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Andrew graduated high school 
near the top of his class and 
with an excellent academic re-
cord. He was also on drugs for 
most of it.

“I just did all sorts of shit 
that fucked up my brain,” he 
said before proceeding to give 
a long list of illegal drugs he 
has taken. “Even last semester, 
I drank every day.”

But Andrew’s problem isn’t 
just drug abuse—he was also 
recently diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder after spending several 
months in counseling. Andrew, 
CC ’12, who asked that his name 
be changed in order to avoid fu-
ture ramifications for his career, 
is one of many Columbia students 
taking medication for mental 
illnesess like major depressive 
disorder, bipolar disorder, and 
social anxiety disorder.

An American College Health 

Association survey conducted 
in 2004 on 47,202 students at 
74 campuses across the country 
reports that the number of stu-
dents diagnosed with depression 
increased to 14.9 percent from 
10.3 percent in 2000. Another 
A mer ic a n Col lege  Hea lth 
Association study reports that 
in 2008, 43 percent of students 
had at some point in the previous 
year felt so depressed it was diffi-
cult to function and nine percent 
had thoughts of suicide.

Despite increasingly wide-
spread use of prescription for 
mental illness, the decision to 
medicate is often difficult for 
many students due to social 
stigmas, spiritual beliefs, and 
sometimes serious side effects. 
Those that do go on medication 
must also choose whether it will 
serve as a short-term fix or as a 
lifelong treatment.

Initial dose

Andrew sought help from 
Columbia’s Counseling and 

Psychological Services 
in September af-

ter feeling de-
pressed dur-
ing the first 
few week s 
of  s chool . 
Andrew re-
calls periods 

of being de-
pressed in high 

school, but as he puts 
it, “I was too messed up to do 
anything about it.” But when 
faced with a more challenging 
workload and the pressures of 
a new environment, Andrew 
decided that he needed to seek 
help in college.

According to officials, CPS 
and Furman Counseling Center 

at Barnard are designed to 
be temporary resources 
that can provide students 
with rapid access to care. 
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Faculty and students 
engaged in heated dialogue 
on Tuesday evening about 
the role of international 
cooperation in the Darfur 
genocide.
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A two-week retrospective of 
director Mike Nichols’ many 
films at MoMA proves that 
movies can be profound and 
intelligent, while still 
drawing audiences to the 
theaters. 

MoMA pays homage 
to a director’s vision

A&E, page 7

Columnists Adrian 
Haimovich and Vedant 
Misra wonder why the Core 
overlooks science as a means 
to answer fundamental 
questions of human 
existence.

Core identity

Opinion, page 4

Freshman Jon Eisen 
appears to have made a 
relatively easy jump from 
high school to college and 
has already secured a spot 
as the Lions’ second 
baseman.

Smooth transition for 
second baseman

Sports, page 10

Jeffrey B. Perry, who received 
his Ph.D. from Columbia, 
will discuss the life of 
Hubert Harrison, the subject 
of his new biography, at a 
lecture on Harlem 
radicalism.

A radical’s biographer 
to speak on campus 

A&E, page 7

Columbia baseball takes on 
Fordham this afternoon in 
the Bronx. After losing three 
straight, the Lions hope to get 
back on track ahead of more 
division play this weekend.

Light Blue looks to 
snap losing streak

Sports, page 10
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BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Staff Writer

A year after the creation of the Columbia College 
Global Core requirement, faculty members are evalu-
ating potential classes and looking to downsize large 
lecture courses to smaller seminars—neither of which 
have been simple tasks. 

The Global Core requirement, which replaced 
the Major Cultures requirement in 2008—a less 
Western-centric curriculum was one of the demands 
of the hunger strikers last fall—is intended to “ad-
dress several world settings or cultures comparatively,” 
according to the University Web site. Students will 
also have the option of taking classes about “a spe-
cific culture or civilization, tracing its appearance 
and/or existence across a significant span of time 
and sometimes across more than one present-day 
country or region.”

It is in the process of slowly shifting from large 
lecture courses to smaller seminars and increasing 
the number of Global Core courses offered.

Patricia Grieve, the Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus 
Professor of the Humanities and the chair of the 
Committee on the Core and the Committee on 
Major Cultures, said that the process of evaluation 
for potential future Global Core courses has been 
“both ... formal and informal.” 

Formally, she said, the Committee on Major 
Cultures, which oversees the Major Cultures require-
ment and will eventually become the Committee on 
the Global Core when the official curriculum change 
is fully implemented, will approve all courses for the 
College. But she added that “informal discussions” 
are also taking place among committee members, 
faculty, and students about the best way to pursue 
shaping the new requirements.

Specifically, the committee speaks with faculty 
members in various departments to discuss courses 
they want to develop or that they think should be 

Committee on Major 
Cultures discusses 

shift in lecture classes

Mayoral control of public schools debated
BY JESSICA HILLS

Spectator Staff Writer

Retracted plans to close P.S. 241 
and P.S. 194 in Harlem and P.S. 150 
in Brooklyn has spurred debate about 
who should control the city’s public 
school system.

After parents and community 
members sued the city’s Department 
of Education for not involving school 
boards in the decision to rezone these 
districts, the DOE announced early this 
month that it would not close down the 
three traditional public schools to replace 
them with charters as was originally 
planned. This may shed light on the 
citywide debate over mayoral control of 
New York City’s public schools.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg recently 
brought education more officially under 
the purview of his office. While many 
cite improvements to public schools as 
results of Bloomberg made this change, 

others find mayoral control at the root of 
controversies like the abrupt announce-
ment of these school closings.

City Councilmember Robert Jackson, 
a democrat who represents Morningside 
Heights, is the council’s education com-
mittee chair. According to his executive 
assistant, Sarah Morgridge,the DOE 
violated state law by failing to obtain the 
approval of the Community Education 
Council before changing school zoning 
lines. She said that this case is similar to 
several other instances when the DOE 
failed to observe protocol, one of the rea-
sons people oppose mayoral control.

For instance, Morgridge said, the 
state mandates that students get a certain 
number of hours of gym class in school 
each day, but not all schools in the city 
meet this standard. “I’m not blaming that 
gap entirely on mayoral control,” she said, 
“but the tendency to say, ‘I’m right. You 
have to go along with me’—that’s very 
much part of mayoral control.” 

On the other hand, Morgridge em-
phasized that, “without mayoral control, 
they would’ve had to go to a community 
governance structure.” Morgridge sug-
gested the need to think back to how 
education began in this country, mainly 
as a “very grassroots phenomenon.”

“That tradition and heritage is still 
a big part of public education,” she 
said. Parents who filed the lawsuit 
pointed out a weakness in mayoral 
control, she added.

Other city representatives remain un-
sure of the extent to which mayoral control 
caused the upset, though they agree on 
the need for greater parental involvement 
in decision-making processes.

Ben Rosen, communications direc-
tor for New York State Assemblyman 
Keith Wright, a democrat who represents 
Harlem, said of the decision to close 
schools that it’s “difficult to speculate 

Global Core 
to decrease 
class sizes 
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P.S. 241  |  The Department of Education changed its initial plan to close P.S. 241 in Harlem and several other NYC public 
schools, but tensions remain over who should have control over the city’s public school system.

COLLEGE DAYS
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VARSITY SHOW |  Columbia College Days, which include a preview of the Varsity Show, 
celebrate school spirit and include activities such as Tuesday night’s comedy show.

Treatment for mental 
illness takes many forms

Despite recession, Amsterdam thrives
BY AARON KIERSH

Spectator Staff Writer

Amsterdam Avenue between 
115th and 125th Streets is a 
road of contradictions. 

Patrons at t rendy ca fés 
look out at red-brick public 
housing units. Students shop 
alongside residents of rent-
subsidised public housing. And 
in the shadow of high-traffic 
Broadway, some proprietors 
have forged ahead, running 
successful businesses located 
between the edge of Columbia’s 
campus and Harlem’s main 
thoroughfare.

The Met Foodmarket located 
at 1316 Amsterdam Avenue, 
across the street from the city-
owned Grant Houses, breaks 
socioeconomic barriers, accord-
ing the store’s manager, who 
goes simply by Ray. “This is a 
good neighborhood. You get a 
lot of everyone here. People who 
live on Broadway, Columbia 
students, and people on food 
stamps,” he said. 

Ray estimated that nearly a 
fifth of the store’s patrons de-
pend on government aid, and his 
supermarket seems to internally 
mirror the neighborhood’s patch-
work of cultures, which works 
out well for business, Ray said. 
“We’ve got a good mix. There 
are never any problems.”

Still, other nearby businesses 
seem to be closing weekly on 
Amsterdam Avenue. They leave 
behind a graveyard of vacan-
cies and raise questions about 
the ability of store owners to 
pay rent in a time of noticeably 
lower patronage. 

“So many places are closing 
on Broadway these days,” said 
Abraham Tekeste, manager of 
Massawa, an East African res-
taurant on Amsterdam Avenue 
and 121st Street.

Bob Radivojevic, general 
manager of Café Fresh on 121st 
Street, said, “You’re not going 
anywhere if you’re here,” adding 
that “Amsterdam does not take 
you anywhere. There is not much 
going on above 118th Street.”

“It’s hard to get people here,” 
Radivojevic also noted, citing 
the few transportation stops on 
the street.

Xueyu Pang, a School of 
Engineer ing and Appl ied 
Science Ph.D. candidate who 
will graduate in 2010, said of 
Amsterdam’s fare, “I prefer 
Broadway restaurants.”

But Tekeste said that his own 
restaurant and other Amsterdam 
establishments can sometimes 
enjoy rents that are somtimes as 
little as half of their Broadway 
counterparts, and that the 
eastern locale may be a benefit 
though they are not met with 
equally busy foot traffic.

“We cater to all segments of 
the population—sit down and 
take away—so there haven’t 
been many downs in the past 
eight years. The economy has hit 
us a little bit but not as bad as 
people may perceive,” he said of 
Massawa, which just celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. 
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Just like you, the news never 
sleeps. Check out our Web 
site 24/7 for campus and city 
news that matters to you.

Your source for news 
around the clock
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Thomas Demand: Fiction, 
Fact & Fabrication 
Organized with the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation, 
Thomas Demand will discuss his pho-
tographs, which at first appear to depict 
modernist urban structures and interiors.
Avery Hall, 6:30 p.m.
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Muybridge’s Guatemalan Laundresses
Join Barnard’s Elizabeth Hutchinson for 
a lecture exploring Eadweard Muybridge’s 
19th century photographs of Central 
America, which reveal historical dis-
courses of gender, class, race and empire.

101 Barnard, 12 p.m.

“The United States has 
to learn to live in the 
world, not occupy it.”

