that I 
go through with it. As a compromise, I decided in-
stead to give her a shout-out in my senior column 
and appropriate the rest of the words allotted to me 
as a prologue to this potential memoir. I’ve already 
held up to the first half of my promise; now, it’s time 
for the second.

When I started writing this column, I had no idea 
what I wanted to say. I still don’t. Ben Cotton, former 
editor in chief of the Spectator, once commented, 
“I’ve been writing my senior column in my head for 
years now.” Unfortunately, I have not. When asked 
by a friend whether I was enjoying writing it, I said, 
“It’s never going to be as good as you want or envision 

it to be, so you just do what you can, I suppose.” Her 
response was an interesting one: “That’s sort of 
what the Spectator is.” She was right—you spend 
days working at this newspaper, trying your hardest 
to reach this ideal that deep down inside, you know 
you can’t exactly reach. But you keep trying, because 
that’s what working for the Spectator is all about.

So here I go, trying to awe you with my delicate 
menagerie of metaphors for the college experience. 
If I’m successful, I’ll elicit a tear or two, but that’s 
unlikely. I’ve never been great with words—in fact, 
if you search “Nilkanth Patel” up there in the top-
right, you won’t find a single article attributed to my 
name. At times, that makes it easy for me to mar-
ginalize my involvement with and contributions to 
the Spectator. I’ve never pulled an all-nighter in the 
office. I’ve never played the “I’ve-got-more-overdue-
school-assignments-than-you-do” game with fellow 
editors post-PDF-ing. I’ve never had the opportunity 
to make a witty quip about Boo-bear’s lame existence. 
In fact, I’ve never even used Boo-bear. (N.B. Boo-bear 

is the name given to the office printer. It is very old, 
and fickle, and like most aged people, has very little 
control over its bowel movements.)

So then what do I have? I have pages and pag-
es of unforgettable G-Chat conversations—ones 
that helped me find (and keep) some of my closest 
friends here. I have relationships responsible for 
both my happiest and my most painful moments 
at Columbia. I have people who helped me segue 
into college and will soon help me segue into the 
rest of my life. And, of course, I have bros that I can 
always count on to watch an episode of Arrested 
Development with me when I’m too tired or too 
lazy to do anything else.

I always found it cliché to say something like, “I 
arrived on campus a bleary-eyed freshman with a 
passion for journalism.” I won’t use that sentence 
(again) for two reasons—first, because I’m too cool 
to be cliché and second, because it’s not true. I didn’t 
know what I wanted from college. But that was when 
Spectator stepped in and showed me what I could 

have from it. It showed me what I could be, and then 
it helped me become better than that.

And this wasn’t just a result of the work it de-
manded of me. Or the commitment it commanded 
of me. Or the lessons it taught to me. Or the people 
it brought to me. It was a result of all of those things 
and their collective impact on my mental and social 
development at Columbia. If writing this column 
is a metaphor for working for the Spectator, then 
working for the Spectator must be a metaphor for 
life. You spend your years living your life, trying your 
hardest to reach this ideal that deep down inside, you 
know you can’t exactly reach. But you keep trying, 
because that’s what life is all about. And one day, 
you’ll finally get there.

The author is a senior in the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science majoring in biomedical 
engineering. He is a former online associate editor on 
the 132nd board, multimedia editor on the 133rd board, 
and an online editor on the 134th managing board. 

Reaching for the unattainable

BY DINO GRANDONI

Getting to Columbia was difficult for me. I don’t 
mean getting into Columbia—though admissions 
isn’t a walk in the park for anybody. I mean actually 
driving here.

My first trip to Columbia was God-awful. The 
bad news began before I even got here, roughly at 
the halfway point between my hometown of Buffalo, 
N.Y. and New York City, when my dad accidentally 
filled his diesel Ford F350 with regular gasoline at 
a pit stop. As soon as we got back on the highway 
the engine started heaving, and the vehicle started 
spewing black smoke. With the wrong fuel, the truck 
was undriveable.

There are two critical things to know about this 
truck. First is that, as a newer model, its gas tank is 
fitted with an anti-siphoning device that prevents 
the car layman from emptying the tank himself, es-
pecially when he’s hundreds of miles from home. 
The truck would have to be taken to a dealership but 
couldn’t be worked on over the weekend.

The second thing is that the F350 is very large, 
which is perfect for transporting a year’s worth of 
dorm supplies. But having all that stuff now meant 
that my parents and I needed to cram all of it into 
a tiny compact car that was the only one available 
at the nearest car rental agency in Scranton. This 
turned out to be a barely feasible task—only if certain 
items were strapped to the roof. Also, did I mention 
that it was raining?

You might remember your first trip to Columbia 
as some mix of exuberance and trepidation for what 
college might hold. My first trip was complete hell. 
I was naturally nervous enough to begin with, and 
the last thing we needed was our car to break down.

When we finally did get to New York, my dad’s 
and my tempers were still running hot, and in the 
heat of the moment, right before my parents were 
about to leave, he told me, “I wish you hadn’t come 
to Columbia.”

He instantly apologized after saying this. My dad 
and I had disagreed on which college I should go 
to, so this wasn’t exactly news to me. It was jarring, 
though, to hear this from him the moment I was 
about to begin college.

So four years later, I have to ask: Was he right?
Which college you go to is universally consid-

ered one of the most important decisions of your life. 
And college itself is full of little decisions. Stuff like: 
Should I wait until 3 a.m. to start this paper? I nearly 
always answered “yes” to this question. Or: Could I 
just turn in my Spectator column at 8 p.m.? Again, 
time and time again, I answered “yes.” (Let this be 
a formal apology to all my professors and editors.)

Some decisions in college are a bit more impor-
tant. College students have to ask themselves: What 
should I major in? After four changes, I settled on 
economics (along with political science). Chalk this 
one up as a regret. They don’t call it the dismal sci-
ence for nothing.

But another question—should I join Spectator?—I 
did answer correctly. In no classroom at Columbia 
could I have learned what I did in the Spectator of-
fice—how to write, how to report, how to edit. And 
there I learned, most importantly, that I want to be 
a journalist (for now, at least). And it turned out that 
Speccies, beside being some of the smartest and most 
motivated students at this school, like to stay up until 
4 a.m. and avoid schoolwork just as much as I do.

Looking back at my four years here, with the de-
cisions college students must make, there will inevi-
tably be regrets. I could have been a better student, 
a better editor, a better roommate, a better friend, a 
better boyfriend, a better son. But one decision I will 
never regret is deciding to come to Columbia. This 
school has meant more to me than anything I have 
ever done. I’ve learned more here, done more here, 
met more incredible people here, and grown more as 
a person here than I likely will anywhere else in my 
life. I hope the members of the Class of 2015 that will 
replace me and every other graduating senior next 
fall understand how lucky each of them is.

And, for the record, my dad thinks I’m lucky to-
day, too. As someone who couldn’t go to college him-
self, he couldn’t be prouder to have his son graduate 
from Columbia.

Another thing my dad and I now agree on: If I go 
to graduate school, I’m taking a plane.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in economics-political science. He is a former copy 
staffer and associate copy editor on the 132nd board, 
head copy editor on the 133rd managing board, 
Spectrum daily editor on the 134th board, and a 
current opinion columnist.

Columbia was the 
destination, but the 
journey was rough

BY MIRA JOHN

In “A Wrinkle in Time,” Madeleine L’Engle com-
pares life to a sonnet. “You’re given the form,” she 
writes, “but you have to write the sonnet yourself. 
What you say is completely up to you.” I’ve never 
been one for sonnets, even after taking two semes-
ters of Shakespeare (sorry, Professor Shapiro!), but 
somehow, even through four years of prose-squash-
ing engineering classes, this passage has stuck with 
me during most of my time at Columbia.

Perhaps this is partially due to my association 
with Meg, the book’s protagonist, when I entered 
college. Like Meg, I loved math, and I was eager 
to grow into someone beautiful and Interesting 
with a capital “I.” But I also felt gawky and shy. I 
sought to change that through joining Spectator, 
a very (from what I’d been told) non-engineering 
extracurricular activity. I chose to do photo for two 
reasons: I figured it would be less time-consuming 
than news, and I had just purchased my first DSLR 
camera and was keen to use it.

Shooting for Spec allowed me to attend highly 
coveted NYC events, interact with major campus 
figures (how many students can brag about having 
an extended conversation with President Bollinger 
during their first semester?), and more. I felt in-
vincible with my camera in hand, like I could go 

anywhere, do anything, or chat anyone up. Spec 
and photography were like one gigantic addic-
tion. With it, I felt like I was actually leading an 
Interesting college existence; without it, I thought 
I was nothing.

Eventually, however, the thrill of Spectator 
photo subsided. The joys of skipping class to take 
last minute assignments were soon replaced with 
the guilt of struggling in biology and the jaded 
feeling that only Manhattanville photos ran lead. 
By the end of sophomore year, most of my origi-
nal friends in the section had either mentally or 
actually moved on to other college pursuits. I 
too felt restless. My role in the section gave me 
a perpetual migraine, and I still felt like I was 
missing out on the Columbia Experience, what-
ever that was.

