
BY MARGARET MATTES
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Students and faculty sparred 
over a University Senate pro-
posal that would recommend 
the publication of student course 
evaluations at a town hall meet-
ing on Wednesday.

Students from within the 
senate and outside spoke in 
favor of the proposal, but sev-
eral students and most faculty 
members opposed it, believing 
that the publication of course 

evaluations could threaten the 
school’s academic environment.

Under a system of open eval-
uations, students would have 
access to some qualitative and 
quantitative feedback from 
their peers. The senators’ hope 
is that the information will be in-
tegrated into the course direc-
tory. Currently, the evaluations 
are read only by relevant faculty 
members, including the profes-
sor and the department chair.

“Open course evaluations 
could create an atmosphere of 

pandering, surveillance, that 
could undermine responsible 
teaching,” School of the Arts 
professor Bette Gordon said. 
“Professors’ reputations and 
careers are on the line.”

Gordon and anthropology 
professor Marilyn Ivy offered 
introductory critiques of the 
proposal after it was presented 
by three of the student senators 
who wrote the original report on 
the topic. The proposed policy 
was first introduced to the full 
senate at the March 30 plenary.

Open course evaluations 
would only enhance the sys-
tem, since students would 
know that their opinions were 
being heard, said Ryan Turner, 
a graduate student in SEAS and 
co-chair of the Student Affairs 
Committee subcommittee on 
course evaluations.

“It’s really an issue of maxi-
mizing the value of our educa-
tion,” he said. “We think that 
the information obtained from 
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BY LILLIAN CHEN
Spectator Staff Writer

Student leaders raised seri-
ous concerns about a plan to 
turn Lerner Hall’s Broadway 
Room into a student lounge and 
discussed alternative space op-
tions on Wednesday.

Earlier in the semester, the 
Student Space Initiative—a 
group of students dedicated to 
setting aside more communal 
areas for students—developed 
a proposal to put glass doors in 
the Lerner Piano Lounge, make 
the Broadway Room a non-re-
servable space, add a kitchen, 
and refurnish both areas.

But at a town hall meet-
ing, representatives of various 
campus organizations object-
ed to the reconfiguration of 
the room, which is frequently 
booked by dance, theater, and 
musical groups.

The Activities Board at 
Columbia has been circu-
lating a petition against the 
conversion of the room. As 
of Wednesday evening, it had 
garnered nearly 130 signa-
tures, representing groups un-
der the Student Government 
Association, the InterGreek 
Council, ABC, Club Sports, and 
the Student Governing Board.

The clash is notable because 
both sides say they are trying to 
improve student life on campus 
by supporting student inter-
action through clubs or more 
hangout space.

Victoria Pollack, BC ’12 and 
co-president of the Columbia 
University Performing Arts 
League, said that dance groups 

can’t afford to lose practice 
space like the Broadway Room, 
saying they already try to take 
advantage of space in Dodge 
Fitness Center and within the 
Barnard dance department.

“As far as usable dance 
spaces, they’re stretched fair-
ly thin,” she said. “All of the 
dance studios pretty much be-
tween the hours of 9 a.m. and 
midnight are used. They just 
really don’t have the means to 
be any more flexible than they 
already are.”

Alex Donnelly, CC ’14 and 
president of the Columbia 
University Wind Ensemble, 
agreed, saying that changing 
the Broadway Room without 
a suitable replacement “would 
just be the last straw for an al-
ready strained, if not broken, 
system.” The wind ensemble, 
he said, has few options for 
practice space aside from the 
Broadway Room.

However, organizers of 
the Student Space Initiative 
said that nothing would move 
forward until all groups are 
appeased.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple that are worried that the 
Broadway space will be tak-
en away before everyone has 
had their needs taken care of,” 
Logan Donovan, SEAS ’13 and 
an organizer of the initiative, 
said. “Everyone has to be tak-
en care of and be happy with 
their situation before we do any 
reconstruction.”

Barry Weinberg, CC ’12 and 
another organizer, agreed. 

BY JEREMY BUDD
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Administrators will place 
a greater emphasis on aca-
demic integrity next fall, re-
quiring first-year students to 
take a workshop that will lay 
out plagiarism guidelines and 
offer advice to succeeding 
academically. 

Groups of about 30 students 
will meet with Hazel May, as-
sociate dean of academic af-
fairs, and Jeri Henry, senior as-
sistant dean of judicial affairs 
and community standards, to 
discuss academic integrity, the 
transition from high school to 
college, and the services that 
advisers and librarians are able 
to offer students.

May said that the setup of 
the Core Curriculum in part 
sparked the move to ensure 
students maintain academic in-
tegrity. With as many as 60 sec-
tions of Literature Humanities 
and Contemporary Civilization, 
many students take the same 
course yet feel that academic 
integrity policies are not com-
municated in the same way 
across sections.

Beyond questions about 
plagiarism and citation, the 
workshops will also focus on 
how college is different from 
high school, May said. “We’re 
conceiving it at this point as 
a broader workshop to enable 
students to understand the op-
portunities and responsibilities 
as a college student at large.”

She recently generated a guide 
for students about academic hon-
esty that is now available on the 
Columbia College website.

“That’s really what we want 
to be the focus—academic 

integrity,” Henry said. “It’s go-
ing to be a collaborative effort 
and we’re seeing ways that we 
can help students fill in the gaps 
and create this educational 
opportunity.”

The administrators said the 
creation of the workshops was 
not in response to any particu-
lar incident, but part of a lon-
ger-term effort by the Office of 
Academic Affairs to help stu-
dents produce their best work.

“That’s been a constant 
thread for us,” she said. “We 
want to set up our students for 
success.”

Six Columbia College 
Student Council members, led 
by Vice President for Policy 
Ryan Cho, CC ’13, and Academic 
Affairs Representative Bruno 
Mendes, CC ’14 and a Spectator 
finance deputy, are studying 
academic integrity policies 
at peer schools to determine 
how to mitigate cheating at 
Columbia. They are working 
independent of the Office of 
Academic Affairs.

Columbia College does not 
release the number of report-
ed incidents of academic dis-
honesty, though in March 2011 
Literature Humanities Chair 
Christia Mercer emailed first-
years that several students had 
been caught cheating on a Lit 
Hum midterm. At the time, 
Mercer said she was working 
with then-Columbia College 
Dean Michele Moody-Adams to 
formulate a clearer policy for 
defining academic dishonesty 
to students.

Kathryn Yatrakis, dean of 
academic affairs, said that it 
is possible for students to be 

Students oppose 
B’way Room changes
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EVALUATING EVALUATIONS  |  Senators Alex Frouman, CC ’12, Sara Snedeker, BC ’12, and Ryan Turner, a graduate SEAS student, 
spoke in favor of a senate proposal that would make public student course evaluations at a town hall on Wednesday.

SEE SPACE, page 3SEE SENATE, page 3

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Upper West Side is 
sharply divided over a rezoning 
proposal designed to protect 
small businesses’ storefronts 
as the debate advances through 
the city bureaucracy, reaching a 
public city planning hearing on 
Wednesday.

At a four-hour hearing of 
the New York City Planning 
Commission, locals weighed 
in on the proposal, which was 
passed nearly unanimously last 
month by Community Board 7.

If passed, the rezoning will 
limit storefronts along sections 
of Columbus and Amsterdam 
avenues to 40 feet and bank 
storefronts along Columbus, 
Amsterdam, and Broadway to 
25 feet in order to preserve the 
small-business feel that has 
historically characterized the 
Upper West Side.

The proposal has garnered 
the support of a half-dozen lo-
cal politicians, but many land-
lords and real estate agents 
took issue with what they 
have characterized as unnec-
essary and potentially harmful 
regulation.

“This proposed zoning is 
both simple and flexible,” City 
Council member Gale Brewer, 
who, as the Upper West Side 
representative, has been a lead-
ing proponent of the proposal, 
said at the hearing, held before 
city planning votes in June. 

SEE REZONING, page 3

The Bacchanal committee and 
faculty organizers explain the 
process that goes into making April 
14 a day to look ‘bach’ on.

Countdown to 
Bacchanal

The kickoff event of Columbia 
College Days will reflect on the 
school’s history and include a free 
dinner and student presentations.

Faculty Room, Low Library, 7 p.m.

The men’s club lacrosse team had to 
start from the ground up in 2005, and 
now stands as one of the top teams in 
its conference.

Club lacrosse rebuilds, 
finds success
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First-years to take required 
academic honesty workshop

Students, faculty clash on open course evaluations

City hears 
opinions on 
storefront 
rezoning

Activism in Columbia 
College

130 sign petition against plan to 
turn Lerner space into lounge

Leo Schwartz encourages us to 
channel our egos. 

Ego sum

Andrew Godinich argues that 
Columbia’s pursuit of diversity is 
flawed. 

