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4 indicted in
3333 B'way
drug bust

BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI
AND GINA LEE
Spectator Senior Staff Writers

Four men were indicted on
Wednesday after being arrested
in a drug bust at a West Harlem

housing complex.
The city’s special narcot-
ics prosecutor announced

the indictment of the men on
Wednesday. They were arrested
on March 20 in a low-profile raid
of 3333 Broadway, a 1,200-unit
apartment complex on 133rd
Street overlooking Columbia’s
Manhattanville expansion.

Rudy Cabrera, Jaime
Gonzalez-Campo, Juan Honorio,
and Rafael Oliveras were
charged with possession of her-
oin and cocaine. It was reported
that Cabrera pleaded not guilty
on Wednesday.

Honorio, 49, and Oliveras, 55,
drove from New York to Chicago
to arrange the deal and were met
by Cabrera, 37, and the load of
drugs back in New York, the
prosecutor, Bridget Brennan,
said in a statement.

All four defendants were
present during the bust and re-
portedly tried to dispose of the
drugs before police opened the
door to the apartment. As police
were entering Honorio’s apart-
ment, Cabrera was observed toss-
ing about two pounds of heroin
from the 13th-floor window, and
there were signs that cocaine was
flushed down the toilet and sink,
according to Brennan. Police
seized a drug press, surveillance
equipment, drug ledgers, bank
records, and two vehicles, in ad-
dition to the drugs.

The New York Police

SEE 3333, page 2

LUKE HENDERSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

THE BRAVEST | Increased street presence by cops, including these on the corner of 111th Street and Broadway, is reducing crime.

Cops say more West Side street patrols reducing crime

BY LUKE BARNES
Spectator Staff Writer

More cops are hitting
Upper West Side streets in an
effort to reduce crime—and a
reduction in theft shows that
it’s working, according to po-
lice officials.

The 24th Precinct has added
13 rookie cops on patrol in the
last month in order to slow an
uptick in thefts and property
crimes.

The situation has gotten “a

lot better in the last 28 days,
but larcenies still make up
the bulk of crime in the 24th,”
Captain Nancy Barry said
at a community meeting on
Wednesday. Most of these rob-
beries are occurring in build-
ings or stores when residents
or patrons leave their belong-
ings for just a few minutes,
only to come back and find
them stolen.

“They’re spread out so we
can’t focus on one location,”
Barry said. “However, we are

seeing a reduction in person-
on-person larcenies.”

Barry added that warmer
weather leads to an increase in
burglaries in the area, as more
residents leave their doors and
windows unlocked.

Some store owners and work-
ers are concerned about the rise
in crime.

“I do feel like there’s a lot
of theft,” Victoria Estrada,
who works at Spices and Tease
tea shop on 97th Street and
Broadway, said.

A co-worker had his iPhone
stolen after leaving it on the
counter. “A guy who always
comes in for change came in
and took it,” she said. “The cops
were already looking for him,
so they got him two hours lat-
er and sent him to jail, but my
co-worker didn’t ever get his
iPhone back.”

The store now has 10 closed-
circuit cameras.

The 96th Street subway

Linguists

grapple
with lack
of formal
major

Students: small
dept. a blessing
and a curse

BY ELIZABETH SUN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Some Columbia linguists may
know that the Macedonian lan-
guage lacks an infinitive form
for verbs, while others know
that Sanskrit has eight nominal
cases, but all of them know the
struggles that come with being
in a small, unrecognized major.

Columbia is one of only two
Ivy League schools, along with
Princeton, that does not offer a
linguistics major, although under-
graduate interest in the field has
been growing. Columbia’s pro-
gram has been suspended since
1991, but students can petition for
an independent major in linguis-
tics or graduate with a special con-
centration in the discipline.

“While that’s actually kind
of nice for those of us who do
elect for the independent ma-
jor—since we get the benefit of
small classes with other very
dedicated language enthusiasts
and lots of attention—it saddens
me that so few people actually
know what linguistics is as a re-
sult of its lack of recognition by
Columbia,” said Marybeth Seitz-
Brown, CC ’14, who is awaiting

SEE CRIME, page 2

SEE LINGUISTICS, page 3

Architect builds library you're meant to talk in

BY NINO REKHVIASHVILI
Columbia Daily Spectator

Not many people still use
the phone booths on New York
streets, but a Columbia alumnus
is giving Upper West Siders a
reason to make a call—or at least
to take a second look.

John Locke, GSAPP ’09, has
installed a public library of
sorts in two Upper West Side
phone booths over the last year
and is planning more installa-
tions in the neighborhood next
month.

The libraries consist of sev-
eral bookshelves attached to
the inside of the phone booths
and built around the phone it-
self, leaving callers uninhibited
while giving them a selection
of books to peruse and borrow
for free.

The first library, in a booth
on 103rd Street and Amsterdam
Avenue, was put up last August
but taken down by the city two

weeks later. The second, on
96th Street and Amsterdam
Avenue, went up in September
and lasted five weeks until the
city removed it.

Locke, who did not get per-
mission for the installations,
said they were taken out be-
cause city technicians collect-
ing coins were unable to access
the coin compartments.

The next installations, due in
May, will address this issue by
leaving room for coin removal.

Locke, who lives in
Morningside Heights with his
fiance, was first inspired to go
ahead with the project when
he noticed how little the phone
booths were used.

“They’re a constant detri-
ment to the neighborhood used
solely for advertising,” he said. “I
was looking for a way to convert
something negative into some-
thing positive.”

In addition to work-
ing on the project, Locke

teaches an architecture class
at the Graduate School of
Architecture, Planning, and
Preservation called “Hacking
the Urban Experience.” He
teaches students how to think
out of the box when it comes to
architecture.

Usually, he said, architects
“wait for a client to come and
tell us what to do and within
those narrow confines we try
to develop something fine or
shiny or something that looks
good in a magazine.” But, in his
class, “you think more about
the question, about the oppor-
tunity,” he said.

In this case, the project is all
about asking, “Where can design
thinking have a place outside the
traditional architectural realm of
buildings?” he said.

He constructed and installed
the libraries himself using a
metal fabricator, a machine that

SEE LIBRARY, page 2

COURTESY OF JOHN LOCKE

STREET SMARTS | John Locke, GSAPP ’09 and now a GSAPP professor, installed public libraries

Peer health
education for
men expands
its reach

BY EMMA STEIN
Spectator Staff Writer

Health Services has formalized
a program for men to talk with
other students about sexual vio-
lence on campus, with 13 students
trained as peer educators this year.

Men’s Peer Education, found-
ed in 2005, works to facilitate
discussion of sexual violence
issues with other student orga-
nizations on campus, but before
this year the program ran in a
much more informal way.

“What we’ve done more re-
cently is try to create more for-
mal roles,” Gaurav Jashnani, the
program’s coordinator, said.

The addition of the trained
educators and the organized
meetings with other clubs are
meant to expand the reach of
the program. “We’re trying to
touch all men and all students
in the community. We want
to touch all men who may not
be impacted or engaged with
the current efforts we have,”
Karen Singleton, director of the
Sexual Violence Prevention and
Response Program, said.

Reaching out to men is es-
sential to prevent violence, she
said. “If you think about the
root causes of sexual violence
and rape culture and the system
that contributes to sexual vio-
lence, that’s something Men’s
Peer Education is really work-
ing to address.”

She added, “What we’ve
found is that there are ways
men can engage other men

DAVID BRANN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GODLY WISDOM | At the Southern Baptist Church on 108th
Street, Eva Duzant is the first female minister.

First female minister in 108th
Street church makes history

BY CARLY CRANE
Columbia Daily Spectator

April was especially busy for
one Queens tax consultant, who
found herself also consulting a
350-member Manhattan Valley
congregation on their spiritual
lives as their newly ordained
minister.

Eva Duzant made history
last month at Southern Baptist
Church, on 108th Street be-
tween Manhattan Avenue and
Central Park West, when she

in its 90-year history.

Duzant was ordained on
March 4 and is currently serv-
ing as an assistant pastor under
Reverend Keith Roberson.

A native of Mobile, Ala.,
Duzant has been a member of
the congregation at Southern
Baptist for the past 22 years.
She is a very familiar face for
the congregation, so making the
transition was smooth.

“She’s been sharing her
Godly wisdom with us

of sorts in two phone booths on Amsterdam Avenue. He has plans for more this May. SEE HEALTH, page 2 became the first female pastor SEE MINISTER, page 2
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Varsity Show continues To the real world Olympic hopeful The Lubanga Verdict Today Tomorrow
time-tested traditions s . shoots to reach the top

amuel E. Roth is confident that

From the cast announcements with
a pie in the face to the hours-long
Turkey Day performance, the Varsity
show has become an institution for
cast members and Columbia at large.

