
INSIDE

VOL. CXXXIV—NO. 63 TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2010 WWW.COLUMBIASPECTATOR.COM

BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

While some students may 
be staggering towards the 
end of the semester, four se-
niors were rewarded this week 
for four years of academic 
achievement. 

Arianne Richard, CC ’10, 
has been named the Columbia 
College valedictorian, and 
Jeffrey Spear, CC ’10, will be 
the salutatorian.

Richard is a biological sci-
ences major. As a junior, she 
was awarded a Goldwater 
Scholarship, the most presti-
gious prize for undergraduates 
planning to pursue Ph.D.s in 
science or math. As part of the 
award, she received $7,500.

On campus, she is in-
volved in the group CU Dance 
Marathon and does corporate 
relations for the group. Richard 
attended Concord Academy in 
Massachusetts for high school. 

Spear is an ecology, evolu-
tion, and environmental biol-
ogy major and is most known 
for his fencing abilities. He is 
a national champion and has 
been an All-American fencer 
in each of the last two years.  
He was also named a first-
team Academic All-American 
athlete last year by ESPN The 
Magazine.   

This semester, when the rest 
of the team was on a break from 
competition, Spear traveled to 
Budapest, Hungary, to compete 
in the men’s World Cup.

In February, Spear told 
Spectator that traveling while 
being a student can be chal-
lenging. While he was in 
Budapest, Spear said that he 

was also working on his thesis.
“Sometimes it almost feels 

like I am living a different life 
over here and that can make 
it difficult to keep up as a stu-
dent,” Spear said in an email 
from Budapest in February.

“The opportunity to repre-
sent the U.S. and Columbia to 
the rest of the world is an ex-
perience for which I will always 
be grateful. All student athletes 
play a role as ambassadors for 
their school, but to have the 
opportunity to take that to the 
next level, and to represent the 
U.S. and Columbia abroad, is 
something very special for me,” 
Spear added.

B efore  enrol l ing at 
Columbia, Spear was home-
schooled in Wynantskill, N.Y.

Seth Davidovits, SEAS ’10, 
was named valedictorian for 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science. The salutatori-
an is Rodney Chang, SEAS ’10.

Davidovits is an applied 
physics major, who co-au-
thored a paper on classical 
density functional theory. On 
campus, he was the president 
of the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Club 
and vice president of Engineers 
Without Borders. He also in-
terned at the Argonne National 
Laboratory.

He attended Andover 
High School in Andover, 
Massachusetts.

Chang is a mechanical engi-
neering major and a member of 
Pi Tau Sigma, the mechanical 
engineering honor society. 

He attended Baton Rouge 
Magnet High School in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com

Lawmakers 
push bills to 
shut down 

illegal hotels
BY ELIZABETH VANCE

Columbia Daily Spectator  

For Upper West Side assembly 
member Richard Gottfried, apply-
ing the current building code to il-
legal hotels is like calculus.

“I understand it when people 
from the Buildings Department 
explain it to me, but couldn’t nec-
essarily explain it myself,” he said. “I 
got a B-plus or an A in the course, 
but ask me a week later to explain 
calculus, I couldn’t do it.”

He is currently working to sim-
plify the code, with a bill sitting in 
committee in the state legislature 
that would change the legal defi-
nition of permanent and transient 
occupancy in residential buildings. 
But with multiple bills addressing 
the issue still sitting in the legisla-
ture’s housing committees, the fight 
against illegal hotels seems to have 
calmed down for now.

In February, assembly members 
Gottfried, Linda Rosenthal, and 
Micah Kellner each introduced bills 
aiming to crack down on residential 
“single-room occupancy” buildings, 
or SROs, that are being used as ho-
tels–which are particularly com-
mon on the Upper West Side.

The state appellate court ruled 
in January 2009 that it was legal for 
SROs to function partially as hotels 
by admitting temporary residents, 
as long as that was not the building’s 
primary purpose. Since then, local 
politicians have worked to make it 
more difficult for owners to rent 
out their rooms through new leg-
islature that would change the legal 
definitions of “transient” and “per-
manent” residents. 

Gottfried said the state assem-
bly’s housing committee is work-
ing to resolve issues with people in 
the hotel industry who fear being 
caught in the crossfire as he looks to 
eliminate the illegal hotels. Because 
of the complicated nature of zoning 
laws, it can be difficult to tell which 
hotels are legal or illegal under the 
bill in its current state, he said.

He said his goal was to see the 
bill passed before the end of the 
summer recess, and that the sup-
port of the mayor’s office, which 
drafted the language of the bill, 
would lend political clout.

“Our goal is that apartments that 
are legally meant to be housing for 
permanent residents should not be 
diverted into being transient hotel 

rooms,” Gottfried added.
Rosenthal’s bill, known as the 

“natural persons bill,” would prevent 
landlords from leasing portions of 
their buildings to companies who 
convert the blocks into hotel rooms, 
limiting landlords to renting only to 
“flesh and blood” tenants.

“By restricting the ability to lease 
these apartments to natural persons, 
my legislation will end the conver-
sion of these units into for-profit il-
legal hotel enterprises,” Rosenthal 
said in an email.

But Rosenthal’s bill may be held 
up by ongoing debates in the legis-
lature. According to Jonathan Davis, 
Rosenthal’s legislative director, the 
bill has been delayed by the ongoing 
budget debates in Albany, though 
Gottfried said that he didn’t think 
that was a factor in his own case. 

Upper West Side City Council 
member Gale Brewer said that 
she is optimistic that Gottfried’s 

legislation would help free up af-
fordable housing, since most peo-
ple who live in SROs have limited 
or fixed incomes.

“We are very supportive and are 
going to do a [City Council] reso-
lution to support this,” Brewer said 
of the bill.

Yarrow Willman-Cole who 
works with the Goddard Riverside 
SRO Law Project, an organization 
that works to protect the rights of 
tenants in SROs, said that all of the 
bills will help the city protect against 
the illegal conversion of residential 
units into hotel rooms.

“It’s important that the legisla-
tion is passed because landlords 
are taking more and more units 
out of the affordable New York 
City housing market every day 
and it’s more dire than ever that 
the city protects this type of hous-
ing for residents,” Willman-Cole 
said in an email.

Still, even in the neighbor-
hood of the Continental building, 
a party in the lawsuit against New 
York City that declared most of 
the supposedly illegal hotels legal, 
outrage seemed muted. Multiple 
people said they hadn’t heard much 
about the issue.

Boris Kogan, who lives on 94th 
Street, said he didn’t feel that the 
SRO buildings being used as ho-
tels are a problem for the neigh-
borhood.  “I’ve been living here for 
two-and-a-half years, and I’ve never 
seen or heard of any problem with 
a tourist,” said Kogan. 

Susan Elliot, who lives at 711 
West End Ave., was also among 
the unconcerned. The hotels in her 
neighborhood are mostly hostels 
accommodating young tourists, 
she said.

“I don’t mind the kids at all,” she 
added.  

news@columbiaspectator.com

Barnard funding for sororities, but not recognition
BY ELIZABETH SCOTT

Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Though Barnard’s Student 
Government Association has yet 
to formally recognize Greek orga-
nizations on campus, it continues 
to financially support its students’ 
participation in them. 

Some members of Funding 
at Columbia University (F@CU) 
have argued that the money they 
contribute as councils that officially 
recognize Greek life, shouldn’t go to 
supporting Barnard’s participation 
in Greek life if they don’t recognize 
it, though the SGA continues to give 
the Panhellenic Council money to 
support its student participation.

F@CU is a board made up of the 
incoming and outgoing presidents 
and vice presidents of funding from 
General Studies Student Council, 
Engineering Student Council, 
Columbia College Student Council, 
and SGA, and holds a summit at the 
end of each year to allocate funding 
to student groups.

Sharmin Ahmed, BC ’10 and 
SGA vice president of finance, said 
that Barnard’s council “gave a con-
tribution to Panhell [Panhellenic 
Council] specifically because they 

have been active in saying they have 
Barnard students” who participate 
in the organization and are part of 
the executive board.  

