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Columbia Daily Spectator 

At the Columbia Goes Global 
Conference on Wednesday, the 
word “globalization” took a 
beating.

“I’ve really come to hate the 
word ‘globalization,’” Barnard 
President Debora Spar said. 
“Everyone throws it out all 
the time, and I don’t think 
there’s ever any agreement 
what they’re actually talking 
about when they talk about 
globalization.”

University President Lee 
Bollinger has spent the last 
few years pushing Columbia 
to “go global,” and the confer-
ence was billed as a discussion 
of how the University can best 
execute those plans. Panelists 
agreed that it is important for 
Columbia to create a more 
global presence, although they 
had different opinions about 
what that should mean.

Columbia has already 
opened global centers in 
four cities—Amman, Beijing, 
Mumbai, and Paris—and sev-
eral more are on the horizon 
in Chile, Kazakhstan, Brazil, 
Turkey, and Kenya. Vice 
President for Global Centers 
Kenneth Prewitt said centers 
in Nairobi and Istanbul should 
open in the fall, with the center 
in Santiago, Chile, to follow in 
the spring.

The conference, held in Low 
Library, featured three pan-
els—one with professors, one 
with students, and one with 
Spar, Columbia College Dean 
Michele Moody-Adams, and 
School of General Studies Dean 
Peter Awn.

Moody-Adams stressed that 
Columbia must balance its 
role in New York City and its 
emerging global presence.

“The institution that hopes 
to be global … will always at the 
same time be local,” she said.

Spar added that globaliza-
tion must be viewed as hav-
ing both an “export” model, 
in which America takes its 
educational institutions else-
where, and an “import” model, 
in which America learns from 
the rest of the world. She said 
the U.S. might now be leaning 
toward the latter.

“There was a long period of 
time in which we as Americans 
presumed that we would al-
ways be the dominant car 
manufacturer, the dominant 
television manufacturer,” she 
said. “We never thought that 
we would become an import 
in those sectors.”

Spar highlighted vari-
ous initiatives Barnard has 

undertaken to increase its 
global presence, like hosting 
international symposia—in-
cluding one in South Africa last 
month—and maintaining its 
Visiting International Students 
Program, which brings foreign 
students to study at Barnard for 
a semester.

One visitor from Japan said 
that in other countries, the 
word “globalization” is often 
seen as a euphemism for “inva-
sion” by the English-speaking 
world. Teachers College alum 
Michael Rand, who attend-
ed the conference, said that 
Columbia has to work to com-
bat that perception.

“I think clearly they have 
to … say up front and show 
through their actions, maybe 
through marketing tools, what-
ever, that they’re in it to create 
relationships of equals,” Rand 
said.

In addition to the three pan-
els, Victoria de Grazia, the in-
terim director of the Columbia 
Global Center in Paris, spoke 
about the University’s new 
Global Scholars program, a 
ramped-up study abroad ex-
perience. The program will 
take students abroad for eight 
months rather than the tradi-
tional semester, and students 
will work with professors ex-
tensively on research. It will be 
tested for the first time at the 
Paris global center this fall.

“It is Columbia in a different 
country,” de Grazia said, adding 
that the University is eager to 
play a larger role in the experi-
ences of undergraduates who 
choose to go abroad.

Some students who attend-
ed the conference said they 
were enthusiastic about the 
new program, but others were 
unsure whether undergradu-
ates would want to spend more 
than one semester abroad.

“I was surprised that there 
weren’t more options for study 
abroad in France when I was 
looking, and I would definitely 
have liked to see more,” said 

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Staff Writer

The elevator hasn’t worked 
for months, but that’s only one 
of the complaints residents 

have at what was once the 
Pennington Hotel.

The former hotel—one of 
many single room occupancy 
buildings on the Upper West 
Side—now houses permanent 

residents and about 50 home-
less men as part of a transi-
tional shelter operated by 
Volunteers of America and the 
New York City Department of 
Homeless Services.

According to residents of the 
168-unit building at 316 West 
95th St., the owner has been 
neglecting maintenance to fo-
cus on profit-making schemes 
for years. The city forced him 
to stop operating the building 
as an illegal hotel in 2007, and 
DHS moved in a few months 
ago to operate the transitional 
shelter. After a brief period of 
improvement, residents said, all 
the former problems—includ-
ing broken elevators, roaches 
and bedbugs, and lack of secu-
rity—have returned.

“Even though we had been 
talked about and written about, 
everything went back to nor-
mal,” said one resident who has 
lived at the Pennington since 
the 1990s, referring to media 
coverage surrounding the hotel 
in 2007. “He has been trying to 
come up with one venture after 
another.”

Fearing eviction, residents 
asked to remain anonymous, 
but they said conditions at the 
Pennington have become un-
bearable. According to records 
from the city’s Department of 
Buildings, no violation was is-
sued after a Feb. 1 complaint 
stating that the elevator in the 
seven-story building had been 
out of service since Dec. 14, 
2010. 

A resident of the transition-
al shelter said that the owner 
promised to have the elevator 
operable by March 15, but it’s 
still undergoing repairs.

“Historically, SRO tenants 
face a lot of harassment at the 
hands of their landlords on the 
Upper West Side,” said Marti 

Weithman, director of the 
Goddard Riverside SRO Law 
Project, which provides or-
ganizing and legal services to 
tenants of SRO buildings on the 
Upper West Side.

Weithman said the Law 
Project, one of several pro-
grams run by the Goddard 
Riverside Community Center, 
has been working with tenants 
at the Pennington to resolve 
the problems they have with 
their living situation.

As for the owner’s decision 
to bring the homeless shelter 
into the building, “It wasn’t 
cool that he didn’t OK it with 
the tenants that are already 
here,” said one resident, who 
described herself as having 
lived at the Pennington for a 
“long time.”

The owner did not respond 
to multiple requests for com-
ment. DHS also did not re-
spond to requests for informa-
tion about the building. 

A resident of the transitional 
shelter said there are two secu-
rity guards there 24/7, but the 
longtime resident said there 
are times when she doesn’t see 
security around, usually late 
at night—which is also when 
people often crowd the steps 
outside the entrance.

According to the shelter res-
ident, the environment there is 
generally safe, and most of the 
people housed in the transi-
tional facility are working or 
receiving disability or unem-
ployment benefits.

“It’s not like there’s a fight 
in there every day. It’s sporad-
ic,” he said, adding that some 
fights are inevitable because 
some of the single occupancy 
rooms house two people.

But when fights do break out, 

Bollinger, Spar, deans
take on ‘going global’
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SRO CONCERNS  |  Pennington residents say that the owner 
routinely neglects maintenance to pursue financial ventures. 

CAROL KIM FOR SPECTATOR

PANEL POLITICS  |  Dean Peter Awn, Dean Michele Moody-
Adams, and Barnard President Debora Spar spoke on Wednesday. 

HIGH TIMES
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SYNCHRONICITY  |  Students take a study break to watch the classic The Dark Side of Oz, 
which syncs up Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the Moon” with the 1939 film “The Wizard of Oz.”

