
BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Kaley Hanenkrat, BC ’11, 
will leave the country for 
the first time next year—as a 
Fulbright scholar. 

Four days ago, the Ohio na-
tive learned that she would 
spend next year in Kiev, the capi-
tal of Ukraine.

“At first I thought, ‘What if 
it’s a giant rejection letter?’” 
Hanenkrat said. “It took every-
thing I had not to scream be-
cause I was in the mail room.”

 The scholarship, funded by 
the U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, is the largest 
international exchange pro-
gram in the U.S. The Fulbright 
allows students, scholars, and 
professionals to attend a uni-
versity program, teach, or con-
duct research abroad for an ac-
ademic year. 

Hanenkrat will conduct re-
search at the National University 
of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy in af-
filiation with the university’s 
law school dean. Although the 
research plans are still uncer-
tain, Hanenkrat said she plans 
to research activists in the oppo-
sition movement, a group which 
led the revolution in Ukraine, 
and their role in gaining power 
in the country.

She explained she wants to 
learn about their preparations 
for their elections in 2012 and 
their view on political changes. 

Hanenkrat is a political sci-
ence major concentrating in 
Slavic studies and is current-
ly president of the Columbia 
University Democrats. She also 
participates in the Ukrainian 
Film Club screenings, and said 
she looks forward to giving 
back in some way to the Eastern 
European community. 

“Meeting the Ukrainian com-
munity in New York City has 

been great,” Hanenkrat said, 
adding that she’s learned a lot 
about the culture, history, and 
films of the region from students 
at Columbia.

Hanenkrat can get caught 
up in animated conversations 
about everything Eastern 
European from borscht to bride 
kidnapping in the Caucasus re-
gion. And though she’s traveled 
to rural areas in West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania with the 
College Dems, she has never 
crossed American borders. 

“Getting my passport will 
be pretty exciting,” Hanenkrat 
said, adding that she looks for-
ward to being in a completely 
different environment. “It’s 
exciting to see a city I’ve spent 
hours reading about.”

Aaron Schneider, dean of 
studies at Barnard, was among 
the first who heard the news 
from Hanenkrat. “Barnard re-
ally helped me,” Hanenkrat said. 
“He [Schneider] made sure I em-
phasized the values Fulbright was 
founded on.”

Although it was a stressful 
process, she said in retrospect it 
was a lot of fun. 

“Because I’m so passionate 
about what I want to research, 
it wasn’t as daunting as I thought 
it would be,” Hanenkrat said. 

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com
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BY JACKIE CARRERO
Spectator Staff Writer

Just days after a nation-
al government shutdown 
was averted, Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand spoke about the 
crisis in state budgets at the 
Italian Academy. 

Gillibrand was the keynote 
speaker for the 14th Annual 
David N. Dinkins Leadership 
and Public Policy Forum on 
Monday, and in her speech 
she called on students to cre-
ate change and get involved in 
public policy in a time of press-
ing budgetary crises. 

“Budgets are moral docu-
ments, they’re about choices 
that we make, what are our 
core values, what should we 
care about,” Gillibrand said.

“What we see at the fed-
eral level are choices that are 
not the right choices for our 
future—cutting education, 

cutting women’s healthcare,” 
Gillibrand said. “How can you 
cut spending for Pap smears, 
for mammograms … these are 
the safety nets that we need for 
all our families.”

Gillibrand spent little time 
on budgetary issues at the state 
level, and instead focused on 
her personal political experi-
ence. She described her inter-
est in politics as stemming from 
an event similar to the Dinkins 
Forum.

“I came to an event like this 
and the speaker at this event 
was Andrew Cuomo and he 
was giving a speech on the 
importance of public policy,” 
Gillibrand said. “I wanted to 
know how do I get involved, 
how do I make a difference.”

Gillibrand was joined by 
several other prominent panel-
ists, including former Governor 

Senator Gillibrand 
talks budget crisis
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BUDGET WOES  |  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand spoke at the David N. Dinkins Leadership and Public Policy Forum on Monday. 
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POLITICS  |  Kaley Hanenkrat, 
BC ’11, will conduct political 
research for a year in Ukraine. 

SEE GILLIBRAND, page 2

This roundtable discussion is a 
response to recent concerns about the 
status of the study of French and other 
foreign languages and cultures in U.S. 
higher and secondary education at a 
time of increasing globalization.

Buell Hall, 6-8 p.m.

WEATHER

The 2011 first-year MFA exhibition 
opened Friday, April 8, and will run 
through April 16 at the Miriam and 
Ira D. Wallach Art Gallery.

Less familiar art 
forms emerge at first-
year exhibit

A&E, PAGE 3OPINION, PAGE 4

After a 1-3 weekend road trip, the 
Lions return to the comforts of 
Robertson Field. They host St. John’s 
today at 3:30 p.m.

Baseball begins seven-
game homestand

SPORTS, PAGE 6 EVENTS

Today

56°/ 45°

Tomorrow

51°/ 44°

Why French Matters

In keynote address, Gillibrand 
calls budgets ‘moral documents’

DAPHNE CHEN FOR SPECTATOR

SING IT OUT  |  Students in Impact Repertory Theater practice a song at a Saturday rehearsal.

Modern pop has brought about the 
demise of music.

Losing its edge

Derek Arthur argues that fake IDs 
are a part of Columbia culture. 

Fake identity

BY DAPHNE CHEN
Spectator Staff Writer 

It’s Saturday afternoon, and 
Jamal Joseph is coaching 30 or 
so kids through a rehearsal in 
Prentis Hall, a Columbia build-
ing on 125th Street facing the 
construction pit that will be-
come the new Manhattanville 
campus. 

He stands up and holds his 
fist in the air. Immediately, sol-
emnly, the kids and teens around 
him, who have been chatting, 
dancing, singing, and laughing, 
stop and do the same thing.

“What is Impact?” Joseph 
asks quietly.

They respond in unison. “It’s 
not a game!”

“What is Impact?”
“It’s not a game!”
“Why is it not a game?”
“Because what we do now 

matters forever!”
Joseph is chairman of the 

film division at the School of 
the Arts and a founder of Impact 
Repertory Theater in Harlem, a 
youth arts organization dedi-
cated to what Joseph calls artiv-
ism—the combination of art and 
activism.

At Impact, the students come 
from Harlem, the Bronx, and 
Queens and range in age from 
eight years old to alums who 
have returned after college to 
teach at 28. They sing, dance, act, 
and rap. They tease each other. 
They get angry at each other. But 

most of all, they say they try not 
to judge each other.

“The idea of a safe space 
among young people is a prima-
ry idea, a place where they can 
come and obviously be physi-
cally safe, but also a place that 
allows them to be who they are 
without judgment,” Joseph said. 
“We have kids who are home-
less, we have straight kids, gay 
kids, skinny, heavy, and as the 
face of Harlem begins to change, 
we do too.”

* 

In 1992, Joseph, along with 
two friends and his wife, found-
ed Impact with nine kids in the 
basement of a Harlem commu-
nity center. The program quickly 
grew, and Impact earned a place 
in the international spotlight in 
2007 when they were featured 
in the movie August Rush sing-
ing a song that Joseph co-wrote 
called “Raise It Up.”

Less than a year later, Joseph 
and 25 members of Impact 
were performing “Raise It Up” 
onstage at the 80th Academy 
Awards, having snagged a nom-
ination for Best Original Song.

