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Though Columbia College 
Student Council elections 
ended last week, a conflict 
over posters has yielded a 
continuous conversation on 
the vetting of materials.
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Il Divo, written and directed 
by Paolo Sorrentino, infuses 
humor and excitement into 
its plot, while focusing on 
the politics and misdeeds of 
the popular Italian icon.

Down and dirty with 
Italian prime minister

A&E, page 3

The Big Green leads Ivy 
League baseball and the 
Rolfe division 16-4, only a 
match against the Gehrig 
champion stands in its way 
for the Ivy League title.

Baseball comes to 
close competition

Sports, page 7

Unlike conservatory pro-
grams that stress musical 
performance, Columbia’s 
music major focuses on 
theory and scholarship as a 
way to master the art.

CU’s music program 
proves unexpected 

A&E, page 6

No.3 Penn will represent the 
Ivy League in the NCAA 
championship, however 
No.6 Princeton and No.16 
Dartmouth hope for spots 
to take the national title.

Penn takes Ivy League 
lacrosse to NCAA

Sports, page 8

News around the clock

ColumbiaSpectator.com

Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

BY LIZA WEINGARTEN
Spectator Staff Writer

The right to same-sex mar-
riage, once a long-shot hope for 
many couples in New York, may 
become a reality.

The Judiciary Committee of 
the New York State Assembly will 
vote Tuesday on a bill, sponsored 
by democratic Assemblyman 
Daniel O’Donnell of Morningside 
Heights, to legalize same-sex 
marriage in the state.

Governor David Paterson re-
introduced the bill on April 16, 
becoming part of what some see 
as a recent nationwide trend of 
state-level marriage equality. Iowa 
and Vermont both legalized gay 
marriage in early April.

“I’d say its about time,” Ian 
Scheffler, CC ’12 said. “Lets get 
with this whole Northeast gay 
marriage thing.”

But despite what it may seem, 
the state is not simply follow-
ing a burgeoning movement. In 
2007, the State Assembly passed 
a same-sex marriage bill put 
forth by former governor Eliot 
Spitzer by a vote of 85-61, though 
the legislation did not make it 
through the then-Republican-
controlled State Senate.

“Our work to correct injus-
tice cannot depend on factors 
like timing or guaranteed suc-
cess,” Paterson said in a press 
release. “For too long, LGBT 
New Yorkers have been told to 
wait for their civil rights and 
personal freedom. We will not 
wait any longer.”

According to Paterson, as 
many as 1,324 civil protections, 

such as health care and pension 
rights, are denied to same-sex 
couples because they are not 
allowed to marry.

Yet this time around, people 
are more hopeful. The new 
bill has gained 54 co-spon-
sors—a record number—in 
only three days.

“That’s a very, very difficult 
thing to do,” O’Donnell said, 
noting the significance not only 
of the number of sponsors but 
also of the amount of time it 
took to gain them. O’Donnell 
was also the lead sponsor of the 
2007 bill and was behind the its 
passage in the Assembly.

If passed in the Assembly, 
the legislation will then be in-
troduced onto the floor of the 
Senate, where it will need 32 
votes to pass. And with the sup-
port of Democrat and Senate 
majority leader Malcolm A. 
Smith, the bill is even closer to 
becoming a law.

“I think that there is a much 
better chance that the N.Y. State 
Legislature will approve the gay 
marriage bill now than ever 
before,” said Flora Davidson, 
professor of political science 
and urban studies at Barnard.  
Davidson cited the recent ap-
proval of similar bills in other 
states as well as support from 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, Paterson, and other 
elected officials as being help-
ful factors.

“This doesn’t mean that this 
will be enough to overcome op-
position from more conservative 

BY ALIX PIANIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Enjoy that cigarette on Low 
Steps now, as campus smok-
ing may soon be more tightly 
regulated.

After months of consideration 
and student and faculty feed-
back, the Columbia University 
tobacco workgroup has proposed 
a ban on smoking within the 
campus gates.

New York laws prohibit 
smoking within 25 feet of 
a building.

Scott Wright, vice 
president for student 
auxiliary services, 
said that he was ap-
proached by a direc-
tor from Columbia 
Health Services who 
wanted to look into 
whether or not the 
smoking regulations 
were adequate on cam-
pus. As a result, Wright 
proposed developing a 
workgroup to look into 
smoking measures.

The on-campus smoking 
regulations, faculty and Health 
Services members suggested, 

may be in for an update, espe-
cially as New York law cracks 
down on smoking in certain 
outdoor areas. After comparing 
opinions from people working 
and living in buildings across 
campus and those who would 
be most affected by smoking, 
the workgroup began to wonder 
if it would be possible to make 

Columbia smoke-free within 
the gates, an idea that the group 
ran with.

The proposa l  i s  to cre-
ate a “smoke-free core of the 
Morningside campus, including 
all areas within University gates,” 
according to Columbia Student 
Services. Currently, smoking is 
banned at Barnard and Teachers 
College as well as at the Union 
Theological Seminary. Under 
the proposal, smoking would be 

banned from 114th to 116th 
streets between Amsterdam 

and Broadway as well 
as from East Campus 
closer to Morningside 
Park.

Columbia College 
Student Counci l 
Vice President of 
Policy Adil Ahmed, 
CC ’09, is the stu-
dent member of the 

workgroup comprised 
of representatives from 

Health Services, Public 
Safety, and Columbia 

University Housing and 
Dining as well as members and 

directors of the Alice! Health 

Morningside’s O’Donnell 
pushes for equal rights

The Diana joins Barnard divinities
BY MAGGIE ASTOR AND JOY RESMOVITS

Columbia Daily Spectator

“It’s a girl!”
So read the first line of the an-

nouncement Barnard sent to stu-
dents describing the name of the 
school’s new student center, slated 
to open at the beginning of the 
spring 2010 semester. On the sunny 
Monday afternoon of Barnard’s 
Spirit Day, in the shadow of the 
not-yet-complete structure, Barnard 
President Debora Spar announced 
the building’s new, and supposedly 
final, name—The Diana.

The building, originally known 
as the Nexus, acquired the nickname 
“The Vag” at last year’s Topping 
Out ceremony—also held on Spirit 
Day—when, amid a show of fire-
works, Barnard announced that 
the chief donors to the project were 
trustee P. Roy Vagelos and his wife, 
Diana Vagelos.

Even comedian Chevy Chase of 
Saturday Night Live and Caddyshack 
fame poked fun at the building’s 
name—which many students found 
amusingly apropos for the student 
center at a women’s college—at 
the Barnard Scholarship Gala and 
Auction he emceed last summer.

The center—which will feature 
a curtain wall, black-box theater, ar-
chitecture and art classrooms, dining 
facilities, and meeting rooms—will 
honor Diana T. Vagelos, BC ’55, who, 
along with her husband, donated $15 
million to the Nexus. The name will 
also pay homage to Barnard’s spirit 
as a women’s college.

“Diana was, among other things, 
a goddess of female power,” Spar 
said. “Given the power of this gift 
to the College, the power of the 
women who study and graduate 
from Barnard, and given Diana’s 
generosity and dedicated service, it 
seemed the perfect name.”

The Diana will join the re-
cently announced Athena Center, 
the growth of the Barnard 
Leadership Initiative.

“It’s definitely really exciting that 
we have a name now, and it’s a very 
appropriate name given that it hap-
pens to be, coincidentally, the name 
of Diana Vagelos and also ... the 
goddess and an example of female 
power,” said Shalini Agrawal, BC 
’09 and the Student Government 
Association representative for univer-
sity programming. “I think it works 
really well for our school.”

Barnard Board of Trustees Chair 
Anna Quindlen, BC ’74, added, “We 
are now goddess central, although 
given our spectacular students you 
could argue we always have been.”

Agrawal noted that the announce-
ment was planned on the fly. It was 
decided only on Saturday that the 

Workgroup proposes smoking ban

N.Y. proposes 
same-sex marriage

Technology improves 
results of psych study

BY AVIVA SHEN
Columbia Daily Spectator

The digital age has left noth-
ing untouched, least of all mental 
health. 

Technology 
has provided 
new methods 
for studying and 
treating mental 
illness and has 
perhaps even re-
defined the field 
of psychology.

The Columbia University re-
search community is taking full ad-
vantage of these methods. Recently, 
Barnard’s Affect and Relationships 
Lab has conducted several “di-
ary studies” using Personal Digital 
Assistants (PDAs) to track subjects’ 
changes in mood.

One such diary project is the 
Barnard/Columbia Personality 
Study, which examines cognitive and 
affective processing of individuals 
with Borderline Personality Disorder 
and Avoidant Personality Disorder. 
Participants in this study are given 
PDAs, which randomly alert them 

to fill out a questionnaire about their 
moods and thoughts five times a 
day for three weeks. According to 
Landon Fuhrman, the project co-
ordinator, these devices have been 
key in collecting data.

“The advantage of this is being 
able to gather information about 
people in their daily lives that 
you can’t really gather in the lab,” 
Fuhrman said. “It’s more ecologically 
valid in the sense that you’re getting 
information from these people in 
their daily lives, with everything 
that they encounter. It’s an interest-
ing way of collecting data if you’re 
interested in how things change in 
their daily life. ”

While paper and pencil diaries 
have been used in the past, electronic 
diaries are often more reliable.

“One of the problems with pa-
per and pencil diaries is that you 
can’t really guarantee that people 
are filling these out at the times 
they have agreed to fill them out,” 
Fuhrman said. “There’s no way for 
you to prevent them from filling 
them out all at the very last minute 

SEE DIANA, page 2 SEE SAME-SEX MARRIAGE, page 6

SEE SMOKING, page 2SEE MIND MATTERS, page 2

Kenneth Jackson / Staff photographer

THE DIANA  |  At ‘Celebrity Scoops,’ part of Barnard College’s Spirit Day, students mixed with deans, President 
Debora Spar, and Anna Quindlen before the name of the Nexus building, The Diana, was announced.

SIPA cuts non-financial aid, non-salary costs by five percent
BY ELIZABETH FOYDEL
Spectator Staff Writer

In light of a de-
creased University en-
dowment, the School of 
International and Public 
Affairs has initiated a five 
percent cut on all non-
salary, non-financial aid 
spending in 2009 and 
will maintain the cut for 
the 2010 fiscal year.

Many schools within 
the University are grappling with budget 
cuts in light of the 15 percent decrease in 
the University’s portfolio performance in 
the six-month period that ended Dec. 31, 
2008. SIPA is economizing administrative 
costs in a way its leaders hope will have a 
minimal direct impact on its students or 
long-term growth.

All budget units in the University have 

been told to anticipate an eight percent de-
crease in University endowment funding for 
the upcoming fiscal year. But relative to other 
Columbia divisions and its peer institutions, 
SIPA has a tiny endowment. 

