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Rowan Buchanan, CC ’12, start-
ed working on an Ovid-inspired 
painting without any intention of 
submitting it for the second an-
nual Core Scholars Program.

“I just really, really like Ovid,” 
she said. “I was doing them, and 
at some point somebody told me 
about the Core Scholar thing, and 
I said, ‘Oh, I guess this really fits.’”

This weekend, Buchanan and 
three other students—Marian 
Guerra, CC ’14, Gabriela Pelsinger, 
CC ’14, and Anneke Solomon, CC 
’15—were named winners of the 
Core Scholars Program, a distinc-
tion that comes with a $200 cash 
prize. Each of them submitted a 
“Core Reflection” that expressed, 
questioned, or analyzed an idea 
presented in a Core class.

The competition was open to 
all students who have taken a Core 

class. Ovid also inspired Solomon 
to enter, albeit spontaneously, she 
said.

“I had actually written a poem 
that was loosely based on the 
Daedalus story, but I didn’t want 
to submit just one poem,” she 
said. “I went back through what 
we were reading for Lit Hum and 
found the characters that I found 
most fascinating and began to play 
with them.”

Solomon’s poem, “Departure—
In Four Parts,” is a response to 
the stories of four Literature 
Humanities characters: Daedalus, 
Dante, Daphne, and Dido. The al-
literation of the characters’ names 
was unintentional, but it became 
a way to unite the poem, Solomon 
said.

Pelsinger won for a spoken-
word poem in which she re-
sponds to Eve’s story in Genesis. 
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After a two-and-a-half year 
review process, the Center for 
Student Advising has found that 
most students are satisfied with 
its services.

Dean of Advising Monique 
Rinere presented the results of 
the review at a Columbia College 
Student Council meeting Sunday 
night. Thirty-one percent of un-
dergraduates at Columbia College 
and the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science took part in a sur-
vey on CSA, 73 percent of whom 
said that CSA is meeting their ad-
vising needs.

Still, the review found that 
CSA has some room for im-
provement. The advising office 
is planning to make a few chang-
es based on the review, includ-
ing improving its communica-
tion with prefrosh and first-year 
students, implementing a new 
peer advising system, and look-
ing into a group advising system.

“We’re now in the place that 
we’re planning and implementing 
changes based on this feedback,” 
Rinere said on Sunday night.

survey says
CSA began readying for the re-

view in the fall of 2009, preparing a 
mission statement, coming up with 
an expectations list, and putting 
together an assessment plan. In 
May 2011, CSA formed eight focus 
groups—six made up of students 
who use CSA regularly, and two 
made up of students who don’t.

Last semester—two years after 

the process began—the advising of-
fice sent out the survey, receiving 
responses from 30 percent of CC 
students and 35 percent of SEAS 
undergraduates. The research firm 
Slover Linett Strategies analyzed 
the data from the survey and the 
focus groups and put together a 
report.

The statistics in the report in-
dicate a high level of satisfaction 
with CSA. Seventy-eight percent 
of survey respondents said they 
would recommend their adviser 
to others, 89 percent called their 
adviser “responsive,” and 92 per-
cent described their adviser as 
“approachable.” Students also 
described CSA as a good re-
source for help navigating the 
Columbia bureaucracy.

The review found some areas 
of concern for CSA, though. Only 
59 percent of students said they go 
to the office for major advising, al-
though adviser Michael Dunn said 
that this is “not actually a core part 
of CSA’s mission.”

“We want to focus on more 
broad undergraduate advising,” 
he said.

While 85 percent of students 
said they found their adviser to be 
knowledgeable about academics, 
only 51 percent said they would 
turn to their adviser for help with 
personal issues. The report also 
found that students have very dif-
ferent experiences depending on 
their advising dean.

“All of us individually did our 
own thing, but we didn’t necessar-
ily communicate with each other,” 
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One of the construction 
companies certified through 
Columbia’s small business men-
torship program is being investi-
gated for fraud, and the University 
has suspended it from consider-
ation for contracts.

An audit by State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli found that 
Eagle Two Construction submit-
ted fraudulent bids for work at 
the State University of New York 
Downstate Medical Center in 
Brooklyn. The company submit-
ted fake bids from affiliated com-
panies to simulate competition 
and secure work.

Columbia describes itself 
as Eagle Two’s “biggest cli-
ent” on the University’s web-
site. Eagle Two owner Roxanne 
Tzitzikalakis went through 
the University’s Construction 
Trades Management Certificate/
Mentorship Program for minor-
ity-, women-, and locally-owned 
businesses, which seeks to help 
small-business owners compete 
for contracts at Columbia and 
around the city.

The audit also alleges that 
Tzitzikalakis’ father, Demetrios—
who had been convicted of grand 
larceny and falsifying records at a 
different company—was involved 
in Eagle Two’s daily operations. 
Until DiNapoli’s investigation is 

finished, Eagle Two will not be 
considered for Columbia con-
tracts, a University spokesperson 
told Spectator on Friday.

“Eagle Two completed a rig-
orous application process to par-
ticipate in the Columbia/NYC 
Department of Small Business 
Services contractor mentorship 
program,” the spokesperson said 
in an email. “However, given 
the recent allegations, we have 
suspended the firm from future 
consideration pending the out-
come of the State Comptroller’s 
investigation.”

The University prides itself on 
the mentorship program, which 
is in its fourth year. Participants 
have said they’ve expanded their 

businesses and become qualified 
enough to bid on competitive 
Columbia projects, with a few of 
them winning those bids.

After being certified by the 
mentorship program, Eagle Two 
replaced all the doors in Carman 
Hall when a new lock system was 
installed, renovated the King’s 
College Room in Low Library, and 
replaced windows and a façade at 
University buildings on 112th and 
113th streets.

In an undated article that ap-
peared on the Columbia Facilities 
website through at least March 31, 
La-Verna Fountain—Columbia’s 
associate vice president of 
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Columbia’s mock trial team 
placed eighth at the American 
Mock Trial Association’s na-
tional championships last 
week. Forty-eight of the asso-
ciation’s 600 college mock trial 
teams qualified for the National 
Championship Tournament, 
which was held April 13 to 15 at 
Hamline University in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Nine of the Columbia team’s 
14 members participated in the 
tournament—six first-years, two 
sophomores, and one junior.

“If someone told us in 
September that this particular 
team, given the lack of experi-
ence, would do this well, I don’t 
think anyone would believe 
it,” third-year assistant coach 
Whitney O’Byrne, a Law School 
student, said.

Marilyn Robb, CC ’13 and the 
team’s vice president of external 
affairs, agreed.

“It’s really easy to become 
very fragmented in your role,” 
Robb said. “Everything that we 
put on was a team effort.”

The tournament was com-
posed of four rounds in which 
teams role-played a mock court 
case created by the AMTA. In 
every trial, three students acted 
as prosecutors, three students 
from the other school played 
defense attorneys, and three stu-
dents from both schools testified 
as witnesses. After each round, 
two judges scored the students 
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Columbia’s global center in 
Paris is expanding its academic 
offerings, forging ties with cam-
pus cultural houses, and will soon 
have its first permanent director.

University President Lee 
Bollinger announced on Thursday 
that French literature scholar 
and former New York City Public 
Library president Paul LeClerc, 
GSAS ’69, will direct the center 
starting in July. He will replace in-
terim director Victoria de Grazia, 
who has led the center since it 
opened in 2010.

“The fact that he [LeClerc] 
wants to become the director of 
our European center is a very 
strong signal of how seriously 
people are now taking our cen-
ters,” Vice President of Global 
Centers Ken Prewitt said.

LeClerc told Spectator that he 

wants to expand the center’s re-
gional scope, so that students have 
the chance to reflect on contem-
porary European issues—such 
as the debt crisis, demographic 
shifts, and energy policy—with 
policy-makers.

“What I would like to think 
about is how we offer Columbia 
students a kind of privileged lev-
el of access to European thinkers 
that would be unique to this pro-
gram,” LeClerc said.

LeClerc said that he would like 
to develop other new programs 
by fostering a close relation-
ship between the global center 
and Columbia’s cultural houses. 
He currently chairs the advi-
sory board of Maison Française, 
Columbia’s French cultural house.

Columbia’s other European 
cultural houses are Casa Italiana, 
Casa Hispanica, and Deutsches 
Haus. LeClerc expressed interest 
in creating closer relationships 
with those cultural houses as well.

“If the German program is go-
ing to be collaborating with us to 
do things, I hope, in Paris, why 
don’t we start doing things togeth-
er here in New York between the 
language houses?” LeClerc said.

Shanny Peer, the director of 
Maison Française, hopes to forge 
ties between the Maison and the 
global center in Paris. They might 
increase awareness about their re-
search projects and conferences 
through the use of technology.

“That [relationship] could 
take different shapes,” Peer said. 
“That could be organizing a series 
of conferences or talks that take 
place here and there. That could 
be a conference here that’s Skyped 
to Paris, and vice versa.”

LeClerc, who was a pioneer of 
the digital library during his ten-
ure as NYPL president, plans to 
expand the global center’s digital 
offerings.

CSA making several 
changes after review
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STUDENT ADVISING  |  Dean of Advising Monique Rinere speaks about the mainly positive undergraduate feedback about CSA.
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AT THE CORE  |  Marian Guerra, CC ’14, painted Sonya reading the 
story of Lazarus in Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s “Crime and Punishment.”
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Cecilia Reyes urges students to take 
time and think. 

Linguistics

Columbia took three of four games 
from Princeton over the weekend, 
but Cornell’s 3-1 performance at Penn 
knocked the Lions out of contention 
for a division crown.

Lions split on Friday, 
sweep on Saturday 

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

59°/ 39°

Tomorrow

55°/ 45°

4 student artists, poets win 
Core Scholars Program prize

Former NYPL pres. to direct Paris global center

CU construction mentee Eagle Two audited for fraud

Mock trial 
team takes 
eighth place 
at nationals

A panel discussion on gender-based misconduct and how to prevent it.
Ella Weed Room, 2nd floor Milbank Hall, 7 p.m.