Today, Impact has grown into 
a current class of 78 students and 
almost 1000 alumni. 

“When I first came, I knew it 
was going to be good, but then I 
realized that I would have an-
other family,” 12-year-old Jabari 
Salley said. “At Impact I feel safe 
from the streets, safe to get a 

good education and to talk about 
things like Japan and Haiti.”

When asked what he wants 
to be in the future, Jabari an-
swers, “Director.”

Everyone except for his 
mother, Asia Salley, is confused. 
Director of what?

“Of Impact,” he answers, 
nonplussed. Salley smiles.

Former Impact student 
and current artistic consultant 
Carlton Taylor is resting near-
by. He was one of those 25 per-
formers at the Oscars, with a 
voice more powerful than most. 
He probably has the talent for a 
Broadway musical, but chooses 
to come back on Saturdays and 
help Impact rehearse for their 
musical.

“My father was murdered 
when I was 14, right before I 
joined Impact. And we had this 
song called ‘Gunz’ that affected 
me because of what I had ex-
perienced—my mother was a 
cop, and my dad died from gun 
violence.”

He hums a bit of the lyrics, 
stopping on the line that de-
scribes a child growing up with-
out a father.

“The song reminded me of 
all the things I would never get 
to do with my father,” he said. 
“It’s been 12 years since my dad 
died—I’m 26 now. At the time, 
singing this song made me feel 
active, like I could do something 

Theater group inspires teens in Harlem

BY AMANDA EVANS
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard Student Government 
Association’s newest elected of-
ficials said they are unfazed by 
this year’s lower voter turnout. 

Jessica Blank, BC ’12 and 
SGA’s president-elect, said the 
decrease in participation of eli-
gible voters from 48.8 percent 
last year to 41.5 percent has in-
spired her and vice president-
elect Rachel Ferrari, BC ’12, to 
focus on increasing SGA’s pres-
ence in students’ lives.

This year, students had to 
decide on 15 constitutional 
amendments in addition to vot-
ing for the candidates of their 
choice. Students who submitted 
their ballot without voting for 
amendments weren’t counted 
in the election, which may have 
eliminated some votes.

“I think the constitutional 
amendment page was an issue. 
A lot of students didn’t want to 
do that, but if you didn’t fill out 

that part and hit submit your 
vote didn’t count,” said Blank.

Ferrari agreed that the de-
crease in turnout wasn’t a dis-
appointment because of those 
problems. 

“The constitutional amend-
ments page isn’t as user-friendly 
as it can be and this is some-
thing we can work on for the 
future,” she said.

Blank beat Gabrielle Ferrara, 
BC ’12, and Mitzi Steiner, BC 
’12, for the position. Ferrari ran 
unopposed.

Ferrari added that she would 
have liked to educate students 
more about not having their 
vote counted if they didn’t fill 
out every part of the ballot. 

“Unfortunately the spring is 
so busy we were unable to,” said 
Ferrari.

Both Ferrari and Blank want 
to focus on SGA becoming more 
accessible to students in the up-
coming year.

“SGA has been the most in-
formative experience for me at 

Barnard. I’ve felt really close to 
Barnard since I joined my fresh-
man year, so we are going to do 
a lot of PR to make sure every-
one knows about it [SGA] and 
has the opportunity to have the 
same experience.”

Blank said she is also com-
mitted to better connecting SGA 
to students. She explained she 
would like to use her knowledge 
of working with the various stu-
dent offices as president of the 
McIntosh Activities Council, 
which plans many Barnard 
events, to help clubs make use 
of Barnard resources.

“There are so many funds 
clubs can apply to and I don’t 
think they are aware of all of 
them,” said Blank.

She added that she would like 
to see the creation of a club liai-
son with SGA that clubs can go 
to with any questions or prob-
lems and learn about specific 
policies they may be unaware of. 

New SGA officials promise to reach out

Fulbright recipient headed to Ukraine

SEE THEATER, page 2

SEE SGA, page 2
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David Paterson and President 
of the American Federation of 
Teachers Randi Weingarten.

Although the focus of the 
forum was on state budgets, 
recent national events also 
shaped the discussion. 

John H. Coatsworth, 
the dean of the School of 
International and Public 
Affairs, spoke about how bud-
get problems intersected with 
the recent economic turmoil.

“The threat of the recent 
government shutdown is but 
the latest example,” Coatsworth 
said. “Our country is being held 
hostage by a struggle for politi-
cal power and interests.”

Attendees felt that the 

timing of the conversation 
about state budgets reflected 
what was on everyone’s minds. 

“It’s a huge issue and ex-
tremely important today,” Gary 
Kurtz, a Morningside Heights 
resident, said. “We need to es-
tablish an ongoing dialogue 
about this issue.”

Ester Fuchs, a professor at 
SIPA and the forum moderator, 
focused on the special position 
of students as people especially 
educated about government. 

“Students aren’t an ordi-
nary voter or ordinary citizen,” 
Fuchs said. “We need to focus 
on how students can influence 
the policy.”

Other panelists, including 
Paterson, focused more on the 
state New York state budget, cit-
ing the state’s excessive debt. 

“Between April 2008 and 
April 2009, New York state ex-
perienced the highest budget 
deficit escalation in the history 
of the U.S.,” Paterson said. “As 
a nation, right now in this cri-
sis we’re going the wrong way.”

Panelist Dall Forsythe, 
Vice President for Finance 
and Operations at the Atlantic 
Philanthropies, agreed on 
the necessary interaction be-
tween the state and federal 
governments. 

“At the state level we can 
change planning and change 
rhetoric,” Forsythe said. “The 
federal government has to plan 
for what it did improvisation-
ally and how to include assis-
tance for states.”

jackie.carrero
@columbiaspectator.com
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PACKED TO THE GILLS  |  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand spoke at the Italian Academy on Monday. 

Gillibrand speaks out against cuts to ‘safety nets’

Students say Impact group changes lives

GILLIBRAND 
from front page

if even one person can hear the 
song and make a better choice.”  

  

* 

Kids like Taylor and Jabari 
can seem like visions of a young 
Jamal Joseph, who grew up in a 
foster home between the Bronx 
and Harlem and never knew his 
father. By 15, he had joined the 
Black Panthers. By 21, he had been 
arrested and convicted in the fa-
mous 1970 New Haven Black 
Panther trials. 

His activities as a Panther in-
cluded, ironically, protesting on 
the steps of Low Library—steps 
he now walks as a Columbia 
professor.

It was in the federal penitentia-
ry at Leavenworth  where Joseph 
began to flourish as an artist and 
activist.

“Prison can be a very creative 
place,” Joseph said. “A lot of times 
you’ll walk by on your way to 
your cell and you’ll see incredible 
paintings, guys who taught them-
selves to paint, people are play-
ing instruments, they’re singing. 
I found a new way of revolution. 
In the Black Panthers, we thought 
it was with guns. In prison, I real-
ized it was with art.”

He describes his attempt at 
writing a play for Black History 
Month while in prison, in which 
he cast only black prisoners. 
While rehearsing in the courtyard, 
which Joseph described as segre-
gated between black, Latino, and 
white prisoners, a big name from 
the Latino section approached 
Joseph.

“At first we thought they were 
there to fight us,” Joseph said. But 
then the guy said, ‘Yo, I don’t think 
that guy really is doing his charac-
ter, homes.’”

Joseph rewrote the play to in-
clude a part for him.