—Mahmood Mamdani
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Often, students like Andrew who have 
diagnosed conditions and need contin-
ual treatment are generally referred to 
off-campus providers after immediate 
needs are met.

Andrew was referred to an outside 
psychiatrist for substance abuse treat-
ment after several months of meeting 
with a CPS counselor, but his outside 
treatment is still covered under the 
Columbia health insurance program, 
which all students are automatically 
enrolled in when they pay the Health 
Services fee each semester. It wasn’t 
until December, after a very lengthy 
counseling period, that Andrew was 
diagnosed with bipolar disorder (the 
specific type of bipolar is still being 
determined) and put on medication.

Mary Commerford, director of 
Furman, said she has seen an increase 
in medicated students over time. Yet 
despite the fears of some students, medi-
cal treatment is not the first option.

“We don’t typically rush to medicate 
at all because often psychotherapy is 
very effective,” she said. “It’s a clinical 
decision. There are certain signs, for 
example, in depression, when you think 
about meds, and that is when you see 
the mood state starting to affect the 
body’s functioning. When someone is 
depressed to the point where they have 
a sleep or appetite disturbance, that 
is an indicator that you may want to 
think about medication.”

Side effects

Andrew’s medication, which includes 
a mood stabilizer and a sedative, has so 
far caused him only minor side effects, 
and he said he takes it on schedule. Yet 
for many patients, psychiatric drugs 

can cause debilitating side effects, 
which cause some to quit taking their 
medication altogether.

Mariana, CC ’09, whose name has 
been changed because she said she’s 
currently interviewing for jobs and 
worried about employers finding this 
story, took a series of anti-depressants 
and mood stabilizers to deal with her 
depression—and subsequent diagnosis 
of bipolar disorder—until the side ef-
fects proved too much to bear.

“The side effects were terrible. It 
ranged from sleeping all the time dur-
ing the day, having no sex drive, to the 
worst suicidal thoughts. These medica-
tions are supposed 
to make me stop 
thinking about sui-
cide, right? That’s 
when I knew some-
thing was wrong.”

Even before she 
quit her medica-
tion, Mariana of-
ten didn’t take it 
on schedule. “It’s so 
difficult to adjust 
to these meds while 
fulfilling your obli-
gations as a college 
student, which is 
why I often didn’t,” 
she noted. “When I needed to stay up 
late to work on a paper, I’d skip a dose 
of one of my SSRIs [a common type 
of antidepressant], which would make 
me sleepy. I would adjust to f it my 
schedule, which isn’t how these pills 
are designed to work.”

According to the National Institute 
of Mental Health Web site, many side 
effects of psychiatric medications are 
mild and many weaken or disappear 
after the first few weeks of treatment. 

Sometimes anti-depressants can in-
crease suicidal ideation, according to 
the FDA-mandated black box label, and 
patients should be monitored regularly 
when first starting out.

Off-label uses

While some students may not take 
their medications exactly as prescribed, 
prescription abuse still concerns pro-
viders. Many psychiatric medications 
belong to a class of drugs called SSRIs, 
selective serotonin uptake inhibitors, 
which are hard to abuse. “You can’t get 
high from them, and you can’t really 

overdose on them. 
So they’re the ideal 
from that stand-
point in psychiat-
ric medication,” 
Richard Eichler, 
the d i rec tor of 
CPS, said. “They 
treat symptoms, 
they don’t treat 
illnesses. Because 
they have such 
wide use, they can 
be used for a great 
number of prob-
lems students bring 
in.” he added.

Still, another class of medication, 
called psycho-stimulants, present more 
of a concern. These are drugs such as 
Adderall, which is often prescribed for 
ADHD but is increasingly being used 
recreationally.

“We’re very cautious about stimu-
lants, period,” Commerford said.

Students who come in with ADHD or 
similar diagnoses are generally referred 
out immediately, and people who are 
curious are carefully tested. “ADHD 

doesn’t just hit you at this age. You have 
to have a history of it, so stimulants 
aren’t so easily prescribed.”

The policy is as stringent at CPS, 
according to Calvin Chin, associate 
director for outreach and community 
clinical initiatives. 

“With every student who comes 
in that says something about having 
an attention deficit disorder, we look 
carefully at their early history, school 
records, and standardized assessments 
to make sure the diagnosis is current,” 
Chin said. “It makes sure that students 
are diagnosed correctly, and it also limits 
a student coming in just because they 
want medication.” 

“It’s a happy convergence between 
monitoring for off label uses and pro-
viding the best care,” Eichler added. 
“Students with past history of atten-
tion deficit might find the process a 
bit cumbersome.”

Tyler, SEAS ’09, who did not wish 
to give his last name for fear of aca-
demic repercussions, said he often takes 
Adderall to stay up at night to write 
papers and read the hundreds of pages 
assigned to him. He said that he was 
given a prescription at CPS without a 
major hassle.

“Actually, I started buying from a 
kid who had ADD or whatever, and I 
decided to cut the middle man,” he said. 
“It’s probably impossible to regulate 
how people use their pills.”

Long-term options

Since Mariana quit taking medica-
tion over a year ago, she said she has 
not wanted to go back, even when she’s 
going through a depressive episode.

Instead, she has been enrolled in 
dialectical behavior therapy, a more 

intensive alternative to psychotherapy 
that focuses on learning specific, prac-
tical skills to help manage depression, 
relationships, and emotions. Although 
originally designed for people with bor-
derline personality disorder, Mariana 
says DBT teaches “life skills that any 
emotional college student could benefit 
from learning.”

CPS offers a DBT skills class on 
Wednesday nights. Though DBT is 
a specif ic treatment, other students 
said they find seeing a therapist to be 
enough. There are also other alterna-
tives, like yoga and spirituality.

Meanwhile, Andrew says that his 
medication has helped him stabilize 
his mood and cope with his substance 
abuse problems.

“They make me not want to drink 
as much. ... I’m just more content 
with myself,” he said of medications, 
adding that he only drinks on week-
ends, and his urge to use drugs has 
diminished.  

Andrew’s experience with drugs and 
alcohol is not an not uncommon one 
for people with bipolar disorder. In a 
National Institute of Mental Health 
study, more than 60 percent of patients 
with type-1 bipolar disorder, the most 
severe type, had substance abuse prob-
lems at some point. Therefore, he said, 
his treatment for bipolar disorder and 
his treatment for substance abuse are 
directly related.

Despite Mariana’s decision to stop 
medication, she still sees it as an impor-
tant first step towards recovery.

“I think there are definite ... benefits 
to medication,” she said. “I just don’t 
think they have to be lifetime treat-
ments, you know? As a short term solu-
tion, however, they can really help.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students dealing with mental health problems find varied solutions
 MEDICATION from front page

“I think there are 
definite ... benefits to 

medication. I just don’t 
think they have to be 
lifetime treatments, 

you know?”
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STREET CROSSING  |  On Amsterdam, stores between 115th and 125th Streets, like Met Food Markets, thrive and attract a 
diverse crowd of local residents and Columbia students from varying socioeconomic backgrounds.

Professor, coalition member debate Darfur
BY MADINA TOURE 

Spectator Staff  Writer

Heated debate began Tuesday 
evening as students, faculty, and 
locals gathered for a debate about 
the role of international coopera-
tion in the Darfur genocide.  

The event, sponsored by the 
Institute of African Studies and was 
moderated by Law School Faculty 
Co-Director Peter Rosenblum, 
Herbert Lehman Professor of 
Government Mahmood Mamdani, 
and John Prendergast, co-chair 
of the Enough Project and mem-
ber of the board of Save Darfur 
Coalition. They debated divisive 
issues such as the number of deaths 
in the region, whether the genocide 
should be approached politically, 
economically, or militarily, and 
who should implement peace and 
how it should be done. 

Prendergast, who had been held 
in a Darfur camp, recounted the 
harsh conditions he had endured.

“Unless there is peace we have 
nowhere to go,” he said. “It is shame-
ful that we are reduced to hoping 
for some kind of help from faraway 
people that have mercy on us.” He 
noted that after a meeting with 
President Obama, he was certain 
that a peace deal could be on its 

way.
Mamdani implicated the West, 

in part, as one of the causes of the 
genocide.

“Darfur seemed globalized,” 
Mamdani said. “Darfur is a char-
ity, Iraq is a tax. The assumption is 
that the problem is internal and the 
solution is external ... the United 
States has to learn to live in the 
world, not occupy it.”

Mamdani also gave credit to the 
African Union for bringing about 
the dramatic decline in deaths since 
January 2007.

The African Union is, according 
to Mamdani, “the only group which 
has begun with the assumption 
and stuck with assumption that 
the solution cannot be an external 
intervention from the outside.”  

According to a United Nations 
report on Darfur’s estimated status 
in 2007, more than 200,000 people 
have died and at least 2 million have 
been displaced from their homes 
since fighting began in 2003.

But Prendergast questioned this 
assertion of improvement in death 
rates and fighting, saying that mor-
talities in some areas have been 
almost impossible to track.

Conf lict between the two can-
didates continued when Mamdani 
questioned the accountability of 

those who supposedly implement-
ing justice.  

“ To  w h o m  i s  t h e  I C C 
International Criminal Court] 
accountable?” he asked. “Global 
justice requires a reform of the 
political system.”

Mamdani’s argument captured 
the attention of Nancy Elshami , BC 
’10, who said, “Mamdani’s research 
and critical approach was illumi-
nating, not only of the situation 
in Darfur, but of the disparities 
within the ICC.”

But Prendergast defended the 
ICC, arguing that they put aside 
the case until further evidence was 
provided. Mamdani insisted that 
they threw away the case.

Mamdani also spoke out against 
international non-governmental 
organizations like Save Darfur.

“Save Darfur is not a peace 
movement ... Save Darfur is a war 
mobilization,” he said, adding, “Tt 
employs an advertising agency ... 
putting out the figures which you 
read, none of which are credible. 
It is a pornography of violence, a 
form of voyeurism.”

“As long as these problems re-
main unaddressed then we are 
going to continue to have forums 
like this,” he added.

news@columbiaspectator.com 

whether this would’ve gone through had it 
not been under mayoral control.”

“It does show that the current system 
of parental involvement and community 
input is severely lacking in the New York 
City Department of Education,” he said. “I 
believe the Assemblyman has maintained ... 
that without more inroads into providing 
proper spacing for parental involvement in 
the way our schools are governed, mayoral 
control is facing some problems, and I think 
that is the main sticking point for a lot of 
legislators regarding reauthorization of may-
oral control.”

Meanwhile, he said that the cases of P.S. 
241 and P.S. 194—in which the DOE ulti-
mately reversed its plan to close the schools 
altogether—are examples of the department 
listening to voices from the community and 
learning from its mistakes.