BY ABBY MITCHELL 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

What do you do if you can’t 
plant a tree? If you’re Alicia 
Barksdale, president of the 3333 
Broadway Tenants’ Association, 
you get some planters.

There are no trees on 135th 
Street between Amsterdam 
Avenue and Broadway, leaving 
the block austere and bleak. 
When she approached Million 
Trees NYC, an organization that 
plants new trees across the city, 
she learned that a complex sys-
tem of pipes and cables under-
ground makes growing plants 
nearly impossible on her block.

She wants to install 35 plant-
ers, with at least 15 on each side 
of the street, which she hopes 
will revive both the streetscape 
and residents’ morale.

“Not only would it make our 
street look better, more beautiful, 
but it’s all about getting the com-
munity involved in something,” 
Barksdale said. “They would help 
with the planting and everything. 
I really believe that people would 
take care of the block much more 
if they literally planted some-
thing or made something.”

Jasmin Marinara, a 3333 res-
ident, said she is confident the 
neighbors would take care of the 
plants if needed.

“Years back, the area by 
Riverside was not developed. 
We all got together and planted 
tulips,” Marinara said, adding 
that the flowers are still there. 
“It would make the neighbor-
hood much nicer, keeping the 
space clean.”

Barksdale began fundraising 
for the project last Monday by 

SEE HOTEL, page 2

Co-sponsored by Barnard and 
Columbia Health Services, the 
documentary film “Very Young Girls” 
was screened last night as part of the 
ongoing Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month.

Film raises awareness 
of sexual assault

This unconventionally-titled French 
film tells the story of a Sengalese 
woman who takes a job as a 
governess in a French family.

Buell Hall, 7:30-10 p.m.

In her first year of collegiate golf, 
freshman Michelle Piyapattra leads 
the Lions in almost all statistical 
categories. She has two first-
place finishes in her last three 
competitions.

Freshman sensation

WEATHERA&E, PAGE 3 OPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

57°/ 40°

Tomorrow

52°/ 45°

Residents fed up with landlord at former illegal hotel

Block may 
blossom with 
locals’ effort

La Noire de ...

Panelists offer differing views 
on academia and globalism 

Don’t evaluate your life by its 
tragedies.  

Another one bites the 
dust 

Science and art go hand in hand. 

The art of Bohr

SEE GLOBAL, page 2

“The institution 
that hopes to be 
global … will always 
at the same time be 
local.”

—Michele Moody-Adams, 

Columbia College dean

SEE TREES, page 2
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Still work ahead for Columbia lacrosse

BY TREVOR COHEN
Spectator Staff Writer

Manhattan College may have 
had a bad trip to the Upper West 
Side a week ago, but it was the 
Jaspers who were riding high af-
ter their doubleheader rematch 
against the Lions yesterday. A 
week to the day after Columbia 
ended the team’s NCAA-high 
10-game winning streak in an 
ad hoc midweek makeup con-
test last Wednesday, Manhattan 
secured its vengeance with a 
dominant two-game sweep at 
Baker Field. 

“Not a very good day of base-
ball,” head coach Brett Boretti 
remarked, after his team fol-
lowed a 7-2 loss to start the day 
with a 6-0 shutout to end it. “We 
need to get geared up and ready 
to go for the weekend.”

He was referring, of course, 
to the upcoming four-game set 
against league-best Princeton, 
currently three games ahead 
of Columbia in the Lou Gehrig 
Division. After Wednesday’s 
performance, Boretti said that 
the Lions have some work to 
do if they want to make the 
most of the pivotal intra-league 
matchup.

“We put ourselves in a posi-
tion that we couldn’t dig our-
selves out of,” Boretti said of 
Columbia’s play against the 
Jaspers. “I think that there’s a 
lot of stuff we need to fine-tune 
before we play again.” 

Missed opportunities were 
the theme of game one for the 
Light Blue, which left 11 men on 
base in the seven-inning contest. 
Manhattan got on the board first, 
with two runs in the second in-
ning on a squeeze bunt and a 
throwing error from sopho-
more Nick Ferraresi in right 
field. A leadoff double off the 
bat of senior Nick Cox and RBI 

single from junior Jon Eisen cut 
the lead in half an inning later, 
though, and the Lions had their 
big opportunity to go in front in 
the fourth.

Columbia seemed to have 
Manhattan reliever Dan 
Feinberg’s number, after rookie 
starter Jared Hirschberg had 
kept the Lions in check through 
the first three frames. Upon 
entering the game to begin the 
fourth inning, Feinberg promptly 
hit junior Alexander Aurrichio, 
yielded a single to sophomore 
Nick Crucet, put both runners 
into scoring position with a wild 
pitch, walked rookie shortstop 
Aaron Silbar on four pitches, and 
went to a 3-1 count on freshman 
catcher Enmanuel Cabreja. 

As quickly as the opportunity 
materialized, though, it ended 
even more abruptly. After foul-
ing two pitches off, Cabreja hit 
one back to Feinberg on the 
mound to start a 1-2-3 double 
play, keeping the tying run off 
the board. Cox then grounded 
out with runners on second and 
third to end the inning. 

Manhattan scores in each of 
the last three innings shut the 
door to a Lions victory. 

The Jaspers scored first 
again in the second game, off se-
nior southpaw Max Lautmann. 
Manhattan center fielder Mark 
Onorati doubled on the first 
pitch of the game, and scored 
a play later on a ground ball to 
first base. Columbia loaded the 
bases again in the second inning 
with two outs, but again came 
up empty when Ferraresi struck 
out looking. Manhattan tacked 
on two in the fourth and three in 
the fifth, while its starter, Scott 
McClennan, pitched a complete 
game seven-inning shutout to 
give the Jaspers their second 
win on the day. 

The leadoff double from 

Onorati in game two carried 
more misfortune for the Lions 
than just handing them an early 
deficit. After chasing the ball 
in right-center, senior center 
fielder Nick Cox had to leave 
the game with an injury, likely a 
flare-up of the pulled hamstring 
that bothered him earlier this 
month. While it did not appear 
to be severe—he walked off of 
the field without assistance—any 
limitations for Cox would deal 
a serious blow to the Light Blue 
at a crucial point in the season. 
The co-captain leads the team 
in runs scored out of the leadoff 
spot and is, according to Boretti, 
the best defensive center fielder 
in the league. 

While it is true that the mid-
week nonconference games 
Columbia plays have no real im-
pact on their record, as an NCAA 
bid depends only on their Ivy 
League play, Boretti in no way 
views them as inconsequential.

“They’re extremely signifi-
cant. They’re as significant as 
the conference games, in my 
mind,” Boretti said. “I know 
we have a 20-game conference 
schedule, but you can’t ap-
proach weekend games any dif-
ferent than midweek. If we’re 
doing that, we’re flat wrong. 
I don’t care if it’s a Tuesday 
or Wednesday or Saturday or 
Sunday. There shouldn’t be any 
difference.” 

Be that as it may, the Lions 
hope to see some difference in 
their play this weekend against 
the Tigers. The fate of their sea-
son hangs in the balance.