“Then a couple of guys from 
the white gang came, because they 
thought the blacks and Mexicans 
were teaming up to do something,” 
Joseph said. “We gave them a part 
too, and before we knew it we had 

a multicultural group.”
Today, Joseph believes that a 

lot of Harlem’s problems are the 
same as the ones he faced growing 
up—drugs, violence, and poverty. 
Impact focuses on developing its 
students’ creative talents, but also 
requires them to earn good grades 
and to learn about current events 
and leadership.

“The things I was lacking in 
childhood, like having role mod-
els and a safe environment, shows 
up in my work at Impact,” Joseph 
said. “Having the feeling of just 
wanting to belong, wanting to 
feel safe, wanting to express who 
I was. Every kid goes through that, 
right? And here we are, going on 
7 o’clock.”

He points around the room, 
where over half of Impact’s kids 
remain, even though practice 
ended two hours ago. They don’t 
want to leave.

* 

At Impact, songs and conver-
sations address topics as diverse 
as poverty, politics, gun violence, 
and sex. One girl proclaims in the 
song “For City Girls,” “If you can 
be with her when you bust a nut, 
maybe you can be with her when 
she has your child.”

“To us there are no taboo sub-
jects, because with young people 
there are no taboo issues,” Joseph 
said. “They have to deal with it all. 
When these kids think, ‘Wait, my 
life is important? What I’m go-
ing though is important?’ That’s 
when—although it’s an overused 
word—but that’s when the sense 
of empowerment comes in.”

At the leadership training ses-
sion before rehearsal, the stu-
dents watch a slideshow about 
the Japan earthquake on the New 
York Times website, talk about 
their recent performance at the 
United Nations, and present po-
ems they have written.

Mi-Chal Ryan, a 15-year-old 
aspiring actress, presents her 
piece. Her first line is, “There is 
a difference between things you 
can’t remember, and things you 

can’t forget.” Joseph makes note 
of Ryan and looks over her poem 
afterward, impressed.

“I was lying in my bed one day, 
and I was thinking about how my 
mom got cancer and I couldn’t 
forget the day when she walked 
into the house and everyone was 
crying,” Ryan explained later. “So 
that’s when I thought, there’s a 
difference between some things 
I remember, like when there’s 
things that make me feel good, 
and then things that I can’t forget 
no matter what.”

But if there is anything Impact 
kids can do, it is survive. 

The group has managed to as 
well, even though they’ve been 
left with financial difficulties af-
ter the spotlight on Impact quick-
ly died down after their Oscars 
performance.

A nonprofit organization, 
Impact doesn’t charge its par-
ticipants (though Joseph notes, 
“There’s no cost, but it’s not free. 
They work for it.”). 

And while Impact has re-
ceived contributions from in-
dividuals and corporations as 
varied as Amtrak and JPMorgan 
Chase, the theater is still what 
Joseph calls a “hand-to-mouth 
organization.” Between admin-
istrative costs and program costs 
like the free lunches offered to 
students, Impact costs a few 
hundred thousand dollars to run 
each year.

“We get some donations, but 
we barely get enough. It’s always 
tough here,” Joseph said, attribut-
ing the group’s survival to its net-
work of alumni. 

From 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
Saturday, however, it doesn’t seem 
so tough in this Prentis Hall room. 
The kids practice hard, and they 
know they are talented.

Joseph knows it too. In the 
middle of rehearsal, he picks up 
a call on his cell phone.

“Hey,” he says into the phone, 
and holds it up toward the music. 
“Listen.”

daphne.chen
@columbiaspectator.com

Ferrari said she hopes to 
foster better communica-
tion between SGA and the 
administration. 

“Each administrator that’s 
respective to certain commit-
tees will meet or speak with us 
weekly,” Ferrari said.

Blank also wants to create a 
mentorship program that con-
tinues beyond freshman year.

“After the NSOP program 
there should be mentoring for 

sophomores as well, even for se-
niors. Students should have the 
chance to be mentored by young 
alumni and faculty,” Blank said.

She added that she wants 
to create new programs for 
specific majors, and con-
tinue strengthening alumni 
connections. 

“Things like Thanksgiving 
with Alumni are fantastic ini-
tiatives I would like to see con-
tinued,” she said. 

amanda.evans
@columbiaspectator.com

Mentoring, alumni interaction 
priorities for incoming SGA
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JOINING FORCES  |  Jessica Blank (left), Barnard’s incoming  
SGA president, will serve with vice president Rachel Ferrari.

THEATER from front page

SGA from front page

SIMMONS from back page

off base, but I just cannot see 
a college athlete, especially 
one here, displaying that kind 
of apathy. Sure, we may not be 
the cream of the Ivy League 
athletic crop, but I’ve been 
around here long enough to 
realize that people don’t think 
of their sport as some sort of 
trifling activity—a sport is a 
commitment to which you 
devote yourself. It’s not just 
about individual statistics and 
doing whatever self-serving 
thing you want. Representing 
the Light Blue instills a much 
greater source of pride, so 
that you realize no matter 
what you do, good or bad, it 
reflects not only on your rep-
utation, but that of Columbia 
University as well. 

And that’s much bigger 
than any one careless player 
who is too selfish to care 
about the consequences of his 
actions. 

Myles Simmons is a Columbia 
College freshman.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Players don’t 
always keep 
team in mind



BY LIANA GERGELY
Columbia Daily Spectator 

With the stress of impending finals 
and the realization that another year 
has quickly come and gone, room-
mate relationships can become more 
like bubbles of tension than comfort-
able support systems for Ivy League 
life. But blooming flowers and warm 
spring temperatures create the ide-
al environment for reviving roomie 
bonds—and ending the year on a posi-
tive note. 

During the frigid winter months, 
even the most beloved Morningside 
Heights activities become incred-
ibly unappealing. With temperatures 
rising, consider picking up a cup of 
Pinkberry’s new lychee flavor and 
lounging in Riverside Park. Or, swap 
hot chocolate at Starbucks for an iced 
chai tea latte and sit on Low Steps to 
share the best and worst memories of 
the past year. Nearly all roomies can 
bond over food and drinks, so embrac-
ing the edible is the first place to start 
rekindling a connection.

Embarking on an adventure past 
110th Street is also much more feasible 
in April than in January, and getting out 

of the MoHi bubble can immediately 
relieve a lot of stress and tension. Plus, 
it gives roommates an opportunity to 
realize they have more in common than 
a shared Swiffer and a cubicle-sized liv-
ing space. 

The Nuyorican Poets Café, located 
on the Lower East Side (236 E. 3rd St., 
between avenues B and C) has hip-
hop poetry slams every Friday night. 
The laughter, tears, and creative joy 
brought out by the artistic community 
are sure to strengthen a relationship 
more than a dinner at Hewitt. 

Those who enjoy taking walks can 
venture to the High Line (between 
Gansevoort and West 34th streets and 
10th and 11th avenues), train tracks con-
verted into a modern park located in the 
Meatpacking District. The High Line 
is above ground and offers a beautiful 
view of the Hudson River and the New 
York City skyline. With sliding lounge 
chairs, beautiful greenery, and plenty of 
conversation fodder, the park is a spring 
must-see and a roomie rehab must-do. 

Starting in mid-April, more than 10 
venues throughout New York City turn 
their roofs into movie theaters for the 
annual Rooftop Films series. The festival 
prides itself on its multitude of indepen-
dent films but also on the unconvention-
al places at which the films are shown. 
For roommates who have often gone 
to see movies together at the Lincoln 
Center AMC or other nearby cinemas, 
this is a season-appropriate alternative. 

