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BY MAGGIE ASTOR
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Campus is plastered with black-and-white signs in 
anticipation of tonight’s Take Back the Night march, and 
they are as stark as the statistics they display: “86 percent of 
adolescent sexual assaults go unreported.” “As many as one 
in three girls and one in seven boys will be sexually abused 
at some point in their childhood.” “About 324,000 women 
each year experience intimate partner 
violence during their pregnancy.”

Sexual violence will be at the  
forefront of students’ minds as they 
wind through Morningside Heights, 
fighting back by blowing whistles and  
screaming chants. But sexual assault 
happens year-round, and there are a 
number of resources available on cam-
pus to address the mental health issues 
that so often arise as a result.

“There’s still a stigma around  
being sexually assaulted,” said Karen Singleton, director 
of the Sexual Violence Prevention and Response Program 
at Columbia. “There’s a lot of shame associated with it, 
embarrassment, fear of judgment, fear of losing one’s com-
munity, one’s friends.”

Six percent of female and 2.4 percent of male students 
at Barnard and Columbia who responded to the 2004 
National College Health Assessment reported having been 
sexually assaulted in their lifetime, but Singleton called 
that a “minimizing number,” meaning that the assaults are 
underreported. The NCHA was distributed to students 
again last year, but that data is not yet available.

In an effort to overcome many survivors’ hesitance 
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Rapper Talib Kweli and 
indie-rock band Vampire 
Weekend are set for this 
year’s Bacchanal spring 
concert, which moves back 
to the Low steps.

Bacchanal players set 
for spring concert

A&E, page 3

Columnist Jonathan  
Hollander criticizes the  
Columbia Palestine Forum 
for aggravating the tension 
surrounding the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict.

Hatemongers
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After graduating from  
Columbia in 2008, Drucker 
decided to play tennis profes-
sionally. He has spent the last 
two years traveling the globe 
and honing his tennis skills.

Jared Drucker looks to 
improve world ranking
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Columbia University Film 
Production has changed its 
agenda this year to help  
student filmmakers through 
the entire process of taking 
films from script to screen.

Filmmakers make a 
break through CUFP
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After dropping four games 
to Princeton, Columbia 
softball will face Manhattan 
in a doubleheader that should 
prepare the team for weekend 
opponent and Ivy rival Cornell.

Lions seek to rebound 
from weekend sweep

Sports, page 7

ColumbiaSpectator.com

BY MARGAUX GROUX
Spectator Staff Writer

As issues of climate control 
continue to make front-page 
news, the Earth Institute plans 
to unveil a new undergraduate 
major in sustainable develop-
ment for fall 2010. 

Building upon the existing 
special concentration in sustain-
able development, a group of 
faculty members, administrators, 
and students is currently mapping 
out the new major. The concept 
of an undergraduate program 
at the Earth Institute has been 
something that Jeffrey Sachs, 
director of the Earth Institute 
and a special advisor to United 
Nations Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon, has wanted to cre-
ate since he took his post at the 
University, Kevin Griffin, Interim 
Program Director of the Special 
Concentration in Sustainable 
Development, said.

Griffin said he hopes that 
this new “trans-disciplinary” 
course of study, which will in-
corporate courses from a range of 
departments, will help students 
come up with creative ways 
to use resources responsibly. 
“The problems that we’re facing 
worldwide are so big and chal-
lenging that they simply can’t 
be solved in a strict disciplinary 
way,” Griffin said.

Although the list of required 
courses for the major is still be-
ing developed, it will include a 
wide range of topics spanning 
from economics to anthro-
pology. In addition, Griffin 
emphasized that a practical 
component will be essential 
to the new major in the form 
of field work. “We’d like to get 
students out there where these 

sorts of concerns are staring 
you in the face all day,” he 
said. The committee at the 
Earth Institute that is currently 
working on the logistics of the 
major plans to hold an in-depth 
meeting in May.

Students are already show-
ing interest in this new major. 
Jess Epsten, BC ’11, said, “I 
would definitely do it because 
it’s more concentrated on policy 
and the humanities, which I 
think is a valuable facet to learn-
ing about the environment from 
a more global perspective.”

Faculty are also confident 
that students will be drawn to 
the new major. Ruth DeFries, 
Denning professor of sustain-
able development, said she 
expects it to be as popular 
as the existing concentration 
among undergraduates. 

For the students, the num-
ber of opportunities in sustain-
able development after gradua-
tion is continually expanding. 
“I can’t imagine any job they 
couldn’t get,” Griffin said.

Even with the full major, 
the special concentration in 
sustainable development will 
continue to exist, Griffin said. 
He explained that the con-
centration allows students to 
be grounded in a traditional 
discipline while still exploring 
“how humans can make deci-
sions about resources without 
destroying the planet.”

“The times just really de-
mand it,” DeFries said about 
the importance of teaching 
the next generation to use 
resources responsibly. She said 
she believes that students need 
to be versed in how to handle 
the challenges of the future.
news@columbiaspectator.com

“OCCUPATION 101”

Earth Institute to create 
new major for fall 2010

ESC elects class councils, amends voting
BY ELIZABETH SCOTT

Spectator Staff Writer

The Engineering Student Council 
class elections closed Wednesday with 
uncontested candidate Heather Lee 
clenching the senior class presidency. 

Joffre Andrade will assume the 
role of senior class vice president, and 
Stanley Chen and Varun Gulati were 

both elected class representatives. 
The open class elections come af-

ter recent ESC constitutional re-
views. Members decided to change 
the Executive Board voting process 
in a way that will allow SEAS stu-
dents more access to the elections 
without changing its fundamental 
internality.

Before this unprecedented change, 

the constitution stipulated internal 
elections of the E-board. The public 
could listen to candidates’ speeches, 
but the doors were closed for the 
council’s discussions. The E-board 
releases only the ultimate decisions 
to the student body.

According to current ESC President 

Residents face stricter rules for pet ownership 
BY SAM LEVIN

Spectator Staff Writer

From the intimidating pit bulls that 
bite on command to the droopy eyed 
Saint Bernards that slobber and snore, 
dogs—and their owners—who live 
in New York City Housing Authority 
buildings will face new rules and regula-
tions starting May 1, and local responses 
have ranged from relief to outrage.

NYCHA, which traditionally 
banned pets in its buildings, changed 
its policy to allow limited ownership 
of domesticated animals in 2002 in 
response to the national Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility 
Act, which required that the Housing 
Authority grant tenants the right to 
own one pet per apartment.

The resulting rise of dogs in public 
housing led to a surge of reported dog 

attacks, some of which led to police 
intervention and open gunfire, said 
Howard Marder, public informa-
tion officer of NYCHA. Pit bulls 
specifically have been determined by 
NYCHA to be predators to public 
housing residents, and in response to 
pit bull attacks, NYCHA will enact a 
stricter policy starting in May.

The new policies will require dogs 
to be under 25 pounds, a change 
from the current 40 pound maxi-
mum, and more specific limits will 
be placed on the types of breeds al-
lowed—all with the goal of eliminat-
ing “vicious” dogs, Marder said.

Ethel Velez, executive director of 
the New York City Public Housing 
Residents Alliance, and self-professed 
dog-lover, called the issue “a double-
edged blade.” She expressed doubt 
with the revisions of policy, saying, 

“The fact that we are going to have 
smaller dogs does not mean that they 
will be less vicious,” adding that she 
fears the 25-pound limit will only 
result in “smaller bites.”

Velez also said that rules on pa-
per are not always practical. “The 
Housing Authority has no one to 
monitor who has a dog and who 
doesn’t, and who is cleaning up after 
their dog and who isn’t.”

At NYCHA’s Grant Houses on 
123rd Street and Amsterdam, residents 
reported that dangerously aggressive 
dogs are common and rules are not 
followed.

“They don’t regulate them. 
Nobody says anything. Everybody 
has a pet,” said resident Michelle 
Seroy, as she walked her dog.

Lila Neiswanger / Staff Photographer
MAN’S BEST FRIEND  |  Starting in May, the New York City Housing Authority will implement new rules for pet own-
ership in its buildings. The decision follows a rise in the number of dog attacks occurring in the neighborhood.

James Rathmell for Spectator
MUSLIM STUDENTS ASSOCIATION  |  Barnard English professor Bashir Abu-Manneh addressed a group of students  
during a question-and-answer session following the screening of the documentary Occupation 101. The film features 
interviews with leading Middle East scholars and testimonials from those directly affected, as well as information 
on the historical roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The event was co-sponsored by MSA and the Arab Students 
Association at the School of International and Public Affairs.