Leaving Spectator in my junior year—not for 
another extracurricular activity but for school-
work—felt like a giant letdown, like I was con-
demning myself to the “boring engineering exis-
tence” that I had tried to avoid for so long. I could 
not have been more wrong. My classes were filled 
with mind-blowing theories and derivations—nev-
er mind that one midterm with an average grade of 
16/100 (never did scoring in the 20s feel so good)! 
Then there were my classmates, who through hell 
and high water still slogged through the seemingly 

never-ending mountains of assignments with a 
fierce sense of humor and camaraderie. It was 
there, with them, that I developed the courage 
to put away my camera so that I could develop a 
different kind of self-confidence, compassion, and 
poise (or something) that no longer relied on my 
identity as a photographer.

Of course, I did not completely give up photog-
raphy, nor did I sever my ties with Spec. Both have 
been major factors of my time at Columbia. I’ve 
made great friends in the office, many of whom 
are still among my closest college friends, and it’s 
still a community to which I feel deeply connect-
ed. But these are only lines in the whole sonnet. I 
came into college thinking that the words had been 
written for me. Even when I “rebelled” by joining 
Spec, I felt boxed in again. It was only by declar-
ing myself both engineer and photographer, both 
student and Speccie, that I fully became author of 
my own, idiosyncratic sonnet.

The author is a senior in the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science majoring in chemical 
engineering. She is a former associate photo editor 
on the 132nd managing board, a photo training 
editor on the 133rd board, a staff-wide training 
editor on the 134th board, and a staff photographer 
from the 131st managing board until the present. 

Verses of photography and science

Senior columns Former Spectator staff share their experiences and thoughts before graduation. Today we hear from Dino 
Grandoni, Yipeng Huang, Mira John, and Nilkanth Patel.
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

GRADUATION PARTY, class seminar, 
laid back social, or any other special 
event, Rent out Haakon’s Hall accom-
modations 50-185 persons please con-
tact Haakon or James (212) 300-4166. 
james@haakonshallny.com
NOTE TO CU PRESIDENT Lee Bol-
linger: My very sincere best wishes 
on your coming “milestone” birthday. 
You asked provocative questions at 
the recent Global University Forum. I 
went home knowing much, much more. 
—hn
QUESTIONS FOR SUMMER reflec-
tion: How is being a Philatelist (stamp 
collector) like being a US Constitu-
tional Lawyer? How might either or 
both connect with the written Chi-
nese language? Email your thoughts 
to timeandtide@w.cn Prizes!
LOOKING FOR WITNESSES to a pe-
destrian being struck by a motorcy-
cle on November 17, 2010 at B’way 
& 116 St, especially a woman who as-
sisted the pedestrian to the curb and 
later spoke with the police. Please e-
mail rkass@sierraclaim.com or call 
(201) 207-3004. 
FREE PIANO RECYCLING and mov-
ing. All NYC and vicinity. Free remov-
al of all unwanted, used pianos in 
working condition. Non-working pia-
nos and junk pianos removed and 
recycled as low as $150. Pianos in 
5-floor walk-ups are no problem. Your 
unwanted piano is our business. Grand 
pianos, baby grands, upright pianos, 
spinets and organs accepted. Fully 
equipped and experienced. Call Jay 
Fernando (646) 316-4442 direct. Also, 
estimates for other clean-outs of home 
and offices are available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs. I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

EGG DONOR NEEDED for same sex 
couple. $15K-$20K, + all expenses. 
Physician and attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
MOBILE PAYMENTS and Promotions 
Start-Up seeking summer interns (June- 
Aug). Need developers, programmers, 
designers, and marketers/business de-
velopers to develop beta product and 
business plan. Monthly stipend avail- 
able. Send resumes to chickman@
mobixpay.com

WEBSITE ENTREPRENEUR
Established site needs business-mind-
ed writer/marketer with fresh ideas to 
enhance traffic and sales for gener-
ous percentage of profit. Email: jef-
frey@labelnewyork.com

DINOSAUR LOOKING FOR MAC/tech 
help. Hourly. Upper West Side. Refs. 
winstrathmann @gmail.com

POETRY EDITOR WANTED 
Editorial assistance to a closet poet 
is needed. Any good poet with a MS 
in creative writing/poetry or equiva-
lent will suffice. Compensation by the 
hour or per poem may be chosen. Call 
(212) 866-0016 or email amiya@ee. 
columbia.edu

NEVER-BEFORE-PHOTOGRAPHED 
beautiful “hand model” sought for free-
lance, budget-priced-watches ads on 
eBay and other auction sites. How-
ever…you must have (or start) your 
own support “staff”/”production” com- 
pany, including photographer, nail pol-
isher, whatever. No “professionals”. 
This is for pre-Mother’s Day Auction 
(M-Day is 5/8). A “great career start-
er” for a beautiful hand. Left or right. 
CU area, no travel. Send info and 
sample photo to: mnemonicshouse@ 
hotmail.com. Hurry! 

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

SUNNY, LARGE 1 BR sublet. 114 St 
betw B’way & Amsterdam across from 
CU campus. Lease for rent stabilized 
apt avail June 30, 2012. Landlord will 
renovate and paint. Large kitch; un-
furn or partially furn. 13 mo lease, 
$2000/mo (neg). (908) 242-8158.
$575 - SUNNY ROOM for rent in a 5 
BR on 138 St & B’way. 1 block to the 
1 train, 2 stops to 116th St. Laundry 
in bldg. AptShare212@gmail.com or 
(917) 836-6888.
1 BR APT, BIG KITCHEN. Excellent 
condition. Backyard. Close to transp 
and shopping. E 116 St. Rent $1800. 
Call (646) 327-6511.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
GIVING A GIFT. Receiving a gift. Earn 
up to $60K (6 cycles at $10K each). 
Help couples become parents through 
egg donation. Apply or learn more at 
www.fertilitybridges.com or apply@
fertilitybridges.com
CONSIDER BECOMING an Egg Do-
nor. Earn $8000 if you qualify. The 
New England Fertility Institute, has one 
of the largest Egg Donor Programs 
in the tri-state area. If you are be-
tween the ages of 19 & 29, we invite 
you to contact our program for a per-
sonal interview and/or complete an 
application on line. Flexible hours and 
days for students. This is a great op-
portunity to earn extra dollars with a 
minimum commitment of time. Please 
contact us at: (203) 323-1947 or via 
email at: mwelch@nefertility.com and 
include your telephone number in all 
inquiries. All inquiries are confiden-
tial. www.nefertility.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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FRIDAY
FULL COUNT

KEYS TO THE  GAME

The Lions have had a rough season in the 
league this  year. Things were looking up 
last weekend  after they won their first game 
against Princeton, but things took a turn for 
the worst when they dropped the three other 
games to the Tigers. The Lions need to leave 
the past behind when they go against Penn.

Overcoming defeat

Greg Zebrack (CF)
AVG: .323, OBP: .449, SLG: .539

PENN

Dan Williams (3B)
AVG: .274, OBP: .368, SLG: .400

Spencer Branigan (1B)
AVG: .275, OBP: .355, SLG: .495

Will Davis (C)
AVG: .297, OBP: .405, SLG: .547

Jeremy Maas (LF)
AVG: .369, OBP: .437, SLG: .539

Rick Brebner (2B)
AVG: .246, OBP: .300, SLG: .333

Derek Vigoa (SS)
AVG: .308, OBP: .362, SLG: .369

Mike Mariano (DH)
AVG: .219, OBP: .333, SLG: .250

Brandon Engelhardt (RF)
AVG: .296, OBP: .329, SLG: .345

Vince Voiro
Penn
ERA: 3.67, K: 54, BB: 19 

Pat Lowery
Columbia
ERA: 4.40, K: 36, BB: 28

vs.

GAME 1

Paul Cusick
Penn
ERA: 2.04, K: 74, BB: 26

Geoff Whitaker
Columbia
ERA: 4.44, K: 39, BB: 9

vs.

GAME 2

2This weekend’s games will be the final 
games of nine Lions’ careers—it will be 
the last time two staples in the Light 
Blue’s starting rotation, Geoff Whitaker 
and Dan Bracey, suit up for Columbia. 
Hopefully the adrenaline will bring suc-
cess to the Lions.

Last time out 3Penn’s rotation features star pitcher Paul 
Cusick. This will be the last time the 
senior throws for the Quakers, and he has 
been on a streak as of late—they have won 
the last six games he has started. Light 
Blue bats will need to come out with a 
vengence.

Combating Cusick

Nick Cox (CF)
AVG: .353, OBP: .403, SLG: .496 

COLUMBIA

Jon Eisen (3B)
AVG: .261, OBP: .321, SLG: .328

Dario Pizzano (RF)
AVG: .362, OBP: .439, SLG: .610

Jason Banos (LF)
AVG: .284, OBP: .373, SLG: .483

Alexander Aurrichio (DH)
AVG: .270, OBP: .355, SLG: .426

Eric Williams (1B)
AVG: .269, OBP: .345, SLG: .372

Alex Godshall (2B)
AVG: .299, OBP: .352, SLG: .330

Alex Ferrera (SS)
AVG: .162, OBP: .248, SLG: .222

Mike Fischer (C)
AVG: .164, OBP: .273, SLG: .260

John Beasley
Penn
ERA: 4.28, K: 28, BB: 14

Dan Bracey
Columbia
ERA: 3.72, K: 27, BB: 10

vs.