Rosen was unable to comment on Wright’s 
exact position for or against mayoral control. He 
said that while mayoral control may ultimately be 
re-approved, action should be taken to solidify the 
parent role at the helm of student advocacy.

“Taking parents out of the equation leads 
to mistakes,” Rosen said. 

news@columbiaspectator.com

Some say DOE 
needs more 

parental inputAmsterdam store managers also agreed 
that their avenue has become more attrac-
tive as the area has transformed out of a 
crime-ridden destination.

“It used to be unsafe to come up here,” 
Tekeste said as he watched the last of 
his lunch-hour customers fi nish off  their 
tebsi beef  and alitcha vegetables . “Many 
Columbia students are living here now. It’s 
much better for business,” he added.

Local residents agreed that Amsterdam 
has changed for the better. “It used to be 
that you had to go Broadway for food,” 
said Sai Jangjig , a resident of Morningside 
Drive . “Th ere may not be that much go-
ing on, but security is good, especially 
because there are fewer people hanging 
out in Morningside Park  at night.”

Th ough these stores and restaurants are 
only minutes away from undergraduate 
dorms, Tekeste said that his clientele is 
predominately local residents and gradu-
ate students. Teachers College  and the 
School of Social Work  are both located 
a block away.

“Th e neighborhood is nice. I feel at 
home here,” Lorna Beth Slee, TC ’10 , said. 
Slee lives on 121st between Amsterdam 
and Broadway. She added, “Th ere is a 
good choice of cuisine. I like all the places 
around here. I’ve been to all of them more 
than once.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

TOWN 
HALL

The Spectator wants 
your feedback! 

Join us for dinner and dialogue:
an opportunity to meet the 
faces behind Spec and off er 

ideas for our coverage and our 
newly-redesigned Web site.

Monday, April 20 @ 7 p.m.
Earl Hall Auditorium

Moderated by Stuart Karle

moved from the Major Cultures list and placed 
into the Global Core.

Presently, the classes of 2011 and above may 
still elect to fulfi ll the Major Cultures require-
ment, while the classes of 2012 and younger 
must complete the Global Core instead.

Even though some of the Major Cultures 
List B and C classes—specialized courses on 
major civilizations and its manifestations in 
the United States of specifi c cultures—have 
been cut from Global Core, many of the List A 
courses, which are broader introductory classes, 
have carried over with the transition.

But not all students have been enthusiastic 
about the transition from Major Cultures to 
Global Core. 

Louis Fisher, CC ’11 , opted to stick with the 
Major Cultures requirement and took Th eories 
of Culture: Middle East and South Asia and 
Colloquium on Major Texts: East Asia last se-
mester. “I had a really good experience in both 
of them,” Fisher said.

Th e committee wants student input, Grieve 
said. But she added that “students have to show 
patience,” and that there are “good principles 
undergirding the thinking behind the Global 
Core.”

Th ough there are students on the Committee 
on the Core, the Committee on Major Cultures 
solicits wider undergraduate opinions on the 

courses. Th e students on the Committee on 
the Core, which oversees all aspects of the Core 
Curriculum, held a town hall meeting to discuss 
the requirement last year.

“I think Columbia’s determination to make 
the Global Core into a more seminar-based 
requirement will only serve to benefi t the 
students,” Derek Turner, CC ’12 , said. He 
added that, from his experience with Literature 
Humanities, he has found that “seminars are 
much better than lectures at engaging the 
students and making the topic much more 
personal and applicable.”

But according to Grieve, the main problem 
has been fi nding faculty to teach the courses. 

“Due to the current climate where many of 
the hirings have been frozen, we have to think 
very carefully about how we maintain the cur-
riculum we want for our students,” she said. 

And the fl oundering economy remains a 
hurdle. “I don’t think that the number of courses 
will be decreased but I do think that we may 
have to rethink the process by which we hope 
to incorporate even more seminars into the 
Global Core,” she added.

Presently, a new list of Global Core courses 
has not been posted for the 2009-2010 school 
year. Th e current list will remain in place for 
the 2009 fall semester. Grieve said that a new 
list will be posted for the November registra-
tion for the spring of next year.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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BY TAIMUR MALIK 

On Tuesday, April 7, the U.S. government was 
given a rude shock. Th e Pakistan  they had become 
all too comfortable dealing with seemed to have 
snapped out of it. At a news conference, Pakistan’s 
polite, Cambridge-educated  foreign minister wasn’t 
his usual docile self. Shah Mehmood Qureshi  was 
more than fi rm and categorical in mentioning his 
country’s reservations with regard to the way the 
U.S. was handling its ally in the war on terror  and 
with its anti-Pakistan campaign. 

Th e moment of this change in the foreign 
minister’s, and by extension, Pakistan’s posture 
was at a joint press conference with Ambassador 
Richard Holbrooke  and Admiral Mike Mullen . Th e 
former is Barack Obama’s  special envoy to South 
Asia, and the avuncular Navy man is the chairman 
of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff  —America’s most 
powerful military offi  cial. Both were in Islamabad  
to discuss various issues germane to the brutal “war 
on terror” that Pakistan is engaged in. Th e confer-
ence was a follow-up to a day of very intense discus-
sions between the visiting dignitaries and various 
arms of the Pakistani government. At every one of 
their meeting destinations, the U.S. envoy was told 
about Pakistan’s very strong disgruntlement with 
consistent U.S. drone strikes in its tribal areas: the 
long list touched on the unfair maligning of the 
Inter-Services Intelligence , Pakistan’s premier intel 
agency, to the lack of equipment being provided to 
the Pakistan army to fi ght the war, to the involve-
ment of the Indian  consulates in Afghanistan  in 
the nationalist uprising in Balochistan . 

Th e U.S. was told about its lackadaisical com-
mitment to its vital “strategic partner”  (a term 
applied to Pakistan during the Bush  presidency, 
which critics claim has done little to improve 
Pakistan’s fortunes). In the month preceding the 
Holbrooke visit, there had been a Brobdingnagian 
tirade of accusations aimed at the ISI in the 
mainstream U.S. media. Add to the accusations 
of the media bazaar and the think tank pundits, 
the perceived rude remarks of Sen. Carl Levin , 
chairman of the Armed Services Committee , 
who had expressed complete hopelessness for the 
case of Pakistan. However, the case against the 
ISI makes little sense and adds salt to the literal 
wounds of most Pakistanis.

Since joining this war, Pakistan has lost over 
2000 soldiers and 14000 civilians, with many 
more having suff ered crippling injuries. Th e list 
includes offi  cers as highly ranked as generals in the 
Pakistani army. Th e country, which has captured 
hundreds of Al Qaeda  and Taliban  operatives, 
has seen its infrastructure destroyed, hundreds 
of thousands of people internally displaced, its 
political leaders exposed to terrorist threats, mil-
lions among its population antagonized, and large 
amounts of its fi nancial resources spent on beef-
ing up internal security. Yet the consistent theme 
from the other side is that Pakistan is providing 
sanctuary to the Al Qaeda leadership, nurturing 
the militants, and that its intelligence agencies 
leak sensitive information to the other side.

Th e Inter-Services Intelligence is so-named 
because it draws almost all its workings from of-
fi cials of the Army , Navy , and Air Force , and is 
consequently subservient to the army. It makes little 
sense for someone within this structure to jeopardize 
his career, his life, and the lives of fellow offi  cers 
by disobeying orders and helping rogue elements. 
Th e ISI has been at the helm of capturing some of 
the most wanted terrorists on the planet. Th e ISI 
is nothing more than an arm of the armed forces 
of Pakistan (not an elusive, out-of-control mon-
ster), and if by helping terrorist elements, it helps 

kill and maim its own troops, doing so is an idea 
understandably arcane to most Pakistanis.

Th e time has come for Pakistan’s needs to be 
recognized. Every country has its own interests, 
and for a country that has been extremely loyal 
to U.S. bidding since its creation, these interests 
become that much more germane. Pakistan 
was once called America’s “most allied ally,” 
when as a member of the Southeast Asia Treaty 
Organization and the Central Treaty Organization, 
it existed as a staunch enemy of communism. It 
was Pakistan the Soviet Union threatened with 
nuclear holocaust due to the persistent presence 
of American U-2 spyplane bases on its soil in the 
’50s and ’60s. It was Pakistan, at the very pinnacle 
of the Cold War , that lost 1400 citizens through 
Soviet-inspired bombing campaigns, because it 
was running a proxy army at the behest of the 
U.S. in Afghanistan. Pakistan is scarred by the 
betrayal it feels from the crippling U.S. sanctions 
that ensued after the fall of the Iron Curtain . With 
this mindset, Pakistanis are weary of the fi ckle 
friendship the Americans bring to the table.

While there is no doubt that President Obama 
is trying to mend fences with many parts of the 
world that U.S. foreign policy has alienated in 
the past few years, he also claims to be doing so 
with Pakistan. Th e Kerry-Lugar Bill  projection of 
$1.5 billion a year in economic aid for the next fi ve 
years is a good fi rst step, but much more needs to 
be done to address the trust defi cit and the lack 
of appreciation for Pakistan’s many sacrifi ces in 
support of this war. Th e United States must at all 
costs fundamentally change the way it deals with 
its front-line ally. Th ere must be mutual respect and 
genuine understanding of each other’s needs—both 
security and economic. Th is is a perfect opportu-
nity to, in the words of former president Richard 
Nixon , “seize the moment”.

Th e author is a Columbia College junior majoring 
in economics and Middle East  and Asian languages 
and cultures.

Rethinking 
Pakistan-U.S. 

relations

Students in the 
big city

Af ter  fou r  ye a r s  i n 
Morningside Heights, 
many Columbia seniors 

have yet to take advantage of 
some of New York’s unique at-
tractions. As the semester wanes, 
seniors should utilize the city’s 
wealth of recreational and aca-
demic opportunities before their 
imminent graduation.

Columbia students have the 
benefi t of an extra learning ex-
perience simply by virtue of 
being in New York, something 
most college students cannot 
claim. Th ough classes, jobs, and 
internships do take students 
off  campus, a large number of 
students limit themselves to 
Morningside Heights during 
their leisure time and choose not 
to stray too far. Still others fi nd 
themselves too wrapped up in 
their work to explore New York’s 
diverse neighborhoods. Seniors 
should not see leaving campus as 
an obligation, nor should they 
deny themselves the opportunity 
to study in New York.

Seniors should make the 
most of the remainder of their 
time at the University by dis-
covering—or rediscovering—

that the city is a significant 
part of the University’s unique 
education. Columbia students 
can enjoy perks offered by re-
sources like CUArts and the 
College Activities Office ticket 
booth, such as free entrance 
to museums and discounts 
on tickets to performances. 
Although CUArts extends free 
membership to Columbians for 
up to one year after graduation, 
many seniors accept offers from 
employers or graduate schools 
far from New York and thus 
cannot take advantage of these 
extended bonuses. The warmer 
weather and the chance to cel-
ebrate their last semester in 
college are additional incen-
tives to spend time around 
the city.