For the past two years, SGA has 
contributed $1,000—which, ac-
cording to Ahmed, is more than 
SGA would have owed proportion-
ally had they been contributing as 
a council that officially recognizes 
Greek organizations. “We just give 
a flat-out amount of $1,000 because 

that’s the amount comparable to 
what we should give. A thousand is 
an arbitrary number, it’s a number 
that the F@CU committee decid-
ed long before. … We’ve stuck by 
$1,000 and we stuck by it because 
we didn’t want to contribute in ra-
tio because that would be making 
the statement that we recognize 
Greek life and we didn’t think that 
that is a statement we could make. It 
was an arbitrary number but it was 
comparable to what we should have 

contributed—sometimes it’s more, 
sometimes it’s less, and last year it 
was more,” Ahmed explained.  

The Panhellenic Council has 
been granted “stage one” recogni-
tion at Barnard—which includes 
the ability for sororities in the 
council to flyer, reserve space, 
hang banners in Barnard Hall, 
and get an adviser. 

What the sororities are missing 
is “stage two” recognition, without 

which they cannot apply for alloca-
tions for the academic year. Most 
other Barnard groups have “stage 
two” recognition. Any group, how-
ever, can apply for co-sponsorship 
with SGA regardless of whether or 
not it is recognized by the council.  

Despite the fact that Barnard has 
contributed and continues to con-
tribute money to the Panhellenic 
Council, the InterGreek Council 
feels that recognition is a critical 
part of the equation. In a recent 

statement addressed to the presi-
dents of the four undergraduate 
councils, the IGC wrote, “Should 
IGC be unsuccessful again in 
gaining stage one recognition and 
should Panhell be unsuccessful in 
gaining funding through stage two 
recognition from SGA in the future, 
we will be forced to take additional 
steps which may include the total 
restriction of Barnard students from 
involvement in Greek Life.” 

What is problematic, some say, 
is not the amount of money con-
tributed, but the fact that the mon-
ey isn’t accompanied by recogni-
tion—which, CCSC President Sue 
Yang, CC ’10, said, would calculate 
the amount owed by considering 
factors such as sorority growth 
and participation. “Right now, the 
$1,000 is an arbitrary number, it’s 
not based on anything—if they’re 
recognized it would be grounded 
by factors taken into consideration, 
like future growth versus a number 
that’s made up.” 

According to Nuriel Moghavem, 
CC ’11 and the vice president of 
finance for CCSC, the relation-
ship between councils and student 
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RED RED WINE |  With smart wine and fruit choices when 
making their own sangria, students don’t have to break 
the bank on pricey restaurant alternatives. See page 3.

SEE SGA, page 2

Women and Leadership 

President Bollinger and student discuss 
the role of women’s leadership. 

Italian Academy Theater, 6 p.m.

Today’s Events

Barnard Spirit Day 

Food, games, music, and t-shirts, oh 
my. Stop back for the evening carnival.

Barnard campus, all day

Both the Big Red and the Big Green 
have filled their coaching vacan-
cies, hiring Bill Courtney and Paul 
Cormier, respectively, to take over 
their basketball programs. This 
makes the Columbia job the only 
head coaching vacancy in the league.

Cornell, Dartmouth hire 
new basketball coaches

Sports, back page

After answering an open casting 
call for the popular TV show 
“Glee,” Columbia students Joey 
Goldberg and Emily Alpern Fisch 
share their motivations for and 
experiences of being part of a 
nationwide talent search.

Columbia students gleek 
out in ‘Glee’ auditions

A&E, page 3

Alexandria Symonds reminisces 
about the ups and downs of a past 
relationship—with Spec.

Sealed without a kiss

Opinion, page 4
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TomorrowAmanda Gutterman explores the 
role of the Internet as the modern 
deus ex machina.

A tangled web

“We want to show that they have our 
support in whatever they choose 

to participate.” 
—SGA president Katie Palillo, BC ’10

patrick yuan / staff photographer
CHECK IN  |  Rick, a resident of Pennington on 95th Street, believes his landlord has been renting rooms to tourists.
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Student Leaders Forum to talk gender
BY EMILY KWONG

Spectator Staff Writer 

Political commentator and for-
mer Rock the Vote president Jehmu 
Greene will headline tonight’s 
Student Leaders Forum, the student-
centered counterpart to the World 
Leaders Forum, which has brought 
leaders ranging from France’s 
Nicolas Sarkozy to Iran’s Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad to Columbia.

Greene will be joined at the Italian 
Academy by four Columbia student 
leaders and University President Lee 
Bollinger in a panel discussion, titled 
“Women and Leadership in the 21st 
Century,” on the changing nature of 
women’s leadership.

Now in its third year, the Student 
Leaders Forum is a joint initiative 
of the Office of the Provost and 
the Student Affairs Caucus of the 
University Senate.

For Emily Kenison, BC ’11, the 
forum’s chair and a student senator, 
Greene was an ideal voice to lead 
this year’s conversation. “We’re re-
ally happy she’s on the panel,” 
said Kenison, who recalled seeing 
Greene speak on the third wave 
of feminism at the Steven Kasher 
Gallery in February. 

“She [Greene] had such good, 
clean, concrete goals as to where this 
movement should go, how to trans-
form the media being one of them, 
and that we need to incite a revolu-
tion to some extent. It’s not going 
to be the bra-burning feminists of 

the ’70s, but we still need people to 
recognize there are injustices and to 
speak out,” Kenison said.

Greene is president of the 
Women’s Media Center, an organi-
zation that seeks to amplify women’s 
voices in the media, and is a frequent 
commentator on CNN, MSNBC, 
Fox News, and other media out-
lets. Greene was also an adviser for 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s 
2008 presidential campaign.

The panel will also feature four 
Columbia students, who plan to 
address their own experiences of 
gender inequality in their respec-
tive leadership roles. 

Originally from Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, panelist Maisha 
Rashid, BC ’10, said she was in-
spired by female prime ministers 
to take up the cause of women’s 
leadership. She currently serves as 
the campus editor for the Columbia 
Political Review and is president of 
Columbia Model Congress.

“This year’s leadership forum is 
unique because it brings in campus 
leaders from very different leader-
ship experiences to speak with a 
professional advocate for women’s 
leadership. This year’s theme dis-
cusses one of the most enduring 
discrepancies of our time—women 
leaders, their experience, and income 
inequalities,” Rashid said in an email.

Fellow panelists include Jia 
Ahmad, CC ’11, Janna Metzler, 
a second-year student in the 
Mailman School of Public Health, 

and Jose Robledo-Trujillo, a School 
of General Studies student and a 
University senator.  

Robledo-Trujillo currently 
serves as the leader of a Stryker in-
fantry platoon of 36 soldiers for the 
United States Army and hopes to 
bring his unique perspective to the 
discussion.

“I am obviously not a wom-
an, but I have had the privilege of 
working with incredibly brilliant 
and talented women in the mili-
tary and in student government. I 
can speak on their difficulties and 
triumphs as seen only an observer 
can,” Robledo-Trujillo wrote in an 
email. Having served nine years in 
the United States Army on over 300 
combat missions, Robledo-Trujillo 
had a female soldier under his com-
mand while in Afghanistan and 
currently works for a female com-
mander in ROTC.

Kenison hopes for an “open, 
honest dialogue” that will engage 
panelists and audience members in 
a conversation that continues to res-
onate after the event’s completion.

“These kinds of panel discus-
sions about women’s role in society 
are happening all over the city, all 
over America, and for students to 
take time out of their day to come 
to one brings to light so many is-
sues,” she said. “This is something 
that pertains to everybody—men 
and women.”

emily.kwong
@columbiaspectator.com
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life activities can be complicated. 
For example, he said that though 
General Studies students partici-
pate in club sports, the GSSC does 
not pay into this activity. 