Listen to the strumming of guitars during the ensemble’s spring concert.
St. Paul’s Chapel, 7 p.m.

Columbia V-Day presents

CU Guitar Ensemble concert

Most CC, SEAS undergrads say 
CSA meeting their advising needs

Columbia should formalize a 
linguistics major. 

Self reflection

cu international
student enrollment

Total in U.S.
students from france
8,098
% of int’l student population
1.1%

1.	 China
2.	 South Korea
3.	 India
4.	 Canada
5.	 France
6.	 Japan
7.	 United Kingdom
8.	 Taiwan
9.	 Germany
10.	 Turkey

11.	 Italy
12.	 Spain
13.	 Mexico
14.	 Brazil
15.	 Singapore
16.	 Israel
17.	 Australia
18.	 Colombia
19.	 Saudi Arabia
20.	 Greece

u.s. international
student population
1.	 China
2.	 India
3.	 South Korea
4.	 Canada
5.	 Taiwan
6.	 Saudi Arabia
7.	 Japan
8.	 Vietnam
9.	 Mexico
10.	 Turkey

11.	 Nepal
12.	 Germany
13.	 United Kingdom
14.	 Brazil
15.	 Thailand
16.	 Hong Kong
17.	 France
18.	 Nigeria
19.	 Indonesia
20.	 Malaysia

5. France
number of students
224
% of cu intl. students
3.4%

Number of undergraduates
using Paris global center

fy 09-10
fy 10-11
fy 11-12

194
244

295

Number of students (graduate 
and undergrad) using center

fy 09-10
fy 10-11
fy 11-12

222
370

368

in 2010-11, columbia sent more study abroad stu-
dents to france than to any other country.

THE
COLUMBIA

-
FRANCE

CONNECTION

DATA FROM GLOBAL CENTERS OFFICE, INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS OFFICE, AND OFFICE OF GLOBAL PROGRAMS / GRAPHIC BY YUMA SHINOHARA
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on a scale of one to 10, rewarding 
them for qualities like mastery 
of the law, persuasiveness, and 
the ability to adapt quickly as the 
trial progressed.  

The team with the highest 
collective score would move 
on to the next round. Duke 
University’s team won the 
tournament.

“The National Championship 
Tournament is an experience 
unlike any other,” Robb said. 
“You can feel the energy.”

“You eat and breathe and 
sleep it,” O’Byrne said.

For this year’s qualifying 
tournaments, O’Byrne and head 
coach Mia Eisner-Grynberg—
who has worked with the team 
for seven years—divided stu-
dents into an A team and a B 
team. While both teams went 
undefeated at the regional 
round, the B team pulled off a 
second undefeated round at 
the Opening Round Champion 
Series, pushing it on to nationals. 

At the national tournament, 

teams tried a case about a car ac-
cident in which one passenger 
was killed by extremely reckless 
drunk driving.

“The time went by so fast 
and each round felt like it was 
10 minutes,” Robb said, referring 
to the three-hour trial sessions. 
“It was very surreal.”

During the regular tourna-
ment season, the team met twice 
a week for three hours, but in the 
weeks leading up to the nation-
al tournament, participants met 
with O’Byrne individually for 
four to five hours a day.  

“Over the course of the season, 
our young team of underclass-
men and assistant coach Whitney 
O’Byrne put in more time, energy, 
and focus than I have seen in sev-
en years with program,” Eisner-
Grynberg said in an email.

O’Byrne and Robb called the 
success of this year’s relatively 
young and inexperienced team a 
major triumph.  

“I was so proud of them,” 
O’Byrne said. “It’s such a reflec-
tion of how hard they worked and 
how much they wanted it.”

Students said they were eager 

Mock trial students have high hopes for next year
MOCK TRIAL 

from front page

construction business services 
and communications—is quoted as 
saying that Eagle Two, having gone 
through the mentorship program, 
“used the opportunity to deliver 
great service to Columbia and has 
since established a great relation-
ship with the University.” The ar-
ticle was no longer available as of 
Friday morning. 

Eagle Two’s relationship with 
Columbia “expanded as a result of 
the company’s participation in the 
mentorship program,” according 
to a Google Cache version of the 
article.

Tzitzikalakis established Eagle 
Two in 1999 with two other em-
ployees and used contacts from 
her father’s company to take on 
projects valued at less than $5,000, 
according to the article. The com-
pany grew, and it now operates as 
a general contracting firm, man-
aging renovations that cost up to 
$1 million.

Eagle Two’s connection to an 
ex-convict echoes a concern that 
some had raised about Breeze 
National, a company overseeing 
demolition for the Manhattanville 
campus expansion. Breeze’s for-
mer vice president was convicted 
on federal bribery charges in 1988 
and found to have ties to an Italian 
mob family. 

In March, Breeze employee 
Juan Ruiz died after a beam col-
lapsed during a planned demoli-
tion. Just weeks earlier, the city’s 
Department of Buildings had is-
sued Breeze two violations associ-
ated with that demolition site—one 
for failure to safeguard and for a 
lack of safety harnesses, and one 
for failing to inform the DOB that 
the demolition was underway. 

Last month, a Breeze spokes-
person dismissed the company’s 
connection to the Lucchese mob 
family and attributed the beam’s 
collapse not to safety oversights 
but to an unusual, latent condition 
in the 100-year-old beam.

Additionally, Felix Associates, 
a Bronx-based, minority-owned 
firm that once did utility work on 
the Manhattanville construction 
site, was found to be involved in 
“bribery and kickback schemes” 
with several Consolidated Edison 
employees in 2009 and 2010, ac-
cording to a state Department of 
Public Service report. Contractors 
at Felix artificially raised the cost 
of several Con Ed construction 
projects around New York and 
split the profits with the Con Ed 
employees.

As recently as January, Par 
Wrecking was listed on the 
Columbia website as working on 
abatement and demolition with 
Breeze in Manhattanville. In 
2010, the United States Attorney’s 
Office found that Par had paid over 
$35,000 in cash to an associate of 
the Gambino crime family to use 
non-union labor on a Newark, NJ. 
construction project.

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com

Dunn said.
Dunn added that with the re-

view complete, CSA is looking 
to expand its services in new 
directions.

“There is room for enhance-
ment in newer, broader CSA goal 
areas, such as encouraging stu-
dents to pursue their passions,” 
he said. “Advisers should be 
more proactive in their adviser-
student relationships.”

making adjustments
The review found that first-

years are more likely than up-
perclassmen to be engaged with 
their advisers and to find their 
advisers helpful. According to a 
summary of the report, students’ 
relationships with CSA “tend to 
start early, but currently seem to 
wane over time.”

“Students get discouraged,” 
CSA Associate Director Monica 
Avitsur said. “They are more 
likely to disengage if they don’t 
think their adviser is supporting 
them in a proactive way.”

Some students reported be-
ing frustrated that their advisers 
have given them incomplete or 
incorrect information, or have 
directed them to websites that 
they’ve already examined. The 

report also showed that engi-
neering students are more likely 
to be satisfied with CSA’s servic-
es than CC students are.

CSA has come up with a few 
strategies to address concerns 
brought to light by the review. 
Rinere said at the CCSC meeting 
that CSA has given advisers in-
dividualized feedback based on 
student comments.

“They’re using that infor-
mation to craft their own pro-
fessional development plans,” 
Rinere said. “Some people need 
to be more approachable. Some 
people need to increase their 
knowledge base. Some need to 
learn more about study abroad.”

CSA also hopes to improve its 
communication with incoming 
first-years—at summer advising 
sessions and via email—to clar-
ify what they can expect from 
their advisers when they get to 
campus. 

In a related initiative, CSA 
will try to increase the time stu-
dents can spend with their ad-
visers during the New Student 
Orientation Program from 10 
minutes to 15-20 minutes. Rinere 
said that during NSOP, CSA ad-
visers meet with 1,600 students 
in four days.

Another goal for CSA is to 
better “manage the transition” 

for the 27 percent of students 
who change advisers, Dunn said. 
Rinere believes that CSA needs 
to do more to communicate to 
students that they can switch 
advisers.

“We’ve taken steps in place 
so students don’t feel shuffled,” 
Dunn said.

CSA recently started a peer 
advising program based on pre-
liminary results of the review, 
and the office is also looking 
into the possibility of a group 
advising system. Peer advisers 
will be trained in academic ar-
eas like the Core Curriculum and 
departmental resources.

CSA plans to hire four CC and 
four SEAS peer advisers.

“Talking to students can 
make a nice bridge to their ad-
viser,” Dunn said. 

Despite these changes, Alex 
España, CSA’s assistant dean 
and director community out-
reach, is happy with CSA’s cur-
rent services.

“We are a trusted and indis-
pensable source of knowledge 
and support for all students, 
but there is always room for im-
provement,” he said.

Sarah Darville contributed 
reporting.

yasmin.gagne
@columbiaspectator.com

CU has hired several firms with troubled pasts
EAGLE TWO from front page

After review, advisers get individualized feedback
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ADVISER IN CHIEF  |  Monique Rinere discusses the CSA review at Sunday night’s CCSC meeting.
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MOCK TRIAL TEAM: A HISTORY

to do even better next year, with 
Robb noting that the team has 
no graduating seniors. Eisner-
Grynberg has high expectations 
for next year as well.  

“The coaching staff is incred-
ibly excited to build on this year’s 
base towards our goal of bringing 
a National Championship home 
to Morningside Heights,” she said 
in an email.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Guerra, a Spectator news writ-
er, won for a painting of Sonya 
reading the story of Lazarus in 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s “Crime and 
Punishment.”

“I created the piece last year as 
a final project for Lit Hum—our 
teacher basically wanted some-
thing very similar to what the 
Core Scholars Program wanted,” 
she said. “I thought that a paint-
ing would be most fitting since I 
wanted an excuse to allocate more 
time to painting.”