Whether students have not 
ventured outside of Morningside 
Heights since NSOP or whether 
they go downtown every week-
end, now is the time to actively 
explore the cultural and academ-
ic experiences of New York City. 
Seniors should channel their 
inner senioritis and make sure 
they spend some time outside 
of Morningside Heights.
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At the heart of 
a Columbia  
education is 

the Core Curriculum , 
the intellectual signa-
ture of the University. 
Th e Core is designed 
to expose students to 
accomplishments of 
the Western world 
that have shaped our 
society. Since 1919, 
an education at 
Columbia University 
has meant a formative 
interaction with many 
of the most basic con-

ditions: What does it mean to be an individual? 
How does one live with the certainty of death? 
What kind of life is most worth living? What 
responsibilities does membership in a commu-
nity entail? How do we evaluate and judge the 
impact of humans on the environment? 

Th e Core Curriculum doesn’t provide the 
answers to these questions, of course. Rather, it 
trains students to think about them. Th e Core 
has tried valiantly to equip Columbia’s stu-
dents with the tools to think about life’s loftier 
questions, but since its inception, it has lacked 
one fundamental component. Consider the 
equipment with which we seek answers: well-
trained pedagogues, the prose of philosophers 
and thinkers long dead, our classmates, and most 
importantly, our own ability to think critically. 
Conspicuously absent from the toolbox are 
answers from modern science.

We might ask, for example, “what does it 
mean to be an individual?” Th e question as-
sumes that we recognize the self as something 
diff erent from everything else. Rivers of ink 

have been put to paper by thinkers debating 
this question, but a more concrete answer 
than that of Descartes  comes from scientifi c 
evidence. Humans develop their original recog-
nition of self and non-self during our time in 
the mother’s womb when our immune systems 
mature. Th is distinction is necessary for the im-
mune system to learn to attack only intruders 
and not our own organs and cells. Biology can 
tell us something concrete about individuality, 
but it is seldom referenced in any of the Core’s 
works of philosophy and history.

How many graduating seniors could 
describe the second law of thermodynamics? 
Th e law is often roughly paraphrased as an 
assertion that the randomness (or entropy) of a 
thermodynamic system can only increase with 
time, and it implies that what we call “time” 
is not akin to an absolute and fl uid universal 
chronometer but merely the direction in which 
randomness always grows. It implies that while 
man struggles eternally to create order out of 
his surroundings, he could be doomed to fail.

Th e point of these examples is that the lessons 
we learn from quantifi able, reproducible experi-
mentation have far-reaching implications. While at 
one time, many of the great ancient philosophers 
were also scientists, the two studies have since 
been divorced for reasons of practicality. We have 
forgotten to include science in our larger question-
ing. Th e blame lies not just with the architects of 
the Core Curriculum, but also with the scientifi c 
community at large. Scientists tend to think either 
that the general public doesn’t need to appreciate 
the implications of cutting edge scientifi c work, or 
that those who do make the eff ort should do it on 
their own. However, this is misguided. Scientists, far 
from being exempt from any responsibility to the 
public, should be obligated to make their fi ndings 
transparent to the curious.

Far be it from us to issue a mandate to the 
global scientifi c community. At our very own 
Columbia, however, we want every science class to 
remind us of the grand questions instead of letting 
us slip into the mentality that science is something 
only to be crunched out on paper. Science should 
inform us of our humanity and distance us from 
thinking of ourselves as organic computers. A 
number of professors including Sunil Gulati  in the 
department of economics  have decided to include 
a last lecture where they take a step back from the 
course material and tell students a bit about the 
greater meaning behind their work. Th is practice 
should be universal at Columbia University—the 
value of a visionary lecture far outweighs a lecture 
full of crammed material.

Every student and faculty member at this 
institution is here to be part of the Columbia 
academic experience. Seniors, before you leave 
our academy’s halls, take a moment to refl ect. 
Ask yourself how what you have learned has 
altered your understanding of the great ques-
tions. Better yet, grab your favorite scientist 
(or the closest thing to it)—the professor you 
took that unbearable science requirement with, 
or the advisor for your two years of biology 
research—and ask why that scientist chose 
to study what he or she studies. If there is no 
response, make him come up with one. If the 
answer is a story that links a life’s work to one 
of the eternal questions, then you will have 
taken something from Columbia that the Core 
could not give you.

Adrian Haimovich is a junior in the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science majoring in 

applied mathematics. Vedant Misra is a Columbia 
College senior majoring in physics and 

mathematics. Nova runs alternate Wednesdays. 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 
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BY DAVID WELTMAN 

Growing up in a Jewish  day school setting, I 
never wondered what it would be like to be away 
from my family for Passover , let alone to not have 
school off  for the entire week. And yet, there I was, 
a few days before the holiday, cleaning out my dorm 
kitchen of any bread products and the like deemed 
unfi t for use during the holiday. I wondered how 
lonely I would feel away from home on a holiday 
that represents unity unlike any other. 

Passover represents a powerful moment in Jewish 
history—our exodus from Egypt  to Canaan , our 
redemption from slavery to freedom. It is a holi-
day that binds us as a people, not only religiously, 
but historically and emotionally as well. “Th is is 
the bread of affl  iction,” we recite, holding up our 
matzo, a piece of unleavened bread, and we re-
member the bread that the Israelites  had no time 
to bake as they were fl eeing Pharaoh  and his army. 
We recall our pain at the hands of the Egyptian  
taskmasters, the evil decrees passed against us, the 
plagues that were wrought upon our enemies, and 
our miraculous redemption. “A man must look at 
himself as if he left Egypt,” we recite. 

In 21st century America , it is very diffi  cult 
to see ourselves as if we had just been freed from 
slavery. Although many among us do share im-
pressive stories of emigration from oppressive 
environments, for most of us, the Exodus  is far 
from imaginable. Th is holiday therefore calls 
forth more than just those distant memories. It 
also reminds us of the suff erings that the Jewish 
people endured and continue to endure in every 
generation. Most likely, our sages  established such 
a long and intensive Passover Seder  dinner on the 
fi rst nights of Passover for that very reason —to 
force us to tell the story of our people in a unique 
way that helps us engage personally with the his-

tory and that connects us all together. 
Th ere is something very powerful about this 

service, as more Jews commemorate Passover than 
any other holiday in the Jewish calendar by par-
ticipating in a Seder of some kind. I have always 
spent my Seder with my extended family and 
celebrated the holiday with Jews of all observance 
levels. Since, unlike my ancestors, I was not liber-
ated by a Great Power from my classes, I decided 
to stick around and celebrate the holiday here in 
Manhattan . Th ankfully, my professors have been 
more than accommodating in moving their assign-
ments so that they do not fall on the four festival 
days when no work at all is allowed. (If nothing 
else, at least I was granted this freedom.)

I was happy to fi nd out that the Columbia/
Barnard Hillel  off ered a free Seder on the fi rst 
night, and I also received an invitation elsewhere 
on the second night. Since Passover is truly about 
sharing memories and relating to our common past 
millennia ago, I knew it would not matter exactly 
who surrounded me at these tables. Some at the 
Hillel Seder celebrated the holiday for the fi rst 
time, and others have never been away from their 
friends and family during 
this holiday. We shared 
the lengthy story of our 
people before our meal, 
we shared our customs 
and personal histories, 
and we knew with cer-
tainty that we would 
joyously practice this tra-
dition for years to come. 
Even those of other faiths 
joined us to learn about 
and commemorate this 
festival of freedom. It’s 
a holiday of celebration, 
of remembrance, of a 
table fi lled with lav-
ish foods and good 
company (along with 
some of that inevitable 
not-so-good food and 

company), and it’s a holiday in which we share our 
own stories and make new ones. 

As throughout the year, on Passover we pray 
and hope that such cruelty and barbarity will never 
happen again, neither to us nor to any other citizen 
of the world. After all, we collectively understand 
what it is to suff er under oppression. On such a 
politically active and rights-minded campus like 
Columbia, I often note my own extra sensitivity 
instilled by the message of Passover. I look to Darfur  
and to all of the places of suff ering, hunger, and 
strife, and know that they too need redemption, 
they too need a helping hand. We must reach out, 
learn to treat others with kindness, respect the 
strangers in our midst, and hope that we can bring 
peace to the world and its inhabitants. For that is 
the ultimate message of the holiday of Passover. I 
hope that this holiday will continue to inspire for 
generations to come as it has for generations in 
the past, and that you enjoy these last few hours 
of redemption this year, refl ecting on your own 
freedom to celebrate and your privilege to be free 
in this great land.  

The author is 
a student in List 
College  and the 
School of General 
Studies . 
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Feminist manifesto
Feminism is in a 

state of crisis. It is 
revealing that we 

have groups of activists 
on campus dedicated to 
nearly every conceivable 
political issue, but there is 
no organization of femi-
nists. It is the new f-word, 
as most would rather be 
called a fucker than a 
feminist. As the conserva-
tive sage Pat Robertson  
defi ned it at the 1992 
Republican Convention, 

“Feminism ... encourages women to leave their 
husbands, kill their children, practice witchcraft, 
destroy capitalism, and become lesbians.” Th e com-
plex history of women’s struggle helps to compre-
hend our current dilemma and move forward with 
a program for women’s liberation.

Today, the Democratic center-left has silently 
suppressed feminism, caving to the bigoted culture 
warriors, while the radical left tends to dismiss 
feminism as merely bourgeois individualism, in-
signifi cant compared to the oppression of poverty 
and fomenting class struggle. Moving beyond this 
tactical pragmatism, it is time to assert the central-
ity of women’s liberation for the left.

We live in a patriarchal society that accepts as es-
sentially unproblematic the routine beating, raping, 
and murder of women. Th e accepting silence sur-
rounding violence against women exposes the func-
tioning hegemony of patriarchal power. Tomorrow’s 
Take Back the Night March helps break the silence 
and expose the violence, but we need more than 
events. We need a movement.

Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury 
to women between the ages of 15 and 44, more 
prevalent than automobile accidents, muggings, and 
cancer deaths combined. In 1990, a study found 
that in more than one-third of marriages, women 
were battered repeatedly every year. During the 20 
years following the “feminist revolution” of the early 
1970s, 31,260 women were murdered by their boy-
friends, husbands, or fathers. Th is represents a femi-
cide on the scale of September 11 every two years for 
two decades straight. Yet we have silence. We have a 
war on terror. Where is our war on patriarchy? 