SGA is continuing to look into 
Greek life recognition, which was 
recently struck down in a rela-
tively close vote by the council. 
The council’s constitution cur-
rently directs against funding 
clubs that select members on a 
discriminatory basis, as well as 
clubs that collect payments like 
sorority dues, which may also 
be restrictive to some students. 
According to SGA president 
Katie Palillo, BC ’10, “At our last 
meeting we voted to continue to 

explore the issue, which had two 
components—one was to hold 
sorority focus groups before our 
last meeting [Monday night].”

At the meeting Monday night, 
vice president of communica-
tions Giselle Leon, BC ’10, said 
that 65 students applied to be a 
part of a focus group exploring 
thoughts on sororities among 
Barnard students.

Leon said she wrote a letter 
to the IGC urging them not to 
proceed with the cap on Barnard 
participation on sororities, say-
ing that it would be an unneces-
sarily divisive move. Leon added 
that information that would come 
out of the focus groups and a po-
tential student body survey next 
year could serve as a jumping-off 

point for further consideration in 
the fall semester.

Palillo acknowledges that 
though the issue is complicated, 
SGA wants to support Barnard 
students. “I think that SGA very 
clearly acknowledges that there’s 
a demonstrated interest in our 
campus and in being able to have 
students sustain that interest—
and communities that Barnard 
students have become leaders in. 
That’s a huge component of that 
discussion, and we want to show 
that they have our support in 
whatever they choose to partici-
pate in,” Palillo said.

Amanda Evans contributed 
reporting.

elizabeth.scott
@columbiaspectator.com

SGA to continue sorority debate
SGA from front page

when considering the job, and 
during his opening press con-
ference Courtney was quick to 
acknowledge the role his pre-
decessor played in building the 
program he now inherits. 

“Thank you to Steve 
Donahue,” Courtney an-
nounced in his opening re-
marks, “and the unbelievable 
job he did here at Cornell, the 
shape he left the program in, the 
winning culture that he estab-
lished, the guys he left behind.” 

“The job he did here was 
tremendous,” he continued, 
“and they are going to be some 
big shoes to fill.” 

Courtney also commented 
on the role his background as a 
player and captain at Bucknell, 
a member of the academic 
Patriot League, will have on 
his new post. 

“It helps tremendously,” he 
said. “This is a special place. I 
think it’s an easy sell. What was 
stressed [at Bucknell] in homes 
was academics, and we re-
spected everyone but feared no 
one [on the basketball court]. 
These guys are like that.”

Before taking the job as head 
coach at Cornell, Courtney 

held a position as an assistant 
at Virginia Tech for a year un-
der Seth Greenberg. Along 
with brief stints on both the 
University of Virginia and 
Virginia Commonwealth staffs, 
Courtney spent eight seasons 
working under Jim Larranaga 
at George Mason. Courtney was 

a key recruiter for the Patriots 
squad that, as a No. 11 seed in 
the 2006 tournament, went on a 
miraculous run that finally end-
ed with a loss in the Final Four. 

In a statement, Cornell 
Athletic Director Andy Noel al-
luded to Courtney’s history of 
success and his prowess on the 

recruiting trail as key attributes 
in his selection as the next coach. 

“Bill Courtney brings an ar-
ray of qualities to Cornell bas-
ketball that I am confident will 
lead the Big Red to continued 
success within the Ivy league 
and beyond,” Noel explained. 
“His energy and enthusiasm 
are infectious, but his attention 
to the details of coaching and 
recruiting are what makes me 
confident that we have hired a 
winner.”

Columbia hopes to follow 
suit as Athletic Director Dr. 
M. Dianne Murphy and her 
staff continue their search for 
the next Light Blue head coach. 
Courtney’s hiring not only to 
rules him out of any specula-
tion, but also offers insight 
into other possible candidates 
for the Columbia job. Matt 
Langel, an assistant at Temple, 
and Gary Close, an assistant at 
Wisconsin, were both report-
ed finalists for the position at 
Cornell, and it is possible that 
they could be considered for 
the Columbia job. 

Time will tell, as sources 
close to the situation have said 
that the athletic department is 
looking to wrap up the search 
within a week.

spill their heart to their 
coach, and I think that article 
was one of Spectator Sports’ 
finest moments.

- The column I wrote about 
Ben Teitelbaum, CC ’08, will 
always have a special place in 
my heart. Ben studied abroad 
in England during his junior 
year and subsequently ended 
up playing varsity basketball 
for his host university. As a 
friend of mine, Ben constant-
ly implored me to write a 
column about him. After my 
initial hesitation, I conducted 
an interview over dinner at 
Barnard and was surprised 
to find one of the most 

heartwarming athletic tales I 
ever came across here. This 
year’s profile on Columbia 
cheerleader Charles Green, 
SEAS ’10, was similarly grati-
fying. Sometimes the most 
interesting sports stories 
can be found in people who 
don’t see love at Midnight 
Mania or storm the field at 
Homecoming.

- I’ll never forget finishing as 
Pixbox runner-up on multi-
ple occasions. It was probably 
for the best, because my vic-
tory column would’ve been 
merciless.

More than anything, I’ll 
forever cherish the occasional 
moments when someone 

would declare, “I love your 
writing,” or ask, “When are 
you coming out with another 
column?” 

We like to joke that no 
one reads Spectator, but the 
reality is actually quite differ-
ent. Although this paper may 
not be the New York Times 
or USA Today, it is still—for 
better or worse—the voice 
of our community and the 
literary pulse of our campus. 
I respect the sanctity of that 
responsibility. Sharing my 
writing with all of you has 
been my genuine pleasure.

Jelani Johnson is a Columbia 
College senior majoring in his-

tory and anthropology. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia only Ivy coaching vacancy left

A final look back: My favorite columns

his 10th homer of the year, 
making him the first Columbia 
player in over seven years to 
reach double digits in home 
runs. 

The most encouraging as-
pect of Columbia’s game was 
the continued dominance of its 
starting pitching. Pat Lowery 
(3-3) suffered the loss in the 
first game, but threw six score-
less innings, scattering just 
three hits before surrendering 
the lone Cornell tally.

In the second game, Tim 
Giel allowed just four hits in 
seven scoreless innings, and 
Dan Bracey matched Giel’s 

performance, improving his re-
cord to 4-3 in the third game. 
The back end of the rotation 
struggled a bit in the fourth 
game, in which Stefan Olson 
lasted just two innings before 
being replaced by Eric Williams.

Overall, the starting pitch-
ers gave up just 17 hits in 22 
2/3 innings of work. Lowery, 
Giel, and Bracey allowed just 
11 hits and one earned run in 
20 2/3 innings for a combined 
ERA of 0.43.

Ferrera summarized the 
pitching performances as “ri-
diculous,” saying, “As an in-
fielder, I know our pitchers 
haven’t been walking a lot of 
guys—they’ve been throwing 

strikes and getting people out, 
which means the games move 
quicker and you just feel more 
comfortable overall knowing 
that you’re going to get a good 
performance.”

The pitching staff will con-
tinue to be the defining aspect 
of the team when Columbia fac-
es Penn, which scored no less 
than seven runs per game last 
weekend. Penn’s offense is a bit 
hotter heading into the week-
end, while Columbia’s pitching 
appears to be more dominant, 
but overall the two teams ap-
pear to be solidly even. Only 
head-to-head competition will 
tell them apart. Put on your 
seatbelts, folks.

Lions’ pitching crucial against Quakers

CORNELL from back page

JOHNSON from back page

BASEBALL from back page

“The job he 
[Donahue] did here 

was tremendous, 
and they are 

going to be some 
big shoes to fill.”

—Bill Courtney, 
Cornell’s new head 

basketball coach



Students try to bring CU some ‘Glee’
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GLEEKS  |  Joey Goldberg, CC ’10, and Emily Alpern Fisch, BC ’11, answered an open nationwide casting call for the Fox show “Glee.”