Gurrera said that while she 
used to paint daily during high 
school, she had struggled to find 
the time for it at Columbia.

“I hadn’t painted in a long time, 
but having this opportunity to use 
my time to actively engage with a 
text that I really liked was a good 
thing,” she said. “There was noth-
ing to lose when applying.”

Raphael Peterson, GS ’12, 
and Lesley Thulin, CC ’14 and 
a Spectator A&E associate 

editor, earned honorable men-
tions. Peterson said that it felt 
good to be recognized as a “cre-
ative person.”

“I feel like there’s so much to 
get out of all the texts,” he said. 
“They almost require that you re-
spond in this way to engage in that 
dialogue.”

Thulin made a sculpture in 
response to a scene in Ovid’s 
“Metamorphoses” in which a 
flood annihilates the “corrupt 
majority.” Peterson composed a 
piece of experimental music that 
responds to the process of self-
discovery in Plato’s “Symposium” 
and “Republic.”

“I am a musician, so music is 
definitely my primary mode of ex-
pression,” he said. “That’s more 
or less it—I started working on 
that piece and then decided that 
it represented a lot of things I 
thought about throughout the 
Core Curriculum.”

Peterson said that focusing on 
a specific idea or passage was dif-
ficult for him.

“It’s challenging to figure out 
how to create something in re-
sponse to these texts,” he said. 
“How do you absorb all of these 
ideas?”

For Buchanan, a senior, the 
Core Scholars Programs offered a 
chance for her to reflect on all the 
time she had spent in Core classes.

“It was a nice way to look back 
and think about things I hadn’t 
consciously thought about,” she 
said. “It helped me to look at the 
Core more as a whole than just 
as a, ‘This is your reading for the 
week, do it.’”

Solomon felt that writing her 
poem helped her to connect with 
the Lit Hum texts on a different 
level than most students do.

“I didn’t look at them so ra-
tionally,” she said. “When I’m in 
class, I feel like I have to think 
about it in a certain way, but here 
I got to see the texts from a more 
emotional standpoint and connect 
with them personally.”  

jeremy.budd
@columbiaspectator.com

CORE from front page

Core Scholars engage with texts in unique ways

COURTESY OF LESLEY THULIN

DELUGE  |  Lesley Thulin, CC ’14, made a sculpture responding to the flood in Ovid’s “Metamorphoses.”

“I want us to have a huge 
Web presence with as much of 
what we do there on the Web for 
people to see,” he said. “Lectures, 
conferences, all those kinds of 
things—ideally even someday 
courses.”

But while the global center in 
Paris becomes more Eurocentric, 
Columbia students and faculty 
continue to show a fascination 
with Francophone studies. 

More Columbia students did 
study abroad programs in France 
than in any other country in 2010-
2011, and the fascination is mutu-
al—224 French scholars studied 
at Columbia last year, more than 
from any other European coun-
try. The large number of French 
students at Columbia is partially 
due to the Alliance Program, an 
agreement between Columbia 
and three French universi-
ties—the École Polytechnique, 
Sciences Po, and the Université 
of Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne—to 
encourage scholarly exchange.

And with Columbia students 
increasingly choosing to study 
in France, a faculty committee is 
pursuing the idea of offering Core 
Curriculum classes at the Paris 

global center that would connect 
to French culture and politics.

“The project that is most ad-
vanced at this point is in Paris,” 
Dean of Humanities Pierre 
Force said, referring to a project 
to bring the Core Curriculum 
to the global centers. He noted 
that Contemporary Civilization, 
Art Humanities, and African 
Civilization are three courses that 
professors might teach in Paris.

“We think that offering Art 
Humanities in Paris would pro-
vide us with many possibilities 
to take advantage of the local re-
sources, such as the local muse-
ums in Paris and trips to places in 
Paris to see art,” Force said.

Faculty members are also de-
veloping courses for the glob-
al center in Paris that relate to 
French and Francophone culture 
and history. They might start de-
veloping programs that address 
Francophone scholarly interests 
in West Africa, and the global cen-
ters office plans to open a global 
center in West Africa as well.

“Right now we are expecting 
to do some West African plan-
ning with the global center in 
Paris, partly because Paris and 
the French in general have very 
strong ties with West Africa,” 

Prewitt said. “Then it may be easi-
er to do it with France as our base 
of operations, at least until we can 
open an office there.”

But even as Columbia looks 
to strengthen its academic rela-
tionship with France through the 
global center and cultural house, 
that relationship is steeped in his-
tory—nearly 100 years’ worth, in 
fact. La Maison Française was 
founded in 1913, and it was “the 
first French academic and cultural 
center of its kind on an American 
campus,” Peer said. 

The cultural house was part 
of former University President 
Nicholas Murray Butler’s vision 
to make the campus more inter-
national a century ago. Butler also 
created Columbia’s first visiting 
professorships with France in 
1912, according to Peer.

By opening global centers, 
Columbia is in some ways con-
tinuing Butler’s tradition of in-
ternational education.

“I think there’s an orientation 
difference between globaliza-
tion and an international focus,” 
Peer said. “But still, it’s a con-
tinuous line of openness to other 
countries.”

melissa.vonmayrhauser
@columbiaspectator.com

LeClerc looks to link Paris center, cultural houses 
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to provide a fan bus to the game 
at Cornell. (Full disclosure: As 
managing editor, I sat on the 
editorial board when this piece 
was written.) Perhaps it was 
financially untenable, but build-
ing fan support behind any team 
that has a chance to win, not just 
the most popular or marquee 
teams, is what will really change 
the culture at Columbia.

While it is my hope every 
year that each team (especially 
the men’s basketball team) will 
win a championship, I realize 

that’s a tad unrealistic. What I 
do hope for next year and the 
years to come is that the ath-
letic department and whatever 
you would like to define as the 
Columbia community rally 
around the teams that have the 
best chance of winning a title 
and that their support helps 
bring a trophy (or several) home 
to Morningside Heights.

Michele Cleary is a Columbia 
College senior majoring 

in history. She is a former 
Spectator managing editor. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

the Light Blue may still earn 
an at-large bid to the tourna-
ment if they maintain or im-
prove their No. 45 national 
ranking.

“We’ll see how the cookie 
crumbles,” Goswami said. “It’s 
not in our hands anymore—we 
did what we had to this week-
end, so we’ll wait and see.”

Light Blue 
keeps Ivy 
title hopes 
alive

Too much emphasis on 
major sports unhealthy

TENNIS from back page

CLEARY from back page



Noam Chomsky published his first book on linguistics in 
1957, sparking the rise of generative linguistics and widespread 
study of linguistics as a discipline. Columbia had a linguistics 
program that rose with the popularity of the field in the ’60s, 
but later dropped off before being suspended in 1991. Today, we 
are left with no formal linguistic department. A program was 
started in the early 2000s, but a lack of funding and professors 
has precluded any possibility of the revival of a full department—
any student interested in linguistics suffers for it. As a recent 
news article highlights (“Linguists grapple with lack of a formal 
major, a blessing and a curse,” April 19), Columbia remains only 
one of two Ivy League schools that does not offer a linguistics 
major—the other is Princeton. How can Columbia deprive its 
student body of a formal major in an established academic field?

Offering a major means more than just allowing people to 
study a field. Formalizing a major legitimizes a discipline and 
brings it recognition. Currently, students interested in linguistics 
can still study linguistics, albeit through a roundabout proce-
dure of declaring an individual major. With a formal major, the 
University would be able to attract prospective students looking 
to study linguistics. Columbia might also produce more linguis-
tics majors, as students wouldn’t have to discover the individual 
track on their own.

More importantly, Columbia would be able to revitalize 
an important area of academics that is currently dormant. 
Students presently have to go elsewhere—specifically, New 
York University—to take classes in rare languages. We under-
stand that hiring experts in these narrow areas might be tax-
ing and inefficient. But as the two most prominent professors 
within Columbia’s linguistics program—Slavic languages pro-
fessors Alan Timberlake and Boris Gasparov—will soon retire, 
Columbia needs to reinforce the core of the program first. To 
allow a vacuum to exist following their retirement would be 
criminal to any academic standards this institution retains.

Revitalizing a linguistics program should not be a question 
of resources. Recently, Columbia College announced the forma-
tion of a new major, Medicine, Language, and Society, appar-
ently formed to cater to the premed crowd who really enjoyed 
Literature Humanities. Although the University already offers a 
number of courses that will count toward the major, a number of 
new ones are being specifically created for it. Clearly, resources 
are being allocated for that new major, just as they were for all 
of the new majors that have popped up in the last few years. If 
it had the will, Columbia would have no problem scrounging 
together the resources to build a program as academically es-
tablished as linguistics.

The issue goes deeper, though. The role of a university is to 
make it possible for us to study, not to hinder our academic pur-
suits. In a field as influential and deep-rooted as linguistics, there 
is no reason for Columbia not to pave the way to a formal major 
and eventually a full department. We should not have to worry 
about making this happen from a financial standpoint—money 
should exist to serve ideas, not the other way around. From the 
student perspective, academics should remain an unimpeded 
pursuit, and it is Columbia’s responsibility to make that happen. 
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My freshman year is almost over. The 
realization came at a most inop-

portune moment, as I watched a video of 
a squirrel eating a lemon in the late hours 
of a Thursday night. That evening was 
one of the slowest, and sweetest. After 
dinner, I planned all the assignments I 
would start early. Not about to start too 
early, I meandered into conversations 
about anything and everything with a 
friend. We watched the colors of the sky 
settle into placid pastels, and the low rays 
of the sun caress the top of buildings on 
campus and Morningside alike. Fixating 
on an ever-lengthening horizon, it was easy to cease the 
flow of words and stop.