GAME 3

Chris McNulty
Penn
ERA: 6.70, K: 23, BB: 18

Stefan Olson
Columbia
ERA: 2.14, K: 32, BB: 19

vs.

GAME 4

sports briefly

lacrosse
Columbia (4-10, 1-6 Ivy) will wrap up its season this Saturday 

when it travels to Binghamton. The Lions are just coming off a disap-
pointing 18-10 loss to Princeton this past Wednesday in their final Ivy 
game this year. The Bearcats (3-12) are fresh off a 14-7 loss to No. 10 
Albany. Binghamton’s only wins of the season are against Vermont, 
Davidson, and Niagara. Despite its lack of victories, Binghamton is 
strong when it comes to goal production, so junior goalkeeper Karlee 
Blank will need to make plenty of point blank stops, much like she 
did against Yale two weekends ago. Columbia will also need plenty 
of offensive production, which shouldn’t be a problem with sopho-
more midfielder Olivia Mann, sophomore attacker Kacie Johnson, 
and senior Gabrielle Geronimos. The three Lions came together to 
score seven goals against Princeton on Wednesday. The weekend’s 
game is set to begin at 1 p.m. in Binghamton, N.Y.

—Rebeka Cohan

women’s rowing

The Light Blue is scheduled to race against Princeton, Virginia, and 
Tennessee this Saturday in Princeton, N.J..  Last weekend saw the Lions race 
in bad weather, but they still came out with some success—the varsity eights 
placed second, ahead of No. 3 Cornell. The regatta is set to start at 10:40 a.m.

—Rebeka Cohan

men’s heavyweight rowing

Columbia will be in Princeton, N.J. this Saturday as it races against 
Navy for the right to the Maxwell Stevenson Cup. The Lions have had to 
face tough rowing conditions the past two weekends due to inclement 
weather. In its past two regattas, the varsity eights has come in last out of 
three teams, so the Light Blue is hoping to improve its record this weekend.

—Rebeka Cohan

tennis teams: If I could, I 
would go up to each and every 
one of you and tell you how 
jealous I am that you get to 
play tennis all across the coun-
try and learn from the best 
coaches in the nation. Just 
remember that when you play, 
you don’t only play for your-
selves, your teammates, and 
your school, but you also play 
for the countless people like 
myself who wish we could be 
in your shoes and would give 
everything to do so but can’t. 
I may be just one, but I think I 
stand for a lot more.

To Sigourney for being my 
best friend for the past five 
years and making me the best 
person I could possibly be.

To Sarah Sommer for stick-
ing it out on Thursdays nights 
at the office freshman year.

To Bart and Jacob for step-
ping up at a time when no 
one else in the section, myself 
included, did. Saving the sports 
section says more about the 

two of you than I could ever 
say in words.

To Jeremiah, Molly, 
Rebeka, Ryan, Robert, Trevor, 
and Myles: This is truly your 
section and you are the future 
of it. Make of it what you will 
and make sure that it’s in 
better shape when you leave 
than it was when you came 
in. Sports is the best section 
in this paper—make sure that 
you keep it that way.

To Mikey Zhong for taking 
Spectrum to places I never 
thought it would go and mak-
ing sure that this paper has a 
future as bright as its past. 

To Zach Glubiak, whose 
contribution to this section 
won’t ever be fully appreciat-
ed until he is gone. Zach, your 
dedication to school, soccer, 
and Spec make you one of the 
most incredible people I’ve 
met. You are the example to 
which everyone at this school, 
student-athlete and student 
alike, should aspire to.

To Jim and Mrinal: I know 
a lot of kids on this campus, 

but I don’t think I know any 
that wear as many different 
hats as you guys do. I have the 
utmost confidence that you 
guys will continue to improve 
the section and make it even 
better than it is today.

And the final word in this 
is reserved for the only person 
it should be: Michele Cleary, 
for whom there are no words. 
Spec has been around for over 
100 years, and I’m not sure 
we’ve ever seen anyone with 
your dedication. Thanks for 
saving the section from itself. 

Like any good Spec Sports 
writer, I’d like to end my time 
here with a toast. There will 
be a lot clanks to Joe Bova and 
to America during our final 
hurrah in a few days time, but 
right now, I’d like to raise my 
glass to Spec Sports, the best 
damn section that there is.

Kunal Gupta is a senior in the 
School of Engineering and 

Applied Science majoring in 
operations research. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Spectator Sports: Exuding sexuality since 2007
GUPTA from back page

track & field

Day one is now complete for the Columbia men and women’s track 
and field team at the Penn Relays in Philadelphia, Pa. Despite several 
rain delays that totaled about two hours, the Lions were able to compete 
in all scheduled events. Junior Kyra Caldwell started the day off strong 
with her performance in the 400m hurdles, posting her fastest time of 
the season at 60.47 seconds. Caldwell and fellow classmate Sharay Hale 
joined freshman Tayler Johnson and Marvellous Iheukwumere in the 
4x100m relay. They finished just .5 seconds slower than the Columbia 
record at 46.56 seconds.

Sophomore Uju Ofoche took third place in the high jump, leaping 
6.02 meters while teammate and classmate Dora Vegvari took sev-
enth. The Lions completed the night with a dominating performance 
in the 4x400m heptagonal relay. Senior Laura Vogel and sophomore 
Yamira Bell joined Hale and Caldwell to finish in 3:40.80 seconds, 
torching the next competitor by four seconds.

Friday and Saturday will be busy days for the Lions as they continue 
to compete in the largest track meet in the United States. Follow live 
stats on www.pennrelaysonline.com.

—Jeremiah Sharf

Ferrera and Alex Godshall. In 
addition, the starting rotation 
will lose two of its staples: Dan 
Bracey and Geoff Whitaker. 
Although the Light Blue has a 
promising batch of underclass-
men, the younger players will 
have big shoes to fill. The class 
of 2011 has the second most Ivy 
wins in school history with 43. 
“Those guys have had excellent 
careers here and I know if I was 
an underclassmen or a class-
mate it would be something a 
little extra to try to send them 
out on a winning note and do 
everything to make that hap-
pen,” Boretti said.

The games on Friday and 
Saturday are both scheduled to 
begin at 12 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
The Columbia seniors will be 
honored at Robertson Field at 
Satow Stadium prior to Friday’s 
first pitch.

Lions say 
goodbye to 
nine seniors

VS.

BASEBALL from back page

Jose Moya, the Santiago cen-
ter’s interim director, said that 
the Institute for Latin American 
Studies will play a central role in 
the center’s creation and in main-
taining ties to the University.

Columbia had expected Rio 
de Janeiro to be the site of its 
first center in Latin America, 
but Prewitt said complications 
necessitated a change of plans.

“Rio’s a more complicated city 
to register things, to move mon-
ey,” said Prewitt. “It’s just a more 
complicated country to work in, 
and Santiago’s much simpler to 
work in.”

Chile was ultimately cho-
sen for the first Latin American 
center because of the country’s 
growing economy, democratic 
government, and geographic po-
sition, Moya said.

“Its rapid and steady 

economic development over the 
last half-century has created an 
infrastructure (transportation, 
housing, utilities, education, etc.) 
that is at the level of the most de-
veloped countries in the world,” 
Moya said in an email. “It is dem-
ocratic, open, politically stable, 
and safe; and it is part of various 
international spaces or spheres 
(the Pacific Rim, the Southern 
Cone, the Andean region).”

Some Columbia students 
expressed interest in studying 
at these recently-announced 
centers.

“It’s actually a good sign that 
the world is coming together 
through Columbia, trying to have 
a place where you can meet dif-
ferent people from all over the 
world in different cities,” Derek 
Lipscomb, CC ’11, said.

Other students expressed con-
cerns, saying the University has a 
reputation as an overly-aggressive 

institution and noting the lack of 
financial resources for programs 
in Morningside Heights.

“There’s an issue of Columbia 
being seen as something of a behe-
moth,” said Simone Wolff, BC ’13. 

According to Thomas 
Trebat, executive director of 
Columbia’s Institute of Latin 
American Studies and Center 
for Brazilian Studies, however, 
local business leaders in Chile 
have given Columbia and other 
universities a warm reception in 
hopes that Columbia will help 
to enhance Chile’s education-
al institutions and create new 
growth.

“It [Chile] is at a point where 
it is focusing a lot on improving 
its educational system, especially 
higher education. And therefore 
in thinking more about how to do 
that, it welcomes the collabora-
tion of major foreign universi-
ties,” Trebat said.

The Santiago global center 
will also allow Columbia to con-
nect to South American scholars, 
Moya said.