April is the month for all sorts of re-
vivals. As students revamp their ward-
robes, swapping Hunters for Havaianas, 
they should also bring back some life 
into stale winter relationships. From 
September until May, one’s dorm room 
should be a place of relaxation, personal 
taste, and good company.  

BY NICOLLETTE BARSAMIAN
Spectator Staff Writer

Plenty of students know of Catherine 
Hardwicke, the famed director of mov-
ies like “Twilight,” “Red Riding Hood,” 
and “Thirteen.” But fewer might know 
that Sarah Blakely-Cartwright, BC ’10, 
has been a part of each and wrote a re-
cently released novel of the same name 
about the movie “Red Riding Hood,” 
which is in theaters now.

Hardwicke has been a longtime fam-
ily friend of Blakely-Cartwright. They 
met at a party for “LA creative types,” 
as Blakely-Cartwright called it. Blakely-
Cartwright said in an email, “Catherine 
has such a young soul that we just gravi-
tated towards each other.” Since then, 
the two have spent a lot of time together, 
traveling together through Europe and 
Morocco. 

Around the time of “Thirteen,” the 
aspiring writer was “basically living” 
in Hardwicke’s Venice Beach bunga-
low. Blakely-Cartwright said, “She 
[Catherine Hardwicke] was the funniest 
person I knew, plus she had eight surf-
boards and an unlimited repository of 
art supplies.” While she and Nikki Reed 
were writing the script, Hardwicke ap-
proached Blakely-Cartwright about 
playing a part in the film. 

“Thirteen” is a film that a lot of stu-
dents who grew up in the 2000s talk 
about. When asked if she ever men-
tions her role in day-to-day conversa-
tion, Blakely-Cartwright said, “Usually, 
I just inhabit the character as a perfor-
mance piece à la Franco. I pull out a hal-
ter top that says ‘Bootylicious’ in rhine-
stones and start introducing myself as 
Medina-with-the-ghetto-booty.”

To film “Twilight,” Blakely-
Cartwright was flown to Portland 

over Barnard’s spring break. “I have a 
line that you have to listen very care-
fully for,” she said of her small part. “I 
say in an urgent voice: ‘I’ve got 911!’ 
when she’s [Bella’s] almost hit by the 
truck, saved only by Edward’s vampiric 
strength. Talk about chivalry.”

Blakely-Cartwright’s film experi-
ences have led to lasting relationships. 
“I talk with Shiloh [Fernandez] every 
day and Amanda [Seyfried] every few 
weeks,” she said. Fernandez and Seyfried 
costarred in “Red Riding Hood.”

They also facilitated the writing of 
her novel. “They all had well thought 
out insights into their characters, 
which was very helpful to me. Writing 
the novel’s characters ended up being 
a real collaborative project,” Blakely-
Cartwright said.

The newly minted novelist credits 
Barnard for developing her writing 
skills. “Not only in terms of what I was 
taught, but also in the incredible sup-
port I was given,” Blakely-Cartwright 
said. “Barnard is a place that pledg-
es its support for its students in so 
many, very tangible ways.” She rec-
ommends that other students who 
are aspiring writers seek out profes-
sors Mary Gordon, Anne Prescott, and 
Maxine Swan—just in time for class 
registration.

Barnard’s support has served her 
most notably through alumnae connec-
tions. For example, Blakely-Cartwright 
co-wrote Amanda Seyfried’s voice-over 
in “Red Riding Hood” with Karen Croner, 
who adapted the novel “One True Thing,” 
written by Anna Quindlen, BC ’74.

Lastly, Blakely-Cartwright lauded 
“all of Barnard’s amazing resources, all 
of the amazing girls—women—there 
who are now my best friends and my 
sisters.”

Cultivate life back into roommate relationships

BY DANIELLE ARONOWITZ
Columbia Daily Spectator 

A multitude of motorized artistic 
works and a bustling audience crowd-
ed the halls of the Miriam and Ira D. 
Wallach Art Gallery last Friday, April 
8, for the opening of the “2011 First-
Year MFA Exhibition.”

The exhibition, curated by Anna 
Craycroft, SoA ’04, includes the work 
of 27 first-year Columbia Masters of 
Fine Arts students and will be on dis-
play through April 16. 

The MFA program includes stu-
dents from across the globe, pursu-
ing drawing, painting, photography, 
digital media, sculpture, and other 
forms of visual art. The diversity of 
interest among this year’s first-year 
class is obvious from the exhibit’s 
myriad unique pieces that push past 
the boundaries of contemporary art. 
On opening night, the limited gallery 
space quickly filled with traffic as visi-
tors gazed with intrigue at the art on 
display, some of which was bursting 
with sound and motion. 

Alexandra Lerman’s “Between 
Frames,” positioned at the beginning 
of the exhibition, includes a series of 
postcards. Each depicts a different 
scene of global political violence, each 
with related quotes on its reverse side. 

Just ahead in the gallery is Korakrit 
Arunanondchai’s painting of sharp 
geometrical shapes that radiate out-
ward from a common center. The com-
position alludes to violence hidden 
within the subtle three-dimensional 
pull of the chromatic shapes. Several 
samurai swords pierce through the 
board to the backside of the painting 
where they engage in an even more 
disturbing scene visible only in the 
space behind the painting. 

The stillness of the first few pieces 
on display quickly turns to brisk ac-
tion with a number of works that in-
clude actual movement.  

Jeremy Couillard’s painting, a fu-
turistic scene of seemingly robotic 
pieces of technology pictured from 

varying perspectives, incorporates a 
layer of movement and stimulation 
with tiny video screens embedded into 
the canvas where portions have been 
cut out. Each screen is connected to a 
file server laying flat on the floor that 
controls the clips of computerized 
graphics being played. The hum of 
the machinery brings the painting to 
life—an autonomous world of technol-
ogy takes over the space at the push 
of a button.

Behind a velvet curtain, Mira 
Hunter’s video, “Time Piece,” projects 
an explosive still-frame animation of a 
gas bomb as photographed by 65 dif-
ferent cameras. 

Gallery-goers will easily have their 
attention distracted from these piec-
es, though, by the immediate thrill 
of Molly Lowe’s piece “Into Shape.” 
An incessant squeaking noise draws 
visitors to an amorphous object strug-
gling to move underneath a large pink 
sheet of spandex. The piece’s sponta-
neous movements are quite hypnotiz-
ing, but within a few moments it be-
comes clear that the concealed gadget 
is actually a human being on a piece of 
exercise equipment. The once super-
natural movement slowly becomes a 
more familiar and yet abnormal form 
of human activity.

Lea Cetera’s sculpture of a wood-
en cube, which stands on a tilted axis 
and features video clips of kittens pro-
jected on each of the six sides, has a 
similarly hypnotizing effect. The six 
sides, six kittens, and the persistent 
sounds of meowing and licking leave 
the viewer in a trance of sorts, lost in 
the provocation of the scene. 

As a whole, the exhibit presents a 
mix of beautifully traditional forms of 
painting and photography, as well as 
a refreshing collection of less familiar 
forms of sculpture, collage, and per-
formance. The unconventional design 
styles create a setting where one can 
muster no will to make sense of what 
is on display, but only a desire to ab-
sorb every ounce of visual stimulus 
available. 