Stopping was unthinkable in September.
There was an unnamed something about orientation 

week that forbade not being in constant motion. The 
moments I did not spend meeting new people seemed 
wasted. One of my many high school graduation cards 
read, “try not to spend college in your room!” I took this 
to heart. In fact, my expectations of a magical first week 
were such that I was terrified of being alone at all. I 
didn’t want to ruin it, whatever it was.

It’s worth mentioning that I hated orientation week.
I often woke up with a buzzing feeling of nervousness. 

I went through my days second-guessing my actions, 
wanting to recapture my words after they had escaped 
me. I ceased to carry a sketchpad, but pulled out my 
cellphone as soon as I even had to walk to my classes by 
myself. I was increasingly helpless before the contacts 
that just wouldn’t evolve into friends. Most of all, I felt 
distinctly unlike myself.

Months later, I realized the problem was that I wasn’t 
feeling at all. Or rather, that I hadn’t allowed myself to 
think about what I felt, even though I had been warned.

Before I left and when I could still reach for my dad’s 
hand, he urged me to sit down and reflect as much as 
possible. At the time, I was infatuated with the possibili-
ties of never-sleeping city lights, and the deep discovery 
of other human beings. Who has time to sit down in New 
York City, after all? Who in his right mind can choose 
thoughts over actions?

It goes without saying that I was wrong. In my de-
fense, it isn’t common to value a night in solitude over 
one spent at a party, especially in the throes of freshman 
year. But in affirming that, what type of behavior are we 
defending? At times, I found myself preferring the com-
pany of people I didn’t like. When we turn our attention 
inward, there is no place to hide. Thinking alone is like 
playing chess against yourself. You can’t help but antici-
pate the next move—it’s impossible to win.

But it’s also impossible to lose. Too often, we relegate 
solitude to a corner with negative connotations like being 
antisocial or self-absorbed. There is a time and place for 
everything. Spending a couple of hours lost in thought 
will always lead to more meaningful interactions than 
texting someone and pretending to know them.

It’s not just about richer relationships with others. 
Reflection is the root of creativity, and new ideas. Perhaps 
a lack of aimless thinking is the reason there doesn’t seem 
to be much to discover anymore. A cycle of cynicism and 
impatience with our own thoughts separates us from the 
childish and simple excitement of arriving at our own 
conclusions.  

I slowly slipped back into my skin after I reassured 
myself there was nowhere I needed to run. Whether be-
cause I grew wiser or lazier, I stayed in my room to write 
letters or doodle in the margins of my notes more and 
more. Soon enough, it was acceptable, and even respect-
able, to watch videos of squirrels eating lemons, and 
think about the inevitable passage of time.

 
Cecilia Reyes is a Columbia College first-year. She is on the 

board of the Artist Society. Reyesing Expectations runs 
alternate Mondays.

Finding solitude

Reyesing 
Expecta-
tions 

CECILIA 
REYES 

Talking majors

BY OLIVIA LANSDALE

In the spirit of “Take Back the Night,” I’d like to share a 
secret. I, for a long time, doubted the event’s ability to make 
a difference. The following is an account of how I came to 
understand what it really is: an invaluable tool for the eradi-
cation of rape culture.

The idea of marching was what bothered me most—what 
did they expect people to learn about a cause as self-evident 
as “anti-rape?” I thought of Gay Pride parades. “Parading” 
didn’t seem like too much of a stretch for the women from 
one of TBTN’s organizing student groups I saw the week 
before, carrying a giant prosthetic phallus around in Lerner. 
I cringed trying to imagine a TBTN rallying cry (“We’re here, 
we’re hurt, stop looking at us?”). So when I saw a flier in 
Hamilton decrying the event for buying into the politics of 
victimhood, I was galvanized; it seemed more real than the 
women I’d seen distributing starry “Night” T-shirts like coun-
selors at a summer camp.

As a self-identified feminist, I alarmed myself by think-
ing of those women so condescendingly. I decided, then, to 
search for the root of my annoyance by attending the event. 
I wouldn’t march, but I’d listen afterward.

Initially I was disappointed. Lots of people’s phones were 
out, and the door was constantly slamming. The set-up also 
frustrated me: why did the room have to be dark when the 
speakers were already hidden? Why was the stereo system 
arranged so their voices seemed ubiquitous, inescapable? 
There was something cultish about it, the whole auditorium’s 
murmuring “We support you,” in unison periodically. And, 
like a giant morbid slumber party, everyone was huddled 
in blankets. Was it a bonding experience, hearing strangers 
lick their wounds?  

No. Discomfort was the point. Hearing the words, the 
breaths, the sobs of the speakers amplified. Finding myself 
in the dark, crouched centimeters away from strangers, be-
ing exhausted—all heightened my sense of vulnerability. I 
felt everything more acutely.

When I was first invited to the event, I’d mistakenly regis-
tered it as an accusation that I didn’t know how to take care of 
myself. That instinct, along with my overeager reaction to the 
flyer from Hamilton, is a textbook symptom of “rape culture.”

In my wariness of those most eager to discuss rape, 
I perpetuated a pernicious facet of rape culture—the no-
tion that sexual violence is an unsuitable topic for public 

consideration. Like a bad rash, it’s something you should 
keep between yourself and whoever helps you.

Late in the event, one woman said she was once groped on 
the subway. She went on to explain that more than that ex-
perience, what upset her were the reactions of those around 
her—people were simply surprised it hadn’t already hap-
pened, since it happens to everyone.

Suddenly I thought of all the women I knew with simi-
lar stories. They too stayed quiet during their violation. I’d 
always chalked that up to shock, but this speaker made me 
see the subconscious choice involved. It hinged on the very 
quality I had wished upon the TBTN promoters: reluctance 
to draw attention to yourself. Why make a fuss when it’s 
not like you can step off the train the instant he stops? By 
that logic, why report incidents in the Columbia/Barnard 
community? You can’t just flip a switch and never see your 
assaulter again.

So here’s what “spreading awareness” means. It’s not just 
teaching people not to rape or providing a checklist of sce-
narios to avoid. It’s identifying the aspects of assumptions 
about assault that are inaccurate and unfair.

I wish I could share quotes to illustrate the power of the 
event, but that would be its own kind of violation. All I can 
say is that before I went back to my dorm, I spent a silent 
moment at the microphone. Standing there, I felt something 
like reverence. In that spot, a number of brave individuals 
had performed what must have been an immensely difficult 
task. And the most powerful part is, none of them were alone. 
TBTN, I support you.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring 
in creative writing and sustainable development. She is on 
the editorial board of the Consilience Journal for Sustainable 
Development. 

Tug of war with ‘the night’

BY GISELLE BORESTA

Last Friday, April 12, Barnard’s administration decided to 
cut the physical education requirement from two semesters to 
just one. The decision was made in light of Barnard’s “financial 
constraints,” which are very real, and reflect a trend with the 
administration that indicates that our little campus will be the 
site of much change within the next five years. Assuming that 
a cut absolutely had to be made somewhere, I think there were 
better means of administering the necessary cutbacks.

Firstly, the two-semester physical education requirement 
was an integral part of the Nine Ways of Knowing. Emphasizing 
the whole self, the Nine Ways should include a physical educa-
tion requirement because exercise provides so many physical, 
mental, and emotional benefits. It may be interesting to consider 
the fact that the physical education requirement has changed 
considerably, though.

Generations back, the requirement was six semesters, and 
then reduced to four, then two, now only one semester. This 
cut is unfortunate. However, going forward, if Barnard wants 
to maintain the integrity of the Nine Ways, it should be sure not 
to do away with this requirement completely.

Another reason to oppose this move by the Barnard adminis-
tration comes to mind in light of the national health scene. With 
the growing unhealthiness of the general American population 
and the trend toward obesity, it is a little sad that this require-
ment is taking the fall for this semester’s round of changes. 
Perhaps it will start dialogue among students about the need 
to take responsibility for one’s own personal health—but less 
time in the gym (or studio) usually means more anxiety and 
stress that can affect the whole student body. The two-semester 
requirement was Barnard’s way of ensuring students strived 
for a healthy lifestyle—now the onus is more on the students 
than ever. Hopefully they will follow the American trend of not 
exercising only rarely.

My personal experience with the physical education require-
ment was that it forced me to re-enter ballet classes after I had 
stopped dancing for a year and a half. I doubt I would have cho-
sen to take ballet again without the requirement, and I certainly 
could have tried another dance form, but the requirement gave 
me that extra little push to get back in the studio. Although I 
disliked receiving a grade and having it count in my GPA, it also 
forced me to attend class and really put in the effort. Now that 
the requirement is reduced, I doubt I will take dance again. 
Perhaps I am missing out on another important experience, but 
with my double major and various other requirements, it does 
give me a bit of breathing room that I certainly appreciate. For 
me, there also was a lot of personal value in reconnecting with 
ballet and with maintaining physical health that would have 
been lost without the requirement.

While I do not approve of the changes that have been made, 
this one seems to be inciting very little backlash and touches an 
area that students feel rather indifferent toward. However, I 
encourage students to start thinking of the other ways they may 
be affected in the future, especially considering the programs 
and opportunities that may be revised, if not cut. This alteration 
highlights a communication issue between administration and 
students, which is a continuation of last semester’s decision to 
eliminate part-time tuition.

Another example of communication issues between students 
and administration is the shut down of the swimming pool be-
neath Barnard Hall. Students undoubtedly had mixed feelings 
on the issue. Barnard does want to take students’ sentiments into 
consideration and works closely with the Student Government 
Association to do so, but there must be more communication 
between the general student body and the administration. There 
are many changes coming, Barnard students, so make sure that 
you keep in touch with what is going on around here.

The author is a Barnard College sophomore majoring in 
economics and French language and literature.

Cutting back on P.E.

STAFF EDITORIAL

I perpetuated a pernicious facet of 
rape culture–the notion that sexual 
violence is an unsuitable topic for 
public consideration. 

ben swetland
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BY SAM KLUG

“All right, guys. Ideas.” So began nearly every 
meeting of my two semesters on Spectator’s 
editorial board. Walking up the cold, marble 
stairs to the Spec office on a Tuesday night or 
a Sunday afternoon, I would rack my brain for 
that elusive object, that spark that would light 
10 minds on fire for a brief hour. 