“The center could help us 
recruit prospective students 
from Chile, Argentina, Peru, 
and Bolivia who may want to 
have training in broad, pan-Lat-
in American scholarship,” he 
said in an email, explaining that 
Columbia also plans to use the 
center to invite South American 
students to Columbia.

Still, details of the centers’ 
physical spaces and academic 
priorities remain unclear or un-
known in the current planning 
stages. 

“Over time, is the real ques-
tion, ‘How do we sustain the op-
eration of a global center in the 
future?’” Trebat said. “I think 
that’s the excitement, and that’s 
the challenge.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Planning continues for next global centers in Santiago, Nairobi
GLOBAL from front page



BY REBEKA COHAN
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia softball team 
was scheduled to play two games 
against Fairleigh Dickinson yes-
terday, but only one of the two 
contests in the doubleheader is 
being counted. The first game 
started almost two hours late 

due to a rain delay, and the night-
cap was canceled after four com-
plete innings due to darkness—
for softball games to count, at 
least five innings must be played.

The Lions fell in the first 
game 4-2 despite freshman 
Prophet Gaspard’s efforts from 
the mound. The rookie pitch-
er threw five strikeouts in the 
game but also let in four runs. 
After an early 2-0 deficit, the 
Light Blue tied it up in the bot-
tom of the sixth. Senior second 
baseman Karen Tulig singled 
through the left side, bringing 
both sophomore Alison Lam 
and senior Maggie Johnson 
home. However, the Lions’ of-
fensive outburst wasn’t enough 
to overcome the Knights, which 
brought in two runs at the top 
of the seventh to win the game.

Columbia will wrap up its sea-
son this weekend with its final 
four conference games against 
Penn, which is currently ranked 
second in the South Division, 
right above the Light Blue. The 
Quakers lost their midweek 
matchup against Delaware 6-2. In 
last weekend’s play in the Ancient 
Eight, the Red and Blue dropped 
both of the games they played 
against Cornell 10-2 and 8-6.

Friday’s first game, which will 
feature the four seniors on the 
roster during Senior Night, is set 
to start at 2 p.m. at the Columbia 
Softball Stadium. Saturday’s 
games will be in Philadelphia 
with the first pitch being thrown 
at 2 p.m. This will be the last 
time that Johnson, Tulig, Anne 
Marie Skylis, and Stephanie Yagi 
suit up for Columbia.
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BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Staff Writer

An Ivy League title may not 
be in the cards for the Columbia 
baseball team this year, but 
there’s no reason why the Lions 
can’t finish conference play 
strong and ruin another team’s 
chances of clinching the division 
themselves.

Columbia (17-23, 7-9 Ivy) will 
play a pair of doubleheaders 
against Penn (17-19, 8-8 Ivy), the 
first today at home and the sec-
ond on Saturday in Philadelphia.

The Lions are on a five-
game losing streak, and four of 
these five losses were decided 
by three runs or less. In its last 
outing, the Light Blue was swept 
by Fordham University on the 
road on Wednesday, dropping 
the first game 6-3 and the second 
10-5. “We’ve lost five games in a 
row now and that’s not the type 
of team we want to remember,” 
head coach Brett Boretti said. 
“We want to remember our-
selves as playing better baseball 

than what we’ve been displaying 
recently.”

Although the Light Blue has 
had some individual standouts 
this season, Boretti feels that all 
of the Lions are necessary for 
the team to run as a well-oiled 
machine. “When we’re suc-
cessful, everybody’s chipping 
in,” he said. “If you look back 
at the games that we’ve played 
well in, you look up and down 
the lineup and nine guys in the 
lineup have a hit.”

Penn began the Ivy season 
on a hot streak, winning six of 
its first eight games. However, 
the Quakers have recently fall-
en behind in the Gehrig divi-
sion after dropping three out 
of four to Cornell this past 
weekend. With a .500 record in 
the conference, Penn is barely 
still in contention for the divi-
sion title. Penn’s only win in 
the four-game series against 
Cornell came in game two on 
Sunday, pitched by senior Paul 
Cusick. Cusick was named the 
Big 5 Pitcher of the Week for 

the third time in four weeks af-
ter throwing a complete-game 
victory. The Quakers have 
won the last six games he has 
started. “He’s a guy that came 
in and pitched quite a bit as a 
freshman. I think he ran into 
a couple of injuries in the last 
few years, and from an outside 
perspective looking in, it’s a 
compliment to his work ethic 
and their staff,” Boretti said 
of Cusick. “He’s having a heck 
of a year. His strikeout num-
ber is leading the league, his 
ERA in the tops, and he’s been 
pitching very, very well, so for 
us to be able to do something 
against him would definitely be 
a challenge.”

The Lions will try to take 
advantage of Penn’s recent 
offensive struggles, as the 
Quakers only scored four runs 
in their entire second twinbill 
on Monday against Cornell. 
Penn was shutout the first 
game, 3-0, and its pitching was 
lit up in the nightcap, losing 13-
4. Like Columbia, the Quakers 

have been uncharacteristical-
ly silent at the plate, but they 
still have threats the Light Blue 
needs to be aware of. Jeremy 
Maas and Greg Zebrack both 
boast batting averages of about 
.320, and each has five homers 
going into the weekend. “The 
Penn series has always been a 
very tight, closely played se-
ries,” Boretti said. “It’s two 
programs that mirror each 
other in a lot of ways, and it’s 
New York versus Philadelphia, 
so guys should be fired up. On 
top of it all, Penn’s still alive, 
so to send them home packing 
would be a good motivational 
factor as well.”

Friday’s twinbill will be 
Senior Day. The Light Blue is 
bidding farewell to nine se-
niors after this weekend. Four 
of these Lions have been con-
sistent producers in the line-
up all season: Leadoff catalyst 
Nick Cox, homer-hungry Jason 
Banos, and shortstops Alex 

CU ends disappointing season versus Penn

Why 
am I 

even here?
I was not 

supposed 
to get into 
Columbia. 
I didn’t 
have the 
grades, SATs, 
or really 
the drive to 
get into a place like this. And 
what did I do once I got in? 
I joined the newspaper? Me, 
the dorky engineering kid 
who always loved sports to 
a fault but could never quite 
play them all that well? I 
never even really meant to 
get involved with Spectator. 
I didn’t write during my first 
semester, but I found that I 
missed the camaraderie of a 
team, missed the feeling of 
everyone collectively work-
ing toward a goal. I couldn’t 
make the tennis team here, so 
I figured I’d do the next best 
thing: I’d cover them for the 
Spec. I thought I would just 
weasel my way onto the team, 
but what I found instead was 
that I didn’t need to play a 
sport to feel like I was part 
of a team. I found my team, 
my friends, my family in the 
cramped, dingy office walls of 
2875 Broadway.

Now that my time at 
Columbia is almost done, it’s 
impossible to not think about 
what I learned during college. 
People go into college hoping 
to find themselves, to find 
meaning in their lives and in 
the world around them. But I 
never had that existential mo-
ment, that time when every-
thing had meaning and when 
it all became clear. But what 
I did learn was that college is 
all about dedication. Whether 
you are on a sports team, an 
a capella group, the Varsity 
Show, or even dedicated to 
pure academics, what I’ve 
found is that the people that 
learned the most at Columbia 
are the ones who slept the 
least and gave whatever they 
were involved in everything 
they could.

For me, I found my call-
ing at the Spectator. A lot of 
people, inside and outside of 
Spec, think of it as a chore, 
as something that you have 
to do. But I never saw it that 
way. I fell in love with every 
aspect of it, ranging from the 
late nights at the office to 
the process of telling other 
people’s stories.

A prospective student once 

asked me the best question 
I’ve gotten at Columbia. She 
asked me if I had a chance to 
redo my college career, what 
would I change? I thought for 
a second and gave the truest 
response I knew: I would try 
to become the editor in chief 
of Spectator.

Despite this, in a lot 
of ways, I was the worst 
Spectator writer possible. 
I was never sports editor—
heck, I never even ran for 
sports editor. I never turkey-
shot for a position despite 
being on the staff for three 
and a half years, and my Pix 
Box victory in 2010 was my 
crowning achievement. (But 
honestly, I cheated all the way 
to the winner’s circle on the 
final weekend.)

I never rose higher than a 
deputy within the paper, so 
what could I have possibly 
learned? Spec taught me to 
not be afraid to take chances. 
I got to the edge, looked out, 
and didn’t quite have the con-
fidence to take that next step. 
Spec showed me that I can 
do one better. The next time 
I find myself on that ledge, 
I’m going to close my eyes, 
take a deep breath, and find 
out exactly what lies in the 
unknown.

Now, in the tradition of 
Spec Sports, it’s time for some 
“thank you”s.

First, to Matt Velazquez, 
who brought me onto the staff 
and, more importantly, al-
lowed me to stay on.