‘Money-Driven Medicine’ 
digests health care debate

BY DANIEL VALELLA
Columbia Daily Spectator

Even as 
health care 
bills are being 
passed, many 
Americans 
are continu-
ing to ask 
themselves, 
“What’s real-
ly going on?” 
A new docu-

mentary film, “Money-Driven 
Medicine,” albeit agenda-driven, 
answers many brimming ques-
tions and clears up quite a bit of 
confusion. In many ways, it’s a 
crash course in U.S. health care.

Based loosely on Maggie 
Mahar’s best-selling book 
“Money-Driven Medicine: The 
Real Reason Health Care Costs 
So Much,” the film offers an in-
depth analysis of the $2.6 trillion 
U.S. health care system, why it 
faced and still faces so many prob-
lems, and what—the filmmakers 
believe—needs to be done to fix it.

Per person, the U.S. spends 
twice as much as the “average 
developed nation” on health 
care, according to the film—one-
sixth of the nation’s GDP—yet a 
great deal remains to be resolved. 
“Money-Driven Medicine” takes 
the stance that most of this 
spending is wasteful and provides 
no benefit to patients. America is 
the only developed country that 
has chosen to turn medicine into 
a largely unregulated, for-profit 
enterprise. As Donald Berwick, 
president of the Institute for 
Healthcare Improvement, says in 
the film, “We get more care—but 
not better care.”

Berwick’s main argument is 
that the U.S. focuses most of its 
resources on high-tech and tre-
mendously costly “rescue care” 
that patients need after they be-
come incredibly ill, rather than 
on the preventive and prima-
ry care that would likely keep 
many out of the hospital entire-
ly. Emergency rooms, Berwick 
points out, find themselves over-
flowing with people. Primary care 

physicians, on the other hand, are 
becoming increasingly rare.

A number of student orga-
nizations on Columbia’s cam-
pus would seem to agree. The 
Pre-Medical Society and Project 
HEALTH, just to name two of 
many, consistently articulate their 
concern with the misguided fiscal 
compensation system for physi-
cians, which drives many medical 
students away from primary care 
and into high-paying specialties.

In many ways a well-founded 
cinematic Marxist argument in 
an uncompromising capitalist so-
ciety, “Money-Driven Medicine” 
supports its point of view with an 
interview of medical ethicist Larry 
Churchill, who explains, “The cur-
rent medical care system is not de-
signed to meet the health needs of 
the population. It is designed to 
protect the interests of insurance 
companies, pharmaceutical firms, 
and—to a certain extent—orga-
nized medicine. It is designed to 
turn a profit. It is designed to meet 
the needs of the people in power.”

Pharmaceutical companies, 
the experts interviewed explain, 
produce and sell many drugs that 
Americans simply don’t need. So, 
while many of the uninsured and 
under-insured receive too little 
care, the well-insured often receive 
unnecessary and sometimes risky 
care. Veteran physicians stress that 
reform must begin with the doctor-
patient partnership. “Before patients 
can reclaim their rightful place at 
the center of our health care sys-
tem,” Mahar says, “we must empow-
er doctors and nurses to practice 
patient-centered care—based not 
on corporate imperatives but on the 
best scientific research available.” 

“Money-Driven Medicine” 
makes a strong argument for uni-
versal health coverage, but even 
audiences who don’t agree can 
learn a great deal from the shock-
ing data the filmmakers bring to 
the screen. In a time of tremen-
dous confusion, it’s a film that 
answers many questions, yet also 
leaves the viewer with many more. 

“Money-Driven Medicine” is 
available for seven-day rental 
from Amazon for $1.99.

courtesy of “money driven medicine”

CASH COW  |  Dr. James Weinstein and other medical professionals 
break down the health care debate in “Money Driven Medicine.”

BY LOGAN HOFSTEIN
Spectator Staff Writer

For the past month, Fox’s 
“Glee” has held a contest on 
MySpace to search for the next 

cast member, and at least 
two Columbians have 
joined the fray—Joey 

Goldberg, CC ’10, and Emily 
Alpern Fisch, BC ’11.

Alpern Fisch and Goldberg 
come from singing backgrounds 
and have been involved with Non 
Sequitur, a coed a cappella group 
at Columbia. Alpern Fisch also 
performed in an off-Broadway 
show when she was a teenager. 
The pair auditioned for “Glee” 
because they loved the show, but 
there was also something more to 
their decision than that.

“The moment I knew this was 
an extraordinary show was dur-
ing the episode with deaf students 
signing and singing along with 
the McKinley High Glee Club 
to ‘Imagine,’” Alpern Fisch said. 
“This show really resonated with 
me, having spent eight years of 
my life performing in a deaf the-
ater company. In fact, I have been 
performing that exact song, us-
ing sign language, since I was 12 
years old.”

Similarly, Goldberg said that 
he feels “a connection with the 
themes of the show and what the 
characters go through. It’d be a 
dream come true to be a part of 
such an awesome production.”

With such a great prize, the 
competition is fierce. There are over 
“30,000 submissions,” Goldberg 

said, while the last submissions 
were still trickling in by the Monday 
deadline. It is possible to view the 
entries online, and to award “gold 
stars” to the entrants one would like 
to see on the small screen.

But regardless of whether his 
videos receive few or many gold 
stars, Goldberg said he will not let 
the number bother him. “The vot-
ing isn’t really how they’re deciding 
who will be chosen,” he said, “so I’m 
not thinking too much about it.”

The contestants submitted a 
one-minute monologue and a 
song that was once sung by the 
cast of “Glee.” Fox gave the contes-
tants a choice of the top 10 songs 
from the show for karaoke. Both 
decided to sing “Don’t Rain On 

My Parade,” a song from “Funny 
Girl,” most often associated with 
Barbra Streisand from the 1968 
theatrical release.

It was a coincidence that 
Alpern Fisch and Goldberg chose 
the same song. Alpern Fisch de-
cided on it because she had “tape 
cassette recordings of me singing 
that song … in my car seat when 
I was a little kid.” Goldberg chose 
“Don’t Rain On My Parade” be-
cause it “is not typically sung by 
a guy” and “it allowed me to have 
the most fun.”

The monologues were a little 
more difficult to film because of 
the strict guidelines. The videos 
had to state “your name, where 
you were from, how long you 

had been singing, [and] why you 
wanted to be on Glee,” Alpern 
Fisch said. Goldberg’s goal was to 
show his “goofy personality [that] 
I feel fits with the show.”

But regardless of the outcome, 
they are both happy with the work 
they put forth. “I think I’m doing 
a good job of reminding myself 
that the chances of anything hap-
pening are extremely unlikely,” 
Goldberg said. “Even so, I’m keep-
ing my fingers crossed.”

Alpern Fisch echoed a simi-
lar sentiment. “I am keeping my 
hopes up,” she said, “because you 
can’t even be considered unless 
you put yourself out there and give 
it your best shot. And I believe I 
did that.” 

FOOD &
DRINK

TV
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BY DEVIN BRISKI 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Spanish for “bloodletting,” 
sangria is the ideal cheek-flushing 
summer drink for Hispanophiles.

Students can re-
claim this overpriced 
eat-out favorite with 
a little prep work and 

logistical planning—no crystal 
punch bowls are necessary for a 
decidedly less glamorous presen-
tation for dorm gatherings.

Though sangria is typically 
made with red wine, Vino Fino 
owner Jorge Alvarado explained 
that, when it comes to mak-
ing sangria, “There are multiple 
choices—just like life.”

The standard choice, red wine, 
makes for a richer, darker, and 
more complex drink, while white 
wine lends itself to a milder and 
sweeter concoction. Alvarado, 
who prefers white sangria, rec-
ommends choosing a dry white 
wine, pointing out a $14 Puerta 
Vieja bottle available at Vino 
Fino. “I find the white sangria a 
little more refreshing—which is 
funny, because I prefer red wine,” 
Alvarado said.

Alvarado also recommend-
ed using an Italian wine called 
Lambrusco for students short 
on time. “It’s already sweet and 
carbonated,” he noted, meaning 
that students can skip adding the 
carbonated water and extra sugar 
in typical recipes.