Columbia changed him for the better.

Goodbye and hello

Noel Duan contemplates role of the
rising and graduating seniors.

Senior recurve archer Sarah Chai
aspires for an Olympic spot while
balancing academics with other
extracurricular activities.

Learn about the impact of the
conviction of the International
Criminal Court’s first defendant, a
Congolese war criminal.

Room 102, Jerome Greene, 12:10 p.m.
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More cops roam streets, reducing crime

CRIME from front page

station is a crime hot spot, police
said, where rushing crowds pro-
vide ideal cover for pickpockets
and thieves.

As a result, the police have
significantly increased their
presence around the station.
During rush hour on Monday,
nearly a dozen officers were pa-
trolling in and around the sta-
tion, with a patrol car and un-
marked van outside as well.

“Things are a lot better
than they used to be” at the
96th Street station, Carmen
Hernandez said. “It’s more open
and you can see what’s going on.
The cops are always there, but
you just don’t see them a lot of
the time.”

Jose Gonzalez, who takes the
train to 96th Street nearly every
day, agreed that the increased
police presence is noticeable.

The police “are always
around there now, every day
from the morning onwards,” he
said. “The station’s a lot calmer
now, people can’t jump from
track to track like they used to
back in the day”

luke.barnes
@columbiaspectator.com
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BADGE OF HONOR | The New York Police Department has
upped its presence of cops walking Upper West Side streets.

GSAPP professor reinvents phone booth

LIBRARY from front page

outlines the parts of the shelves
on plastic and “prints” them to
be put together.

“I want people to have books,
but that’s not my goal,” he said.
“My goal is to see if there are ad-
ditional uses for outdated, obso-
lete street technology.”

People passing by have had
different reactions to the in-
stallations. The first library’s
books—culled from Locke’s
own collection—were gone in a
few hours, leaving the shelves
empty. Locke said he worried
the books may have been taken
to be resold, and, in response,
tagged the spines of the next set

of books with library bar codes,
indicating that they were free.

Another lot of books had the
opposite problem, as confused
passersby browsed the selection
but didn’t take any of them.

“If you see something, it
might not be obvious what the
functionis,” Locke said. “I didn’t
want to be prescriptive and put
up a sign to explain ‘this is how
you use this thing, but next time
I might have a sign like ‘share’
or ‘take.”

More than 500 people from
around the world have emailed
him seeking to collaborate on
expanding the phone booth li-
brary project or to design oth-
er public street art projects.

Going forward, he hopes to or-
ganize and assist those who are
interested.

Locke encourages his stu-
dents to be cognizant of the
cityscape and re-imagine the
architect as entrepreneur. “At
GSAPP we ask, “‘What is the
role of the architect?” ‘How
do we push past the confines
of traditional architecture?”
he said.

His students are currently
working on their own projects
using standard construction
materials to redesign street life
in New York, and are due for
installation at the end of the
semester.

news@columbiaspectator.com

COURTESY OF JOHN LOCKE

INNOVATIVE DESIGN | Renderings of John Locke’s plans for the phone booth library. He installed
shelves around the phone and put out books for taking and sharing, all on the Upper West Side.

Men’s peer education program grows

HEALTH from front page

around these issues that
are particularly helpful and
particularly facilitating of
change.”

Erik Nook, CC’12, first joined
the program informally his ju-
nior year and was trained as an
educator this year.

He recalled seeing students at
the group’s discussions who all
of a sudden “have a giant light
bulb go off in their mind and
think, ‘Oh my goodness, I just
learned that when I did this
thing, that was not the right
thing to do,” he said.

Part of that work involves
holding workshops with frater-
nities. “It’s a partnership that
makes sense because they want

to show that they are invested
in demonstrating that they’re
service-oriented and they’re
upholding their own mission,”
Nook said. “And our mission is
to engage men in ending sexual
violence.”

Justin Feit, CC ’14 and a
brother of Sigma Phi Epsilon,
said that the work Men’s Peer
Education has done with his
fraternity has been valuable. “I
felt that it was extremely im-
portant to get the messages as-
sociated with Men’s Peer Health
across the Columbia campus,
and the first place I chose was
my fraternity.”

The group is in the process
of rolling out its poster cam-
paign “I Am Not An Anomaly.”
Nook, who helped develop the

campaign, explained that the
posters aim to “encourage
students to question norms
of masculinity and to inform
students that Men’s Peer
Education is a space where
they can explore.”

He believes that small-
er campaigns and initiatives
will ultimately affect culture
and lead to more “lightbulb
moments.”

Jashnani said, “I think part of
what we really envision is build-
ing a cross-section of campus so
that people can really see other
students they see as their di-
rect peers, people who look like
them, people who share their
experiences.”

emma.stein
@columbiaspectator.com

90-year-old church gets first female minister

MINISTER from front page

for years,” Sister Dorothy
Matthews, a deaconess of
Southern Baptist, said.

For Duzant, it was the natural
next step of her work as an ac-
tive congregation member and
teacher in the church.

“You can want to [be a pas-
tor], but it’s really a calling from
God,” Duzant said. “Sometimes,
we feel like we have other things
to do.”

While she said she has al-
ways felt called to the minis-
try, Duzant spent many years
doing other work. Before her
ordination, she was a teacher
for the church and co-wrote a
children’s picture book, “The
Crate,” in 2009. She is currently

atax consultant at E.G. Edwards
& Associates and a student at
New Brunswick Theological
Seminary in Queens.

Duzant became more in-
volved in teaching at Southern
Baptist in 2001 after the death
of a previous pastor because she
“always wanted to praise the
Lord,” she said.

She said that teaching is her
favorite part of her work as a
minister so far. “It’s like a flower
coming to life, seeing souls come
to Christ,” she said.

Roberson, who has been serv-
ing as pastor of Southern Baptist
for five years, called Duzant a
“well-respected member of the
congregation.”

Southern Baptist congre-
gation members said that it

was about time for a woman
to come to the forefront of the
church.

“I think women need to be
more involved in the teaching,”
Paralee Feld, a member of the
congregation, said.

But she also said that the
gender should not be at issue.
“I don’t care if it’s a man or
a woman, as long as they are
teaching me the gospel,” Feld
said.

Duzant said balancing her
new role as minster with her
tax consulting job and her
studies is easy because of her
faith.

“It’s a life of prayer, a life of
humility, a life of practice. It’s a
wonderful life,” Duzant said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Sanders, Pulitzer in tow, recalls Spec life

BY NAOMI COHEN
Spectator Staff Writer

Eli Sanders, CC ’99, doesn’t
remember much of Kenneth
Jackson’s History of the City of
New York class.

“I took areally good nap in the
back aisle—but I had a really good
time on the bike tour;” Sanders,
winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize
for Feature Writing, said via
phone on Wednesday.

He also doesn’t remember his
Literature Humanities teacher’s
name—though he loved the class,
as it “forced you to read great sto-
ries”—but he does remember the
unmentionable things he did in
the Spectator office’s dark room
as editor in chief in 1998.

Spectator “ate my life in col-
lege, but it was really fucking
fun,” he said. “Every day youwd
show up after class, have din-
ner and arguments and little tri-
umphs, hopefully maybe a lot of
laughs, but usually too few, with
a bunch of people who you love
and hate and can’t stand and at
some point can’t believe you're
not with anymore.”

But Sanders said it’s funny
how little has changed.

A Seattle native, he interned
atthe Seattle Times directly after
graduating from Columbia, and
after a three-year residency took
up bike messengering. That’s still
among his favorite jobs, along
with being a delivery boy of “a
pint of Ben & Jerry’s and a mov-
ie and condoms” for the dot-com
business Kozmo.

“I knocked on some weird
doors answered by some weird
people,” Sanders said. In the end,
he stuck with journalism, where
he still has fun. “Part of what I
like about journalism is getting
to enter all these corners of the
world that you don’t get to enter
otherwise.”

After dabbling with the
Boston Globe, the New York
Times, and Esquire, among oth-
ers, Sanders settled with Seattle’s
The Stranger—a “scrappy

little alt-weekly,” as he called it—
whose slogan is “Seattle’s Only
Newspaper” and whose editor is
a sex columnist.

The morning of the Pulitzer
Prize announcement, Sanders
said he assumed he hadn’t won
since he hadn’t received a noti-
fication before the results were
published. Only after checking
the website, showing the page
to his editor, and calling some-
one else to confirm did his win
register.