To Bid Goswami: To be 
honest, this is the only part of 
this column that I’ve known 
word-for-word since I was 
a freshman. Coach, you are 
the gold standard to which 
every coach and administra-
tor in the athletic department 
should aspire to. If we had 
more people in this school 
who were like you, with your 
relentless passion for tennis 
and Columbia, maybe you and 
your team wouldn’t be the 
only ones winning Ivy titles 
with regularity. The heart 
and hustle that I’ve seen your 
teams play with for four years 
is second to none; I think we 
can all learn a lesson from you 
about the values of hard work, 
dedication, and passion. In 
the words of each and every 
one of your players—past, 
present, and future—you are, 
in every sense of the word, a 
champion.

To every member of the 

Why I Write: How the 
Spec taught me about life

COLUMBIA (17-23, 7-9 Ivy)
vs. PENN (17-19, 8-8 Ivy)

SATURDAY, 12 p.m., PHILADELPHIA, Pa.
SATURDAY, 2:30 p.m., PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

FRIDAY, 12 p.m., SATOW STADIUM
FRIDAY, 2:30 p.m., SATOW STADIUM

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SAYING GOODBYE  |  This weekend will be the last time that senior Geoff Whitaker suits up and pitches for the Light Blue.

SEE GUPTA, page 5

Softball drops game to Knights, will finish year against Penn  

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

NUMBER ONE  |  Freshman outfielder Emily Caruthers current-
ly leads the Light Blue’s offense with a batting average of .333.

SEE BASEBALL, page 5
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BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Paint will be splattered. There 
will be self-mocking satire and 
“thou”s galore. And of course, 
there will be “Gin and Juice.” If 
a weekend can be said to have 
a monopoly over the campus 
arts scene, it is this one. So, put 
on those hats of nontraditional 
school spirit, and go wild. 

From Friday, April 29, to 
Sunday, May 1, the 117th Annual 
Varsity Show will be held in Roone 
Arledge Auditorium, at 8 p.m, 
with an additional 2 p.m. show 
on Sunday. Bacchanal—along with 
acts from Columbia University 
Society of Hip-Hop, Das Racist, 
and Snoop Dogg—will take over 
the West Lawn on Saturday, April 
30, at 3 p.m. (lawn opens at 1:30 
p.m.). On a smaller scale, Holi will 
color Pupin Plaza on Saturday, 
April 30, starting at 11 a.m., 
and King’s Crown Shakespeare 
Troupe will parade “The Taming 
of the Shrew” around campus 
nightly from Thursday, April 28, 
to Saturday, April 30.

Bacchanal
Bacchanal’s choice of act for 

the spring concert is a yearly 
source of contention, since 1) the 
selection remains entirely ob-
scured from students until mid-
April, and 2) they are dealing with 
a lot of campus money. 

The Activities Board at 
Columbia allotted Bacchanal 
$106,425 for 2010-2011. “We’ve 
tried to be pretty in tune with the 
students’ desires…. It’s as we’ve 
done that their desire to keep 
us well-funded has increased,” 
Bacchanal co-president Jody 
Zellman, GS/JTS ’11, said. 

Snoop Dogg was booked on 
Jan. 14—a day Zellman said “will 
live in infamy”—and has been 
no exception on the controversy 
front. Natalia Fontecilla, CC ’11, 
called Snoop a classic but said, 
“I don’t know how good he’ll be 
live, especially because he’s get-
ting pretty old.” 

It’s a criticism to which 
Bacchanal’s other co-president 
Alex Kirk, CC ’11, drolly said, 
“Rappers are like a fine wine un-
less they die, cuz they get ma-
ture, and they get really nice with 
age.” “Drop it Like It’s Hot” may 
have debuted on the radio in the 
distant middle school past, but 
Snoop released a new album, 
“Doggumentary,” this April.

Some students aren’t particu-
larly concerned about the per-
former anyway. Rachel Spencer, 
GS/JTS ’11, said she’s “going for 
the experience, not really for the 
music.”

SEE ARTS, page B3
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Weekend

Campus arts
takeover:

VShow, Bacchanal rouse
school spirit

ILLUTRATION BY JIIN CHOI

Friday, April 29
 at 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 30 
at 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 1 
at 2 p.m. 

and 8 p.m.

117th annual varsity show
Roone Arledge Auditorium

Saturday, April 30 
at 3 p.m.

(West lawn opens 
1:30 p.m.)

bacchanal:
columbia university society of 
hip-hop
das racist
snoop dogg

West lawn

Saturday, April 30 
at 11 a.m.

holi
Pupin plaza

Friday, April 29
at 11:59 p.m.

Saturday, April 30 
at 11 p.m.

king’s crown shakespeare troupe:
“the taming of the shrew”

Low Plaza

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
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BY GEETIKA RUDRA
Spectator Staff Writer

Masterpieces of Western Music illustrates 
how today’s music progressed and developed 
from earlier roots. But where will today’s music 
be tomorrow? This Friday, April 29, at 6p.m., The 
Bamboozle Festival kicks off a three-day hom-
age to the cutting edge bands and performers at 
the forefront of today’s music scene. The event 
takes place at the Meadowlands Sports Complex 
in New Jersey.

The Bamboozle Festival has a reputation of 
combining larger-than-life signed artists with 
up-and-coming musicians trying to attract the 
attention of record companies. Friday’s lineup 

juxtaposes recognized performers like Thirty 
Seconds to Mars, Wiz Khalifa, Chiddy Bang, and 
Sam Adams against lesser-known acts Motionless 
in White and The Captive. Saturday’s headlin-
ers are Taking Back Sunday and The Gaslight 
Anthem, but the day will also feature acts from 
Das Racist and The Hood Internet. The festival 
closes on Sunday with Lil’ Wayne, Motley Crue, 
and Bruno Mars leading the main stages along 
with Push T and We the Kings.

Every year, The Bamboozle Festival adds new 
events to its lineup in an effort to set it apart from 
its competitors. Friday night, the festival will host 
two dance parties: “Temple of Boozle” and “The 
Bamboozle Prom,” which will combine classic 
dance favorites with edgy techno-rave music.

In the spirit of what the festival founder, 
John D’Esposito, calls “maintaining the spirit of 
Bamboozle, which is a giant explosion of energy,” 
this year’s festival will include a wrestling ring 
and tower featuring Lucha VaVOOM, a Mexican 
masked wrestling and comedy group. The group 
will perform eight times a day throughout the 
festival. 

Despite its penchant for making a spectacle, 
The Bamboozle Festival’s main goal is to give 
fledgling musicians a stage to showcase their 
work. “We pride ourselves in artist develop-
ment,” D’Esposito said. “We work with what 
is spontaneous, creative, forceful, and hip. We 
tap into what kids are into.” It is for this reason 
that The Bamboozle Festival has such a diverse 

lineup of rock, techno, rap, and hip-hop. 
“When our audience wanted rap, we gave it 

to them,” D’Esposito said. “We invested in rap-
pers that had never had a chance to take it main-
stream. We showcased Lil’ Wayne before he was 
Lil’ Wayne. We gave Wiz Khalifa a stage when 
he was just starting out, and that jumpstarted 
his career.” 

This year, D’Esposito is expecting big things 
from rapper Lil’ B, hard rockers Black Veil Brides, 
and mash-up group The Super Mash Bros.

Those eager to make the trek across the river 
to see one of the biggest music festivals in the 
country can still purchase three-day passes, as 
well as single-day tickets, online. The full lineup 
is also available on the festival’s site.

New Jersey gets ‘Bamboozle’-d this weekend for annual music festival at Meadowlands  

COURTESY OF MARK SULLIVAN

TALENT SPOTTER  |  The founder of The Bamboozle Festival, John D’Esposito, prides the three-day event on recognizing up-and-coming acts just as much as bringing in big-name performers.

Summer Reads
Summer—the time when one will supposedly catch up on all that unfinished school reading. With internships, study abroad programs, 
and traveling, there probably won’t be too much time in the summer either. And while no one wants to look pretentious reading Joyce 
on the beach, these novels might just hit the mark.  —BY NICOLLETTE BARSAMIAN    

Jennifer Egan’s latest novel, “A Visit From the Goon Squad,” just won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction—which, 
at Columbia (and in the world at large), is kind of a big deal. But for the more entertainment-focused, the 
book is in the process of being developed into an HBO series, perhaps becoming the next Sopranos. Diligent 
readers should take the opportunity to read the book before the show comes out. The novel shifts back and 
forth through time, though most of it takes place in New York City.  

‘A Visit From the Goon Squad’

What better time than the summer to catch 
up on new hipster favorites? Blake Butler’s 
“There is No Year” was just released in April, 
so one will hardly even be behind. The book 
is probably one of the weirdest of the decade. 
Even the “official” description can stand on 
its own as a work of art. There are some crazy 
lines, from “Events on the horizon: a hole, a 
box, a light, a girl” to “Holes in houses. Holes 
in speaking. Holes in flesh.” Deviating from 
the standard book dimensions, the shape of 
the book is also one of a kind. 

‘There is No Year’

Read this hunkering novel now because it may be tough to do so during the busy school year. Clocking 
in at nearly 600 pages, Jonathan Franzen’s “Freedom” is sure to please in the wake of “The Corrections.” 
Hailed as a modern day Tolstoy or Eliot, Franzen is fit to have his name thrown around in an English seminar. 
“Freedom” follows the lives of several members of a family and continues for several years and more than 
several pages. And, as one can guess from the book cover, there’s some birdwatching involved. 