“While of course any reduction is pain-
ful, other schools with larger reliance on 
endowment funds are worse off,” said Patrick 
Bohan, associate dean of SIPA’s General and 
Financial Administration.

SIPA’s total endowment at the beginning 
of the 2009 fiscal year was $44 million, 
and the income the endowment generates 
accounts for less than five percent of SIPA’s 
central budget. 

“The irony is that other schools within 
Columbia and our peer institutions, such 
as the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs at Princeton or 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard, are hurt more because they 
have larger endowments and their endow-
ments constitute a greater percentage of their 

budgets, so there is a greater shock,” said 
Robert Jervis, Adlai E. Stevenson professor of 
political science and international and public 
affairs, who has previously managed the bud-
get of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

To cut costs, SIPA has initiated the five 
percent cut on all non-salary, non-financial 
aid spending in 2009. There will be no faculty 
cuts, nor will there be any staff terminations. 
Cuts to instructional and administrative salary 
growth will be kept to a minimum. 

SIPA is “also looking at deferring the 
purchase of equipment and/or services where 
possible, and, as staff vacancies occur, we are 
examining each position carefully to deter-
mine if it needs to be filled immediately or 
if replacement hiring can be deferred for a 
period of time without a significant loss in 
efficiency and service,” Bohan said.

According to SIPA Dean John Coatsworth, 
there will be no direct effect on students, but 

SEE SIPA, page 6

A month-long series on 
mental health

Where’s the 
money 
going?
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building’s formal naming would coincide 
with Spirit Day, which also featured “I <3 
BC” T-shirts, the Barnard Fan contest, 
Krispy Kreme donuts, and a barbeque.

“We had to put it together really quick-
ly,” Agrawal said. “I thought it was very 
special that President Spar was able to 
make the announcement, and we had a 
good crowd there.”

Despite the familiarity with the dei-
ties at Barnard, student reactions to the 
names were mixed.

“I think buildings don’t have first names 
for a reason, and ‘The Diana’ does not sound 
good,” Nikhita Mahtani, BC ’11, said.

“There’s a good portion of the stu-
dent body that wanted it to be named 
The Diana or some other name other 

than the Vagelos Center, and there was a 
good portion that wanted it to be called 
the Vagelos Center, so I think there was 
a pretty even divide,” Amreen Vora, BC 
’09 and SGA vice president of student 
government, said. “People will still call 
it whatever they would like to even after 
the formal naming.”

“People are still going to call it the Vag,” 
Mahtani said. Or “they’ll ignore the ‘the,’ 
so it’ll be like, ‘I’m in Diana.’”

Ultimately, “What’s more impor-
tant is appreciating the huge gift that 
Barnard got,” Vora said. “I’m really 
just excited that we got that money to 
build a new student center ... to build 
a new community on campus. I won’t 
be able to use it myself as a student, 
but I’m really glad that we have it for 
future students.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Women Poets: Adrienne 
Rich & Antjie Krog 
These two poets will appear together 
for the first time in an event sponsored 
by the Columbia Institute for Research 
on Women and Gender, the Institute 
for Comparative Literature, the 
Heyman Center for the Humanities, 
and Barnard Women Poets. 
Altschul Auditorium, SIPA, 8-10 p.m.

EVENTS — APRIL 28

The Inner World of Autism: A 
reading by Michelle Pierce Burns
Michelle Pierce Burns will read the 
poetry of her son, Danson, a non-
verbal autistic boy whose verses are 
printed in Danson: The Extraordinary 
Discovery of an Autistic Child’s 
Innermost Thoughts and Feelings. 

405 Milbank Hall, 4-5 p.m. 

“No one is trying 
to jam new policies 
down your throat.” 

—Scott Wright on a potential 
smoking ban

April 28, 2009PAGE

before they come back into the lab. One of 
the benefits of the electronic diary is that all 
the entries are time stamped. When it comes 
back into the lab, it’s a very simple process 
of uploading the data into a computer. A 
human is not entering the data and so there’s 
less opportunity for error.”

However, the convenience of the device 
for the study can depend on how convenient 
it is for its users. Some of the 90 participants 
in the study have had difficulty adjusting 
to the technology, and, as a result, they do 
not always enter their responses when they 
are alerted.

“We’ve had people as old as 70 who have 
never seen a palm pilot, never had a cell 
phone, and just need a little more training 
in the beginning,” Fuhrman said.

Technology has also played an impor-
tant role in finding a wide range of sub-
jects. Fuhrman has advertised the study on 
many mental health Web sites such as the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Mood 
Disorders Support Group, and Anxiety 
Disorders Association of America as well as 
on Facebook. Online outreach has helped 
contact certain populations that may be 
difficult to reach otherwise.

“One of the groups we are studying are 
people with Avoidant Personality Disorder ... 
These people are incredibly fearful of rejec-
tion and very inhibited in social situations,” 
Fuhrman said. “Contact via the Internet, 
I think, is in some ways less threatening 
because they are not being faced with the 
same potential for rejection that they’re 
always feeling in their daily life when they 
are engaging in social interactions.”

The comfort zone of the Internet may 
help other reluctant patients to become more 
active participants as well.

“I think there’s a lot of stigma surround-
ing being given diagnoses, certain diagnoses 
in particular, that individuals feel shameful 
about,” Fuhrman said. “I think reaching out 
via the Internet, which is more anonymous, 
can be really beneficial.”

Online outreach is not only being utilized 
in the study of mental illness, but also its 
treatment. Online therapy sites have ap-
peared all over the Internet in the past few 
years, all based on a policy of safe yet open 
disclosure. PatientsLikeMe.com, which 
houses a mood disorders site as well as sites 
for other medical illnesses, touts an open 

philosophy along with its standard privacy 
policy. According to this philosophy, shar-
ing information is enormously useful for 
patients everywhere.

“When patients share real-world data, 
collaboration on a global scale becomes 
possible,” the philosophy states on the 
PatientsLikeMe site.

In stark contrast with the tradition-
ally private experience of mental illness, 
PatientsLikeMe seeks to open up discussion 
among patients and add to their “collective 
knowledge.” After members join, they can 
use the site’s tools to add information and 
reviews about specific medications and 
therapies. There’s also a mood tracker, which 
shows how a person’s emotional states de-
velop over time. Members give advice and 
support on the forums.

“We believe the Internet can democratize 
patient data and accelerate research like never 
before,” the site claims. “Furthermore, we 
believe data belongs to you the patient to share 
with other patients, caregivers, physicians, 
researchers, pharmaceutical and medical 
device companies, and anyone else that can 
help make patients’ lives better.”

Fuhrman, too, has noticed possible thera-
peutic elements in sharing information while 
collecting data for the Personality Study.

“One thing that has become apparent 
to me running this study over the last year, 
when these people bring these devices into the 
lab, some of them have a fantastic experience 
with it, and they don’t want to give it up,” she 
said. “I think there’s something therapeutic 
about the simple act of taking the time to sit 
down, think about and record your moods, 
your thoughts at a certain time.”

This unintentional result may be relevant 
to private therapy practices. Fuhrman theo-
rized the possible use of PDAs or other diary 
devices in traditional psychotherapy.

“I could see diary methods being in ad-
junct to traditional therapy. A lot of times 
these people are going in once a week, or 
even less frequently,” Fuhrman said. “I think 
it could be an important adjunctive treat-
ment to have these people take these devices 
home during the week and bringing them 
back to their therapist the following week 
and being able to track what has happened 
during this week, how is my mood affected, 
and what were the factors that influenced 
my mood? What was going on that made a 
big impact between then and now?”

news@columbiaspectator.com

MIND MATTERS from front page

Psychological patients may 
benefit from electronics 

Promotion Program, whose off ice 
spearheaded the proposal. The work-
group solicited feedback from stu-
dents “who were disturbed,” Ahmed 
said, by their exposure to campus 
smoking. People working or living 
on lower building f loors can also be 
hit particularly hard by secondhand 
smoke—people at Low Library, for 
instance, can be exposed to an un-
usually large amount of smoke from 
students frequently gathered outside 
of the building on cigarette breaks. 
The workgroup collected opinions in 
ongoing open forum feedback sessions 
and in online surveys.

But in an informal poll last week, 
Ahmed said this Sunday at the council 
meeting, CCSC voted almost unani-
mously against the proposal, and they 
passed a resolution in opposition to it 
in this weekend’s meeting. While the 
proposal f loated around CCSC for 
several weeks, it failed to gain trac-
tion in the council. Many members 
said they felt it would be too difficult 
to enforce and could be a misuse of 
resources. Both Ahmed and Wright 
have agreed that enforcement could 
be a problem.

“We don’t have NYPD on campus 
who would deal with that,” Wright 

said. “That’s probably two steps beyond 
where we are right now. My guess is 
that it would be a bit like how we deal 
with dogs on campus.”

Still, Wright pointed out that  the 
proposal was just a preliminary look 
into possible regulation changes. 
Nobody on the workgroup, he said, 
had the power to enforce the policy. 
The feedback will be forwarded to the 
University administration, and a deci-
sion on the proposal is not expected 
until sometime this summer.

“No one is trying to jam new poli-
cies down your throat,” Wright com-
mented at CCSC.

The workgroup noted on the Student 
Services Web site that new smoking 
regulations could improve campus fa-
cilities by cutting down on litter and fire 
hazards and that they could cut costs 
involved in large-scale staff cleanup 
associated with smoking. The group 
noted that this proposal is coming at 
a time of increased regulations—city, 
state, and federal—on smoking and 
that it is consistent with the “decrease 
in number of smokers and increase in 
community support for more smoke-
free zones.”

But implementing new rules on a 
much larger campus may be difficult. 
Barnard students noted that even on 
their small campus, smoking has not 

been eradicated.
“I guess I assumed that it [Barnard] 

was not smoke-free,” Becky Davis, BC 
’11, said. She gestured to a small area 
several feet away from the Sulzberger 
lobby that is a frequent spot for smok-
ers. “No one seems to enforce it, which 
is fine by me.”

Suzanne Guttman, BC ’12, said 
she was aware that the campus was 
smoke-free but also nodded towards 
the unofficially recognized smoking 
section on campus.

“I’ve seen the signs and I’ve seen 
the people walk past it smoking,” she 
said. “Everyone knows people smoke 
there [outside Sulzberger lobby] and 
near Altschul.”

“Maybe there’s less smoking than 
there would be,” she added. “I definitely 
don’t think it’s enforced.”

But Ahmed said the CCSC vote 
against the proposal could be an op-
portunity for students to further shape 
suggestions for smoking regulations 
and allow for more input.  

“I think it’ll take time,” he said. 
“It’s not something that will be imple-
mented in a week.”