24/7 advocacy hotline: (212) 854-WALK

Peer counselor hotline (Rape Crisis Center):
(212) 854-HELP, 7-11 p.m. daily

Sexual Violence Prevention and Response Program 
office, Lerner Hall 3rd floor: (212) 854-4366 

Students interested in becoming a peer advocate or 
counselor, in organizing a workshop, or in volunteering 
for SVPRP in any capacity should call (212) 854-4366.

SEE PETS, page 2

SEE ELECTION, page 2

Campus advocates
provide range of services

A month-long series on 
mental health

Groups reach 
out to victims 

of assault

SPECTATOR TOWN HALL—Join us for dinner and dialogue. This is your opportunity to meet the editors and provide feedback. Monday, April 20 at 7 p.m. in Earl Hall
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LateNite Theatre
Enjoy a night of Columbia theatre 
at the LateNite Spring 2009 Play 
Anthology. Five brand new, student-
written one-acts will be performed 
tonight, tomorrow, and Saturday 
nights, and tickets are free.

Lerner Black Box Theatre, 11 p.m.

EVENTS — APRIL 16

Take Back the Night
March with other Columbia and 
Morningside Heights community 
members to protest sexual assault and 
declare safe spaces in the neighbor-
hood. The march will be followed by 
a speak-out in which survivors will 
anonymously share their experiences.

Barnard Gates, 9 p.m.

“People feel threatened 
by dogs who are walking 
their masters.”

—Ethel Velez
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Centers collaborate to heighten awareness

to seek help, SVPRP offers different 
ways for people to get support, from as 
offering accompaniment to the hospital 
or the police precinct, to organizing an 
event or workshop, to talking to a friend 
or roommate about the assault.

The program aims to “break the si-
lence and work against the isolation” of 
being a survivor, Singleton said.

Nicole, CC ’09, whose name has been 
changed because she does not want to 
publicly reveal the details of her experi-
ence, sought counseling at Counseling 
and Psychological Services after a male 
friend entered her room while she was 
sleeping and attempted to sexually as-
sault her in September.

“It was traumatizing ... because of 
the loss of control and the invasion 
of your space and personal self, quite 
literally,” she said.

She did not seek help until four months 
after the incident occurred.

“I felt like it wasn’t as bad as 
what could have happened to me, 
so I didn’t really think I needed any 
kind of treatment until it continued 
to bother me,” she said.

This feeling is common among 
survivors, and it is one SVPRP aims 
to challenge.

“You may feel like, ‘I should be able 
to get over this, I should be able to sleep, 
I should be able to move on with my 
life,’ but in reality, that’s not the way 
people respond to trauma,” Singleton 
said. “You really need assistance and 
care to move on and survive it.”

SVPRP maintains “a very close 
working relationship” with both 
CPS at Columbia and the Rosemary 
Furman Counseling Center at Barnard, 
according to Singleton, and every 
year Singleton and Anna Tekippe, 
program coordinator for the Rape  

Crisis/Anti-Violence Support Center, 
conduct trainings for CPS and Furman 
counselors on how to treat students who 
have been sexually assaulted.

When a student comes to SVPRP 
after being sexually assaulted, he or she 
is accompanied to the hospital or to the 
police if they choose to go. After that, 
SVPRP advocates usually recommend that 
a student contact CPS or Furman.

“Obviously, it’s never demanded 
... but it’s very highly encouraged,” 
said SVPRP peer counselor Kendra 
Moore, CC ’09.

SVPRP will often contact CPS or 
Furman on the student’s behalf and re-
quest that the student see a counselor who 
specializes in sexual assault or trauma, 
Singleton said. “We can be the conduit 
so they [students] can see someone who’s 
a specialist,” she noted.

“Sexual violence is a permeating 
problem on college campuses, and I 
think it’s extremely taboo,” Moore said. 
“People won’t talk about it, don’t believe 
it’s happening here.”

To combat that perception, SVPRP 
hosts frequent workshops with cam-
pus groups to raise awareness about 
sexual violence.

“This isn’t a subject people really 
want to talk about, so it can be un-
comfortable for people to participate,” 
Moore said of the workshops. “We re-
ally try to make it fun and engaging, as 
engaging as this subject can be.”

Rape Crisis Center peer counselor 
Saffiyah Madraswala, BC ’09, said 
that the center encourages survivors 
to participate in dialogues about their 
experiences. 

“If people can’t talk about positive 
sexual experiences, think how diffi-
cult it is to talk about negative sexual 
experiences,” she said. “We really try 
to embody all these things that will 
in the long term allow people to have 

healthy, consensual relationships.”
Singleton said SVPRP’s campus 

visibility has increased recently, not-
ing that while in the past, most of 
the students who sought help from 
the program had been referred, today 
many more come in on their own. 

“Years ago you would never have 
someone walk into the Rape Crisis 
Center and say, ‘I’d like to have advo-
cacy.’ People didn’t even know what 
advocacy meant,” she said.

As a result of a recent initiative to 
address violent student relationships, 
students are asked to answer questions 
screening for relationship violence 
when they make an appointment 
online with Health Services. If their 
answers indicate that they are in a 
violent relationship, they will be con-
nected with appropriate resources.

“A lot of women who are in situa-
tions where their relationship is violent 
aren’t necessarily prone to report it,” 
Singleton said. “But if they’re asked, 
it gives the indication that there isn’t 
such a stigma attached to it.”

As with depression and other mental 
health concerns, people are most likely to 
disclose problems stemming from sexual 
assault to a primary care provider.

“Trauma manifests itself in so many 
ways,” Singleton said. “They [patients] 
might have headaches, sleeplessness, 
nightmares ... but actually they’ve been 
assaulted. If you’re not asking about that, 
you wouldn’t be able to identify them 
as such.”

Students who have been sexually as-
saulted can call SVPRP’s 24/7 advocacy 
hotline, and a peer advocate will accom-
pany them to the hospital, to the police, 
or to other resources they request. Peer 
counselors are available every day from 
7-11 p.m. via a separate hotline.
Maggie Astor can be reached at  
maggie.astor@columbiaspectator.com

Housing authority sets pet restrictions 

Another resident, Jackie 
Nieves, expressed concern with 
the current rules. “There have 
been a lot of attacking inci-
dents,” Nieves said, adding of 
the new policy, “the rules need 
to be reinforced,” Nieves said. 
“People don’t follow the rules, 
they’re not supposed to have 
large dogs.”

Others argued that the rules 
were too strict in the first place. 
“I think it is outrageous,” said 

Paul Ordóñez, a Grant House 
resident. “A dog is a dog and 
should be treated like any 
person wants to be treated.” 
Ordóñez, who once owned 
a pit bull, said that his dog 
was never violent, adding, “It 
was unfair that I didn’t get to 
keep it. We pay rent.”

Seroy echoed these senti-
ments. “Pets are great for older 
folks. And for me, I have a dis-
ability, and it is a reason for me 
to get out,” she said.

Marder admitted that, since 

2002, the pet policy has been 
somewhat of an experiment. “It 
was kind of like, you go out and 
write your own rules,” Marder 
said, noting that the revision 
“became necessary because of 
abuses to the system.”  Marder 
added, “We are not a police 
force, we are a landlord.”

Velez acknowledged a need 
for change, despite her love of 
dogs. “People feel threatened 
by dogs who are walking their 
masters,” she said.
news@columbiaspectator.com
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ESC voting to increase transparency
Peter Valeiras, SEAS ’09, ESC 
was the only council that did 
things internally because “we 
think that because we know 
the positions we can determine 
who would be best fit for a posi-
tion. We also have seen most of 
the people who have run were 
already on council...we’ve seen 
what they’ve done over the past 
year and we know what they’re 
capable of.”

The specifics of the con-
stitutional changes to the 
election process were fine-
tuned in a council meeting 
Monday night.

While outside students 
will be able to sit in on the 
deliberations, the elections 
will be done by secret ballot 
and closed vote from council 
members only.  

Another stipulation of 
the new system is that SEAS  
students running for student 

body president will need 100 
signatures from students, which 
must include at least 20 signa-
tures from each class and the 
remaining 20 signatures from 
any student. For the rest of 
the E-board positions, poten-
tial candidates will need 80 
signatures in total, at least 15 
per class, with the remaining 
signatures from any class. 

According to Valeiras, past 
councils haven’t opened the 
election process to the public 
because of an inability to com-
promise on members’ conflict-
ing views of what the election 
process should look like. 