“It was a story that
cried out to be
written. I didn’t
want to let go—1I
couldn’t let go.”

—Eli Sanders, CC 99,
Pulitzer Prize winner

Spectator friends sent him
text messages and emails of
congratulations upon hearing
the announcement. One friend
reposted a picture of Sanders—as
he writes on his website, “many
haircuts ago”—posing with
“60 Minutes” journalist Andy
Rooney at a Spectator dinner.

“I love that,” he said.

The Stranger is the fifth alter-
native weekly to win a Pulitzer.
The jury called Sanders’ article,
“The Bravest Woman in Seattle,”
“a haunting story of a woman
who survived a brutal attack
that took the life of her partner.”
The day after the board awarded
Sanders the prize, The Stranger
wrote that the reaction to the
award by the subject of the ar-
ticle was more meaningful than
the award itself.

Jennifer Hopper, who re-
mained anonymous until after
the piece was published, con-
gratulated him in the office the
day of the announcement, saying

that she pictured her deceased
partner celebrating.

“The reporter-subject re-
lationship is always an uncon-
ventional one,” Sanders said. He
met her for coffee after the crime
in 2009, but since she couldn’t
speak to any media during the
trial, he said he grew acquainted
with her through her testimony.
“It was a story that cried out to
be written. I didn’t want to let
go—I couldn’t let go.”

The heavy material in the
case and local nature of the pa-
per forced Sanders and his edi-
tor to define what should and
should not be said in the piece,
a process which Sanders found
challenging. Though many com-
ments on his article came from
locals who knew those involved,
the feature speaks to a wider
audience.

Sanders said that while some
may have followed the case and
forgotten about it, “The Bravest
Woman” extracts themes that
“can be telling, almost universal
issues to explore.”

“The simple fact of her cour-
age ... was incredible to watch.
Violence, sexual assault, faults in
the criminal justice and mental
health systems—none of that is
unique to Seattle or to the local
community,” he said.

Sanders said that he became
a journalist to report on stories
as compelling as this one, “to tell
the stories that the mainstream
media can’t or won’t” Grateful
for the luxury of the long-form,
he added, “The world is compli-
cated and it’s hard to describe
the world sometimes in a very
short story.”

For now, Sanders said he
plans to stay at The Stranger.
He is in planning stages for his
next story.

“I'm pretty well-conditioned
at this point to feel like I need to
be working. But obviously, this
is a great kind of interruption,”
he said.

naomi.cohen
@columbiaspectator.com

Heroin, coke

3333 from front page

Department started the inves-
tigation in December, when
Honorio and Oliveras sold a
handgun and 100 grams of co-
caine to an undercover offi-
cer. Over the next few months,
Honorio and Oliveras sold six
guns and 400 more grams of
cocaine to undercover officers.
Honorio and Oliveras both
live in 3333 and are being
held without bail on multiple
counts of criminal possession
of a controlled substance,
criminal sale of a firearm,
tampering with physical evi-
dence, and criminally using
drug paraphernalia. Cabrera

-ﬂg L Qe

found in 3333 drug raid

is also being held without
bail, and Gonzalez-Campo,
24, is being held on a fugitive
warrant pending extradition
to Chicago.

On Wednesday evening, the
NYPD narcotics team met with
the 3333 Broadway Tenants’
Association to answer ques-
tions about the bust. Alicia
Barksdale, president of the
Tenants’ Association, said that
she was ecstatic to see the deal-
ers arrested.

“I think it’s a great thing that
the special narcotics team ar-
rested these guys, and that they
are on point as far as knowing
that there are drug problems in
the building,” Barksdale said.

L

According to Barksdale,
the defendants were quiet
neighbors.

“There are people who will
get through the cracks—quiet,
nice guys,” she said. “You don’t
see them, you don’t know them.”

Barksdale said that it is “im-
possible to know how wide-
spread the [drug] problem” is,
but she was hopeful that the
presence of the NYPD would
encourage more tenants to re-
port suspicious activity.

“It’s a huge building, it’s a city
within a city,” she said. “Just be-
cause we’re inside a big build-
ing doesn’t mean we aren’t being
protected.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

FILE PHOTO

TAKE TWO | Four men, including two tenants of 3333 Broadway, the housing complex that over-
looks the Manhattanville campus, were indicted on Wednesday for possession of drugs.
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Linguistics major sees growing numbers

MAJORS from front page

the approval of her independent
major in linguistics.

Some linguistics majors ex-
pressed an interest in seeing
Columbia’s linguistics program
evolve into a real department.
“The lack of a major at this point
is honestly a little baffling,” Julia
Blume, CC ’13 and a linguistics
major, said. “Students and pro-
fessors at other universities are
often shocked when I tell them
this, as it is not at all an uncom-
mon major, and there is a lot in
place already to establish a small
department and good major.”

The program is gaining popu-
larity by the year. Last semester,
professor John McWhorter’s
Introduction to Linguistics
course had 146 students en-
rolled, more than double the 70
students who took the course in
2009. Next year, eight seniors
will graduate with an indepen-
dent major in linguistics. Three
years ago, that number was zero.

New classes, with an ever-in-
creasing variety, are being added
each year.

“The strategy of students and
faculty has seemed to be to add
more classes, have more people
petitioning for the major, and
so forth, until it becomes visibly
absurd that there is essentially a
phantom major and department
which is not recognized by the
University,” Blume said.

The program reached a high
point in the mid-60s, but after
a series of downward slides—
which included the departures of

notable former professors Uriel
Weinreich and William Labov—
before its 1991 suspension.

Columbia’s linguistics pro-
gram was restarted in the early
2000s, but program director Alan
Timberlake said that his and fel-
low Slavic languages professor
Boris Gasparov’s imminent re-
tirements, as well as the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences’ flat budget,
make it doubtful that the depart-
ment will ever be unsuspended.

Weinreich “had this ability
to glue the other members who
were individualistic, and once he
was gone everyone saw things
their own way,” Slavic studies
professor Radmila Gorup, who
received her Ph.D in linguistics
from Columbia in 1986, said.

The emergence of linguist
Noam Chomsky’s generative
grammar in 1957 also ran coun-
ter to the longstanding tradition
of seeing language as a form of
culture, which Columbia’s de-
partment favored.

After that, the department
was “never quite sure how to
respond,” Timberlake said.

To major in linguistics, one
must file for an independent ma-
jor through a committee in the
Office of Academic Affairs. This
process requires the submission
of several documents, including
a personal statement, a teacher
recommendation, and a detailed
academic schedule plan.

“With a department, we
wouldn’t have to deal with
as much bureaucracy,” Laura
Milmed, CC’13 and a linguistics
major, said. “There would be a

set of regulated requirements
and courses consistently offered,
taught by a faculty that truly spe-
cialized in the scientific study of
language.”

Still, a small department has
its benefits. “With such a small
program, most professors get to
know their students quite well,”
Zuzanna Fuchs, CC’13 and a lin-
guistics major, said.

Columbia’s Linguistics
Society organizes talks and din-
ners to partially fill the gap left
by not having a proper depart-
ment, Blume said. Members
meet on a biweekly basis for
informal discussions, president
Alex Klapheke, CC 12, said.

“There’s a sort of language
cult among those of us who are
really dedicated to the depart-
ment, but ’'m sure there are more
people who would be interested
in linguistics if it had a larger
presence,” Seitz-Brown said.

Despite the lack of a depart-
ment, Columbia’s linguistics
program offers courses that ap-
proximate programs at other uni-
versities. “The availability of class-
es hereisimpressive, given the lack
of a department,” Klapheke said.

“I think linguistics as a disci-
pline is really on the rise. There
is a lot of important work be-
ing done right now,” he said.
“Hopefully the university will
realize the utility of linguistics
study and catch up with its peers
in that area,” he said.

“In  the meantime,”
Timberlake said, “it is one hell
of program.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

SOFTBALL

Light Blue swept by Fairleigh Dickinson

The softball team (10-27,
4-8 Ivy) dropped both games to
Fairleigh Dickinson (25-16) on
Wednesday in a disappointing
midweek doubleheader. In the
first game, the Lions struck first
with a home run from freshman
catcher Liz Caggiano in the sec-
ond inning to take a 1-0 lead. The
Light Blue lost the lead quickly,

as the Knights put up four un-
answered runs to take the game,
4-1. In the nightcap, Caggiano also
started the game with an RBI sin-
gle in the first to put the Lions up
1-0. Caitlin Bradac helped propel
the Knights in the third with a
two-run home, giving Fairleigh
Dickinson a 2-11lead. The Knights
led, 4-2, going into the seventh, but

Caggiano had her second home
run of the day to bring the Lions
within one. The Knights retired
the next three Columbia batters to
win the game, 4-3. The Lions will
look to break their three-game
losing streak this Friday against
Princeton at home. First pitch is
at 2:30 p.m.