A new week and a different result for 
the Lions against Manhattan College

The Light Blue lacrosse team started yester-
day off with a bang.

After winning its first home Ivy League 
match in the history of the program against Yale 
on Friday, the Lions (4-8, 1-4 Ivy) continued 
their success as they traveled to Lewisburg, Pa., 
to take on Bucknell (3-12). Columbia won the 
match 16-7 after an explosive first half that saw 
it leading the Bison 10-1 at the break. This was 
the team’s third consecutive win of the season.

The Lions scored early, with freshman at-
tacker Paige Cuscovitch putting Columbia 
on the scoreboard less than two minutes into 
regulation. The Bison tied it up two minutes 
later, but senior attacker Gabrielle Geronimos 
found the net again after another five minutes 
of play to give the Light Blue a lead it would 
maintain for the rest of the game. The Lions 

maintained their scoring throughout the half. 
The offensive surge during the first half saw 
junior midfielder Kelly Buechel, sophomore 
attacker Kacie Johnson, senior attacker Emily 
Kager, and sophomore midfielder Olivia Mann 
all notch at least one tally.

The Lions continued to light up the score-
board during the second half. Bucknell tried 
to chip away at Columbia’s lead, but the Light 
Blue refused to allow it to close the substan-
tial gap it had created. Almost every time the 
Bison scored, the Lions responded with a goal 
of their own.

Mann led the Light Blue with five goals, and 
Geronimos contributed four tallies. Junior goal-
keeper Karlee Blank ended the day with four 
saves.

—Rebeka Cohan 

LACROSSE

Another win for Columbia on road, against Bucknell
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last in the league with an 0-5 
record, but it’s still impressive 
that the Light Blue was able 
to completely own another 
Ivy League team like that. 

Despite all of that, though, 
one win is still just one win. If 
the Light Blue want to prove 
that this is a turning point for 

the program, it’ll have to win 
at least one more conference 
game this season—prefer-
ably against a team that has 
actually won another confer-
ence game itself. While the 
program isn’t going to turn 
around overnight and start 
winning Ancient Eight titles 
anytime soon, it has to start 
somewhere.

Two wins in one season 
may not seem like a lot, but it 
would be a starting point, and 
it might be enough to make 
the front page again.

Michele Cleary is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in 
history. She is Spectator’s 

managing editor. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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security isn’t always effective, a 
friend of the resident said.

“There was an argument 
between two residents,” the 
friend said. “The security 
guards didn’t know what to do. 
One called the police.”

One resident said unsani-
tary conditions and question-
able security have led some 

tenants to move out recently, 
which Weithman said is often 
an SRO building owner’s goal.

“It’s very common for us to 
see, in a number of SRO build-
ings, landlords cutting off heat 
and water or shutting down 
an elevator in order to force 
residents out,” she said, add-
ing that city contracts can be 
more lucrative.

The low rent keeps 

people from moving or speak-
ing out against the owner of 
the Pennington, but conditions 
aren’t getting any better, said 
the resident who has been living 
in the building since the ’90s.

“At the end of the day, we are 
collateral damage,” she said. 
“It’s just been one crazy circus 
freak show.” 

gina.lee
@columbiaspectator.com 

Frequent maintenance problems at SRO

Hannah Klain, CC ’13, who will 
be spending part of her junior 
year in France. “Eight months is 
a long time, though, so I don’t 
know if I would want to do that.”

John Kenney, CC ’13, 
who will spend next semes-
ter in Australia, added that 
Columbia’s extensive require-
ments would make an eight-
month study abroad program 
hard to schedule.

“It’s difficult to add a 

semester abroad to a schedule 
that’s already full with a major 
and the Core,” Kenney said.

Only 24 percent of Columbia 
students currently choose to 
spend time abroad, and the ma-
jority leave for no more than 
three or four months.

Most of the panelists said 
they were optimistic about 
Columbia’s prospects for be-
coming a global university, 
but Aaron Liskov, CC ’11—who 
sat on the panel moderated by 
Bollinger—sounded a note of 

skepticism.
Liskov said after the con-

ference that while it’s clear 
the University has to adapt 
to become more global, he is 
not sure how it should do so. 
He added it is important for 
Columbia to determine how 
exactly the global centers will 
affect undergraduates.

“It’s very easy to see why 
global expansion is so appeal-
ing,” he said, “because globaliza-
tion is just such a popular term.”
news@columbiaspectator.com 

Panelists say Columbia must tread cautiously 

HOTEL from front page

GLOBAL from front page

launching a website and reach-
ing out to local officials for their 
support. The website is run 
through ioby.com, which sup-
ports sustainable fundraising 
projects in the city by matching 
every dollar raised.

The current budget for the 
135th Street Beautification 
Project is $3,240, including 
the cost of equipment and the 
planters themselves. According 
to the project’s page, the 3333 
Broadway Tenants’ Association 
has raised $40 so far.

The planters will likely be 
self-watering, with a holding 
tank inside to catch rainwater.

“We want to get the self-wa-
tering ones so that it would be 
less of a hassle for the commu-
nity,” Barksdale said. “It all de-
pends, though, because they’re 
more expensive.”

Once enough money has 
been raised, the project will 
seek approval from Community 
Board 9 and then begin plant-
ing. Barksdale is hopeful that the 
trees will be in place by the fall.

But not all residents see the 
trees and planters as a good in-
vestment, given the economic 
climate.

“I don’t think trees are a pri-
ority. Our view is great, we have 
the river, so we don’t need trees,” 
resident Helena Darwin said. “If 

any money at all is going to any-
thing in this building, it should 
be to the elevators.”

According to Darwin, one 
of the two elevators in 3333 
Broadway has been broken for 
weeks, forcing residents to wait 
or walk.

Other residents, like Martha 
Lara, said they are excited to 
hear that there may soon be 
trees in the neighborhood.

“Having trees will lighten up 
the area,” Lara said. “If other 
neighborhoods get trees, why 
not us?”

Karla Jimenez contributed 
reporting.

abby.mitchell 
@columbiaspectator.com 

Resident hopes to bring additional trees to 135th
TREES from front page
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TREELESS HORIZON  |  Residents hope to change West 135th Street’s current lack of vegetation.



Documentary opens eyes to sex tra≈cking
BY GARNET HENDERSON

Spectator Staff Writer

The average age of entrance into prostitution 
in the United States is 13 years old. That’s legally 
too young to consent to sex.

This, among other harsh realities, is the sub-
ject of the 2008 documentary “Very Young Girls.” 
On Wednesday, April 20, Barnard and Columbia 
Health Services’ Sexual Violence Prevention and 
Response Program co-sponsored a screening of 
the documentary at the Diana Center Event Oval. 
The event was part of ongoing programming for 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

“Very Young Girls” provides an eye-opening 
and honest look at sex trafficking and commercial 
sexual exploitation in the streets of New York 
City. Many of the young women who tell their 
stories in the film were as young as 12 or 13 when 
they were forced into prostitution. They reveal 
stories of extreme manipulation and abuse, and 
cameras follow them closely as they struggle to 
escape “the life.”