Class of 2009 President 
Kim Manis said that past 
councils have only looked 
at the issue as a question of 
indirect or direct elections, 
“so it’s a completely differ-
ent discussion.” Manis cites 
trepidation on the part of 
council members “concerned 
about breaking a system that 

is already working” as a reason 
why these changes haven’t 
been instituted before.

Council members hope that 
this will encourage constitu-
ents and members of other 
student organizations to come 
and participate in the process 
by asking the candidates ques-
tions during the newly opened 
discussions and see how the 
elections proceed.

“I think that this defi-
nitely will change the SEAS 
students’ attitude towards 
the council – it’s so closed 
that people don’t see us as 
effective or see what we do,” 
Valeiras said. “It will be a 
positive change and students 
will feel like they have a stake 
in the process.”

Class of 2011 incumbent 
president Kamal Yechoor 
was reelected, and Judy Kim, 
2012, won her class’s presi-
dential slot.  
news@columbiaspectator.com
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BY MATT HERZFELD
Columbia Daily Spectator

LateNite Theatre is more than just a mid-
night snack—it’s a f ive-course meal that acts 
like a full workout.

The 90-minute theater program is made up of five 
one-act plays, all directed, written, and performed 
by Columbia students. Aside from that, the plays 
produced this year have little in common, which is 
precisely the point.

Erin Byrne, BC ‘09, a co-producer of LateNite—
long with Alice Mottola, BC ‘10,—is quick to empha-
size the diversity to be found among the five plays. 
“We try to strike a balance between the serious and 
the comedic,” she explained. As the producer, Byrne 
sees her job as a creative role, making an arc for the 
entire evening. The key to creating this arc is varying 
the content—if one play is not to a particular audi-
ence member’s taste, the next one should be.

Byrne’s goal is to make theater accessible to the 
entire Columbia community. She believes LateNite 
grows a little each year. “It has gotten flack in the past 
for not taking itself seriously, but everyone is very 
invested and dedicated. Things are fun and relaxed, 
but good work gets done.”

Rob Trump, CC ‘09, one of the writer-directors, 
describes working on the show as “wholly enjoyable.” 
Trump, who has written for the Varsity Show, is a new-
comer to LateNite. He believes that the reduced pres-
sure of LateNite provides a forum for students to take 
risks and experiment. Trump describes his approach to 
writing as “finding what happens when normal people 
have to react to really abnormal situations.”

While Trump’s play is a comedic spoof of mur-
der mystery parties, he thinks conflict is the key to 
a compelling play. “When the conflict is something 
ridiculous, you’re more likely to laugh, and when it is 
more serious you’re likely to experience an emotional 
impact,” he said.

LateNite’s diverse plays are a direct reflection of 
the assortment of people involved. Byrne says that the 
individuals involved with LateNite come not only from 
every corner of campus theater, but also those who 
are completely new to theater altogether. Jon Kaplan, 
CC ’11, is a LateNite veteran in his fourth show, but 
his stage experience was limited to improvisational 
comedy before being involved in LateNite. Kaplan 
is in two of the plays this semester, and continues to 
come back because of the camaraderie he feels with 
the rest of the cast and crew.

But LateNite is not all fun and games. Each 
LateNite production has given Kaplan new chal-
lenges to face as an actor. In the past, he has had 
to hone his dancing skills, pretend to be an NYU 
student, and share the stage with a fellow actor 
who was completely nude. This year, he has to 
portray an old man.

“This role is more removed from who I really 
am,” Kaplan said. “But that is what is so great about 
LateNite. It is a playground, but less daunting than 
a full length play.”

BY VICTORIA FOX
Columbia Daily Spectator

In the name of filmmaking, student director 
Max Rifkind-Barron, CC ’11, was kicked out 
of Butler Library.

Rifkind-Barron’s project Anhedonia—about a col-
lege student’s addiction to studying and his roommate’s 
comical obsession with stopping him—is part of a 
handful of projects making up the inaugural produc-
tion season of Columbia University Film Production. 
While Butler may seem like a logical location for a 
film about study-crazed students, some unknown 
school rules threatened to get in the way.

“We had a problem,” Rifkind-Barron ex-
plained, “Apparently you’re not allowed to shoot 
in Butler at all.” 

Due to its complexity, filmmaking is an art noto-
rious for setbacks, making teamwork and planning 
paramount in its execution. While a few obstacles 
(like Butler security guards) are inevitable for even 
the most experienced filmmakers, CUFP hopes 
production season will create a network to overcome 
these hitches with finesse and creativity—a strategy 
that is working, as Rifkind-Barron’s project has 
made it to post-production. 

Though primarily known as simply a free on-
campus source for undergraduates to rent camera 
and sound equipment, CUFP launched its first an-
nual production season this semester to expand the 
club’s scope. “We had been trying to reshape the 
club’s direction from just being a rental company 
to actually developing our own projects,” produc-
tion season coordinator Clea Litewka, CC ’10, 

explained. To become more like a real production 
company, CUFP is using its production season to 
guide a handful of short film projects from the early 
writing stages to final cuts. 

Writers and directors were selected to participate 
in production season by online application—writers 
submitted a five-page screenplay sample and direc-
tors submitted a résumé. After selecting the writers 
and directors, CUFP led a series of workshops to 
equip participants with the support to make their 
artistic visions into concrete projects. 

The writers’ workshops, organized by Litewka, 
used a collaborative atmosphere to create individual 
scripts that were both well-structured and feasible for 
campus shooting. “My idea for the writers’ workshop 
was that it would be peer driven,” Litewka explained. 
“I tried to choose people who seemed to be pretty 
strong writers so they could give feedback and com-
ment on one another’s work.” Writers spent several 
sessions building their individual scripts, concluding 
with a table reading that brought writers and direc-
tors together. Final drafts were then submitted and 
the projects turned over to the directors. 

Similar to the writing workshops, directing work-
shops were designed to give directors the informa-
tion and assistance to bring their ideas to screen. 
Directors were given tutorials in directing actors, 
working with the camera, editing, and planning the 
particulars for their individual films.

Beyond simply being information sessions, the 
workshop process provided writers and directors 
with the chance to network with other undergradu-
ate filmmakers, forming contacts that are essential 
to coordinate the complex process of filmmaking 

at an undergraduate level. “It’s hard to find your 
voice as an undergraduate here because so much 
emphasis is placed on the graduate film program,” 
Rifkind-Barron said, “and we don’t get any of their 
resources, we don’t get any of their counseling. It’s 
just off-limits to us.” 

While several films are still wrapping up their 
shooting and post-production phases, CUFP is plans 
on having a screening of all the production season proj-
ects by the end of the semester, marking a solid step in 
advancing Columbia’s undergraduate film. 

Ajit Pillai / Senior Staff Photographer
DIVERSE DRAMA  |  LateNite Theatre offers a set of 
unconnected plays to entertain audiences. 

WHERE IT’S AT

Time:  Friday-Sunday at 11 p.m.
Place:  Lerner Black Box
Cost:  Free!

LateNite Theatre 
to bring a

plethora of plays
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Ian Kwok / Senior Staff Photographer
CAMPUS CINEMA  |  CUFP has given undergraduate 
filmmakers the training to make their movies.

Columbia film group makes a home for filmmakers

Bacchanal concert set to bring the noise this weekend
BY ANGELA RUGGIERO-CORLISS
Columbia Daily Spectator

“War on Fun” be damned. This Saturday, from 
3-5 p.m, Columbia students will set down their 
textbooks, don their sunglasses, and congregate on 
Low steps to see Talib Kweli and Vampire Weekend 
perform in the Bacchanal spring concert. 

For the average Columbian, the concert means 
a free show and a chance to celebrate spring. But 
for coordinators in Bacchanal Special Events, the 
concert is the culmination of a long and tiring 
planning process.

So what does it take to put on a big concert 
at Columbia? The Bacchanal spring concert is 
produced by Bacchanal Special Events and ad-
ditionally funded by Columbia College Student 
Council, the Arts Initiative, Barnard’s Student 
Government Association, and the President and 
Provost Fund. Planning for the event has been 
underway since the fall.

Bacchanal works with an agent to book the 
performers. “It ends up being a relay process,” said 
Bacchanal’s president Jeremy Reich, CC ’09. The 
concert’s line-up depends largely on the availability 
and cost of the artists. The club’s budget, which is 
granted by the Activities Board at Columbia, is a 

limiting factor—especially this year because it was 
lower than usual, according to Reich. 