Race and income

Vargas talks immigration, border control
BY ALESSANDRA 

POBLADOR
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Urging his audience to re-
think what defines the mod-
ern American, Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist Jose Antonio 
Vargas discussed solutions to 
immigration problems at the 
Columbia Law School Tuesday.

Vargas was at the height of his 
career last June when he wrote 
in an essay in the New York 
Times Magazine announcing 
that he was an undocumented 
immigrant.

The “21st-century under-
ground railroad” of supporters 
for today’s undocumented im-
migrants brings the issue of im-
migration closer to home than 
many realize, he said.

“When you think and talk 
about illegal immigration, you 
only think about people like me,” 
Vargas, a Filipino, said. “But if 
every undocumented person in 
this country has about four or 
five people supporting them, 
you’re now talking about 66, 67 
million people.”

He is also the founder of 
Define American, an organi-
zation that aims to “bring new 
voices into the immigration 
conversation,” according to its 
website.

In his talk, hosted by 
Barnard’s Forum on Migration 
and Columbia’s Center for the 
Study of Ethnicity and Race, 
Vargas showed a video from 
the organization, which told 
the story of Julia Dupperrault, 
a student from Pitzer College. 
“When I found out that my best 
friend was an undocumented 
immigrant, I realized that this 
was an issue that affects people 
in all of our lives,” Dupperault 
said in the video.

“If you’re under the age of 30, 

you know somebody who’s un-
documented,” Vargas said. “This 
generation is going to help solve 
this problem because they’ve 
lived with it, they know it. It’s 
the people in their dorm rooms, 
in their schools.”

Yajaira Saavedra, a visiting 
student from CUNY and an un-
documented immigrant herself, 
appreciated Vargas for bringing 
issues that illegal immigrants 
face to light.

“Jose Vargas is an example of 
what the undocumented popu-
lation brings to this nation,” 
Saavedra said. “We are educated; 
we are successful. The only dif-
ference between us and citizens 
is a slip of paper.”

Vargas emphasized the need 
to change the way Americans 
think about immigration, call-
ing for a reassessment of who 
the “modern American” is.

“In America, diversity is  

destiny. The country is only go-
ing to get gayer, blacker, brown-
er and more Asian,” Vargas said. 
“Conservative Americans who 
ask this question of ‘What has 
happened to my country?’ need 
to step back and look at the real-
ity that we’re dealing with.”

Students said they felt Vargas’ 
talk should serve as a wake-up call.

“People on this campus need 
to start talking about undocu-
mented students at this univer-
sity,” Aracelis Lucero, SIPA ’12, 
said. “How are we supporting 
our students?”

Chiara Rivera, CC ’14, said, 
“You never know who’s in this 
situation. Your roommate, your 
best friend could be this and nev-
er have talked about it. Instead of 
seeing them as undocumented 
aliens, you have to see them as 
the student sitting next to you.”

SEE VARGAS, page 2

ANA BAUTISTA FOR SPECTATOR

I HAVE A DREAM ACT  |  Writer Jose Antonio Vargas discussed 
illegal immigration at the Columbia Law School on Tuesday night.SEE HONESTY, page 2
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confused about policies that 
may differ between professors, 
citing the possibility of collab-
oration between students as a 
nebulous example.

“I think it helps both on 
the student and faculty side 
so we’re all on the same page,” 
Henry said. “We can initiate 
those conversations across the 
board.”

High school  senior 
Courtland Thomas, who was 
accepted to Columbia College 
in March, said that, while he 
was hesitant about making 
the workshops mandatory, he 
thought they were an excel-
lent idea.

Because different teachers’ 
academic policies vary, he said, 
“I try to stay strictly with the 
teacher because I want to know 
what they expect.”

While the workshops will 
be offered to only Columbia 
College students in the fall, 
Yatrakis said she hopes to see 
similar seminars in the Schools 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science and General Studies.

“There will be close collab-
oration with other colleagues, 
especially within the Center 
for Student Advising,” Yatrakis 
said. “It would be wonderful if 
we could arm our advisers with 
the information that we will be 
giving students.”

“If the ultimate goal is to 
equip our students with the 
resources and understanding 
of how to find resources to do 
their best work, then we want 
to be sure that this is our best 
work,” May said. “It is absolute-
ly crucial that this is our best 
work.”

jeremy.budd
@columbiaspectator.com

BY LILLIAN CHEN
Spectator Staff Writer

The Activities Board at 
Columbia elected representa-
tives for next year’s board and 
recognized seven student groups 
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

ABC approved two student 
publications—the fashion mag-
azine Hoot and the sex maga-
zine The Morningside After—as 
funded groups. It also recognized 
Columbia New Poetry, the 
InterPublications Alliance, 
Korean pop dance group CU 
Generation, Columbia University 
Financial Engineering, and 
Global China Connection as un-
funded groups.

The activities board—which 
oversees cultural, performance, 
and special-interest groups and 
publications—received nearly 
three times the usual number 
of applications for group rec-
ognition this semester. Of the 
14 groups that applied, ABC 
voted against recognizing 
five and is still reviewing two 
applications.

“We received a record num-
ber of applications,” Ben Xue, 
CC ’14 and current chair of the 
new group recognition commit-
tee, said. “It really floored us … 
almost every application was re-
ceived in the last four hours of 
the deadline.”

Xue said that when groups 
gain recognition, funding is not 
usually a major issue, thanks to 
several other funding avenues, 
including the Arts Initiative’s 
Gatsby Fund and Columbia 
College Student Council joint 
co-sponsorships.

ABC’s New Group 
Recognition board chose not to 
recognize several groups that 
were still quite new, he said at 
the town hall.

“The NGR board felt that they 
could benefit from another se-
mester, especially because a lot 
of them hatched the idea in the 
beginning of the year,” Xue said.

Groups that have been ap-
proved by ABC also need to be 
approved by the Office of Student 
Development and Activities be-
fore they can start programming. 
ABC has worked this semester 

to simplify that additional pro-
cess, which has taken up to three 
months in the past.

“SDA is now initiating their 
process earlier,” outgoing presi-
dent Daniel Brown, CC ’12, said 
after the town hall. “As groups 
are approved, they are imme-
diately sent over to SDA so that 
hopefully their process will 
move faster and they can start 
programming.”

Voting also took place at the 
town hall for next year’s ABC 
representatives. Fifteen students 
ran for 13 positions.

Current representatives 
Elizabeth Angeles, CC ’13, 
Ryan Cho, CC ’13, Nikhil 
Krishnan, CC ’14, Tony Lee, 
CC ’15, ChiChi Udochi, CC 
’13, Justin Yang, CC ’13, and 
Xue were re-elected for next 
year. The board’s current sec-
retary, Christine Byun, CC 

’14, will return next year as a 
representative.

They will be joined by Nikita 
Bhasin, CC ’15, Hamza Khan, CC 
’14, Andrew Ren, CC ’15, Mirabel 
Rouze, CC ’14, and Jason Tejada, 
CC ’13.

At last week’s board meet-
ing, Saketh Kalathur, CC ’13, and 
Julian Richardson, CC ’14, were 
elected ABC president and vice 
president, respectively.

On Tuesday, Richardson, 
the current representative for 
dance groups, discussed a peti-
tion that ABC has been work-
ing on against changes being 
pushed for by the Student Space 
Initiative. Those changes would 
involve the conversion of Lerner 
Hall’s Broadway Room, where 
many dance groups practice, into 
more of a student lounge area. 
[See story, page 1.]

“I’ve gotten a lot of feedback 

from groups and we’ve found 
that many of them don’t want 
the change to happen,” he said. 

As of Wednesday night, the 
petition had about 130 signa-
tures from student leaders, rep-
resenting more than 60 ABC, 
Student Governing Board, and 
Greek life groups.

Kalathur said that the peti-
tion is a good example of “how 
we can all come together and get 
things done at this school using 
our collective ability.”

Many representatives 
stressed the importance 
of communication in their 
speeches at the town hall. 
Khan said he want to digitize 
clubs’ financial records, and 
Yang said he wants to utilize 
ABC’s Facebook page more 
effectively.

lillian.chen
@columbiaspectator.com
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IN THE CLUB  |  Saketh Kalathur, CC ’13 and president-elect of the Activities Board at Columbia, 
announcedthe recognition of seven new clubs under the governing board at its meeting on Tuesday.

Vargas said that the influence 
of “Dreamers”—proponents of 
the 2011 DREAM Act, which 
would grant permanent resi-
dency to some illegal immigrants 
who arrived in the United States 
as minors—has been helped by 
the power of new technologies.

“The narratives we told each 
other in America have long 
been narratives into which not 
everyone could fit in,” he said. 
“But now, thanks to these tools, 
we are hearing stories that were 
never heard before.”

Vargas said that these de-
velopments have helped reflect 
the changing demography of 
America today.

He spoke with particular dis-
appointment about President 
Obama’s deportation of 3 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
as “a mark that he’s not going to 

be able to explain and justify.”
“It’s not just about politics, 

it’s about the lives of people,” 
he said.