Appropriately, the fi rst generation of revolutionary 
women to stand up and wage war against the men 
who oppressed them learned their lessons in the anti-
slavery struggle. Activists in a movement of religious 
perfectionism that attempted to realize God’s un-
compromising justice on earth, women abolitionists 
like Sarah and Angelina Grimké  quickly recognized 
the parallels. In 1837, Sarah Grimké published a 
“Letter on the Equality of the Sexes” with a demand 
that feminists must still rally around: “All I ask of our 
brethren is, that they will take their feet from off  our 
necks, and permit us to stand upright on that ground 
which God designed us to occupy.”

During Reconstruction , important prec-
edents were set for the next 50 years. Th e 15th 
Amendment posed a sharp dilemma to women 
whose political education had come through the 
abolitionist movement. Th ey could support the 
enfranchisement of men of African  descent, while 
inscribing the word “male” in the constitution for 

the fi rst time, or they could abandon their aboli-
tionists allies and fi ght against the amendment. 
Th is led to a coalition with the notorious racist 
George Francis Train  that supported women’s en-
franchisement but opposed the 15th Amendment’s 
inclusion of the word “male.” It was an ugly 
compromise, but this moment also marked the 
creation of a distinct women’s movement. 

Post-Reconstruction, the suff rage movement took 
an increasingly conservative, racist, and nativist tact. 
Women should be given the vote, these elite women 
suggested, as a measure to counteract the appalling 
infl uence of ignorant Negroes , despicable Slavs , and 
lowly Italians . It was no coincidence that women’s 
suff rage passed in 1920 at a moment of intense politi-
cal reaction more generally, including the Palmer 
Raids  against socialists from 1919 to 1921 and the 
passage of explicitly racist immigration measures in 
the 1921 Emergency Quota Act .

Th e 1960s and early 1970s marked an im-
portant return to earlier radicalism, challenging 
interpersonal oppression with the critical slogan, 
“the personal is political.” Th e successes of this 
generation of pioneering fi ghters have been revo-
lutionary. Th ey have, as historian Linda Gordon  
notes, “transformed the lives and aspirations of 
the majority of women in ways unmeasurable by 
statistics ... raising women’s intellectual, econom-
ic and political expectations, increasing intoler-
ance of wife beating, rape and other violence 
against women.”

But their legacy is also ambiguous. From 
the radical insight that the “personal is politi-
cal” came a white middle-class movement with a 
practical program that spoke mostly to the needs 
and frustration of affl  uent, professional women. 
Feminists tended to understand liberation in 
individualistic, libertarian terms. Freedom was 
defi ned in terms of equal access to markets, a 
defi nition that had much more substance for elite 
women than for the working-class. Envisioning 
the cash-nexus as the embodiment of freedom, 
feminists unintentionally legitimated the forms 
of coercion, exploitation, and oppression implicit 
in the liberal freedom of market capitalism.  

Th e feminist tradition carries within itself dif-
fi cult compromises, unsavory alliances, bigotry, 
and blindness towards certain forms of violence 
and power, but it is nevertheless a powerful and 
necessary strand of radicalism on which the left 
must build a program for democracy and free-
dom. Feminism must become part of a politics 
not simply about distributing poverty, wealth, and 
power equally between men and women, but also 
a politics of collective democratic power for work-
ers, individual dignity for all human beings, and 
a freedom that transcends the choices of market 
incentives. Men, the brotherhood of patriarchs, 
have an equal, if not greater duty to join the femi-
nist struggle. Feminism is not a “problem” with 
certain angry and diffi  cult women, it is a program 
for liberation and a vision of justice for all.

Rudi Batzell is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
history and sociology. He is an editor for El 

Participante, a member of Lucha, and the former chair 
of the Columbia Undergraduate Journal of 

History. History and Politics runs alternate Wednesdays. 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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BY TED NIGRO 

A man only has to cut a few hundred top round roasts 
before he realizes that, when it comes to meat, the average 
consumer has no idea what he’s buying. Although society 
tells us that dominance over the barbecue grill is as much 
a part of the true nature of manliness as beer, football, and 
chest hair, you can take it from me—when a guy walks into 
the meat department of a grocery store, he is as clueless as 
an Iron Maiden  fan at a Miley Cyrus  concert. At least that 
was the case at my store, where dozens of would-be celeb-
rity chefs would come to me in search of the fi nest meat in 
southern Connecticut. Th ey would walk down the aisle, 
wide-eyed and enthusiastic, hoping to select the perfect 
roast or the freshest chops with which they could act out 
their barbaric fantasies. For them, dabbling in the culinary 
arts was a great way to unwind after an 80-hour week on 
Wall Street. After all, nothing takes one’s mind off  of the 
global economic meltdown quite like a honey-glazed rack 
of lamb with mint jelly.

Week after week, my co-workers and I watched as these 
guys hunkered over the meat case, searching desperately 
for the objects of their carnivorous desires. Picking 
them out of the horde of other customers became a 
pastime. It was the best way for us to keep our 
minds occupied, and it certainly helped us 
to keep our eyes off  the clock. We would say 
things like, “Man, that guy had no idea 

what he was looking for,” 
or “I bet he has never 
even set foot in his 

own kitchen!” We all laughed as we imagined the disasters 
that would ensue as these noble weekend warriors returned 
home to conquer their culinary leviathan. It was amusing at 
the time, and those few moments of laughter in an otherwise 
tedious day helped us to maintain a good attitude. Poking 
fun at these amateur chefs was empowering, and knowing 
that they made the big bucks while we went home every 
night feeling tired, sore, and dirty made it all seem fair. At 
the time, it was the best that we could do.

I learned a lot from working in that little grocery store, 
but to say that it changed my life is an exaggeration. I never 
really took my job that seriously—after all, I was only work-
ing to earn a little cash until my band hit it big. I may have 
spent my days packing ground beef, but like any up-and-
coming rocker that is worth his weight in Jack Daniel’s  will 
tell you, my heart belonged exclusively to rock and roll. After 
long days at work I returned home, at which time I would 
work even longer writing songs, assembling press kits, and 
booking shows. It was a labor of love, really, motivated by 
an unshakable desire to live life by my own terms. My band 
mates and I were on a mission that was one part messianic, 
one part egomaniacal, and completely immature. Corporate 
vampires were sucking the life out of rock and roll itself, 
and we were the leather-clad heroes that were going to save 

it from total annihilation. 
A lthough it 

had never really 
occurred to 
me, perhaps 
I had more in 

common with those amateur chefs than I once realized. 
Th ey imagined themselves in the kitchen at Le Cirque , 
serving coq au vin to hungry patrons, and I pictured 
myself on the stage at Madison Square Garden , playing 
hard rock music to a sold-out crowd. Th ese fantasies 
seem diametrically opposed, but the overall concept 
is the same. From the white-collared businessman to 
the blue-collared butcher, we all have dreams, and it 
is the relentless pursuit of these dreams that makes 
life worth living.

It is hard for me to think of a time in my life that was 
more exciting than when I was playing music and work-
ing in that grocery store. Of course, after fi ve years of hard 
work and hard-earned money spent, the time had come for 
me to move on. My time in the “real world” allowed me 
to explore new things, and I was able to immerse myself 
in philosophy, literature, and art with an open mind and 
a fresh perspective. I came to Columbia to prove to myself 
that I have what it takes to succeed at the highest possible 
level. Th ings have worked out a little bit diff erently than I 
thought they would—I write papers instead of songs, I ride 
the subway instead of a tour bus, and the late-night parties 
have been usurped by late-night homework sessions. It has 
been a long and winding road, but I am proud of everything 
that I’ve accomplished. Most of all, I am proud to say that 
I am a Columbian. 

Th e author is a student in the 
School of General Studies.

 

 Living the dream... sort of

ILLUSTRATION BY WENDAN LI 

West Side Stories is a feature that uses the personal essay to showcase the diverse backgrounds of members of the Columbia and Morningside Heights community. It takes an 
intimate look at the journeys that have led individuals to this school and city. By drawing upon stories of family, culture, childhood, past travels and adventures, the essays seek 
to illuminate how people’s experiences both infl uence their relationships to the community and shape the opinions they hold.



PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea) 
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase. 
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.

CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
RICH FORTUNOFF Book & Tax Prep-
aration Services. Great prices and great 
savings for CU. RFortunoff@richfor-
tunoff.com or (212) 678-1065.
HUDSON RIVER SAILING PARTIES 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our 
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work 
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on 
behalf of the American Civil Liberties 
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA 
spying on US citizens, and put an end 
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/ 
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.
LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean 
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call 
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS? 
St Luke’s Hospital (114 St & Amster-
dam). Overweight individuals, 18-65, 
weekly individual or group counseling. 
Low fee. (212) 523-4180 or stlukes.
weightloss@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL
Egremont, MA. 3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 
dining and living room. Near French 
Park, Prospect Lake, 5 miles from Great 
Barrington, 20 min to Stockbridge and 
Tanglewood. Avail July 2009 through 
Labor Day. Pixs avail. Contact Phyllis 
(212) 666-3400; e-mail phyllow@aol.
com

PROFESSIONAL MARRIED COUPLE 
of South Asian/Indian origin looking to 
adopt a baby from the US. We prom-
ise your baby a life filled with love, 
warmth and well-being. Confidential, 
expenses paid. Call us toll free at 1 
(866) 261-9871 or e-mail us at: hope-
fulindian@yahoo.com. And visit http://
indiancoupleadopts.com

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Pk. 2, 3 & 4 BRs, 
light and outdoor space from $699K to 
1.799M. (212) 595-4549. www.west113. 
com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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A little 
scandal goes 
a long way

The side 
of a 
large 

box in the 
corner of 
the City 
Reliquary  
in Brooklyn  
claims that 
the history of 
burlesque lies 
inside. Open 
the door of 
the diorama, 
and it be-
comes clear 
that much of 

its scandalous history centers around 
one mythical dancer—Little Egypt , 
a belly dancer who premiered at the 
Chicago World’s Fair  in 1893 .

Sol “Th e Music Man” Bloom  
created the concept of the Midway 
Plaisance  in Chicago for the World’s 
Columbian Exposition , the � rst 
American World’s Fair —created as a 
celebration of the 400th anniversary 
of Christopher Columbus’ voyage. Th e 
Midway, which off ered “entertainment 
for the masses,” served as a contrast to 
the clean, white beaux-arts city, and 
left the fair’s most lasting legacy.  

Though originally conceived as 
“anthropological,” Bloom spiced up 
the Midway with dancing, sex, and 
imported goods. A truly American 
mixture of spectacle, legend, and 
capitalism, the Midway was by far 
the fair’s most popular aspect. That 
year, the “hootchy-cootchy,”  or the 
belly dance, premiered. 

