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BY SAMMY ROTH
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia has reached 
an agreement with the U.S. 
Navy to officially recognize a 
Naval ROTC program on cam-
pus, University President Lee 
Bollinger said on Friday.

The Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps has not been rec-
ognized by Columbia since 1969, 
when protests over the Vietnam 
War led to the dissolution of 
the University’s long-standing 
NROTC program. Bollinger 
told Spectator that the agree-
ment marks a “historic turning 
point” for Columbia.

“The elimination of ROTC 
was a symbolic gesture of frus-
tration and anger towards poli-
cies and practices that peo-
ple strongly disagreed with,” 
Bollinger said. “And I think the 
sort of question now is, how do 
you engage in a more positive 
way given this opportunity.”

Columbia students enrolled 
in NROTC will participate in 
military training programs and 
classes through a consortium at 
the State University of New York 
Maritime College in the Bronx. 
Students could have participated 
in this NROTC program previ-
ously, but under the new agree-
ment Columbia will give NROTC 
cadets academic credit for their 
work. There are currently no 
Columbia NROTC cadets.

Navy spokesperson Tamara 
Lawrence said that it is not un-
usual for a school to participate 
in NROTC through a nearby 
school with an already-estab-
lished program. But the agree-
ment will give NROTC a “very 
visible” presence at Columbia, 
she added.

“The ROTC program will 
certainly benefit from being 
at Columbia,” Lawrence said. 
“That is absolutely a relationship 
we’ll be able to open up and offer 
up some choices for students.”

Bollinger said that the 
University still has to work out 
the details of the NROTC pro-
gram with the Navy.

“Even though a lot of this is 
symbolism, there are some prac-
tical things that are involved 
and figuring those out consis-
tently with the community and 
Columbia’s academic standards 
is important,” he said.

A Columbia press release 
noted that Provost Claude Steele 
will lead a committee which will 
“oversee implementation of the 
ROTC program consistent with 
Columbia’s academic standards.”

The committee will likely de-
cide what sort of academic cred-
it to award to outside NROTC 
classes, as well as what space on 
campus cadets should be able to 
use. Lawrence said that under 
the new agreement, ROTC ca-
dets will be able to meet with 
active-duty Navy and Marine 
Corps officers on Columbia’s 
campus to receive “mentorship 
and guidance.”

Military veteran and School 
of General Studies student 
Jose Robledo, who oversees 
training for all ROTC cadets in 

BY FINN VIGELAND
Spectator Staff Writer

Six cranes loom over the 
barren site on 129th Street. 
Where manufacturing ware-
houses once stood, today a 
mound of dirt signals the be-
ginning of construction on 
Columbia’s expansion into 
Manhattanville.

Seven years ago last week, 
University President Lee 
Bollinger first announced 
Columbia’s plans to build the 
largest expansion of the cam-
pus in over 100 years—and in 
December the University sur-
passed the final legal hurdles 
that had threatened the plans. 

Vice President for Facilities 
Joe Ienuso told Spectator last 
week that the first buildings are 
scheduled to open in 2016. 

“I’m going to hand the keys 
to somebody in my organization 
and say ‘let them in’ in 2016,” 
Ienuso said.

Scheduled for completion by 
2020, Phase I of the project will 
create six buildings, the future 
homes of the Jerome L. Greene 
Science Center, the School of 
the Arts, the Business School, 
the School of International 
and Public Affairs, and an 

academic conference center. 
The area spans from 125th to 
131st streets, a three-block 
distance due to the layout of 
the Manhattan grid, and from 
Broadway to 12th Avenue.

The full expansion zone will 
stretch north to 133rd Street 
and be completed by 2033. Of 
the 17 planned buildings on 
campus, the specific uses of 
only six have been determined. 

In the last few months, as 
the University has selected ar-
chitects and proceeded with 
demolition, Spectator has tak-
en a look into what’s happen-
ing north of 129th Street: a neu-
roscience center with over 70 
labs, a Business School trying 
to enter the 21st century, and 
a conference center University 
officials have dubbed “the Bow 
Tie.”

jerome l. greene science 
center

Construction on the science 
center, the only building that 
has been completely designed, 
will start in spring 2013 and last 
three years, Ienuso said. 

It  will  house the 
University’s Mind, Brain and 
Behavior Initiative and with it 
70 labs, a functional imaging 

center, dozens of meeting 
spaces, and an education out-
reach center targeted at “any-
body else who wants to learn 
about current views on brain 
science,” said Dr. Thomas 
Jessell, the appointed director 
of the building and a professor 
of neuroscience, biochemistry 
and molecular biophysics.

As for fundraising, “we’re 
set,” Bollinger said. “Now 
we have to raise funds for 
programming.”

In March 2006, the 
University announced that 
they had received a donation 
of over $200 million by Dawn 
M. Greene in honor of her late 
husband, Jerome L. Greene, 
CC ’26, Law ’28. At the time, it 
was the largest gift ever given 
to Columbia and the largest 
private gift received by any 
American university for the 
creation of a single facility.

Jessell said the Greene 
gift “gave the University the 
confidence that this is re-
ally going to work,” but that 
“the building is really more 
expensive.”

The building ’s de-
sign, helmed by Italian 

BY ABBY MITCHELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

On a recent rainy 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Manhattanville residents 
Laura Washington and Alex 
Blackwood walked through 
the area in West Harlem where 
Columbia is beginning to build 
a second home.

“I definitely don’t think of 
the expansion on a day-to-day 
basis. I know about it, prob-
ably more than other people 
because I seek out information 
on my own,” Washington said.

Blackwood agreed. “I think 
it’s really left up to people to 
be informed about what’s go-
ing on. I know everything from 
her,” gesturing at Washington.

Neither of the two 
friends knew much about 
the Community Benefits 
Agreement, a document that 
guarantees the University’s fi-
nancial support of the commu-
nity and had been publicly de-
bated from 2006 to 2009.

“I know a bit about it—it 
seems kind of complicated. I 
don’t know what the terms are, 
I just know Columbia is sup-
posed to help out, somehow,” 
Washington said.

Added Blackwood, “I guess 
it isn’t really buying us out, but 
that’s what it sounded like to 
me at first.”

Blackwood and Washington 
are hardly alone. Despite ef-
forts by the University to make 
its plans public and engage its 
neighbors with town hall meet-
ings, many Manhattanville resi-
dents say that they still do not 
know what the University’s 
plans are for the neighborhood.

 
‘your efforts are not seen’

Maria Cruz, who for 18 years 
has lived in 3333 Broadway, a 
huge affordable housing com-
plex overlooking the expan-
sion site, acknowledged that 

US Navy, 
Columbia 
finalize 
NROTC 
program

SEE ROTC, page 6

BY SARAH DARVILLE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia has promised 
$150 million for the neigh-
borhood around its expansion 
zone in Manhattanville—and 
an organization working to 
actually disperse $74 mil-
lion of that money is slowly 
emerging.

Those benefits were ne-
gotiated by a group of com-
munity members and poli-
ticians known as the West 
Harlem Local Development 
Corporation. Since the agree-
ment was finalized in 2009, 
the University has paid $1.5 
million into the LDC’s fund, 
but the LDC has not distrib-
uted any of it, held public 
meetings or given indications 
about its immediate plans for 
that money.

“I don’t think that it’s a se-
cret the community has been 
angry and frustrated with the 
LDC in the past,” CB9 Chair 
Larry English said.

Now, LDC President 
Donald Notice says that plans 
are near completion for a new 
organization to take over the 
distribution of Columbia’s 
money, something he insists 
the LDC never had the au-
thority to do. The new devel-
opment corporation is mov-
ing forward with a different 
set of board members and 
specific procedures for giv-
ing money to community or-
ganizations—statements that 
local residents say they’ll be 
holding Notice to in the com-
ing months.

first steps
Tensions over the LDC’s 

lack of accountability came to 
a head in late February, when 
members of West Harlem’s 
Community Board 9 called 
on the organization to disband 
completely. 

Yasmeen Ar-Rayani identifies where 
racism thrives on campus.

Islamophobia 
everywhere

Although Yale won the women’s golf 
Ivy League tournament, Light Blue 
freshman Michelle Piyapattra took 
home the individual championship, 
shooting three under par.

Piyapattra takes home 
Ivy Title 

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

67°/ 55°

Tomorrow

77°/ 62°

A conversation with Hilde Frafjord Johnson, the Minister for International 
Development of Norway.

1302 IAB, 6-7:30 pm

Join Professor Glenn Denning, the associate director of the Earth Institute’s Center for 
Globalization and Sustainable Development, for a discussion about global food security.

PicNic Cafe at 2665 Broadway, 6-7 pm

Waging Peace in Sudan: Scenarios for Two Sudans

Cafe Social Science: The End of Hunger?

Details for 
ROTC campus 
return under 
discussion 

The administration should join 
student groups in promoting 
environmental awareness.

 Sustainable Knowledge

In Manhattanville, plans develop where buildings stood
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INTERSECTION  |  Columbia will soon begin construction on the first set of buildings between 125th and 131st Streeet. Six buildings have architects and schools.

CHABLI BRAVO  / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

UPTOWN STROLL  | A man walks alongside the construction site at 129th Street. Beyond the 
fencing, plans for an academic conference center, designed by arcitect Renzo Piano, are underway. 

Architects, schools hash out infrastructure detailsSome locals 
say M’ville 
plans still 
ambiguous

New local 
corporation 
to distribute 
CU funds

SEE BENEFITS, page 6

SEE CONSTRUCTION, page 2

SEE COMMUNITY, page 3



architect Renzo Piano, embrac-
es the interdisciplinary nature of 
neuroscience. 

Two floors are interconnect-
ed by internal stairs so that, ac-
cording to Jessell, it is “as easy 
to interact vertically as it is 
horizontally with one’s neigh-
bors. There could be 10 or 20 
labs working together at a time.”

Of the approximately 70 fac-
ulty members, two-thirds will be 
“card-carrying neuroscientists,” 
as Jessell put it. But for the rest 
of the faculty, Jessell said, “we’re 
going to need disciplines that go 
way beyond conventional views 
of what neuroscience is—we will 
work with engineers, computer 
scientists, applied mathemati-
cians, statisticians, physicians, 
biologists, the works.”

Final plans for the building 
include entrances on all four 
sides, which Ienuso said was 
representative of the open-cam-
pus approach they have taken to-
wards the design.

“Think about Manhattanville 
as if you took the Morningside 
campus and you grabbed it from 
the middle and turned it out,” 
Ienuso said. 

Members of the Coalition to 
Preserve Community, a local ac-
tivist group, have said that they 
are concerned that the center 
includes plans for a Biosafety 
Level-3 facility, a laboratory that 
studies organisms which could 
cause serious diseases, but for 
which cures exist.

“A great deal of attention has 
gone into thinking how to effec-
tively ... introduce a new science 
building into that area,” Jessell 
said. “There will be molecular 
biology research going on, but 
nothing in any way ramping up 
the level of biohazard safety.”

school of the arts
Just to the west of the Greene 

Science Center will be the new 
home of the School of the Arts, 
but those involved with the proj-
ect call it the Lantern Building. 
A nickname developed by Piano, 
its architect, Ienuso explained: 

“The Lantern Building de-
scribes for Renzo, from an ur-
ban planning perspective, the 
beacon—its function, from its 
purest and simplest form.”