Migration will be one of the 
key issues of the globalized 
world in the 21st century, Vargas 
said, and the conversations must 
evolve.

“If we can’t talk about immi-
gration without saying ‘cross-
ing the border,’ we are barely 
scratching the surface,” he said. 
“When they say I crossed the 
border, well, my border was the 
Pacific Ocean.”

Immigration will never be 
shut out by tougher border re-
strictions, Vargas said.

“Have human beings ever 
built a border that could beat 
and defeat human will?” he 
asked. “The big question that the 
Western world needs to ask is, 
why are people moving?”

news@columbiaspectator.com

ABC elects representatives, recognizes 7 new groups Vargas: ‘You know 
somebody undocumented’

VARGAS from front page

Academic advice workshop 
to be required of first-years
HONESTY from front page
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course evaluations really goes a 
long way towards helping stu-
dents pick the right classes and 
making the most of their very 
precious and limited time here 
at Columbia. It’s not an issue of 
students versus faculty.”

Despite this mentality, faculty 
members who voiced opinions 
during the discussion were near-
ly unanimous in opposition to 
the policy as it currently stands.

Anthropology professor 
Rosalind Morris claimed that 
unintentional gender and ra-
cial bias have been scientifically 
proven to affect personal evalu-
ations and would unfairly influ-
ence the reviews of female and 
minority faculty members.

Morris also said that it is 
unfair to protect the anonym-
ity of the student responders, 
while holding faculty members 
accountable for their perfor-
mance. “If you want to partici-
pate in this world as adults … 
you must be willing to stand by 
what you say. There really is not 

transparency without account-
ability,” she said.

Jacob Andreas, SEAS ’12, 
called the discussion of attach-
ing a student’s name to their re-
view “dangerous.”

“This suggestion … presup-
poses a symmetry between the 
situation that the faculty mem-
ber is in and the situation that the 
student is in—and that is just not 
the case,” he said. “The conse-
quences of identifying a student 
are much, much more serious.” 

If names were attached to the 
reviews, he said, students would 
not contribute because the re-
views could “poison” their ex-
periences at Columbia.

Opponents also pointed to 
confusion around removing 
an evaluation. According to 
Gordon, the current descrip-
tion does not grant the faculty 
member in question enough au-
tonomy in the removal of a spe-
cific comment.

In addition, allowing graduate 
student instructors to opt in to 
the open feedback system could 
stigmatize those who choose not 

to participate, Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences Dean Carlos 
Alonso said.

According to Sara Snedeker, 
BC ’12 and co-chair of the 
Student Affairs Committee 
subcommittee on course evalu-
ations, those who attended the 
town hall were not necessarily 
representative of the entire stu-
dent and faculty bodies. She said 
that she and other student sena-
tors have reached out to many 
senators, including members of 
the Faculty Affairs Committee, 
the Education Committee, the 
Libraries Committee, and the 
Executive Committee, and have 
received at least some support 
from all of them.

An edited proposal will be 
reintroduced at the last plena-
ry of the year on April 27, and 
Snedeker hopes it will be voted 
on then. “There have been lots 
of opportunities to discuss this,” 
she said. “It’s time for a vote.”

Yasmin Gagne contributed 
reporting.

margaret.mattes
@columbiaspectator.com

“This proposal will ensure the 
look and feel of the Upper West 
Side for the future.”

Brewer presented the com-
missioners with a letter of tes-
timony signed by 76 small busi-
nesses, emphasizing that the 
proposed zoning would sup-
port a balance between large 
and small businesses, not rid the 
neighborhood of the larger retail 
stores all together.

When one of the commission-
ers pointed out that 93 percent 
of the storefronts are already in 
accordance with the proposed 
rezoning, Brewer responded 
that the rezoning would prevent 
that percentage from dropping 
in the future, which could put 
the Upper West Side small busi-
ness culture at risk.

“We’re not asking anyone to 
move, all we’re saying is we need 
some balance,” Brewer said.

Opponents of the proposal 
said that the economy dictates 
the types of businesses in de-
mand and that the rezoning 
would add an extra layer of un-
wanted bureaucracy.

“There’s really no need for 
this proposal,” Michael Slattery, 
senior vice president of the Real 
Estate Board of New York, said, 
adding that the streetscapes 
“transform in response to the 
market.”

Representatives from the 
Columbus Avenue Business 
Improvement District, which 
covers the stretch of Columbus 

from 67th to 82nd streets, also 
submitted a letter of testimo-
ny against the rezoning to the 
commissioners.

“Quite simply, these new re-
strictions will harm our busi-
nesses because they will seri-
ously impair our abilities to 
negotiate with our landlords 
and inhibit our attempts to ex-
pand and grow,” the letter stat-
ed. “By putting this rezoning in 
place, you will hurt the small 
businesses that this regulation 
is intended to protect, and in 
the case of Columbus Avenue, 
it is already protected by the 
fact that it is entirely within the 
Historic District and subject to 
those rules.”

Council member Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, whose district 
includes Manhattan Valley, said 
she recognized the concerns but 
did not see “any real standing 
in them.”

“This, I believe, is a forward-
looking restriction that ensures 
that we have that vibrancy of 
streetscape,” Mark Diller, chair 
of CB7, which represents the 
Upper West Side, said. “People 
will want to walk down our 
blocks.”

Representatives for Helen 
Rosenthal, a former CB7 chair 
running for Brewer’s City 
Council seat; Council mem-
ber Inez Dickens; Manhattan 
Borough president Scott 
Stringer; and Assembly member 
Danny O’Donnell all testified in 
favor of the proposal on behalf 
of the officials.

Mel Wymore, a former 
chair of CB7 and another can-
didate for Brewer’s seat, called 
the large retail stores an “inva-
sive species” that has the dis-
rupted the balance of large and 
small businesses on the Upper 
West Side.

“We’re right at the point 
where the pendulum has swung 
a little bit too far,” Wymore said. 
“We’ve become victims of our 
own success.”

One Upper West Side resi-
dent, Alexander Medwedew, 
who said he is “not paid by 
anybody,” independently or-
ganized a petition that gained 
300 signatures from other lo-
cals. He said that the balance 
has been self-maintained in the 
neighborhood.

“We don’t need the zoning,” 
he said. “A lot of people like the 
big businesses.” 

While he respected that the 
proposal’s proponents have 
been “well-organized” and have 
received support from elected 
officials, he said he believed 
most of the public does not 
recognize storefront zoning as 
an issue.

“Many don’t care. There’s no 
reason to hate them [big busi-
nesses]. They’re just businesses,” 
Medwedew said. “Small busi-
nesses have problems, and this 
doesn’t help them.” 

If passed by the Commission 
by June 5, the proposal will go 
through to the City Council, who 
will then make the final vote.
gina.lee@columbiaspectator.com

“Nothing will be done in the 
Broadway Room until addition-
al or greater space is opened up 
to the satisfaction of the users 
of the Broadway Room.”

Donnelly said that he would 
want to set up a trial run of new 
spaces to ensure that they were 
adequate substitutes for the 
Broadway Room.

“It’s the same issue with 
the Black Box—yes, another 
one opened up, but they’re still 
backed up,” he said, referring to 
the fact that despite the open-
ing of a black box in the Diana 
Center, most groups still try to 
book the one in Lerner.

Pollack said that some musi-
cal groups under CUPAL have 
thousands of dollars of equip-
ment that cannot leave Lerner. 
Thus, this new space that 
would functionally replace the 
Broadway Room would need to 
be located in Lerner or draw 
groups that don’t need to be 
in Lerner away from booking 
space there.

“Every year, there are 
about 400 reservations of the 

Broadway Room. A vast ma-
jority of them are not by per-
formance groups,” Saketh 
Kalathur, CC ’13 and president-
elect of ABC, said. “We want to 
make sure nothing is finalized 
until a solid, definite plan for 
that is presented.”

At ABC’s board meeting 
Wednesday night, Kalathur and 
current ABC president Daniel 
Brown, CC ’12, expressed con-
cerns that a suitable replacement 
space would be hard to find.

“Giving up space is giving 
up space. The only way they 
could be truly equitable is if 
they open up an entirely new 
space,” Brown said. He added 
that “space in Lerner is inher-
ently more valuable than any 
other space because anyone 
can go there,” while Barnard 
and General Studies students 
cannot swipe into residence 
halls.

Few attendees objected to 
the Piano Lounge renovation, 
and Donovan said that it could 
be possible to do construction 
in two phases, beginning with 
the Piano Lounge, while dis-
cussions over the Broadway 

Room continued.
Yanyi Luo, CC ’13, vice pres-

ident-elect for student life for 
Columbia College Student 
Council and an organizer of the 
initiative, stressed that the cre-
ation of more student lounge 
space on campus would bring 
students closer together.

“I don’t feel like we have a 
place like the steps in the win-
ter time,” she said. “That’s kind 
of the reason why creating the 
student space would be good 
for the community.” 