But there is also an uplifting aspect to the 
documentary. Much of the film focuses on Girls 
Educational and Mentoring Services and its 

CAROL KIM FOR SPECTATOR

EYES OPEN  |  The April 20 screening of “Very Young Girls” was part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 
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Freshen up recipes with spring produce 

Chocolate-Covered Strawberries 

Strawberries come mostly from Florida and California. Though they are in season 
January through November, peak season is April through June. Making chocolate-
covered strawberries is pretty intuitive, but there are a couple of tricks to prevent 
burning the chocolate and to make the presentation more aesthetically pleasing. 
While it is possible to melt the chocolate by microwaving it or simmering it in a 
saucepan over low heat, more ambitious cooks can try creating a makeshift double 
boiler. Place the chocolate in heatproof bowls and hold them over a saucepan of 
simmering hot water. This will melt the chocolate slowly and carefully without 
searing or burning it. Dip the strawberries in the semisweet chocolate, place on a 
pan covered with wax paper, and drizzle with white chocolate for a zigzag design.

6 ounces semisweet chocolate, chopped
3 ounces white chocolate, chopped
1 pound strawberries with stems (about 20)

Spinach Quiche
Quiche is surprisingly quick and easy to make, especially when using store-bought 

crust, and spinach is the perfect quiche ingredient. While spinach is technically in 
season year-round, its quality varies with climate, being better in summer and fall in 
cooler areas and fall through spring in warmer areas. Quiches and savory pies can be 
fancy, but simple ones involve combining eggs, cheese, and a vegetable, then dump-
ing them all into a crust. The bitterness of spinach complements cheese particularly 
well. Depending on the strength of cheese preferred, students can use Monterey 
Jack or Parmesan on the milder end, and sharp cheddar, Gouda, or goat cheese on 
the stronger end.

To begin, saute the onion with some butter in a skillet, add the spinach, and cook 
until dry. Next, sprinkle the dry cheeses across the bottom of the pie crust. After adding 
the spinach mixture, cover it with a combination of eggs, cottage cheese, salt, pepper, 
dill weed, and nutmeg. Lastly, cook the quiche at 375 degrees for about 50 minutes.

1 10-ounce package frozen spinach
1 9-inch frozen pie crust
½ cup each two kinds of cheeses, grated
½ cup cottage cheese
4 eggs
1 onion chopped
Pinches of dill weed, nutmeg, salt, and pepper

Tzimmes
Tzimmes is a traditional Passover dish that lightens up a big meal of meat and 

green vegetables. While Tzimmes looks more like an autumnal dish due to its deep 
orange color, apricots just begin to come into season in late spring, which is usu-
ally when Passover falls on the Gregorian calendar. If they’re tangy and sweet, they 
bring out the more subdued flavors of the sweet potatoes and carrots. Some tzimmes 
dishes involve mashing the vegetables into a puree, while some are made with more 
cooking liquid, like salted water, and turn out soupier.

This recipe is chunky yet soft and sweet—a happy medium between the two 
extremes. Simply combine all of the ingredients in a large pot, bring to a boil, and 
then cover and let sit over low heat until the vegetables are tender, about an hour.

1 pound carrots, peeled and diced
2 parsnips, peeled and sliced
6 medium-sized sweet potatoes (about three pounds)
½ cup pitted dried prunes
½ cup dried apricots
1 cup orange juice
¼ cup honey
Salt and pepper to taste

SEE DOCUMENTARY, page 6
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—Catherine Rice



BY DAVID BOWLES

I was deeply offended by the recent op-ed by Alaa 
Milbes and Dina Zbeidy, “The Politics of Tokenism,” which 
compares Israeli society to apartheid South Africa and Jim 
Crow in the United States (April 8, 2011). Its allegation is 
false and offensive to anyone who champions universal 
equal rights and wishes to uphold the memory of det-
rimental practices. The authors’ blatant insensitivity to 
these landmark events undermines the significant progress 
the world has made with regard to race relations.

Examples of Israeli-Arab success in Israel are not exam-
ples of tokenism or attempts to whitewash Israeli society. 
The truth is, Israel is not perfect, and neither is any other 
western democracy. The United States suffers from various 
forms of discrimination that affect several of its communities. 
However, no rational person would label the United States as 
an apartheid system. Similarly, while there are female mem-
bers of Congress, they certainly do not comprise 50 percent 
of representatives. Does this lack prove the United States is 
misogynistic? If the existence of prejudice and inequality 
were to demonstrate apartheid, then every country in the 
world would fall under this indictment. So the real question 
is this: Why did the author not equate every nation to one of 
South African apartheid or Jim Crow? Why is there a double 
standard applied to Israel?

Perhaps the answer can be found in the author’s most of-
fensive claim, namely that Israel (and, subsequently, Zionism) 
is a colonial enterprise. The author implicitly claims that just as 
European colonists oppressed the indigenous South Africans, 
the Jews expelled and continue to oppress the Palestinians. 
Any historically-minded person should have serious qualms 
with this claim. Unlike European colonists, Jews have had a 
long connection to Israel, and Zionism is largely an answer 
to two thousand years of anti-Semitic discrimination and 
violence—a cause with which any promoter of civil rights 
should empathize. What this claim does is compare the 
Israeli-Palestinian relationship to the uncontrolled exploita-
tion of black people by Europeans, something that is a gross 
mischaracterization of the Zionist movement. Rather than 
denigrate the national aspirations of the Jewish people, the 
authors should recognize that Jews deserve the same right to 
self-determination that every group ought to enjoy.

By misrepresenting Israeli society and belittling Zionism, 
the authors diminish the suffering of segregation’s victims. 
Apartheid and Jim Crow are not simply tangential anecdotes 
that can be used for political expediency, but devastating his-
torical episodes that ravaged the lives of millions and still play 
a part in the very real racial resentment that exists today. Jim 
Crow is a system that reinforced the persisting idea that black 
Americans are second-class citizens. Whether we’d like to ad-
mit it or not, segregation’s crippling side effects can be found 
in major American institutions and still have profound psy-
chological impacts within black America. The reality is that 
no other nation on earth has the complex race problems that 
exist in America. It is clear that the authors don’t understand 
this sensitive historical matter, or they would have reconsid-
ered making such a comparison.

But my problem with this incident goes further. It is so 
much more than just a hyperbolic comparison—it is the 
underlying issue at hand: hatred. This on-campus tension 
comes from misunderstanding and a lack of knowledge. 
Instead of resorting to behind-the-back, petty attacks, both 
sides need to grow up and act like adults. Demonizing each 
other will not further either side’s cause but will only lead to 
more ignorance and hatred. As a student at one of the most 
advanced institutions of higher education, I am pained to 
see students willingly forego a logical approach to problem-
solving to act on their feelings of disagreement in a hateful, 
childish manner.

Rather than taint the Columbia campus with hateful rheto-
ric, both Palestinian and Israeli activists at Columbia should 
promote peaceful negotiations to the Israel-Palestine conflict. 
While it may seem clichéd, the real solution is to come together 
and identify areas of agreement between the two groups. I’m 
sure the entire campus would see the situation in a much more 
positive light. 