“All right, guys. Ideas.” College brings us to-
gether, not only so we can learn from our profes-
sors, but also so we can learn from each other. 
The ethos of the editorial board is exactly the 
same. Every one of us is meant to have an idea. 
Ten ideas may not be better than one—it’s gen-
erally a bad idea to try to fit 10 ideas into one 
article, although JUST YOU TRY AND STOP 
ME—but having 10 committed voices makes it 
much more likely that we can find that one good 
idea. Learning from each other, moreover, means 
learning that we’re sometimes wrong. Columbia 
doesn’t do a great job of keeping us humble, gen-
erally. But being forced to have your ideas and 
opinions challenged by nine other students, 
twice a week, can have that effect. I’m reminded 
of the moment, in the midst of a heated debate, 
when one of my editorial board colleagues began 
his sentence, “When I was in Fallujah … ” Oh, 
right. It turns out we have a lot to learn from 
each other, if we’re forced to listen.

“All right, guys. Ideas.” What makes an idea 
worthwhile for this paper? Sometimes the idea 
is big, broad, philosophical: “solitude” was a fa-
vorite of one colleague. Sometimes it’s small, 
narrow, meticulous: the F@CU budget process, 
for instance. The one requirement, of course, 
is that it be “Columbia relevant.” This need for 
“Columbia relevance” is a constant thorn in the 
side of a Spec writer or editor. It’s the most com-
mon admonition I’ve heard as an opinion col-
umnist, sports columnist, and Spectrum opinion 
blogger (the other Spec hats I’ve worn). In a way, 
it seems so antithetical to what college is sup-
posed to be about: our classes take us to other 
continents and other centuries; our lives lead 
us across the city, the country, and the world; 
our ideas span such broader spaces than this 
campus. But the blue boxes where Spec is deliv-
ered each day tell us that what we are reading 
is “the newspaper of Morningside Heights and 
Columbia University.” It’s great to read Plato, 
or to travel to India (or even Brooklyn!). But 
it’s just as important, too, that we come back to 
our quirky community. Spec, at its best, is truly 
a campus newspaper, keeping us grounded in 
the space between (and just outside) our gates.

What does it mean to write a campus news-
paper? And why do we bother? It’s really a 
narcissistic endeavor, at first glance. We’re 
“just” college students, after all—immature, 
impatient, selfish. But in that “just” lies our 
potential. Sometimes our impatience is exactly 
what’s needed to stir a passive administration 
to action. Sometimes our immaturity human-
izes the structures that threaten to suck the life 
out of this place.

Over the last two years, I’ve gained more 
and more respect for the mission of a campus 
newspaper. We operate in a tremendously hi-
erarchical and often unaccountable institu-
tion. Little information is shared with us, and 
our input counts for even less. Many of us go 
through weeks and months without giving any 
thought to the decisions that shape our lives 
here. Without paying attention, the life of the 
school can easily pass us by.

But if we don’t write Columbia, the stories will 
still happen. They will happen to our financial 
aid packages, our Core Curriculum, our admin-
istration. They will not appear in print with a 
student’s name in the byline. They will not show 
up in those blue boxes every morning. But they 
will still happen, and we just might not know it. 
If we don’t write Columbia, someone else will. 

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in history. He was an opinion columnist, opinion 
blogger, sports columnist, and member of the 135th 
editorial board.

Writing Columbia

Senior Columns Former Spectator staff share their experiences and thoughts before graduation.

BY CAROLINE BLOSSER

Like the elephant in the room, only bluer and 
more massive, there’s a Big Ass Blue Whale at 
Columbia. Many of us have felt the blue whale: 
the isolation, brokenness, and discontent, in the 
torn holes in the hearts of our undergraduate 
community, and the neglect, disconnect, and 
even cruelty in our interactions (or lack there-
of ). My initial response to this Columbia Blue 
was to withdraw. I had many great adventures 
in the city, falling in love quickly and madly 
with New York the way others fall in love with 
actual people. But on campus I remained a si-
lent observer, a passerby, and a stranger.

There are still some days that I feel like a 
stranger here. For various reasons, I’ve often 
felt like some constant visitor trying to pass 
herself off as one who belongs, but in reality, I 
was like a fish out of water, or a hippo in a hot 
air balloon, which is to say, a bit out of place.

So it is with great gratitude, affection, and 
amusement that today I truly call Columbia home.

Reflecting back, I still see all the shades of 
Blue. Some are silly and meaningless and have 
already been forgotten. Others are more seri-
ous: dark moods and depression, loneliness, 
loss. Failures so destructive that they tore down 
entirely who I thought I was. And, most regret-
fully, there are wrongs I did to others. But if I 
am to talk about brokenness on this campus, it 
is only for the sake of healing, not despite the 
Blue but through it, and for the affirmation of 
joy and wellness that we may every day become 
a kinder and greater community of scholars 
and friends. 

It’s quite a long story, but in the hour of my 
greatest need and least deserving, I encoun-
tered something at Columbia, something so 
contrary to so much in elite academia, indeed 
in much of our world. And it changed my life, 
and caused me to stop running away from cam-
pus and instead turn to face that Big Ass Blue 
Whale toe-to-toe (if whales have toes). I joined 
the conversation on community at Columbia, 
and began my journey writing about these is-
sues for the Columbia Daily Spectator. It’s all 
very absurd, and beautiful, and humbling when 
I think about it, that I, a silent stranger and a 
serious loner, would start publicly advocating 
for fellowship and community. And all because 
of the thing I encountered here, the thing that I 
rediscovered, which was grace—grace and the 
meaning of friendship.  

Indeed, Columbia has become for me the 
place where I fell in love with grace, the place 
where I rediscovered the lives of others. I’ll 
still be leaving a little bit wounded, but faithful 
are the wounds of friends. So as the years go on 
and the dust beings to settle and we embark on 
the lifelong journey of unraveling everything 
that happened here, I hope we look back with 
affection and joy and humility and a sense of 
wonder and magic. I’m glad the journey was 
difficult—but I’m even gladder I didn’t have to 
do it alone. For all things will eventually pass 
away: our degrees, our accomplishments, our 
intellect. What matters are the people we meet 
and the relationships we have with them.

It’s my time for moving on, and, since I’m no 
stranger to cheesiness, I hope you’ll oblige me 
as I leave with these last cheesy tidbits: Not all 
that is true makes sense, and not all that makes 
sense is true. Knowledge is power, wisdom is 
better, and wonder is best—even still, I’d rather 
have friends. What a gift you’ve all been, each 
one of you. I only hope I’ve given back. So I say 
goodbye with this hope and prayer that wher-
ever you fare, you’d fare well, whether here or 
there, near or far, fare well my friends, wher-
ever you are. Farewell.

The author is a Barnard College senior majoring in 
ancient history. She was an opinion blogger.

The wayfarer’s 
farewell

BY NEIL FITZPATRICK

I was never a very good opinion editor. I joined 
Spectator as an associate editor during orienta-
tion week freshman year. I was young and shy and, 
at that point, knew about five people on campus. 
Recruiting articles was difficult. I also had minor 
philosophical issues with the idea of college op-
eds (kids posing as experts, producing content for 
content’s sake, etc.).

So, after a year and a half, I took the only logi-
cal step for someone who had questions about the 
very act of opinion writing, and became an opinion 
writer. I had a column called Excuses and Half-
truths. I told myself that the title was a nod to my 
status as a reluctant commentator. In reality, it 
was just a nonsensical reference to a song I liked. 
But, like a lot of “good” opinion writing, it had the 
illusion of meaning. 

Then, spring of my sophomore year, a smart 
kid named Thomas Rhiel spearheaded the cre-
ation of Spectrum. I wrote the first opinion post 
on Spectrum, which I’m proud of, though I can’t 
remember what it was about. Eventually, I quit my 
column gig and became a full-time blogger. 

Blogging is my real legacy at Spec. (Legacy is 
probably too strong a word. Let’s say blogging is 
my real schmegacy at Spec.) For almost two years, 
I wrote once or twice a week about topics rang-
ing from smoking bans to Spicy Specials to eleva-
tor etiquette. I enjoyed it, but the requirement to 
produce content so frequently meant there were 
times when I was writing things I half-believed 
or half-cared about (I would like to apologize for-
mally here for my two-plus posts that consisted 
entirely of haiku). I quit blogging, too, before this 
semester started, feeling like I had less to say than 
ever before, like my heart wasn’t in it. 

And that’s my three and a half years at Spec. If 
I sound cynical and disillusioned it’s because, at 
one point, I was. A lot of Spec seniors use these 
columns to talk about the incredible relationships 
they formed in the office. As a writer, I was nev-
er in the office. The other day I met—for the first 
time, in a bar—a former managing editor who had 
once sent me daily emails. And though I certainly 
met terrific people/friends in my time at the pa-
per (Amin, Caroline, Daryl, Derek, Elaine, Emily, 
Paula, Rebekah, to name a few), I was never a real 
“Speccie.” 

Yet half a year after quitting the paper, my dis-
illusionment has turned to appreciation for what 
Spec gave me. For one, it gave me a voice. Dozens 
(hundreds?) of blog posts and columns helped me 
find a personal style, sense of humor, etc. My voice 
came to me through a forced process of trial and 
error (thank you, editors, for sending me threat-
ening emails to turn in my posts, for making me 
throw words at the proverbial wall until some-
thing stuck). 

It also gave me an odd kind of courage. I’ve been 
called an idiot (and much, much worse) on the 
Internet more times than I care to remember. I found 
that my work both on and off the Internet got a hell 
of a lot sexier, sharper, and more meaningful once I 
stopped paying attention to comments and started 
writing for myself or for the audience I wanted. 