‘Let the Great World 
Spin’

Supposedly the “first great 9/11 novel,” 
Colum McCann’s “Let the Great World Spin” 
focuses on Phillipe Petite and his real-life 
tightrope walk between the Twin Towers. 
McCann himself has a charming Irish accent 
that one might imagine reading the book in. 
There’s also a second “secret” plot about a 
fictional prostitution trial. “Let the Great 
World Spin” won the National Book Award 
in fiction in 2009. 

‘Freedom’

Best 
of

ILLUSTRATIONS BY THUTO DURKAC SOMO
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As I prepare to graduate 
in a few weeks, I’ve 

been reflecting on one of 
the main protests raised at 
a recent Safe Space Forum 
on campus: Safe spaces do 
not prepare members of the 
LGBTQ community for the 
real world. Upon graduation, 
a queer alum may wake up 
and find that her time at 
Columbia was nothing but a 
liberal utopian wet dream.

On campus, safe spaces provided by LGBTQ 
student groups can set up ground rules for 
conversation and conduct that allow LGBTQ 
students to feel comfortable being themselves, 
but will these same students stop feeling safe 
once they enter the real world?

Part of what safe spaces do is implement 
baseline practices of respect for others’ identi-
ties, like not assuming that everyone is straight 
and identifies with their apparent gender. It’s 
true that such practices of respect aren’t uni-
versal, although both individuals and institu-
tions are making a difference. I’m lucky to have 
accepted a job with a company that consistently 
ranks as a top workplace to be LGBTQ. Some 
companies have workplace antidiscrimination 
policies that include sexual and gender identi-
ties. Some also pay same-partner benefits, even 
if many state and federal laws are woefully 
lacking.

Many companies have active LGBTQ 
employee groups, and a few have safe space 
campaigns similar to the pink-flyer cam-
paign carried out by Everyone Allied Against 
Homophobia at Columbia.

Even so, many LGBTQ professionals feel 
apprehensive about coming out at work—after 
all, personal attitudes of co-workers are hard to 
legislate. Depending on where one works, many 
of one’s co-workers or clients may be of an old-
er generation, or the culture of one’s workplace 
may be more conservative. 

Some queer or trans individuals figure it will 
be simpler or more professional to stay in the 
closet. Greg*, for example, worried that if his 
co-workers found out his partner Jordan was 
also male, “Their minds would jump immedi-
ately to sex.”

Although Greg is an executive at an ex-
tremely gay-friendly firm, for many years, he 
played the pronoun game when asked about his 
personal life. Greg leaned on Jordan’s gender-
neutral name and went to circuitous lengths to 
avoid using pronouns when talking about him, 
i.e. “When Jordan was buying Jordan’s first car, 
Jordan went to a place that Jordan’s friend had 
recommended.” Greg came out only after he 
found out that his employees had an ongoing 
contest among themselves to get him to pro-
duce the most convoluted sentence.

It’s nearly impossible not to talk about one’s 
personal life at work—generally, people like to 
know that they are doing business with human 
beings. Co-workers ask questions about each 
others’ lives outside of work. At my internship 
at MTV this semester, I was struck by how 
break-room conversations were both extremely 
inclusive and incredibly mundane. As it turns 
out, queer or straight, everyone’s significant 
other’s family has a cat or a dog that is either 
super cute or completely psycho.

In order to foster a more inclusive atmo-
sphere in the workplace, individuals would be 
wise to employ some of the same practices 
used in Columbia’s safe spaces. For example, 
use gender neutral language when prying 
into a co-worker’s life—“Are you seeing any-
one special?” as opposed to “Do you have a 
boyfriend?” Although this may seem like an 
insignificant trick of language, it makes a big 
difference. It’s extremely difficult to respond 
with something along the lines of “Actually, I 
have a girlfriend,” especially when unsure of 
the opinions and attitudes of the co-worker 
who asked.

During Chinese classes I’ve taken at 
Columbia, I’ve watched gay classmates make 
up imaginary significant others of the oppo-
site gender rather than correct their teachers’ 
assumptions. Heteronormative and gender 
normative conversations can place similar 
pressures on LGBTQ individuals in real life, 
and ambition can motivate even the most 
self-assured LGBTQ professional to hide his 
personal life. But a team is more productive 
when everyone can relax and talk about his 
boyfriend’s mom’s lunatic chihuahua without 
fear. Basic considerations can go a long way in 
helping everyone feel comfortable.

At Columbia and in the world beyond, it 
is individuals who create safe spaces, who 
learn and share standards of respect for others 
wherever they go. In the Columbia queer com-
munity, I have worked to build safe spaces on 
the fly, to frame difficult discussions in terms 
of respect. My Columbia co-workers have 
taught me well. Graduation does not scare me.

*All names changed.

Lucy Sun is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in economics. Queerbot runs 

alternate Fridays.

New alums have to 
create safe spaces 
outside CU walls

Queerbot

LUCY 
SUN

It’s nearly impossible not to 
talk about one’s personal life 
at work—generally, people like 
to know that they are doing 
business with human beings.

COURTESY OF MARK SCHAFER

ALL GROWN UP  |  Emma Roberts (left) and Freddie Highmore (right) star in the upcoming “The Art of Getting By,” which will be released on June 17. 

BY KINNO NOROJONO
Columbia Daily Spectator 

With the likes of celebrities such as Lindsay 
Lohan and Demi Lovato, it’s easy to change their 
labels from “child star” to “rehab-hopping kleptoma-
niac,” “self-injuring bulimic,” or “drug addict.” While 
such celebrities have been negatively portrayed by 
the tabloids, it’s safe to say that child actors don’t 
have good reputations when it comes to the transi-
tion from childhood stardom to adult careers. But 
Freddie Highmore is one former child star that won’t 
be gracing tabloid covers anytime soon.  

In his breakout adult role, Highmore stars in “The 
Art of Getting By,” which premiered at the Sundance 
Film Festival and will open nationwide on June 17. 
He plays George Zinavoy, a disillusioned and lonely 
high school senior who seems to have gotten through 
high school without doing any real work. Propelled 
by a chance encounter, George meets Sally (Emma 

Roberts), a beautiful and complicated girl who turns 
his world upside down, for better or worse.  

Far from the character of George, a self-pro-
claimed slacker, Highmore has enjoyed an array of 
accomplishments throughout his career, which first 
took off in 2004 with “Finding Neverland.” Acting 
alongside legendary thespians Johnny Depp and 
Kate Winslet, the then 10-year-old Highmore held 
his own, earning a Screen Actors Guild nomination. 

Highmore commented on starting his acting ca-
reer at such a young age: “If anything, acting has sort 
of enhanced my childhood as opposed to taking any-
thing away from it.”

He then added that he was able to “just distance 
myself quite a lot from it…so it was never too much an 
issue actually being able to get back to my usual life.”

An everyday life is exactly what Highmore 
has fought hard to keep. In 2010, he enrolled in 
Cambridge University’s Emmanuel College  to study 
Spanish and Arabic. He plans to “carry on certainly 

enjoying Cambridge—and don’t give up on that in 
any way.”

But that doesn’t mean Highmore is finished with 
the acting world. 

“There’s a few things that I’m looking to do in the 
future as well that should be able to fit in,” Highmore 
said. 

After over 10 years of acting, Highmore discussed 
his transition into more adult roles.

“As you get older, you want to carry on playing 
roles your own age…so with ‘The Art of Getting By,’ 
I think it was the first coming of age film that I’ve 
done,” Highmore explained.

With the exception of talents like Joseph Gordon-
Levitt, it’s rare to see an actor transition smoothly 
from prototypical children roles to more adult ones. 
Though it may be too early to tell, audiences can 
rest assured that they will be seeing a lot more of 
Highmore on the big screen rather than on the tab-
loid covers. 

Bacchanal is proud just to have reigned in 
such a big act. “Every year students ask for a lot 
of high-profile musicians, and I think that this 
is one of the first years in really recent memory 
that we’ve been able to kind of match demands,” 
Bacchanal concert chair Daniel Weinstein, CC 
’13, said. According to him, Snoop Dogg chose 
Columbia over three other schools—ironic, since 
three other schools beat out Columbia in the 
Bulletstorm competition for a free Snoop concert.

“There was absolutely no coordination, it 
freaked the hell out of us,” Weinstein said of the 
promotion. In the end, though, Zellman said, “It 
assuaged any fears of ours—that alone showed 
there would be a huge show of support for the 
Snoop Dogg concert.”

Bacchanal did not want to release this year’s 
other top contenders for the concert, saying only 
that the one artist who ranked higher in student 
suggestions was Lil’ Wayne. “We can’t afford 
him,” Kirk said, laughing.

Another common complaint about this year’s 
lineup is that it’s all hip-hop. “It’s kind of like the 
indie crowd anyway that listens to Das Racist,” 
Kirk said, while Zellman added that the show 
represents “the full range of hip-hop.”