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring in 
economics. He is a member of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
and the Columbia University College Republicans. 
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Not an apartheid

Sometimes when people ask me 
what I study and I answer, “Well, 

my major is neuroscience,” I inevitably 
get this odd answer: “Oh. That sounds 
cool. And really hard!” Then I shrug 
a little, and I explain that I’m actually 
more of a photographer. That confuses 
many people.

There is this misplaced assump-
tion that because you’re a scientist you 
don’t appreciate things like art or lit-
erature, and vice versa. We grow up in 
all kinds of boxes: There are the math 
nerds, the drama kids, and the litera-
ture wonks. We don’t mix or match—
until we all end up in Frontiers of Science together. But by 
then we’ve been so conditioned to think of the humanities 
and the sciences as disciplines entirely separated by every-
thing—from academic boundaries to the physical sectors 
of the brain—that we tend to hate the experience even if 
we acknowledge the good intentions behind it. And a few 
hours of Frontiers can do very little to bridge this gap.   

What we do not internalize until maybe too late in our 
education is that both spheres are manifestations of the 
same innate curiosity. When scientists set out to answer 
fundamental questions about human nature, what we 
have dubbed as “humanities” and “science” can hardly live 
without each other.

From that same separatist sentiment flows much of 
today’s cognitive science-loving media, including Tom 
Wolfe’s ominous yet far-seeing 1997 piece, “Sorry, But Your 
Soul Just Died.” There is a notion that everything that has 
to do with human nature lives “somewhere” in the brain, 
or in our DNA. We have the “god gene,” the “love gene,” 
the “gay gene,” and even back in the 20th century, Wolfe 
got so excited about the advent of brain imaging that he 

categorically declared, “We live in an age in which it is im-
possible and pointless to avert your eyes from the truth.” He 
was convinced that somewhere out there, people in white 
lab coats work day and night to point us to a form of truth 
that might replace the capacity of arts or the humanities to 
do the same.

Ironically enough, the media picks up on whichever 
“truth” resonates with and reconfirms everyday ex-
perience (liberal brains vs. conservative brains, men’s 
brains vs. women’s brains, etc). Nowadays, we seem to 
think that we can explain anything away by labeling it as 
“hardwired.”

But like other science commentators, Wolfe may have 
overlooked that from within, science humbles as much as it 
awes. The matter of fact is, we are a long way from empiri-
cally grasping satisfactory answers to the most complex 
questions. For example, to understand how to think of 
something as fundamental as memory, one would have 
to first go back to Dr. Eric Kandel’s work with the marine 
mollusk Aplysia californica, whose neurons have been 
the first to give us clues about the changes that happen in 
cells during learning. The search did not stop there: In the 
aftermath of that work came roughly 40 years of further 
conceptualizing what memory means, of studying every-
thing from owl brains to human vision. The more one digs 

into the literature, the less defined “truth” seems to be. And 
when studying the human brain, one heeds many forms of 
intuition.  

David Eagleman, a young neuroscientist recently pro-
filed in the New Yorker, began wondering about the nature 
of time perception after nearly falling to his death from 
the roof of his parents’ house. He says it best: Much like 
artists, “scientists are often drawn to things that bedevil 
them.” Conversely, art historians are pushing their own 
work against the boundaries of neuroscience. Columbia 
art history professor David Freedberg studies the psycho-
logical responses to art in an attempt to understand im-
ages that seem to “come alive.”

Science and art need not exclude each other. On 
Columbia’s campus in particular, even among students, the 
notion of “well-rounded” is more than just a catchphrase. 
Many here juggle between drawing and chemistry, be-
tween biology and literature, between programming and 
theater, between music and psychology. Carl Schoonover 
is a graduate student in neuroscience whose best-known 
work is a book titled “Portraits of the Mind.” To a great 
extent, the mind reveals itself more readily when we train 
it to think in different ways.

But to close this gulf between science and the humani-
ties, one must start much earlier in education. Neglecting 
this gives less of a chance for human curiosity to mani-
fest itself and creates the divides that later hinder our 
ability to collectively solve the most complex of riddles. 
Stumbling upon the beauty of connecting the two should 
not be an accident. It should rather be constructed into 
the way we learn. And most importantly, into the way we 
teach others.

Angela Radulescu is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
neuroscience and behavior. She is a former Spectator photo 

editor. The Rookie Brain runs alternate Thursdays.

The art of science

By misrepresenting Israeli society 
and belittling Zionism, the 
authors diminish the suffering of 
segregation’s victims. 

The 
Rookie 
Brain

ANGELA
RADULESCU
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The matter of fact is, we are a long 
way from empirically grasping 
satisfactory answers to the most 
complex questions.

In the 11th century, Amir 
Onsorolma’ali Kaykaus, a prince of 

the Ziyarid dynasty, lived and wrote 
prolifically in the Caspian coastland 
of modern-day Iran. In one vignette 
he included in a letter to his son, he 
told the story of a tailor who owned a 
little shop outside the city gates with-
in sight of the graveyard. The tailor 
had hung a jug from one of the rafters 
outside his home. Each time a funeral 
procession passed through the city 
gates en route to the graveyard, the 
tailor would toss a little pebble into 
the jug, one for each death. The tailor 
repeated this process ceaselessly, 
dutifully making note of monthly tallies, until one day 
he too met his end. Some time later, a man came by the 
store, his clothes in need of altering. As he approached 
the shop, unaware of the tailor’s passing, he saw that the 
doors and windows were shuttered. The visitor asked a 
neighbor the tailor’s whereabouts. The neighbor simply 
responded, “The tailor too has fallen into the jug.” 

In this day and age, we, like the tailor, are fixated by the 
myriad ways in which the numbers are stacked against us. 
The statistical probabilities of death and destruction are 
probed with zeal and reported with unmerited urgency. In 
the event of bad news, we always seek quantifications. We 
seek to know the body count, the economic cost, the rejec-
tion rate, the weight gain, the grade-point reduction, the 
likelihood of survival, the odds of escalation, the probability 
of inheritance, the number of infected. Like the tailor, we 
seek to quantify in order to control, and we believe that by 
marking catastrophes big and small, we might cope better. 
But Kaykaus passed on the story of the tailor to his son for 
a reason. He was issuing a warning that a life preoccupied 
with inevitable tragedies is a tragic life in the end. As the 
neighbor’s response testifies, it’s hard to live a life worth 
remembering when one devotes one’s energies to counting 
funeral processions.

The University, unlike any other place, forces us to 
count funeral processions as a by-product of education. 
We are compelled by our courses to grapple with the 
deficiencies of the status quo and the atrocities of the 
past. We never know enough, and we are always on the 
brink of repeating history. Our cultures, societies, and 
states become the ephemeral contents of textbooks, 
and they cease to be the constants of our livelihoods. 