Weinberg said that the 
idea behind the initiative was 
broad, and that student space 
in Lerner was just a starting 
point.

“There’s almost no insti-
tutionalized way for student 
feedback on space to reach ad-
ministrators who control space. 
It sort of drives home the fact 
that there needs to be a more 
comprehensive look at space at 
Columbia,” he said. “Students 
should have more control over 
the space they interact with on 
a day-to-day basis.”

lillian.chen 
@columbiaspectator.com

West Side split over storefront proposal

Senate takes input on open evaluations

Student lounge change meets opposition
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SPACE WARS   |  Logan Donovan, SEAS ’13, writes down ideas about renovating space in Lerner.
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GETTING FEEDBACK  |  Anthropology professor Marilyn Ivy (top) spoke against a senate proposal 
publicizing course evaluations, whereas student senators (below) are for it.

REZONING from front page

SPACE from front page

SENATE from front page



BY GAVIN MCGOWN 

I got my start in gender-identity activism when someone 
asked me if I wanted to help her scout around Columbia 
and Barnard for bathrooms. “Excuse me?” I nearly asked. I 
learned that she and some other friends were trying to map 
all the restrooms on campus, looking in particular for gen-
der-neutral facilities, elusive as they are. My confusion faded 
into concern when I learned that Lerner, Butler, and Hamil-
ton—the trifecta of Columbia buildings where, as a first-year, 
I practically lived—all lacked even a single gender-neutral 
restroom, despite multiple floors, labyrinthine structures, 
and supposedly competent architects. And then my concern 
became personal: If I wore a dress and heels to class one 
day, what would I do? Using a men’s or women’s restroom—
which would be less of a risk? Neither seemed safe.

So we mapped. We mapped for students, faculty, and 
staff. We mapped for ourselves and anyone else who needs 
to use a gender-neutral restroom on a regular basis. We 
mapped the campus, nearly in its entirety. Our efforts are 
now publicly accessible. 

Some might applaud us for the effort but object to our use 
of it, thinking that there are surely fancier and more interest-
ing ways to spend our time and your student life fees than 
focusing on basic bodily functions. A quick mental jaunt in 
someone else’s stilettos might help. Trans* people (the star is 
a fill-in-the-blank) in New York and around the country rou-
tinely face harassment, threats, and demands to produce IDs 
in order to prove that they “really” are the gender that they 
present—just for using a restroom.  The Sylvia Rivera Law 
Project, a community organization providing legal services 
to low-income trans* and queer people of color, reports that 
trans* people can suffer a host of medical conditions, includ-
ing cystitis, bladder and kidney infections, and kidney stones, 
in addition to the stress, anxiety, and emotional harm from 
the harassment, actual or potential, associated with what 
should be such a simple and stress-free act. 

We shouldn’t think that Columbia is immune to this kind 
of behavior and the problems associated with it. The fact that 
buildings built as recently as Lerner, the Diana Center, and 
the Northwest Corner Building have not one gender-neutral 
restroom among them shows both the pervasiveness of the 
assumption that all people at Columbia will be comfortable 
with using a sex-segregated facility—and blatant ignorance 
of the concerns of students who aren’t.

The public release of the map coincided with the end of 
Women’s History Month at Columbia, which brings me to my 
second point. Several efforts, most recently in Maryland, to 
enshrine trans* rights in law have stumbled across one and 
the same obstacle: conservative groups like Focus on the 
Family have attacked these bills for insufficiently protecting 
the safety of women by allowing “men” to use women’s re-
strooms. Never mind that this argument brutally erases the 
identity of trans* people and particularly transsexual wom-
en—the argument is based on a concern for women’s safety 
in the very facilities that are the site of so many violations of 
safety for trans* people, including trans* women. As femi-
nists, as gender-identity activists, and—hopefully—as both, 
the extent to which groups like Focus on the Family can drive 
a wedge between two historically marginalized communities 
by emphasizing the safety of one at the expense of the safety 
of another should startle us. 

As we reflect on varieties of feminism and the movements 
associated with it, we should also take the time to notice 
where those movements can become more inclusive and ally 
themselves with other movements of similar concerns. A 
restrictive and normative feminism will define the category 
and concerns of women so as to exclude trans* people from 
consideration within it. An inclusive feminism, by contrast, 
will celebrate the safety of trans* people as intimately con-
nected with the safety of women. Within a Columbia context, 
the Gender-Neutral Restroom map should be seen as a step 
forward for all people, women and trans* persons included, 
whose safety has ever been threatened in what should be a 
private and personal space.

The author is a Columbia College junior majoring in classics 
an d philosophy, and is the co-chair of GendeRevolution.

ILANA SCHULDER

Cartography lessons

Ego is a powerful force. Ego is what 
drives us, what fuels us, and what 

motivates us. Ego is what assures us that 
we are special enough to apply for an 
absurdly competitive fellowship, to sub-
mit a piece of writing or artwork for an 
oversaturated competition, or to run for 
a leadership position against dozens of 
equally qualified candidates. We are liv-
ing in an increasingly competitive world 
in which opportunities are growing 
increasingly scarce. To achieve anything 
these days, we have to work harder, face 
more rejection, and have more deter-
mination than ever before. Having the confidence to face 
near-impossible odds can be the difference in fighting for 
our future, and sometimes we need external motivation to 
find that confidence.

“If you ask me, the first thing to change is the endless 
declaration of just how special we are,” wrote columnist 
and former editor in chief Samuel E. Roth (“Incoming and 
outgoing,” April 4). At what point does positive reinforce-
ment overly inflate our egos, creating arrogance, self-impor-
tance, and a lack of concern for others? I would argue it’s 
when positive reinforcement happens in the wrong context. 
When we are given constant encouragement and assur-
ance of our limitless potential but at the same time force-fed 
someone else’s idea of success, our culture becomes toxic.

To go on only the briefest of Marxist rants, alienation 
is one of the most debilitating forces in society. When 
we do not have control over our actions or the character 
of our actions, we lose determination of our lives. At the 
very core, we lose the freedom to reach our own means 
of self-realization. We came to Columbia as idealists, still 
viewing the University with complete awe, and confident 
of our own limitless potential. We are then fed through the 
Columbia culture meat grinder—we are taught to not pur-
sue goals close to our hearts, but goals close to our wallets 
and close to power. We are ingrained with pragmatism. 
We fight for internships that do not interest us but serve as 
stepping stones for careers that interest us even less, and 
we take classes for the credit and for the grades and not 
for the knowledge. We allow ourselves to be programmed 
with artificial parameters of success, a telos that solely 
equates to making unnecessary amounts of money.

I may be coming off as a naive idealist, but to some 
degree I believe in our limitless potential. We will not 
all become Nobel Prize-winning scientists, world lead-
ers, and universally renowned artists and writers, but the 

point is that our goals don’t have to be so grandiose. Our 
sole goal, as cliché as it may be, should be to achieve hap-
piness in whatever capacity brings us closer to each of 
our personal, individual ideas of self-realization. I don’t 
necessarily mean going to live in a Buddhist monastery for 
10 years (although if that floats your boat, all the power to 
you), but I mean making more decisions based on personal 
fulfillment rather than on what looks good on a résumé. I 
completely agree that sometimes we need to make conces-
sions and sometimes we need to sacrifice our idealism for 
reality, but that doesn’t always need to come at the price 
of an internship at Goldman Sachs (although again, if you 
really love finance and not just the idea of making money, 
then I am certainly behind you). I see my friends and col-
leagues endlessly stress and compete for internships and 
positions that they think they have to have and not ones 
they actually want to have. I am guilty of doing the same. 
If we retain just a sliver of idealism and individualism, we 
can reach our own personal potential.

I disagree with Sam that our culture goes toxic when our 
egos are overinflated. It goes toxic when our egos are mis-
directed. Our egos turn into monsters used to pursue ends 
that we don’t actually want to pursue, and we grow stressed, 
depressed, misguided, and unsure. We slowly corrode at 
board positions that we hate, countless hours spent study-
ing subjects we are not passionate about, and the pursuit of 
post-college lives that we know won’t be entirely fulfilling. 
We grow arrogant and self-absorbed to suppress our inse-
curities and uncertainties. We become alienated.

When we use our undeniable exceptionalism to set the 
determinism of our own lives rather than to rely on the 
path set by others, we will become happier, better people. 
Still, as blogger Sam Klug wrote in a recent Spectrum post 
(“The limit does exist,” April 8), “the world is not shaped 
to our every whim and will.” We live not in our own real-
ity, but in the reality set for us. That does not mean we 
have to completely settle for others’ ideals of success. 
We will undoubtedly face crushing disappointment and 
missed opportunities. That does not mean we have to face 
each of them with self-doubt and pessimism. When we are 
told we are special, we are not necessarily filled with false 
positivity, but instead with motivation and confidence. 
The next step is to take our exceptionality with humility, 
to treat others with respect, and to never sacrifice our own 
ideals. When we use our (healthy) egos to escape our own 
alienation, we will come that much closer to reconnecting 
with, as Sam puts it, our essential humanity.