Although it may be tempting 
to scrimp on wine because of all 
the add-ins, Alvarado advised 

against this decision. He stated 
that students should go for a $10-
15 bottle of wine versus the al-
ways-tempting two-buck chuck. 
“You’re still going to get the dry-
ness, the minerality, the tropical 
notes,” Alvarado said of pricier 
bottles, regardless of the fruit.

As for the fruit, most recipes 
call for apples and oranges, with 
variants requiring anything from 
peaches to passion fruit. Alvarado 
also revealed a trick of the trade, 
advising students to divide the 
process, first combining the 
hard alcohol—typically triple sec 
and brandy or vodka—with the 
apples, letting it marinate for an 
hour, and later adding the wine, 
soda, and other fruit.

Lastly, to throw a successful 
sangria get-together, students 
will need a large container. 
Anything from a plastic stor-
age container to two soup pots 
should work for preparing and 
serving, depending on the 

amount of confidence guests have 
in their hosts’ routine cleanliness. 
And when the carefully crafted 
concoction runs out, just slice 
oranges into jungle juice. By this 
point, people will be too drunk 
to notice the difference anyway.

At-home sangria beats stores to the punch

samuel draxler / staff photographer
FRUIT OF THE ROOM  |  With good ingredients, homemade sangria soars.

Red Wine Sangria

2 magnums of red wine
1 gallon of orange juice
2 cups of triple sec
1 cup of cognac
1.5 qt carbonated water
1.5 qt ginger ale
1 tablespoon of ground cinnamon
orange slices (to float on top)
sliced apple

Mix triple sec and cognac, add  
sliced apples.

Let this marinate for an hour.

Add wine, orange juice, carbonated 
water, ginger ale, and cinnamon.

Slice up oranges and let them float 
on top. 

Ingredients:

Change 
in Focus

phoebe lytle / staff photographer
CASTING COLUMBIA  |  With their submission of a monologue and a song they performed, Columbia students 
number among the hopefuls to land a role in the online casting call for the musical dramedy “Glee.”



BY ALEXANDRIA SYMONDS

Dear Spec,
It’s been a while since we’ve talked, 

hasn’t it? That’s mostly my fault, so I’m sor-
ry. I meant to write or call or something, 
but you know how these 
things go—we get so busy. 
After I passed The Eye on 
to Thomas, I had all these 
plans—an Eye lead sto-
ry, a semester of design 
or copy-editing experience, something to 
keep us connected. We were supposed to 
stay friends.

And then we didn’t. I haven’t been over 
to your building to see you in over a year. 
For a while you kept inviting me to your 
parties, which was nice. I appreciated the 
invitations, even though I never went. It 
would have been weird—you with your new 
editors, me with my new activities, trying to 
ignore the fact that we’d never “totally kept 
in touch” like we’d promised.

We have all those mutual friends, who we 
figured would ensure that we’d still see each 
other once in a while, but they haven’t, and 
that’s okay. Sometimes, I’d ask them how you 

were doing, and they’d make up something 
to make me feel better that was obviously too 
ridiculous to be true, like, “Actually, Spec’s 
not doing so great. The web editor is hold-
ing the website hostage and everyone there 
is mad at each other!” That was really nice 
of them to say, almost as nice as if they’d told 
me you’d gotten fat or something.

Still, we did have our good times, didn’t 
we? Before you, Spec, I never stumbled 
home to my dorm at 
7 in the morning, de-
lirious and exhausted 
from what we’d spent 
the last 12 hours do-
ing. You snuck me 
into more concerts 
and movies than I can 
count, and that really 
made me feel like a 
true New York person, 
even though I had only 
lived here for a year!

Remember when we’d sneak up to the 
roof of your building to make out, only 
to find that we’d have to wait our turn be-
cause of all the other people making out up 
there who had already claimed the good 
making-out spots? So we would just eat 
some cold pizza and wait? That was fun, 
and kind of sad.

When you first said you wanted to go 
steady, and I became the editor of The Eye, I 
was so excited. And that was a magical year! 
I got to send people to Fashion Week, and fix 
a bunch of dangling modifiers, and oversee 

a redesign, and write editor’s letters about 
whatever the fuck I wanted.

Yes, I have baggage from our time to-
gether: Professors routinely return my pa-
pers these days with “TOO MANY EM 
DASHES” written at the top. I learned that 
from you, and it’s hard to unlearn. You al-
ways thought they looked nice, like so many 
chocolate sprinkles. I also still have that sleep 
disorder, from when I had mono and you 

kept me from getting 
more than five hours 
of sleep in any given 
night. You had needs, 
damn it, and I had to 
meet them.

But I learned a 
lot from you, too: 
When editors tell me 
to “tighten a kicker,” 
I don’t stare dumbly 
at them like I used 
to stare at you. I also 

learned how to put a ton of work into some-
thing for no pay and very little recognition, 
which has done wonders for me at my intern-
ships. I wipe the spots off the mirror, don’t 
leave the keys in the door, I never put towels 
on the floor anymore, etc. I also learned that 
if I don’t credit Jewel for that last line, that’s 
plagiarism and I’ll be in big trouble.

I think what’s really kept me from get-
ting in touch before now, though, was seeing 
how quickly and easily we both moved on. 
I think when people leave some place, they 
like to fantasize that everyone will sit around 

talking about how great they were. This 
never happens, anywhere, ever. By the 
same token, I expected there to be a big 
hole in my life, all this extra time in my 
schedule, once we were done, and then 
there just wasn’t. We’d moved on.

I hear you’re doing well these days, and I’m 
glad for that. There are a lot of people who 
need you now just as much as I needed you 
then—to give them direction, experience, and 
lots of late nights they’ll wish they remem-
bered a little better.

Fondly, 
Alex.

The author is a Columbia College senior 
double-majoring in American studies and 
English. She was the editor in chief of The Eye 
on the 132nd managing board and music editor 
on the 131st Associate Board.
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Last week-
end, when I 
saw the new 

Roman Polanski 
film, “The Ghost 
Writer,” I sur-
veyed the cast of 
characters: Ewan 
McGregor, trans-
formed from when 
we last met in 
“Trainspotting,” 
an outworn 

Pierce Brosnan as ex-prime minister—who 
can look at him with a straight face after 
“Mamma Mia”?—Kim Cattrall, who turns 
out to be British, and Olivia Williams, whom 
I recognized from “Rushmore.” But one key 
cast member was missing from the credits. 
He’s a show-stealing personality from this 
year’s romantic comedies, the behind-the-
scenes man in the best new action flicks, the 
guy who solves the mystery in chart-topping 
political thrillers. This ubiquitous unnamed 
actor is the Internet.

In “The Ghost Writer,” a young writer 
who specializes in ghostwriting politi-
cal memoirs begins the daunting task of 
investigating the life of controversial British 
ex-prime minister Adam Lang, in order to 
compile his autobiography. He stumbles 
upon the dark secret of Lang’s involvement 
with U.S. military operations and discovers 
the ex-prime minister’s mysterious relation-
ship to an American professor named Paul 
Emmett. Ominous music simmers in the 
background. It is nighttime. McGregor has 
narrowly escaped assassins and checked into 
a dim motel. Suddenly, he opens his laptop 
and plugs Emmett’s name into the Google 
search bar. Surprise! Paul Emmett is affiliated 
with the CIA. The thread of the plot unravels 
neatly from here.

In “Up in the Air,” the Internet meddles 
in the love affair between George Clooney 
and Vera Farmiga, two traveling executives 
married to their work, as an unsteady third 
wheel. When Farmiga displays a startling 
foreknowledge of her conquest, she explains, 
“I Googled you. That’s what us modern 
girls do when we have a crush.” Certainly, 
the Internet accelerates the plot. After she 
Googles him, there is painfully little left for 
her to discover.