Sometimes, pulling off the concert means pulling 
strings. “We had contacts with Vampire Weekend 
because they went to school here,” said Bacchanal’s 
concertmaster Benny Shaffer, CC ’09, adding that this 
year’s show boasts some of the most high-profile acts 
in Bacchanal history. In the past, the spring concert 
has showcased artists still on their way up to superstar-
dom. When rapper Kanye West headlined in 2004, 
“He was just starting to get big, but we managed to 
get him for a very small price,” Reich said.

This year, Bacchanal hopes that the juxtaposition 
of Talib Kweli’s politically charged rap and Vampire 
Weekend’s preppy indie-pop will please the student 
body. “We want to do the best we can to satisfy a 
wide variety of tastes and get artists who we think 
will appeal to everyone,” said Reich. 

The concert will take place on Low steps, marking 
a return to tradition. Last year’s spring concert, which 
featured indie acts The National and Grizzly Bear, was 
held in Roone Arledge auditorium due to budget con-
straints and a booking conflict for the Steps. Because of 
fire code regulations, Bacchanal could only distribute 
a certain number of tickets—but many ticket holders 
never showed, leaving empty seats inside the venue 
and hopeful concert-goers locked outside. 

Boris Mindzak, SEAS ’09, attended last year’s 
show. “The bands themselves aren’t really bands 
that would get crowds pumped,” he explained, but 
added that “there were definitely a lot of people who 
enjoyed the show.” Bacchanal hopes that this year’s 
show will be more universally appealing. 

“It’s pretty obvious that it wasn’t a success last year 
and we’re conscious of that,” said Reich.

Staging the concert outdoors is an expensive 
undertaking—setting up a stage, sound, and lighting 
equipment outdoors increases the cost by $15,000 to 
$20,000. “That is a really significant percentage [of 
the club’s budget],” said Reich. Bacchanal coordina-
tors think it’s worth it, though, especially after the 
shortcomings of last year’s indoor affair. “It’s not the 
concert if it’s not outdoors,” Reich added.

The spring concert is a tradition at many other 
universities. Brown University’s “Spring Weekend” 
seems more like Coachella than college—the six-band 
line-up includes Nas, Of Montreal, and Santigold. 
Shaffer attributed this to a larger budget and a charge 
for tickets—Bacchanal is free. “It’s for the whole 
community to enjoy,” Shaffer said.

According to Reich, the Columbia administration’s 
notorious “War on Fun” has imposed limitations on 
the Bacchanal concert by decreasing budgets and 
increasing regulations. “Freshman year was much, 

much more fun than senior year, in terms of the 
on-campus scene,” he said. “The War on Fun boils 
down to a real concern for the University’s liability, 
but not for its students.”

Yet providing security for the concert is a real is-
sue—especially in New York City. Contracts specify 
that the names of the artists cannot be released more 
then two weeks before the show, to prevent an over-
whelming audience. “I don’t think there’s really go-
ing to be a riot to an indie band, or just a concert in 
general, but these rigid policies say that could very 
well happen and if it does, they [the Columbia ad-
ministration] don’t want to be liable,” said Reich.

James McShane, associate vice president of the 
Department of Public Safety, confirmed Public 
Safety’s role. “We are a full partner in the planning 
of the Bacchanal events,” he said. McShane added 
that, although security will be increased, the cam-
pus would remain open to the public. Shaffer spoke 
positively about collaborating with the Columbia 
administration and Department of Public Safety. 
“Things have gone really smoothly,” he said.

“We’re trying to do the best with what we’ve 
got,” said Reich. But with diverse and high-profile 
acts, Low steps as a venue, and Saturday’s forecast 
reading 67 degrees and sunny, “what we’ve got” 
looks like an improvement. 

MUSIC

Courtesy of Monotone Inc.
BLASTIN’  BACCHANAL  |  Returning to Low Steps with headliners Talib Kweli and Vampire Weekend, Columbia’s Bacchanal promises to be a much better event 
than last year’s questionable performance. Despite the supposed “War on Fun,” Bacchanal should give Columbia students the concert they deserve.

FILM

SPRING SOUNDS

Saturday, 4/18

Vampire Weekend and 
Talib Kweli rock out 
on the Low Steps from 
3-5 p.m.

Monday, 4/20

Listen to Neal Goldberg 
on the Low Steps from 
12-2 p.m., and then 
grab some grub at the 
Taste of Morningside 
Heights 3:30-5 p.m. 
Finally catch  Alice in 
Wonderland from 8-10 
p.m. on the steps.

Wednesday, 4/22

Oak and Gorski bring 
acoustic music to 
the Sundial from 
12-2 p.m., and 
Comedy Central’s 
Robert Kelly brings 
his comedy show to 
Lerner Party Space 
from 7:30-9 p.m. 

Thursday, 4/23

Hit the Low Steps 
for music or just to 
chill, complete with 
free giveaways from 
12-2 p.m.

Friday, 424

North campus 
transforms to one giant 
capture-the-flag game 
from 8-10 p.m.

Saturday, 4/25

Enjoy a “Hippie BBQ” on 
Low Plaza, complete 
with drum circles from 
1-4 p.m., and then 
head over to Ancel 
Plaza from 4-7 p.m. for 
a Hawaiian Luau.

Sunday, 4/26

Come to Low Plaza for 
bagels and hackeysack 
from 12-2 p.m., and 
then mellow out at 
the Postcrypt Folk 
Festival on Ancel Plaza 
from 12-6 p.m.

CALENDAR OF BACCHANAL EVENTS

THEATER



BY LINNEA HINCKS  AND KABITA PARAJULI 

Why march in Take Back the Night?  Take 
a look at your nearest bulletin board, and a 
montage of fl yers will give you some good rea-
sons. One in four women will experience 
rape or attempted rape at some point 
during college. Usually 90 percent 
of these women knew the perpetra-
tor. As one bold-lettered fl yer states, 
“Sexual violence aff ects us all.” How 
so? Th e chilling testimonials of 
the speak-out  after the march, 
during which people from 
the entire University talk 
anonymously about expe-
riences of sexual violence, 
continue to reveal this cold 
fact—it happens here too. In 
dorms after parties, during 
orientation week, over win-
ter break—the list goes on. 
We do not live in isolation. 
When sexual violence happens 
to people we love and cherish, 
often we feel violated too. How 
could someone be so fundamentally 
disrespectful to a friend?

People inevitably ask what 
good it does to march. Can pub-
lic protest do anything to change 
the course of private acts? Many of 
us have sought to articulate how 
exactly a march and speak-out can 
prevent sexual violence. Ending this 
violence is about changing culture. 

It means eliminating the stigma commonly 
associated with having been raped through 
creating a space that will provide support. 
Seeing our peers on the streets, united in 
their convictions, inspires the refl ection nec-
essary for cultural change. “Cultural change” 
means examining our society’s attitudes to-
ward sex, toward relationships, and toward 
power. As an individual experiences his or 
her voice blending with hundreds of others, 
one asks: what is my role in this? What can 
I do to prevent sexual violence? How can I 
reach out to those who have been aff ected 
and empathize with their experiences? 

Th e T-shirts this year read, “Tonight is a 
night of survival, in the most active sense of 
the word.” Together, the march and speak-

out create a rare space in which 
survivors may take important 

steps in a process of healing and 
refl ection. Our purpose is to 

commemorate those who have 
survived, and to honor resil-

ience, recognizing that it is 
survival and not victim-
hood that has allowed 
each one to reach this 

point in his or her life. 
Th e march is an opportunity for 

co-survivors—those who supported, 
cared for, and listened to survivors—to 
express their pain, and their commit-
ment to ending sexual violence. For 
allies of the movement, the march 
fulfi lls a similar purpose. 

Take Back the Night isn’t only about 
protest, or even prevention. In turn, 
prevention is not about fl irting less, 
drinking less, or even simply lock-
ing up those who have raped. Nor 
is it exclusively about self-defense 

or saying no in a louder voice. 
Preventing sexual assault means 
looking at the way we live our 

lives and treat our intimate partners. We 
march, not because most sexual assaults 
take place in dark alleyways, perpetrated 
by strange men, but because the narrative of 
violence causes us to feel unsafe as women 
and men walking home late at night. 

We march down Broadway  and Amsterdam , 
reclaiming the spaces that have caused us pain. 
As a collective of survivors and co-survivors, 
we pass a dorm, fraternity, or sorority and learn 
when something has happened. Some of these 
places have more signifi cance than others. For 
some people, a dorm will elicit the memory of 
a crush, or a really good party. For someone 
else, it is about being pushed too far, where the 
limits she   set were invalidated or dismissed, 
where you were taken advantage of, or where 
you were too drunk to express consent. We face 
what we know, and remind ourselves that it is 
in that place that change must happen.