To view and voice feedback on the 
proposal, see http://www.columbia.
edu/cu/studentservices/docs/smok-
ing/index.html  

news@columbiaspectator.com

Council opposes campus smoking ban
 SMOKING from front page

Andra Mihali / Staff photographer
LIGHTS OUT?  |  Campus smoking may soon be more tightly regulated. The University’s tobacco workgroup has proposed a ban 
on smoking within the campus gates and is currently seeking feedback from students.

Barnard students react to 
building named ‘The Diana’

 DIANA from front page

CCSC Elections Board reviews rules to prevent offensive posters
BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

Campus council protocol is on the brink of 
a change that may cause candidates to think 
twice about campaign tactics. 

After the 2010 Columbia College Student 
Council’s Clear Party posted flyers that mem-
bers of several campus groups found offensive, 
the Clear Party and the groups convened on 
Monday afternoon with Interim Associate 
Dean of Student Affairs and Senior Assistant 
Dean of Multicultural Affairs Melinda Aquino, 
Executive Director of Student Affairs and 
Activities Robert Taylor, and representatives 
of the CCSC Elections Board. The groups 
voiced their perspectives and discuss ways 
to revise the Elections Board constitution. 
Though the meeting was closed to the press, 
participants said that they agreed on four main 
amendments to current campaign procedures. 
A joint statement was drafted between the 
Clear Party and the representatives of student 
groups present at the meeting.

“I think everyone at today’s meeting 
demonstrated the strength of our community 
and the willingness of everyone to have an 
honest discussion of things,” James Bogner, 
CC ’10 and chairman of the Elections Board, 
said of Tuesday’s meeting.

The misunderstanding between the Clear 
Party and the student groups—which in-
cluded Lucha, the Columbia Queer Alliance, 
Students for a Democratic Society, the 
Chicano Caucus, the United Students of 
Color Council, Take Back the Night, and 
Proud Colors—began with the flyers, that 
read, “Two Asian girls at the same time,” 
alluding to the party’s two female Asian 
candidates. In response to these posters, 
Samantha Stanton, CC ’09 and a member 
of Proud Colors, and David Zhou, CC ’10 
and a member of the political committee 
of the Asian American Alliance, separately 
contacted the Clear Party. Stanton and 
Zhou drafted a statement last Wednesday 
expressing their “concern” about the poster’s 
sexual innuendo and contacted members of 

groups who also took offense and signed 
the statement.

“The statement was about clarifying where 
we’re coming from, rather than attacking 
the Clear Party,” Stanton said. 

Members of the Clear Party explained 
that they had discussed the posters’ state-
ments with numerous students before post-
ing them.

“It was never our intention to offend 
anyone with our flyers,” Cliff Massey, CC 
’10 and class of 2010 president-elect of the 
Clear Party said. “But even if a majority of 
people weren’t offended, the fact that some 
people were means that we need to reexamine 
the way content is treated.”

Members of student groups explained 
that they took offense, some saying that 
they interpreted the posters as accentuat-
ing the “objectification and festishizing 
of women.”

“We get that it was supposed to be a joke, 
but the fact that these sorts of jokes are able 
to pass the Elections Board for approval is 

a problem,” Johanna Ocaña, CC ’10 and 
chair of Lucha, said. “By signing on to the 
statement, we were not hoping to person-
ally attack the members of Clear 2010, but 
rather question the process by which these 
flyers were accepted.”

At the meeting, Stanton and Zhou pre-
sented the statement to the Clear Party, and 
the statement was co-signed by members of 
the groups mentioned above. Aquino and 
Taylor served as facilitators while Bogner and 
Brenden Cline, CC ’11 and secretary of the 
Elections Board, presented ways to revamp 
and clarify the CCSC Constitution.

The Constitution changes will be refined 
before being enacted for future elections. 
The Elections Board—with input from 
the Clear Party, Stanton, Zhou, and other 
campus group members—will elucidate the 
wording of the constitution by explicitly 
stating what constitutes “appropriate content 
for candidates” in the process of the elec-
tions. Attendees agreed to add a statement 
to the candidates’ contract acknowledging 

that candidates are representatives of the 
student body and must remain sensitive to a 
variety of backgrounds. They also discussed 
ways to incorporate “the discussion of the 
role as a student council representative” 
into the mandatory council information 
meetings. The fourth component of the 
meeting was the drafting of a joint state-
ment explaining why the attendees agreed 
that the posters were problematic and what 
sort of responsibilities should be expected 
from the student council.

Students predicted that the changes pro-
posed at the meeting will positively affect the 
councils and student groups.

“Even before this meeting, we were dis-
cussing the need for the rules of the CCSC 
to change, and I think this is going to be a 
really positive way for us to do that and change 
them to something really meaningful,” Massey 
said. “We hope that we can prevent what we 
considered an oversight by using the situation 
as an example for future candidates.”

news@columbiaspectator.com



It would be dif-
fi cult to fi nd 
films more 

disparate in style 
than The Wind 
That Shakes the 
Barley  and The 
Crying Game . 
But the two fi lms 
are, at their core, 
about the same 
thing—the Irish  
fi ght for indepen-
dence from Great 
Britain .

Th e Wind Th at Shakes the Barley, which 
won the 2006 Palme D’Or  at Cannes before 
falling off  the map, follows two Irish brothers 
and their tragic involvement in the run-up to 
the Irish Civil War.  Th e fi lm is technically 
strong—a beautiful mix of breathtaking 
pastoral panoramas juxtaposed with visceral 
handheld sequences of martial brutality—but 
Barley’s construction is not what makes it 
worthwhile. What powers the fi lm is the jar-
ring nature of the story and the unfl inching 
way in which it is told.

When considering fascism or terrorism, 
both strong presences in Barley, neither the 
early ’20s nor the Irish countryside is what fi rst 
comes to mind for most audience members, 
who are more inclined to think of Nazism 
and Islamic terrorism. Both these historical 
entities have suff ered through hackneyed and 
vapid cinematic portrayals. Th e proliferation 
of fi lms about the Nazis and endless serious 
and satiric cultural referencing have riddled 
the subject with cliches. 

Similarly, in Western attempts to confront 
Islamic terrorism in cinema, characterizations 
are generally trite, exemplifi ed by fi lms like 
Body of Lies,  or even racist, as in the hijack 
fl ick Executive Decision . Non-Western cinema, 
like the Palestinian Paradise Now, has given 
the subject a more fruitful examination, but 
Islamic terrorism has proven a diffi  cult motion 
picture nut for Western artists to crack.  

Barley, by confronting fascism and terror-
ism in a unique historical and social context, 
reinvigorates cinema’s ability to wrestle with 
these issues. After fi lm upon fi lm about the 
upstanding British against the evil Nazis, 
Barley complicates the matter by showing 
British soldiers bayoneting a man who re-
fuses to reveal his name and wrenching the 
fi ngernails off  of an Irish dissident with rusty 
pliers, forcing the audience to reevaluate 
Western cinema’s stale moral stereotypes. 
Director Ken Loach  never shortchanges 
the complexity of the subject matter—there 
are no true heroes in this fi lm, only deeply 
fl awed martyrs.

Neil Jordan ’s Th e Crying Game, released 
14 years before Barley, also upends typical 
ways of depicting political confl ict but in a 
way that could not be more diff erent. Here, 
the confl ict is treated both directly and as 
sexual allegory. To say anything about the 
plot, aside from the fact that one scene will 
make your eyes pop out of your head, would 
be criminal, but the important point is that 
Th e Crying Game, set in the late 20th cen-
tury, takes the other temporal end of Barley’s 
confl ict and depicts it in an entirely diff er-
ent light. Barley is a rueful fi lm, but Jordan 
somehow captures the same excruciating 

Irish fi ght for 
their rights in 
political fi lms 

FILM

Il Divo’s director Paolo Sorrentino sheds light on former prime minister
FILM

BY VALERIA ZHAVORONKINA 
Columbia Daily Spectator

Professor Preston Keat  of the 
Columbia School of International 
and Public Af fa irs  presented the 
aim of his recently published book, 
The Fat Tail: The Power of Political 
Knowledge for Strategic Investing , as 
“the beginnings of a toolkit to think 
about political risk.” In an increasingly 
interdependent world that is weather-
ing an economic downturn, this may 
be an offer we can’t refuse.

Keat co-wrote the book with Ian 
Bremmer , president of the leading 
political risk consulting firm, Eurasia 
Group . He is the director of research, 
a member of the management com-
mittee, the head of the Europe and 
Eurasia practice group, and an analyst 
for Poland and Hungary at Eurasia 
Group. Together, the authors endow 
today’s volatile world with a clear 
illustration of “how political risks 
can be identif ied, ana lyzed, and 
mitigated—just like any other risk.” 
As Keat explained in an interview, 
“Political risk is very complex and 

often so tricky to think about that 
people decide not to deal with it.” He 
nonetheless maintained that “politi-
cal risk is manageable.” 

Released by Oxford University 
Press  last month, The Fat Tail ad-
dresses dynamic and complex politi-
cal issues that are too often stuck in 
the “error term” of economic and 
credit risk models. Why is this such 
a pressing concern? Because, as the 
authors contend, “the dramatic in-
creases in global economic integra-
tion, trade, and capital mobility in 
recent decades, combined with grow-
ing political instability and govern-
ment intervention in markets, have 
created a climate in which political 
risk is more relevant than ever for 
companies and governments.”  

“Prior to a year ago, politica l 
risk was seen as an issue in emerg-
ing markets that have an opaque 
political system,” Keat said. The 
global f inancial crisis has changed 
this trend, however. “Developed in-
dustrialized democracies feel more 
like emerging economies as their 
governments become more active 

in trying to stabilize economies and 
instill regulations,” Keat explained. 

The book ’s t it le signa ls a cha l-
lenge to the misleading assumption 

that risks follow a normal distribu-
tion. “Fat ta i ls” are def ined in the 
book a s “the unexpected ly thick 
‘tails’—or bulges—that we f ind on 
the tail ends of distribution curves 
that measure risk s and their im-
pact. They represent the risk that 
a particular event wil l occur that 
appears so catastrophically damag-
ing, unlikely to happen, and dif-
f icult to predict, that many of us 
choose to simply ignore it. Unti l 
it happens.”

As the authors dissect political 
terms, describe the impact of political 
actors on capital markets, and interlace 
explanations with historical references, 
their style presents the complex as 
something manageable. 

The Fat Tail begins with a chap-
ter on understanding and managing 
uncertainty, or today’s “unknowns.” 
It then presents different types of 
political risks— geopolitical risks, 
expropriation, regulatory changes, 
domestic instability, and terrorism. 
As explained in the introduction, 

BOOKS

Preston Keat and Ian Bremmer dissect political risk  

BY JACKLYN KATZ 
Columbia Daily Spectator

He is a man of many nicknames but you 
only have to remember one—“Il Divo.”