—Hahn Chang

DAVID BRANN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FIRST BLOOD | Despite freshman catcher Liz Caggiano scoring first in both games, the Light Blue
gave up four runs and was swept by Fairleigh Dickinson in Wednesday’s nonconference doubleheader.

LACROSSE

Freshman notches hat trick in CU loss

The Lions (2-11, 0-6 Ivy) fell
14-8 to New Hampshire (4-9)
on Wednesday. Midfielder Kate
Keagins followed up her four-goal
performance on Saturday with
five more to lead the Wildcats.
Midfielder Kaitlin Brophy struck
twice for the Lions early on, but
New Hampshire scored 11 of the
next 13 goals to go up 11-4 with
17 minutes to play in regula-
tion. Freshman midfielder Katie
Angulo recorded her first hat trick
for the Light Blue, but junior at-
tacker Kacie Johnson was held in
check, registering only two points.
Johnson led the Ancient Eight
with 5.67 points per game prior
to Wednesday’s contest. Columbia
will face Harvard on Sunday after-
noon in its last chance to pull out
of the Ivy basement.

—Muneeb Alam

ZARA CASTANY / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HOLD ME BACK | Junior attacker Kacie Johnson was limited to
two points in a 14-8 Light Blue loss against New Hampshire.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

Live the dream.
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To the seniors of today and tomorrow

wasn’t at Bacchanal this year (#study-

abroadproblems), but I celebrated in
a sartorial manner—by writing a final pa-
per for one of my Sciences Po classes in a
crop top and denim shorts. Sans alcohol
and other mind-altering substances,

though. On second thought, a drink or NOEL

two might help my paper writing en- DUAN

deavors in the future. .
Study abroad in the spring has its You Write

downfalls—I really didn’t want to miss Like a Girl

Bacchanal or the Varsity Show, two of

my favorite campus traditions. I also

didn’t want to miss the re-emergence of limbs and midriffs
on Low Steps. Most of all, T didn’t want to say goodbye to
my favorite seniors so early. I realize that many seniors
will be staying in New York after graduation, and there
will always be chances to reunite Carrie Bradshaw style—
over mimosas. But judging by the fact that I rarely see my
high school friends at NYU, I'm worried about spending
my last year at Columbia without so many students who
have become role models and mentors in my life.

Stop rolling your eyes. I know the class of 2012 is only
one year above me, and most of them still make as many
questionable life decisions as I do, but that one year makes
a difference. A senior and I are basically the same age—so
we can still relate to one another—but we’re also at two
different points in life. In the past almost-three years at
Columbia, whenever I needed an answer to one of my ex-
istential questions, all I needed to do was grab some coffee
with one of my favorite seniors.

“Who’s going to grab coffee with me next year?” I've
started wondering to myself. I never really had role

models growing up—I had figured out by middle school
that my parents, cheerleading coaches, and baby sit-
ters knew a lot about life because they were older, but in
many ways they were still clueless too. They couldn’t act
like they didn’t know what they were doing because that
would break the illusion of authority for 12-year-olds like
me. My cynicism appeared early on in life, apparently.

“I have no idea what I’'m going to do when I graduate!”
one of my senior friends cried recently. She asked me for
fashion advice, and I asked her for life advice.

Ease comes from knowing you
survived three years at this
institution, and you can handle it—
and thrive, even—for another year.

Perhaps I discovered this cluelessness through the
Core—or through listening to some of the most composed
and accomplished people on campus lament to me about
their Saturday night regrets and Sunday morning walks of
shame—but unanswerable questions should still be asked.
Lack of perfection doesn’t mean that we don’t have some-
thing to teach others.

I’'m not ready to be a senior and I'm sure there are other
juniors who feel the same way. “Well, personally, 'm ready
to be a senior. There’s a certain ease on campus that they
carry,” remarked one of my classmates. What if I don’t think
I carry that ease yet? Do I just fake it? One of my professors

recently said, “Parents don’t know what the fuck they’re
doing, either. There’s no ultimate handbook for parent-

ing.” Maybe we could say the same thing about being a
senior—you’ve got three years of experience behind you, but
you still don’t have a definitive guide for exactly what you
should be doing. Even the seniors I know who have secured
stable jobs after graduation are still dreaming big about the
future. For all the answers they’ve given me, they’re not able
to answer their own questions yet.

I’'m not sure if any juniors will come to me for ad-
vice next semester, since I think I'm pretty ill-suited to
doling out bits of practical wisdom. However, I want to
listen. Maybe that’s where the air of “ease” that my friend
mentioned comes from. Ease comes from knowing you
survived three years at this institution, and you can handle
it—and thrive, even—for another year. So, if an underclass-
man comes to me with distress on her face about her CC
final, T can be empathetic because I went through the
same worries. But I also did just fine, and I can at least try
to assure her that she will too—and give her my old study
guides.

Anyway, to the class of 2012, I'm not sure to whom I’ll
turn when you’re all gone from campus. Maybe I'll finally
call my mom more. But thanks for the coffee dates, shoul-
ders to cry on, arms to hug, laughs to share, boozy brunch-
es, frantic emails and text messages, study guides, late-
night study sessions, and memories that should probably
be forgotten. The class of 2013 will pass it on next year.

Noel Duan is a Columbia College junior majoring in
anthropology and concentrating in art history. She is currently
studying abroad in Paris and is the co-founder of Hoot
magazine. You Write Like a Girl runs alternate Thursdays.

100 years of Baha’i
faith at Columbia

BY AMIN GHADIMI

It was 100 years ago on this very day, April 19, that ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4, son of the founder of the Baha’i Faith, spoke to a
packed audience in the auditorium of our very own Earl Hall.

“Praise be to God,” he said through a translator, accord-
ing to stenographer notes, “that this country abounds in
such institutions of learning where all the sciences and arts
may easily be acquired. Just as material and physical sci-
ences may be acquired here and are constantly unfolding, T
am hopeful that spiritual development may keep pace with
these outer advantages.”

‘Abdu’l-Bahad arrived on the shores of New York City on
April 11, 1912, a moment well-documented in the newspa-
pers of the time. The New York Times described him as “a
rather small man with a white beard and the kindest and
gentlest face in the world.” He had been a prisoner since
he was eight years old, exiled with his family from Tehran,
moving through Baghdad, Constantinople, and Adrianople,
to the prison city of Acre, where he remained incarcerated
until the Young Turks Revolution of 1908. Four years after
his release, ‘Abdu’l-Baha traveled across the Atlantic, and
Columbia hosted him for a talk one historic Friday. He later
gave a talk at what is now the Psi Upsilon house but what
was then a private home, and he is known to have spoken
at Howard and Stanford as well.

‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s speech at Earl, which Columbia’s Bah&’i
Club reads annually on this day to celebrate our history at
this institution, concerns science and religion. “The most
noble virtue, the most praiseworthy accomplishment of
man is scientific attainment,” ‘Abdu’l-Baha said. But still,
‘Abduw’l-Baha called for “spiritual light” to “illuminate this
institution” as well.

But what does that mean? What could ‘Abdu’l-Baha pos-
sibly have meant when he hoped that spiritual development
on our campus would keep pace with the progress of mate-
rial and physical sciences? And why was that, of all things,
his prayer for Columbia?

I think these questions—of science and religion, of the
tangible and the intangible, of the mind and of the spirit—are
ones that every Columbia student inevitably contemplates in
his or her four years here, even if we use different vocabulary.

We come here to Columbia and we try, in our own ways,
to emerge from our self-imposed nonage. We seek to liberate
our minds. We try to learn for ourselves, think for ourselves,
understand for ourselves, really for the first time in our lives.
And in doing these things, we come to exercise this singular
gift of intellect. But at the same time, I think we all inevitably
come to understand that somehow this is not enough. We
understand that our intellect is important, but we also real-
ize that something else beyond that matters, too. We want
the best of both worlds.

And I think that’s what ‘Abdu’l-Baha wanted, too, for
Columbia and for society at large. I think he was calling for
us to take this supremely wonderful thing called knowledge,
something we are privileged to acquire in liberal doses here,
and use it for some sort of good. And for ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, “good”
meant that we “put forth our greatest efforts and summon
our energies from all directions in order that the bonds
of unity and accord may be established among mankind.”
That’s what ‘Abdu’l-Baha meant by “spiritual development.”
Material learning alone is not enough. It takes some sort of
spiritual insight to know how to take that learning and use
it for good, and I think ‘Abdu’l-Bahé hoped that we would
work to find that insight here at university.