We march as a community. Inclusiveness 
must be a priority. Sexual violence is a problem 
in all communities, and excluding one from 
the evening—because of religious observances, 
for example—would be antithetical to the 
mission of the march. It is for this reason 
that this year’s march has been pushed from 8 
p.m. to 9 p.m., to respect the end of Passover . 
Hopefully, this will ensure that all those who 
would like to march may do so. Th is is not an 
ideal solution, but given the schedule of the 
semester, it is the only possible day. 

Take Back the Night has a 21-year history at 
Barnard and Columbia. We have seen changes 
occur in the University community and in the 
organization of the march itself. Please join us 
in pushing the movement further.  

Linnea Hincks is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in comparative literature and society. 
She is the co-coordinator of Take Back the Night. 
Kabita Parajuli is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in comparative literature and society. 
She is the treasurer of Take Back the Night.

Turning Blue 
Java green

As fi nals and term papers 
approach, students are in-
creasingly preoccupied 

with their school work and need 
aff ordable ways to stay awake 
late. Columbia Dining Services  
off ers reduced coff ee prices when 
students fi ll up reusable mugs 
instead of paper cups. However, 
Dining Services charges custom-
ers more for refi lling a non-Blue 
Java  mug than one brought from 
Blue Java. To encourage students 
to practice eco-friendly habits, 
Columbia should off er uniform 
discounts for all cups.

Dining Services has made 
strides to become greener by 
removing trays from John Jay 
Dining Hall  and serving sus-
tainable and locally grown 
foods, but its coffee-serving 
practices lag behind. Students 
who use their own refillable 
mugs are charged more than 
those who use Blue Java mugs 
or even disposable cups. In 
some Blue Java locations , re-
f illing a personal mug costs 
50 cents  more than refilling a 
Blue Java mug. An incentive for 
Dining Services to continue this

practice may be to encourage 
students to buy cups from Blue 
Java. Unfortunately, such busi-
ness tactics may force students 
to prioritize their pocketbook 
over helping the environment 
when they purchase coffee. 
Students should not have to 
make that choice.

While it may seem diffi  cult to 
determine what to charge for a 
mug due to varying sizes, baristas 
at other shops, such as Starbucks , 
decide refi ll prices by comparing 
the size of the customer’s mug to 
thier standard cup sizes and then 
off ering the patron a fl at discount. 
With a new pricing policy, stu-
dents should hold up their end 
of the bargain by using refi llable 
mugs, both to take advantage of 
the lower prices and to decrease 
campus waste.

Charging lower prices for cof-
fee-mug refi lls will encourage stu-
dents to be more environmentally 
conscious in their daily routines. 
By using discounts to incentivize 
eco-friendly behavior, Blue Java 
will help Columbians keep up 
with their fast-paced lives while 
making it easier to go green.
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POLITICS ON STILTS

Why join us 
tonight

R E A S O N A B L Y  
R I G H T

J O N A T H A N  
H O L L A N D E R  

Michelle Obama’s  status as a fashion icon 
is inspiring, not demeaning

To the editor: 
In her April 14 op-ed “An Ivy-educated fash-

ion icon,”  Ana Baric  writes, “If a female public 
fi gure can only receive respect and accolades 
(that aren’t related to her aesthetic appeal) if 
she wears pants suits, we have a problem.” 

I think the problem is the opposite. Who 
says that curiosity in Michelle Obama’s  fashion 
is negatively correlated with the amount of 
attention we give to her actual agenda and ac-
complishments? Th e fi rst lady’s interest in bright 
colors doesn’t negate her interest in military 
families. Th e media may obsessively follow her 
footwear choices, but Obama’s status as a fashion 
icon is not demeaning. It’s inspiring because 
it shows that she is comfortable with herself, 
both as a woman who likes fashion and as an 
intelligent and successful professional. Th ese 
are not mutually exclusive categories.

In her own words, one of the most impor-
tant things Baric learned about herself during 
her fi rst year of college was “the importance 
of wearing edgy black clothing.”  Fashion is 
important, and it’s a part of who we are.

Just because I’m excited that Obama looked 
fantastic during her trip to London  doesn’t 
mean I forget all the other things I love and 
admire about her. She would be just another 
celebrity with a stylist, not making the style 
section of the New York Times,  if it were not for 

her impressive credentials. I admire her for her 
achievements and also for the way she presents 
them—dressed appropriately but in a way that 
refl ects her personality and humor.

I think it is super for even “Harvard  and 
Princeton  educated” women (and hey, even 
Columbia  women, as well) to love looking great, 
feeling great, and doing great work at the same 
time. I wish I could feel comfortable wearing 
one of Obama’s outfi ts to an interview rather 
than my standard black pantsuit. Women do 
not need to un-sex themselves or stifl e their 
personalities to be taken seriously, and Obama 
is a testament to that. I commend her and look 
forward to seeing her at J.Crew.  

Emily Rose Jordan,  CC ’09
April 15, 2009

Columnist misrepresents issue of wealth 
redistribution with overly simplistic anal-
ogy

 
To the editor:
Lauren Salz’s  April 8 column “Th e daily mug-

ging”  is an unfair simplifi cation of the issue of 
progressive taxation and wealth redistribution. 
By examining it in entirely nominal terms, Salz 
fails entirely to address issues of utility fl ow. 
She is of course correct in suggesting that even 
non-welfare government expenditures and ac-
quisitions are still implicitly redistributive (a 
fi ghter jet protects poor Americans as well as 
rich ones, despite the latter paying for a hugely 
disproportionate 40 percent of the cost), but her 
“mugging” analogy ignores the fact that, despite 
the redistributive nature of such taxes, even the 
rich draw a signifi cant fl ow of utility from the 

appropriations of their taxes. Moreover, one could 
argue that, in a sense, the higher tax burden of the 
rich is merited in areas such as defense, security, 
roads, and myriad other public services, as the 
fundamental service a rich American extracts 
from these services is clearly greater than that of 
a poor American. A clear example comes in the 
form of the aforementioned fi ghter jet. Yes, the 
richest 1 percent of Americans pays for nearly 
half the cost of that plane, but if one consid-
ers instead the value of the hypothetical jet, or 
tank, or satellite, as a function of the value it 
defends, this “disproportion” begins to disap-
pear. According to this line of logic, this same 
1 percent of Americans shoulders such a hefty 
tax burden because they control a relatively 
proportional stake of the wealth being defended 
by the American military. When considered 
in terms of dollars paid for dollars protected, 
the idea that American taxes are “excessively” 
progressive begins to break down. Similarly, 
while the rich pay a hugely disproportionate 
part of the cost of police, fi remen, ambulances, 
etc., when one considers the value they extract 
from these services, i.e. the defense of a much 
greater aggregate estate, the dollar-for-dollar 
cost seems far more equitable. Admittedly, 
these correlations are not linear. After all, the 
rich pay not only higher absolute taxes, but also 
higher nominal tax rates on each dollar earned, 
but when one factors in diminishing marginal 
returns, the reality is that dollar-for-dollar, the 
value extracted by the rich from government 
services in relation to their tax dollars is likely 
far less disproportionate than Salz would have 
us believe. 

Michael Samuels, CC ’12 
April 14, 2009

Activism that matters
Two weeks 

ago, a group 
of pro-Israel 

students and I trav-
eled to Washington, 
D.C.  to meet with 
congressional  rep-
resentatives about 
the America-Israel 
relationship. In ad-
dition to giving me 
new insight into 
the driving force 
behind America’s 
Israel policy, the 

experience showcased the massive divergence 
between Columbia’s anti-Israel activists and 
the American mainstream. You see, while the 
Columbia Palestine Forum  is busy convinc-
ing everyone to boycott Israel (which is kind 
of tough when you can’t use Israeli-developed 
products like the cell phone, voice mail, instant 
messenger or the Pentium  processor), our lob-
bying mission took a practical and constructive 
stand in favor of peace and coexistence, some-
thing that I believe is sorely lacking among 
Columbia’s anti-Israel radicals. 

At Columbia, I fi nd we often get caught 
up in debates over the Israeli-Palestinian  
confl ict that hardly exist anywhere outside 
our academy. For instance, the major issue 
on campus at the moment is the push by the 
Columbia Palestine Forum to label Israel 
an “apartheid” state and to pursue a policy 
of boycotts and sanctions. If these anti-
Israel activists ever came to Capitol Hill,  
I’m pretty certain that all 535 congressmen 
would laugh in their faces and dismiss their 
proposal as nonsense. Th is is not because the 
United States Congress  is trapped within the 
clutches of the “Israel lobby,” but because the 
policies being advocated by the Columbia 
Palestine Forum either have no basis in real-
ity or are completely impracticable.