 Il Divo , a new fi lm by writer and di-
rector Paolo Sorrentino , is a visually stun-
ning and thought-provoking story about 
the life of former Italian prime minister 
Giulio Andreotti . Sorrentino sat down last 
week to discuss the politics and misdeeds 
of this famous fi gure. 

Th e fi lm follows Andreotti from his 
seventh term as prime minister to his bid 
for the Italian presidency to allegations 
of political corruption. Andreotti is bril-
liantly portrayed by Toni Servillo , who 
some may remember as a corrupt waste 
manager in Matteo Garrone’s  Gomorra . 
While Servillo does not resemble Andreotti 
in real life, the makeup used for the fi lm 
and his personal command of the char-
acter transform him into a look-alike of 
the eccentric politician. 

Andreotti is a fascinating political 
fi gure, but, as Sorrentino said, “He is 
very interesting from a psychological 
point of view, as a person. For me it’s very 
interesting—he loves the power for the 
power and not for other purposes.”  Th is 
fi lm in particular highlights Andreotti’s 
neurotic tendencies as his power vacil-
lates in Italy during the early 1990s. In 
one scene, Andreotti is unable to sleep 
and paces the hallway of his home until 
his legs are sore and tired.

But Il Divo is not a conventional bi-
opic. “Andreotti’s a very popular fi gure 
in Italy, and so he’s a sort of a pop icon. 
And so I decided to do, to make, a sort 
of a pop fi lm about a man that’s very far 
from the pop but at the same time he’s 
[a] pop icon,” Sorrentino said. Th is “pop 
fi lm” includes bold red graphics that in-
troduce each character as well as an amaz-
ing assortment of music—from classical 
to rock—that surprisingly complements 
Andreotti’s story. “Th e basic idea of the 
fi lm was to do a sort of an opera-rock,” 
Sorrentino joked.

Th e fi lm is fast-paced and exciting, and 
Sorrentino’s interpretation of Andreotti 
is mesmerizing. While Sorrentino cor-
rectly states that “the mechanisms of the 
power” portrayed in the fi lm are similar 
everywhere, it is defi nitely helpful to 
know a little bit about Andreotti and 
his political connections prior to seeing 
the fi lm. But this should not be a deter-
rent because it is still entertaining, fun 
and, intelligent. 

When asked what the most enjoyable 
part of making this fi lm was, Sorrentino 
replied, “For me, the part where the 
people can laugh, I prefer.” And even 
though this fi lm touches on serious 
issues, there are certainly a lot of op-
portunities to laugh. 

Il Divo will be playing at Lincoln 
Plaza Cinemas  (Broadway between 62nd 
and 61st streets) throughout the week. 
Tickets are $11. 
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Music majors: 
theory over practice

BY GALAXY CHO 
Columbia Daily Spectator

As college students, we can often 
feel defi ned by our majors. When 

we meet new people, we share it 
with as much facility as we do our 

names, and we are forced to suff er the 
stereotypes with which our majors are 
associated.

As a recently de-
clared music major, 
I find stereotypes 
thrown on me that 
don’t  nece s sa r-
ily conform to my 
idea of a  Columbia 
music major. I am 
frequently asked, 
“How was the au-
dition? What do you 
play?” and the either impressed or plain 
shocked, “Wow.”

I must admit, there was no audition. 
I don’t currently play in an ensemble, 
and I don’t play individually aside from 
weekly lessons, though I played oboe in 
the Columbia University Wind Ensemble  
last year. So much for the “wow” that I 
imagine connotes my having so much 
passion that I am willing to pursue an 
art rather than studying traditional 
academia and am willing to sacrifi ce 
security for “happiness.”

Actually, the music program at 
Columbia is probably nothing like 
what people on the outside imagine it 
to be. People often imagine the tradi-
tional study of music as it is in a con-

servatory—excruciatingly long hours of 
practice, monthly playing tests to just 
stay in the program, and hours of music 
theory and composition.

At Columbia, a student entering 
the music program should begin to 
see himself less as a musician than as a 
music scholar. 

“You have to realize the kind of place 
Columbia is,” said professor Brad Garton , 
director of undergraduate studies in the 
music department. “It’s not a conserva-
tory. It’s a scholarly institution.”

This might be disappointing for 
those who desire the kind of “live and 
breathe music” education that a conser-
vatory provides. But Garton insists that 
Columbia’s program is more practical 
in many ways. “Conservatories train a 
thousand students for one or two jobs. A 
broad background will make you a better 
musician, performer, composer.”

However, Columbia does not off er 
as many performance opportunities as 
many students would like. At other in-
stitutions, performance every semester 
is often part of the degree requirements. 
At Columbia, the requirements include 
four semesters of music theory, two 
semesters of history, and electives. But 
aside from a keyboard profi ciency test, 
no performance at all is required. 

“Th e music faculty is made of scholars 
who are acutely aware of how much there 
is to know about music beyond playing 
it. We’re not a conservatory. Th at’s not 
our mission,” professor David Cohen , 
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BY SHAMSA MANGALJI 

The baby girl reached out to hug her 
father. He smiled and lifted his arms lov-
ingly, but a cold window of glass blocked 
their embrace. This heartbreaking image 
has been stuck in my mind since I f irst 
visited the Elizabeth Detention Center  near 
Newark Airport . A quarter of the inhabitants 
of the Elizabeth Detention Center are men, 
women, and children seeking asylum in the 
United States from conf lict and dangerous 
conditions in their home countries. Many 
are torture survivors and victims of human 
trafficking from Africa and the Middle East. 
They had envisioned the United States as 
a utopia in which they could finally enjoy 
lives of security and comfort, but, unfor-
tunately, they lacked the luxury of time to 
secure appropriate legal documents to enter 
the United States Many have been placed 
in detention centers like Elizabeth and are 
treated like hardened criminals.

The detention center maintains a “non-
contact” policy in which visitors are only 
allowed to speak to detainees on phones 
through glass windows. No detainee is 
ever allowed to venture outside the facil-
ity. Instead, detainees get one hour a day of 
“outdoor” time in a room with a skylight. 
Their mail, phone, and television time is 
extremely limited, and any attempt to defy 
these strict regulations is often punished with 
solitary confinement. These asylum seekers 
are people just like us, but due to unfortu-
nate circumstances in their own countries, 
they are punished as criminals in ours. A 

violation of immigration laws, however, is 
not considered a crime, but rather a minor 
“civil violation.” Yet immigrant detainees 
in the United States have reportedly been 
subjected to “physical and sexual abuse, 
sleep deprivation, and isolation” according 
to the Detention Watch Network .

Sound unjust to you? Why would any-
one treat innocent people so inhumanely? 
Answer: to make a profit. After the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks, the Department of 
Homeland Security  contracted companies 
like the Corrections Corporation of America  
to “anticipate, preempt, detect and deter 
threats to the homeland” by building deten-
tion centers to house these “illegal aliens” 
while they awaited their sentences. These 
companies have a cash incentive to imprison 
more people because the more heads there 
are inside the centers, the more money the 
companies will receive from the Department 
of Homeland Security. This is why there has 
recently been an exponential increase in in-
nocent asylum seekers in these centers. And, 
apparently, the CCA  maximizes its profits 
by minimizing “unnecessary” costs in the 
centers like decent food, quality medical 
facilities, well-trained security guards, and 
semi-decent living conditions.

These practices are a direct violation of 
basic human rights principles. Citizens of 
the U.S. should promote the establishment 
of favorable conditions in other countries 
so that people do not need to seek asylum. 
We have a moral duty to help all developing 
countries reach a sustainable state of social, 
economic, and political stability. A lack of 
any of these conditions inevitably breeds 
confl ict from which people will surely fl ee. We 
should also appeal to government offi  cials to 
ensure humane treatment of any immigrants 
in our country. It will take the combined eff ort 
of both political leaders and members of civil 
society to ensure that our tax money is not spent 

treating innocent people inhumanely.
Fortunately, some have already begun to 

take steps to alleviate this problem. Columbia 
University graduate student David Fraccaro  
introduced me to the “Sojourners Visitation 
Program ,” a system run by Riverside Church  
that matches volunteers with detainees in 
the Elizabeth Detention Center who don’t 
have family or friends in the United States. 
The program’s goal is to provide moral sup-
port to these detainees, many of whom have 
been victims of discrimination or torture 
in their own countries. When asked for the 
ideal solution to the plight of people seek-
ing asylum, he said, “For me, the essential 
goal is finding alternatives to detention that 
affirm the humanity of some of the world’s 
most vulnerable and traumatized people. A 
monitoring program in cooperation with 
numerous non-profits that could provide 
initial social services for asylum seekers 
would be a great start.”

There have been many protests on campus 
addressing the immigration question. I have 
heard intellectual, well-researched argu-
ments for and against proposed immigration 
policies. But we must also contemplate the 
treatment of immigrants who are already 
inside the United States. 

So, you be the judge: Where would you 
rather have your tax dollars go? To punishing 
innocent people or helping them achieve a 
state of confidence and self-reliance? On my 
way out of the Elizabeth Detention Center, 
I noticed a mural painted on a wall facing 
the detainees emblazoned with stately eagles 
and the American f lag. The writing below 
stated, “God Bless America.” I turned away, enraged 
by the ironic symbolism of the mural. Not until 
we treat everyone humanely will I believe that our 
country deserves any of God’s blessings.

 
Th e author is a Barnard College fi rst-year. She is 

a volunteer in the Sojourners Visitation Program.Diversity in dining
Earlier this month, the 

Columbia College Student 
Council  presented a propos-

al to Columbia Dining Services  to 
allow students to use meal swipes 
at Ferris Booth Commons.  Dining 
Services should change Ferris 
Booth into a meal swipe option 
provided that the quality of the 
food remains the same and that 
accommodations are made to avoid 
overburdening the location.

Th ree dining plans are avail-
able to Columbia University stu-
dents—a fi rst-year plan, a plan 
for upperclassmen and graduate 
students, and a kosher or halal 
plan. Meal plans consist of a com-
bination of all-you-can-eat John 
Jay meals and a debit account of 
Dining Dollars.  Dining Dollars 
can be used at nearly every cam-
pus eating facility while meals 
are reserved solely for John Jay. 
Ferris Booth off ers favorites such 
as made-to-order pasta, grilled 
burgers, and pre-made gourmet 
salads and sandwiches. Th e man-
datory fi rst-year-student meal 
plan is designed to encourage 
community building among new 
students by supplying required 
John Jay meals. However, some 
upperclassmen are discouraged 
from renewing their meal plans 
because of the lack of dining 
options and the quality of food, 
among other reasons. CCSC’s 
proposed adjustments to meal 
plans would provide students 
with more convenient, diverse, 
and enjoyable dining choices.