The dance was performed by a 
Syrian  woman named Farida Mazar 
Spyropoulos , who was suppos-
edly called Little Egypt backstage, 
though newspaper accounts prove 
that the nickname only caught on a 
few years later. She danced to a song 
composed by Mr. Bloom himself—
“The Streets of Cairo, or the Poor 
Little Country Maid,”  better known 
as the popular children’s song 
“There’s a Place in France Where 
the Naked Ladies Dance.” 

Con� icting legends arise here: Who 
actually coined the name Little Egypt? 
Did Mark Twain  suff er a coronary 
from watching her perform? Did she 
popularize the newly minted zipper, 
used to peel herself out of her tiny cos-
tumes? Was her performance the shock 
of a century or simply another tent at 
the Midway? Did her undulations drive 
men crazy, to crime, to destitution?

History obscures the authenticity 
of the real Little Egypt, who inspired 
hundreds of competitors and fakes, 
though Mazar claimed she was the 
true original. Some answers lie in 
the 1896 Herbert Barnum Seeley 
banquet , also called the “Seeley 
Bachelor Orgy,”  where another danc-
er named Ashea Wabe  was arrested 
on charges of indecency for her ris-
qué stomach swivels.  Though news-
paper accounts claim she was nude, 
she was actually clothed and sipping 
champagne as the cops rolled in.

Th e national scandal, which ap-
propriately involved P.T. Barnum’s 
grandsons, popularized the name and 
the new “Little Egypt” belly dance, 
formerly called the “hootchy-cootchy.” 
Th e Little Egypt nickname was 
pinned on Wabe, though Mazar’s leg-
acy is more lasting; she danced again 
at Chicago’s Century of Progress in 
1933 under the name Little Egypt.

Wabe, though, found celebrity in 
her own right—Oscar Hammerstein  
asked her to play herself in a spoof of 
the Seeley dinner, and the Seeleys never 
lived down the scandal. In that mo-
ment, an exotic dancer rose to national 
celebrity, sex and scandal permeated 
front page news, and burlesque became 
a part of the American lexicon.

Th ese legends are brought to life at 
the City Reliquary, which crafted an 
animatronic Little Egypt behind a one-
way mirror who will wiggle her hips 
with the press of a button. As I watched 
and giggled at the shimmying manne-
quin, my friend reminded me of an old 
tour guide maxim: “Never let the truth 
get in the way of a good story.”  

Th e City Reliquary, collectors of 
historical ephemera in an attempt to 
recreate a forgotten New York, may 
leave the truth shrouded in myth. 
But these myths are what persist, 
living on in the artifacts the past has 
left behind. In the dark corner, the 
door open to a shady past, I press the 
button for my own personal show, 
where Little Egypt belly dances her 
way back into the historical present.

Jennie Rose Halperin  is a Barnard College 
junior majoring in American Studies. 
Another Day Older and Deeper in 

Debt  runs alternate Wednesdays.  

T
box in the 
corner of 
the City 
Reliquary  
in Brooklyn  
claims that 
the history of 
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BY ADAM LAMPELL 
Columbia Daily Spectator

Before civil rights advocates like Malcolm X  
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , there was Hubert 
Harrison . According to Jeff rey B. Perry , an indepen-
dent scholar who received his Ph.D. in American 
history from Columbia  in 1980, Harrison was “the 
� rst to struggle against both class and racial oppres-
sion through his articulate, radical black working 
class voice and a bottom-up approach.”

Th is Th ursday, April 16, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., the 
Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund  will present “Harlem 
Radicalism: from Hubert Harrison to Hip Hop,”  an 
educational fundraiser open to the public in Grace 

Dodge Hall,  at Teachers College  (525 West 120th 
St.). Perry, a 1980-81 grantee, and Kahlil Almustafa , 
a 2008-09 grantee and author of Growing Up Hip 
Hop , will be speaking at the presentation. 

Perry preserved and inventoried the Hubert H. 
Harrison Papers 1893-1927: Finding Aid  and helped to 
place them in Columbia’s Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library . He has just published a new biography, 
Hubert Harrison: Th e Voice of Harlem Radicalism, 
1883-1918 , in which he describes Harrison as a 
“self-de� ned radical internationalist” who combined 
class consciousness and anti-white-supremacist race 
consciousness into a sound political radicalism. Perry 
is also the editor of A Hubert Harrison Reader  and 
the forthcoming Writings of Hubert Harrison.  

Hubert Harrison: Th e Voice of Harlem Radicalism 
portrays Harrison as an exceptional individual who 
was, among many other things, an orphan who at-
tended night school twice a week, was � uent in six 
to eight languages, was a leading pioneer of the birth 
control movement, and is believed to have read ap-
proximately six books a day throughout most of his 
life. According to Perry, Harrison was also the � rst 
regular black book reviewer and a lecturer for the 
NYC Department of Education—as he put it, “un-
precedented positions for an African American.” 

America’s leading playwright and Nobel Prize  win-
ner Eugene O’Neill  commended Harrison greatly. He 
considered his review of the ground-breaking play Th e 
Emperor Jones  to be “one of the very few intelligent criti-
cisms of the piece that have come to my notice.”  

Perry’s depiction of Harrison as both an intel-
lectual and a radical can be seen unmistakably in 
the comparison he makes between Harrison, Booker 
T. Washington,  and W.E.B. Du Bois . Despite their 
notable and self-proclaimed diff erences, Washington, 
who had ties to powerful people and who devel-
oped a political patronage machine, and Du Bois, 
who had connections with wealthy liberal leftists, 

shared a top-down approach to the issue of racism. 
Harrison, who was against the Du Bois’ notion of the 
“Talented Tenth,”  broke through both philosophies 
and developed a bottom-up approach. 

Additionally, Harrison had a major impact on 
A. Philip Randolph  and Marcus Garvey , two of the 
most inf luential African-American  leaders of the 
20th century. The “Father of Harlem Radicalism”  
was a fundamental critic of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People , which he 
thought was too dependent on white people and 
thus not a proactive organization. 

Harrison believed that the Negro question was a 
revolutionary one and wrote in the New York Call  that 
“politically, the Negro is the touchstone of the modern 
democratic idea. Th e presence of the Negro puts our 
democracy to the proof and reveals the falsity of it.” 
Indeed, Harrison understood the twofold character of 
democracy, and acknowledged that every issue of so-
ciety was shaped by white supremacy. He was the � rst 
among his contemporaries to clearly recognize that a 
white supremacist culture blocked social progress.

Th ough thousands attended his funeral, Perry 
believes that Harrison “is not better known because 
of his race, class, and low socio-economic status.” 
Moreover, as Perry also noted, “Despite being rated 
‘one of the 20th century’s major thinkers’ by two-
time Pulitzer Prize -winning Du Bois biographer 
David Levering Lewis,  ... Harrison is, as Harvard 
University ’s Henry Louis Gates Jr. , writes, ‘a major 
but neglected � gure in our history.’” 

Nichols at MoMA: popular and provocative

Undeclared and unfazed, taking a cue from primetime
BY CAITLYN MCGINN 

Spectator Staff  Writer

Instead of writing about another major and the 
students who love it, for the final installment of 
Majoring in TV, I thought I’d give a shout out  to 
those without any major at all. 

It may not always be apparent, 
but there are other students who 
haven’t yet chosen the subject that 
will dominate both their class 
schedules and their conversations 
at future cocktail parties. But 
though the major-less masses are 
in Columbia’s classrooms, clubs, 
and dorms, they are generally not 
on students’ television screens.  

When looking for inspiration 
from television while searching for a major, 
popular shows like Grey’s Anatomy , CSI , and 
Bones  will likely not be of any help—they rep-
resent glorif ied professions that require years 
of education. To the detriment of confused 
college freshmen and sophomores everywhere, 
they a lso encourage the popular notion that 
majors actually matter.

YuFei Jin, BC ’11 , agrees that choosing a major is, 
in a way, choosing a future. “I think in this fast-paced 
society, it [choosing a major] does matter. A lot,” she 
explained, “since what you study now can help or hurt 
you in terms of getting internships, into study abroad 
programs, starter jobs, and speci� c graduate schools.”

Perhaps another way of approaching major selection 
is to hold to the idea that majors don’t matter. I know I 
was fed this line several times, but is it true? And more 
importantly (for the purpose of this series, anyway), is 
there a television show that con� rms its truth? 

The closest and perhaps most depressing confir-
mation is The Office . Yes, it’s a college phenomenon 
of sorts, but I doubt people are watching that show 
and thinking that’s where they want their majors 
to take them. Dunder Miff lin  is the kind of cor-
porate middleman environment that is an equal-
opportunity soul crusher. To corporate America, 
specific majors aren’t really that important. 

For most Columbia undergrads, the goal is to 
� nd something they like and study it. According the 
Columbia Center for Student Advising’s  Web site, 
everyone should be able to do that in a year and a 

BY NNEKA MCGUIRE 
Columbia Daily Specator

Everyone eventually � nds out that Mrs. Robinson  
was indeed trying to seduce Benjamin Braddock  in 
Th e Graduate , and some are privy to Alice’s  secret 
in Closer . But few have a clue about the scandal sur-
rounding Karen’s  death in Silkwood . Th ese iconic 
� lms, however, all directed by Mike Nichols , remain 
decidedly enshrouded in obscurity.

MoMA’s  two-week retrospective of Nichols’s 
� lms—including the three mentioned above—off ers 
viewers the chance to appreciate 17 � lms spanning 
more than 40 years of Nichols’ legendary career. 
Screenings include the rarely shown classics Catch-
22 , based on Joseph Heller’s  cult novel, as well as 
the � lm that made Jack Nicholson  famous—Carnal 
Knowledge . Other � lms include Nichols’ � rst, Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf ? , the recent Charlie Wilson’s 
War , and the lauded HBO series Angels in America . 

Retrospective organizer Rajendra Roy  told the 
New York Times  that Nichols is “an example of 
how popular cinema can be vision based.” In the 
present heyday of shallow, lucrative f licks like 
Hannah Montana: The Movie  and The Haunting in 
Connecticut , it seems that a director’s only long-term 
vision is profit, not a thought-provoking product. 
Not so for Nichols—his films attempt to provide 
not only pop entertainment through action and 
sex, but also stimulation of the mind. 

In addition to Nichols’ f ilm screenings, the 
retrospective includes an informal discussion with 
Nichols and a number of his collaborators, includ-
ing performer Elaine May  and screenwriters Nora 
Ephron  and Buck Henry . Each collaborated with 
Nichols on some of his major works—May on 
his Broadway career, Ephron on Heartburn  and 
Silkwood, and Henry on The Graduate.