In the face of the apartheid claim lies the 
fact that Arabs living within pre-1967 Israel 
carry full Israeli citizenship, with Arabs 
having served in both the Cabinet  and on 
the Supreme Court . In fact, Israel is one of 
the few countries in the Middle East  where 
Arab women can vote in meaningful elec-
tions, lending credence to the argument 
that in many respects, Arabs living in Israel 
have more rights than Arabs living in most 
Arab countries. Obviously, there still ex-
ists a considerable amount of economic and 
political disparity between Jews and Arabs in 
Israel, but does a similar rift between African 
Americans  and Caucasians  not occur in the 
United States? I say this not to condone these 
inequalities but rather to question the fair-
ness of applying the apartheid label to Israel 
when the United States and Europe both have 
deep-seated racial problems of their own. 

Th e members of the U.S. Congress  
understand that Israel is in fact a very free 
society, which is why the Jewish state gar-
ners so much bipartisan support. In our 
meeting with Rep. Charlie Rangel —one of 
the most powerful (and liberal) members 
of the House —the congressman outlined a 
position on Israel that was both measured 
and productive. Like most Democrats , he 
wasn’t thrilled by the election of Benjamin 
Netanyahu  as prime minister, but at the 
same time he noted that he did not think it 
would be a major setback to America-Israel 
relations, since the connection has more of 
a foundation in the shared ideals of freedom 
and democracy than it does in the political 
leadership of the moment. Th e key to peace, 
he said, was to stop groups like Hamas  and 
Hezbollah  from derailing the process, a 
position that stands somewhat at odds with 
the radicals at Columbia who see Hamas as 
Gaza’s  democratically legitimate rulers (in 
the same way that Hitler  was Germany’s 
democratically legitimate ruler) and who 

don’t even believe that Israel should exist as 
a Jewish state.

Rangel was not the only congressman 
to voice these pro-Israel, pro-peace opin-
ions—virtually every representative we met 
with that day also reiterated his or her sup-
port for Israel as a critical element of U.S. 
foreign policy. Witnessing this solidarity 
with Israel gave me a great deal of solace 
because it highlights just how irrelevant 
groups like the Columbia Palestine Forum 
are. By focusing solely on the demoniza-
tion of Israel and fl agrantly ignoring the 
terrorist (or as they refer to them, “resis-
tance”) elements of Palestinian society, 
the Columbia Palestine Forum eff ectively 
removes itself from the mainstream dis-
course and thus from the policy process. 

In my opinion, anti-Israel radicals 
have become so caught up in their twisted 
perceptions of the situation that they are 
blinded to the realities on the ground. Like 
it or not, Israel exists as a Jewish state with 
both conventional and nuclear deterrent 
capabilities. Th is means that, hard as some 
may wish it, Israel will never cease to be the 
Jewish homeland. Th us, by calling Israel an 
apartheid or genocidal state, groups like the 
Columbia Palestine Forum are accomplish-
ing nothing other than feeding the cycle of 
hatred—and the bloodshed that results. Th e 
only way for peace to ever be achieved is 
for activist groups to be proactive and work 
towards the establishment of two states, not 
the destruction or demonization of one. 
Th is was our goal on Capitol Hill, and I am 
certain that it made more of a diff erence 
than screaming slogans on College Walk . 

Jon Hollander is a Columbia college junior
majoring in economics.

Reasonably Right runs alternate Th ursdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com

e-mail: jonahollander@gmail.com 

Letters to the 
editor

ILLUSTRATION BY CHANNA BAO  

SHAINA RUBIN  

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of interest. Submis-
sions should be between 700 and 900 words and express an opinion that does 
not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers 
meet with an associate editor to edit their submission before publication. Sub-
missions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway. 
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BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL
Egremont, MA. 3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 
dining and living room. Near French 
Park, Prospect Lake, 5 miles from Great 
Barrington, 20 min to Stockbridge and 
Tanglewood. Avail July 2009 through 
Labor Day. Pixs avail. Contact Phyllis 
(212) 666-3400; e-mail phyllow@aol.
com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea) 
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase. 
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.

CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
HUDSON RIVER SAILING PARTIES 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu
UNDERGRAD & MBA ADMISSIONS 
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays. 
com

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.
APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES.

All NY and US cities. Browse and post 
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or 
call 1 (877) 367-7368.
SEEK 1 FEMALE for furn BR in 2 BR 
garden UWS apt. Share living areas, 
laundry with P/T owner-occupant and 
small pets. $1300/mo incl utils. Non-
smokers, no pets, clean. Rent/secu-
rity required. (917) 690-5520.
SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Pk. 2, 3 & 4 BRs, 
light and outdoor space from $699,000 
to $1,799,000. (212) 595-4549. Visit:
www. west113.com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our 
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work 
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on 
behalf of the American Civil Liberties 
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA 
spying on US citizens, and put an end 
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/ 
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.
LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean 
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call 
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

PROFESSIONAL MARRIED COUPLE 
of South Asian/Indian origin looking to 
adopt a baby from the US. We prom-
ise your baby a life filled with love, 
warmth and well-being. Confidential, 
expenses paid. Call us toll free at 1 
(866) 261-9871 or e-mail us at: hope-
fulindian@yahoo.com. And visit http://
indiancoupleadopts.com

FOR SALE NEAR COLUMBIA
2 BR co-op, sunny 21st floor, updated 
EIK, stainless steel appliances. Spa-
cious LR (3-bridge view) and master 
BR. Hardwood floors. New fitness cen-
ter, wood and ceramic workshops, in-
door & outdoor children’s playground, 
24-hr security. B’way & 123 St. Priced 
to sell by owner $489.5K. No broker 
fee. Open House Sun, April 19. (212) 
280-3707. www.alittleredhen.com

FOR RENT: 200 W 109 St, Apt 8C. 
$1600/mo. Charming and spacious 
1 BR apt in a beautiful elev bldg. This 
apt has a large eat-in-kitch with plenty 
of cabinet space and storage, a large 
LR and a sunlit BR. Hardwood floors 
throughout. Pre-war moldings and de-
tails, high ceilings, and French doors 
complete this perfect picture. Call Mi-
chael Shapot at (347) 752-0251.

FOR SALE: 504-510 W 110 St, Apt 
8D. Asking price: $579K. Amazing 1 
BR, 1 bath pre-war condo. Terrific bone 
structure and layout with huge rooms, 
great closets, original details, over-
sized windows and high north light in 
a full service 24-hour doorman bldg. 
Low monthlies. A wonderful invest-
ment opportunity. Call Michael Shapot 
at (212) 712-6081.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



While in Phoenix 
over the week-
end, I had the 

privilege of attending an 
Arizona Diamondbacks  
game at beautiful Chase 
Field . Right before the 
game started, the PA an-
nouncer introduced the 
team’s mascot, Baxter , to 
the crowd. And to my sur-
prise, Baxter was a furry 
bobcat and had nothing at 
all to do with a snake.

Being from Chicago, I immediately connected 
Baxter to Southpaw , the White Sox  mascot, whom 
the team introduced several years ago. While cute 
in his own right, Southpaw, the big green some-
thing (Wikipedia doesn’t even know what he’s 
supposed to represent), has nothing to do with the 
team name or its history.

Just in the world of baseball, Southpaw and Baxter 
are joined by several other meaningless mascots includ-
ing TC (the Twins bear) , Lou Seal (from the Giants) , 
Stomper (the A’s elephant) , and Junction Jack (the hick-
ish rabbit railway conductor for the Astros). And there’s 
more: have a look at mlb.com/kids/mascots.jsp.

To be fair, the Wikipedia page on MLB mas-
cots does list the supposed signifi cance of each 
mascot to their team, but some of these are just 
an outright stretch.

“TC is loosely modeled after the Hamm’s Beer 
Bear , a mascot used in advertisements for Hamm’s 
Brewery, an early sponsor for the Twins.” Seriously?

In Arizona, the original stadium went by the name 
“Bank One Ballpark”  and was commonly known by 
local fans as “Th e Bob”. Th erefore, the team mascot 
became a bobcat, but come on! Doesn’t it just make a 
whole lot more sense to have it be a freakin’ snake?!?!

I know, team mascots are primarily there to en-
tertain the kids and big, furry animals are the most 
enticing characters around (thanks, Walt Disney ). But 
to crazy sports fans, mascots are a part of the game 
that all afi cionados like to latch onto and they become 
part of the fun and magic surrounding the team.