Columbia Dining Services 
should implement CCSC’s new 
meal plan proposal. Expanding 
meal swipes to Ferris Booth 
Commons would off er more fl ex-
ible options for students whose 

class or extracurricular schedules 
do not correspond to John Jay’s 
hours by providing a greater range 
of time in which they can pur-
chase meals. Ferris Booth meals 
would allow students with meal 
plans to eat an earlier breakfast 
as well as smaller meals through-
out the day, contributing to a 
healthier and more diverse diet. 
Th e plans would provide more 
options for students, especially 
with regard to grab-and-go eat-
ing. In addition, the expansion 
would provide a closer dining 
location for many residence halls 
and Lerner,  a common meet-
ing space. Finally, the new plan 
would decrease the cost per meal 
to about fi ve to six dollars for 
breakfast, seven to eight dollars 
for lunch, and 10 to 11 dollars 
for dinner. In implementing the 
changes, Dining Services should 
also ensure that the current qual-
ity and diversity of food served at 
Ferris Booth do not decline with 
the greater patronage. Moreover, 
expecting popular reception of 
these changes, Dining Services 
could consider using the empty 
space on the fourth fl oor, where 
Tasti-D-Lite used to be located, as 
potential room for expansion.

Dining Services currently 
off ers various incentives to en-
tice upperclassmen and gradu-
ate students to sign up for meal 
plans. By increasing the number 
of locations that accept meal 
swipes, Dining Services can act 
on students’ complaints about the 
quality and uniformity of meals 
served at John Jay. Expanding 
meals to Ferris Booth would pro-
vide more fl exible, diverse, and 
inexpensive dining options for all 
students with dining plans.
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Immigrants 
are people, too

BY SARAH CAMISCOLI 

Throughout the course of our educa-
tion, the ideals of our Western forefathers 
are impressed upon us. We are expected 
to become agents of free speech, advocates 
for democracy, and pioneers in progres-
sivism. Engraved upon the columns of 
Butler library and expressed throughout 
the classrooms, such ideals are assumed to 
be at the forefront of our minds and are 
imagined to permeate throughout campus. 
For many, these utopian ideals are a reality. 
But for some—in this case the members 
of campus security—their voices are only 
heard, or tolerated for that matter, if they 
are quaint, complacent, and courteous. For 
many members of campus security, their 
voices are simply not as respected as those 
whose names are engraved on the build-
ings they tirelessly secure. Until now, many 
guards have not had the opportunity to voice 
to the Columbia community the injustices 
they have suffered and want to see changed. 
Th ey want their voices to be heard.

I was made aware of the dismissed com-
plaints that many campus security guards 
have struggled with while taking a survey 
about improvements suggested by campus 
staff. While many had no comment or 

claimed that they were completely “neutral,” 
one guard asked, “How much time do you 
have?” Once told that he would be quoted 
anonymously, he began to divulge what 
most were leery of even alluding to. He 
explained how security guards have been 
writing and sending anonymous letters to 
the their peers and to the president’s office, 
but they refuse to release their names in 
fear of losing their jobs. 

He elaborated on this influx of complaints 
with the fact that “a lot of information is 
accurate ... [just] most of it is dismissed.” 
In his opinion, it is a relative lack of elo-
quence in writing that leaves these security 
guards at a disadvantage when confronting 
the administration of an Ivy League insti-
tution. In addition to sharing one of these 
letters with me, he decided that he wanted 
to publicize several other stories that he 
felt had been unjustly dismissed. 

He reported that just two weeks before 
Christmas, one of his peers who worked 
“26 years for this university was fired for 
not renewing guard license on time.” He is 
now unemployed with three children. But 
this wasn’t a surprise to the officer I spoke 
to. Apparently, it is known among most 
guards that Columbia tends to let people 
go right before the holiday season.

Before leaving for the end of his shift, 
he made sure to hand me a copy of one of 
the letters that he had received in the mail 
entitled “Inappropriate Behavior.” The letter 
begins by addressing University President 
Lee Bollinger  with a clear declaration of 
dissatisfaction and a desire for change. In 
it, the writer asserts that a variety of preju-
dices and monetary interests leave many “to 

sweat to get overtime” and that he and his 
peers are “treated like scumbags. ” He con-
cludes that it is simply the “philosophy of 
this administration” to allow the injustices 
to continue. In addition to the fact that the 
guard genuinely feels wronged and ignored, 
what is more compelling is how this Columbia 
community member expresses a hope that per-
haps a local columnist who has “a way of getting 
the news” will make his voice heard. He asks 
Bollinger, “Are you sleeping at night?”

Now, I do not write claiming that these 
problems can be solved or that I have the 
experience with campus security to even 
define the specific concerns. What I am 
claiming is that it is astounding that guards, 
who secure a campus that prides itself on 
freedom of speech and equal opportunity, 
do not have a voice of their own. Their let-
ters are rejected, their concerns are buried, 
and their voices are unheard. To see if there 
were any solutions available to make these 
voices heard, I asked a well-liked and opti-
mistic guard what he would suggest. With 
a bit of hesitation, he simply asked for a 
forum in which students, staff, and guards 
could voice their thoughts. While he was 
not nearly as perturbed as the two other 
guards who contributed their opinions to 
this piece, his acceptance of the fact that 
there is not a space in which he can speak 
his mind to other community members 
struck me more than the anger expressed 
by the other guards. 

He made me think. 
Perhaps those wonderful Western ideals 

have really not permeated much at all.

Th e author is a Columbia College fi rst-year.
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BY ANA BARIC 

The Hebrew  people wandered the desert 
for 40 years, Jesus  was tempted by Satan 
for 40 days, and I, Ana Baric, underwent 
a spiritual trial for 40 days. As a product 
of 12 years of Catholic school, I am well 
acquainted with the practices of prayer, 
penitence, and alms-
giving involved 
in the Lenten 
season. This 
yea r,  I  de-
cided to not 
o n l y  f o l -
l o w  L e n t , 
but to make 
the ultimate 
sacrif ice—
I  g a v e  up 
Facebook. 

Facebook 
a nd I  f i r s t 
met when I 
was in high 
school. I was 
interested be-
cause it didn’t 
have a shady MySpace  
vibe.  I then proceeded 
to fall in love with it be-
cause it was 
a socia l ly 
acceptable 
stalking 
tool that 
also in-
f lated 
my ego. 
B u t  I 

soon became obsessed and felt I had to 
check my account at least fi ve times a day. I may 
not have cared about the “PREP Soph Formal 
2009!!!” pictures that a random girl from my 
high school posted, but I still faithfully went 
through them. I felt ashamed, so I decided to 
end my Facebook abuse and take a break from 
this unhealthy relationship.

Th e experience was initially painful, as my 
separation anxiety would often translate to hours 
spent on addictinggames.com  and strangers’ 
blogs. But it did eventually become easier as 
I started doing things like going outside and 
sleeping instead of Facebooking.  

Gradually, I began to realize that a 
living real—as 

opposed to a 
virtual—life 
has its perks. 
I didn’t feel 
compelled 
to stalk out 
that grade 
school 
frenemy,  
maintain 
artificial 
friendships 
b a s e d  o n 
witty banter 
and “poking,” 
and look for 
another anti-
Edward Cullen  

bumper sticker 
to send to fellow Twilight  

haters. Oddly enough, I 
felt free. 

Many Columbia students have become 
too sucked in by Facebook. I’m not deny-
ing that it’s a useful tool, especially in the 
college setting, for socializing, receiving 
important information, and having burn-
ing questions like, “What do Columbia 
hipsters do on the weekends?” answered. 
But it can become a frighteningly exclusive 
means of communication. 

Presently, I have a 4,023-message thread 
in my inbox  that I started with some of my 
high school friends before we went off to 
college. During Lent, I realized that this was 
my primary, if not only, means of commu-
nication with them. I only knew that Alex 
Z. “took shots with other girls crying about 
boyfriends in the bathroom of McDonalds” 
because of the thread, and I was terrif ied 
to discover how small a role she played in 
my “real” non-Facebook life.

To get a second opinion on my new 
feelings, I talked to Valeriya Safronova , a 
relatively normal Columbia first-year, who 
doesn’t have a Facebook. She confirmed 
that Facebook might not be essential for 
living. “People say you can’t survive col-
lege without an account. But life is f ine. 
I don’t feel that I am at a disadvantage at 
all for not having one,” she said.

Although people without Facebooks 
are clearly not worth listening to due to 
their poor life choices, she has a point. 
Where I sometimes catch myself forming 
thoughts in status update format (that was 
rock bottom) and bringing a camera out 
with me only to get more picture “tags,” 
Val has created a life for herself that is less 
obstructed by technology. And I think she’s 
right. Life without Facebook may be fine. 

Why, it may even be enjoyable.
 

The author is a Columbia College 
f ir st-year. She i s a staf fer for 
Spectator Copy.

ILLUSTRATION BY KYLIE ROGERS

The ultimate 
sacrifi ce

Want to see your 
c o lu m n  h e r e ? 
Spec Opinion is 

looking for columnists for fall 2009. 
Contact us at opinion@columbiasp
ectator.com for more information.

Y O U R
C O L U M N

Y O U R
N A M E
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PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.

HUDSON RIVER SAILING PARTIES 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu

35% OFF WAXING & FACIALS for 
CU students and faculty at DLK Day 
Spa, 168 W 86 St. www.Dlkdayspa.
com. (212) 580-1622.

PHD GRADUATION ROBE WANTED 
Wanted to purchase: Columbia Uni-
versity doctoral robe. Hood and tam 
desirable if available. (212) 316-4415.

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our 
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work 
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on 
behalf of the American Civil Liberties 
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA 
spying on US citizens, and put an end 
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/ 
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.
SHIPPING COMPANY LOOKING for 
Sales/Office Manager. PT/ FT. Room 
for advancement. Great salary. NYC 
office. Flexible hours. Call (646) 772-
8203. ronen300@yahoo.com  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

HEALTHY CHILD VOLUNTEERS need-
ed for CU study on emotion. Partici-
pants must be 10-17 years old. Kids 
will look at photographs and answer 
questions about emotions. Pay is $12 
per hour. Parents can learn more by 
calling (212) 854-9816 or e-mailing 
SCAN.kids@gmail.com.

BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL
Egremont, MA. 3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 
dining and living room. Near French 
Park, Prospect Lake, 5 miles from Great 
Barrington, 20 min to Stockbridge and 
Tanglewood. Avail July 2009 through 
Labor Day. Pixs avail. Contact Phyllis 
(212) 666-3400; e-mail phyllow@aol.
com

PROFESSIONAL MARRIED COUPLE 
of South Asian/Indian origin looking to 
adopt a baby from the US. We prom-
ise your baby a life filled with love, 
warmth and well-being. Confidential, 
expenses paid. Call us toll free at 1 
(866) 261-9871 or e-mail us at: hope-
fulindian@yahoo.com. And visit http://
indiancoupleadopts.com

FOR RENT: 200 W 109 St, Apt 8C. 
$1600/mo. Charming and spacious 
1 BR apt in a beautiful elev bldg. This 
apt has a large eat-in-kitch with plenty 
of cabinet space and storage, a large 
LR and a sunlit BR. Hardwood floors 
throughout. Pre-war moldings and de-
tails, high ceilings, and French doors 
complete this perfect picture. Call Mi-
chael Shapot at (347) 752-0251.
NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.
FOR SALE: 504-510 W 110 St, Apt 
8D. Asking price: $579K. Amazing 1 
BR, 1 bath pre-war condo. Terrific bone 
structure and layout with huge rooms, 
great closets, original details, over-
sized windows and high north light in 
a full service 24-hour doorman bldg. 
Low monthlies. A wonderful invest-
ment opportunity. Call Michael Shapot 
at (212) 712-6081.
SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Pk. 2, 3 & 4 BRs, 
light and outdoor space from $699,000 
to $1,799,000. (212) 595-4549. Visit:
www. west113.com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



head of the music theory depart-
ment, said.

Because of this, any student, even 
one with no musical background at 
all, could decide to major in music 
at Columbia. And though the major 
carries a hefty 40- credit requirement, 
there are only two different core sets 
of classes. The music department al-
lows electives from other disciplines 
as long as they are 3000- or 4000-
level courses.

Like other depar tments at 
Columbia, the music department 
is dedicated to a liberal arts educa-
tion. Garton said that with a liberal 
arts education, students could pursue 
four diverse music-related areas at 
Columbia—history, ethnomusicolo-
gy, theory, and composition. Though 
he admitted that there isn’t really 
a focused study for performance, 
Garton emphasized that students 
should seek such an education at a 
conservatory.

However, Cohen said that perfor-
mance is still integral to a musical 
education. “I hope the students don’t 
think the faculty don’t want them 
to play. Fundamental to music is to 
play it. We don’t want to add more 
requirements on the students so 
there can be a performance aspect. 
We train scholars of music. This 
doesn’t mean you give up music. 
If you love music, you should love 
every aspect of it. Performance or 
theoretical,” he said.  

Theory, Cohen  explained, should 
be a foundation to performance, not 
necessarily a stand-alone discipline. 

Columbia’s music major is not de-
signed to discourage musicians but 
rather to give them a more substantial 
background than performance alone 
could provide.

 “Musical experience, we have 
found, becomes richer, more precise, 
and more vivid when it is linked to a 
conceptual and technical understand-

ing of how music actually works,” 
Cohen said,.“Such an understanding 
of music enables us to listen and hence 
also to perform and compose with a 
deeper and more precise understanding 
of the various components of music 
and how they work, separately and 
together, to produce the total effect 
that we hear.”
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Jervis noted that the potential for fewer 
Ph.D. students—there is a university-
wide Ph.D. cut of 10 percent—means 
fewer teaching assistants and a shrink-
ing faculty. “Money does translate into 
things we all like in terms of education, 
so there is no way for this to be painless,” 
Jervis said. 

But there should be little to no impact 
on course size, teaching, or student ser-
vices. Most of SIPA’s endowment that does 
not come from the University’s general 
endowment goes directly towards fellow-
ship support for students. An increase to 
fellowship funds will be maintained by 
cutting costs elsewhere.

Scholarship spending will increase 
as previously planned for 2010 and will 
have increased almost 30 percent since 
2008. The 2009 financial aid budget is 
$6.6 million, and the projected 2010 to-
tal is $7 million with growth due to new 
endowments, an increase in current use 
gift funds, and strong enrollments in all 
degree programs.

The effects of the decline in endow-
ment payout is also mitigated by SIPA’s 
fundraising efforts, which Bohan said are 
“doing quite well” despite the recession. 
Annual fund revenue is up again this year, 
2008 was a very strong year for fundrais-
ing, and in January 2009, there was a large 
$3 million endowment gift. 

“If the trend continues, the reduc-
tion in endowment income will be more 
than offset by new endowment gifts and 
increased current use donations,” Bohan 
said. Endowment income constitutes 
4.06 percent of SIPA’s projected revenue 
this year, and the figure for 2010 is pro-
jected to be slightly higher thanks to the 
$3 million Lemann endowment gift in 
January 2009. 

Budget preparations for the fiscal year 
2010 are complicated by SIPA’s increased 
financial and administrative autonomy, 
which will be in effect as of July 1 of this 
year. SIPA has traditionally paid about 
38 percent of its revenue to the Arts and 
Sciences but will now retain all of its direct 
revenue and make its payments out itself 
to the central University administration 

as well as to Arts and Sciences. 
The structural change, which was an-

nounced in March, gives SIPA complete 
control over what budget cuts it will make, 
allows it to retain donations and gifts to 
the school, and makes its future budget 
more predictable. “The net financial result 
of these changes is not as dramatic as it 
sounds although it certainly makes for a 
more challenging budget submission,” 
Bohan said.

Questions remain about the financial 
relationship between the two schools, par-
ticularly in this economic climate. “We are 
still subsidizing A&S even though A&S 
services aren’t for SIPA students,” Jervis 
said. “Most students in the College, for 
instance, don’t realize that lots of SIPA 
money goes to them.”

Overall, the school is trying to main-
tain its status while sustaining the blow. 
“We are way ahead of where we were 20 
years ago, but this is a hit,” Jervis said. 
“Looking around at the wider society, 
it would be amazing if there weren’t any 
impact here.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

quarters,” she said. “But the prognosis is 
better than it has ever been before.”

Columbia Queer Alliance board 
member Sam Preston, CC ’12 said, “I 
think we’re witnessing a period of un-
precedented social advancement,” adding 
that “New York has waited more than 
long enough to take a stance.”

Preston also noted, “As deeply happy 
and proud as I am for Iowa, it should 
[have] been us first.”

It has been “a very nice couple of 
weeks, especially after Proposition 8,” 
said Learned Foote, CQA treasurer and 
Columbia College Student Council 
class of 2011 president. “I would be 
excited to see it come to the state where 
I go to school.”

Apart from the clear social benefits 
for same-sex couples, many also hold 
high hopes that the bill will yield fi-
nancial benefits.

“When people get married, they rent 

tuxedos, they buy flowers,” O’Donnell 
said. “It would help the economy.”

“Weddings are a big business and at-
tract tourists as well as new residents,” 
Davidson said, echoing O’Donnell. “This 
could be a boost to the local economy 
in numerous ways.”

Others remain critical of the legisla-
tion. Kevin Magos, CC ’12, said that 
he is “proud” of the governor, but he 
f inds fault in the bill. “I believe that 
all legal unions, regardless of the gen-
der or sex of the individuals involved, 
should be distinct and separate from 
religious marriage,” he said.

O’Donnell emphasized that at the 
end of the day, the bill makes the most 
lasting impact on an individual level.

“We here in New York believe in equal-
ity for gays and lesbians,” O’Donnell said, 
adding, on a personal note, “I’m one of 
those people.”

“After 28 years of being engaged ... 
it’s time I got married.

news@columbiaspectator.com

SIPA scholarship spending to increase CU students support state’s 
same-sex marriage bill

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE from front page

 SIPA from front page

New York State Senate, Assembly will vote on rent regulation bill                  
BY KATHERINE MEDUSKI
Spectator Staff Writer

As landlords continue to buy out of 
affordable housing programs, low-income 
renters remain at risk.

Two programs—the state-subsidized 
Mitchell-Lama and the federally subsi-
dized Section 8—have been thrust to the 
forefront of legislative action that seeks to 
protect tenants by extending rent regula-
tions. The New York State Senate passed 
a bill last month that would re-regulate 
buildings that had been deregulated after 
1974—a bill on which the State Assembly 
has yet to vote.

The bill, known as S.3326 and spon-
sored by New York State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, who represents Yonkers, 
must pass in both the State Senate and the 
New York State Assembly. If passed, the 
bill would extend rent regulation protec-
tion to all Mitchell-Lama and Section 8 
buildings retroactively including buildings 
that have already left the programs and 
those previously exempted for so-called 
“unique and peculiar circumstances.” 
Earlier this month, Assembly member 
Linda Rosenthal, whose district includes 
the Upper West Side, agreed to co-sponsor 
the bill. State Senator Bill Perkins,  who 
represents West Harlem and Washington 
Heights, is also a cosponsor. 

Stewart-Cousins has said that, since 
her legislation would protect tenants even 
after their buildings leave rent-regulated 
housing programs, tenants “would be able 
to continue paying the moderate rents 
they had been paying while the building 
was in the Mitchell-Lama program. It 
offers protection so people will not find 
themselves looking for apartments they 
cannot afford.”

Many landlords are tempted to leave 
subsidized housing programs if the value 
of market-rate rent is greater than that of 

regulated rent. In 2005, 3333 Broadway in 
West Harlem bought out of the Mitchell-
Lama program, and Trinity House, lo-
cated on West 93rd Street, tried to do 
the same in 2008. 

Philip Schorr of Bronx Pro Real 
Estate Management, the firm that used 
to manage Independence House—a 
Mitchell-Lama development on West 
94th Street—has expressed concern that 
state-imposed constraints might negatively 
effect landlord finances. “The critical ele-
ment of all of this is financial stability of 
the property,” Schorr said.

Nine bills relating to rent regulation 
passed the State Assembly in February, 
including A857, which closed the “unique 
and peculiar circumstance” loophole. 
But those bills “also have give-backs to 
landlords, so we strongly favor S.3326,” 
explained Amy Chan, the Mitchell-Lama 
organizer for advocacy group Tenants 
& Neighbors.

The Mitchell-Lama P.I.E. Campaign 
(Protections for tenants, Incentives for 
preservation, Enforcement from super-
visory housing agencies), which Tenants 
& Neighbors coordinates, has taken an 
active role in promoting the Stewart-
Cousins bill. The campaign has worked 
with organizations like the Park West 
Village Tenants Association and the 
Community Service Society. 

Two other bills, A2498 and A2933, 
are similar to S.3326 but distinguish 
between the city and suburban counties 
“in a way that we don’t find is the best 
way for tenants,” Chan said. Moreover, 
neither of those bills provides retroac-
tive protection.

Retroactive rent stabilization “is the key 
to making sure tenants can afford to live 
where they do,” Chan said. “Rent regula-
tion has been in this city for a long time, 
and maintaining it is not an infringement 
on landlords’ rights.”

Rosenthal sponsored an earlier bill, 
A2005, to abolish the $2,000 cap on 
rent regulation. That passed the assem-
bly on Feb. 2 and will enter the Senate 
later this year. 