The Internet’s acting career hardly stops 
at this. Take, for instance, the 2009 politi-
cal thriller “State of Play.” A mysterious set 
of D.C. shootings is linked to the murder of 
Representative Stephen Collins’ mistress dur-
ing the senator’s highly publicized investiga-
tion of PointCorp, a dubious organization 
that sends mercenaries to Iraq. When it is 
time for the big revelation, the camera once 
again moves to the sinister glow of the com-
puter screen as the courageous journalists 
cross enemy lines—to the PointCorp website.

Though I would recommend any of these 
films, this evidence leads to an unequivo-
cal verdict: The Internet is a bad actor. It is a 
stock character, unable to perform any part 
but that of deus ex machina, a plot device 
that is often disparaged as the authorial “cop-
out.” Use of this device suggests that the au-
thor is unable to provide a resolution to the 
plot line he or she created that is consistent 
with the story’s internal logic.

Movies tell us important information 
about our culture. Filmmakers project their 
impressions of society onto the big screen, 
and the big screen projects them right back 
onto us. The subconscious plays a role on 
both sides of this equation. What does 
it mean, as far as cultural input, that the 
Internet plays deus ex machina in our film 
output? Perhaps the underlying conclusion 
is that the Internet functions the same way 
in our lives, unraveling daily mysteries for 
us so that we don’t have to do it ourselves. 
Just like in the movies, we use the Internet 
to investigate associations between political 
players, to plumb the depths of big compa-
nies’ iniquity, to uncover the identity of a 
potential romantic partner.

Why, then, does the Internet’s role 
on the big screen sit so uncomfortably? 
Dramatic scenes couched in Internet 
browsing—the lights are low, the music is 
threatening—are completely ridiculous. 
One explanation is that modern appli-
ances have no place in theater or cinema. 
Consider the criticism of NYU’s recent 
performance of “Othello,” where the 
first scene was conducted over mobile 
phones—the actors’ faces were blank, ex-
pressionless, washed by technology.

However, I can’t believe it’s impossible to 
incorporate modern gadgets in a meaningful 
way, and furthermore, it doesn’t seem genuine 
to exclude items so significant in our lives 
from the arts. Perhaps the solution is time, 
and with a few more years of acting experi-
ence, the Internet will grow up and expand 
its aptitude like a tedious Disney Channel kid 
who may someday perform in decent movies.

Another possibility is that the Internet as 
deus ex machina falls flat because it makes in-
formation too ubiquitous, and the characters 
proportionally less heroic. We want our pro-
tagonists to be special, and cringe at the pros-
pect of them being a reflection of ourselves, 
sprawling impotently in front of a screen.

Personally, I miss Hitchcock’s “To Catch 
a Thief,” from a time when characters in film 
figured things out for themselves. And yet, in 
my unheroic off-screen life, I remain entirely 
dependent on the Internet and unwilling to 
part with my daily deus ex machina.

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia College first-
year with an intended major in anthropology or 
comparative literature and society. The Far-Side 

of the Familiar runs alternate Tuesdays. 

Who made this casting call?

The Far-Side 
of the Familiar

A m a n da 
G u t t e r m a n

THE ANGRY PEN	

COMIC BY IGOR SIMIC

SENIOR
COLUMN

This article is 
about local 
community 

boards, so chances 
are you won’t want 
to read any further. 
Yes, what follows 
is a whole col-
umn about those 
50-member, strict-
ly advisory boards 
that are assigned 
to each neighbor-

hood in New York City, which, despite 
infighting and rabble-rousing, strive for 
relevance in the scheme of city politics. 
Perhaps only the nerdiest of politicos fol-
low these abstruse organizations, but their 
obscurity is symptomatic of the partisan-
ship and obstructionism that has taken 
over pragmatic community organizing. 

Community boards are lowest on the 
totem pole of city power. All their votes 
are nonbinding, and all their members 
are appointed and usually hold other jobs. 
They are underfunded and often lack of-
fice space or proper staffing. The nonbind-
ing nature of their opinions on controver-
sial land-use issues—legally required by 
the city charter—makes them an outlet 
for political lip service and leaves them 
ignored by the press and most citizens. 
To gain significance, community boards, 
and all self-proclaimed “organizers” more 
generally, must forgo these types of politi-
cal battles. They should adopt a pragmatic 
approach, narrowing their current roles as 
activists and anti-development rebels to 
nonpartisan pursuers of commonsensical 
neighborhood improvements. 

Community Board 9, which com-
prises Morningside Heights through West 
Harlem, has already accomplished two 
such projects. After almost 20 years of 
deliberation and political wrangling, West 
Harlem won the Harlem Piers, a two-acre 
waterfront park on West 125th Street, 
which was originally a proposal of CB9. 
The Manhattanville Community Center, 
a multi-million-dollar complex used for 
after-school activities, senior citizen pro-
gramming, and community meetings, was 
originally conceived by CB9 members as 
well. These types of nonpartisan endeavors 
were aimed at addressing basic community 
needs—exogenous from an anti-develop-
ment political agenda—and should be the 
focus of community organizing. 

Perhaps the most important function 
of the boards is to link local residents, 
too busy with work and family to devote 
attention to politicking, with the political 
process. Community boards have con-
nected individuals with problems as mun-
dane as bedbugs to ones as serious as ten-
ant harassment with proper city services, 
while providing valuable on-the-ground 
information to elected officials. As the 
board is composed of ordinary citizens 
with local jobs and homes, who remain 
in close contact with constituents, it is 
ideal to identify and address neighbor-
hood needs, such as green space, parking, 
crime, or youth programs.

Unfortunately, attempts to engage in 
long-term battles with developers and poli-
ticians overshadow these practical goals. 
Community boards are currently obligated 
to present “197-a plans,” or grand schemes, 
though nonbinding, for local development. 
They also issue nonbinding opinions on 
land-use problems, such as zoning changes 
and municipal development. Board stances 
on these issues—such as a now-approved 
plan to rezone 125th Street or Columbia’s 
Manhattanville expansion—are usually 
unnecessarily and unreasonably critical. 
Board members regularly take categori-
cal stands against development without 

regard to nuance, and often attempt to thwart 
projects altogether. Monthly meetings are fa-
mous for their bickering and lack of focus on 
specific issues, and instead usually consist of 
presentations by politicians paying lip service 
to mandatory city procedures and outraged 
board members shouting at them cathartical-
ly. Ultimately, the boards’ resolutions on these 
issues are nonbinding, which gives them no 
weight in the political process. In the face of 
pressing community needs, this futile squab-
bling wastes time and resources. 

This combination of disempowerment 
and incompetence is fatal to the com-
munity boards’ enormous potential to 
improve people’s lives—and it is the prime 
reason for their obscurity. The first step, 
then, toward infusing boards with signifi-
cance, is to narrow their responsibilities 
to concentrate on apolitical neighborhood 
projects, such as parks, public transporta-
tion efficiency and cleanliness, or access 
to proper nutrition. They are currently re-
sponsible for a wide range of community 
issues—from development plans to street 
fairs to city budgeting—which prevents 
them from engaging in careful study of lo-
cal needs and the specific, practical plans 
that can address them. Narrowing com-
munity boards’ formal duties, and conse-
quently removing their partisan align-
ment, would permit more attention to 
improvement on an individualized basis. 

The problem of maintaining a local per-
spective on land use and real estate proposals 
could be solved by adding neighborhood rep-
resentatives to other institutions. For example, 
local representatives for each community 
district—whether they be organizers or urban 
planning experts—could sit in an advisory ca-
pacity on the City Planning Commission, the 
body with authority over zoning and land-use 
plans. Other bodies could be created solely for 
this purpose. Alternative bodies could also be 
created for the assumption of these responsi-
bilities from community boards. The change 
would ensure that the boards are able to ad-
dress realistic goals. 