To prove this point, I need only direct you to the 
best mascots in sports—some of whom are so cher-
ished that they are indeed the face of the team. Mr. 
Met  appears on the Mets uniforms in Queens, the 
Phillie Phanatic  is just hilarious and Benny the Bull  is 
as well known as Michael Jordan . And those are just 
three examples out of many.

In college sports, mascots are arguably more 
respected and in some cases, a cult-like atmosphere 
surrounds the mascot’s honor. Bucky Badger  is all 
over Wisconsin’s campus and dons most offi  cial uni-
versity signage. It’s widely known that Georgia’s Uga  
has a student ID card and following the bulldog’s 
death (Uga VI to be exact) last year fl ags on campus 
were fl own at half-mast.

Most people are familiar with the controversy 
surrounding Chief Illiniwek  at Illinois where the 
NCAA  strong-armed the university into abandon-
ing its most recognizable symbol in 2007. But for 
students, alumni, and fans, the Chief lives on—
proving that mascots can be especially powerful 
even after they have ceased to exist.

Many Columbians do not know that the uni-
versity’s adoption of the lion as its mascot happened 
nearly 100 years ago. Th e modern adaptation of the 
Columbia mascot is, of course, Roar-ee the Lion . 
And to its credit, the university has done a decent 
job of promoting him. Roar-ee makes it to all major 
sporting events (and even shows up in the jersey of the 
sport), is available in bobble-head form, and the lion’s 
logo can be found on everything at the bookstore.

But while the Columbia lion’s history is 
long, the mascot is not widely known outside of 
Morningside Heights. Even worse, the Columbia 
community hasn’t adopted Roar-ee even though 
it was the student body that selected the charac-
ter’s name in a 2005 vote.

Before Roar-ee can make members of the 
Columbia community (past and present) proud, the 
mascot needs to be invigorated by the wider com-
munity on a campus that remains highly fragmented. 
Th e university can help by giving out free stickers and 
posters or asking the bookstore to stock more apparel 
that features the mascot. But somehow, Roar-ee must 
become a facet of student life before students can 
walk around like they do at Illinois or Wisconsin with 
shirts that just read “Chief” or “Bucky”.

It’s always easier to point out problems then 
to create solutions to solve them, but that’s ex-
actly what I’m going to do. At least we can be 
happy that Roar-ee is indeed a lion and not a 
giant pink caterpillar named Baxter.

Jacob Shapiro is a List College junior majoring in history 
and Talmud. sports@columbiaspectator.com 
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Lions  look to get back on track against Manhattan 
BY MICHELE CLEARY 

Spectator Staff  Writer

Th e Columbia softball team will look to 
rebound from a four-game sweep at the hands 
of Princeton  when it takes on Manhattan this 
afternoon. Th e Lions will also use this double-
header to tune up for Cornell, their next Southern 
Division  opponent.

Th e Light Blue  (12-24, 
2-10 Ivy) is currently mired 
in a fi ve-game losing streak. 
Th e four losses to Princeton 
were tightly contested—
all were decided by two 
runs or fewer—indicating 
Columbia’s troubles win-
ning close games. Over the 
course of the series, the Lions left 28 run-
ners on base.

Columbia lost the fi rst pair of games by 
scores of 4-2 and 6-5. On day two, the Tigers 
took the fi rst game 6-5 and the second 5-4.

Manhattan (8-22), which has lost six games 
row, will also be looking to reverse a losing 
trend. On Tuesday, the Jaspers were swept by 
Albany in a doubleheader, dropping the fi rst 
game 2-1 and the second 3-0. 

Despite strong pitching performances 
from Ashley Rampino  and Melissa Donnelly , 
Manhattan was unable to take the fi rst contest 
of the series. Only Kara Cokeley and Amanda 
Genovese had hits for the Jaspers. Manhattan 
only managed fi ve total baserunners. 

Th e second game carried a similar sto-
ryline—strong pitching and weak hitting. 
Th is time it was Erika Sullivan  who posted 
a strong start for the Jaspers, giving up three 
runs in four innings. Rampino came on in 
relief, allowing only one hit and no runs in 

two innings of work. But Manhattan was 
once again held to two hits, both off  the bat 
of Monica Evangelista .

Columbia played Manhattan twice last 
season, winning both decisions. In the fi rst 
meeting, the Lions came out with a 5-1 victory. 
Maggie Johnson  earned the win after pitch-
ing seven innings of three-hit ball. She also 
contributed off ensively with two hits, three 
RBI, and a run.

In the second meeting, the Light Blue took the 
victory by a score of 6-3. Erica Clauss  got the start 
and Aimee Kemp  earned the win. Clauss pitched 
four innings of three-hit ball and gave up just one 
run before Kemp came on and yielded two runs 
on four hits in three innings of relief.

Dani Pineda  led the Columbia off ense, go-
ing 4-for-4 with a hit and an RBI.

Th e fi rst game of today’s doubleheader is sched-
uled for 4 p.m. at Baker Athletics Complex . 

File Photo
LINE DRIVE  |  Th e Columbia softball team will look to end its fi ve game 
losing streak in a doubleheader against Manhattan  this afternoon.

File Photo
POWER SERVE  |  Since graduating in May, Jared Drucker  has been traveling worldwide on the international 
tennis circuit. Drucker has been successful recently, picking up big wins in India and Mexico. 

Columbia alum takes his game global

BY KUNAL GUPTA 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

Jared Drucker  has made $643 this 
year, and just over $1000 in his career. 
He has spent the past year playing in re-
mote places such as Chandigarh, India, 
Naucalpan, Mexico, and Santa Tecla, El 
Salvador.  Drucker, currently the world’s 
No. 1363-ranked tennis player, is living 
the life of a professional, but no matter how 
glamorous life may be for the top pros, it 
is diffi  cult for those at the bottom.

Th e road to becoming a professional 
tennis player is arguably the hardest in 
sports, even more so after a college ca-
reer, but that was not enough to deter 
Drucker, CC ’08, from giving it a try. 
Few obstacles ever have.

“My goal is just to keep improving my 
game,” said the always humble Drucker. 
“Pro tennis can be depressing if you focus 
on points or money, since both are hard 
to come by. I am just happy if I keep get-
ting better and playing the way I know 
I am capable of playing.”

Drucker has been playing the interna-
tional tennis circuit since his graduation in 
May. While the top ten in the world stay 
in posh hotels, travel with an entourage of 
coaches, trainers, and girlfriends, and play 
in tournaments with seven-fi gure checks, 
none of these amenities are aff orded to low-
ranked players such as Drucker. While the 
top players gathered in Miami  this past week 
for a tournament with a winner’s check of 
over half a million dollars, Drucker was in 
India  playing at a $15,000 F2 Futures  event. 
He managed to reach the quarterfi nals, his 

Drucker ups 
ranking after 
recent success

SEE DRUCKER, page 7

Aided by Fordham miscues, CU notches comeback win
BY JACOB LEVENFELD

Spectator Staff  Writer

With a combination of heads-up baserunning, 
strong pitching, and a series of Fordham  miscues, 
Columbia was able to emerge victorious in a wild 
afternoon game that featured fi ve total errors and 
10 diff erent pitchers. 

Th e baseball team staged a late 
rally Wednesday afternoon to steal a 
confi dence-building win away from 
host Fordham. With the victory, the 
Lions  (9-24) snapped a three-game 
slide and now have two days off  before a pair of 
weekend doubleheaders against Cornell , a Gehrig 
Division  foe. In addition, no Columbia hurler went 
for more than two innings on Wednesday, ensuring 
that the Lions will have a fresh set of arms going 
into the pivotal Cornell games.

Fordham took an early second-inning lead off  
Columbia starter Zach Epstein.  With two men in 
scoring position and one out, Stephen McSherry  
brought the lead runner home with a single up 
the middle. Center fi elder Nick Cox’s  throw to 

the plate was too late, but catcher Dean Forthun  
nailed McSherry as he tried to advance to second 
on the throw. An Alex Kenny  RBI single then 
knocked in Fordham’s second run before Epstein 
got the third out.

Although the Matador  off ense was held at bay 
by a trio of Columbia pitchers over the next four 

innings, the Lions were unable to 
break the ice off Fordham start-
er Brando Casalicchio . Th e junior 
cruised through fi ve scoreless innings, 
allowing only four hits and one walk 
on fi ve strikeouts.

As soon as Casalicchio was lifted, however, the 
Lions went on the attack, picking up a run in the 
sixth off  reliever James Stone.  Cox doubled home 
Alex Aurrichio,  who had singled and advanced to 
second on an error.