Leo Schwartz is a Columbia College sophomore majoring 
in political science and Latin American studies. He sits on 
Spectator’s editorial board. Rationalizing the Irrational 

runs alternate Thursdays.

Rational-
izing the 
Irrational

LEO 
SCHWARTZ

PAGE 4 EDITORIAL & OPINION APRIL 12, 2012

“Diversity” must be the buzzword 
of the month. Some recent 

examples: A case pending before the 
Supreme Court on affirmative action, an 
announcement of new a faculty hiring 
initiative, and Spec op-eds galore (cue 
meta-moment of self-awareness). If I 
had a shot for every time I heard the 
words “burden,” “privilege,” “accumula-
tion of advantages” tossed around this 
week, I’d have a great drinking game. 
Nothing gets people riled up (or gener-
ates site traffic) like a good old-fash-
ioned online comment war on affirmative action.

Don’t get me wrong: I think diversity is a fantastic 
thing, and something that Columbia should foster. But 
is the diversity that we are promoting “true” diversity? 
We have expanded undergraduate minority representa-
tion to a level that would be shocking 30 years ago. We 
represent one of the most diverse colleges in the United 
States. However, the socioeconomic diversity of Columbia 
did not increase accordingly—in fact, the number of 
Columbians who belong to the highest levels of American 
wage-earners has increased even more dramatically.  

Diversity, particularly in college admissions, has be-
come a proxy for “race” narrowly defined: black, Asian, 
Hispanic, white. Race is a necessary but not all-encom-
passing component of diversity. As the average net worth 
of the families of admitted students has skyrocketed over 
the years, can we really claim to be creating true diver-
sity? If our goal is to create an environment marked by 
varied backgrounds and experiences, then concentrat-
ing Columbia degrees in the hands of the most well-off 
seems like a poor way of achieving this goal. It’s difficult 
to believe that the almost 50 percent of Columbians who 
don’t qualify for financial aid can truly claim to be repre-
sentative of a “cross-section” of the American experience. 
Is the experience of the elite really so different across 
racial lines? If diversity is truly valued, a greater emphasis 
should be placed on true differences of experience, reach-
ing out further to students of more modest means.

It is wrong to believe that by simply mirroring national 
racial statistics, diversity can be achieved. As long as the 
student body continues to be overwhelmingly represented 
by such a narrow slice of the American population, cam-
pus diversity will remain skin-deep. The racial diver-
sity that we have achieved—and continue to pursue—is 

a limited substitute for the more democratic vision that 
could be achieved by encouraging socioeconomic diver-
sity, a term whose meaning transcends color and race. 
However, they are by no means unrelated.

Compounding the problem is an admissions system 
that celebrates the “holistic student.” On the surface, this 
sounds fantastic. More “interesting” students, students 
who have qualities and experiences beyond the classroom, 
are understandably more desirable to colleges. Instead of 
encouraging diversity, however, this system has institu-
tionalized the built-in advantages of wealthy students. 
Students of “means” can (and attend schools that can) 
afford to purchase “experiences,” paying their way to be-
coming more interesting people. The college application 
about “the time I worked 30 hours a week at Wendy’s” 
doesn’t have quite the same ring as “the time I discovered 
poverty in Uganda on vacay and made a documentary film 
about it.” This inherently discriminatory practice serves 
to stymie campus diversity. Students who cannot afford 
these “enriching” experiences are unable to get in, and 
the diversity of their perspectives never make it past the 
admissions committee.

It is a fool’s errand to pretend that Columbia is any-
thing other than a place of privilege. Top students pay top 
dollar to attend a top school. But by admitting a class that 
is 13 percent black (the same proportion as the general 
population), are we solving a problem? Or simply mask-
ing the fact that Columbia is increasingly the exclusive 
domain of the wealthy?

I can recall a 16-year-old me struggling to explain the 
Common Application to a high school counselor who 
couldn’t have found New York on a map. For us, the Ivy 
League was a far-off place filled with Vanderbilts and 
private planes. I was lucky—I had teachers who were able 
to give me the support I needed to navigate a needlessly 
confusing and infinitely terrifying application process. 
But for many of my fellow students at my minority, low-
earning high school, the college process would never be 
demystified. This is partly a function of a poorly performing 
bureaucracy at a poorly performing school. But I wonder 
why Columbia and other elite colleges couldn’t be both-
ered to recruit at schools like mine, where students of color, 
particularly poorer students of color, are concentrated. It is 
the next evolution of thinking about diversity—beyond the 
“racial rainbow,” to a legitimate variety of perspectives.

Andrew Godinich is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
sociology and Portuguese studies. He is the Latin America 

and Caribbean affairs correspondent for the Columbia 
Political Review. Too Be Frank runs alternate Thursdays.

Skin-deep diversity 
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Frank

ANDREW 
GODINICH

To the Editor: 
I recently read Sravan Bhamidipati’s letter to the editor 

(April 3) concerning the use of the term “feminist.” He de-
fended a reluctance to define or apply “feminist” as a label.  I 
find it rather distressing that such a term is up for debate. A 
cursory glance at a dictionary reveals a quite satisfactory defi-
nition of feminism: “The advocacy of women’s rights on the 
grounds of political, social, and economic equality to men,” a 
definition which is almost verbatim repeated across a variety 
of sources. Why then would Sravan imply that such a defini-
tion is “futile”?  This one-line definition seems to instantly 
inform Sravan’s hypothetical “uninformed man” precisely 
what feminism means.  “Feminism” doesn’t have competing 
definitions like “liberal,” nor is it fuzzily-defined like “stupid-
ity.” On linguistic characteristics alone, there seems to be no 
reason to be reluctant to use the term “feminist.”

Sravan compares the term “feminist” to “leftist,” pointing 
out how “leftist” is ambiguous and fuzzy.  A more apt compari-
son would be to the term “socialist,” in how the stigmatization 
of words can force the muddling of language. The only reason 
one would be shy of confirming or denying a well-defined la-
bel is if there were some stigma attached to it (barring some 
objection to the principle of labels themselves). Sravan sug-
gests the use of the term “general equality” in place of “femi-
nism,” but if a perfectly clear term like “feminism” can be 
deemed unfit for use due to political forces, what makes us 
think that whatever term is adopted to replace it (e.g. “general 
equality”) will not undergo the same transformation? Why 
should anyone abandon a term that has worked well for over 
one hundred years and step on the euphemism treadmill? 

I find it disturbing that politically motivated characteriza-
tions of what feminism consists of are in competition with the 
definition of feminism.  I hope that anyone who is reluctant 
to use the term “feminist” as it is defined realizes that such a 
sentiment is not neutral, but is in fact the manifestation of a 
political force. If you want to abandon the term “feminist,” first 
admit that it’s because you’re conceding to a stigmatization, 
not because the term is inherently difficult to use.

Jeremy Salwen, CC ’14 
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.
UNWANTED CLOTHES PICK-UP

Door-to-door pick-up of you unwanted 
/gently used clothes and small items. 
Prompt, reliable, inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

EGG DONOR NEEDED
We are a loving, professionsal couple 
(MD, JD—Ivy League grads) seeking 
a special woman to help us build our 
family. If you are intelligent, attractive, 
healthy and under the age of 28, with 
a tall, lean, athletic body type, please 
contact our representative at: info@
aperfectmatch.com. Or call 1 (800) 
264-8828. $25K plus expenses.

 
WEB DESIGNER NEEDED to update/ 
beautify an existing website for a cen-
tral Harlem restaurant at an hourly 
rate. Please call John at (917) 731-
1539 or email badhorsepizza@veri-
zon.net

WANTED: COMPUTER programmer 
with skills in app design for startup 
company making medical apps. Col-
laborate with faculty member. Please 
submit resume to dcw4@columbia.
edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive 
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender 
and relational issues. Sliding scale. 
Free consultation. CIGNA accepted. 
Psychology Today. Near CU campus. 
csilver@brooklyn.cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $375K. Neil (646) 
373-5545 or (April 1-15) Frank (212) 
865-3631 x213.
BEAUTIFUL 1 BR CO-OP for sale near 
CU. Open house Sun, April 22, 1:30-
3 pm. Contact Efraim at (924) 6030 
efraimz@kwnyc.com or Shimmy (646) 
812-3545 shimmyv@kwnyc.com for 
more info. KWNYC-Brokers.

1 BR CO-OP, 90 LASALLE ST
Beautiful and spacious apt with bal-
cony and partial river view. Located in 
Morningside Gardens. Large windows, 
6 closets, hardwood floors. 24-hr se-
curity, gym. Four blocks north of CU. 
$369K. Pics avail on NY Times web-
site, WEB ID#NS120304333. Hillary 
(917) 439-6781.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY OLIVIA LU
Spectator Staff Writer

Many Columbia seniors will be able to relate to 
the problem described in the first novel by Brooklyn 
author Leigh Stein, who will be holding a reading 
next week in Butler Library.