This exciting day—for Bah&’is at Columbia like me, and T
think for Columbia as a whole—is one I've been looking for-
ward to ever since I received a happy email from the Office
of Admissions on a sunny morning in December 2007. As my
final moments on this campus arrive, I don’t know whether
T've done what ‘Abdu’l-Baha would have wanted me to do
here. But still, I face the end of my time here. And so I'll try
to think some more, as my time here draws to a close, about
what ‘Abdw’l-Baha was trying to say to my Columbian fore-
bears 100 years ago. And I'll try to think about what he was
trying to say to me and to us all, 100 years later.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring in
East Asian Languages and Cultures. He is treasurer of the
Bahd’i Club of Columbia University and a former Spectator
editorial page editor.

The Columbia Daily Spectator accepts op-eds on any topic relevant to the
Columbia University and Morningside Heights community. Op-eds should be
roughly 650 words in length. We require that op-eds be sent exclusively to Spectator
and will not consider articles that have already been published elsewhere. Letters
to the Editor should be no longer than 350 words and must refer to an article from
Spectator or The Eye, or a Spectrum post. Submissions should be sent to opinion@
columbiaspectator.com. Please paste all submissions into the body of the email.

Should we decide to publish your submission we will contact you via email.

Out of the heights

Every once in a while—when I'm
running across campus to turn in a
paper, say, or strolling down Broadway
some sunlit Friday afternoon—1I think
back to the first morning of my fresh-
man year. My family and I had arrived
early, so for half an hour, I stood on

Low Plaza and waited. I remember ]SEAII\;I (:J ’IF I_]f
being so taken with my new home in :

stone and brick, so excited by and so

scared of the classmates with whom I We Are
would now be sharing a life, so ready Not

for the day ahead. The entire campus Alone

was festooned with bunches of blue and
white balloons, and as I stood there, one
bunch got away. I watched it float placidly higher and
higher, over the trees and buildings, over the streets and
city, until it was so high up, and so far away from where it
had begun, that I could only imagine where it had gone.

Do moments like these happen in real life? Within
a month, my classmates and I will find out, as we leave
Columbia and enter into the real world. It’s called that
because, unlike at Columbia, out there we have to ar-
range for ourselves—our own housing and dining, our
own living and learning—and we have to make all our
own choices as to what kind of lives we’ll lead, with
fewer people there to help us if we fall behind.

But perhaps what comes next is also called the real
world because, on the rocky heights of Morningside, we
inhabit a universe washed in the surreal, a world too
good to possibly be true. Cliffs to the east and west lift
us halfway into the clouds. And for a century, Columbia
has risen higher, from that first library on a hill to tower-
ing dormitories to science complexes whose very heads
touch heaven. In the basement of Pupin, a generation
of physicists fleeing Europe were among the first to ex-
periment with the higher secrets of the atom. And from
the telescope on the roof, we have peered into the stars.
Here, people of a thousand languages have come togeth-
er and built a single tower.

Some of them have been disappointed by what they
found here, and I can’t blame them. I worry that we are
spread too thin, that we have learned to be cruel to one
another, that our infighting accomplishes nothing, that
the future of the institutions we love are in jeopardy. And
sometimes our tower is made of ivory, and we always
could do to be much more connected with the communi-
ties around us. But in spite of all that, T feel a deep and
abiding confidence that Columbia is and will continue to
be an extraordinary place.

In spite of all the good reasons not to, I will deeply
miss this place when I am gone. Will I feel that way

about the things I do in the real world?

Here I have met people of immeasurable ability who
have nevertheless been generous to me with their time,
their friendship, their patience, and their skill. Who have
struggled for their visions of the good every day of their
lives. Who have been kind to one another in the face of
setback and success alike. Who have fought me on the
battlefields of the mind and never tired, even when I was
obviously in the wrong. Who have forgiven me when
even I have wronged them, even without good reason.

Which brings me to the last story I want to tell in
this column, something that happened on a Wednesday
evening in the fall of my sophomore year. It was already
getting dark out, and I was crossing College Walk when
I got a call from a friend of mine. She was trapped on the
balcony of Hamilton Hall.

On the rocky heights of
Morningside, we inhabit a universe
washed in the surreal, a world too
good to possibly be true.

Atop that building’s high colonnade is a wide ledge
that’s only accessible through the windows of three
classrooms on the sixth floor. My friend had snuck out
there and, when she turned to leave, she realized that all
three classrooms were now in use. She couldn’t get down
without making her presence known. Still on the phone,
I walked over to the quad below Hamilton, and looked
up. There she was, sitting on the ledge.

I was not the only one who saw. Around me, a few
observant students had taken notice of the person sitting
high above. What should she do?

What else could we do? Me on the ground, her sit-
ting up high—we talked. As dusk turned to darkness, we
stayed on the line, an ancient heavenly connection in an
extraordinary place, until the classroom behind her emp-
tied out and she made it down.

When we leave here, will we rise to some loftier
height or softly descend to Earth? I don’t know. But I
know that whatever the real world is like, we have been
changed by living in a community whose virtue defies
all reason.

For that, I am profoundly grateful. From our rocky
perch on Morningside Heights, we put up our hands, and
touched the face of God.

Samuel E. Roth is a Columbia College senior majoring in
history and political science. He is a former Spectator editor
in chief We Are Not Alone runs alternate Thursdays.

ILANA SCHULDER
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS

1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious,
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs,
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $375K. Neil (646)
373-5545 or (April 1-15) Frank (212)
865-3631 x213.

APARTMENT HOUSE TO SHARE
Responsible person to share fully furn,
beautiful apt in central Riverdale. Rea-
sonable rent, includes utils and ca-
ble. (917) 617-0405.

115 ST—50 MORNINGSIDE DR, apt
53. Open House Sun, April 22, 1-2:30
pm. 6 room, 1.5 baths, 1100 sq ft.
Renov, great view. $1.151M, maint
$1439. No brokers. (917) 721-7453.
BEAUTIFUL 1 BR CO-OP for sale near
CU. Open house Sun, April 22, 1:30-
3 pm. Contact Efraim at (924) 6030
efraimz@kwnyc.com or Shimmy (646)
812-3545 shimmyv@kwnyc.com for
more info. KWNYC-Brokers.

1 BR CO-OP FOR SALE

90 LaSalle St. Beautiful and spacious
apt in excellent condition with balco-
ny and view of Hudson River. Located
in Morningside Gardens. Large win-
dows, 6 closets, hardwood floors. 24-
hour security, gym. 4 blocks north of
CU. $349K. Pics avail on Zillow.com
Hillary (917) 439-6781.

SUBLET: COZY STUDIO NEAR CU
campus. 5/14/12-8/10/12, flexible on
dates. $1400/mo. No undergraduates.
No smokers or pets please. Contact:
inyourdreamspc@gmail.com

UPPER WEST SIDE—104 St. Walk
to CU or MSM. Share large apt with
single professional. Have own spa-
cious furn double room and private
bath. All utils, cable, internet, Wifi in-
cluded. Fresh bedding and towels
provided. Doorman bldg. All ameni-
ties. Safe, perfect for non-smoking
grad student or working professional.
Long-term preferred. $1400/mo (neg).
Call Elaine at (212) 222-4357 (pm).
erwechsler@yahoo.com

EDITING & TYPING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg
Donors needed. Help someone create
a family and be compensated! $8000
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

SPANISH, BASQUE, OR SPANISH/
Filipino egg donor needed. We are a
loving couple who seek the help of a
woman who is attractive, kind, healthy,
w/dark brown hair and brown eyes. If
you have a desire to help, please con-
tact our representative at info@aper-
fectmatch.com or call 1 (800) 264-
8828. $15-$20K + expenses.

HELP WANTED

WEB DESIGNER NEEDED to update/
beautify an existing website for a cen-
tral Harlem restaurant at an hourly
rate. Please call John at (917) 731-
1539 or email badhorsepizza@veri-
zon.net

WANTED: COMPUTER programmer
with skills in app design for startup
company making medical apps. Col-
laborate with faculty member. Please
submit resume to dcw4@columbia.
edu

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender
and relational issues. Sliding scale.
Free consultation. CIGNA accepted.
Psychology Today. Near CU campus.
csilver@brooklyn.cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212)
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

SPERM DONOR

$$SPERM DONORS WANTEDS$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift
of family through California Cryobank’s
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com
SPERM DONORS WANTED

Healthy males between the ages of
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Calll
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY
10016. (212) 779-3988.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You
care for kitties until they find forever
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call
(212) 567-5206.