Born in Berlin  as Michael Igor Peschkowsky , Nichols 
began his career as a comedian. He composed one half 
of a Broadway  comedy act with Elaine May titled “An 
Evening with Mike Nichols and Elaine May.” Splitting 
with May in 1961, Nichols began directing Broadway 
performances, including the widely acclaimed Th e 
Odd Couple , and later, feature � lms. Symbolic of 
his immense success, Nichols has won every major 

American entertainment award—an Oscar , a Grammy , 
four Emmys,  and eight Tony  awards. 

Nichols’ � lms have signi� cantly in� uenced American 
culture in general and � lm culture in particular. In 1996, 
Th e Graduate was inducted into the National Film Registry , 
a registry of � lms with cultural, aesthetic, or historical 
signi� cance preserved in the Library of Congress . 

Nichols set the � lm industry a� ame with Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, a case study of an older and 
younger couple based on the play by Edward Albee . 
Drinks and genteel discussion between the two couples 
quickly disintegrate, the façade of bourgeoisie perfection 
is razed, and vitriol spills forth from all the spouses. 

Th e � lm was radical in the ‘60s, due to a then-
unconventional level of sexual innuendo and profan-
ity. Nevertheless, Virginia Woolf was approved for 

moviegoers despite violating the strict Production 
Code  censorship of the time. Th e approval of Virginia 
Woolf was a signi� cant step in the abolishment of 
the stringent Production Code in favor of the well-
known MPAA  � lm rating system implemented in 
1968, only two years later. 

Nora Ephron recently called Nichols’ movies 
“really smart movies about smart people. They’re 
about something.” Something present-day movie-
goers sadly see too little of. 

Biographer to shed light on an often-neglected radical

Courtesy of Columbia University Press

LIFE STORY  |  Columbia grad Jeff rey B. Perry emphasizes 
Hubert Harrison’s unique approach to activism.

Courtesy of MoMA

THE BIG BAD WOOLF  |  Spanning director Mike Nichols’ long career, a MoMA retrospective highlights a balance of 
action and profundity in his � lms and features famous works including Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Courtesy of Bob D’Amico
MAJOR DILEMMA  |  Even undecided majors can � nd TV 
characters, such as Cappie on Greek, to relate to. SEE MAJORING IN TV, page 8

Time:  Th ursday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Place:  Grace Dodge Hall at Teachers 
College (525 West 120th St.)
Cost:  Free admission, free signing, and books for sale.

WHERE IT’S AT

Time:  April 15-May 1, Times vary
Place:  MoMA (53rd Street and 6th Avenue)
Cost:  $6 with CUID

WHERE IT’S AT

BOOKS

FILM

TV

MUSIC

Majoring 
in TV



half: “Ideally by now you have developed your interests 
to the point where you are ready to focus your academic 
energies for the rest of your time at Columbia.” 

Joy Lee, CC ’12, said that she feels the frustration 
of having to decide her future on a deadline. “Although 
it’s annoying to be uncertain about the future, at 
this point, I think it’s better to be overwhelmed with 
multiple options” since, she said, it forces students to 
explore a possible range of interests. 

Casey Curnan, BC ’11, explained how she selected 
her major by the time declarations were due. “I ended 
up choosing a major—American Studies—that will 
let me combine a lot of the subjects that I like into 
one, which I’m really excited about.”

Perhaps if Cappie (Scott Michael Foster), from ABC 
Family’s hit show Greek, had the selection of interdisciplin-
ary majors afforded to students like Curnan, the second 
semester junior might have a major by now.

And given the amount of emphasis this institution 
places on liberal arts, there are many majors, concentra-
tions, and combined majors available. Some surprisingly 
intriguing majors students may not have heard of are 
Sustainable Development, Jazz Studies, Evolutionary 
Biology of the Human Species, and Environmental 
Policy. Most of these majors combine classes from 
several departments, giving students the opportunity 
to study many areas under one theme.

Even so, my advice for those who are lacking a focus 
for their college careers may go unheeded. Many, if 
not most, students in the Columbia community seem 
to know exactly what they want to major in and where 
they want to go with that.

Perhaps Columbia draws those of us lucky enough to 
�nd our passion at a young age, or at least �nd a subject 
that doesn’t make us want to rip our hair out. If that is 
the case, then students should kick back and watch a little 
TV—they might just learn something.

ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
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Students without 
majors can find 

hope in TV



Three-way tie for first in Gehrig Division

runs (three earned). Conor Burke was 
charged with the loss in the second 
decision, giving up four earned runs 
in six innings.

The Big Green will visit Yale for 
a four-game set this weekend, while 
Brown will play a pair of doublehead-
ers against Harvard.

The Crimson (8-22, 6-4 Ivy) is 
currently third in the Rolfe Division 
after splitting Saturday’s doubleheader 
with fourth-place Yale (10-14, 5-5 Ivy). 
Harvard dropped the first game 4-2 
before recovering to take the second 
game by the same score.

Second baseman Taylor Meehan 
led the Crimson offense on Saturday 
with four hits, two runs, and an RBI. 
Left fielder Charlie Neil carried Yale 
with four hits and two runs over the 
course of both games.

Yale’s Brandon Josselyn earned the 
victory in the first contest after giving 
up two runs on six hits and six strike-
outs in seven innings of work. Harvard’s 
Jonah Klees suffered the loss.

Despite only pitching two-thirds of 
an inning, Will Keuper picked up the 

win for Harvard in game two. Yale’s 
Joe Castaldi took the loss.

Harvard took a break from confer-
ence play on Sunday to compete against 
Boston College in the consolation game 
of the Beanpot tournament at Fenway 
Park and lost 9-5 to the Eagles. 

The Bulldogs and the Crimson 
resumed their four-game series on 
Tuesday with another doubleheader. 
Harvard took the f irst game by a 
score of 7-4 and cemented the two-
game sweep with a narrow 3-2 win 
in game two.

The race for first in the Gehrig 
Division is much closer, with Columbia, 
Princeton, and Cornell all tied for the 
top spot. Penn is a distant fourth, four 
games out of first.

Heading into the weekend, the Lions 
(8-24, 5-7 Ivy) were two games ahead of the 
Tigers and the Big Red, but they surrendered 
that lead by dropping three of their four 
games to Princeton (12-14, 5-7 Ivy).

The Light Blue split the doublehead-
er on Sunday, winning the first game 
8-0 before dropping the second contest 
11-4. First baseman Ron Williams led 
Columbia’s offense with four hits and 
two RBI on the day. 

The Lions’ victory was largely the 
result of Joe Scarlata’s lights-out perfor-
mance on the mound. Scarlata pitched 
seven shutout innings in game one, giving 
up just four hits and striking out seven. 
Geoff Whitaker wasn’t as successful in 
game two, allowing six runs to score in 
just four innings of work.

Jon Broscious led Princeton’s offense 
with four hits (including two homers 
and a double), three runs, and three 
RBI on the afternoon. 

Columbia continued to struggle 
in Monday’s twin bill, falling to the 
Tigers in the first game 3-2 and drop-
ping the second decision 5-3.

The Lions will try to regain the top spot 
in the Gehrig Division when they host a four-
game series against Cornell this weekend. 
Princeton will travel to Philadelphia for a 
pair of doubleheaders against Penn.

Cornell (8-17, 5-7 Ivy) also found 
itself with a share of the division lead 
after taking three of four games from 
Penn (11-19, 1-11 Ivy) this weekend. 

The Big Red won the first game on 
Saturday 12-5, before the Quakers tri-
umphed in the second, 6-3. On Sunday, 
Cornell took both contests, winning 
the first 3-2 and the second 6-4.

Eisen downplayed the inf luence of base-
ball on schoolwork.

“I think if you ask an average student 
whether he was struggling with finding a 
balance between academics and social life and 
all the other extracurriculars that everyone’s 
interested in, I mean it’s just as tough for me 
and for other athletes,” he said. “I try to get 
a lot of work done on bus trips.”

That’s not to say he crams his nose in 
a book when everyone else is having a 
good time. “It’s been a lot of fun,” he said. 

“The guys on the team, we have a lot of 
fun together.”

In order to repeat last year’s title run, 
this close-knit group of student-athletes 
will have to start beating conference op-
ponents. Right now, the Lions are tied for 
first place with Cornell and Princeton in 
a relatively weak Gehrig Division. With 
a strong finish, they still have a chance 
to capture the division crown.

“We actually haven’t won as many games 
as we’d like to,” Eisen said. 

But it’s far too early to lose all hope. “We 
still like the position that we’re in.”

Young talent continues to 
drive CU baseball team

EISEN from back page

BASEBALL from back page
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BY JACOB LEVENFELD
Spectator Staff  Writer

When Jon Eisen  fi rst arrived at Columbia 
in the fall, he was already a proud member of 
the defending Ivy League champion baseball 
team. After eight months and two-thirds of a 
baseball season under his belt in Morningside, 
he still identifi es with that team—but he’s fi nd-
ing that the Lions are having some diffi  culty 
maintaining their title. Th eir division record 
as of now is 5-7.

Still, Eisen himself has been a bright spot 
since day one in a season that has not been so 
kind to the Light Blue of late. Well, maybe 
not since day one. On Opening Day against 
Lamar  in Texas, Eisen hit leadoff and reached 
base on his first two opportunities, once after 
being plunked and once on a single to left. 
Both times he was gunned down trying to 
steal second base.

Undeterred, the switch-hitting freshman 
has since proceeded to cement his place both at 
second base and in the number two slot on head 
coach Brett Boretti ’s lineup card. And second 
isn’t even his natural position.

“I really didn’t have a natural position,” he 
said. “In high school I played all three outfi eld 
positions, I played shortstop, second base, third 
base. I kind of knew when I came to Columbia 
I’d be playing second base or center fi eld or 
somewhere in the outfi eld.”

Although he’s happy to be at second, he 
comes to the ballpark ready for any last-minute 
audibles. “I think I’m at second for now, but I 
always carry around my outfi eld glove in my 
bag,” he said.

Statistically, it’s easy to see why Eisen’s name 
on the roster bodes well for the baseball team 
over the next three-plus seasons. His .296 bat-
ting average, third-best on the team, provides 
a spark near the top of the lineup ahead of 
the RBI powerhouses. He’s also among team 
leaders with eight stolen bases (second), 17 
runs scored (fifth), 32 hits (second), and 16 
runs batted in (third). Eisen has only struck 
out nine times on the year, fewest among the 
squad’s regular starters.

“I’m just trying to do what I can to help out 
the team,” he said. “Off ensively, my job is just to 
get on base and make some things happen.”

Eisen has been making things happen on the 
field for much of his life, and his accomplish-
ments have not been limited to the baseball 
diamond. Besides playing baseball for four 
years at his high school in Nashville, he also 
tried his luck at basketball, cross country, 
and football. 

“In football I played running back and corner,” 
he said. “I actually didn’t start playing football 

until my junior year.” Still, he managed 
to snag a pair of varsity letters.