“The Fallback Plan” delves into the classic post-
graduation nightmare. Esther Kohler moves back 
home to the Chicago suburbs after graduating from 
Northwestern to indulge in a freewheeling lifestyle 
that entails relaxing on the couch and rereading chil-
dren’s books with no long-term plans at her parents’ 
behest. Struggling with depression, Esther considers 
her role as a slacker a welcome alternative to “suffer-
ing the rancid fate of a nomadic couchsurfer.”

As a directionless character who never fails to 
confront the daily hijinks and unpleasant truths of 
her babysitting job with a snarky wit, Esther has 
struck a chord in many readers. “I think a lot of 
people are relating to Esther because Esther is in 
this kind of limbo between her adult life and her 
childhood,” Stein said in an interview. Inspired by 
the melancholy afflicting many jobless recent col-
lege graduates, “The Fallback Plan” is in part Stein’s 
reassuring response. 

“I think a lot of people work really hard and 
they’re really ambitious and go to good schools and 
get good grades and then when they finish, there’s 
this kind of lethargy and unhappiness that you can’t 
find work right away, and I think that’s totally nor-
mal and it shouldn’t be something that you should 
be ashamed of,” Stein said.

Beginning her writing career as a poet—amongst 
a series of other jobs such as being a New Yorker 
staffer, drama teacher, and actress—Stein considers 
the completion of “The Fallback Plan” as her induc-
tion into being a “real writer.” 

“I just wanted to write a longer work and it’s ac-
tually really enjoyable, I find, to spend so much time 
with characters that you like,” Stein said. 

Writing the book at the age of 22, the same 
age as Esther, Stein gave Esther a personal touch, 

incorporating her nostalgia for childhood free-
doms as well as her past struggle with depression. 
Drawing from her experience of the difficulty of 
expressing the pain of depression, Stein highlights 
Esther’s mental escapism. 

“Esther is having a hard time with [depression] 

and fantasizes about being disabled,” Stein said. “She 
wants people to know how bad she feels on the in-
side, but she’s unable to express that.”

Because of the broad relevance of Esther’s char-
acter, Stein insisted on preserving a diverse audience 
by avoiding any stereotypical chick-lit covers.

“Chick-lit is like this ghetto that excludes male 
readers—it’s just for women … I wanted to resist be-
ing classified so early in my career,” Stein said.

The reading and Q&A with Stein will take place 
in Butler 203 on Tuesday, April 17 at 5:30 p.m.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

BY LESLEY THULIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The lofty themes of Lit Hum were reiter-
ated in a recent lecture on honor delivered by 
distinguished scholar Anthony Kwame Appiah 
Wednesday night. 

Appiah framed the lecture with a theory of 
honor as a force that gives someone a right to 
respect. According to Appiah, one’s honor is al-
ways dependent on a social identity, and codes 
of honor determine how one should behave as 
a function of this identity.

“To be honorable is to be committed to doing 
what is worthy of respect according to the honor 
code,” Appiah said. He then developed an inter-
disciplinary discussion of honor that included 
ideas from thinkers such as Horace, Kang Yu 
Wei, and J. M. Coetzee.

As the Laurance S. Rockefeller University 
Professor of Philosophy at Princeton, addressed 
the notion of honor as a force for ethical changes 
in social practices, such as Chinese foot-binding 
and dueling in England, in “The Honor Code: 
How Moral Revolutions Happen.” The recipi-
ent of a National Humanities Medal, Appiah has 
published on race, ethics, and African intellec-
tual history. 

“I was hoping that we might have clever things 
to say about interesting subjects—not just some-
thing to say, but something to talk about,” the 
program’s organizer Gavin McGown, CC ’13, said. 

McGown proposed his idea for the event to 
the Philolexian Society—the “oldest collegiate 
literary society in America”—last spring, when 
he served as the group’s moderator. 

“When my term started as moderator I went at 
it [organizing the lecture] with gusto,” McGown 
said. “I started moving a lot of our programming 
towards more hard-core literary society and less 
absurdist debate human-chess-style stuff, which 
we also did.” 

The Office of the University Chaplain and 
the Philolexian Society hosted the lecture in the 
Held Auditorium. 

The Philolexian Society holds weekly de-
bates. Its previous resolutions have included 

“Mo’ money, mo’ problems,” “We would all be 
better off naked,” “Abortion is gay,” “Carmen 
San Diego would be a good role model for young 
girls.” The society also hosts annual events such 
as the Alfred Joyce Kilmer Bad Poetry Contest, 
Beat Night, an evening of extemporaneous po-
etry readings that culminates in a recitation of 
“Howl” on Low Steps.

“I think it’s really about making intellectual-
ism accessible,” current moderator Jason Kruta, 
CC ’12, said.

McGown agreed. “We’re not stiff-necked. We 
have been described by some of our companions 
at other universities as the merriest literary so-
ciety of all.”

But the Philolexian Society is not all farce, ac-
cording to McGown. It publishes “Surgam” (which 
translates to “I shall rise” in Latin), a “mostly se-
rious” literary magazine that features prose, po-
etry, and art by undergraduates at the University, 
three times a year. The Society also hosts collo-
quia with faculty members and several professor 
teas per semester. Past teas have featured Barnard 
First Year Class Dean Lisa Hollibaugh and James 
R. Barker Associate Professor of Contemporary 
Civilization Matthew Jones.

 “With this [Appiah’s lecture], I thought it 
would be really interesting for us to approach 
some of the issues that we argue about on 
Thursday nights from the substantive perspec-
tive,” McGown said. “So it’s kind of finding other 
ways to make richer our special brand of wit and 
merriment.” 

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Author Leigh Stein takes on the post-grad dilemma in ‘The Fallback Plan’
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TAKING A SIDE  |  A lecture with scholar Anthony Kwame Appiah was a new direction for the 
Philolexian Society, which holds weekly debates.

BY MIKE THOMAS
Columbia Daily Spectator 

It’s T-minus two days from one of the biggest 
events in the Columbia calendar. The next few days 
are sure to be hectic: Stage building commences at 2 
p.m. Thursday and is scheduled 
to be completed by 6 p.m., yet 
there remains a plethora of oth-
er tasks, from placing speakers 
to holding sound checks, to be 
taken care of before Baccha90s 
begins on Saturday, according to 
organizer Geneva Miller, CC ’13.

In terms of on-campus help, 
Bacchanal members credited 
many people with helping pull the minutiae together. 

As always, coordinating a concert of this scale is 
a team effort. Rodney Mirabal, assistant manager 
at University Events Management, explained that 
UEM reserves the space, while Public Safety en-
sures the security of the artists and attendees. At the 
same time, Columbia Facilities is in charge of “staff 
and additional furnishings that might be needed.”

By and large, the Bacchanal committee is trying 
to get back to its old operation this year. The concert 
will be held on Low Steps again, which—luckily 
for students—means that they will not have to face 
multiple gates barring the lawn or need to have their 
hand stamped to get into the concert.

“Public Safety will be on site, but the concert 
will look and function the way it did two years ago,” 
Bacchanal president Dan Weinstein, CC ’13, said. 
“Last year’s venue change presented unanticipated 
constraints, but by returning to Low Plaza we’ve 
been able to avoid any of the issues faced last year.”

Aside from crowd control, Weinstein and his 
peers see aesthetic reasons to bring Bacchanal back 
on the steps.

“It’s a theater that already exists on campus,” 
Weinstein said. “The acoustics are great, there’s 
ample space for a crowd, and Alma Mater provides 
a perfect spot for the sound board.”

Surf-punk trio Wavves, New Orleans rap-
per Curren$y, and jazz-electronica headliner Big 
Gigantic will arrive on campus this Saturday morn-
ing as the setup is taking place. However, fans hop-
ing for a glimpse of the acts may be disappointed. 
Miller said, “We can’t release artist arrival times for 

obvious reasons—our job is to get them into their 
hospitality rooms with as little fuss as possible.”

But this year, headliners aren’t the only at-
traction. The committee teamed up with Live at 
Lerner and Postscrypt under the umbrella moni-
ker “Symposium.” The week long festival launched 
at lunchtime Monday, and will conclude with 
Postscrypt’s FolkFest on Sunday, showcasing seven 
folk acts starting at 3 p.m. in Van Am Quad.

“The aim of this year’s Bacchanal was to create 
a weeklong festival across the whole campus and 
not just a one-stage event,” said co-chair and visuals 
editor for the Eye Joe Girton, CC ’14. 

Responding to the “Baccha90s” naysayers who 
question how this year’s bill resembles the theme, 
Girton pointed out added that they will be screen-
ing the Looney Tunes flick “Space Jam” on Ancel 
Plaza on April 20.