Everything is ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Mortality and 
morbidity are the hallmarks of human existence—sci-
ence fighting a valiant fight to sustain us, the art of let-
ters seeking to nourish us. But we always die in the end, 
with volumes of wisdom unused. And on top of all of 
this, we have more practical concerns of the quotidian. 
To a certain extent, getting an education is only as valu-
able as the job it provides. That job is only as rewarding 
as its paycheck. That paycheck is only as valuable as the 
groceries it buys. The groceries are only as valuable as 
the biological functions they sustain. And really, how 
valuable is a churning stomach?

Infinitely valuable. A churning stomach nourishes the 
body, which in turn feeds the mind. The mind breeds 
ambition, passion, fraternity, and love. Our emotions 
drive us to build and bolster, to inquire and innovate, to 
test and test again. This is the project of the University, 
which is a forum for the exercise of human faculties as 
a force that can make a job into a vocation, an individual 
passion into a societal paradigm shift. In the present, as 
students of Columbia, 90 percent of what matters to 90 
percent of the world’s population is addressed for us in 
one trip to John Jay dining hall. In the future, our skills 
as thinkers and tinkerers will enable us to overcome the 
challenges we face. We have the opportunity to be re-
membered as remarkable people by our neighbors, both 
local and global. Mercifully, opportunity doesn’t exist in 
probabilities. It is a binary: Either it exists or it does not. 
We always have the opportunity to excel. And we will, 
beating back the specter of disaster for our neighbors, so 
that they may remember us as more than mere pebbles in 
the streambed. As students, we all share this potential.

But if, by some twist of statistical probabilities, our 
lives are struck by disaster, if next week a tornado cuts 
a path through Columbia dormitories, well then, I’ll see 
you in hell.

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj is a Columbia College first-
year. He is a member of the rugby team. C.U. in Hell runs 

alternate Thursdays. 

Falling into the jug
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In the event of bad news, we always 
seek quantifications.
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

GRADUATION PARTY, class seminar, 
laid back social, or any other special 
event, Rent out Haakon’s Hall accom-
modations 50-185 persons please con-
tact Haakon or James (212) 300-4166. 
james@haakonshallny.com
LOOKING FOR WITNESSES to a pe-
destrian being struck by a motorcy-
cle on November 17, 2010 at B’way 
& 116 St, especially a woman who as-
sisted the pedestrian to the curb and 
later spoke with the police. Please e-
mail rkass@sierraclaim.com or call 
(201) 207-3004. 
FREE PIANO RECYCLING and mov-
ing. All NYC and vicinity. Free remov-
al of all unwanted, used pianos in 
working condition. Non-working pia-
nos and junk pianos removed and 
recycled as low as $150. Pianos in 
5-floor walk-ups are no problem. Your 
unwanted piano is our business. Grand 
pianos, baby grands, upright pianos, 
spinets and organs accepted. Fully 
equipped and experienced. Call Jay 
Fernando (646) 316-4442 direct. Also, 
estimates for other clean-outs of home 
and offices are available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs. I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

GIVING A GIFT. Receiving a gift. Earn 
up to $60K (6 cycles at $10K each). 
Help couples become parents through 
egg donation. Apply or learn more at 
www.fertilitybridges.com or apply@
fertilitybridges.com

EGG DONOR NEEDED for same sex 
couple. $15K-$20K, + all expenses. 
Physician and attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
MOBILE PAYMENTS and Promotions 
Start-Up seeking summer interns (June- 
Aug). Need developers, programmers, 
designers, and marketers/business de-
velopers to develop beta product and 
business plan. Monthly stipend avail- 
able. Send resumes to chickman@
mobixpay.com

NEVER-BEFORE-PHOTOGRAPHED 
beautiful “hand model” sought for free-
lance, budget-priced-watches ads on 
eBay and other auction sites. How-
ever…you must have (or start) your 
own support “staff”/”production” com- 
pany, including photographer, nail pol-
isher, whatever. No “professionals”. 
This is for pre-Mother’s Day Auction 
(M-Day is 5/8). A “great career start-
er” for a beautiful hand. Left or right. 
CU area, no travel. Send info and 
sample photo to: mnemonicshouse@ 
hotmail.com. Hurry! 

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

7 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE 
$599K for 1275 sq ft 3 BR apt on 137 
St betw Riverside Dr and B’way. The 
apt is sunny and spacious with charm-
ing accommodations such as 10 ft 
high ceilings and hardwood floors; it 
is located close to public transporta-
tion, CU, and Riverbank Park. Please 
note income restrictions apply, all of-
fers will be entertained. To view please 
call Brian at (212) 831-1368 or email 
brianresales@gmail.com
WEST HARLEM—2 newly renov 2 
BR apts just east of B’way on W 135 
St. $1350/mo (5th floor) and $1550/
mo (1st floor). Only 1.5 blocks from 
the 1 train and minutes from CU, City 
College, Riverbank Pk, Dinosaur BBQ 
and Fairway. $50 fee for processing 
credit and background check—no ap-
plication or broker’s fee. To view 
please call Kathy (646) 457-0871 or 
email at trutledge@risingdevelopment. 
net.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
CONSIDER BECOMING an Egg Do-
nor. Earn $8000 if you qualify. The 
New England Fertility Institute, has one 
of the largest Egg Donor Programs 
in the tri-state area. If you are be-
tween the ages of 19 & 29, we invite 
you to contact our program for a per-
sonal interview and/or complete an 
application on line. Flexible hours and 
days for students. This is a great op-
portunity to earn extra dollars with a 
minimum commitment of time. Please 
contact us at: (203) 323-1947 or via 
email at: mwelch@nefertility.com and 
include your telephone number in all 
inquiries. All inquiries are confiden-
tial. www.nefertility.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



inspirational founder, Rachel 
Lloyd. GEMS works to “em-
power girls and young wom-
en, ages 12-21, who have ex-
perienced commercial sexual 
exploitation and domestic traf-
ficking to exit the commercial 
sex industry and develop to 
their full potential.” 

A former prostitute herself, 
Lloyd now dedicates her life 
to helping other women es-
cape their abusers, heal, and 
get an education. GEMS part-
ners with several other New 
York City agencies, such as the 
Mount Sinai Adolescent Health 
Center, in order to help young 
women recover their lives.

The screening included a 
Q-and-A session with Janice 

Holzman, the communications 
and development director for 
GEMS. At one point in the film, 
a police officer refuses to help a 
woman whose daughter is being 
held against her will by a pimp. 
After strong audience reactions 
to the scene, Holzman remind-
ed viewers that improvements 
have been made since the film 
was released. “That was 2006 
when … a lot of that footage was 

a taken,” she said. “It’s not 100 
percent better, but we’re mak-
ing movements in the right 
direction.”

The movements to which 
Holzman referred include 
New York’s Safe Harbor Act. 
This legislation defines under-
age children as victims of sex 
trafficking, which means that 
minors are no longer charged 
with prostitution and treated 

like criminals. In fact, many 
young girls are sentenced to 
GEMS programs instead of 
prison. 

As shown in the film, reha-
bilitation is a long and diffi-
cult process. “We see it as very 
similar to the situation of do-
mestic violence in that it takes 
five or seven times for these 
girls to leave their attackers,” 
Holzman said.