MFA first-years display 
unconventional prowess

MARIA CASTEX / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ART DEGREE |  Wallach Art Gallery’s 2011 first-year MFA exhibition features work from 27 students and was curated by 
Anna Craycroff, SoA ’04. The exhibit opened last Friday, April 8, and will continue to be on display through April 16. 

Barnard alum writes a book about  
newly released ‘Red Riding Hood’

Blooming flowers 
and warm spring 
temperatures create the 
ideal environment for 
reviving roomie bonds.
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Egrets, I’ve had a few

NATALIE ROBEHMED
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This Thursday night, students will 
take to the streets to fight against 

sexual violence. As part of Columbia’s 
annual Take Back the Night march, 
they will walk up and down Broadway, 
replacing the sounds of nighttime traf-
fic with chants and cheers to “take back 
the day, take back the night,” reminding 
us that “whatever we wear, wherever 
we go, yes means yes and no means no.”

Last May, Spectator ran an anony-
mous opinion piece (“On the failure of 
Columbia’s sexual assault policy,” May 
2) describing an experience fraught with procedural 
errors and what the writer calls “egregious flaws in the 
Disciplinary Procedure for Sexual Assault.” Because of 
a federal law protecting students’ confidential records, 
the University was unable to respond directly to the 
writer’s claims, but the specific veracity of the writer’s 
claims is not as important as the possibility of their 
veracity. It’s disconcerting to think that a panel might 
recommend a respondent’s expulsion after a full hear-
ing of the case, only to have the final consequences 
lay in the hands of a dean of students. While a judge 
is present throughout cases, the dean of students is 
not required to be present for student hearings at all—
while a judge’s sole role is to listen to cases and deliver 
fair rulings, a dean of students holds so many roles that 
he or she may be untrained with the aftermath of sex-
ual assault or lack other experience. A dean of students 
almost necessarily holds multiple interests, and it’s this 
person who could conceivably lessen the punishment 
of expulsion into a warning, with no recourse for the 
complainant.

And while no justice system is perfect, it is much 
more difficult to imagine a state court failing to inform 
the victim of a defendant’s appeal, as the writer claims 
Columbia did, or suffering from the kind of incompe-
tency and procedural errors that the writer describes 
throughout the University’s process.

Not that taking one’s experiences to the police 
is a palatable option for many students, given the 
University’s disciplinary hierarchy. According to the 
University’s Policy and Procedure Against Sexual 
Assault, “if a criminal investigation is underway or if the 
student has chosen to file a complaint with the police or 
the District Attorney’s Office, the disciplinary procedure 
will be suspended pending the outcome from the DA’s 
office.” Full investigations and trials infamously can take 
months—while, in the meantime, the victim will have no 
options if his or her rapist lives on the same floor, takes 
the same classes, or participates in the same clubs. The 
result is an unfair choice between pursuing justice in a 
court of law and not having to confront one’s attacker 
in a 9 a.m. discussion section. Because of the nature of 
residential college life, especially on a campus as small 
as Columbia’s, students are forced into avoiding full in-
vestigations (and bad press), at least until the University 
reaches its own verdict.

The legal system has one aim—to seek justice—but 
does the University? Fourteen forcible sexual of-
fenses were reported on campus in 2009, according 
to Columbia’s 2010 Annual Security and Fire Safety 
Report, either to Public Safety or the police department. 
Given studies by the Department of Justice that claim 
one in four college women will be the victim of rape or 
attempted rape before she graduates, it is safe to assume 
that many more sexual offenses on campus go unreport-
ed. After all, though the Annual Security and Fire Safety 
Report considers knowledge of unreported crimes from 
leaders in academic and student life, such as deans, 
coaches, and administrative heads of student groups, 
the report fails to include information from the offices 
students are most likely to turn to in the case of sexual 
assault: Counseling and Psychological Services and the 
Ombuds Office. The University claims this is because 
“the law does not impose a reporting obligation on 
persons with counseling or pastoral obligations,” which 
still does not explain the choice to exclude anonymous 
knowledge of crimes from these two offices. The prac-
tice also precludes the possibility for students to have 
their experiences included in security briefs without 
going to trials or hearings. It’s a subtle manipulation of 
data that underrates the true frequency of sexual assault 
and rape on campus.

The result is a culture of sexual violence that’s im-
possible to talk about properly because it’s impossibly 
defined. “Consent is Sexy” posters featuring strawber-
ries and bananas may look cute on dorm room walls, 
and NSOP workshops may provide the semblance of 
awareness to nervous parents, but these conversa-
tions take place only in very limited contexts. Let this 
Thursday’s Take Back the Night march be a message to 
the University to reform its policies regarding sexual 
assault so that students are provided with safety when 
coming to it for help, not just for condoms. 

Aarti Iyer is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
creative writing. She is the former editor-in-chief of The 

Fed. Culture Vulture runs alternate Tuesdays.

Take back the night

Culture 
Vulture

AARTI 
IYER

Here’s a bit from the pages of 
American History 101. When 

the 18th Amendment was ratified in 
January 1919, it gave constitutional 
authority to the temperance movement 
that had been growing in the decades 
earlier, and the period of Prohibition 
was born. In 1928, Herbert Hoover 
referred to the effort as “a great social 
and economic experiment.” Though its 
defenders aimed to reduce crime and 
other social problems, it did not take 
long for major flaws of this experiment 
to come to light—the birth of an illicit 
underground liquor market, a drop in the average drink-
ing age, and higher levels of drinking. Corruption in-
creased, as well as the number of alcohol-related arrests 
toward the end of the 1920s. Eventually, lack of support 
made enforcement nearly impossible—with the ratifica-
tion of the 21st Amendment in 1933, the game was over. 

Fast forward from the basement speakeasies of the 
1920s to Morningside Heights, where, just a couple 
weeks ago, police raided the local bar scene. Unlike the 
frequent police raids of Prohibition-era America, this 
crackdown wasn’t targeted at drinkers in general, just 
minors using invalid identification. But this is nothing 
new: According to reports by Spectator (“Students sur-
prised to see police checking IDs at popular bars,” April 
4), these surprise raids occur about four times a year. 
However, with the recent arrest of a Columbia student 
for allegedly buying 42 false IDs, the question of the fake 
has resurfaced. How big of a problem is that little piece 
of plastic? 

Here, the maxim that the historically ignorant are 
doomed to repeat their errors rings true.

Popular belief about Prohibition is that it led to al-
cohol abuse by making alcohol inaccessible. I’ve heard 
similar arguments made about fakes, but I don’t know 
how true it is. Every school year at Columbia begins 
with eager first-years flooding EC suites or bonding over 
jungle juice in Carman doubles. In my own personal ex-
perience, the worst alcohol abuse occurred in these first 
few weeks, measured by how often my floor’s duct tape 
scarlet letter “C” (for CAVA) switched suites. Obviously 
drinking and partying are not part of every first-year’s 
NSOP-era experiences. But for those who wanted it, 
there seemed to be little in their way. This was a time be-
fore many of my friends had their fakes; yet, in the halls 
of first-year housing and elsewhere on campus, alcohol 
was rarely in short supply.   

So why bother with a fake at all? Fake IDs don’t 
promote alcoholism per se. College culture and per-
sonal desire have taken care of that. What a good fake 
does is make access a little easier for those who want 

it, but it specifically opens the doors to a different 
option—off-campus boozing. We don’t forget that we 
attend college in New York City, possibly the greatest 
college “town” of all. 