Several members of the committee maintained 
that Bacchanal themes never bear over talent 
booking—there was not a Han Solo set ahead of 
ChewBacchanal ’10, and hopes of Oasis re-form-
ing for “Don’t Look Back in Anger” were perhaps 
unrealistic.

The committee remains confident in its de-
cisions, if a bit jittery about the upcoming 
preparations. 

“I think it’s fair to say that we’re all naturally a 
little nervous for Saturday.  We’ve been planning 
Bacchanal for most of the school year, and we can’t 
wait to see our creation,” Miller said. “So far, op-
erations are running smoothly, and we anticipate 
nothing but an amazing, lively Bacchanal.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Bacchanal comes bacch around
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BACCH IN BUSINESS  |  This year’s Bacchanal returns to the steps—but is planning for a 
streamlined day by coordinating with different departments at Columbia. 

Acclaimed scholar frames honor for a 
University audience in new Philo event
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“It’s a theater that already 
exists on campus. The 
acoustics are great ... and Alma 
Mater provides a perfect spot 
for the sound board. ”

—Dan Weinstein, Bacchanal president

“To be honorable is to be 
committed to doing what is 
worthy of respect. ”

—Anthony Kwame Appiah, 
Princeton professor 

PHOTO COURTESY OF HATTIE STEIN

COUCH SURFING  |  Leigh Stein’s main character Ester is a relatable character for some Columbia students, as a recent college grad with nowhere to go. 



BY STEVEN LAU
Spectator Staff Writer

Kevin Kung, CC ’11, arrives at his of-
fice in Hong Kong, where he works as a 
full-time trader at an investment bank, 
by 7 a.m. every weekday. He usually does 
not leave until 8 p.m. A former member 
of the Lions’ tennis team, Kung barely 
has time to devote to anything else.

But over the last month, Kung 
worked out and practiced tennis al-
most daily to prove that he was good 
enough to represent his home coun-
try, Hong Kong, on the international 
stage—earning one of four spots on 
Hong Kong’s roster for the Davis Cup, 
the premier international men’s team 
tennis competition.

“There were a lot of reservations to 
putting me on the team because I work 
a full time job and its got crazy hours, 
and they weren’t sure if I could be fully 
committed,” Kung said.

Once he had demonstrated his tal-
ent and dedication, Kung was not just 
added to the roster. He was given the 
opportunity to play the last match in 
Hong Kong’s round against Sri Lanka on 
Sunday, a match he won 7-5, 6-3.

In the Davis Cup, when two coun-
tries go head-to-head, there are five 
matches—one doubles match and four 
singles matches—and the winner is the 
first to win three.

When Kung took the court in Hong 
Kong’s Victoria Park on Sunday af-
ternoon, Sri Lanka had already won 
three of the four previous matches, so 
his match would have no effect on the 
round’s outcome. But Kung still felt 
the high pressure caused by the inter-
national stage.

“The last time I played a real match 
in front of a crowd was who knows how 
long ago—it must have been in college,” 
he said. “I was so nervous.”

In the first set, those nerves got the 
better of Kung, as he quickly fell behind 
one break to his opponent, Sri Lanka’s 
Dineshkanthan Thangarajah.

But in the middle of the set, Kung 

took a moment to realize the unique 
opportunity that was slipping through 
his fingers.

“Davis Cup is supposed to be for full-
time professionals who don’t do any-
thing else except play tennis, and I’m 
not going to commit to that,” Kung said. 
“I just thought to myself, ‘I might nev-
er ever get a chance to be on this team 
again.’ So I told myself to go for shots, to 
enjoy the crowd, enjoy the match, enjoy 

representing my country.”
Down 5-4 while his opponent had 

a set point, Kung turned up his level of 
play and went on to win the next three 
games and take the set. After that, Kung 
was untouchable. For the first time in 
his life, he was confident in his serving, 
a feeling that carried him through the 
second set, which he won 6-3 to take 
the match for Hong Kong.

Soon after his victory, Kung called 

Light Blue head coach Bid Goswami, 
who was a member of India’s Davis Cup 
squad from 1974-1975.

“I was very happy for Kevin because 
he was very excited to represent his 
country,” Goswami said. “To be a mem-
ber of a Davis Cup team is a great honor.”

Kung has been a part of Hong 
Kong’s Davis Cup training squad for 
the last six years, but this was the first 
time he had ever been given a spot on 

the official roster.
Current Lions junior Nate Gery and 

senior Rajeev Deb-Sen—who both played 
doubles with Kung—were also excited 
about their former teammate’s success.  
“It’s impressive that he can keep up his 
training while working,” Deb-Sen wrote 
in an email. “I guess it’s something we 
all hope we can do after we graduate, 
so it’s nice to see that someone’s doing 
it at such a high level.”
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The Lions (2-9, 0-5 Ivy) snapped 
their losing streak with a 19-11 win 
over Lafayette (9-6). Columbia got off 
to a strong start, leading 6-1 just under 
13 minutes into the game. From that 
point forward, Columbia never let the 
Leopards get closer than three goals. 
Senior midfielder Taylor Gattinella, 
junior attacker Kacie Johnson, soph-
omore midfielder Paige Cuscovitch, 

and freshman attacker Sarah 
Greenberg all had hat tricks. Johnson 
also picked up her 100th career goal 
and 27th assist of the season, a Light 
Blue record, with her four-goal, nine-
point night. Columbia will try to keep 
up its newfound momentum Saturday 
at Yale. (Greenberg is a design associ-
ate for Spectator.)

—Muneeb Alam

LACROSSE

Four Lions get hat tricks in win over Lafayette 

students often talk about the need to 
build community, a sporting event 
can be a very effective way of bring-
ing students together as Columbians. 
The fact these events pit Columbia 
against other schools makes every-
one all the more conscious of being 
part of a distinct community.

That competition, and the clear-cut 
nature of the wins and losses that re-
sult, help make athletics what Bollinger 
has called a “co-curricular” rather 
than an extracurricular. The hyphen in 
student-athlete connects the two ways 
in which members of Columbia’s teams 
represent Columbia, and that duality is 
taken very seriously in the Ivy League—
one reason the conference uses the 
Academic Index, which requires admit-
ted student-athletes be representative 
of the admitted population rather than 
simply employing the bare-minimum 
standards seen elsewhere. The stron-
ger the applicant pool at Columbia, the 
stronger the body of recruited student-
athletes must be. 

Yet the difference between ath-
letics and other groups on cam-
pus is not the point of this column. 
Athletics is just one way that the 
school can come together, and just 
as the Columbia community takes 
many forms, we recognize that there 
are many other events that can serve 
this purpose as well.

That brings us to the initiative 
mentioned earlier. In a program 
tentatively called “The Pride,” SAAC 
wants to partner with other student 
groups—student councils, Greek life, 
cultural groups, or any other group in-
terested in participating—to promote 
five events which bring Columbians 
together and create unifying expe-
riences for students. Obviously, as 
student-athletes, we would nominate 
events like Homecoming, Basketball 
Mania, or a men’s and women’s bas-
ketball doubleheader in Levien, but 
the idea goes much further than that. 
What about the Varsity Show? Relay 
for Life? CCO? The list surely could go 
on—the important thing is that each of 
these events bring students togeth-
er as Columbians toward the same 
goal. These events are inherently 

Columbian experiences.
When people talk about “school 

spirit,” images of pom-poms and 
marching bands and football games 
often come to mind. While we cer-
tainly support all of those things, 
school spirit can mean much more. It 
can mean going to the Varsity Show. 
It can mean participating in Relay for 
Life or traveling to another borough 
to clean a park as part of CCO. It can 
mean protesting in the long tradition 
of student activism here at Columbia. 
Recognizing the diversity of people 
and of experience at Columbia, and 
taking pride in that, is central to 
school spirit. The goal of “The Pride” 
is to promote these events, sporting 
and otherwise, as a way of bringing 
together students and helping them 
to identify as part of a larger school 
community, one that derives its 
strength from its ability to encom-
pass so many different interests.

At Bollinger’s former employer, the 
University of Michigan, upwards of 
100,000 people regularly attend home 
football games. It’s simply matter of 
probability that many, if not thou-
sands, of those in attendance are not 
rabid fans. A good number may not 
even like football. More likely, they are 
there to be part of the Michigan com-
munity, to cheer on their school, and 
to enjoy an experience that is unique 
to that place and its students.

What’s important here is that we 
do not see athletics as separate from 
the rest of the student population, 
but as a substantial part of that body 
which can, in conjunction with its 
other groups, make a strong, positive 
impact on the way students think of 
themselves as part of our university 
community.

So take pride in your school, and 
its community—because no matter 
who you are, you’re a part of it.