Th e Light Blue  entered the seventh with a 2-
1 defi cit and managed to fi nish the inning with 
a 3-2 lead after a sloppy defensive inning for the 
Matadors. Mike Roberts  led things off  and moved 
all the way to second on a Stone error. Forthun then 
walked, and Ron Williams  moved Roberts over to 

third with a sacrifi ce fl y. A passed ball scored the 
tying run and allowed Forthun to move into scoring 
position. After Aurrichio moved him to third on a 
groundout, Bobby O’Brien  knocked him in with a 
single to center.

Although the Matadors got one back to tie it at 
three in the bottom half of the frame, the Lions 
were determined to come out of the Bronx  with 
a win. In the eighth, they scored two more runs 
with the assistance of yet another Fordham mis-
cue. After the Light Blue put runners on second 
and third following a single and an error by new 
pitcher Jake Rabinowitz,  Jon Eisen  knocked in the 
go-ahead run with a groundout to second. Roberts 
then brought home an insurance run with another 
roller to the right side.

Armed with a 5-3 advantage, relievers Alex 
Ferrera —who moved over from his usual position 
at shortstop—and Pat Lowery  were able to keep 
Fordham’s bats quiet over the fi nal two innings. 
Columbia’s Derek Squires  picked up his fi rst win of 
the season with an inning of scoreless relief.

Saturday’s fi rst matchup against Cornell  is set 
for 12 p.m. at Robertson Field .

FORDHAM    3

COLUMBIA    5

Softball
Preview

JARED DRUCKERJARED DRUCKER
YEAR: CC ’08 
HOMETOWN:  Los Angeles, California 
INTERNATIONAL SINGLES RANKING: 1363
PROFESSIONAL RECORD: 3-4 (singles), 2-7 (doubles)
NOTABLE VICTORIES:
– Defeated Vignesh Peranamallur-Chandrasekhar (ranked 
    No. 981) and Divij Sharan (ranked No. 681) at the 2009
    F2 Future tournament in India.
– Defeated Daniel Garza (ranked No. 680) at the 2008 F9
    Future tournament in Mexico. Courtesy of CU Athletics

Where in the world is Jared Drucker?

California, USA

Texas, USA

Metepec, Mexico

Paris, France

Santa Tecla, El Salvador

Kolkata, India
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best result to date. 
Drucker, a political science major 

who intends to go to law school when 
his playing days are over, was ranked 
as high as No. 38 nationally as a 
junior, and was a four-year member 
on the tennis team at Columbia. 
Drucker’s career as a Lion was high-
lighted by an Ivy championship 
in spring 2007 and a berth in the 
National Indoor Championships 
in the fall of 2007.

“I didn’t actually intend to play pro 
tennis when I came to Columbia,” 
Drucker said via e-mail, “I actually 
taught at a country club in Long 
Island after my freshman year in 
2005. When I wasn’t able to play as 
much as I wanted that summer, I real-
ized how much I missed the freedom 
of practicing and working hard to get 
better. After that summer, I decided 
to devote myself to tennis.”

Drucker, a lefty armed with 
a wicked topspin forehand and a 
slicing serve, began working with 
a new coach and a physical trainer 
in his hometown of Los Angeles. 
With the training, he was able to 
revamp his game and get into the 
best possible shape.

“If I had not started to work 
with this coach from Los Angeles, 
I would probably be working or 
applying to law school right now,” 
said Drucker. 

Drucker played as high as No. 1 
on the Lions championship team, 
and reflected positively on his experi-
ences at the collegiate level.

“College tennis is great,” he said. 
“There is no way I would have been 
ready to play professionally without 
finishing my four years at Columbia. 
I played over 30 matches a year and 
was forced to learn how to win, both 
for myself and the team.”

One major factor in Drucker’s 
ability to play professional tennis 
was the guidance offered by men’s 
tennis coach Bid Goswami.

“Bid has always been very sup-
portive of me,” noted Drucker, “as 
well as everyone on the team.”

Drucker recalls a story from his 
senior year when he was battling a 
painful stress fracture in his wrist, 
which hindered his play in the fall. 
He was forced to choose between 
surgery, which may have ended 
his senior campaign before it ever 
started, and playing through the 
painful injury while missing some 
practices in order to heal. 

“Bid, knowing that I wanted to 
play pro, told me to get the surgery, 
even though he knew that I might 
not be able to play my senior year. 
I always appreciated that. Luckily, 

I healed quickly enough to play 
the second half of the spring se-
mester.” 

Goswami also has nothing 
but positive things to say about 
Drucker.

“You know, Jared from day one 
might not have been the greatest 
athlete,” said the head coach, “but 
he had this tremendous passion—he 
really loved tennis.”

In addition to the actual matches 
and rankings, Goswami believes that 
Drucker’s adventures will provide 
invaluable experience.

“Part of an education is to see 
a country in a different way,” con-
tinued Goswami. “Instead of back-
packing through Europe, you take 
a tennis racket and go to Mexico 
and India. I am almost ashamed 
to say, but he may have seen more 
places in India than I have. He 
traveled and told me that Varanasi 
is the oldest city in the world, and 
he learned that in one of his classes 
at Columbia, and he wanted to go 
see it. How great of an education 
is that, making use of a Columbia 
education in real life.”

Along with Drucker, some of 
the top players in the Ivy League 
from other schools have tested out 
the professional waters.

“I played Adil Shamasdin re-
cently in Texas and lost in three 
sets—he played No. 1 at Brown my 
freshman year. Recently, Ashwin 
Kumar of Harvard [who played 
No. 1 spring 2008] has decided to 
play pro tennis.”

Shamasdin is currently ranked 
No. 816 in singles, and Kumar is 
ranked No. 1675 in doubles.

One of the hardships of the pro-
fessional life is the constant travel. 
Drucker has been all over the globe, 
and the lifestyle itself can grind a 
player down.

“I basically live out of a suitcase,” 
he said.

One thing which has helped, 
according to Drucker, is the com-
panionship of other American play-
ers. 

“I travel with a couple other 
American college players, which 
makes things interesting and fun,” 
continued Drucker. “It’s fun to share 
stories about college tennis and be 
with guys from my own country 
when abroad in places like India 
and El Salvador.”

Drucker achieved his best results 
as a professional in India, where he 
made the quarterfinals of a $15,000 
event after winning two rounds 
in the qualifying tournament. In 
the main draw, Drucker defeated 
a player ranked 981 and another 
ranked 681. He was rewarded with 

three ATP ranking points, the most 
sought-after prize by a tennis player. 
In Mexico, Drucker earned another 
point, beating the world’s No. 680-
ranked player. 

Drucker has a theory behind 
his recent successes. He believes 
the busy life of college may have 
infringed upon his ability to play at 
his highest level possible. “I had to 
split my focus between my classes 
and tennis so that I could do well 
in both areas,” Drucker said. “It is 
a lot easier now to be able to focus 
on tennis alone, without having to 
worry about my grades. That singular 
focus on tennis has allowed me to 
play my best tennis to date.”

Despite his optimism, Drucker is 
realistic about his chances and future 
as a professional tennis player.

“I’d like to keep playing for at 
least a few more months,” said an 
honest Drucker, “since I am running 
out of money. After that, I am think-
ing of going to law school and will 
probably study for the LSATs.”

When it comes to the particulars, 
Drucker has one rather familiar 
choice already in mind. 

“I would really like to go to 
Columbia Law.”

Drucker has proved his resilience 
throughout his career, and believes 
that the intangibles will allow him 
to continue to compete at the sport’s 
highest level.

“There is a lot of losing and if 
you allow your confidence to wane, 
then it is difficult to win,” he said. 
“I always believed that I could do 
well, even after having a poor senior 
season. Without that self-belief I 
don’t think I would have had the 
determination to come back from 
my surgery or to work through 
the problems I had with my game 
towards the end of my senior year 
and the months leading up to my 
travels.” 

Regardless of what ranking he 
attains, which players he beats, or 
when the dream ends, Drucker can 
take satisfaction in knowing that he 
laid it all out on the line.

“I am very happy to be able to 
pursue something that I am very 
passionate about,” he said. “I’ve 
never been in a rush to work because 
I know that I have my whole life 
to work. No matter what happens 
in the coming years, I will always 
know that I played tennis at a high 
level and always gave 100 percent 
whether it was on the practice court 
or during the matches. I have no 
regrets and I think that is the way 
anything in life should be.”

Drucker is the 1363rd-best person 
in the world at something he loves. 
How many people can say that?

DRUCKER from page 6

After Columbia, Drucker devotes to tennis
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