Piano is “a romantic and he is 
a humanist at his core,” Ienuso 
said. “You’ll see in almost every-
thing that Renzo draws by hand 
this sort of spiral. And what 
Renzo means by that is what I 
would refer to as the center of 
gravity. Everything has a center 
of gravity. For Renzo, the center 
of gravity is here and the cam-
pus will radiate out from there—
the lantern.”

The building—one of the 
smallest in the site plan—will 
have a film screening center, 
flexible performance and read-
ing spaces, and a gallery on the 
first floor to work with the Art 
History department and the 
Wallach Gallery, said SoA Dean 
Carol Becker.

“These are general categories 
that will need much more elabo-
ration as the building proceeds,” 
Becker said.

The SoA has received two 
substantial gifts, Becker said, 
with others pending.

Bollinger said, “I think we’re 
very close with fundraising. … I 
feel that we’re almost there” for 
it to open in 2016 alongside the 
science center.

business school
The two B-School build-

ings will be “a kind of a mini-
campus inside of a bigger cam-
pus,” said architect Liz Diller 
of Diller, Scofidio + Renfro, the 
Manhattan-based firm that was 
hired in January. Located be-
tween 130th and 131st streets, 
the buildings will look out onto 
a large green space of about 
40,000 square feet. 

“It’s a center of the 
Manhattanville campus, so it’s 
a very, very important spot,” 
Diller said.

The B-School is in a pre-
liminary design phase while the 
architects and the University 
explore the best way to fill the 
two buildings.  Diller said that 
in addition to a large amount 
of area devoted to faculty and 

administrative spaces, “there are 
all sorts of amenities, an audi-
torium, food service, and social 
spaces.”

Diller said she hopes to strike 
a balance between the two 
buildings.

“The thing that we don’t want 
to do is make one building that’s 
very animated with teaching 
and learning and another build-
ing that is just support,” Diller 
said. “We’re trying to distribute 
the energy of the two programs 
between the two buildings, but 
we don’t want them to replicate 
each other.” 

Diller likened the relation-
ship between the two buildings 
to the 1930s’ tap-dancing duo 
of movie stars Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers.

“With Fred and Ginger, it’s 
a nice metaphor in that you re-
ally have two very different be-
ings. They don’t look alike but 
they work synchronously and 
in step.”

By the end of this summer, 
Diller, Scofidio + Renfro will 
develop a schematic design—
physical blueprints—although a 
specific completion date hasn’t 
been set yet. 

The firm will also work to 
make the Business School a 
model for 21st-century econom-
ics. “The influence of the news 
on policy and on the markets is 
such a changeable thing,” she 
said. The connectivity between 
the Business School and other 
business schools around the 
world, as well as news sources, 

news sites, and the ability to use 
smart technologies, is an inter-
esting challenge. It should serve 
as a kind of gathering space.”

A $100 million gift by Henry 
Kravis, Business ’69, will fund 
one of the two buildings. 
Bollinger said, “I think they’re 
really on their way” to reaching 
the $400 million goal.

academic conference 
center

Because neither the 
Morningside nor the Medical 
School campus has a unified 
place to hold a conference, the 
academic conference center 
will accommodate international 
meetings hosted by faculty from 
all of Columbia’s schools.

Built on the triangle of land 
where 125th Street meets 129th 
Street, the building received the 
nickname “the Bow Tie” from 
Piano. Just down Broadway is 
another triangle of land, home 
to the famed jazz bar The 
Cotton Club—and though that 
triangle is not part of the con-
struction, Piano thought the 
two pieces of land resembled a 
bow tie.

It will be located at the 
southernmost tip of the 
Manhattanville campus—a lo-
cation meant to connect the 
center to undergraduates in 
Morningside Heights.  

“It’s a way of attracting the 
Columbia undergraduate away 
from their zone of familiar-
ity at 116th ... We want to break 
down that barrier of walking up 
Broadway,” Jessell said. “Every 
effort will be made to make this 
as enticing for undergrads as 
well as for international visiting 
scholars.”

In a February University 
Senate meeting, Bollinger said 
he hoped the conference center 
would be open within five years, 
at the same time as the science 
center and the School of the Arts 
building. 

Bollinger said in a recent 
interview that the University’s 
fundraising for the center was 
ongoing. “I’m optimistic. I can’t 
say we’re quite almost there, but 
I’m optimistic,” he said.

school of international 
and public affairs

Of the six buildings, the last 
one to be completed will be 
home to SIPA. Ienuso estimated 
it would not be complete until 
the early 2020s.

Because the building is slat-
ed for construction after the 
other five, both the creative 
and financial processes are be-
hind those of the other schools 
who will make the move to 
Manhattanville. Piano has not 
begun a preliminary draft of the 
building’s design, and fundrais-
ing has taken a backseat to eval-
uating current SIPA programs.

The building “is further 
away in terms of fundraising” 
than the other Phase I build-
ings, Bollinger said, but “[SIPA 
Dean] John [Coatsworth] and I 
are talking about how to begin 
a building campaign.”

Coatsworth said that the 
school’s strategy for raising 
money begins “at square one—
with a stronger donor base and 
fundraising infrastructure.” 

“Other schools moving to 
Manhattanville may be ben-
efiting from greater depth on 
these two fronts,” Coatsworth 
said. “As always, we are opti-
mistic about the future here at 
SIPA, but we also are mindful 
that it is premature to be talk-
ing about a move which, while 
eagerly anticipated by every 
school involved, will be years 
in the future for any of us.”

Executive Vice President 
Robert Kasdin told Spectator 
that Coatsworth, former 
Provost Alan Brinkley, and 
Bollinger made the decision 
that their first priority for SIPA 
would be to “further the quality 
of the programming.”

“They’ve made extraordi-
nary efforts to develop SIPA, 
but academic programming is 
going to come before physical 
space needs,” Kasdin said.

next steps
Demolition began in late 

summer 2010, but so far only 
the first block between 129th 
and 130th streets has been com-
pletely cleared of buildings. 

Before construction on any new 
buildings can begin, Bovis Lend 
Lease, the principal construc-
tion company, must build a slur-
ry wall—a steel trench around 
the perimeter of the construc-
tion site to keep out groundwa-
ter. Ienuso estimated work on 
the slurry wall will begin within 
a month and last for two years.

The completion of the 
slurry wall in spring 2013 will 
mean the beginning of steel 
rising for the first building, 
the science center, said Philip 
Pitruzzello, Vice President of 
Manhattanville Construction. 

Pitruzzello said there is no 
timeline for the condemnation 
and the eventual acquisition 
and demolition of the prop-
erties which belong to Nick 
Sprayregen, Gurnam Singh, 
and Parminder Kaur, who have 
not sold their properties to the 
University. 

Sprayregen’s Tuck-It-Away 
Storage properties currently 
take up part of the SIPA site 
plan, while Singh and Kaur’s 
two gas stations take up part of 
the academic conference center 
and SIPA sites. 

Beth Mitchell, a spokes-
person for the Empire State 
Development Corporation, 
which has the power to use 
eminent domain to purchase 
the properties, said that the or-
ganization is in the process of 
appraising the contested lands. 
Once the ESDC makes an of-
fer it can begin to acquire the 
properties to sell to Columbia. 
Mitchell said she expected the 
acquisition process to begin be-
fore the end of the year.

According to Columbia of-
ficials, details and completion 
dates are still uncertain for 
the other phases of the expan-
sion plan, which will develop 
the blocks north of these six 
buildings. The final phase isn’t 
scheduled for completion until 
2033—over two decades away.

“In the end we’re making 
a campus, not just buildings,” 
Diller said. “We’re working on 
a small city.”

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com
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130th street

business school school of the 
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academic conference center

jerome l. greene science center
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architects: Diller, Scofidio + Renfro

funding: $400 million goal. Includes a $100 
million gift from Henry Kravis, Business ’69. 
Bollinger says “they’re really on their way.”

status: In a preliminary design phase. 
Schematic design will begin by the end of 
summer 2011. No opening date has been set.

architects: Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop and Skidmore, Owings 
and Merrill.

funding: “Very close,” according to 
Bollinger.

status: Construction will begin 
after the completion of the slurry 
wall. The building should open 
with the science center and the 
academic conference center in 
fall 2016.

Located just west of the science 
center in the middle third of the 
block between 129th and 130th 
Streets and Broadway and 12th 
Avenue.

Dubbed “the Lantern” by Piano 
because “the center of gravity is here 
and the campus will radiate out from 
there,” according to Joe Ienuso.

Home to a film screening center, 
flexible performance and reading 
spaces, and a first-floor gallery.
One of the smallest buildings in 
the plan.

architects: Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop and Skidmore, Owings and 
Merrill.

funding: Complete. Includes a $200 
million gift from Dawn M. Greene, 
wife of Jerome L. Greene, CC ’26, 
Law ’28.

status: Construction will begin spring 
2013 and the building will be complete 
and usable by fall 2016.

Located in the eastern third of the 
block between 129th and 130th Streets 
and Broadway and 12th Avenue.

Will host 70 faculty members, from 
fields as varied as neuroscience, 
applied mathematics, biology, 
statistics, and computer science.
Will contain 70 labs a Biosafety 
Level-3 facility to research “severe to 
fatal” diseases.

Only building whose architectural 
design is completely finished.

architects: Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop and Skidmore, Owings and 
Merrill.

funding: Ongoing. Bollinger is “optimistic” 
about the progress.

status: Construction will begin after the 
completion of the slurry wall and the build-
ing should open with the Lantern and the 
academic conference center in 2016.

Located in the triangle of land formed by the 
intersections of 125th Street, 129th Street, 
and Broadway. The triangle has a symmetri-
cal opposite down the street, and the two tri-
angles together inspired Piano to nickname 
this building “the Bow Tie.”

The University has no one unified loca-
tion to host a conference. This building will 
connect the Morningside, Medical School, 
and Manhattanville campuses as a central 
meeting spot.

school of 
international 
and public 
affairs

1

architects: Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop and Skidmore, Owings and 
Merrill.

funding: “Further away” than the 
other Phase I buildings, according 
to President Bollinger. SIPA has 
prioritized its current academic 
programming over future fundraising.

status: Piano has not begun a 
preliminary design. The building is 
not scheduled for completion until at 
least 2020.

One of the difficulties in the move 
will be that SIPA shares many of its 
faculty members with the Faculty of 
Arts and Science. 

Manhattanville: Phase I

Bollinger says he’s “optimistic” Columbia will soon secure funds for most Manhattanville buildings

“In the end we’re 
making a campus, 
not just buildings. 
We’re working on a 
small city.”

—Liz Diller, architect 
for the Business School 
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CONSTRUCTION 
from front page

Two buildings, located between 130th and 
131st Streets in the block between Broadway 
and 12th Avenue.