“These specific bills will have a large 
impact on housing policy, and if passed, 
will be a large victory for affordable hous-
ing,” Meghan Nutting, administrative 
director to Rosenthal, said.

The Assembly Housing Committee 
was scheduled to hold a hearing on April 
23 to discuss ways to “preserve existing 
Mitchell-Lama housing and encour-
age the development of new units and 
to examine what actions can be taken 
to inform and protect tenants living 
in current and former Mitchell-Lama 
buildings,” according to the assembly’s 
public hearing notice.

But according to Nutting, a “legisla-
tive misunderstanding” led to the post-
ponement of that hearing. Assemblyman 
Gary Pretlow of Westchester will present 
the bill instead of Rosenthal. Nutting 
declined to elaborate on the nature of the 
“misunderstanding” or on when the bill 
would be introduced. 

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
Program was created in 1974 to assist low-
income tenants with children, the elderly, 
and people with disabilities. The program 
distributes vouchers through local, state, 
and regional housing agencies to families 
who then seek housing in the private sector 
in buildings where landlords will accept 
those vouchers. 

The Mitchell-Lama program, created 
in 1955, provides affordable housing for 
moderate to middle-income tenants in 
rental and cooperative homes. According 
to the New York City Department of 
Housing Preservation and Development, 
there are approximately 46,000 Mitchell-
Lama units remaining in the city. 
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RENT REGULATION BILL  |  The New York State Senate has passed a bill to extend rent 
regulation protection to all Mitchell-Lama and Section 8 buildings.  

CU music majors focus on 
theoretical aspects of their craft

trauma of Irish political strife with wry wit 
rather than gloomy realism.

These two films, and the unique ways in 
which they liven political discourse about the 
same subject matter, illustrate the relevance 
of political cinema. When discussing art, it 
is tempting to deny that an artistic object can 
have value outside its aesthetic. The impulse 
is understandable, given how didactic or—as 
with the Nazi propaganda film Triumph of 
the Will—dangerous, overly political cinema 
can be. But apolitical art is not immune to 
manipulation, for destructive historical forces 
can easily commandeer purely aesthetic art by 
virtue of its political apathy. Innovative and 
intelligent political cinema sidesteps moral-
izing and propagandizing to provoke discus-
sions on political issues in ways that current 
events, endlessly diluted in the heat of the 
moment, never can. 

Political cinema is a canary in the coal mine 
of free and open culture. When people compel 
political films to stop being made, something is 
wrong with society at large. As Times critic A.O. 
Scott mused when reviewing the lackluster and 
overtly political film Rendition, “It’s disappointing 
when such efforts don’t succeed, but I wouldn’t 
want to live in a country where filmmakers never 
tried.”

David Berke is a Columbia College first-year. 
Cinema Politico runs alternate Tuesdays. 

the authors “detail how each risk is identi-
fied, weighed, and mitigated and explain 
how companies and governments did and 
didn’t assess the risks effectively.” 

The final sections of the book focus 
on effectively communicating the risks 
once they have been identified and as-
sessed. Whereas the private sector has 
been leaving risk assessment to profes-
sionals with business or mathematics 
backgrounds, The Fat Tail presents the 
political scientist’s perspective on politi-
cal risk and uses social science methods 
to develop a solutions package.

In addition to working at Eurasia 
Group,  Keat and Bremmer teach a 
seminar on pol it ica l r i sk at SIPA. 
“It’s a very sol id mix of students,” 
Keat said. The course is grounded in 
polit ica l theory, but the professors 
use their professional experience to 
prepare students for a career in politi-
ca l risk analysis or policy work. “We 
push students to do forward-looking 
analysis,” Keat explained. 

Preston Keat will present The Fat Tail: 
The Power of Political Knowledge for Strategic 
Investing and do a book signing on April 
28 from 6 to 8 p.m. in room 1512 of the 
International Affairs Building. “The goal is 
to develop new, flexible approaches to new 
challenges,” he said about the book.

BARLEY from page 3 KEAT from page 3

Irish films deal 
with political 

conflict 

The Fat Tail 
addresses 

political risk
MAJORS from page 3



No. 16 Dartmouth hopes to join 
lacrosse championship with Penn

Cornell leads 
south division 

17-3
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in the league. But the Quakers had eight players 
score at least 10 goals on the year, including five 
with 20 or more goals. Penn’s depth on offense 
was virtually unmatched in the league.

While Penn will lose several key players to 
graduation—including the defensive tandem 
of Hillary Renna and Katie Mazer and a com-
bined 42 goals from Becca Edwards, Samantha 
Bird, and Kaitlyn Lombardo—the Quakers will 
keep their starting goalkeeper, their top scorer 
in DeLuca, and arguably the Ivy League’s top 
rookie in Erin Brennan. So far, nothing short 
of Northwestern has been able to slow down the 
Quakers. A rematch with the Wildcats in the 
NCAA Tournament is almost a certainty.

Meanwhile, the rest of the Ivy League teams 
have to wait and see if they will be a part of the 
tournament along with Penn. Princeton is virtually 
a lock with a 6-1 league record and a 12-2 record 
overall. Dartmouth, meanwhile, is in a precarious 
spot as the No. 16 team in the country. There are 
only 16 spots available in the NCAA Tournament 
with five going as automatic bids for the confer-
ence winners of the Big Ten, the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, the Ivy League, the Atlantic 10, and 

the Big East. That leaves 11 spots, and Dartmouth 
currently has 11 teams ranked ahead of it in the 
latest Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches 
Association Division I poll released on April 21. 
Cornell, ranked 20th in the nation, is in an even 
tougher spot, but the Big Red only has the small-
est of chances to grab a tournament bid.

With a postseason conference tournament still a 
season away, the mid-ranked teams in the Ivy League 
will most likely be on the outside of the national 
tournament. The gap between the top three schools 
and the rest of the Ivy League, however, remains 
rather large. Yale, in particular, took a huge tumble 
from 2008, winning only one game in conference 
play. This downturn be attributed to the loss of last 
year’s leading scorer, Lauren Taylor, as the Bulldogs 
scored a league-worst nine goals per game in 2009. 
Joining Yale at the bottom is Columbia, who won an 
Ivy game for the first time in four years but dropped 
several close contests in the season.

But as in years before, Penn is the story of the 
season. The Quakers will almost certainly get another 
shot at a national title, the first in the program’s 
history. A national championship would also make 
Penn the third Ivy team to win it all, joining Harvard, 
who won in 1990, and Princeton, who pulled the 
trick off in 1994, 2002, and 2003.

LACROSSE from back page

The first two games of the three-game 
playoff are scheduled for Friday at Cornell. 
If a third game is necessary, it will be held on 
Saturday.

In other league action, Penn (15-18-1, 
10-10 Ivy) took three of four games from 
Columbia (16-34, 4-16 Ivy) to finish second 
behind Cornell in the Southern Division. 
The Lions finished last in the division behind 
third-place Princeton.

Yale (22-22, 11-9 Ivy) swept Brown (12-26, 
5-15 Ivy) to take third in the Northern Division 
behind Dartmouth and Harvard. The Bears 
finished last in their division.

Whether the Ivy League champion will be 
the Big Red or the Big Green has yet to be 
decided, and this weekend’s match between 
the two division winners will determine who 
takes the title.

Dartmouth captured the Rolfe Division crown 
after winning the first game in a twin bill against 
Harvard on Sunday. The Big Green won its second 
consecutive division title, and the fifth in 10 years, 
after beating Harvard 11-5. Dartmouth senior Ray 
Allen drove in four runs, including a three-run 
blast.  Starter Kyle Hendricks got the win, giving 
up four earned runs with two strikeouts and two 
walks.  Game two was much closer, as Harvard 
emerged victorious in a narrow 4-3 win. Shortstop 
Jeff Reynolds led the offensive attack for Harvard, 
going 1-3 with two RBI. Harvard starter Conner 
Hulse got his first win of the season, giving up three 
earned runs while collecting six strikeouts.

The second doubleheader on Sunday again 
featured Brown and Yale. Game one was a high-
scoring affair, as Brown won 17-10. The Brown 
hitters were very successful against the Yale 
pitching across the board, but second baseman 
Matt Nuzzo stood head and shoulder above the 

rest. Nuzzo went 4-5 with six RBI and three runs 
scored. In game two, the Brown bats remained hot 
as the Bears easily won 11-3. Nuzzo again led the 
Bears with three RBI, but it was Brown’s pitch-
ing that stood out. Starter Will Weidig won his 
second game of the season, giving up one earned 
run and collecting five strikeouts.

The third doubleheader on Sunday took place in 
Ithaca where Cornell and Princeton split the twin 
bill. Princeton won game one 9-7 with solid hitting 
and mediocre pitching. The Tigers’ first baseman, 
Adrian Turnham, collected four RBI on 2-4 against 
the struggling Big Red pitching. Game two featured 
better pitching, as Cornell was able to hold onto the 
4-3 win. The Big Red featured four different pitchers, 
but it was David Rochefort who got the win after 
two innings of work and three strikeouts.

However, as both Cornell and Princeton stand 
10-10 in league play atop the Gehrig division, a 
single 9-inning game this Wednesday will deter-
mine who heads to Hanover for the Ivy League 
Championship against Dartmouth.

Lions lose chance at consecutive 
Ivy title after third loss to Penn

SOFTBALL from back page

BASEBALL from back page

identified and rehabbed their injuries before 
the season. Giving up 23 runs in three games 
should not be a surprise, and a player can still 
test a sore arm without risking other injuries.

Such was the case for Alex Rodriguez, who 
realized that he was hurt while preparing 
for the World Baseball Classic in February. 
Rodriguez had surgery in early March, and, 
when he rejoins the team next month, he will 
have only missed a sixth of the season instead 
of a third due to the early recognition of his 
injury. Even so, had Rodriguez engaged in 
baseball activities over the winter, he may not 
have missed any time.

As I mentioned, there are currently 135 
players on the DL, but there are probably 
even more players off to slow starts because 
of limited preparation. Some players just 
need the weather to warm up before they 
start hitting, but others are using the month 
of April as their warm-up, and that is simply 
unfair to fans, owners, and teammates.

Players understandably want to be with 
their families after a long season of travel-
ing and constant competition. But for the 
amount of money that they reel in, it is ridic-
ulous to show up for the regular season with-
out being physically and mentally prepared.

While I’m not paying player salaries, I 
am paying the ridiculously high ticket prices 
each year, and the least the players can do is 
prepare for the occasion.

Jacob Shapiro is a List College junior majoring in 
history and Talmud.