It’s a reality that police and the administration must 
already be aware of. Fakes aren’t necessarily the social 
problem—they just conveniently gather underage and 
potential abusers in the few local bars. In the fight to 
uphold the law, police and the administration have to 
pick their battles. They don’t endorse underage drinking, 
though for the sake of pragmatism they often must turn a 
blind eye. But as recent events have shown, the law is not 
forgotten. 

Even with the recent crackdowns, police rarely 
showed any venomous will. Former University of 
Georgia student and collegeotr.com blogger “Tony 
H.,” seconds the belief: “Every year the police suppos-
edly ‘crack down’ on IDs at the beginning of the year. 
But, cops know what goes on. They really don’t even 
care; they just don’t want stupid teenagers getting into 
trouble.” Coming from Princeton Review’s number one 
party school for 2010-2011, he may know a thing about 
fake IDs and alcohol. 

Lessening the consequences of false identification or 
underage drinking is a terrible idea. The reality is that 
fakes are illegal and the risk of confiscation or criminal 
prosecution is part of the fine print. Fakes are a part of 
campus culture—despite police busts or confiscations, 
they will endure. But so will law enforcement. It is a 
struggle of yin and yang—the goal is not total annihi-
lation of the other, but rather a sense of balance. No 
doubt that in the Morningside college bubble, alcohol 
consumption by minors provides good income to bars 
and alcohol venders. Though no concrete statistics ex-
ist, I think I can safely assume that the majority of the 
underage population at Columbia doesn’t have a valid 
ID, but that doesn’t mean the rest are chronic alco-
holics. Even if they are, what Prohibition has shown 
us—and authority thankfully seems to understand—is 
that although regulation is always necessary, trying to 
micromanage the undergrad thirsties is just inviting in 
more problems.

Derek Arthur is a Columbia College sophomore. Shining 
Bright Blue runs alternate Tuesdays.

Faking it

Shining 
Bright 
Blue

DEREK 
ARTHUR

Fakes aren’t necessarily the social 
problem.  

BY LEO SCHWARTZ

It’s hard to survive an entire day free of Rebecca Black; 
she’s like herpes or glitter—entirely impossible to get rid 
of. Either her anthem is being blasted on College Walk, 
the newest late-night host’s spoof of her is appearing on 
my newsfeed, or she’s on my computer after I feverishly 
pull up her video on YouTube. (I’ll admit it, “Friday” is 
as addictive as crack.) Rebecca Black has become such a 
phenomenon, most would say, because her song is so truly, 
terribly dreadful. The reality is, though, that her song is just 
the fourth horseman of the apocalypse, signaling that the 
end of music is nigh (the first three were American Idol, 
Auto-Tune, and Ke$ha). 

Music these days has become a joke. Talent doesn’t 
even come into question anymore. Not only do few pop 
artists write their own songs—most people would be sur-
prised to realize that just about every hit of the past decade 
was written by about five different “producers”—they’re 
incapable of singing, let alone playing an instrument. 
While some artists use digital innovation in music for 
good, such as Radiohead and James Murphy (RIP LCD 
Soundsystem), the majority of the mainstream music in-
dustry is using advancing technology only to enhance 
voices and make sure that no pop star will ever have to 
take singing lessons again.

A recent quote by the writer of “Friday”—the creepy, 
inexplicably placed rapper in his 30s rhyming about school 

buses in the music video—perfectly sums up my argument: 
“People talk so much about how silly or stupid the lyrics 
are, but pop songs, they’re meant to be catchy and to tell 
things in a stupid way.” Tell me why we treat Rebecca Black 
and her thoughtful index of the chronology of the week as 
a joke, but Ke$ha—who for whatever reason feels the urge 
to kick people to the curb unless they look like Mick Jagger 
(I would stake my entire record collection on the fact that 
Ke$ha can’t name one song off “Sticky Fingers”)— is a full-
fledged pop star. 

Not only that, but as the mastermind behind “Friday” 
rightfully claims, mainstream music has become unbeliev-
ably simple. I give up on listening to lyrics now, because 
they usually make me cry—not because of their poignant 
vignettes on love, but because they’re usually atrociously 
stupid. The structure of music, too, has dumbed down. For 
example, some people point to Taylor Swift as the savior 
of pop—she writes her own music and is a talented musi-
cian, too! In reality, just about every one of her songs uses 

a lengthy catalogue of about 10 different chords rearranged 
in different orders. In other words, someone who has been 
taking guitar lessons for about two months could write 
songs as complicated as T-Swift’s.

I don’t blame people for enjoying catchy songs, it just 
makes me sad that utterly untalented people, such as Justin 
Bieber, Katy Perry, and, yes, Rebecca Black, effortlessly 
achieve such monumental heights of fame when the success 
of the most exciting breakout artists of the past few years, 
such as Mumford & Sons, Titus Andronicus, and the Avett 
Brothers, is inconsequential. This is one of the reasons I was 
so excited when the Bacchanal lineup was announced. Of 
course, I love Snoop Dogg as much as the next suburban, 
white Jewish boy obsessed with rap, but Das Racist excited 
me more. They represent a new wave of artists who use a 
deconstructionalist approach with music, or, as New York 
Magazine describes, are “sawing the legs out from under 
hip-hop as they celebrate it.” In other words, they devote 
an entire song to a combination Pizza Hut and Taco Bell, 
and then name-drop Edward Saïd in the next. They have 
come to terms with the absurdity of the state of modern 
music, and, instead of throwing in the towel, they embrace 
it in an entirely creative and original way. I’m still praying 
that “Friday” was just a deconstructionalist prank played 
on all of us.

The author is a Columbia College first-year. He is a 
Spectator associate editorial page editor.  

You can’t always get what you want

Not only do few pop artists write their 
own songs, they’re incapable of sing-
ing, let alone playing an instrument.
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GRADUATION PARTY, class seminar, 
laid back social, or any other special 
event, Rent out Haakon’s Hall accom-
modations 50-185 persons please con-
tact Haakon or James (212) 300-4166. 
james@haakonshallny.com 
FREE PIANO RECYCLING and mov-
ing. All NYC and vicinity. Free remov-
al of all unwanted, used pianos in 
working condition. Non-working pia-
nos and junk pianos removed and 
recycled as low as $150. Pianos in 
5-floor walk-ups are no problem. Your 
unwanted piano is our business. Grand 
pianos, baby grands, upright pianos, 
spinets and organs accepted. Fully 
equipped and experienced. Call Jay 
Fernando (646) 316-4442 direct. Also, 
estimates for other clean-outs of home 
and offices are available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs.  I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:

NYC egg donors needed. Help some-
one create a family and be well com-
pensated! Confidential. Apply at www. 
MyDonor.net
EGG DONOR NEEDED for same sex 
couple. $15K-$20K, + all expenses. 
Physician and attorney seek a well-
rounded, healthy and intelligent wom-
an between the ages of 21-27. Con-
tact us through: info@aperfectmatch.
com or call 1 (800) 264-8828.

 
HAVE AN iPHONE? Need extra mon-
ey. Download the free Gigwalk App 
in iTunes App Store and start earn-
ing now! www. Gigwalk.com

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

HARLEM - NEWLY RENOV 
132 St & Fifth Ave. 2 BR, 4th floor 
walk-up $1300. Good credit. Missis-
sippi Realty (917) 378-8242.