Phung Tran, a spokesperson 
for Columbia Health Services, 
said events like this one are 
relevant to Columbia students 
because they encourage en-
gagement with difficult issues. 
“All SAAM events are student-
generated and student-driven,” 
Tran said. “Events and film 
screenings … provide a forum 
for dialogue among the campus 
community.” 
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Barnard and Columbia Health co-sponsor documentary ‘Very Young Girls’ on sex trafficking
DOCUMENTARY

 from page 3
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SPORTS

Nestled just 
below the lead 

story on the front 
page of Monday’s 
paper was a recap 
of the women’s 
lacrosse team’s win 
over Yale. It’s rare 
that a sports article 
runs on the front 
page of Spectator, 
but not completely 
unheard of dur-
ing football and 
basketball season. 
Baseball will occasionally get a spot 
above the fold, too, if they make the 
Ivy playoffs or something. Never in my 
time at Columbia, though, have I seen 
women’s lacrosse on the front page, 
and there’s a good reason for that.

In the program’s 13-year history, 
it has only won three Ivy League 
games, last weekend’s 10-3 victory 
over Yale included. To be fair, the 
team didn’t compete against other 
Ancient Eight squads in its first 
year. Even taking that into account, 
though, there’s no denying that the 
program has struggled, to put it kind-
ly. Before the Light Blue defeated the 
Bulldogs, its only two conference vic-
tories had been against Harvard—one 
in 2005 and the other in 2009. 

Those victories both came before 
current head coach Liz Kittleman 
took over the program after last sea-
son. Kittleman’s predecessor, Kerri 
Whitaker, stood at the helm of the 
program for eight seasons, guid-
ing the Light Blue to a 2-54 record 
in the Ivy League. Now, the fact 
that Whitaker was allowed to hang 
around for eight seasons seems to 
imply that the athletic department 
was fine with not just mediocrity, 
but utter futility. In fact, sports edi-
tor emeritus Jonathan Tayler wrote 
a column less than a month before 
the team’s 2009 victory over Harvard 
calling for Whitaker to be fired 
(“Why isn’t Whitaker on the hot 
seat?,” March 26, 2009). When the 
Lions managed to pull out a 11-10 win 
over the Crimson later that season, 
he was furious, asking why the team 
didn’t “just roll over and take it” so 
that Whitaker would certainly lose 
her job. While I don’t think he was 
serious about the team intentionally 
losing, that victory did buy Whitaker 
one more season. It appears that M. 
Dianne Murphy finally got fed up 
with the program after it went win-
less in 2010, though, as Whitaker “re-
signed” at the end of the season. 

When Whitaker left, it finally 
seemed like the athletic department 
was committed to building a decent 
women’s lacrosse program. It spent 
about a month looking for her re-
placement and landed on Kittleman, 
a former assistant at Penn, where the 
Quakers won four straight Ivy titles 
and made it to the 2008 NCAA cham-
pionship during her tenure. Not too 
shabby, right? 

Still, the team has continued 
to struggle this season. The Lions 
won only one of their first nine 
games, defeating nonconference foe 
Iona but falling to Brown, Cornell, 
Dartmouth, and Penn. If hopes were 
high at the beginning of the season, 
they certainly weren’t anymore when 
the Light Blue lost to Quinnipiac 13-
12 in overtime on April 6. 

Something seemed to click after 
that loss, though, as the Lions have 
won three consecutive games since 
then. Two were against out-of-league 
opponents Lafayette and Bucknell, 
but sandwiched between those two 
wins over Patriot League squads was 
the 10-3 victory over Yale.

One victory might not seem like 
a lot, and to be fair, it might not be. 
Who knows how long it’ll be before 
the next one? Still, there was some-
thing very different about this win. 
For one, it wasn’t against Harvard—
the only Ancient Eight squad the 
Lions had been able to defeat up 
until last weekend. Also, the team 
didn’t just win. It dominated. In their 
two victories over Harvard, the Lions 
only won by margins of 11-9 and 11-
10.  Of course, the Bulldogs are dead 
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DON’T PATTRA-NIZE  |  In just her freshman year, Piyapattra has dominated 
with a historically low single-season average of 76.26 strokes per round.

Rookie golfing sensation at the top of her game Major 
milestones for 
Lions Lacrosse

I Can See 
Cleary 
Now

MICHELE
CLEARY

Never have I seen 
women’s lacrosse on the 
front page, and there’s a 
good reason for that.

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It’s 10 p.m. on a Tuesday, and he’s 
sporting a bandage on his forehead—the 
result of an elbow he received against 
Fordham over the weekend—and a black 
eye as well. But junior soccer player 
Mike Mazzullo is hard at work in Butler 
Library. He smiles as he explains that, 
while it may come as a surprise to some 
since soccer season doesn’t really get un-
derway until September, the team mem-
bers have a practice and lifting schedule 
that keeps them almost as busy as they 
will be when the fall arrives.

The team has had two spring fixtures 
so far—it hosted Southern Connecticut 
State first, followed by a visit to local ri-
val Fordham. The Lions won the first 
game convincingly (4-1) with reigning 
Ivy League Rookie of the Year Henning 
Sauerbier grabbing a pair and sopho-
more Will Stamatis and junior Francois 
Anderson adding one each. Against the 
Rams, the Light Blue was looking for 
revenge, having lost 2-1 in the fall, and 
Sauerbier was on hand to add to his spring 
tally and secure the win. 

“The guys have really made the tran-
sition well, and we looked good against 
Fordham,” Mazzullo said. “All of our hard 
work in the winter definitely gave us a 
good base, and we felt fit as a team en-
tering the spring. We weren’t really out-
side ’til after spring break, and because 
we focus on fitness and strength during 
the winter, the guys were hungry to come 
back after break and just play soccer.”

Mazzullo doesn’t believe the time 
off has affected the team too much. 
“We’ve definitely had a strong energy 
on the field after spring break. Practices 
were really intense and some guys were 
able to play the full 90 minutes against 
Southern Connecticut and Fordham, 
which is obviously difficult to do at this 
stage in the year.”

Head coach Kevin Anderson shared 
Mazzullo’s sentiments. 

“I think we’ve put in good perfor-
mances so far,” Anderson said. “We’ve 
been able to assess the depth of our 
team, and we’ve come away from both 
contests with wins, which is always a 
good sign. I think a combination of a 
bunch of guys have done extremely well. 
I think that if you look at the two strik-
ers up top, Will Stamatis and Henning 
Sauerbier, they’ve had multiple points 
in each game and are looking to form a 
good partnership.”

Last fall, the Light Blue predomi-
nantly used a 4-2-3-1 formation, with 

two holding midfielders behind the 
attacking quartet. This semester, they 
have changed their formation to 4-4-2 
with a diamond in midfield, and if the 
early signs are anything to go by, it suits 
the team better.   

“We’re creating better chances, more 
chances, and we’re scoring multiple 
goals,” Anderson said. “In two games, it’s 
five goals scored and only one against, 
which was a penalty. Over the two games, 
besides the penalty, there’s only been one 
other shot the goalie has had to save.”