UNWANTED CLOTHES PICK-UP
Door-to-door pick-up of you unwanted
/gently used clothes and small items.
Prompt, reliable, inexpensive. Call (646)
241-1633.
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OPEN CASTING CALL

SATURDAY APRIL 21°" 10AM-3PM
GHELSEA STUDIOS

191 WEST 26™ STREET - 5™ FLOOR - NEW YORK, NY 10001
BRING A VALID ID AND A RECENT PHOTO.

YOU MUST BE 21 YEARS DR OLDER BY MARGH 1 2013,
AND APPEAR TO BE BETWEEN THE AGES oF 20 AND 24.

MORE INFO AT: WWW.EUNIM-MURRAYCOM/RWCASTING

Contact Information
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DR. 07

AT FOOD FOR YOUR WHOLE LIFE

ﬂ’ DR. MICHAEL ROIZEN
ﬁu) AND DR. DAVID KATZ

Join internationally recognized educators,

ilindcians and fitness experts at the Food For Your
Whole Life Conference, This event is always a

sell out, so make your reservations today.

JUNE 3 & & - HILTON NEW YORK
PUBLIC SESSION - SUNDAY JUNE 3

Ay

FOCID

for your

WHOLE
HEALTH) |FE™

FoodForYourWholel.ife.org

o AT e
Heart
A sOChation,

Our idea of
making a

splash

See the world differently

@ Contiki.com/puzzle

Solve the puzzle and save up to 5300
onyour trip! Keady. Set. Go to Europe.

l VACATIONS for "l'-ll:l-ll's-

coLumBiAUNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

SUMMER ARTS 2012

Courses in Film, Theatre Arts,
Visual Arts and Writing

THIS SUMMER'S OFFERINGS INCLUDE
Advanced Painting Intensive: Paris
Advanced Printmaking Intensive: NYC
Television Writing Intensive
Writing and lllustrating Children’'s Books
Screenplay Revision Workshop
Paris Then and Now: Circles of Influence

Undergraduate and Graduate Levels
Credit and Noncredit Available

For more information:
arts.columbia.edu/summer
soasummer@columbia.edu
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YOU’VE BEEN PIED | As their initiation to the Varsity Show, cast members have a pie thrown in their face by the creative team at their dorm rooms.

V-Show remembers and reinvents its traditions

BY CHRISTIN ZURBACH
Spectator Staff Writer

The Varsity Show is one of the most ingrained stu-
dent-driven traditions at Columbia, but to the cast and
crew behind the show, the production in itself a rite
of passage.

Founded in 1894, the Varsity
Show is the oldest performing
arts group on campus and has
become rooted in the Columbia
community—“Roar, Lion, Roar”
is even based off of a Varsity
Show tune. This sense of cama-
raderie and history has passed
to the participants who inherit
the rituals and rites of their predecessors, bonding
members and alumni to each other and to Columbia.

One might say their indoctrination has a messy
beginning: a pie to the face. The Varsity Show creative
team goes to the actors’ dorms to throw pies in their
faces to inform them that they made the cut, rather
than making them go the conventional route of wait-
ing by a door for a cast list posting.

V118 director and V116 actor Alex Hare joked that
“getting pied in the face is definitely not delicious,”
as the creative team just fills the empty pie tins with
whipped cream, but it’s still one of the most memo-
rable moments for any cast member.

“It was incredibly exciting and terrifying getting
pied—the director of V116 took a series of pictures
of me as I was pied and you can see my face change
from confused to elated to just total fear,” Hare said.

As a pie-ing perpetrator, producer Hillary Kritt,
BC ’12, maintains the experience is just as scary and
fun from the other side. “It’s really scary ‘cause you

$ 118

VARSITY
SHOW

don’t want to hurt them,” she said. “Somebody broke
someone’s glasses one year.”

Despite the chaos of the inauguration, it lays the
building blocks for their long-shared experience.

“It’s fun because it’s kind of the first community
thing we do together;” Kritt said.

Even though the process vary from year to year,
the creative team always ends up going back to the
beginning, by watching past Varsity Shows and think-
ing about what else they can bring to the table on two
annual weekend retreats.

“We spend a weekend or a little more than that
holed up in a room coming up with ideas,” Kritt said.
“That’s another thing about the Varsity Show—it’s like
avery team-created piece—like we all go on the retreat
together, we all come up with the plot together, and
then the writers go off and write.”

Basic as the routine is, it’s a thing of tradition—
going along with the ‘if it ain’t broke, why fix it?’
philosophy.

In part, the producers credit the alumni with
passing down such time-honored traditions and
procedures.

“The alumni are very involved in making sure
these traditions go from year to year to year;” Kritt
said. “Some feel very strongly about it, so it’s funny, in
terms of making changes.”

Many alumni return to watch the show, but their
participation also extends beyond just that of an audi-
ence member. They’re a critical part of the infamous
Turkey Day, when old members return to see a raw
cut of the show. After the performance, the alumni
meet with the show’s producers to critique the show—
it’s where plot twists and entire characters are de-
bated and occasionally thrown out. During last year’s
Turkey Day, one of the most popular characters from

the “West End Preview;” the “Frontiers of Science
Cowboy,” was scrapped, much to the dismay of the
writers. This year, the writers reflected more posi-
tively on the hours-long ordeal.

“This year in particular was very constructive,”
Harris said. “We had 60 alumni come and we talked
for four hours ... It’s a really impressive showcase of
the Varsity Show community and people come back—
one of the people there did a Varsity Show in 1958.”

From Turkey Day onwards, the cast is thrown into
awhirlwind of practices, often working late into night
and spending hours exclusively with their cast mates.

“Not only is the creative team a second family but
the whole Varsity Show community is, just ’cause of
how much time we spend together;” Harris said.

Perhaps the best-known side of the Varsity Show
among the average Columbia student is the sense of
mystery around the show. The theme, like most other
details surrounding the production, isn’t even unveiled
until the opening night.

“We do that for the community, so that the audi-
ence gets a surprise performance basically—so you get
into the room and you don’t know what you’re getting
till you get the program. You see the title and as the
show goes on, you’re just sort of surprised by what’s
going to happen,” Kritt said. “For that reason, and also
because the show is always changing. Like literally,
we’ve cut numbers like two days ago so we don’t want
to tell you guys something that’s not going to be real.”

Whether throwing pies or making Morningside
Heights excursions for a humorous photo shoot, the
quirky and practical traditions help temper the Varsity
Show’s grueling schedule—they also may be why the
show is celebrating its 118th year.

Charlotte Murtishaw contributed reporting.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Feminist theorist
Judith Butler
rethinks kinship

BY LESLEY THULIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The humanities were given a vote of confidence
from an intellectual superstar on Wednesday, in a
lecture by renowned feminist and queer theorist
Judith Butler.

Butler delivered “Reflections on Kinship Trouble,”
the third installment of the Barnard Humanities
Initiative in Barnard Hall. Butler’s influential book,
“Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of
Identity;” changed the course of gender and sexual-
ity studies by famously putting forth the theory that
gender and sexuality are performative, when it was
first published in 1990. In the lecture, Butler explored
kinship as a source of confusion.

“People are periodically confused about kinship,”
Butler said at the beginning of her lecture. Kin relations
are both recognizable and “nearly unrecognizable.”

“Children do ask, ‘Are you my mother? and a fair
amount of children’s fiction is oriented around the
question whether or not a given animal, for instance,
is or is not someone’s mother ... or which one is the
real mother?”

The author of 2000’s “Antigone’s Claim: Kinship
Between Life and Death,” Butler focused her discus-
sion on Greek tragedy—specifically, Euripides’ “The
Bacchae” and “Antigone;” and Sophocles’ “Oedipus
the King.”

But she also brought her discussion outside of the
realm of theory into a modern context. Butler cited
an amicus brief she wrote—which argued that the
Chilean Supreme Court’s decision to deny Karen
Atala, a lesbian mother, custody of her children vio-
lated her human rights—to illustrate how modern
kinship categories do or do not attach to people.

“In arguing for her parental rights her lawyers
had to discredit the notion that she was damaging
her children and their development by virtue of
being ‘out’ as a lesbian and a mother,” Butler said.
“If one returns to “The Bacchae’ with this case in
mind, one might wonder how we rethink the figure
of Agaue ... Does the play give us insight into the
murderous aggression of mothers—of the murder-
ous consequences of their sexual ventures or sexual
dispositions?”