If boards could adopt a more focused 
role, it would be reasonable to give them the 
binding authority necessary to make them 
significant players in the political process. 
Restricted to local projects and neighbor-
hood outreach, community boards would 
have much greater political success in se-
curing adequate funding and voting power. 
Absolved of partisan stances and uncom-
promising demands, community boards 
would gain legitimacy as voices for produc-
tive and feasible improvements in the lives 
of the individuals they purport to serve.

Daniel Amzallag is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in political science and 

English. Outside the Gates runs 
alternate Tuesdays. 

Practical, not partisan, 
community organizing

O ut si d e 
t h e  g ate s

Da n i e l 
A m z a l l ag

Community boards 
should adopt a 
pragmatic approach, 
narrowing their 
current roles as activists 
and anti-development 
rebels to nonpartisan 
pursuers of 
commonsensical 
neighborhood 
improvements.

Yes, I have baggage 
from our time together. 
Professors routinely 
return my papers with 
“TOO MANY EM 
DASHES” at the top.
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BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL 
August thru Labor Day. See link: http:// 
picasaweb.google.com/greeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember2009’feat=e. 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 2 baths, kitch, 
large dining room, living room (brick 
fireplace), patio. On country road, Pros-
pect Lake, French Park, dog run. In 
Egremont, 5 miles south of Great Bar-
rington. Contact Phyllis at (212) 666-
3400. E-mail phyllow@gmail.com
READ, WRITE, PLAY, and contem-
plate in Columbia County/Berkshires 
pristine cabin. On 190 forested acres 
with swimming pond and walking trails. 
12 mi to Tanglewood and Great Bar-
rington. Fully furnished, new appli-
ances. Master BR with queen bed; 
double loft sleeps 4 more. 2 full baths. 
Separate heated studio great for writ-
er or musician, or guests. For the year 
at $2000/mo + utils, or for the sum-
mer at $2400/mo. No smokers. No 
pets preferred. E-mail jmurraylaw@
gmail.com

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL 
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having 
alopecia areata totalis or universalis? 
Join other alopecians for a motivational 
get-together on coping and living with 
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

GRADUATION TIX WANTED
4 Columbia U, May 18, 2010 Gradu-
ation Tix. Will pay $20 per ticket. Con-
tact: lehmanb3@yahoo.com
HUDSON RIVER SAILING Parties: 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu. For 
information about our sailing trips, 
please visit www.gothamyacht.com

 
THE 2012 PRESIDENTIAL campaign 
of NYC resident “Tom Edison” (2008 
“Independent” US Presidential can-
didate) needs you. Website people, 
e-mailers, fundraisers, entertainment/ 
event booking agents, filmmakers/stu-
dents, clothing manufacturers, media/ 
newsprint people, Tea Party and all 
other discontent with big gov people. 
Contact (718) 705-2162. Your partici-
pation will help create the New Ameri-
can Economy (an “economy” not un-
der the control of the “bankers”).

HELP NEEDED downloading music 
to iPod and burning CDs. Call (212) 
850-8125.

MEDICAL/DENTAL SPACE for lease. 
Ideal for any medical or health related 
use. Start or expand your business! 
Affordable rent $2300 w/heat! Fully 
renov. Office includes 6 rooms: wait-
ing room, reception, 4 large exami-
nation rooms  w/foot pedal sinks, con-
sult office, supply area. Approx 1000 
sq ft. Corner of Utopia Pkwy near St 
john’s, bus 31, 32. Near LIE & Grand 
Cental Pkwy. Signage on ave & bldg 
for max exposure. Call for appoint-
ment/viewing: (917) 750-3318. www.
jennyhomesforsale.net

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com  

1 BR APT witn washer-dryer. Entire 
top floor of an owner-occupied, land-
marked brownstone in Mott Haven, 
Bronx. Includes all utils, washer-dry-
er in the apt, 3 large skylights, private 
entrance, pet friendly, etc. $1500 per 
month, no fee. Close to the 2, 4, 5 & 
6 train, 30 mins from campus, prefer 
graduate or professional student(s). 
Call Don (718) 570-6321.

HOUSE TO SHARE 
Montclair, NJ. Beautiful house. Room 
with private sitting room/porch. Park-
ing and laundry available. Furnished 
or not. Rent $775 includes most utils. 
Close to NYC transp. Call Dawne (873) 
746-8726 or dawne@attglobal.net

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting an apart-
ment? Work with a top-rated NYC real 
estate agent and Columbia alum (CC 
& SIPA). www.joshnathanson.com; jrn 
@corcoran.com. (212) 875-2970.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

As Columbia continues its search 
to find a replacement for former men’s 
basketball coach Joe Jones, similar-
ly vacated positions around the Ivy 
League are beginning fill up. Last 
week, Cornell announced the sign-
ing of former UVA and Virginia Tech 
assistant Bill Courtney as the succes-
sor to Steve Donahue, who took an 
offer from Boston College after the 
Big Red’s upset run to the Sweet 16 
this March. It was Donahue who lured 
Jones away from Morningside Heights 
to take the top assistant job at BC.

Some coaches who were reportedly 
interviewed for the Columbia job dur-
ing the weeks since Jones’ departure 
included NJIT head coach Jim Engles, 
University of New Orleans top man 
Joe Pasternack, and St. Mary’s associ-
ate head coach Kyle Smith. 

Yesterday afternoon Dartmouth 
concluded its own coaching search, 
introducing Paul Cormier as the next 
basketball coach after the Big Green 

decided to look for new leadership 
following a tumultuous 2009-2010 
season. This will be Cormier’s sec-
ond stint as head coach in Hanover, 
N.H. Cormier held the position for 
seven years, from 1984-1991, record-
ing some of the program’s most suc-
cessful campaigns before heading to 
Fairfield to run the basketball team 
there for another seven years. During 
Cormier’s time at Dartmouth, the 
Big Green finished second in the Ivy 
League in consecutive years for the 
first time since 1960, losing out in 
1987-1988 in a one-point loss in the 
season finale and then finishing one 
game behind the conference cham-
pion in the 1988-1989 season. In his 
final five seasons in Hanover, he reg-
istered a 73-57 mark, including 40-30 
in the Ancient Eight. 

Cormier, who has held an array of 
scouting positions with several dif-
ferent NBA organizations for the past 
12 years since leaving Fairfield, will 
return to find a program struggling to 
find its feet after several tough years.

In 2009-2010, the Big Green went 

5-23 (1-13 Ivy) and finished at the bot-
tom of the Ancient Eight. The two pre-
vious seasons saw Dartmouth record 
9-19 and 10-18 records, respectively. 

Courtney will find a starkly different 

scene when he arrives in Ithaca. The 
Big Red has won three straight Ivy 
League titles, amassing a staggering 
72-21 record (38-4 Ivy) during that 
time frame and making three straight 
trips to the NCAA tournament. After 
first-round exits two years in a row, a 
veteran Cornell squad turned in im-
pressive double-digit upsets of Atlantic 
10 champions Temple and Big 10 pow-
erhouse Wisconsin in the tournament’s 
opening weekend. The Cinderella run 
captured the attention and the imagi-
nation of the college basketball world 
before Cornell bowed out to No. 1 
seed Kentucky in the Sweet 16. The 
Big Red finished the season with an 
Ivy League-record 29 wins.

Cornell, despite the loss of senior 
stars Ryan Wittman, Louis Dale, and 
Jeff Foote, returns several talented play-
makers and can now lay claim to a level 
of recognition and prestige rarely en-
joyed by an Ivy League school since the 
reign of Penn and Princeton in the ’70s. 

All of this was not lost on Courtney 
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Check the sports page tomorrow 
for a profile of Athlete of the Week 
Clark Granum,, who helped lead 
the golf team to its third straight 

Ivy title this past weekend. 

TOMORROW

Pick up a copy of the Spectator 
tomorrow to read a history 

of the Columbia men’s tennis 
team’s past performances in the 

NCAA tournament. 