Most of all, though, Spec helped me figure out 
the kind of writing I really wanted to be doing. 
I came into Columbia thinking I wanted to be a 
journalist. Four years later, I’m headed to Colorado 
State to get an MFA. I’ve realized that there’s noth-
ing wrong with opinion writing—I just want to 
write fiction. 

I’ve landed in a medium that lets me work at 
my own pace, that lets me do work that always 
excites (even as it frustrates) me, and that lets me 
throw out entire stories if they’re no good. I’ve 
found work that makes me happy. And some of 
the credit for that find belongs to Spec. So thank 
you, Columbia Daily Spectator. Thank you to all 
my editors, to my friends, and to anyone who ever 
read my posts or columns (even if you hated them). 
It’s a season of lasts. This is the last time my byline 
will appear in Spec. I don’t know if that means 
anything to anyone else, but it means a lot to me. 
So again, thank you.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in creative writing and East Asian studies. He was an 
associate editorial page editor for the 133rd volume, 
and an opinion blogger.

No more excuses, no more half-truths

BY CLAIRE STERN

One of the biggest perks of being a journalist is 
that you can score press credentials for events that 
you might not otherwise get the chance to attend. 
Even though Spec is in the same city as some of the 
world’s most renowned publications, being based 
in Manhattan still puts it on the map. Spectator 
serves not only the Columbia community, but also 
the greater Morningside Heights area. A lot of peo-
ple in this city know Spec’s name and what a great 
paper it is, which is probably why, when I applied 
for a press pass for The Creators Project launch 
event, I actually got it. 

For those who haven’t heard of it, The Creators 
Project is a global arts initiative created by VICE 
and Intel to support visual artists, musicians, and 
filmmakers, and encourage them to “create.” The 
New York launch promised an impressive lineup 
of live bands: Interpol, M.I.A., and Sleigh Bells, to 
name a few, as well as artwork from all over the 
world. I had to get a ticket. When I arrived that 
day to pick up my press pass with my friend Julia, 
a writer for The Eye, I couldn’t be more excited. 
After we surveyed the artwork and threw back a few 
deliciously fruity (and free) drinks, it was time for 
the music. (I actually planned to cover this event for 
Spec, but it didn’t end up happening. Sorry guys!)

While my friend and I were waiting for the first 
band to come on, we spotted another friend from 
Columbia who then worked at VICE. As my friend 
talked to him, I talked to his co-worker, who was 

to attend the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism 
in the fall. The first thing he asked me was how I 
nabbed a ticket to the event (the only reason he was 
allowed to be there was because he promised to help 
carry flat-screen TVs into the space), and when I 
brought up Spec, we quickly struck up a conversa-
tion about journalism and writing. The two of us 
spent the majority of that night talking, laughing, 
and listening to music. We’ll have been dating two 
years this summer. 

Obviously Spec isn’t just about getting into 
swanky events and meeting guys (although Speccest 
is an actual thing), but the journalists in the world, 
the curious people that love getting out there, ex-
periencing new things, meeting new people, and 
creating great work, are the people you encounter 
at Spec.  

When I arrived at Barnard, I knew I wanted 
to join Spectator (I was editor in chief of my high 
school newspaper and hoped to attend Columbia 
Journalism School after graduation), but I didn’t an-
ticipate meeting so many new and exciting friends—
in and through the publication. Out of all the things 
I did at Columbia, Spec was by far the most eye-
opening and influential.  

Since joining Spec in the first semester of my 
freshman year, my curiosity has led me to places I 
probably wouldn’t ever have gone if not for the pur-
poses of a story. Everyone knows Spec is a close-knit 
community: Like me, everyone is a writer, insatiably 
curious about what’s going on around them. Some 
of the best times I’ve had in college can be attributed 
to Spec, where I’ve been in the company of others 
who are passionate about creating stories to service 
Columbia University and beyond. Speccies are the 
true creators out there, and I can’t wait to see what 
they come up with next.  

The author is a Barnard College senior majoring 
in English. She was a news beat chief for the 133rd 
and 134th volumes, a deputy arts and entertainment 
editor for the 135th volume, and an arts and 
entertainment columnist. 

Columbia’s creators

If I sound cynical and 
disillusioned it’s because, at 
one point, I was.

I hope we look back with 
affection and joy and humility 
and a sense of wonder and 
magic.

Obviously Spec isn’t just about 
getting into swanky events and 
meeting guys.

What does it mean to write a 
campus newspaper? And why 
do we bother?

APRIL 23, 2012 						      EDITORIAL & OPINION PAGE 5

yuma shinohara



PAGE 6 		          CLASSIFIEDS	 		  	 APRIL 23, 2012

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive 
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender 
and relational issues. Sliding scale. 
Free consultation. CIGNA accepted. 
Psychology Today. Near CU campus. 
csilver@brooklyn.cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.
UNWANTED CLOTHES PICK-UP

Door-to-door pick-up of you unwanted 
/gently used clothes and small items. 
Prompt, reliable, inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

UPPER WEST SIDE—104 St. Walk 
to CU or MSM. Share large apt with 
single professional. Have own spa-
cious furn double room and private 
bath. All utils, cable, internet, Wifi in-
cluded. Fresh bedding and towels 
provided. Doorman bldg. All ameni-
ties. Safe, perfect for non-smoking 
grad student or working professional. 
Long-term preferred. $1400/mo (neg). 
Call Elaine at (212) 222-4357 (pm). 
erwechsler@yahoo.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net
SPANISH, BASQUE, OR SPANISH/ 
Filipino egg donor needed. We are a 
loving couple who seek the help of a 
woman who is attractive, kind, healthy, 
w/dark brown hair and brown eyes. If 
you have a desire to help, please con-
tact our representative at info@aper-
fectmatch.com or call 1 (800) 264-
8828. $15-$20K + expenses.

 
WEB DESIGNER NEEDED to update/ 
beautify an existing website for a cen-
tral Harlem restaurant at an hourly 
rate. Please call John at (917) 731-
1539 or email badhorsepizza@veri-
zon.net
WANTED: COMPUTER programmer 
with skills in app design for startup 
company making medical apps. Col-
laborate with faculty member. Please 
submit resume to dcw4@columbia.
edu

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $375K. Neil (646) 
373-5545 or (April 1-15) Frank (212) 
865-3631 x213.

APARTMENT TO SHARE
Responsible person to share fully furn, 
beautiful apt in central Riverdale. Rea-
sonable rent, includes utils and ca-
ble. (917) 617-0405.
115 ST—50 MORNINGSIDE DR, apt 
53. Open House Sun, April 22, 1-2:30 
pm. 6 room, 1.5 baths, 1100 sq ft. 
Renov, great view. $1.151M, maint 
$1439. No brokers. (917) 721-7453.
BEAUTIFUL 1 BR CO-OP for sale near 
CU. Open house Sun, April 22, 1:30-
3 pm. Contact Efraim at (924) 6030 
efraimz@kwnyc.com or Shimmy (646) 
812-3545 shimmyv@kwnyc.com for 
more info. KWNYC-Brokers.

1 BR CO-OP FOR SALE
90 LaSalle St. Beautiful and spacious 
apt in excellent condition with balco-
ny and view of Hudson River. Located 
in Morningside Gardens. Large win-
dows, 6 closets, hardwood floors. 24-
hour security, gym. 4 blocks north of 
CU. $349K. Pics avail on Zillow.com 
Hillary (917) 439-6781.
SUBLET: COZY STUDIO NEAR CU 
campus. 5/14/12-8/10/12, flexible on 
dates. $1400/mo. No undergraduates. 
No smokers or pets please. Contact: 
inyourdreamspc@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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by the numbers

8
24
6

Total number of earned runs 
surrendered by Columbia’s four starters 
this weekend

Career home runs for junior left 
fielder Dario Pizzano after this week-
end—he’s just one dinger shy of Gene 
Larkin’s Columbia career record

Number of different Lions that 
knocked in runs in Saturday’s 
nightcap

ivy standings
W L PCT

Cornell 13 3 .812
Princeton 10 6 .625
Columbia 9 7 .562

Penn 7 9 .438
Dartmouth 11 5 .688
Harvard 7 9 .438
Brown 5 11 .312
Yale 2 14 .125

ivy schedule

Game ball goes to senior righty Pat 
Lowery, who got the win in Friday’s 
series opener. Lowery surrendered 
just one unearned run in six innings 
of work while striking out four 
Tigers.

game ball

Freshman Robb Paller had one of the 
best games of his young collegiate 
career on Saturday, going 2-4 while 
driving in two runs in the opener.

new guy

VS. 
YALE
3/31

1 P.M. W 3-1
3:30 P.M. W 3-0

VS. 
BROWN

4/1
12 P.M. L 3-4
2:30 P.M. W 

14-6

AT 
HARVARD

4/7
12 P.M. W 4-3
2:30 P.M. W 

10-1

AT 
DARTMOUTH

4/8
12 P.M. W 4-3

2:30 P.M. L 3-11

AT CORNELL
4/14

12 P.M. L 1-2 
(8 INNINGS)

2:30 P.M. L 0-3
4/15

12 P.M.  L 4-5
2:30 P.M. W 5-1

VS. PRINCETON
4/21

1:30 P.M. W 4-1
4 P.M. L 2-5

4/22
1 P.M. W 8-7

3:30 P.M. W 8-5

AT PENN
4/27

12 P.M.
2:30 P.M. 

VS. PENN
4/28

12 P.M.
2:30 P.M.

The Lions managed to go 3-1 this 
weekend against defending Ivy 
League champion Princeton.

taking down 
the champs

Junior Alex Black strained 
his hamstring in game one on 
Friday and did not play for the 
rest of the weekend.

injury report

“I was looking all fastballs be-
cause that guy had a lot of walks 
on the year, he was throwing a lot 
of fastballs,” Rumpke said. “I got 
ahead 3-1, fouled one off, and got 
another fastball that I hit in play.”