Using these classical examples as a foil for a
greater discussion of sexuality and gender, Butler
discussed the impact of a parent’s sexuality on a
child—or the lack thereof.

“A young adolescent girl says to her two dads,
‘Will you be disappointed in me if I'm not gay?” And
they respond, ‘Listen, if you're gay, youwll be like us. If
you like men, you’ll be like us. So in either case, you
won’t escape us. It’s a strangely narcissistic response
... meant to operate in the service of permission.”
But for Butler, it returns us to “the problem of those
breaks in kinship that seem to be part of its very defi-
nition and those forms of misrecognition that seem
to characterize the life of kin relations.”

The lecture related to Lit Hum texts in two ways,
according to Christia Mercer, the chair of Literature
Humanities, who was in the audience.

“All of them [the Lit Hum texts] involve, funda-
mentally, some discussion of family and family-rela-
tions, so it’s obviously relevant there,” Mercer said.
“But also given that she talked about some of our Lit
Hum authors and some of our Lit Hum texts, it was
areally rich analysis of part of Sophocles.”

The lecture provoked Mercer’s interest in a topic
beyond the scope of Butler’s discussion.

“One thing I was going to ask her is the question
about the Christian notion of kinship, because that
notion of kinship is universal—and that’s a very Lit
Hum question—as a counter to the ancient Greek
stuff” Mercer said.

Butler is a visiting professor of the humanities
in the department of English and comparative lit-
erature. Butler is teaching a graduate course in the
department called “Reading Kafka.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Bestselling author encourages creative solutions to Columbia’s space dilemmas

BY ABBY MITCHELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Jonah Lehrer, CC ’03, has some out-of-the-box
opinions when it came to designing and thinking
about the Manhattanville expansion.

“I have one piece of advice for whoever is design-
ing the Manhattanville campus: fewer bathrooms.”

Speaking to a packed crowd of students and fac-
ulty in William & June Warren Hall on 115th and
Amsterdam on Tuesday, Lehrer’s creative ideas
about architecture might have been jarring to some—
but using research and case studies, the best-selling
author explored how to combine design to best capi-
talize on a diverse community and foster creativity.

His bathroom thesis was inspired by Pixar
Animation Studios. Lehrer explained how Steve
Jobs, the owner of the company at the time, was said
to have “ripped up” the original design of the space,
which planned for three separate buildings for ani-
mators, designers, and engineers. Rather, Jobs was
adamant that the headquarters be one building, and
made every effort to bring people together: notably
by limiting mile-long building to two bathrooms.

“If there’s one place that everyone has to go ev-
ery day, it’s the bathroom,” Lehrer said. “You talk to
people from Pixar, they often talk about their bath-
room epiphanies, the great ideas that they had while
washing their hands or that serendipitous chat that
they had in the hallway on the way to the bathroom.”

Lehrer was invited to speak by the University
Senate precisely because of these sorts of observa-
tions. In his latest book, “Imagine: How Creativity
Works,” Lehrer examines how people come up
with creative ideas and questions how architecture
and building design can contribute to the creative
process.

“You go back to the 1950s ... and you find that most
ideas were the product of a lone genius, someone
working by themselves, who shifted the paradigm,
and all alone, saw farther than the rest of us—like

Einstein or Darwin,” Lehrer said. “You fast forward
to the 21st century and now most innovations are the
product of people coming together in teams from
different domains.”

In a statement, the Senate explained that they
hoped Lehrer’s insights would help them as they
conduct areport on student space around campus. In
light of the Manhattanville expansion, several build-
ings on the Morningside campus will be emptied
over the next few years, opening opportunites for
other schools to expand or for new spaces to be cre-
ated. The Senate’s report will be used to advise the
administration as they decide how to allocate such
space as it becomes available. For Lehrer, such allo-
cations come down to one simple, central concern:
making interactions happen—a task he maintains is
never easy, and isn’t always self-evident.

“It is about getting people to mix. As Jobs once
put it, ‘creativity is about connecting things.” Well,
most of those connections come from other people,”
Lehrer said. “Outsiders can often see more, because
they know less.”

Lehrer encouraged the Manhattanville archi-
tects to look at diverse examples when consider-
ing their designs, and urged the audience to think
creatively about spaces that became creative hubs
completely by accident.

One such example was the famed “Building 20”
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which
Lehrer described as “a horrendous place to work
and live,” with a defective heating system and walls
filled with asbestos. However, Lehrer explained, the
building churned out some of the greatest innova-
tions of the past few decades, and was where the
field of linguistics was refined and where the Tech
Model Railroad Club gave rise to modern hacker
culture.

“You had linguists talking to computer scientists.
Who in the 1950s never thought to combine, but by
the 1960s were giving rise to artificial intelligence,”
he said. “This really awful space, this place that was
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designed in an afternoon, is a model for scientific
architecture. There’s a lot that we can learn.”

Lehrer emphasized that those kinds of inter-
actions—forcing people to come together in these
simple ways—is much more important than having
the best equipment.

Above all, Lehrer maintained that physical loca-
tion matters.

“You go back 10 or 15 years and you hear lots
of futurists predicting the death of geography. In
the 21st, thanks to email and Skype ... we can sit at
home on our couch on our pajamas and get all of the
interactions that we need,” Lehrer said. “Needless
to say that hasn’t happened.”

When Lehrer opened the discussion to audience
members, University Senator Kenny Durell ques-
tioned Lehrer’s assertion that proximity is wholly
positive—drawing on the constant strain on schools

SHRIYA MANIAN FOR SPECTATOR
CREATIVITY EXAMINED | Jonah Lehrer’s ideas on design are on the quirkier side—advocating few-
er bathrooms and more density—but through research, Lehrer demonstrates that they increase creativity.

like the School of the Arts to accommodate a grow-
ing faculty.

“You mentioned friction as a positive. Friction
is frequently brought up on this campus as a nega-
tive thing,” Durell said. “We have to share too many
resources on this campus, and part of this space
initiative is figuring out now that we have a little
bit more space what we can do with it

Lehrer agreed that sometimes, the closeness his
design philosophy mandates can be frustrating, jok-
ing about the small size of his John Jay single as a
freshman. For Lehrer, it is all about maximizing
the upsides.

“Human friction feels a little unpleasant,” he
said. “The question is not density or lack of space
per say. If the space is well designed, you don’t no-
tice how many people are there.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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Past squeaky
bum time, but
not all over yet

or those of you
lazy enough not _ 1
==L

to look underneath

my headshot, the

title of my column S fl[

is “Squeaky Bum

Time.” It is a phrase

coined by a man RONNIE
that I dislike, but SHABAN
respect very much:

Sir Alex Ferguson. Squea]fy
Ferguson has man- Bum Time

aged Manchester

United for over 25 years and has said
a lot of quotable phrases along the
way. The one I chose was part of his
famous mind games when Man U
was in title contention for the ’02-’03
Premiership. The quote was, “It’s get-
ting tickly now—squeaky-bum time,

I call it” To better understand this
term, you have to look no further than
the Columbia men’s tennis team.

The Ivy League season couldn’t
have opened better for the Light Blue.
First, Columbia downed the defend-
ing Ivy League champion Cornell in a
hard-fought match. Next up was the
Big Green from Dartmouth, which
was ranked No. 67 in the nation at the
time and was riding a seven-match
winning streak. Columbia came out on
top. The third and perhaps most diffi-
cult challenge was against Ivy favorite,
Harvard. The Crimson had a 16-1 re-
cord, which garnered them a national
ranking of No. 20. And you guessed it:
The Lions won another tight one off
the back of a heroic performance by
freshman Winston Lin.

So, sitting at 3-0 in the league, the
Lions had four games left against
teams who were all ranked lower
than them. Winning the league
looked more likely than not. A week-
end series away at Yale and Brown
seemed more like a formality, as the
two teams had only one Ivy League
win between them.

How else can you
explain, in the 19th
match of the season,
a peculiar thing like
cramping deciding a
match?

Cue the squeaky bums. On
Saturday against Yale, the Lions lost,
4-3, because of tightness, literally.
Tied at 3-3, the match was going to
be decided by the No. 3 singles spot,
which came down to the third set.
Nathaniel Gery for the Lions was up
a break and two games away from
securing a victory. Then something
strange happened. His legs started
cramping. Although it would have
been extremely difficult to close
out the match with this injury, it
is still definitely possible if you’re
able to pull off some big serves.
Unfortunately, he didn’t get the
chance, as he was penalized a point
two different times for taking too
long: Once when he attempted to
drink Gatorade and again on match
point for staying on the ground too
long. Game, set, match. The next day
at Brown, the Lions seemed shell-
shocked and never really got going,
losing 5-2.