TOMORROW

This past 
week-
end was 

the NFL Draft. 
While the draft 
represents a 
graduation 
from college 
to the profes-
sional ranks, it 
also signifies a 
removal from 
the cozy con-

fines of the college experience. With 
Columbia’s graduation approaching, 
I can’t help but feel like a football 

player awaiting draft 
day. While I won’t be 
playing football, I am 
preparing to play the 
game of life. 

This is my final column for 
Spectator. Unbeknownst to me, the 
“Senior Columns” are supposed to be 
grand farewells. Honestly, I feel no 
need to purge my conscience or prof-
fer any buried revelations. I’ve been a 
columnist for three years and during 
my tenure, I’ve never been one to bite 
my tongue. In fact, if anything, my 
outspoken frankness has been a point 
of contention between my colleagues 
and me. It’s no secret that I don’t 
fraternize with many Spectator staff-
ers, and I’m sure that my presence in 
the office is not missed. At its core, 
writing a personal column is a soli-
tary act. I have always believed that a 
columnist shouldn’t cater their writ-
ing to what they think people want to 
read, but rather that they should sim-
ply write what they want. Anything 
I’ve written has come from my heart, 
and this column is a slice of my soul. 
In many ways, writing this column 
has been cathartic. As a history and 
anthropology double major, I some-
times grow weary of writing within 
an academic framework. My biweekly 

musings in this column allow me to 
stray from the rules and structure of 
academic writing.

Any graduating senior will tell you 
that reminiscing has quickly become 
a favorite pastime as the semester 
comes to a close. As we prepare to 
depart, the inclination to look back 
at our four years in Morningside 
Heights is natural. With that being 
said, I’ve been reflecting on some of 
my cherished memories as a colum-
nist. Although myriad stories come to 
mind, a few in particular stand out:

- Soon after I became a columnist in 
fall 2007, I wrote a column comparing 
members of the Columbia men’s bas-
ketball team to their NBA counterparts 
in terms of skill and importance to the 
team. Although some of the compari-
sons were flattering, others were com-
paratively scathing. A few days after 
the column was published, I was eating 
in John Jay Dining Hall and I bumped 
into former Columbia basketball coach 
Joe Jones. 

He looked me up and down before 
asking, “Are you the guy that wrote that 
smack about my players?” 

“Yes,” I replied.
“You were a little tough on my boys, 

don’t you think?” he continued.
“But everything I proposed was ac-

curate. Right?” I responded.
He paused for a few seconds, looked 

me in the eye, and slowly said, “Yeah,” 
before breaking into a toothy grin. 

We both chuckled, and then he 
walked away.

While on the topic of Joe Jones, 
I think that Kevin Bulger’s article a 
couple of weeks ago was phenomenal. 
It is rare that you get to read a player 

Final look back: 
My favorite 

columns

Columbia position only head coaching job left in Ivy basketball
Cornell, Dartmouth fill head coaching vacancies

courtesy of beth spergel of the cornell sun
COACHING CAROUSEL  |  Cornell has chosen Bill Courtney, former assistant at UVA and Virginia Tech, as successor to Steve Donahue, who took the Big Red to the Sweet 16 in March. 

SEE CORNELL, page 2

BY JACOB SHAPIRO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After an average weekend in Ithaca, 
the Columbia baseball team is teeter-
ing on the cusp of the playoffs.

The Lions played 
solid baseball this 
past weekend, split-
ting a four-game 
series with Cornell 
on the road. But the 
team was unable to 
capitalize against one of its weaker Ivy 
League opponents, adding some dra-
ma to this weekend’s highly anticipated 
series against Penn.

Currently, Columbia enjoys a two-
game lead over Penn in the Gehrig 
Division, but the outcome of this week-
end’s games will decide if Columbia has 
indeed seized another opportunity to 
play for the league title. The Lions just 
need to win two out of four games to 
clinch the division. The team would 
then move on to face the winner of the 
Dartmouth-Brown series, as the two 
teams remain tied for first place in the 
Rolfe Division.

If Penn wins three games this week-
end, it will force a rematch between 
the two teams for the right to play for 
the Ivy League Championship. Last 
season, Cornell and Princeton found 
themselves in the same situation. 
However, if Penn sweeps Columbia, 
the Quakers will seize the outright di-
visional victory.

Although the team would have liked 
one more win last weekend to settle 
some nerves, the situation, as it stands, 

is advantageous and the pressure is on 
Penn, not on Columbia. 

Infielder Alex Ferrera echoed these 
sentiments. “We would have liked to 
get one more at Cornell, but coach 
keeps telling us, ‘Don’t look back, just 
keep looking forward.’ All we need to 
do is win two games.” 

But if fans are looking for some reason 

to be worried, the team’s power outage last 
weekend is a potential cause for concern.

The Columbia offense, which led 
the Ivy League several weeks ago, 
cooled off a bit, although it was still ag-
gregately the second best offense in the 
league as of April 20—second only to 
Penn. The team only managed to post 
seven runs against Cornell’s average 

pitching staff and was shut out in two 
out of the four games played.

“We definitely had an off weekend at 
the plate,” Ferrera said. “The guys might 
have been trying to do a little too much, 
but the Cornell pitchers did a pretty 
good job of locating their pitches.”

Columbia dropped the first game 
of four by allowing the lone run of 
the ballgame with two outs in the fi-
nal frame. Darkness halted the second 
game of Sunday’s doubleheader midway 
through the fifth inning, but the Lions 
were already down 7-0 at that point. 
Overall, the team scratched out just 
nine total hits between the two games 
serving as the bookends of the series.

But in the middle two games, the 
Lions’ offense banged out 21 hits, al-
though they accounted for just seven 
runs. In the second game of the series, 
the Lions put runners on base in six of 
the nine innings, but the clutch, two-
out hit that has been so crucial all sea-
son seemed to elude them. 

“We were still hitting the ball, but 
maybe not as much in terms of string-
ing hits together and capitalizing on 
the big inning like we usually do,” 
Ferrera said. 

The team ran themselves out of a 
few innings, hit into one double play, 
and left eight men on base—but still 
edged out the one-run victory.

The best offensive weekends were had 
by the team’s power-hitting “Alex” tan-
dem. Alex Ferrera knocked his seventh 
home run of the season in a Columbia 
win, and Alexander Aurrichio smacked 

jasper l. clyatt / senior staff photographer 
SO CLOSE  |  Dean Forthun and Alex Ferrera will look to lead their team to the Ivy 
playoff series. The Lions need just two wins this weekend to ensure playoff berth.

Baseball to take on Penn this weekend for chance at league title

SEE JOHNSON, page 2

The editors’ picks for the 
week ahead

What to 
Watch Trailblazers vs. Suns, Thursday, April 

29, TBD, Portland, OR
Yankees vs. Orioles, Thursday, April 

29, 7:05 p.m., New York, NY
Columbia vs. Penn, Saturday, May 1, 

12 p.m., Robertson Field
Steve Nash and the Suns will have the oppor-

tunity to win their first-round series when they 
head to Portland with a 3-2 lead. Brandon Roy 

and the Trailbazers will try to win on their home 
court, forcing a seventh game in Phoenix. 

New York hosts Baltimore for a three-game 
series this week, with the final game scheduled 
for Thursday. As the Orioles currently sit last in 

the league, the Yankees have an opportunity to 
pick up a few games on the first-place Rays.

In a series that could decide who represents the 
Gehrig Division in the Ivy League playoffs, first-
place Columbia will try to protect its two-game 

lead over second-place Penn. The first two 
games will be held in Philadelphia on Friday.

NATIONAL:NEW YORK:COLUMBIA:

C an’t  Kn o c k
t h e  Hu st l e

Je l a n i
J oh n s on

I have always 
believed that a 
columnist shouldn’t 
cater their writing to 
what they think people 
want to read. 

SEE BASEBALL, page 2

courtesy of dartmouth athletics
TWICE AS NICE  |  The Dartmouth Athletic 
Department has hired Paul Cormier 
as the new head basketball coach. This 
will be Cormier’s second time at the 
helm of the Big Green.

SENIOR
COLUMN
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