SCHAPIRO from back page

Regular play 
discovers more 
latent injuries
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It’s already 
the end of 
April, and for 

fantasy baseball 
owners, that 
means it’s time 
to start evaluat-
ing your team. 
Players that start 
off  slowly ham-
per all teams, but 
this season, I’ve 
noticed a spe-
cifi c trend that 

is proving to be quite harmful. Over the 
past three weeks, three of my top players 
have gone on the disabled list (“DL”) with 
injuries that were only recently detected.

After talking with a few other own-
ers in my league, it appears that there is 
a strange trend going on in baseball in 
which veteran players discover nagging 
injuries that were unknown during Spring 
Training.  Many players simply get hurt 
in the fi rst few weeks of action, and their 
injuries are legitimate and should not be 
included in the lot that I’m attempting to 
distill. But consider this:

After just three appearances, Yankees 
starter Chien-Ming Wang  was placed 
on the DL last weekend with “hip ab-
ductor muscle weakness.” Th e Yankees 
fi gured that Wang might be injured 
after the veteran allowed 23 earned 
runs in just six innings of work span-
ning three games. (Th at prompted Nick 
Swisher , a position player, to pitch!)

Yankees outfi elder Xavier Nady —who 
was projected to be a mainstay in the bomb-
ers’ off ense this year—is on the DL with 
“right elbow soreness.” According to MLB.
com, Nady sustained the injury “after 
making a routine throw,” and up until this 
weekend, he was considering having a second 
surgery to “repair damage to the elbow.”

Lots of other players have been 
relegated to the injured list since the 
season began, including Brandon Webb,  
Daisuke Matsuzaka,  and Vladimir 
Guerrero.  At the beginning of the year, 
Major League Baseball  boasted that only 
69 players were starting the season on 
the DL in comparison with the 106 play-
ers that sat out to begin the 2008 cam-
paign. But today, I counted 135 players 
that were currently on the disabled list.

So I have to ask, if the DL grows 
by 50 percent after just three weeks of 
play, why aren’t players and teams able 
to identify injuries during the offsea-
son or at least during Spring Training? 
During the winter months, most play-
ers spend time working out, but few 
engage in serious baseball activities 
until Spring Training comes around.

While Spring Training is designed to 
prepare players for the regular season, 
veteran players see far less action then 
the horde of prospects who are fi ght-
ing for a spot on the roster. Veterans 
are given days off  and yanked from the 
game in the later innings, and pitchers 
especially are scheduled to throw a cer-
tain amount of innings or pitches.

So what good is Spring Training 
if there are tons of players who aren’t 
actually ready for the regular season? 
Th e Yankees pitchers reported to Spring 
Training on Feb. 13 and didn’t start the 
regular season until April 6, but Wang 
threw just 21.2 innings in that seven-
and-a-half-week period! C.C. Sabathia,  
who is not injured but has struggled in 
the opening month, threw even fewer 
innings than Wang did.

It appears that veteran players and 
especially pitchers are on such a deli-
cate schedule that their readiness for 
the actual season is unknowable at the 
time. Nobody wants to play at an in-
tense level that could cause an injury, 
but is the alternative any better?

If Xavier Nady  was playing at a high 
level during Spring Training and if 
Chein-Ming Wang had averaged more 
than three innings of work a week, 
maybe the Yankees could have

Not enough 
preparation, 
more injuries

SPORTS Th e Columbia lacrosse team 
will travel to Lewisburg, Pa . 
to face Bucknell in the last 

game of the season.

TOMORROW

Henry Perkins ‘08  fi nished 
his career as Ivy League Player 
of the Year, helping the Lions 

to win the league title.

TOMORROW

Dartmouth  and Cornell  to clash in contest for softball Ivy League  title
BY MICHELE CLEARY 

Spectator Staff  Writer

Th e dust has settled from the fi nal week-
end of Ivy League softball, and Cornell  and 
Dartmouth  have emerged as contenders for the 
Ivy title. Th ough Southern Division  champion 
Cornell clinched last weekend, Dartmouth  
wasn’t crowned Northern Division  champion 
until its fi nal game this past weekend.

The Big Green  (22-20, 13-7 Ivy) 
played a four-game series against Harvard 
(26-15, 12-8 Ivy) this weekend. Heading 
into Saturday’s doubleheader, Dartmouth 
led the reigning Northern Division 
champions by one game. As a result, the 
Big Green would have to take at least 

two games from the Crimson  in order 
to clinch a spot in the Ivy playoff . 

Despite having the home-fi eld ad-
vantage for Saturday’s doubleheader, 
Dartmouth was swept by Harvard. Th e 
Big Green dropped the fi rst matchup  
7-3 despite giving up only one earned 
run. Dartmouth’s third baseman Ashley 
Gleason  committed four errors, which re-
sulted in six unearned Crimson runs.

Sloppy f ielding plagued the Big 
Green in the second game as well, re-
sulting in a 6-3 loss.

After dropping the first two games of 
the series, Dartmouth needed to sweep 
Sunday’s doubleheader at Harvard to 
win a trip to the Ivy League playoffs. 

The Big Green managed to pull off 
the sweep, winning the first contest 
2-0 and the second 5-2. 

In the f i rst matchup, Hi l la r y 
Barker  pitched the complete game for 
Dartmouth, giving up only four hits 
while striking out four. Alyssa Parker  
led the Big Green offense with two hits 
and two RBI. Parker also managed two 
hits in the second game, adding a run 
and an RBI.

Dartmouth will play a pair of games against 
Boston College  on Tuesday before traveling 
to Cornell for a three-game playoff .

The Big Red (40-10, 17-3 Ivy) swept 
Princeton  (14-22, 8-12 Ivy) this past 
weekend, capping its impressive season. 

In fact, Cornell outscored  the Tigers  23-
5 over the course of the four games.

In the first doubleheader, the Big 
Red  took the first decision 5-1 and the 
second 7-0. Ashley Garvey  led the Big 
Red offense on Saturday, going 3-for-7 
with two runs and three RBI.

Elizabeth Dalrymple  and Ali Tomlinson  
both put up strong pitching performances. 
Each threw a complete game and com-
bined to strike out 16 batters.

Sunday’s doubleheader was held in 
Ithaca  and produced similar results for 
Cornell, who won the fi rst game 4-2 and 
the second 7-2. Tomlinson impressed 
again, going 2-for-3 with a run and three 
RBI in the fi rst game before pitching 

seven solid innings in the second.
When Dartmouth and Cornell met ear-

lier this season, they split a doubleheader in 
Hanover, N.H . Th e Big Green took the fi rst 
game 7-5 in 10 innings, while the Big red won 
the second contest 10-2 in six innings.

In the f irst game, Dartmouth’s 
Leigha Clarkson  hit a walk-off two-
run homer in the bottom of the tenth 
to give the Big Green the victory.

In the second game, Cornell’s Elise 
Menaker  and Devon March  led their 
team’s explosive off ense. Each had three 
hits—Menaker had two runs and an RBI, 
and March added a run and two RBI.

Brian Chan / File photo
GEHRIG DETERMINES IT  |  Th ough Dartmouth leads the league in conference play, both 
Cornell and Princeton have a shot at the Gehrig division  and Ivy League titles.

Tigers and Big Red vie for Gehrig  bid
BY BART LOPEZ 

Spectator Staff  Writer
 
Dartmouth headed into the weekend looking to capture 

the Rolfe Division  title by defeating Ivy rival Harvard. The 
Big Green dominated game one, winning 14-2. The bats were 
alive for Dartmouth as six batters collected at least one RBI. 
Jeff Onstott  lead the way with four RBI and one run scored. 
In addition to solid hitting, Dartmouth’s pitching was top-
notch as starter Robert Young   went seven innings, giving up 
only two earned runs. Harvard got its revenge in game two, 
winning 6-4 in 10 innings. Third baseman Harry Douglas   
led the Crimson with two RBI on two hits.

The second doubleheader on Saturday pitted Brown against 
Yale. Brown won game one 3-1 with solid pitching from starter 
Mark Gormley.  Gormley achieved a complete game victory 
while giving up one earned run and striking out four. Game 
two was a different story as Yale won 6-2 thanks to solid 
hitting across the board. Trygg Larsson-Danforth  led the 
Bulldogs with three RBI, all in the seventh inning.

Princeton faced Cornell this past weekend, the first of a 
pair of doubleheaders occurring on Friday. In game one, the 
Tigers won the pitcher’s duel 2-0. Princeton starter David 
Hale  racked up 10 strikeouts in 6.1 innings of work to get 
the win. Game two had a very different result as Cornell won 
4-1. Cornell starter Corey Pappel  gave up one earned run and 
struck out nine in eight innings on the mound. Pappel got 
more than enough run support to win the game thanks to 
left fielder Domenic Di Ricco.  Though Di Ricco only went 
1-4, he was able to drive in three runs.

SEE SCHAPIRO, page 7

Penn  poised for 
NCAA  lacrosse 
championship

BY JONATHAN TAYLER 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

Even in the one of the best women’s lacrosse confer-
ences in the country, Penn  is making it look easy.

Th e Quakers locked up a third straight Ivy League 
regular season title with a third straight undefeated 
conference season, sweeping all seven Ivy League 
opponents. Penn, currently ranked third in the 
country, has only one loss in the season—after a 
clash of the titans with No. 1 Northwestern  last 
Saturday. Th e Wildcats  came away with an 11-9 
win to spoil Penn’s bid for a perfect season.

Nonetheless, the Quakers  blew through the league 
with ease. Only the No. 16 Big Green  gave Penn a 
fi ght in a 7-6 game that was decided in overtime. 
Outside of that contest, no Ivy team got within fi ve 
goals of the Quakers’ score in a game, not even No. 
6 Princeton, who fell 10-5 to Penn on April 15.

Penn’s success shouldn’t be a surprise, even despite 
the loss of last year’s National Goalkeeper of the Year  
Sarah Waxman . Her backup last season, Emily Szelest , 
has been more than up to the task of replacing Waxman 
with a sterling 5.14 goals against average—by far the 
best mark in the league. Szelest also boasts the third 
best save percentage in the league at .480, narrowly 
behind Yale’s Whitney Quackenbush .

All in all, Penn has excelled in just about every facet 
of the game. Th e Quakers are second in the league 
in scoring with 11.57 goals per game, barely behind 
Princeton. Penn also led the league in assists, drew the 
fewest fouls of any Ivy team, and committed just 10 
turnovers per game, fi ve less than second-place Brown. 
Additionally, the Quakers allowed only 5.25 goals per 
game, clearly the best defensive unit in the league.

Penn did all of this without an individual 
standout on offense. The team’s leading scorer, 
Ali DeLuca , finished with 29 goals, only seventh 

SEE LACROSSE, page 7
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Courtesy of University of Pennsylvania

PERFECT PLAY  |  Th ough No.3 Penn dropped a close 
decision to No.1 Northwestern, the Quakers hope 
for an NCAA title to add to their 7-0 Ivy record.
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