The buildings will be separated by a 
40,000-square foot recreational green space 
open to the public.

Architect Liz Diller compared the two 
buildings to “Fred and Ginger,” the ’30s tap-
dancing duo. “They don’t look alike but they 
work synchronously and in step.”

12th avenue
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the new construction is “affect-
ing a lot of people.” However, 
when asked if she knew exactly 
what was being built or what the 
changes would be, she respond-
ed, “Not at all. I don’t ask about 
anything.”

Grant Houses resident 
Deborah Griffith joked as she 
opened a letter from her Tenants 
Board, “Maybe this says some-
thing. No, it doesn’t.”

She continued, “I know all of 
this is Columbia property and 
they’re going to be building all 
of this. Everything I know about 
the expansion though, it’s not 
through the management, it’s 
just things that I’ve heard. I 
don’t know what will happen to 
the people living here, if it’s nec-
essary to relocate.”

Alicia Barksdale, president 
of the 3333 Tenants Association, 
summarized her perception of 
the University’s outreach with 
five simple words: “Your efforts 
are not seen.” 

According to Barksdale, many 
of her tenants are still scared 
about the University taking over 
and don’t know where to look for 
answers.

“The perception of the 
University is not good,” she said. 
“It’s very confusing if you don’t 
know if you’ll have somewhere 
to live.”

3333 resident Mary Autrey 
said she wants to sit down and 
meet with the “top dogs” at 
Columbia to better understand 
the expansion plan and the role 
of the community.

“They’re keeping a lot be-
hind closed doors,” Autrey said. 
“Come out and say exactly what 
you’re doing and why you’re do-
ing it and what our chances are.”

 
promises, promises

University officials say that 
they have provided numerous 
opportunities for local residents 
to inform themselves and to ben-
efit from new programs.

“Among people who closely 
follow these issues, I don’t think 
that there are many misconcep-
tions since we are always willing 
to respond to questions, answer 
emails, and attend community 
meetings,” said Maxine Griffith, 
the University’s executive vice 
president of government and 
community affairs.

Griffith’s office, which han-
dles communication between 
the University, local communi-
ty boards and politicians, main-
tains ties to the community by 
supporting local non-profits 
and community organizations, 
ranging from the Harlem Little 
Leagues to a Public School 
Improvement Program.

The University has also as-
serted its commitment to inte-
grating community needs into 
the design of their buildings. 

LizDiller, one of the architects 
for the new Business School 
buildings, said that public space 
and amenities have been a big 
consideration, and that her firm 
would be interested in meeting 
with Community Board 9.

“How do we make sense of 
campus but also make that cam-
pus accessible to everyone? How 
do we produce enough activities 
in there that actually draw the 
community inside?” Diller said. 
“The Business School really has 
to outreach … on the very local 
level in West Harlem.”

But some community or-
ganizers and residents remain 
skeptical, given what they con-
sider a history of broken prom-
ises between the University and 
the community.

CB 9 member Brad Taylor 
claims that Columbia “contin-
ues to stumble” in building a re-
lationship with the community 
due to disregarding past com-
mitments. In particular, Taylor 
was angered by the University’s 
decision not to provide retail 
space for the community in 
the School of Social Work on 
Amsterdam Avenue between 
121st and 122nd streets.

“For the University to unilat-
erally decide to turn this over to 
its own academic use without 
re-engaging the community 
does not bode well for commit-
ments that it is now making in 
Manhattanville,” Taylor said. 

community board 
cooperation

The main channel for com-
munication between the 
University and the commu-
nity has been West Harlem’s 
Community Board 9. As demo-
lition began and plans finalized, 
Larry English took over the 
board from longtime chair Pat 
Jones.

Upon his election, English 
made it clear that he fully sup-
ported the expansion, marking 
a shift in the board’s stance on 
the project and drawing scrutiny 
from some fellow board mem-
bers and residents.

“The fact that I was not 

here through the war gave me 
a unique perspective,” English 
said. “It wasn’t in the community 
board’s interests to get up and 
walk away from the table.”

At the February general board 
meeting of CB9, English went on 
the defensive about his coopera-
tion with the University, saying 
that it was still the most produc-
tive way to approach the project. 

“I take responsibility to come 
to you … and lay out to you what 
I believe is the right direction for 
this organization for the next six 
months. I don’t expect for every-
one to agree with me,” English 
said.

But CB9 member Savona 
Bailey-McClain claims that 
English’s attitude does not fully 
coincide with the concerns of 
the community.

“I do feel he needs more un-
derstanding,” she said in an in-
terview last month. “We’ve got 
some people who are still pret-
ty angry about the development 
and … people are concerned 
about him being in the position.”

Taylor does not share Bailey-
McClain’s concerns.

“Comments that I’ve seen 
and heard the chair make on the 
issue of the community’s rela-
tionship with Columbia stress 
the building of a productive re-
lationship going forward. That 
could just as easily be seen as 

‘pro-community’ as ‘pro-Colum-
bia,’” he said.

Griffith said that English has 
adapted well to the challenges of 
the project.

“He’s done his homework 
and become very sophisticat-
ed about the University,” said 
Griffith. “When an issue arises, 
perhaps unlike the average citi-
zen, he often knows whom he 
should speak with.”

Over the past few months, 
English has had several in-
formal one-on-one meetings 
with University administra-
tors, according to Community 
Affairs Associate Vice President 
Victoria Mason-Ailey.

“I’ve learned that Columbia 
is not one big entity that moves 
in one step,” English said. “The 
relationship is evolving and 
we’re trying to develop trust 
between the University and the 
residents.”

continued resistance
Though the community 

board has adopted a more con-
ciliatory stance with Columbia, 
one group has remained staunch 
in its censure.

The Coalition to Preserve 
Community, a neighborhood 
group actively opposed to the 
expansion, has held several 
protests in recent months, de-
spite the increasing pace of 
construction.

“It’s important to keep before 
the community and the larger 
public the failure of the University 
to live up to the promises it made 
in connection with the expan-
sion,” said Ruth Eisenberg, one of 
the founders of CPC.

CPC member Ellen Isaacs 
said that CPC plans to continue 
protesting about job creation, af-
fordable housing, and the types 
of buildings that can be con-
structed under the plan.

“Columbia University’s ex-
pansion can only be mitigated 
by building a movement of com-
munity residents, students, and 
their allies,” Isaacs said.

Recently, CPC has been in 
communication with a new 
crop of student activists to raise 
awareness about the expansion 
on campus, as SCEG, the student 
group against Manhattanville, 
has been relatively inactive in 
the last year.

“Student activism hasn’t been 
around about Manhattanville 
because students feel that it’s a 
done deal. But I think that stu-
dents don’t realize the scale of 
the expansion, that it will take 
many years to develop,” said Yoni 
Golijov, CC ’12, who has protest-
ed with the CPC. “We do have 
a lot of time to change things.”

Fellow organizer Alex Klein, 
CC ‘12, says that the students he 
protests with haven’t yet formed 
an official group, but they plan 
to do so by the beginning of the 

fall semester. Unlike SCEG, how-
ever, Klein and other protesters 
may not make their group an of-
ficial Columbia-recognized club, 
giving local residents the oppor-
tunity to join. 

“We want it to be something 
that all types of people can en-
gage in,” Klein said. 

In the meantime, CPC co-
founder Tom DeMott says that 
his group is here to stay.

“Resistance to Columbia’s de-
ceit is a matter of self respect,” 
DeMott said. “We’ll just keep 
being out there, and let others 
determine the impact.”

moving forward
Two teenage girls, residents 

Nyesha McNealy and Emoni 
Gandia, remained hopeful about 
the expansion as they walked 
though their neighborhood last 
Friday.

“I don’t like how they’re 
pushing people out, but the 
neighborhoods are a little bet-
ter now,” McNealy said.

Emoni agreed, though she 
said it is a little bittersweet. “I 
think Columbia is going to pro-
vide better opportunities and 
more education around here, but 
this place is going to change. A 
lot of the stuff here has history, 
has memories.”

3333 Tenants Association 
president Barksdale is also try-
ing to be optimistic, particularly 
since the University arranged a 
meeting with the tenants of 3333 
this Wednesday. “There are a 
lot of things that need to be ad-
dressed now that it’s all really 
beginning,” she said. “You can’t 
always go by first impressions.”

Susan Russell, director of op-
erations for City Council mem-
ber Robert Jackson, said that 
Jackson is open to starting on a 
clean slate with the university.

“What happened in the past 
isn’t relevant anymore. What 
we’re trying to focus on is that 
the University and community 
have shared interests,” Russell 
said. As for the benefits that 
Columbia has promised the 
community, “He [Jackson] is 
prepared to give the University 
the opportunity to do what they 
promised.”

From protesters to politi-
cians to the community board, 
the general consensus is that 
the University needs to lis-
ten to its neighbors as officials 
make important decisions in 
Manhattanville.

“Bettering the University’s 
relationship with the commu-
nity is not rocket science,” said 
Taylor. “It involves building trust 
by acknowledging, not dismiss-
ing, community concerns, and by 
living up to promises.”

Daphne Chen and Jackie 
Carrero contributed reporting. 

abby.mitchell
@columbiaspectator.com
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AT THE GATES  |  Residents close to the construction in Manhattanville said they haven’t heard much from the University about what’s going on at the site.  
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UPTOWN  |  Members of  the Coalition to Preserve Community said they have recently been in touch with a new crop of student activ-
ists interested in protesting the expansion. Nevertheless, few students have spoken out against the project in recent years. 
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remain wary

“The relationship is 
evolving and we’re 
trying to develop 
trust between the 
University and the 
residents.”
—Larry English, CB9 chair



In the fall, the administration lacked both a clear vision 
for the University’s new global centers and an understand-
ing of what it means to be a global university. Not much has 
changed since the last time the Editorial Board sat down to 
discuss Columbia’s global centers a semester ago.

The “Columbia Goes Global Conference” held this past 
Wednesday revealed only a slightly more clarified stance on 
the issue of global centers and their role in forging Columbia’s 
international presence.

The major issues that remain unresolved are how global 
centers will take shape, how they will contribute to a sense of 
“global-ness,” and how they will benefit undergraduates. Since 
global centers have been envisioned as centers for specific re-
search programs led by professors, it’s unclear what students 
will be able to do within such a limited framework. The admin-
istration has given few suggestions for how undergraduates will 
benefit from global centers, though the centers are frequently 
cited as compelling tools to attract prospective students. 

The conference on Wednesday was designed partly around 
the realization that undergraduates have been left out of the 
discussion around global centers. One of the three panels at the 
conference was for students, demonstrating the need to include 
undergraduates in Columbia’s global vision and mission.

Though the administration has displayed its intention to 
include undergraduates in their plans to make Columbia a 
“global university”—a term yet to be clearly defined—its steps 
have been superficial thus far. There have been no substantial 
endeavors to garner undergraduate opinion or thoughts on 
the global centers, which is reflective of the fact that the global 
centers have been designed without undergraduates in mind.