This column is co-signed by the 
members of the 2011-2012 SAAC 

Executive Board and the 2012-2013 
Executive Board-elect: Zach Glubiak, 

Phillip Fletcher, Melissa Shafer, 
Carson Christus, Nikki Bartnik, Nicole 
Goldhaber, Richard Fineman, Henning 

Sauerbier, Kat Kovacevic, Christie 
O’Hara, and Alison Lam.

Athletics just one way Columbia 
can come together with ‘Pride’
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KING KUNG  |  Kevin Kung, CC ’11, earned a Davis Cup spot for Hong Kong and defeated his Sri Lankan opponent in his first match, despite having a full time job as a banker.

Tennis alumnus represents Hong Kong in Davis Cup, wins match against Sri Lanka

BY HAHN CHANG
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia table tennis club will 
be one of 25 elite schools to compete at 
the national table tennis championship 
next week.

With Columbia seeded 13th in the 
country, the team will try to break into 
the top 10—a place it hasn’t held since 
the Lions finished third in the nation 
in the 2009 championship. Sophomore 
Stephanie Shih is currently the 10th-
seeded female tennis table player in the 
national championship, and will anchor 
the team as they look to make a deep run 
at Nationals.

“Getting into the top 10 will be chal-
lenging, because the trend has been that 
the middle 10 or so teams are all very 
evenly matched,” Shih said.

The Columbia team will start in 
round-robin play in a group of four teams, 
where the top two teams will enter into 
the championship knockout round. The 
Columbia team will play in a group with 
No. 1 Texas Wesleyan, No. 12 Penn State, 
and No. 2 UC San Diego. With the coun-
try’s top team in their group, the Lions 
will need to defy expectations in order to 
advance into the knockout round.

“We like our chances—last year we 
went into the tournament seeded 17th 
and came out 13th. We are used to playing 
as the underdogs and good things happen 

when you have less pressure going into 
the tournament,” Gary Wong, a team 
member from the Medical School, said.

Despite the toughness of its upcoming 
opponents, Columbia players feel ready to 
take on the competition.

“I think since most of the teams we’ll 
be playing are around our level, our big-
gest challenge will be to stay focused, en-
ergized,” Shih said. “That’s one thing we 
definitely need to do our best to avoid, 
and doing so will keep matches short and 
efficient.”

The College Table Tennis 
Championship will be held in Plano, 
Texas from Friday, April 13 to Sunday, 
April 15. It will be the last time that Shih 
will compete, as she will graduate at the 
end of this year. But the club is growing, 
with a young pool of talent that includes 
two exceptional freshmen, Eric Leung 
and Janiel Li.

“I don’t have any experience compet-
ing with the top-seeded schools at the 
Nationals but I’ve played my heart for 
every match, and I will continue to do so 
at Nationals,” Leung said. 

Behind Li and Leung, the Light Blue is 
poised to make a splash nationally in the 
next few years. 

“My four years here have been won-
derful,” Shih said. “And I hope that the 
current and up-and-coming underclass-
men can continue to carry on the team’s 
tradition of success.”

Table tennis club looks to win 
Nationals, will play No. 1 team

in the School of International and Public 
Affairs, said.

Five years later, the club lacrosse team 
is again eligible to apply for varsity status. 

Kareem Elsirafy, GS ’12, who suc-
ceeded Barbey as club president, hopes 
that this time the team can find the 
right moment to apply and gain varsity 
recognition.

“It’s a very grueling process,” Elsirafy 
said. “There’s a lot of detail that’s in-
volved in it, so we want to make sure our 
ship is very, very tight when we approach 
the administration.”

According to Athletic Director 
M. Dianne Murphy, the likelihood of 
Columbia adding a 32nd varsity sport is 
small. 

“Because of our lack of space—be-
cause we’re always competing for space 
with club sports, intramurals, and free 
play, and athletics, it’s a huge challenge 
for us to add any more varsity sports,” she 
said in a recent interview with Spectator.

The club is also aware of those 
constraints.

“It’s all about timing. Even though 
you’re eligible to do it, you want to make 
sure the timing is right,” Columbia head 
coach Matt Hamme said.

Even if the club doesn’t succeed, 
Elsirafy has taken on other projects in ad-
dition to leading the club and applying for 
varsity status. A former Marine, Elsirafy 
has collaborated with Columbia MilVets 
and the Suicide Prevention Initiative. 
This Thursday’s game, against crosstown 
rival NYU—scheduled for 8:30 p.m. at 
Robert K. Kraft Field—will double as a 
fundraiser for Walk for Life, which works 
to raise money for injured war veterans. 

Columbia is poised to win the NY 
Metro Division and advance to the NCLL 
national championships at the end of 
April. Thursday’s game against NYU will 
bring the Light Blue one step closer, since 
Columbia has won its conference for the 
past seven years. 

“Even though it’s regular season, it’s 
almost like a playoff game for us,” NYU 
head coach Brian Daniels said. “My 
guys always look forward to playing 
Columbia.”

The atmosphere of the NYU game is 
not only a sign of the success the club has 
attained, but also an example of the var-
sity image it is trying to create for itself.

“Each guy has been working really 
hard … to create not just a club lacrosse 
game, but a college lacrosse game atmo-
sphere versus NYU,” Hamme said.

Community service is important to 
the team, and combining its match with 
NYU with a fundraiser was a natural step 
for a team with several war veterans.

“What the officers talked about was 
bringing something back to the commu-
nity and showing that we’re not just about 
lacrosse,” Hamme said. “We want to bring 
something positive to the people … and 
help to give back through a sport that’s 
given so much to all of us.”

Club lacrosse  
reaches out

LACROSSE from back page

SAAC from back page
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Last week, 
former sports 

editor Jim Pagels 
ran a column 
(“Recruiting for 
Columbia sports 
creates unfair 
stereotypes,” April 
5) addressing the 
way student-ath-
letes are treated by 
the University, particularly with re-
gards to recruiting and admissions. 
Jim raised many questions, but at 
the core of the argument seemed to 
be a concern for the role athletics 
plays in our community.

We, as individual members of 
the executive board of the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee, want 
to take the opportunity to talk about 
what we see as athletics’ role on 
campus, and to describe an initia-
tive we have been working on that 
speaks directly to Jim’s concern.

First, though, it’s necessary to 
point out that we don’t experience 
the sort of campus-wide stigma Jim 
mentions in his column. By and large, 
our interactions with other students 
about our respective sports have 
been very positive. It starts from the 
top—President Bollinger has repeat-
edly declared athletics as an integral 
part of the University’s mission, and 
many commenters on Jim’s column 
pointed out a number of the members 
of our Board of Trustees, including 
chairman Bill Campbell and vice chair 
Philip Milstein, were student-athletes 
during their time in the Morningside 
Heights. There are always specific 
instances when students may single 
out student-athletes, but that is not 
unique to Columbia nor is it unique to 
the student-athlete population here.

Instead of an isolated and an-
tagonized group as Jim seems to be-
lieve, we see athletics as a unifying 
force on campus. At a school where 

School spirit lies 
in athletics, club 
connections 

Guest 
Column

STUDENT-
ATHLETE 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
EXECUTIVE 
BOARD

BY MUNEEB ALAM
Spectator Staff Writer

Julien Barbey, CC ’09, walked on to 
campus in 2005 and found the 42-year-old 
men’s club lacrosse team gone. The club 
had disbanded following the departure of 
head coach Steve Pizzy, and no replace-
ment coach had been found. But Barbey 
was determined to play lacrosse. Along 
with graduate student Jimmy Watson, 
Barbey decided to do something about it.

“Jimmy and I got together and we 
decided that we were going to devote 
our energy and time to revive the club,” 
Barbey said. “We had uniforms, we had an 
existing relationship with the NCLL–the 
National Club Lacrosse League–we had 
a relationship with Columbia. There was 
just the matter of rekindling ties and re-
starting the team, so we did that.”

Despite having just one small table 
on club day, Barbey and Watson discov-
ered that they were not the only ones that 
wanted to resurrect the lacrosse team.

“I got lucky,” Barbey said. “I just re-
member standing at the table and kid af-
ter kid after kid after kid came up and was 
very interested.”

The team saw immediate success, fin-
ishing around .500. The next year it took 
bigger strides forward.

“2007 was kind of a serendipitous 
year,” Barbey said. “We had four students 
who transferred to Columbia as part of 
the 3-2 engineering program from very 
legitimate, good schools, and they were 
on their school teams.”

On the backs of these new players, 
as well as ex-football players and talent-
ed undergraduates, the club went 23-1 
and won the national championship. It 
seemed like a good time to apply for var-
sity status, but its application was rejected 
because of limitations on field space and 
funding, according to Barbey.

“One of the goals of the club was to lay 
the seed for, potentially, attaining varsity 
status,” Barbey, now a graduate student 

KATE SCARBROUGH / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ZERO TO HERO  |  Julien Barbey, CC ’09, revived the men’s lacrosse club, which now competes for national championships.

Club lacrosse 
seeks title, 
varsity status

SEE LACROSSE, page 7SEE SAAC, page 7
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