There are a number of possible ex-
planations for these losses. Columbia
has always been at a bit of a disad-
vantage when going away in the Ivy
League because it doesn’t practice on
outdoor courts. Despite their lower
rankings, Yale and Brown are still
good teams, and Ivy League matches
are always more intense than non-
conference ones. I believe it was the
top spot the Lions were sitting on
that got to them. How else can you
explain, in the 19th match of the sea-
son, a peculiar thing like cramping
deciding a match?

Not all is lost for the Lions this
season, though. They still sit tied for
second in the league, which means an
Ivy League title is a possibility. The
Light Blue has its last two matches
this weekend, which it must win in or-
der to have a chance. Harvard is now
the team sitting on top of the league,
and it has three games to try and close
out the title. Hopefully the Crimson
will start squirming around in that
seat and get some squeaky bums.

Ronnie Shaban is a senior in the School
of Engineering and Applied Science
majoring in mechanical engineering.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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BULLSEYE | Senior recurve archer Sarah Chai will compete in the second round of trials on April 23 for a spot on the London 2012 summer Olympic team.

Light Blue archer aims to join Olympic squad

BY LAURA ALLEN
Spectator Staff Writer

Senior Sarah Chai has a long list of
titles. She’s the outgoing CCSC senior
class president, a Sigma Delta Tau sister,
a future law student, and—by many ac-
counts—one of the most caring people
on campus. She’s also a national archery
champion and now an Olympic hopeful.

“She’s always going to meetings,
always away at archery, but she still
finds time to text me every day,” said
sophomore Aurora Gilbert, a close
friend of Chai’s in SDT. “Whenever
I’m with her, she’s so attentive to how
I'm feeling, always asking about my
life and how I am.”

Put abow and arrow in Chai’s hands,
though, and her attention becomes less
warm and welcoming. Her concentra-
tion narrows, her demeanor intimi-
dates, and for Chai, everyone in the
room disappears.

Her focus has also brought her to the
elite level of competition. Looking for
a place on the London 2012 Summer
Olympics team, Chai passed the first cut
of trials in Texas last September. She
also qualified for the trials four years
ago, but did not survive the first round.

Now Chai will head to Chula Vista,
Calif. for the second round on April 23,
during which 16 competitors will be re-
duced to eight.

Her Olympic ambitions have not de-
tracted from her dedication to collegiate

competition. She and her recurve team-
mates took gold at last month’s Indoor
National Championships for the second
consecutive year. She ended the recent
indoor season with the highest individ-
ual score in the country.

According to Columbia coach Derek
Davis, her Olympic training regimen
lines up perfectly with the demands of
outdoor season.

“Sarah’s kind of like a real self-mo-
tivator. She doesn’t need a hovering
coach. She knows what she’s looking
for,” said Davis, who called her work
ethic “top-notch.”

Archery didn’t begin as intensely for
the Irvine, Calif. native, who fell in love
with the sport at camp when she was 13.

“It was just fun. You know, when you
see the arrow go into the target, espe-
cially when you get the gold, it’s a really,
really, really cool feeling,” Chai said.

She stepped up her game in high
school. In ninth grade, she began train-
ing with Seo Hyang-Soon, the 1984
Olympic individual gold medalist. That
new level of competition instilled a sin-
gle-minded tenacity within Chai.

“Archery has very much taught me
that, with everything, it’s important to
be focused on that one thing at a time,”
Chai said. “When I'm shooting, I'm
not thinking about the midterm I have
coming up or what I’'m going to eat for
lunch. It’s just that one arrow. That one
shot at a time.”

Chai’s work ethic in archery

translates to other outlets of her life,
especially her main priority: school-
work. Her balancing act earned her
a spot at Berkeley’s law school next
year. She will likely return to her
home state but is still waiting to hear
from other programs.

“When I’'m shooting, I'm
not thinking about the
midterm I have coming
up or what I’'m going to
eat for lunch. It’s just
that one arrow.”

—Sarah Chai,

senior recurve archer

Dedication is not her sole secret to
success, though. Organization enables
Chai’s attentive commitment. She
blocks off time for each responsibility
in her planner and fully immerses her-
self in each engagement.

“The fact that she’s busy and does so
much makes it so that she puts her all
into everything she does,” Gilbert said.
“When she’s in a meeting with us, she’s
not thinking about anything else. She’s

dedicated to the sorority, and I'm sure
that’s how it is with archery and student
government.”

Chai’s student government work has
been a part of her Columbia life since
she was a freshman. Each year, she has
planned her class winter formal de-
spite not being available every week-
end due to the archery season. Chai has
worked with outgoing CCSC president
Aki Terasaki since they were freshmen,
when the two immediately bonded.

“She is always on top of everything
that she needs to do, just having so many
different things going on at once. And
being a student-athlete and having to
balance that as well, she always makes
time for council,” Terasaki said.

Chai credits support from friends
and family as the main contributor to
her success.

“I think especially going through the
trials process has shown me how much
everyone is there for me and encour-
aged me,” Chai said.

Her teammates text her through-
out her competitions, sending her en-
couraging messages when they can’t be
there in person.

“We’re definitely sort of her cheer-
ing squad,” archery teammate senior
Kate Cwynar said. “Everybody really
loves Sarah. Of course, she’ll get to
the very final rounds of the one-on-
one competition and we’ll all be there:
‘Sarah Chai, you can do it! Pull through,
strong shot!”

Columbia drops both in doubleheader to nonconference rival

BY MYLES SIMMONS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It was what some call “Dracula
weather” out at Van Cortlandt Park
on Wednesday afternoon, where the
Lions (14-21, 6-6 Ivy) dropped both
games to Manhattan (17-19) in the bat-
tle of the 1 train, 9-2 and 6-3.

In the cloudy, drizzling, windy
mess, the Light Blue once again
struggled to find its offense against
a Manhattan team that stayed unde-
feated at home this season.

Head coach Brett Boretti kept it sim-
ple in describing the team’s two losses.

“We underperformed,” he said.
“Manhattan kicked our butt.”

Things didn’t start out well for the
Lions in the first of two seven-inning
contests. Sophomore Joey Donino got
the start in game one and didn’t make
it out of the first inning. After hitting
the first batter of the ball game and
allowing him to steal second, Donino
induced two groundouts to clear the
bases with the score 1-0, Manhattan.

But after giving up a double to
right fielder Andrew Gorecki, third
baseman Joe McClennan reached on
an error by shortstop Aaron Silbar.
After that, the floodgates opened,
with Donino giving up five unearned
runs before being pulled in favor of
senior Zach Epstein with the Light
Blue down 6-0.

The score stayed that way un-
til the bottom of the fourth, when a

COLUMBIA 2
MANHATTAN 9
COLUMBIA 3
MANHATTAN 6

Manhattan sacrifice fly made it 7-0,
and two more RBI singles for the
Jaspers in the bottom of the fifth made
it 9-0, closing out their scoring.

The Lions would finally get on the
board in the sixth inning with fresh-
man Robb Paller’s RBI double, mak-
ing the score 9-1. It was Columbia’s
first hit since Jon Eisen’s single up
the middle to begin the game. After
Paller’s double, junior Eric Williams
had an RBI groundout to finish the
Lions’ scoring in game one.

Game two differed from the first
in that Manhattan didn’t score until
the third, and kept adding on until
the game was over. Sophomore Joey
Gandolfo got the start and pitched two
clean innings before giving up three
runs in the third.

Offensively, the Lions had more
chances in game two but couldn’t get
the clutch hit. Junior Dario Pizzano
lined out to short with the bases
loaded and two outs in the third.
With senior Billy Rumpke up with
the bases loaded and just one out in
the sixth, junior Nick Crucet scored
on a wild pitch to make the score 5-1.
But Rumpke couldn’t cash in on a base
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SWINGING IN THE RAIN | Columbia attempted to stage a late comeback
against Manhattan in both games on Wednesday but fell short, 9-2 and 6-3.

hit, instead knocking in just one run
with a groundout to make it 5-2. The
Light Blue closed out its scoring in
the seventh, with senior Mark Heil’s
solo shot to left—his first home run
of the season.

Although the team was able to put
runs on the board late, Boretti felt his
team needed to do more.

“We need to be more resilient. It’s
tough to wait until the last inning to
get some things done,” he said. “We
need to do a better job, having better
quality at-bats and fighting more.”

The Lions’ next opportunity to do
that will come on Friday afternoon at
1 p.m. in the first of four games against
division rival Princeton.
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