The administration must engage students directly if it wish-
es to do more than pay lip service to the place of undergradu-
ates in Columbia’s new global initiatives. Polling, emails, focus 
groups, and professor discussions with students can all help 
publicize and gather undergraduate reactions towards global 
programs.

The one place in which undergraduates take center stage in 
Columbia’s global vision is the new Global Scholars Program, 
which is an enhanced version of a study abroad experience. 
Interim Director of the Columbia Global Center in Paris 
Victoria de Grazia praised the Global Scholars Program’s abil-
ity to enhance undergraduates’ global exposure as one of the 
major strengths of the expansion. While the Global Scholars 
Program is compelling, the number of students who would 
actually be able to take advantage of these programs is rela-
tively small.

What’s clear in the obscurity of Columbia’s global mission 
is that, whether we like it or not, the University is moving to-
ward a more international presence. What isn’t clear is how 
undergraduates will be a part of this global campus—despite 
the administration’s lackluster attempts to include undergradu-
ates into the existing programs that were never designed with 
undergraduates in mind. Though insufficient, events like the 
conference held last week demonstrate a commitment on the 
part of the administration to increase undergraduate repre-
sentation in the global centers debate, and we hope that more 
substantial efforts will follow.

Students need to realize that as Columbia stands on the cusp 
of becoming a global institution, we have a unique opportunity 
to shape the undergraduate experience. As Columbia’s global 
mission continues to take shape, undergraduates will have less 
flexibility to influence how and what they will take away from 
the University’s globalism.  But for now, undergraduates should 
seize the day and make their mark on a changing Columbia.  
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Most articles I have published 
thus far in Spectator have been 

met with a barrage of Islamophobic 
comments on the newspaper’s 
website. After having followed 
Spectator’s coverage of anti-apart-
heid Palestine activism on campus, 
I was prepared for this series of at-
tacks. For instance, when Spectator 
ran a piece covering Columbia 
Students for Justice in Palestine’s 
mock checkpoint in November, an 
online commenter referred to us as 
“little devil worshipers who serve 
that monster god allah,” “rodents,” and “baby cock-
roaches” taking orders from “daddy jihad.” But while 
this comment and a few others were removed for vio-
lating Spectator’s policy on comments reflecting “ra-
cial, ethnic, or religious intolerance,” most remained.

It is easy to dismiss online comments as the work 
of a select few who may not “genuinely mean” what 
they spew into the cyber realm. But the fact that most 
Islamophobic comments aimed at our community pass 
Spectator’s “tolerance test” reflects the extent to which 
this kind of rhetoric has become acceptable within 
our immediate environment. A comment appended 
to a previous piece of mine, in which the Prophet 
Muhammad was referred to as the “creator of genicidal 
[sic] cult,” remained after the Spectator moderator’s 
review. Similarly, the following tirade, posted on the 
aforementioned checkpoint article, was not considered 
“sufficiently intolerant” to warrant removal: “Muslims 
- Stay in your own countries. Get out of our Western 
countries and get out of Israel, the only civilized coun-
try in the Barbaric Muslim Middle East.” The same 
commenter added in another comment: “Get out of our 
civilized West, Mohammedans.” A separate comment, 
in which it was asserted that Jews have “evolved and 
become civilized” while Muslims continue to act like 
“barbarians/savages,” also remained. When another 
commenter was accused of being Islamophobic, he 
retorted: “I take my Islamaphobia [sic] with me wher-
ever I go and I just so happen to be here right now, 
thank you very much!” In response, a “Mr Phuckislam” 
wrote: “Well said.” This exchange, too, remained.

That a member of Spectator staff would tacitly ap-
prove of such blatant (and, in the last case, avowed) 
Islamophobia begs the question: Does content with 
Islamophobic and/or anti-Arab racist overtones in the 
school’s paper also go unchecked? The most recent 
piece on ROTC to run in this paper indicates that 
systematic insensitivity does indeed carry over to the 
publication’s editorial process. In Jeremiah Sharf ’s 
piece on ROTC field training, he describes an exercise 
in which student Michael Cole (dubbed “‘Colenan,’ like 
Conan the Barbarian”) is playing a “difficult village 
leader” demanding “a new wife and 10 camels” in ne-
gotiations with American forces. In recounting the oth-
er trainees’ reaction to the camel crack, Sharf writes 
that, while some laugh, “others are dead serious—they 
could easily be in Iraq or Afghanistan.”

That a military training exercise features an anony-
mous Muslim caricature that trades in women and 
animals is only natural. The myth that the American sol-
dier’s opponents consist merely of misogynistic Muslim 
men mounted on camels, who are savages devoted not 
to legitimate resistance to occupation but to supreme 
ownership over their female subjects, is vital to the de-
humanization process that underlies support for these 
wars. What is surprising, however, is Sharf ’s comment 
that this could “easily be in Iraq or Afghanistan,” com-
mentary that suggests that Sharf himself subscribes 
to this myth. In fact, regardless of whether or not my 
interpretation of this line is accurate, the mere fact that 
a program that includes such racist role-play has been 
invited back to our campus (a return openly supported 
by the Spectator editorial staff ) is cause for concern.

Indeed, Spectator is by no means the only arm of 
campus life to be touched by Islamophobic sentiment. 
Classrooms are no exception. Given the popularity of 
political scientist Samuel Huntington’s argument sur-
rounding the incompatibility of Islamic civilization and 
liberal ideals, this comes as no surprise. For instance, 
in Introduction to Comparative Politics, students are 
requested to read “Islam and Authoritarianism” by M. 
Steven Fish, which argues that “Muslim countries are 
democratic underachievers,” subsequently exploring 
the causal relationship between Islam and authoritari-
anism. This is the only reading in the syllabus, which 
several professors use, that tackles this issue—no other 
perspective is offered.  In fact, regardless of the answer 
given, merely responding to the question “Is Islam au-
tocratic?” legitimizes the false association between the 
Muslim faith and tyrannical, “backward” government.

Rather than blindly consume this “scholarship,” 
students, particularly those who work for this paper, 
ought to remind themselves that Muslims are merely 
joining Japanese, Black, and Latino Americans in a 
long line of “national enemies” who are unfairly de-
monized in “respectable” political, journalistic, and 
academic circles. Remember that your sensibilities are 
shaped by your historical reality and that we needn’t 
look far to catch a glimpse of the sorry state of “reli-
gious tolerance” in the U.S. In fact, if you’re reading 
this article online, you can simply glance at the com-
ment section below, where I’m confident a number of 
instructive examples await you.

 
Yasmeen Ar-Rayani is a Columbia College junior majoring 

in Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies. 
Color in Colonial College runs alternate Mondays

Islamophobia thrives 
at Columbia

Color in 
Colonial 
College

YASMEEN
AR-RAYANI

Finding our place

BY ROSE WINER

Thanks to the hard work of Green Umbrella, Columbia 
hosted over 40 environmentally-themed events in last six 
days—collectively named “No Impact Week”—in celebration 
of Earth Week. The sheer scale of “No Impact Week”  and 
the fact that Green Umbrella members deemed it a success 
embody the current progress Columbia is making towards 
sustainability. Yet, while as an EcoRep I am encouraged by 
how much environmental development  Columbia has made 
as a whole, I remain disappointed by the intangibility and lack 
of lasting impact campus environmental efforts have on the 
general student body. Clearly the campus is making an overall 
movement towards sustainability. But the question is, who’s 
actually aware of this growth?

Don’t get me wrong and mark me off as a bitter environ-
mentalist. As member of a student group, I know well the 
horrifying amounts of red tape that impede even the smallest 
change on campus, and as a student I know how easily one 
gets turned off by groups  that barrage in order to garner in-
terest. Given those barriers, it is truly impressive how much 
environmental progress has been made at Columbia. We have 
compostable dinnerware at Ferris Booth, a flyering policy 
and an InterPublications Alliance that reduce paper waste, a 
student-run organic café called “The Flying Beet,” and a new 
composter at Schapiro. Even non-environmental groups are 
becoming eco-aware, as exemplified by Sigma Nu’s Grow NYC 
“Stop’n’Swap.”  

However, having spoken to people outside of the “green” 
crowd, it seems very few who weren’t already environmentally 
active knew “No Impact Week”  was going on, despite daily 
emails, posters, and Bwog posts, not to mention the fact that 

Earth Day is a publicized global celebration. Those otherwise 
apathetic students that attended were likely partially drawn by 
the free food that events offered as incentive. To me this reveals 
a lack of environmental awareness and interest amongst the 
general student body.

This lack of environmental consciousness is manifested 
in a range of examples whose importance is sometimes lost 
in the wake of larger changes. Having a composter is fantas-
tic—but many students don’t even know what composting is. 
Reducing paper waste is important—but most students don’t 
know how to recycle. Clearly there are overarching issues at 
work here. The problem is not simple, but is rather one faced 
by the global environmental movement: How do we boost 
the environmental awareness and behavioral change of the 
broader population? I certainly don’t have the right answer, 
and I’m not saying Columbia’s student groups aren’t work-
ing to solve this question. But it seems there are a few factors 
lacking—take “No Impact Week,” for example.  While student 
groups were  working to get our peers to the events, where 
was the administration? 

Though pledging to make the University sustainable 
through infrastructure changes, Columbia higher-ups haven’t 
taken many steps to actively influence students towards be-
coming sustainable. An email, speech, or other action during 
“No Impact Week” by an administrator like Michele Moody-
Adams could have interested students who ignored or missed 
advertising by acknowledging the event as part of an on-
going sustainablity initiative. Such tangible sponsorship by 
the administration and faculty of environmental activities 
on campus could, while not captivating all minds, increase 
awareness. Even the Office of Environmental Stewardship 
has barely any presence in students’ minds, working behind 
the scenes rather than utilizing its resources front and cen-
ter to actively make environmentalism accessible. In short, 
what is needed is a balance between the peer-to-peer under-
takings of green groups and more tangible, active influence 
by administrative bodies to initiate and maintain students’ 
awareness of Columbia sustainability. I’m far from saying this 
is the 100 percent effective end-all solution, and I’m proud 
of the progress we’ve made. I’m just still looking for further 
answers, because a campus with students able to vote but 
unable to recycle strikes me as a phenomenon that affects 
our impact on the global community—not only as students 
but as citizens. 

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring in 
sustainability. She is an EcoRep and an Ecopalooza organizer.

Questioning impact
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Columbia higher-ups haven’t taken 
many steps to actively influence 
students towards becoming 
sustainable. 
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To the Editor: 
I write to clarify Columbia Business School’s position 

on conflict of interest policy, and to address the suggestion 
in the recent editorial, “For full disclosure” (April 15) that I 
had personally “…expressed disapproval of stronger policy 
implementation.” 

In fact, together with the faculty of the Business School, 
I strongly favor required disclosure of outside interests. In 
January 2009, a Business School committee that I chaired 
presented a set of recommendations to individuals in the 
University and the Senate responding to a draft version of 
the University’s new conflict of interest policy. Our recom-
mendations included a requirement that sources of funding 
be disclosed in all faculty research, including “…consulting 
products, journal articles, opinion pieces, testimony, working 
papers, web sites, etc.” We also proposed that “Information 
about significant financial interests that have the potential 
of a conflict of interest should be disclosed on a confidential 
basis to the Office of the General Counsel...”