After another four-pitch walk 
to reload the bases and with 
Crucet at the plate, Fagan un-
corked a fastball that sailed all 
the way to the backstop, allowing 
Ferraresi to dive into home with 
the game-winning run.

The Lions’ bats carried the 
momentum into game two. 
Columbia rallied for five runs in 
the first three innings. Eight of 
the nine Columbia starters had 
at least one hit in the game, as 
Crucet was a home run shy of 
the cycle.

“The scouting report said they 
were going to be in the zone,” 

Crucet said. “By the fourth game, 
we were used to seeing the ball in 
the zone, our coach was telling 
us to be aggressive. That’s what I 
did, saw the ball in the zone, got 
good bat on it, I got lucky.”

After cutting the deficit to 
8-5, Princeton got the tying run 
to the plate in the ninth inning 
after an error and a walk. But 
freshman David Spinosa induced 
a double play to quell the threat 
and earn his fourth save of the 
season.

By winning three games 
against Princeton this weekend, 
the Lions put a serious crimp in 
the Tigers’ hopes of repeating as 
champions, since the Tigers now 
need to win all four games against 
Cornell next weekend in order to 
reclaim the division crown.

“It’s always good to beat the 
defending champs,” Boretti said. 
“To get it here at our home field 
and take it to them, it’s good.”

The Light Blue (12-29, 6-10 Ivy) split its weekend series with Princeton (14-27, 8-8 Ivy). 
In the first game of the series, freshman pitcher Brooke Darling allowed only two hits 
after the first inning. Darling exited the game with the score tied at one in the bottom 
of the seventh inning. With two outs, junior outfielder Christie Taylor laid down a sac-
rifice bunt to drive in the winning run, and the Lions took the first game, 2-1. Princeton 
came out strong in the nightcap, scoring two runs in the first, and won the game, 3-2. In 
the third game of the series, Darling pitched seven innings, allowing only two runs, but 
the offense did not provide any run support, managing only five hits in the 2-0 loss. The 
Light Blue won the final game of the series off of a three-run home run from freshman 
catcher Liz Caggiano. Boosted by Caggiano’s fifth homer of the season, the Lions won, 8-2.

—Hahn Chang 

The Lions (2-12, 0-7 Ivy) will finish the season winless in conference play after a 10-3 
setback against visiting Harvard (8-6, 4-2 Ivy). Junior midfielder Danielle Tetreault 
struck twice early to put the Crimson up by two, but sophomore midfielder Camille 
Richardson and senior midfielder Taylor Gattinella answered for Columbia. Although 
Harvard came out of the break only up by one, it scored seven unanswered goals before 
freshman midfielder Katie Angulo scored the final tally of the match with a little more 
than seven minutes to play. The Crimson held a large 42-16 shots advantage and took 
12 of 15 draw controls. The Light Blue will finish its season Saturday at Virginia Tech.

—Muneeb Alam 

It was a rough weekend for Columbia. Both the heavyweight and lightweight squads 
had disappointing results in their respective races this weekend. In Boston on Saturday, 
the heavyweight varsity eights dropped their third-straight cup race when they lost the 
Doc Lusins Trophy to Boston University. The Terriers finished in 6:02.8, seven seconds 
better than the Lions’ 6:09.8. Syracuse, who was challenging Boston for the Conlan Cup, 
bested both teams with a time of 6:01.7. The freshman eights also finished in third. The 
lightweight squad competed twice this weekend, losing both the Geiger Cup on Saturday 
and the Subin Cup on Sunday. In Boston on Saturday, Cornell (6:11.4) beat out the Light 
Blue (6:18.6) and MIT (6:41.4) in the varsity eights race. Columbia also came up short in 
the second varsity eights and freshman races. The next day in Hanover, N.H., the varsity 
eights fell again by a narrow margin, finishing 6.2 seconds behind Dartmouth with a time 
of 5:39.6. While the second varsity eights also fell to the Big Green, the freshman squad 
defeated Dartmouth’s boat by just 0.7 seconds.

—Michele Cleary 

The Lions (13-6, 4-3 Ivy) fell to Princeton 5-2 on Friday and defeated Penn 6-1 at home 
on Sunday in their last weekend of spring competition this season. The Light Blue ended 
the season with its best overall record and first winning Ivy League record in team his-
tory. Junior Nicole Bartnik ended the year with a perfect 7-0 record in the Ivies. The 
Lions fell behind early against Princeton on Friday after getting swept in doubles. Only 
Bartnik and sophomore Iani Alecsiu pulled out wins against the Tigers in singles play. 
The Lions got off to an early 1-0 lead over Penn on Sunday after winning the doubles 
point and went on to win five straight singles matches to clinch the win. With the win 
over the Quakers, the Lions have secured a third-place finish in the league, their best 
ever in the Ancient Eight.  

—Caroline Bowman

Columbia notched 16 top-10 finishes between two meets this weekend, showing its 
strength in both running and field events. At the Larry Ellis Invitational, the women 
controlled the 5,000-meter run, with juniors Emily Lanois, Caroline McDonough, and 
Claire Buck taking fourth, fifth, and sixth, respectively. At the War Eagle Invitational, the 
women’s side dominated the field events. Senior Monique Roberts captured first place 
in the high jump, junior Uju Ofoche took fifth in the long jump, and freshman Nadia 
Eke finished just behind Ofoche in the long jump to take sixth. Eke also took third in 
the triple jump. The men had an impressive finish in the 800-meter run, as junior Liam 
Tansey and freshman Connor Claflin finished third and fourth, respectively.

—Melissa Cheung

The Lions finished third at the Navy Spring Invitational this past weekend in their final 
competition before the Ivy League Championships next weekend. After an excellent first 
round that saw Columbia end Saturday in second place, the Lions struggled to adapt to 
the stormy weather that plagued Sunday’s play. The Lions’ score of 314 in second round 
was 22 strokes higher than their first round score. Penn boasted the only squad that did 
not have its score increase dramatically on Sunday. The Quakers finished first, 13 strokes 
ahead of the Light Blue. Junior Michael Yiu and sophomore Jordan Lee led Columbia 
by tying for 13th, while sophomore Andrew Kim and senior Brendan Doyle finished in 
a tie for 20th place. Junior Ford Fischer rounded out the Lions lineup by tying for 66th.

—Josh Shenkar

sports briefly

women’s tennis

lightweight rowing

heavyweight rowing

Columbia	       2
Princeton	       5

Finished second of three 
versus MIT and Cornell

Finished second of two 
to Dartmouth

Columbia	       6
Penn		         1

scoreboard

lacrosse
Columbia	       3
Harvard	         10

women’s rowing

track and field

Third out of three at 
Dunn Bowl 

Competed in Larry Ellis 
Memorial Invitational and 
in War Eagle Invitational 

men’s golf
Third place in Navy 
Spring Invitational 

baseball

softball

men’s tennis

Columbia	         4
Princeton	        1

Columbia	      2
Princeton        	 1

Columbia      	 6
Princeton    	     1

Columbia	        2
Princeton        	 5

Columbia	        2
Princeton	        3

Columbia	      7
Penn		      0

For the second year in a row, the Lions struggled at the Dunn Bowl in Ithaca, N.Y. The 
varsity eights started strong, holding the lead over the first half of the 2,000-meter race, 
but the Light Blue lagged behind in the second half. No. 10 Brown and No. 14 Cornell 
took advantage of the change in pace, finishing ahead of Columbia by 10.5 and 8.2 sec-
onds, respectively. The second varsity eights finished second, only 2.2 seconds behind 
the Bears. Meanwhile, the varsity fours finished third, 20.5 seconds behind the Big Red 
and 10.3 seconds behind Brown. Up next for the Lions is the Ivy League Championship 
in Camden, N.J. on Sunday, May 13.

—Alison Macke

women’s tennis

track and field

men’s golf

men’s rowing

women’s lacrosse

softball

women’s rowing

Finished third of three 
behind Boston Univer-
sity and Syracuse

Columbia	       8
Princeton	       7

Columbia	       8
Princeton	       5

Columbia	       0
Princeton	       2

Columbia	       8
Princeton	       2

BASEBALL
 from back page

2 8-run outbursts propel 
Lions to Saturday sweep

ZARA CASTANY / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SOUTHPAW SPEER  |  Sophomore lefty David Speer picked up a no-
decision, allowing three earned runs in four-and-one-third innings.



BY STEVEN LAU
Spectator Staff Writer

Two strong wins this weekend 
capped off the men’s tennis team’s 
Ivy League season and positioned the 
Lions for a possible NCAA tournament 
bid.

The No. 45 Light Blue (18-4, 5-2 Ivy) 
dominated Princeton (12-12, 3-4 Ivy) in 
a 6-1 home win on Friday before finish-
ing the season with a 7-0 sweep of Penn 
(10-10, 2-5 Ivy) on Sunday.

“We felt really good,” head coach 
Bid Goswami said. “We had two good 
wins in the end—too bad last weekend 
didn’t turn out how we wanted.”

Columbia’s two losses to Yale and 
Brown last weekend dropped the Lions 
to second place behind the league lead-
er, No. 24 Harvard, forcing the Lions to 
win the rest of their matches to stay in 
title contention.

Friday’s match began promisingly 
when the Light Blue took the doubles 
point against Princeton. The Lions’ 
lead was quickly extended, thanks to 
freshman Ashok Narayana’s 6-0, 6-1 
win in the No. 4 singles spot, signal-
ing the trend of the day.

The only match that the Tigers took 
from the Lions was in the No. 1 singles 
spot, where senior Haig Schneiderman 
fell to junior Matija Pecotic in two sets, 
6-3, 6-4.

Columbia carried its momentum 
into Sunday’s match in Philadelphia, 
Pa., where it blanked the Quakers, 
7-0. The only match the Lions lost the 
whole day was in the No. 3 doubles 
spot, where junior Cyril Bucher and 
sophomore brother Tizian Bucher 

fell in a tiebreaker.
Freshman Winston Lin contin-

ued his success, winning in the No. 
1 singles spot, 6-4, 6-2. Lin finished 
the season undefeated in Ivy play and 
with a 21-1 singles record overall.