That statistic is a testament to the 
Lions’ impressive defense, which did 
not concede a goal in the last three Ivy 
games in 2010. The Light Blue has been 
without junior goalkeeper Alexander 
Aurrichio all spring, since he is also on 
the baseball team. In Aurrichio’s ab-
sence, junior Zach Glubiak—who is also 
Spectator sports columnist deputy—and 
rookie Michael Attal have played the 
gloved guardian role. 

“They’ve both split time in goal,” 
Anderson said. “Unfortunately for them, 
they haven’t seen any action. They’ve 
done what they’ve needed to do but 
haven’t had a chance to show their talent.”

It’s not only Aurrichio missing from 
the fall squad, though. The Lions will lose 
three seniors to graduation: striker Bayo 

Adafin, right-back Hayden Johns, and 
midfielder Peppe Carotenuto. However, 
rookie defender David Westlake and ju-
nior right-back Will Young, both of whom 
missed almost the entirety of last season 
due to injury, will be returning. In addi-
tion, midfielders Michael Abraham and 
Andrew Celsus, center-back Jack Gagne, 
and striker Greg Gudis have all confirmed 
that they will be joining the squad as part 
of the class of 2015. 

“We’re excited about the incom-
ing class,” Anderson said. “They’re a 
good group, and they’ll complement 
our team well.”

“We have another striker, which we 
need, and Gudis is supposed to bring 
us some pace up top,” Mazzullo added. 
“And we have two midfielders and a cen-
ter-back as well, and it’s good to have a 
class representing every position.” 

Anderson also confirmed that he 
was attempting to bring freshman Kofi 
Agyapong to Morningside from Wake 
Forest, but no further information was 
available. Agyapong is an attacking play-
er with flair in abundance, and he will 
be one to watch if he does join the Light 
Blue in the fall.

Mazzullo, who has co-captained 
the team along with Carotenuto for 
the past two seasons, will be the sole 

leader in the fall. He will be joined by 
no fewer than six of his classmates, sev-
eral of whom have been regulars in the 
starting 11, in one of the largest senior 
classes in recent years for men’s soccer 
at Columbia.

“I’m really excited for the upcoming 
season,” Mazzullo said. “I think our group 
of seniors will have a lot more experience 
than in previous years, and it’s really our 
time to perform. We have a good combi-
nation of experience and youth, especially 
with Henning and David, two standout 
Ivy League players. I feel we have a good 
balance to our squad.”

Before the fall season starts, though, 
there is the question of the summer, 
which may change certain aspects of 
the team between now and September. 

“The summer is really a chance for 
guys to improve individually, and it’s 
really crucial for our fall season that 
everybody comes into preseason in 
tip-top shape and healthy,” Mazzullo 
said. “Last year, we saw how a few guys 
made a huge jump from the spring to 
the fall and really established them-
selves in the team, and it’s a good op-
portunity for everybody to improve. 
Since we have so little time when we 
come back for preseason ... It’s crucial 
that guys come in ready.” 

SEE CLEARY, page 2

Spring season offers no rest for Columbia men’s soccer team

FILE PHOTO

MASTER MAZZULLO  |  Team captain Mike Mazzullo and the Lions are in full swing, preparing for preseason in the fall.

BY JEREMIAH SHARF
Spectator Staff Writer

Going into the Ivy League 
Championships this weekend, fresh-
man Michelle Piyapattra already holds 
the best single-season scoring average—
by nearly an entire stroke—in the his-
tory of Columbia women’s golf.

“I started [golfing] when I was 5,” 
Piyapattra said. “My parents wanted 
me to play golf because not that many 
people were playing it, and there’s a 
good future in it.”

Her father had the biggest influence 
on her golf game, as she recalls spending 
most of her early golf years with him.

“He’d always pick me up after 
school and we’d go practice, and on the 
weekends, mostly playing with him,” 
Piyapattra said.

Although her mother was never an 
athlete, Piyapattra has a strong sports 
pedigree, as her father was an Olympic-
level archer.

Despite the early start, Piyapattra 
was a little slow coming out of the gates.

“I had my first tournament when I 
was 7, but I didn’t start winning until I 
was 9,” she said.

Since she started winning, there has 
been very little looking back. At the 
age of 14, she qualified for the USGA 
Amateur Championship. One year later, 
she was of four 15-year-olds to qualify 
for the 2008 U.S. Women’s Open while 
starting her tenure as three-time cap-
tain of the golf team at Lutheran High 
School in Corona, Calif.

Head women’s golf coach Kari 
Williams immediately recognized 
Piyapattra’s talent when she saw it, 
but with so many top women’s golf 
schools around the nation offering 
spots on the team, she was worried. 
Ultimately—although she would like 
to take all the credit for recruiting—
Williams admits that the Ivy League 
education was the biggest factor in 
Piyapattra’s decision to play golf at 
Columbia.

In addition to her talent on the 
links, Piyapattra had several other 
characteristics that Williams liked. 
“She was a great fit for the team,” 
Williams said. “She has a great sense 
of humor, so that is nice.”

Piyapattra is only a freshman but 

already has plans to study political 
science and also hopes to attend law 
school.

Despite being a California native, 
Piyapattra was not worried about the 
weather adjustment. She noted that she 
actually enjoys the cold weather and has 
learned to embrace the limitations of 
living in New York City.

“Because I don’t have the op-
portunity to play 24/7 as I would in 
California, I’m much more focused in 
my limited practice time,” Piyapattra 
said. “It makes me appreciate golf 
more … being in the city, then be-
ing out on the golf course where it’s 
peaceful and quiet.”

“At first I thought, ‘With the break 
my game is going to get worse, because 
I’m not going to have that many prac-
tices,’” Piyapattra added, “but it’s actu-
ally been fine.”

Although she has performed ex-
tremely well this season, the fall season 
was not as smooth. Williams says that 
most of the problems could be blamed on 
putting. While Piyapattra has never had 
trouble hitting the ball far, it took some 
time to get used to the East Coast greens.

This spring she has been shooting 
lights out: two first-place finishes in three 
competitions.

Her first top finish was at the Paradise 
Desert Classic on March 16 in Kailua, 
Hawaii, where she shared medalist hon-
ors with Arizona State’s Giulia Molinaro.

Piyapattra’s second top finish oc-
curred this past weekend at the fifth an-
nual Roar-EE Invitational, at Spook Rock 
Golf Course in Suffern, N.Y. Despite disas-
trous weather conditions, Piyapattra says 
that she was frustrated when the tourna-
ment had to be called off in the middle of 
the second round, as she felt she could 
have increased her two-stroke lead. 

After the weekend, Piyapattra’s 
scoring average dropped to an impres-
sive 76.26 strokes per round, and her 
low round of 73 also leads the team. 
Despite putting woes throughout the 
season, she still averages fewer than 
two putts per hole.

The freshman sensation seems to 
have hit her stride at the perfect time, 
with the Ivy League Championships 
just a few short days away.

If all goes according to plan, she could 
lead the Lions to their second Ivy title.
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