This report, written well before recent concerns about aca-
demic conflict of interest, reflected our faculty’s views on this 
issue and support of strong disclosure policies. My statements 
to the University Senate did oppose one specific requirement 
proposed at the time: that faculty members submit all funded 
research projects in advance for review and approval. I be-
lieved then, and believe now, that pre-approval of research by a 
faculty committee (other than research that can harm human 
subjects) is a violation of free speech and would negatively 
impact Columbia’s ability to recruit new faculty.

We will make the Business School’s 2011 conflict of inter-
est policy report available immediately after our faculty has 
approved it.

Sincerely,
Christopher J. Mayer

Senior Vice Dean and Paul Milstein Professor of Real Estate
Columbia Business School 

April 23, 2011

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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ORGANIZE YOUR MEDICAL histo-
ry with MY Medical, an iPhone app. 
Track medications, conditions, aller-
gies. Chart lab results. It’s handy, con-
cise and yours to control. Developed 
by Columbia alumnus. www.MyMed-
icalApp.com/about
LOOKING FOR WITNESSES to a pe-
destrian being struck by a motorcy-
cle on November 17, 2010 at B’way 
& 116 St, especially a woman who as-
sisted the pedestrian to the curb and 
later spoke with the police. Please e-
mail rkass@sierraclaim.com or call 
(201) 207-3004. 
FREE PIANO RECYCLING and mov-
ing. All NYC and vicinity. Free remov-
al of all unwanted, used pianos in 
working condition. Non-working pia-
nos and junk pianos removed and 
recycled as low as $150. Pianos in 
5-floor walk-ups are no problem. Your 
unwanted piano is our business. Grand 
pianos, baby grands, upright pianos, 
spinets and organs accepted. Fully 
equipped and experienced. Call Jay 
Fernando (646) 316-4442 direct. Also, 
estimates for other clean-outs of home 
and offices are available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs. I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

POETRY EDITOR WANTED 
Editorial assistance to a closet poet 
is needed. Any good poet with a MS 
in creative writing/poetry or equiva-
lent will suffice. Compensation by the 
hour or per poem may be chosen. Call 
(212) 866-0016 or email amiya@ee. 
columbia.edu
NEVER-BEFORE-PHOTOGRAPHED 
beautiful “hand model” sought for free-
lance, budget-priced-watches ads on 
eBay and other auction sites. How-
ever…you must have (or start) your 
own support “staff”/”production” com- 
pany, including photographer, nail pol-
isher, whatever. No “professionals”. 
This is for pre-Mother’s Day Auction 
(M-Day is 5/8). A “great career start-
er” for a beautiful hand. Left or right. 
CU area, no travel. Send info and 
sample photo to: mnemonicshouse@ 
hotmail.com. Hurry! 

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

GRADUATION PARTY, class seminar, 
laid back social, or any other special 
event, Rent out Haakon’s Hall accom-
modations 50-185 persons please con-
tact Haakon or James (212) 300-4166. 
james@haakonshallny.com

APARTMENT SALE
Pre-war totally renovated 1200 sf apt 
steps away from subway, 92 St Y, 
Central Park w/open views. For sale. 
Ask $825K. Please contact saman-
pour@nyc.rr.com (212) 517-3180.
$575 - SUNNY ROOM for rent in a 5 
BR on 138 St & B’way. 1 block to the 
1 train, 2 stops to 116th St. Laundry 
in bldg. AptShare212@gmail.com or 
(917) 836-6888.
1 BR APT, BIG KITCHEN. Excellent 
condition. Backyard. Close to transp 
and shopping. E 116 St. Rent $1800. 
Call (646) 327-6511.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
GIVING A GIFT. Receiving a gift. Earn 
up to $60K (6 cycles at $10K each). 
Help couples become parents through 
egg donation. Apply or learn more at 
www.fertilitybridges.com or apply@
fertilitybridges.com
EGG DONOR NEEDED for same sex 
couple. $15K-$20K, + all expenses. 
Physician and attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
MOBILE PAYMENTS and Promotions 
Start-Up seeking summer interns (June- 
Aug). Need developers, programmers, 
designers, and marketers/business de-
velopers to develop beta product and 
business plan. Monthly stipend avail- 
able. Send resumes to chickman@
mobixpay.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Manhattan, said that it is pos-
sible Columbia will institute its 
own ROTC-specific physical ed-
ucation courses, as some other 
schools participating in ROTC 
consortia have done. Columbia 
already gives ROTC cadets phys-
ical education credit for outside 
ROTC programming. 

Robledo said he does not ex-
pect a sudden jump in NROTC 
enrollment, as it will take time 
for students who are interested 
in joining the military to start ap-
plying to Columbia.

“It’s not just about changing 
the culture at the University,” 
Robledo said. “It’s also the rest 
of the country and the rest of the 
world knowing that we have had 
an identity realignment.”

Before its ouster from campus 
in 1969, Columbia’s NROTC pro-
gram trained more than 20,000 
officers. Earlier this month, the 
University Senate authorized 
Bollinger to negotiate an ROTC 
return in a 51-17 vote.

The senate vote was preceded 
by a survey of students enrolled 
in Columbia College, the School 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science, Barnard College, the 
School of General Studies, and 
the School of International and 
Public Affairs. Of the 19 percent 
of students who responded to 
the survey, 60 percent were in 
favor of an ROTC return.

“I really wanted to do what 
the community wanted to do,” 
Bollinger said. “So in that, I am 
pleased that the outcome is defi-
nite and points in the direction 
of reengagement.”

After the senate vote au-
thorizing him to negotiate 
with the military, Bollinger 
discussed the issue with the 
Council of Deans, a group of 
top University administrators,  
who unanimously supported a 
formal recognition of NROTC.

Lawrence said that Columbia 
had been in discussions with the 
Navy about ROTC for “over a 
year.” Bollinger explained that he 
was initially approached about 
an NROTC return by Secretary 
of the Navy Ray Mabus, but em-
phasized that an agreement was 
always contingent on the senate 
review process.

“I want to be very clear about 
this, nothing was done, it was al-
ways understood that whether 
this would in fact happen … was 
entirely dependent upon the out-
come of the process,” Bollinger 

said. “So even though there were 
some discussions over time, they 
were in the form of ‘If this were 
the way it were to go on the cam-
pus, then what might happen in 
terms of the reengagement of 
Navy ROTC.’”

Bollinger said he has not 
been in discussions with the 
Army or Air Force about recog-
nizing their ROTC programs. 
According to Army spokesman 
Mike Johnson, there are cur-
rently eight Columbia students 
enrolled in the Army ROTC 
program at nearby Fordham 
University.

Johnson said that the Army 
would discuss an ROTC program 
with Columbia if approached by 
the University. He noted that it 
generally costs $1.6 million to 
start a new ROTC program, and 
that the Army’s main consider-
ation in making a decision is the 
ability to produce 12 to 15 new 
officers per year.

Over the last few years, op-
position towards ROTC at 
Columbia had centered around 
the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy, which Congress re-
pealed in December. Many ar-
gued that this policy, which had 
prohibited gay soldiers from 
serving openly in the military, 
was discriminatory.

The DADT repeal will not 
take effect until the President, 
the Secretary of Defense, and the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff certify that it will not harm 
their readiness to respond to 
conflict, which is expected to 
happen later this year. According 
to the Columbia statement, 
NROTC will not be recognized 
on campus until the DADT re-
peal is official.

The statement also noted that 
Steele’s committee will make 
sure that the NROTC program is 
consistent with Columbia’s non-
discrimination policy. Bollinger 
said that this means largely that 
the committee will ensure that 
no discrimination against gay 
students exists after DADT is 
fully repealed.

But some students have op-
posed an ROTC program at 
Columbia because of the mili-
tary’s policy of barring transgen-
der individuals from enlisting. 
Columbia’s nondiscrimination 
policy prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of “gender identity 
and expression.”

Bollinger said that this poli-
cy is similar to DADT, calling it 
“something that affects people 

in ways that injure them.” But 
he said it was not enough rea-
son not to invite NROTC back 
to Columbia.

“It’s just something that at 
this stage, all things consid-
ered—because the University 
community was fully aware of 
this, the Council of Deans was 
fully aware of this—that itself 
will not preclude having a re-
lationship [with the military],” 
Bollinger said. “Nevertheless, 
like with other issues, we want 
to keep working on it.”

Avi Edelman, CC ’11 and pres-
ident of Everyone Allied Against 
Homophobia, took issue with 
Bollinger’s comment. He noted 
that in 2005, Bollinger opposed 
ROTC’s return to Columbia on 
the grounds that it discriminat-
ed against gay students under 
DADT.

“My question for President 
Bollinger is, what does ‘all things 
considered’ mean?” Edelman 
said, referring to the above 
quote. “Does it mean all things 
considered, there are enough gay 
and lesbian students to [merit] 
upholding our nondiscrimi-
nation policy, but not enough 
transgender students?”

Edelman said that in a meet-
ing with Columbia adminis-
trators before the senate vote, 
EAAH members were told that 
Associate Provost Susan Rieger, 
who deals with equal opportuni-
ty and affirmative action, would 
issue a statement concerning 
ROTC’s compliance with the 
University’s nondiscrimination 
policy. But the group has not yet 
heard from Rieger.

 Gavin McGown, CC ’13, who 
identifies as transgender, said 
this comment from Bollinger 
upset him even more than the 
decision to recognize NROTC. 
McGown called DADT and the 
policy barring transgender in-
dividuals from serving “com-
pletely analogous” forms of 
discrimination.

 “[Bollinger’s] comment…was 
just a really profoundly flippant, 
I felt, way of dealing with our 
concerns,” McGown said.

Robledo said that the mili-
tary’s policy barring transgen-
der individuals is an “impor-
tant issue,” but that barring 
ROTC from campus is not the 
solution.

 “If the system is wrong you 
engage it and fix it,” Robledo 
said. “That’s the bottom line.”

sammy.roth
@columbiaspectator.com

“My sense is that there is 
growing frustration on the 
part of the community which 
has heard about benefit agree-
ments and have yet to see any 
tangible benefit. On the other 
hand what they have seen im-
mediately are the negative im-
pacts (rats, air pollution) of a 
large and growing construction 
effort in Manhattanville,” CB9 
member Brad Taylor said.

Notice said he understands 
locals’ frustrations with the 
pace of the process, especially 
now that demolition and con-
struction are underway be-
tween 125th and 131st streets.

“They could care less about 
this corporation stuff. They 
know that money went to the 
LDC, and they want to see it 
going out the door, and that’s 
what we’re going to start do-
ing this summer and sooner,” 
Notice said, his hand resting 
on a four-inch binder which 
he said contains the bylaws 
of the new organization, the 
West Harlem Development 
Corporation.

Notice said that they hope 
to have the new West Harlem 
Development Corporation es-
tablished, and the LDC dis-
solved, by mid-July. Notice in-
sisted that efforts at increasing 
accountability, like getting an 
office and phone number for the 
corporation, are all on the way.