7 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE 
$599K for 1275 sq ft 3 BR apt on 137 
St betw Riverside Dr and B’way. The 
apt is sunny and spacious with charm-
ing accommodations such as 10 ft 
high ceilings and hardwood floors; it 
is located close to public transporta-
tion, CU, and Riverbank Park. Please 
note income restrictions apply, all of-
fers will be entertained. To view please 
call Brian at (212) 831-1368 or email 
brianresales@gmail.com
WEST HARLEM—2 newly renov 2 
BR apts just east of B’way on W 135 
St. $1350/mo (5th floor) and $1550/
mo (1st floor). Only 1.5 blocks from 
the 1 train and minutes from CU, City 
College, Riverbank Pk, Dinosaur BBQ 
and Fairway. $50 fee for processing 
credit and background check—no ap-
plication or broker’s fee. To view 
please call Kathy (646) 457-0871 or 
email at trutledge@risingdevelopment. 
net.
CENTRAL HARLEM across from the 
Hospital. Lenox and 137 St. 3 BRs, 2 
baths, 2nd floor. Enormous apt $1800 
(negotiable). Mississippi Realty (917) 
378-8242.

EROTIC ACADEMIA—Kindle novel of 
faculty shenanigans—The Exhibition-
ist by C Smith.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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BY ROBERT WREN GORDON
Spectator Staff Writer

Dartmouth caught up to both Penn 
and Princeton during last week’s play, 
while Harvard still struggles to win 
games.

brown
The Bears’ (4-

4) Tuesday game 
last week against 
Quinnipiac was can-
celled, pushing their 
first action of the week to Wednesday 
against Siena. Brown lost both games 
at Siena in seven innings, first by a 
score of 6-3 and later by 4-3. However, 
the Bears turned things around, beat-
ing the Light Blue 2-1 in seven innings 
on Saturday before beating them 
again 6-5 in 11 innings. Brown went 
on to lose its first game on Sunday 
against Penn 14-5 in seven innings but 
bounced back to beat the Quakers 4-2 
in the second game of the doublehead-
er to wrap up the weekend. The Bears 
have a double header today against 
Marist and travel to Connecticut on 
Wednesday before hosting Harvard 
this weekend.

cornell
The Big Red (2-6) didn’t play until 

last weekend, as their mid-week game 
against Binghamton was postponed. 
On Saturday, Cornell was swept by 
Dartmouth, falling 3-2 in 10 innings 
in the opener and 4-2 in the second 
game. On Sunday, the Big Red split with 
Harvard, losing 11-8 before winning 18-
5.  The Big Red has a doubleheader at 
Le Moyne College on Tuesday and then 

visits New York City to play the Light 
Blue this weekend.

dartmouth
The Big Green (6-2) made a huge 

leap in standings this past week, due 
in part to five consecutive wins. The 
winning streak began on Wednesday 
against Quinnipiac with the Big Green 
winning 16-8. Dartmouth was able to 
carry the momentum into the weekend, 
sweeping both Cornell and Princeton. 
The Big Green continues play this 
Wednesday against Holy Cross before 
traveling to Yale for a four-game set.

harvard
The Crimson (1-7) had a huge week-

end, winning its first game since March 
27. Harvard started off the week los-
ing 12-1 at Bryant on April 7 in a game 
that was postponed from April 5. In 
Saturday’s action, Harvard was swept 
at home by Princeton, losing 5-3 and 
3-1. However, the Crimson managed 
to earn their first Ivy League victory 
during their first game against Cornell 
on Sunday, winning 11-8. The momen-
tum did not last as Harvard fell in the 
second game 18-5. The Crimson plays 
Northeastern on Tuesday and travels 
to Brown to open the weekend.

penn
The Quakers (6-2) defeated 

Keystone last Wednesday, 8-7, before 
heading on the road to play Yale on 
Saturday and Brown on Sunday. The 
Quakers split both series with Yale and 
Brown, defeating the Bulldogs 2-0 in 
the first match and losing 13-6 in the 
second. On Sunday against Brown, the 
Bulldogs won the first game 14-5 but 

lost the second 4-2. The Quakers con-
tinue play on Wednesday at La Salle and 
will then host Princeton for a four-game 
series this weekend.

princeton
The Tigers (6-2) share the top spot in 

this week’s standings with Dartmouth 
and Penn. With the notable exception 
of Sunday’s games at Dartmouth, the 
Tigers won all of their games last week. 
Princeton started the week off against 
Rutgers, beating the Scarlet Knights by 
a score of 11-8. The Tigers later swept 
Harvard on the road in Cambridge, first 
by a score of 5-3 in seven innings, and 
later by 3-1. Princeton then traveled 
to Hanover, N.H. to play Dartmouth, 
where it lost both games, by scores of 
4-3 and 5-2, respectively. The Tigers 
play Monmouth this Wednesday and 
then travel to Philadelphia for a four-
game series with Penn.

yale
The Bulldogs (4-4) split its con-

ference games this weekend against 
Columbia and Penn, beating the 
Lions 6-3 in the first game and losing 
8-1 in the second game on Sunday. At 
home against Penn on Saturday, the 
Bulldogs lost their first game by a 
score of 2-0 before demolishing the 
Quakers 13-6. Earlier in the week, 
the Bulldogs’ Tuesday home game 
against Northeastern was cancelled. 
Yale also beat Sacred Heart 3-2 last 
Wednesday. The Bulldogs continue 
play this afternoon at home against 
Connecticut and travel to Fairfield on 
Wednesday. Conference play resumes 
on Saturday with a four-game series 
against Dartmouth.

Dartmouth dominates competion, Harvard struggles  
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Sometimes I 
feel like every 
time I write a 
column, it’s about 
how something in 
the realm of pro-
fessional athletes 
has ticked me off. 
Well, lo and be-
hold, the selfish-
ness of a Major 
League Baseball 
player has once 
again reared its ugly head. 

This past Friday, Manny Ramirez 
made the decision to retire from 
MLB rather than face a 100-game 
suspension after positively testing 
for performance-enhancing drugs 
for the second time. Ramirez be-
came a slugger during his time with 
the Cleveland Indians in the late 
’90s, but developed a reputation as 
one of the most consistent power 
hitters in the game while playing for 
the Boston Red Sox for the majority 
of the 2000s. Although his eccentric 
personality led to the saying, “That’s 
just Manny being Manny,” based 
purely on his numbers, Ramirez 
was undoubtedly one of the best 
hitters of all time. Unfortunately, 
he’ll never make it to the baseball 
hall of fame because he was caught 
cheating—twice. 

In discussing the NFL lockout in 
a previous column, I said that their 
dispute was one of greed and had 
me craving the paycheck-less NCAA. 
When I heard about Ramirez, it 
left me with a similar feeling. I 
think being a student at Columbia 
has heightened my sense of sports 
morality, so that when I hear about 
lying, cheating, and selfishness 
among professionals, it makes me 
feel bitter. There is a certain feeling 
of respect associated with repre-
senting the Light Blue and I don’t 
think anyone could get away with 
what Ramirez has done in an Ivy 
League institution such as our own. 
And maybe it’s naive of me, but I 
don’t think anyone would try. Yet, I 
still have conflicting feelings when it 
comes to condemning this particular 
cheater. 