Eisen was heavily involved in stu-
dent government back in Nashville as 
class secretary. He was also a mem-
ber of the Boy Scouts through his 
junior year.

“I have to brag about myself for a 
minute,” he said, “but I actually got 
Eagle Scout, which was pretty cool.”

Until the late fall of his senior 
year, Eisen wasn’t even considering 
Columbia as an option for college. 
“At the time, I was being recruited 
by Penn, Davidson, Emory, and a couple other 
schools,” he said. Then he went down to play 
in a showcase in Florida. Coach Boretti came 
up to him after a long day on the field.

“From the second that I met him, I was just 
really impressed, I was really excited about 
it,” Eisen said. “The night after I talked to 
him, I went on the Columbia Web site. ... 
Actually I e-mailed him back that night at 

one o’clock in the morning.” On an official 
visit to campus just a couple weeks later, 
Eisen decided he belonged here and commit-
ted immediately. 

Although the Ivy League baseball season 
demands a grueling schedule and offers no 
reprieve from the rigor of Columbia classes, 
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Surprised to 
see me? You 
should be. In 

my previous column 
I announced that 
the reign of “Bad 
Newz, Mike” had 
fi nally come to an 
end. It was no public-
ity stunt—I totally 
believed that my time 
with Spectator was 
over. I was saddened 
(sort of), but I also 
knew that all great 

things must witness the fi nal curtain, much like 
the greatest musical Broadway has ever seen, 
Cats . I had to move on and fi nd the next thing, 
much like the Rum Tum Tugger must fi nd the 
Magical Mister Mistoff elees , whose magical 
powers bring back Old Deuteronomy  in Act II. 

Point being, I knew it was time to abandon Bad 
Newz and move on. I had taken up the columnist 
position, done my thing, revolutionized the sports 
page, and turned everything you thought you knew 
about “journalistic integrity” on its head. It was 
time for me to pack my bags and hit the old dusty 
trail—before I overstayed my welcome.

Th is much seemed obvious to me, but the 
unanimous, widespread, and, at times, violent 
reactions to my farewell column forced me to 
reconsider. My many fans made it very clear 
that they wanted me to keep writing, nearly 
2,000 of whom threatened a general strike of 
life if I did not return for an encore. 

Now, I am a pretty willful individual. Just 
like the Rum Tum Tugger, I will do as I do-do 
and there’s no doing anything about it. At the 
same time, I am also extremely suggestible and 
will basically just do whatever a large group 
of people tell me to (it’s this internal contra-
diction that makes my writing so alluring to 
you). So, here I am for my fi nal bow. THIS is 
my last column...

So how about those Columbia sports, huh? 
I mean, come on. I have too much to worry 
about elsewhere in sports to really concern 
myself with what’s going on in the M-side. 
Heights, that is. So, baseball is on a three-
game losing streak? Women’s lacrosse still 
hasn’t won against another Ivy? Men’s tennis is 
pretty good? Th ere, I’m all caught up.

Nah, instead I have been paying attention 
to my teams from back home. Just announced 
yesterday, the Redskins  got as good a schedule 
next season as an NFC East team could hope 
for, though they’ll probably fi gure out a way 
to ruin the season and spend a load of money 
in the process. Th e Capitals  are playing the 
Rangers  in the fi rst round of the Stanley Cup 
playoff s  tonight. My roommate looked into 
getting us tickets to the game, but at $150 a 
seat, I fi gured my money was better spent at a 
bar. Ideally, I can fi nd one that plays sports on 
the television. Th e Nationals  are the worst team 
in baseball after seven games, so I’ve decided 
to lean towards my Maryland roots and root 
for the Orioles , who are coincidentally off  to a 
great start. Beat the Yankees . Twice. 

Let me tell you a story. I was walking 
around Carroll Gardens  in Brooklyn the other 
day, going out to get a sandwich for my boss 
(which is I—nobody bosses around the Bad 
Newz), and I came across a group of local 
children playing Fungo. For the uninitiated, 
Fungo is an established variant on the game of 
stickball, itself a variation of baseball that sup-
plants the traditional grassy ballfi eld with the 
surrounding urban environment. It’s a pick-up 
game of baseball, if you will. 

Fungo is usually played out of necessity, like 
when there aren’t enough kids to have a designated 
pitcher. Instead, the batter pitches the ball to him-
self by tossing it in the air and swinging at it as it 
returns to the earth because of the force of gravity.

So these kids in Carroll Gardens were 
playing Fungo, and the little boy was pitch-
ing to himself when I decided to taunt him 
and call, “No pitcher, no pitcher here!” Th e 
game was paused as all the kids turned and 
stared at me. So then I was like, “We want a 
pitcher, not a belly-itcher!”, and that kid was 
all, like, throwing the ball at me. It hit me 
and it hurt, but I thought the taunts were 
clever, and I stand by that. 

Michael Shannon is a Columbia 
College senior majoring in sociology. 

Sports@columbiaspectator.com 
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I announced that 
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A curtain call 
for Bad Newz, 

Mike 

SPORTS Jared Drucker, CC ’08 , has 
already made the diffi  cult 

transition from collegiate to 
professional tennis.

TOMORROW

Softball will battle 
Manhattan College  in a 

doubleheader on Th ursday 
with games at 4 and 6 p.m.

TOMORROW

Lions look to regain confi dence in single-game affair against Fordham 
BY JACOB SHAPIRO 

Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

Coming off a devastating doubleheader on 
Monday—when Columbia  was swept by Princeton —
the Lions  will take on local rival Fordham  tomorrow 
in the Bronx .

Not only did Columbia extend its losing 
streak to three with the losses, but the Lions 
also coughed up sole position of fi rst place in the 
Gehrig Division.

Columbia is now stuck in a three-way tie with 
Princeton and Cornell  as all three teams feature 
a 5-7 record in Ivy League  play.

Th e doubleheader at Fordham will give the Lions 
an opportunity to bounce back from the Princeton 
games and rectify some of their problems before they 

play host to Cornell in a critical, season-defi ning 
series this weekend.

But knocking off the Rams  will be no easy 
task for Columbia. Fordham enters the series 
after taking two of three games from Duquesne  
on the road last weekend. Last night at home, 
they lost to Rutgers , a team that 
Columbia beat 9-1 on April 7. 
With an 8-4 conference record, 
the Rams currently sit in third 
place in the Atlantic 10 Conference , just behind 
Temple  and Rhode Island .

The Columbia pitching staff, which performed 
well last weekend, allowing 19 runs over four 
games, will have a daunting challenge in de-
ciding how to pitch to Fordham senior Bobby 
DiNardo . The answer might be not to pitch to 

him at all, as DiNardo leads the Rams with a 
.357 batting average and 10 home runs on the 
season. Over half of DiNardo’s hits have gone 
for extra bases this year and the infielder’s .732 
slugging percentage sits far above that of any of 
his teammates.

DiNardo aside, Fordham has a 
general lack of raw power, but the 
Lions will need to feature a pesky 
attack in order to offset a Fordham 

offense that has scored 184 runs this season.
Scoring runs against Fordham can be diff i-

cult, especially if Columbia has to face southpaw 
J.P. Mack . Mack was recently named Atlantic 
10 co-pitcher of the week and the senior has an 
impressive 3.95 ERA this season to go along with 
a 4-2 record. Mack has hurled complete games 

in one out of every four starts and has fanned 
34 batters in 54.2 innings of work.

Outfielder Bobby O’Brien  currently leads the 
Lions with a .327 batting average and Mike Roberts  
and rookie Jon Eisen  have also contributed with 
averages that hover around the .300 mark. Senior 
Ron Williams  leads Columbia with 20 RBI.

Joe Scarlata  continues to prove that he is the 
ace of the Lions’ pitching staff  with a 4.94 ERA. 
He has thrown complete games in half of his starts 
in the 2009 campaign.

Last year, Columbia split the season series 
against Fordham in a pair of one-run games, 
dropping the first contest 8-9 before winning 
the second 2-1.

Th e fi rst pitch is scheduled for 4 p.m. this after-
noon at Houlihan Park .

File Photo
SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY  |  Freshman Jon Eisen , Columbia’s starting second baseman, is also a seasoned 
outfi elder. Off ensively, he ranks among the top hitters on the team in several major categories.

Eisen adds speed, versatility to lineup
Freshman second 

baseman leads Lions  
in 2009 campaign

Dartmouth builds on division lead in weekend action
BY MICHELE CLEARY

Spectator Staff  Writer

After three weeks of Ivy baseball, Dartmouth sits alone 
at the top of the Rolfe Division while Columbia fi nds itself 
in a three-way tie for fi rst in the Gehrig Division.

The Big Green (14-10, 11-1 Ivy) 
took three of its four games against 
Brown (12-14, 8-4 Ivy) this weekend. 
Dartmouth swept Saturday’s double-
header, winning both games by a score 
of 5-2. Second baseman Jeff  Onstott  
led the Big Green off ense with three 
hits, one RBI, and two runs scored over 
the course of the day. Outfi elder Brett 
Gardner  also had three hits.

In the f irst game, junior Robert 
Young  earned the win for Dartmouth, pitching six 
and a third innings of two-run ball. Young gave up 
six hits and f ive walks, while strik ing out three. 
Sophomore Ryan Smith  relieved him to notch the 
save, striking out both batters he faced.

Junior Ben Murray  started game two for the Big 
Green and yielded two runs on eight hits, no walks, 
and four strikeouts over eight innings. Smith got his 

second save of the day, fanning two of the three bat-
ters he faced.

Th e second-place Bears were led by Matt Nuzzo , who 
had two hits and an RBI on the day. Mark Gormley  was 
tagged with the loss in game one after giving up fi ve 

SEE BASEBALL, page 9

Around  
the League

COLUMBIA  vs. Fordham 

Houlihan Park , 4 p.m.

SEE EISEN, page 9

GEHRIG DIVISION
IVY

 RECORD
OVERALL
RECORD

PRINCETON 5-7 12-14
CORNELL 5-7 8-17
COLUMBIA 5-7 8-24

IVY BASEBALL STANDINGS

File Photo
LEARNING TO SHARE  |  Princeton , Cornell , and Columbia  
are currently tied for fi rst place in the Gehrig Division. 

JON EISENJON EISEN
YEAR: CC ’12 
POSITION:  Second base
HOMETOWN:  Nashville, TN 
IN 2009:
AVG: .296
RBI: 16
SB-ATT: 8-12
FLD%: .939

Courtesy of CU Athletics

PENN 1-11 11-19
ROLFE DIVISION

IVY
RECORD

OVERALL
RECORD

DARTMOUTH 11-1 14-10
BROWN 8-4 12-14
HARVARD 6-4 8-22
YALE 5-5 10-14

DARTMOUTH
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