“Right now, that’s number 
one on the agenda. This doesn’t 
work without having that pres-
ence,” Notice said.

An IRS representative said 
that there is no record of the 
LDC or the new development 
corporation currently having 
tax-exempt status—something 
the organization must have 
before it can access the money 
Columbia allocated. 

community perception
Since the benefits agreement 

legally must be administered 

by a community organization; 
Columbia’s only role in the pro-
cess is paying money into the 
community benefits fund. Yet 
neighborhood residents point 
to Columbia when benefits 
aren’t administered.  

“When the community 
doesn’t know, it’s business 
as usual. Columbia may not 
be perceived that they’re do-
ing what they’re supposed to 
be doing,” Notice said, adding 
that Columbia officials had 
expressed concern about that 
perception.

Communication between 
Notice, LDC members and 
University officials has in-
creased in recent months, as 
the development corporation 
takes shape, and Columbia’s 
Executive Vice President 
Robert Kasdin described 
Notice as having “an extraor-
dinarily difficult job.” But 
Maxine Griffith, executive vice 
president of government and 
community affairs, emphasized 
the limits of the University’s 
involvement.

“They have never asked—
nor would it be appropriate 
for us to advise—regarding 
how they should be organized, 
or the timetable for their evolu-
tion,” Griffith said.

As for the disbursement of 
funds, “Yes, it has taken a bit 
of time, but you’d be asking a 
whole other set of questions 
if the funds had been spent 
quickly, but in a way that was 
not supportive of community 
needs,” said Griffith.

Meetings of the develop-
ment corporation have now 
been scheduled on a monthly 
basis, and Notice committed to 
having an LDC or development 
corporation member at every 
general board meeting of CB9. 

“I know they’ve strug-
gled, but it will be, I’m confi-
dent, a very positive relation-
ship,” University President 
Lee Bollinger said in March. 
“Community organizations 

often have difficulty sustain-
ing themselves over time, but 
I think this is so important and 
the funding is so real that it will 
keep going. I’m confident that 
it will work itself out.”

board changes
Through the negotiation 

process with Columbia that 
took place from 2006 to 2009, 
the composition of the LDC 
went through drastic changes. 
After facing sharp criticism re-
cently, those involved with the 
LDC’s transition say they want 
to keep a lower profile.

“What has happened in the 
past should stay in the past,” 
English said.

The development corpo-
ration’s board will be smaller 
and more focused than the 
LDC’s membership, according 
to Notice. The nine politicians 
on the original LDC will be-
come three politicians on the 
development corporation—
City Council member Robert 
Jackson, State Senator Keith 
Wright, and Congressman 
Charlie Rangel—and commu-
nity board appointments will 
be reduced to two.

“The board was unwieldy,” 
LDC and CB9 member Vicky 
Gholson said. “Just in terms of 
numbers, there were just too 
many people to be able to facili-
tate decision-making, or more 
basic than that, to facilitate 
having all of the people in the 
same room.”

English said that he will 
be appointing those two com-
munity board members to the 
development corporation this 
week.

“We are moving towards 
a more professional board,” 
English said. “Once they get or-
ganized and have the right peo-
ple involved, any problems will 
work themselves out naturally.”

Abby Mitchell contributed 
reporting.

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

New board to pick up benefits agreement fund

University, students assess future role of ROTC
ROTC from front page

BENEFITS from front page



BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The disappointing 2010-
2011 season came to a close 
for the men’s tennis team this 
weekend, as they watched 
No. 40 Cornell celebrate their 
first ever Ivy League title on 
Columbia’s home court after a 
resounding 6-1 win. The Lions 
finished the season 8-15 (2-5 
Ivy) and failed in their quest to 
make it three Ivy League titles 
in a row. This is the team’s first 
losing season, both overall and 
in Ivy play, since 2001-2002, 
when they went 5-12 (1-6 Ivy).

“I was going in with a lot 
of confidence, the boys had 
a great week of practice, and 
God, I thought we played 
great doubles,” head coach Bid 
Goswami said.

Columbia, after winning the 
doubles point in its last two 
matches, was swept in all three 
doubles matches by Cornell on 
Saturday. Sophomores Nate 
Gery and John Yetimoglu lost 
8-5 at No. 1 doubles, junior Haig 
Schneiderman and senior Sho 
Matsumoto fell 8-6 at No. 2, 
and at No 3 junior Rajeev Deb-
Sen and senior Kevin Kung lost 
9-7 in a tiebreak in the closest 
match of the doubles point.

“They didn’t miss any vol-
leys, Sho and Haig,” Goswami 
said.  “We were up 40-15 at 2-2, 
Cornell rallied to break, and 

that was the only break of the 
match.”

Columbia found itself down 
1-0 after the doubles, but soph-
omore Nate Gery evened up the 
match quickly, winning 6-2, 
6-3 at No. 3 singles.  Freshman 
Tizian Bucher was serving for 
the first set, but was broken 
and fell in a tiebreak, going on 
to lose 7-6, 6-2 at No. 5 singles. 
Senior co-captain Kevin Kung 
lost 6-4, 6-3 at No. 2 singles in 
his last match for Columbia. 
The Light Blue needed to win 
three of the remaining four 
singles matches to pull out the 
upset win, but first set losses at 
No. 4 and 6 singles made that 
too much of an uphill climb. 
Sophomore Cyril Bucher lost 
at No. 4 6-2, 6-4 to give Cornell 
the four points it needed to 
clinch the win.

All eyes turned to 
Schneiderman, who was down 
5-2 in the second set after win-
ning the first 7-5. Schneiderman 
rallied to 5-4 but senior 
Jonathan Jaklitsch broke him 
to end the set. The two played 
a supertiebreak since the out-
come of the match had already 
been decided. The pair were 
neck and neck until Jaclitsch 
led 9-8 and came to the net. 
Schneiderman just missed a 
running backhand pass to give 
Jaklitsch the win, and Cornell 

a 6-1 win over the two-time de-
fending champions.

Goswami highlighted the 
narrow margins in the singles.

“This year it felt like one 
or two points if we could get, 

it changes the whole tide,” he 
said. “We won the first set at 
No. 1 and No. 3 and Tizian was 
serving, and I thought it was a 
perfect matchup for him and 
I thought John could maybe 

pull it out at No. 6. I thought 
we had a shot even after the 
doubles. But that’s how it went 
this year.”

Goswami had a positive out-
look for next season, pointing 

to the Class of 2015.
“We have a good class com-

ing in,” Goswami said. “And 
with the intermingling of these 
guys, we could be back to the 
top next year.” 

conceded a double and eventu-
ally a run to Steve Harrington, 
as the score went to 2-1. Despite 
trouble finding the zone, Lowery 
got out of the inning with only 
one run allowed.

After pitching just four and 
one-third innings, Lowery left 
the game having allowed seven 
hits and three walks, and Giel 
took his place. After recording 
the second out of the inning, 
the reliever allowed a two-out 
double which brought in two 
Tigers (with the runs charged 
to Lowery).

In the top of the sixth, Senior 
Jason Banos led off with a 
double and eventually scored. 
Sophomore Dario Pizzano’s 
homer in the eighth looked like 
it would be a game-winner, but 
the Tigers tied it up. 

Head coach Brett Boretti 
thought Pizzano’s homer was key. 

“He had a couple of at-bats 
where he wasn’t successful ear-
ly in the first game, and comes 
up big in the first game with the 
home run and then again in the 
second game. It’s credit to him 
sticking with it and continuing 
to try to have good ABs every 
time,” Boretti said.

Pizzano agreed that things just 
fell into place for him on Sunday. 

“I felt good at the plate all 
day. It was about pitch selection: 
they were getting me out on high 
pitches, I was chasing pitches, 
but I got my pitch, tried to put a 
bat on it, and it just worked out 
for me,” he said.

Bowman had remained in 
the game, and Columbia final-
ly cracked him in the ninth to 
make the score 6-4 before the 
Tigers made a pitching change. 
The Lions would score two 
more runs to make it 8-4 before 
their half of the inning came to a 
close. Harrington struck again, 
driving in another run, but the 
Light Blue finally won the long 
contest on a Giel strikeout. The 
sophomore actually ended up 
with a longer appearance than 
Lowery, as he would pitch an 

impressive 4.2 innings. 
“I came in earlier than I nor-

mally would, so I knew I would 
be out there for a long time,” 
Giel said. “Coming in with guys 
on base, I was just trying to get 
out of the inning with the least 
amount of damage as possible 
to get us back in there and get 
some runs.” 

The Lions had 12 hits in the 
game, and the coach acknowl-
edged the effort. 

“I give the guys a lot of cred-
it for going inning to inning, 
battling in there, and coming 
out with a victory at the end,” 
Boretti said.

There was definitely some 
urgency to move the second 
game along, both with impend-
ing thunderstorms and the slow 

pace of game one. The night-
cap didn’t begin as well for the 
Light Blue, as Princeton got on 
the board with a run in the first. 
Sophomore starter Stefan Olson, 
who had an ERA below 1.50 be-
fore his start on Sunday, did not 
look like his typical self. The 
big killer for the Lions was the 
Tigers’ five-run fourth inning. 
Princeton starter Zak Hermans, 
on the other hand, was sharper 
than his Columbia counterpart, 
as he didn’t allow a base runner 
until the fifth.

Senior Alex Godshall was the 
Lion to discourage Hermans’ no-
hit bid with a double in the fifth. 
Pizzano attributed Columbia 
struggles to Hermans’ talents. 

“It was pitch selection for all 
of us,” Pizzano said. “Hermans 

was living up in the zone and he 
was getting us to pop up, so we 
have to be more disciplined at 
the plate.”

Olson left after six, allowing 
six runs and three walks with 
five strikeouts. Junior Harrison 
Slutsky entered to pitch two sol-
id innings. 

“Stef [Olson] kept them off 
balance, but they got the big in-
ning,” Boretti said. “Five runs, 
and majority of that with two 
outs. You have to give them 
credit for getting hits with two 
outs. But I think Stef battled af-
ter that. A couple of pitches he 
would probably like back, but 
other than that he did a good 
job—not many free bases, and he 
did a good job against the lefties 
with his change.”

Pizzano is also confident in 
his starters’ abilities, and wants 
to do more for them as a hitter. 

“Pat and Stef give it to us ev-
ery week,” he said of the pitch-
ers. “They’re always stepping up 
for us and we have to start step-
ping up for them.”

The Light Blue finally 
threatened in the eighth when 
Hermans started to tire. Pizzano 
whacked his second homer of the 
day with a two-run blast to right. 
Princeton reliever David Palms 
would then enter the game for his 
second shaky appearance of the 
game, but managed to leave the 
inning unscathed, and the Tigers 
followed to hold for the victory.  

The two teams will face off 
again to finish the series today, 
with 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. starts. 

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BIG HIT  |  Sophomore Eric Williams’ homer in the ninth put Columbia on top for good in game one.