CUSH, an Intercultural Resource Center com-
mittee turned 17-person winning act of the first-
ever Battle 4 Bacchanal, also addressed the cri-
tique. “Our performance didn’t sound anything 
like the stereotypical hip-hop,” Anthony Ace 
Patterson (Tha Pyro), CC ’11, CUSH treasurer 
and rapper, said. 

He classified CUSH as performing within the 
“drum, song, and dance” African-American tradi-
tion, but producer Jon Tanners, CC ’11, stressed 
the jazzy aspect added by band Lucky Chops: 
“This is about bringing back some of the live as-
pects of hip-hop performance that were inherent 
in its beginnings.” 

Regarding the win, Tanners said, “It marked 
this kind of incredible leap for us. We’ve been 
working on bringing CUSH to fruition for 3 
years.” Patterson added, “It’s a nice graduation 
present.” CUSH will play its Battle 4 Bacchanal 
songs “Move” and “Twilight” again on Saturday.

CUSH includes plenty of Snoop enthusiasts 
but is less sympathetic toward Das Racist. “Before 
we disparage them, which we are, you know, to-
tally apt to do, and we could do that for days, I 
think it’s more important to highlight the ways…
we’re similar in terms of our goals,” Lucky Chops 
drummer Jesse Chevan, CC ’12, said, elaborating 
that both groups, as activists, “point out systems 
and structures of racism and the discourses of 
inequality in our society.”

Singer Taylor Harvey, CC ’14, clarified that 
they take issue rather with Das Racist’s hyper-
literate, obscure style. “Instead of inundating 
the crowd with a deeper message about social 

consciousness, we just put that in the forefront 
as where we come from,” she said.

Still, Tanners commented on what CUSH, as the 
underdog act, hopes to bring to the stage. “You’re 
going to see Snoop, and the crowd could perform 
for him,” he said. “This is about creating an at-
mosphere and…taking that energy of our smaller 
events and exploding it rather to this context.”

This year’s concert has been moved from 
its usual Low Plaza spot due to a mix-up with 
Undergraduate Events Management that wasn’t 
discovered until a couple weeks ago. Kirk said that 
because of graduation Low “was supposed to be 
blocked off, but it was just a miscommunication.” 

Though it has been a logistics headache for the 
group, Zellman is happy about the new location: 
“They’re allowing us to use the lawn, which as 
everyone knows is the most precious possession 
of Columbia just short of Alma Mater’s scepter.” 

Weinstein isn’t surprised at the honor. “Aside 
from graduation we’re definitely the biggest event 
on campus,” he said. 

The Varsity Show
While Bacchanal’s date changes around—jug-

gling Easter, Coachella, and other schools’ spring 
flings—Varsity Show has the last weekend of April 
stamped out annually. And each year’s newly 
crafted content is kept secret even longer than 
that of Bacchanal—the title is revealed on the pro-
gram’s opening night.

“This is probably the only show that I know 
of that people will come to not knowing the con-
tent,” Varsity Show co-producer Martin Willner, 
CC ’12, said. “They’re not necessarily looking for a 
plot, they’re just looking to have a really fun time 
and laugh at Columbia.” Willner and co-producer 
Fiona Georgakis, CC ’13, constantly checked each 
other during their interview, making sure not to 
reveal anything concrete.  

The annual West End preview doesn’t give 
away any plot themes either. “I don’t know if the 
West End preview is really understood,” Willner 
said. “It’s just like a preview of some songs.” That 
said, he promised that some fan favorites from 
West End have remained—perhaps the catchy 
“Man Date” or the varietal tango “College as the 
Latin Word for Mistakes.”

The West End preview also falls before Turkey 
Day, in March, when the show is performed 
for Varsity Show alums who then critique it. 
Afterward, 80 percent of the show was over-
hauled—and that’s less than last year’s percentage. 

The revamped 117th show will focus more heav-
ily on dance, orchestration (there will be a 10-piece 
band), and varying aesthetics than in recent years. 
“We have the unique opportunity to play out peo-
ple’s strengths,” Willner said, contrasting against 
pre-written shows. He said that choreographer 
Sara Miller, BC ’13, asked for dance to be important 
in the show, “so we considered that in our casting, 
and we got really great dancers.”

“I’ve taken ‘Choreography for the American 
Musical’ at Barnard and I’ve learned … the danc-
ing has to mean something, and it has to be mo-
tivated,” Miller said.

Given this year’s scandalous campus events, 
perhaps Barnard will get a rest in favor of drug 
bust and incest quips. “This year has given us 
some great source material,” Georgakis said. 
“That is sort of the point of the Varsity Show in 
recent years, is to address the events of the year.” 

“The hardest part was how to address things 
so they’re funny, so they’re appropriate, so they’re 
inappropriate,” Willner said. 

Touchy subjects aside, Georgakis said, “I think 
that with us knowing what the content is…it sends 
a pretty positive message going into the end of 
the year.”

One weekend
“The end of the year” signals another impor-

tant factor for this weekend—impending exams.
“It is awful because that weekend really isn’t 

freedom before finals—I already have finals due 
in reading week,” Columbia student Spencer said, 
adding, “I may have to skip VShow in order to 
write papers.”

Georgakis sympathized with this: “I think it 
might be a little overwhelming,” she said. 

Of the two events, Varsity Show seems more 
at risk of losing spectators—at least on Saturday 
night, since most who attend Bacchanal will al-
ready be feeling like it’s Sunday morning. 

“It’s [Varsity Show is] over a weekend—if you 
can’t make it because of the concert, go another 
night,” Kirk said bluntly.

For the most part, though, the two student 
groups are affable toward each other. “I’m going 
to the Varsity Show on Sunday,” Zellman said. On 
the other side, Willner said, “We have an award 
ceremony that we have before, so I don’t know 
if we’ll get to go, but I want to see Snoop Dogg.” 

Meanwhile, KCST director Mikhaela Mahony, 
BC ’11, and producers Dan Aprahamian, SEAS 
’12, and Diana Levy, CC ’12, said in an email that 
though they traditionally have a rivalry with 
Varsity Show, it’s turned friendly recently since, 
“Several of our troupe members are in the Varsity 
Show this year, and our cast includes a number 
of VShow alums.” They recommend that students 
follow up Friday night’s Varsity Show with their 
midnight production of “Taming of the Shrew.”  

And for Bacchanal they have nothing but love: 
“They really bring the campus together for the 
concert … and having talked to them over the se-
mester, we have a new appreciation for just how 
much work goes into the concert,” they said.

Whatever event(s) students choose, it’s the 
weekend for Columbia to show its own version of 
pride. “There’s a typical saying that ‘Columbia stu-
dents don’t have school spirit,’” Miller said, “but 
it’s…a different way to have school spirit, coming 
together to sit down to see a performance.”

Freddie Highmore transitions from child to adult stardom in new film

The 117th Varsity Show and Bacchanal brighten up the home stretch
ARTICLE ARTS from page B1
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WARIQUE MAGNIFIQUE  |  Taking over Noche Mexicano’s former location, Warique Peruvian Kitchen offers cheap, decent eats.

Warique Peruvian Kitchen

BY LIANA GERGELY
Spectator Staff Writer

“Barnard Dances at Miller,” the department of dance’s spring show, 
will premiere four new works by cutting-edge New York choreog-
raphers. Miller Theatre will host the event on Friday, April 29, at 7 
p.m., and Saturday, April 30, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Professional chore-
ographers Faye Driscoll, Jon Kinzel, Jill Johnson, and Kyle Abraham 
will present the final products of their collaborative semester-long 
projects, displaying a variety of dance styles and aesthetics. 

“It’s really fun to have Jill Johnson, for example, making a con-
temporary ballet, and I don’t even think it’s confined to that, because 
she’s drawn to very interesting and creative dancers,” Mary Cochran, 
artistic director of the Barnard College department of dance, said.

Johnson and the other three choreographers have each worked 
with their respective casts for multiple hours a week in an effort 
to create introspective, thought-provoking pieces. The drawn-out 
choreographic process allows for student input, inventiveness, and 
expression.

“Barnard at Miller has been a new experience entirely for me. 
Working with a choreographer who concentrates very much on the 
collaborative process of making a dance exposed me to a freedom that 
I had not as of experienced in the dance world,” Julia Discenza, BC 
’14 and one of the four dancers in Driscoll’s piece, said. 

All four choreographers have allowed the students either to create 
their own movement to incorporate into the piece or to manipulate a 
given movement. Through improvisation and composition, the danc-
ers have been able to have an active role in the artistic process for this 
upcoming performance. 

“Every choreographer has a different approach to movement and 
setting work on dancers, and it’s always a very exciting challenge to 
learn how to best assimilate to their style,” Marie Janicek, BC ’12, said. 
Janicek is a dancer in two of the “Barnard Dances at Miller” pieces. 

Danny Pahl, CC ’14 and a dancer in Johnson’s ballet, commented 
on the benefit of working with a cast for such an extended period of 
time. “I have had the opportunity to work with 20 amazing dancers 
who have all taught me so much,” she said. “Part of the experience 
is learning your choreographer’s movement style and then another 
part is learning from your peers and this semester in particular has 
provided me the opportunity to work with so many incredible and 
different dancers with varied backgrounds.”