I grew up idolizing Ramirez in 
Cleveland, where he and the Indians 
ruled the city’s sports scene in the 
late ’90s. I have so many memories 
of him hitting home runs all over 
what was then Jacobs Field and 
the little patch of grass where he 
played a halfway decent right field. 
Even though the term “Manny being 
Manny” hadn’t yet been coined, I 
remember people talking about how 
he saw sports psychologists in order 
to help him with his issues off the 
field. Many Cleveland sports writ-
ers give a lot of credit to the Indians 
organization for getting Ramirez the 
help he needed in order to continue 
his career successfully.

Maybe I just have a soft spot for 
a childhood hero, but now when 
I think of what Ramirez has done 
to tarnish his legacy I just feel sad. 
It’s one thing to get caught taking 
performance-enhancing drugs—and 
a fertility drug at that—the first time, 
but twice? And as such a high-pro-
file player, it’s ridiculous to me that 
Ramirez would think he could get 
away with it at all. 

And that’s the problem I have 
with Manny being Manny. His 
decision-making was not only ri-
diculous—it was completely selfish. 
He never considered what might 
happen to his team if he were caught 
cheating yet again, let alone the first 
time. Granted, Ramirez is a 39-year-
old at the tail end of his career, but 
he was going to be an integral part 
of the Tampa Bay Rays lineup. As 
the player fifteenth on the all time 
home run list—and third among ac-
tive players behind Alex Rodriguez 
and former Indians teammate Jim 
Thome—he was still a threat to 
pitchers around the league, even if 
he was just a shell of his former pro-
ductive self. 

The worst part of that selfishness 
is that Ramirez seemed to regret nei-
ther taking the drugs nor the rever-
berating effect from his retirement 
on the Rays. ESPN Deportes quoted 
him as saying, “I’m at ease. God 
knows what’s best. I’m now an of-
ficially retired baseball player. I’ll be 
going away on a trip to Spain with my 
old man.” No apology. No remorse. 
Complete and utter narcissism. 
Perhaps he is just so aloof and in his 
own mind that he doesn’t even care.

So that is what has got me craving 
the feel of college sports. I might be 
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THE GIEL DEAL  |  Sophomore pitcher Tim Giel has the second lowest ERA, 2.63, of all Columbia pitchers, behind only classmate Stefan Olson. 

Lions prepare for St. John’s, look to win once again 

Manny gives 
reason to love 
Ivy sports

A Second 
Opinion

MYLES
SIMMONS

BY RYAN YOUNG
Specator Staff Writer

After a rough stretch on the road, in 
which the Light Blue lost four of five, 
Columbia begins a stretch of seven 
straight home games 
today. The Lions (12-
15, 3-5 Ivy) have a quick 
turnaround from their 
weekend trip to Yale 
and Brown, where they 
lost three of four games, 
with a matchup this afternoon against 
St. John’s (16-13). 

The Red Storm comes in off a week-
end series in which it took two of three 
games from Big East foe Seton Hall. St. 
John’s, the defending Big East champion, 
sits in the middle of the conference stand-
ings with a 5-4 league record. Columbia 
lost 5-4 when it traveled to another Big 
East opponent, Rutgers, last Wednesday. 
Head coach Brett Boretti admitted it’s 
exciting whenever the Lions host com-
petition from the Big East.

“St. John’s has a great program, 
we’ve played them tough the last couple 

of years, we’ve come close to beating 
them and I’d like to see us get over 
the edge this year and get a W against 
them,” head coach Brett Boretti said.

The Red Storm is led by red-hot ju-
nior shortstop Joe Panik, who not only 
leads the team with a .391 batting av-
erage but is also coming off a week in 
which he went 8-13 at the plate and 
scored six runs.

Columbia, however, will not counter 
the St. John’s bats with any of its top 
four starters.

“We already used our weekend guys 
obviously, they just pitched, so they’re 
not going to be available on Tuesday,” 
Boretti said. “I think Zack Tax, Max 
Lautmann, [Harrison] Slutsky, [Tim] 
Giel will be available, as will Dave Speer. 
I see us going probably through those 
five guys first and then seeing where 
we’re at, at that point.”

Boretti used the same formula in the 
previous two non-conference midweek 
games, but both resulted in losses. 
While the four starters that the Lions 
use on the weekend, junior Patrick 
Lowery, sophomore Stefan Olson, and 

seniors Geoff Whitaker and Daniel 
Bracey, have generally been outstand-
ing, the bullpen has been inconsistent 
in Ivy contests. Slutsky struggled in 
Saturday’s nightcap at Brown, failing 
to record an out and allowing three 
men to reach base in the ninth inning, 
all of who would come in to score, 
which tied the game. And while Giel 
put forth a good effort coming in to re-
lieve Slutsky, he has already allowed a 
game-winning hit each of the last two 
weekends. 

Boretti has been using non-confer-
ence games to get pitchers like Slutsky 
and Giel more playing time than they 
would get in Ivy games and to see how 
they perform. He also wants to focus 
on helping out his pitching staff by lim-
iting the defensive lapses, especially 
after committing six errors over the 
weekend.

“Defensively, and the guys know it, 
when you give teams extra outs, it comes 
back to bite you and in our league, every 
team is so even,” Boretti said.

The Lions committed two errors 
in each of the three losses over the 

weekend, while they played nearly 
perfect defense behind Whitaker in the 
lone win at Yale. 

“We have to tighten up the defense 
so we’re not putting ourselves in a 
position where we feel like we have 
to play perfect baseball all the time,” 
Boretti said.

Boretti also wants to limit the num-
ber of base runners Columbia allows.

“It’s when those three guys are 
on base that you get a hit, those are 
the innings that usually turn into the 
game-winners,” Boretti said after wit-
nessing these big innings against his 
team over the weekend.

Nevertheless, the Lions will look to 
put the losses behind them and build 
on the momentum of their last win in 
today’s game.

“Getting that fourth game of the 
weekend hopefully gets us going in a 
good direction heading into Tuesday 
and we can keep playing good base-
ball,” Boretti said.

Columbia takes on Rutgers today at 
3:30 p.m. at Robertson Field at Satow 
Stadium.

SEE SIMMONS, page 2
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ON BASE PERCENTAGE
NAME SCHOOL OBP

Coble, Ennis Dartmouth .485

Maas, Jeremy Penn .463

DiBiase, Matt Brown .462

Pizzano, Dario Columbia .460

Sciafani, Joe Darmouth .452

SLUGGING PERCENTAGE
NAME SCHOOL SLG

Billigen, Brian Cornell .688

Sclafani, Joe Dartmouth .626

Maas, Jermey Penn .606

Pizzano, Dario Columbia .596

O’Dowd, Chris Dartmouth .579

OPPOSING BATTING AVERAGE
NAME SCHOOL AVG

Olson, Stefan Columbia .170

Lally, Vinny Yale .201

Sulser, Cole Dartmouth .213

Hendricks, Kyle Dartmouth .220

Perlman, Max Harvard .223

EARNED RUN AVERAGE
NAME SCHOOL ERA

Olson, Stefan Columbia 1.55

Perlman, Max Harvard 1.91

Hendricks, Kyle Dartmouth 2.12

Hunter, Kyle Dartmouth 2.12

Sulser, Cole Dartmouth 2.41

LEAGUE LEADERS

HOME RUNS
NAME SCHOOL HR

Billigen, Brian Cornell 7

Way, Marcus Harvard 5

Maas, Jermey Penn 5

Mulroy, Sam Princeton 5

O’Dowd, Chris Dartmouth 5
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