Light Blue 
wins first 
game on 
Sunday 8-5
BASEBALL from back page
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“I felt good at the 
plate all day. It was 
about pitch selection.”

—Dario Pizzano,
sophomore outfielder

Tennis ends 
year with loss 
to Cornell

“I was going in with 
a lot of confidence.”

—Bid Goswami, 
head coach

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ONLY ONE  |  Sophomore Nathaniel Gery was the only Light Blue player to win a match against Cornell in Columba’s final match of the year.

Don’t 
be a 
spectator.

sports@
columbiaspectator.com
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week 4
MONDAY MORNING 

CLOSER

by the numbers

12
10
4

Hits for Columbia during the first game. 
against Princeton. The Lions were 
able to take advantage of Princeton’s 
pitching mistakes to come out on top in 
game one.

Innings the Columbia starters 
combined to pitch this weekend. 
Pat Lowery only threw 4.1 innings 
in game one, and was relieved by 
sophomore Tim Giel, who recorded 
his first win of the season.

Number of home runs Dario Pizzano 
has recorded this season. Pizzano is 
only behind Jason Banos, who holds 
five, for the Light Blue.

ivy standings
W L PCT

Princeton 10 4 .714
Yale 10 6 .625
Dartmouth 8 6 .571

Penn 8 6 .571
Columbia 7 7 .500
Brown 6 8 .429
Harvard 5 11 .312
Cornell 4 10 .286

ivy schedule

Game ball goes to sophomore Darrio 
Pizzano, who recorded one run in 
each game. In game one, Pizzano 
hit a solo home run at the top of the 
eighth to temporarily give Columbia 
a 4-3 lead. Even though the Tigers 
tied it up at the bottom of the inning, 
Pizzano allowed the Lions to stay in 
the game.

game ball

The Light Blue was initially 
scheduled to go against Princeton 
in two consecutive doubleheaders 
on Saturday and Sunday. However, 
inclement weather early this 
weekend saw both of Saturday’s 
games postponed until Monday 
afternoon.

rain delay

VS. 
DARTMOUTH

4/2
12 P.M. L 4-6

2:30 P.M. L 1-8

VS. 
HARVARD

4/3
1 P.M. W 11-2

3:30 P.M. W 8-0

AT 
BROWN

4/9
12 P.M. L 1-2

2:30 P.M. L 5-6

AT 
YALE
4/10

12 P.M. L 3-6
2:30 P.M. W 8-1

VS.
CORNELL

4/16
12 P.M. W 2-1

2:30 P.M.  W 12-2

4/17
12 P.M. W 6-0
2:30 P.M. L 1-7 

AT 
PRINCETON

4/24
12 P.M. W 8-5

2:30 P.M. L 4-6 

4/25
1 P.M.

3:30 P.M. 

VS. PENN
4/29

12 P.M.
2:30 P.M. 

AT PENN
4/30

12 P.M.
2:30 P.M. 

In the second game of the 
afternoon, Princeton was only 
leading by one run going into the 
fourth inning, but the Tigers’ 
bats exploded to give them a 6-0 
lead. Columbia would go on to 
score four runs—two in the fifth 
and two in the eighth—but it 
was unable to overcome the lead 
that the Tigers had built up.

turning point

Junior Jon Eisen and senior 
Alex Ferrera returned to the 
Columbia lineup this Sunday, 
after last weekend’s absence.

injury report

FILE PHOTO

GIFT OF THE MAGGIE  |  Senior pitcher Maggie Johnson threw a no-hitter against the Tigers. 

BY REBEKA COHAN
Spectator Staff Writer

The season might be almost 
over, but senior pitcher Maggie 
Johnson is still proving that 
she has a lot left to offer dur-
ing her final games playing for 
the Light Blue.

The Lions (15-24, 5-9 Ivy) 
swept Princeton (13-21, 4-8 
Ivy) away this weekend 5-3 and 
2-0 during a doubleheader on 
Sunday. Columbia was original-
ly scheduled to play the Tigers 
for two consecutive double-
headers on both Saturday and 
Sunday, but due to bad weather, 
Saturday’s games were post-
poned until Tuesday. The sec-
ond game saw Johnson throw 
the first no-hitter of her four-
year career at Columbia, and the 
senior finished with her lowest 
ERA of the season, 1.95.

Johnson was quick to cite 
the rest of the team as a major 
contributor to her great game 
on Sunday. “Well any pop up 
to [Emily] Caruthers I know 
she’ll get so I wasn’t worried 

about that; in fact, each ball 
they made contact with I knew 
my defense would get. I also at-
tribute much of my success to-
day to my catcher Anne Marie 
Skylis, who was able to get some 
great calls and worked her butt 
off for me behind the plate,” she 
wrote in an email.

Game one didn’t start out well 
for the Lions, as they were down 
3-0 after the Tigers had an ex-
plosive second inning. The Light 
Blue was able to overcome the 
deficit during the fifth, however, 
where they scored three runs of 
their own. The Lions managed to 
put it away in the sixth, in which 

they scored another two runs to 
secure the win.

Johnson began game two by 
striking out the three leadoff 
batters in the bottom of the first. 
She walked one batter in both 
the third and fourth innings, 
but neither was able to advance 
to second base. Johnson would 
hold off the Princeton bats for the 
remainder of the game to secure 
the win.

The Light Blue got on the 
scoreboard after sophomore in-
fielder Jennifer Bergeron stole 
second and scored off a single 
to center by Skylis. Columbia 
scored once more after fresh-
man outfielder Emily Caruthers 
stole her 11th base of the season. 
Bergeron brought the freshman 
home with a groundout to put 
Columbia up 2-0. 

Johnson was excited about 
the no-hitter, which actually was 
not the first of her softball career.

“My dad actually texted me 
after the game to say congrats 
and to tell me I hadn’t thrown 
a no-hitter since I was eleven,” 
Johnson wrote. 

Softball sweeps Princeton on Sunday

“I hadn’t thrown 
a no-hitter since I 
was eleven.”

—Maggie Johnson,
senior pitcher
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sports briefly

lacrosse

The lacrosse team  fell to Harvard 15-9 on Saturday. Columbia led the Crim-
son 5-4 going into halftime. In the opening four minutes of the contest, fresh-
man attacker Paige Cuscovitch and sophomore Kacie Johnson both contribut-
ed two goals apiece to give Columbia the lead going into halftime. Despite the 
Lions’ initial success, Harvard would go on to score nine unanswered goals 
late in the second half to put itself on top.

—Rebeka Cohan

Columbia’s lightweight rowers raced for the Geiger Cup against Cornell, George-
town, and MIT on Saturday. The Lions’ varsity eights come in third place, finishing 
an impressive 24.3 seconds ahead of MIT. The second varsity eights also finished 
in third place, behind Cornell’s second and third varsity crews. The fourth-ranked 
freshman eights surprised everyone and finished first, five seconds ahead of the 
top-ranked Big Red. Cornell held a full-length lead by 1000 meters going into the 
third 500, but the Light Blue was able to draw even and overcome Cornell in the 
final 250 meters. 

—Rebeka Cohan

men’s lightweight rowing

The Light Blue men’s heavyweight rowing team raced against Boston University 
and Syracuse as it tried to claim the Doc Lusins Trophy this Friday. Despite the 
high winds and rough water, the Lions started off even against both the Orange 
and the Terriers. However, by the final 500 meters, Columbia was unable to keep 
up. The varsity eights came in third, finishing seven seconds after second-place 
Syracuse. The second varsity eights also came in third place, while the freshman 
eights finished second, 10.2 seconds after Boston University.

—Rebeka Cohan

This Saturday, the Columbia women’s rowing team traveled to Providence, 
Rhode Island to race against second-ranked Brown and third-ranked Cor-
nell for the rights to the Dunn Bowl. Columbia was able to overcome the bad 
weather—the varsity eights came in second, ahead of the Big Red. During the 
final 500 meters, Columbia’s shell faltered and Cornell was almost able to 
overcome the Light Blue, but the Lions still finished ahead of the Big Red by 
six one-hundredths of a second.

—Rebeka Cohan

women’s rowing

columbia       9		  harvard       15       

placed 2nd out of 3 teams in varsity eights for dunn bowl

placed 3rd out of 3 teams in varsity eights for doc lusins trophy

placed 3rd out of 4 teams in varsity eights for geiger cup

men’s heavyweight rowing

Men’s and women’s track and field traveled to Princeton, N.J. in full force to 
compete in the Larry Ellis Invitational against 34 other teams. Junior Sharay 
Hale finished the 200m in 23.69 seconds and the 400m in 53.10 seconds. 
Hale placed first overall in both races, which featured twelve and nine heats 
respectively. Senior Dylan Isaacson posted the second-best time in the 800m 
run, crossing the finish line in 1:52.95. Freshman Cody Love continued a 
strong first-year campaign by taking fourth in the 400m hurdles.

—Jeremiah Sharf

track and field
junior sharay hale placed first in both the 200 and 400m dash

can’t attract the cream of the crop in 
America because of the Ivy restric-
tions that don’t apply to state schools.

That being said, it’s not that 
Columbia doesn’t recruit internation-
ally. They do, but it’s very limited from 
what I’ve seen.

A little research told me that 
Columbia has a fair few ‘international’ 
students on the athletics department’s 
overall roster. However, most of them 
studied at high schools within the 
U.S., so I wouldn’t call them foreign 
recruits (and neither should you).

Of the handful of internationals 
who had never lived in the U.S. before 
coming to Morningside Heights (ap-
proximately 10 out of over 700 stu-
dent-athletes), several have been star 
performers. The biggest name, in my 
opinion, would be Henning Sauerbier 
(from the men’s soccer team). The 
freshman won the Ivy League Rookie of 
the Year award in 2010, and the spring 
season has seen him continue where he 
left off in the fall. However, and here’s 
the important part—he approached 
Columbia. It wasn’t that the Lions spot-
ted his talent and reached out to him in 
an attempt to bring him here. Imagine 
how many other Henning-esque ath-
letes there are in lands far, far away?

Now, I’m not criticizing Columbia 
athletics—I’m sure there are several 
hurdles to international recruiting, 
arising from bureaucracy, of which 
I’m unaware. I’m just saying that 
there’s a lot that can be done that 
isn’t being done. I mean, if every 
team’s recruiting class contains an 
American like Noruwa Agho, David 
Najem, or Nzingha Prescod, then we 
probably don’t need to look abroad—
but these gems are hard to unearth 
and bring to Columbia.

Besides Henning, Nick Scott from 
the men’s soccer team is another 
international in the most legiti-
mate sense, and he was recruited for 
the Lions thanks to assistant coach 
Tommy McMenemy’s British con-
nection. ‘Scotty’ had an impressive 
freshman season on the left flank, 
and while he wasn’t at his best as a 
sophomore, there’s no doubt that the 
Englishman has the talent to be a solid 
college soccer player.