Despite his recent four-match 
skid, Schneiderman rallied back 
against Penn freshman Jeremy Court 
in the second and third sets, earn-
ing a win in his final Ivy match and 
completing the sweep of the Quakers.

Goswami stressed the role 
Schneiderman and classmate Rajeev 
Deb-Sen played as the team’s co-cap-
tains this year.

“More than anything else, I feel we 
owe the two captains a lot,” Goswami 
said. “They’ve been really good this 
whole year, especially with the fresh-
men, and I can say they’ve been two 
of the best captains I’ve had in my 
30 years.”

With its two wins, Columbia main-
tained its second-place position, 
a half-match behind the Crimson. 
The Lions still have a chance for the 
title, but their fate is in the hands of 
Harvard and third-place Dartmouth.

If Harvard loses to Dartmouth 
next Saturday, then the Ivy title 
will be split three ways between 
the Crimson, the Big Green, and the 
Light Blue.

Because the Lions defeated 
Harvard and Dartmouth head-to-
head during the season, the Lions 
will earn the bid to the NCAA tour-
nament in the case of such a tie.

But even if Harvard does not lose, 

BY RYAN YOUNG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia baseball came into the 
weekend hoping to get revenge against 
the defending champion Tigers, who 
won three out of four at Princeton last 
year and knocked the Lions out of play-
off contention. The Light Blue did just 
that, as Columbia (17-22, 9-7 Ivy) took 
three out of four to put Princeton (17-17, 
10-6 Ivy) on the brink of elimination.

Friday saw the two teams split a 
doubleheader, with a 4-1 Lions victory 
in game one and a 5-2 Tigers victory in 
game two.

Columbia got on the board right 
away in game one, behind doubles by 
senior third baseman Jon Eisen, junior 
outfielder Nick Ferraresi, and junior 
third baseman Alex Black, grabbing 
a 2-0 lead. Black would later pull his 
hamstring trying to beat out a dou-
ble play ball in the fourth inning, and 
was not able to play for the rest of the 
weekend.

“That was good to see us coming out 
swinging and being aggressive against 
Mike Ford, who’s a quality arm,” head 
coach Brett Boretti said.

Senior righty Pat Lowery was im-
pressive on the mound, pitching into 
the seventh inning without allowing 
an earned run and striking out four. He 

had to deal with a tight strike zone, but 
despite four walks, Lowery induced a 
lot of ground balls to work out of a cou-
ple of bases-loaded jams.

“I felt pretty good today,” he said. “I 
had good defense behind me, I was a 
little wild, but I got under control and 
my pitches were working.”

The Lions added two insurance 
runs in the sixth inning, including one 
on junior left fielder Dario Pizzano’s 
third home run of the year, which 
moved him one away from tying the 
all-time Columbia record of 25 career 
home runs.

“He threw me a slider that hung 
over the plate and I just put my bar-
rel on it, put a good swing on it, and it 
went,” Pizzano said.

Both Columbia junior pitcher Tim 
Giel and Princeton junior righty Zak 
Hermans were dominant at the start of 
the nightcap. The Lions struck first in 
the fourth inning, when Ferraresi, fol-
lowing an intentional walk of Pizzano, 
hit a two-run double to right center. 
But Hermans was able to escape a bas-
es-loaded jam to end the threat, getting 
junior second baseman Nick Crucet to 
hit into a double play. Hermans and 
Tigers’ senior reliever Ryan Makis did 
not allow another run for the rest of 
the game.

“I think he was just doing a really 

good job of mixing his pitches, and 
throwing them all for strikes,” Eisen 
said. “So it just was tough trying to get 
a good pitch to hit.”

Meanwhile, Giel struck out sev-
en, while allowing no walks and two 
earned runs in 5 2/3 innings. Trailing 
2-1 heading into the sixth, Princeton 
rallied for two runs after an error on a 
routine ground ball by Crucet allowed 
the leadoff man to reach. Outfielder 
John Mishu followed with an RBI 
double on the very next pitch and 
with two outs, catcher/first baseman 
Tyler Servais singled him home to put 
Princeton on top, 3-2, for good.

Even though the Lions were elimi-
nated from winning a division title by 
Cornell’s win early on Saturday, their 
bats came to life as they scored eight 
runs in both games.

The next day, game one got off to an 
inauspicious start for the Light Blue, 
as it committed three errors in the 
opening inning, allowing Princeton to 
score three runs on just one hit. But 
Columbia battled back, scorching five 
doubles off junior Matt Bowman to 
take a 4-3 lead.

“I think with Bowman, we were ag-
gressive, he’s a guy who likes his fast-
ball, likes to come at you and we were 
aggressive with that,” Boretti said.

Sophomore pitcher David Speer 

struggled with his control over his 4 
1/3 innings of work, but he struck out 
six and only allowed three earned runs.

“Dave grinded it—he didn’t have 
his best stuff today,” Boretti said. “We 
kicked the ball early on him, that defi-
nitely didn’t help things.”

After the Tigers scored a run in each 
of the third and fifth innings to tie the 
game at five, freshman designated hit-
ter Robb Paller delivered his second 
RBI double of the game in the bottom 
of the inning to retake the lead for the 
Lions. Princeton recovered to tie the 
game on an RBI single by Mishu in the 
sixth inning and took its first lead since 
the first inning on a two-out RBI dou-
ble by Blake Thomsen that landed just 
out of Ferraresi’s reach in right-center 
field in the seventh.

But the Lions would come back 
once again in the bottom of the final 
inning. After allowing a leadoff single, 
Bowman was relieved by sophomore 
Michael Fagan, who walked Pizzano 
and Ferraresi to load the bases with 
nobody out. After a Paller strike out, 
senior center fielder Billy Rumpke 
grounded a fastball into center field for 
a base hit to tie the game, even though 
Pizzano was cut down at the plate try-
ing to score the winning run.

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TIZMANIAN DEVIL  |  Sophomore Tizian Bucher won both his matches this 
weekend and his victory over Princeton in the No. 6  spot clinched the win for CU.

Columbia picks up wins over Princeton, Penn in final weekend 
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Lions go 3-1 against defending Ivy champion Tigers

After four years, 
nearly 200 

articles, and count-
less hours spent 
watching Columbia 
athletics events, 
my sportswriting 
career is coming to 
an end. This is the 
final installment of 
my column, and the 
final chance I’ll have 
to ramble on about 
Columbia sports. 
So I’m going to say this: It is time for 
Columbia teams to start winning Ivy ti-
tles and it is time for the athletic depart-
ment to start supporting the programs 
that have a shot at winning—even if they 
aren’t the most popular sports.

“You mean teams should try to win?! 
Duh!” you might be thinking, or “It’s not 
that easy,” or “Four years and that’s the 
best argument you can come up with?” 
But please, hear me out. While our job 
in the sports section is to objectively 
cover the Light Blue, we’re also some 
of the Lions’ biggest fans and defend-
ers. Just look back through old sports 
columns or ask the editors how hard 
it is to get us to write something that 
doesn’t promise our readers that things 
are getting better, we’ll get that Ivy title 
next year! For example, take a look at 
the graphic accompanying the Nov. 17, 
2011 sportscast, which shows that while 
none of our fall teams won Ivy titles, as 
a whole, Columbia had one of the top 
seasons in the league. 

It is certainly true that across the 
board, the Lions have improved tre-
mendously over the past four years. 
Men’s soccer went from finishing 2-5 
in the league in 2008 to coming within 
one goal of the title back in November.  
Women’s volleyball was winless in con-
ference play four years ago, but Coach 
Wilson’s squad finished third in a com-
petitive title race this fall.  Field hockey, 
swimming and diving, tennis, baseball, 
cross country, and wrestling have all 
seen a fair amount of success over the 
past four years, too, and people have 
noticed. Athletic Director M. Dianne 
Murphy and her staff should be praised 
for both making our programs more 
competitive and for drawing more fans 
to events than I could have imagined 
four years ago.

That being said, nothing puts butts in 
seats like winning. Nothing gets people 
talking about Columbia sports like a 
team winning the Ivy title, regardless of 
which team that is. After the women’s 
track and field team won Indoor Heps, 
I overheard people in my Music Hum 
class discussing it—people whom I had 
never seen at games or heard talking 
about Columbia sports before. 

I am certainly not trying to take 
anything away from what the other 
programs here have achieved or say 
that it doesn’t matter that men’s soc-
cer was this close or that field hockey 
had a chance to win the title. Both of 
those teams had great seasons and I 
think anyone with a passing interest in 
Columbia sports knows that. But that’s 
precisely the point. The only people 
who really notice this improvement are 
people who already care about the Light 
Blue. To draw in a new audience, to 
combat the omnipresent sports apathy 
on our campus, more trophies need to 
make their way to Morningside Heights.

While it would probably take a 
championship in men’s basketball or 
football to really get the whole cam-
pus buzzing about sports, every little 
bit helps. And while men’s basketball 
should have a fair shot at the Ivy title 
in 2013, it will probably be a few years 
before football comes close. Therefore, 
the athletic department should focus 
its marketing efforts on some of the 
“smaller” sports as well, especially 
those that have a shot at winning. When 
it was clear that the men’s soccer team 
would have a chance at winning the 
championship, Spectator’s editorial 
board called for the athletic department 

CU athletics 
should support 
all contenders

It is time for the athletic 
department to start 
supporting programs 
that have a shot at 
winning—even if they 
aren’t the most popular 
sports.

I Can See 
Cleary 
Now

MICHELE
CLEARY
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FERRARESI MAKES IT LOOK EASY  |  Junior right fielder Nick Ferraresi went 3-3 with a double, a RBI, and two runs scored in Friday’s game one win over Princeton.

SEE BASEBALL, page 7

SEE MEN’S TENNIS, page 3SEE CLEARY, page 3
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