The process of working with choreographers so esteemed in 
the dance community has not only attracted large student involve-
ment but has earned the Barnard dance department recognition 
in Dance Magazine. 

“The choreographers come in and work with the dancers at the 
same level that they work at in the professional world,” Cochran 
said. “Many of the choreographers have companies. It provides 
invaluable skills.” 

‘Barnard Dances at Miller’

BY CATHERINE RICE
Columbia Daily Spectator 

On Thursday, April 28, the Flanders Recorder Quartet performed 
an array of Baroque pieces at the American Academy of Arts & Letters 
(156th Street, between Broadway and Riverside Drive) in a program 
titled “Reclaiming Bach for the Recorder,” presented by Miller Theatre.

Among the composers whose works were featured were Bach, 
Vivaldi, and Telemann, and among the instruments were recorders 
in different ranges, from the sopranino to the tenor to the “man-high” 
contrabass in F. 

Recorders are curious instruments—to most people, they represent 
a dreaded contraption they were forced to play in middle school band. 
Some musicians see them as a pseudo-woodwind of sorts, not nearly as 
prominent in the Baroque literature as the oboe or bassoon. 

But as this concert demonstrated, recorders are flexible instru-
ments that “can offer a certain charm and transparency—each voice 
securing a degree of individuality and independence,” in the words 
of one of the quartet members, Tom Beets. Through the rearrange-
ment of an organ piece, a concerto grosso for violin, and a choral 
motet for recorders instead, the audience was able to hear these 
pieces in a new light.

During Bach’s “Fugue in G,” the performers focused on their inde-
pendent lines, weaving in and out of each others’ 16th note runs, but 
managed to retain the underlying pulse and create a sense of synergy. 

In the “Art of Fugue,” the timbres of the instruments blended 
enough at times to sound something like a water organ, with slight-
ly muffled yet round and cushioned tones. Yet, at other times, the 
timbres of the individually ranged instruments differed enough 
to distinguish the lines in a way that would be impossible on an 
organ. The opposite effects are neither good nor bad: They sim-
ply demonstrate how arrangement endows the music with new 
artistic interpretation.

Some period performance diehards might take issue with the 
practice of arranging Baroque pieces for nontraditional instruments. 
After all, Bach hardly wrote for recorder, and recorder quartets are 
rare in the repertoire. But it is also part of the spirit and practice of 
Baroque music to leave instrumentation—along with other liber-
ties since lost, such as improvisation and ornamentation—open to 
the performer. Bach’s keyboard pieces were played on harpsichord 
and organ, and his concertos regularly interchange violin for oboe 
and cello for bassoon. The question becomes where to draw the 
line between acceptable instrumental substitutions and historically 
inaccurate ones.

This performance is what a Baroque performance could, but 
not necessarily should, look like, in all aspects of presentation: the 
aristocratic setting, the balance between displayed emotion and 
cold-hearted technique, and a healthy dose of ornamentation. But 
it is possible to see the same performance in someone’s living room 
being just as legitimate.

‘Reclaiming Bach for the Recorder’

BY JASON BELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For a restaurant to get noticed in New York, it needs a celebrity 
chef, an egregiously hip concept or location, a big league PR team, 
or a lot of luck: right place, right time, right customers. Too many 
perfectly decent restaurants slip beneath the hype and drown—
Warique Peruvian Kitchen is such a restaurant, easily better than 
many Morningside Heights competitors but lacking even a drop of 
special sauce. 

It’s located on a beaten-up track of Amsterdam Avenue, far 
enough from Columbia to deter students and from West End Avenue 
to deter Upper West Side families. How can a neighborhood res-
taurant survive such times? Serve as a gathering point for locals, a 
social institution, and a spot for tasty eats.

Hopefully Warique will weather its first few months because this 
restaurant serves homestyle Peruvian food with polish. Unlike its 
fancier neighbors—Pio Pio, a pricey (and happening) Peruvian joint, 
and Flor de Mayo, an embarrassing imitator of Peru’s Chinese fusion 
fare—Warique serves a simple menu to dusty expats. 

Anticucho, grilled veal heart skewers, sounds intimidating—
chewy and beefy, the heart comes sliced thin like cheese steak. 
With a handful of complimentary fried corn, the salty meat builds 
a mighty thirst. Start with a glass of Inca Kola, a chartreuse soft 
drink that tastes like lemon drops. A single sip is a sugar fiend’s 
dope-addled dream. 

A riskier appetizer proposition, Causa Peruana is a cold composition 
of mashed potatoes, avocado, and shrimp salad. Layered in an elaborate 
cake, rather ordinary potato and shrimp look surprisingly sophisticated. 
Popular on the Peruvian coast, causa is a refreshing summer dish. This 
rendition’s ratio feels off, though—too much starch, too little protein.

Warique executes another Peruvian standard, ceviche, with a 
rustic touch. Marinated raw seafood, ceviche showcases superb 
ingredients and well-crafted leche de tigre—citrus and onion-
tinged marinade. Ceviche Mixto includes corvina (blue snap-
per), shrimp, octopus, calamari, and scallops. The lime juice, 
red onion, cilantro, and hot pepper marinade cooks the fish into 
submission. Unfortunately, the octopus tastes like synthetic shoe 
leather, rubbery and bland. Once the mound of onion and the 
occasional octopus chunk have been pushed aside, Warique’s 
ceviche makes a nice meal.

Swimming in a soup of milky yellow sauce, tiny pieces of chicken 
make a half-hearted appearance in Aji de Gallina. That rich sauce 
mainly disguises imposing slabs of potato. Despite its paucity of 
protein, this Peruvian classic still seems like too much food to fin-
ish, especially with the miniature mountain of white rice served 
on the side.

The best deal at Warique is the rotisserie chicken. Half a chick-
en—and moist, Peruvian spiced chicken at that—for $6 is a compel-
ling reason for students to visit. Sides come at $3 a piece, but one is 
enough for non-varsity athletes. Maduros, fried sweet plantain, is 
tangy and covered in a syrupy crust. Delicately seasoned yellow rice 
is another safe choice. Walking back to campus proves difficult after 
fistfuls of fatty chicken skin and unending mouthfuls of plantain.

Dinner ends with Peruvian caramels and a reasonable bill. 
Warique Peruvian Kitchen will not be a destination restaurant for 
either students or socialities, but it can survive. How can a poor man 
stand such times as these? Rotisserie chicken and rice. And that’s 
how Warique will survive, too.

COURTESY OF DAVID HOPSON

WORKING TOGETHER  |  Student dancers have been collaborat-
ing with professional choreographers all semester for this show.

COURTESY OF FLANDERS RECORDER QUARTET

HIGH BROW  |  Quartet members Bart Spanhove, Tom Beets, Joris Van Goethem, and Paul Van Loey take a non-classical approach.

After releasing their latest album, “Blood Pressures,” 
earlier this month, this garage rock duo stops in NYC. 
The Entrance Band and Cold Cave will open.

The Kills

—Terminal 5, 610 W. 56th St., between Elev-
enth and Twelfth avenues, Friday, April 29, 

8 p.m., $25

music

In conjunction with the various sports movies showing at 
the Tribeca Film Festival, this street fair will feature major 
New York athletes, mascots, and lots of activities, from 
hockey shootouts to pickup basketball games.

Tribeca/ESPN Sports Day
—North Moore Street, between Greenwich 

and West streets, Saturday, April 30, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., free

wildcard

“The Happy Ever After,” a two-part solo exhibition, show-
cases Grannan’s color photographs of street performers in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco and also premieres her first 
video work, “The Believers.” 

Katy Grannan: Believers
—Salon 94, 243 Bowery, at Stanton Street, 

now through Saturday, April, 30, 
various times, free 

art
events

This legendary Western from 1973 stars James Coburn, Kris 
Kristofferson, and Bob Dylan. Also screens Friday, April 
29 at 7:30 p.m., preceded by a reading and Q-and-A with 
screenwriter Rudy Wurlitzer and performer Will Oldham.

‘Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid’
—Anthology Film Archives, 32 Second Ave., 

at 2nd Street, Sunday, May 1, 4:30 p.m., 
$7 with CUID.

film    

New Morningside spot dishes up authentic fare but without any special kick
Contemporary choreographers and CU 
dancers collaborate for a spring show

Flanders Recorder Quartet rearranges traditional ideas of Baroque music

Flipside
Guide 
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Time: Open daily, various 
times
Place: 842 Amsterdam, between 
101st and 102nd streets
Cost: $15-$30
Rating: »

WHERE IS IT?

Time: Friday, April 29, 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 30, 2 p.m., 
7 p.m.
Place: Miller Theater, 2960 
Broadway, at 116th Street
Cost: $12 with CUID, $20 
general admission

WHERE IS IT?

Flipside Guide Food & Drink reviews are evaluated for: student-
friendliness, price point, accessibility, quality, and cool factor. 
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