Why do I never stop talking about 
soccer? Good question, I’ll answer 
it some other time. However, there’s 
a valid reason the beautiful game is 
important in this discussion. I don’t 
think anyone would argue that soccer 
in America isn’t treated like leftovers. 
The sport lives in the shadow of the 
giant misnomer (football), the hoops, 

and the ball game. So while high 
school athletes here are superior in 
terms of physical attributes, their 
understanding of soccer often does 
not reach the level of a high schooler 
plying his trade in England, Germany, 
Spain, or Italy, to name a few. Those 
countries live and breathe the beauti-
ful game, and technical skills are de-
veloped far more than they are here, 
primarily because it’s the numero 
uno sport.

This argument extends to sev-
eral other sports. A fencing recruit 
from Russia, a squash player from 
Egypt, a tennis player from literally 
anywhere in Europe, and more—the 
very best athletes in those countries 
may all have technical advantages 
in their sport over their American 
counterparts. The Bucher brothers 
from Switzerland and Ioana Alecsiu 
from Romania are all doing well for 
Columbia tennis, mainly because 
those countries take the sport more 
seriously than America does. It’s 
important to understand that our 
foreign recruits—the soccer boys, 
the tennis players, and the rowers to 
name a few—have done well for their 
teams at Columbia, and integrated 
well into the community.

Speaking of squash, Ramit Tandon, 
India’s number one junior squash 

player and one of the top-ranked 
juniors in the world, has committed 
to being a part of the Class of 2015. I 
know for a fact that he wasn’t re-
cruited, since I was the one who gave 
him the Columbia coach’s email ad-
dress to get in touch. Clearly, Coach 
Swanepoel deemed Ramit talented 
enough, showing that there’s a whole 
wealth of talent out there waiting to 
be tapped.

The million dollars that Columbia 
Athletics spends every year on re-
cruiting hasn’t had the desired success 
in terms of making the Light Blue an 
athletic powerhouse. Maybe some-
thing simple, like allowing global cen-
ters to facilitate recruiting in terms 
of allowing students in those regions 
to submit videos or express interest, 
can help. I genuinely think it’s time 
to start thinking ahead, and while the 
other Ivies do recruit athletes inter-
nationally to an extent, we can make 
the first big steps in that arena. If 
the other Ivies all started recruiting 
abroad, we would have to, right? Why 
not make them start doing it?

I understand there may be issues 
in terms of funding, since Columbia 
isn’t need-blind in foreign admis-
sions, and we can’t offer scholar-
ships, but Columbia does guarantee 
to meet the demonstrated need for 

any student who is admitted. And 
for a lot of internationals, the qual-
ity of education is hugely impor-
tant. I know for Ramit and Henning 
it was—and how many universities 
in the world can compete with us? 
College sports are bigger in the USA 
than anywhere else abroad—so for an 
athlete who isn’t looking to go pro, 
the draw of the American education 
coupled with the quality of college 
athletics could swing any decision.

Besides raising the standard of 
Ivy sports, and potentially bringing 
Columbia more success, international 
recruiting will have one more huge 
positive. Our university brochure is 
plastered with the word ‘diversity,’ 
and making our athletic teams more 
diverse will bring in another dimen-
sion to a student-athlete’s education. 
They will have the opportunity to 
learn about a new culture from their 
teammates, and the exposure to a 
global perspective will not only make 
them more accepting of other points 
of view, but also more aware citizens 
of the world.

So let’s go global, and make the 
world our oyster. 

Mrinal Mohanka is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in economics.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

MOHANKA from back page

Columbia athletics should expand beyond the United States to recruit students

would produce a number of low scores.
“Since it was better weather, I knew 

the scores would be much lower than 
they were before, so I really tried to get 
out there and get after it,” Piyapattra said.

Piyapattra posted the best score in 
each of the first two rounds (a 72 and 73), 
and her final-round 69 was only bested by 
68 from Princeton’s Rachel Blum.

Par-5s were key in Piyapattra’s suc-
cess, as she went seven-under par on 
those holes throughout the course of the 
weekend.

This was Piyapattra’s third tourna-
ment victory of the season. Her top finish 
also gave her the chance to compete in a 
Monday qualifier at the LPGA ShopRite 
Classic, which will take place on May 30.

Despite Piyapattra’s strong perfor-
mance this weekend, the Lions finished 
fifth as a team, but improved by 20 strokes 
from the second to the third round. Junior 
Robin Lee tallied six birdies on the closing 

day, and was a large part of the reason for 
that day’s success.

The men began the weekend slow-
ly, finishing the first day in sixth place. 
Despite the apparent struggles, head 
coach Rich Mueller and the team knew 
that they would experience a slow start, 
as it had been a trend all season.

“Our first rounds all year have not 
been our best rounds. “Mueller said. “We 

all knew that that was going to be the case. 
We knew how it was going to go. The only 
thing that went wrong with our plan was 
that Yale played out of their minds [in the 
final round].”

Each round saw the Lions improve, 
as they shaved twelve strokes off in the 
second round and another five on the final 
day. Mueller felt the teams’ poor perfor-
mance on the Par 5s was the biggest factor 
in the way they played.

Although Mueller made sure to 
note that no excuses should be made, 
there can be no ignoring the role that 
luck played in the Lions performance 
on the first day.

“It’s a very tough golf course, and the 
weather can make it even more difficult, 
and we had a little bit of bad luck on the 
first day,” Mueller said.

The early tee time proved to be too 
much for the Lions in the first round, as 
they would face temperatures around 40 
degrees.

Junior Brendan Doyle was the only 

COURTESY OF COLUMBIA ATHLETICS 

FIRST PLACE  |  Freshman Michelle Piyapattra shot three under par to finish first at the Ivy championship.

Men’s golf places second at Ivy championship

“Since it was better 
weather, I knew the 
scores would be much 
lower.”

—Michelle Piyapattra, 
freshman golfer

Columbia golfer to break 80 in a first 
round that pitted the Light Blue against 
windy, blisteringly cold weather condi-
tions. Doyle, who shot a 74, finished the 
tournament in third place, giving him first 
team all-Ivy honors.

Senior Clark Granum completed his 
fourth and final Ivy League Championship 
in a tie for seventh, giving him second 
team all-Ivy. This was Granum’s fourth 
consecutive all-Ivy honor, making him the 
first golfer in Columbia history to achieve 
such a feat.

Despite beginning the second round in 
sixth place, the Lions finished in second 
place as a team.

“I’m just so proud of our team and the 
way they fought back, I couldn’t be hap-
pier for Brendan and Clark, and really all 
of the guys,” Mueller said.

While difficult weather may have 
sealed the fates of both Columbia golf 

teams, both coaches had very positive 
outlooks for the coming years.

“Having an Ivy champion in the first 
year means that we’ve got three more 
years with Michelle,” Williams said. 
“Everybody played every tournament 
this year, so we have a ton of experience 
coming back.”

Coach Mueller also noted the impor-
tance of the returning players, but also 
noted the impact of the departures of 
two seniors who played integral roles in 
making Columbia golf successful—Clark 
Granum and Justin Lee.

“Both Justin and Clark have left such 
an important mark on our program,” 
Mueller said. “Every kid that comes into 
this program is not replaceable, you just 
get new players.”

Both teams appear eager to start 
the next season, and they each show 
strong promise for the years to come.

GOLF from back page



BY JEREMIAH SHARF
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia’s men’s and women’s golf 
teams put forth impressive showings at 
the Ivy League Championships, but Yale 
took top honors in both competitions this 
weekend. Individually, three Lions took 
home all-Ivy honors.

Freshman Michelle Piyapattra ran 
away with the individual title for the 
women, posting an exceptional two-un-
der-par aggregate score over the three 
days. Her score was 10 strokes ahead of 
the next best competitor, Harvard’s Mia 
Kabasakalis.

Head coach Kari Williams knew that 
Piyapattra was ready from the moment 
she arrived at Atlantic City Country Club.

“She was incredibly steady,” Williams 
said of the freshman. “I think that from 
the second shot of the practice round, 
she was very comfortable with the golf 
course.”

Although no other competitor was 
able to break par for the weekend, 
Piyapattra said she felt the course did not 
present too many challenges.

“I felt pretty comfortable with the 
course,” Piyapattra told Ivy League 
Sports. “It wasn’t that long, and I had re-
ally good ball striking this weekend.”

Going into the final round, Piyapattra 
had a sizable six-stroke advantage, but she 
knew the good weather on the final day 

BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Staff Writer

Sunday saw a faceoff between the 
cats of the Ivy League, and the claws 
clearly came out. The Columbia base-
ball team (17-19, 7-7 Ivy) split Sunday’s 
doubleheader at Princeton (16-18, 10-4 
Ivy) as the Lions took the first game 8-5 
and fell 6-4 in the nightcap.

The oddity of the day was starting 
pitching woes for both teams. Both 
Princeton and Columbia boast skilled 

staffs, but all four starters had command 
struggles.

Columbia continued its trend of 
getting on the board early, scoring two 
runs in the top of the second and forc-
ing Princeton starter Matt Bowman’s 
pitch count up to 56 at the end of three. 
Junior Alexander Aurrichio and se-
nior Eric Williams began the second 
with a pair of singles. Aurrichio scored 
on a Princeton error and senior Nick 
Cox, consistently a catalyst, drove in 
Williams for the second run of the 

inning. Sophomore Tim Giel attribut-
ed some of this success to having the 
starting lineup back again, with junior 
Jon Eisen and senior Alex Ferrera re-
turning at Princeton after a spell on 
the sidelines. 

“Everyone’s back from injuries, 
and we’re getting back into the flow of 
things,” Giel said.

Columbia junior starting pitcher 
Pat Lowery’s troubles started when he 

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PIZZAZZ  |  Sophomore Dario Pizzano’s homer in the top of the eighth in game one shifted the momentum in the Lions’ favor.

Lions split Sunday’s doubleheader against Tigers
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A friend told 
me that I was 

featured (alongside 
Professors Sachs 
and Stiglitz) in a 
press release for 
the Columbia Goes 
Global conference 
last week. I’m still 
not quite sure how 
that mix-up hap-
pened, but I did keep 
an eye out for what 
was discussed: global issues, the no-
tion of globalization, as well as how 
Columbia can make a global impact, 
amongst other things. Well, I grew 
up in India before going to boarding 
school in England – so I’m a huge fan 
of the idea. However, I don’t think we 
should stop at opening global centers 
and trying to get students to spend 
more time in other parts of the globe. 
There’s a wide range of sporting talent 
out there in the big bad world, and I 
strongly believe that our athletics de-
partment should make global recruit-
ment a higher priority than it is now.

At the outset, let me clarify that I 
don’t expect global recruiting to ever 
be on the agenda for football and 
baseball. Basketball could potentially 
benefit from European recruiting. 
Also, I’m not advocating a policy of 
going global simply because I feel 
there aren’t enough talented athletes 
within the American borders, but 
more so due to the fact that we often 

A call for CU to 
expand global 
recruitment

There’s a wide range of 
sporting talent out there.

Word on
the Street

MRINAL
MOHANKA

SEE MOHANKA, page 9

Light Blue 
freshman 
takes Ivy 
title in Golf
Piyapattra shoots 
two under, wins 
by 10 strokes

SEE GOLF, page 9SEE BASEBALL, page 7
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