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Brandt-Rauf to speak at 
SEAS Class Day 

BY CLAIRE STERN
Spectator Staff Writer 

The School of Engineering 
and Applied Science will host 
professor emeritus Paul Brandt-
Rauf on Class Day, though some 
Engineering Student Council 
members say students should 
have been more closely consult-
ed in the decision.

The University announced 
Friday that Brandt-Rauf will be 
this year’s SEAS keynote speaker. 
He is the dean of the School of 
Public Health at the University of 
Illinois, though spent 23 years as a 
member of the Columbia faculty. 
During his tenure at Columbia, 
he served as professor and chair 
of environmental health sciences, 
professor of medicine, professor 
of earth and environmental engi-
neering, and professor of interna-
tional and public affairs.

“I don’t know too much 
about him,” Engineering Student 
Council President Whitney 
Green, SEAS ’10, said.  “He’s ob-
viously very impressive with the 

number of degrees he has.”  
Brant-Rauf holds six degrees 

from the University—a B.S., an 
M.S., and an EngScD in chemi-
cal engineering at SEAS and an 
M.D., an MPH and a DrPH at 
Columbia University Medical 
Center. 

According to Green, the Class 
Day speaker doesn’t necessarily 
have to be someone well-known 
if the speaker is inspirational and 
has an interesting story to tell—
and she believes that Brandt-
Rauf is someone SEAS students 
can really rally around. “You want 
it [Class Day] to be memorable 
and hold a special place in your 
heart,” Green said. “If you have 
someone who can depict that 
in any way, shape or form, that 
would be what I think is most 
important.”  

But despite Brandt-Rauf ’s im-
pressive resume and ties to the 
University, some said students 
should have been more involved 
in the process of selecting their 
Class Day speaker, and that they 
should be able to choose from a 
broader list of candidates. 

University senator for ESC 
Rajat Roy, SEAS ’10, said that he 
thought the dean’s office should 
start consulting the senior class 
council of ESC the same way 
the dean of the college asks the 
CCSC senior class for a short list 
of speakers.   

Green admitted that she was 
not at all involved in the search 
process. “It [the selection process] 
needs to be a collaborative effort 
between the students and admin-
istration,” Green said. “I think ab-
solutely, beyond anything, there 
needs to be student involvement.” 

Roy argued that limitations 

Joe Jones leaves Columbia for coaching position at Boston College
Search for new basketball coach begins

TAKING A LEAP
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AT THE BALLET  |  Student dancers take the stage in a professionally choreographed piece, as part 
of a Columbia Ballet Collaborative performance over the weekend in Miller Theatre.

Council 
newcomers 

heat up
CCSC race

BY ELIZABETH SCOTT
Spectator Staff Writer

A competitive race is 
underway for this year’s 
Columbia College Student 
Council executive board, but 
voters shouldn’t expect many 
familiar faces—this year, tick-
ets are composed largely of 
students who have had no 
prior involvement in CCSC. 

James Bogner, CC ’10 and 
chair of the Elections Board—a 
division of CCSC that oversees 
elections—attributed the com-
petitive nature of this year’s 
race to student life issues that 
have cropped up recently, in-
cluding the debate over the ac-
ademic calendar and the push 
for gender-neutral housing. “I 
think each year is a little bit 
different, just given the per-
sonality of different classes that 
we have on campus, and every-
body brings something special, 
and so there’s just years where 
there tends to be a lot of peo-
ple interested,” Bogner said. “I 
think people are interested in 
being a part of that and helping 
to see our campus grow.” 

Bogner also thought the 
diversity of students running 
for CCSC positions stemmed 
from a savvy understanding 
of the way the CCSC elections 

Poor student turnout at 
SGA debates

BY AMANDA EVANS
Spectator Staff Writer

Candidates for Barnard’s 
Student Government Asso-
ciation presented their plat-
forms Sunday night to mostly 
empty rooms. 

Prospective members of 
the sophomore, junior, and 
senior class councils all spoke 
at 7:30 in Lewis Parlor, the 
Diana Center Dining Room, 
and Sulzberger Parlor, respec-
tively. Students running for the 
representative council will be 
speaking on Tuesday for this 
week’s elections. 

Despite 
constant 
attempts to 
boost com-
munity 
and school 
spirit, the 
sopho-
more and 
junior class 
speeches 
saw dismal turnout.

“It’s shocking to me that so 
few people turned out to sup-
port the SGA,” said Isabella 
Serrani, BC ’13 and twin sister 
of sophomore class presiden-
tial candidate Alicia Serrani, 
BC ’13. “The student govern-
ment is the brains behind the 
operation, and Barnard women 
are so active in their commu-
nities, you would think they 
would care more.”

Lara Avsar, BC ’11, who is 
running for president of SGA, 
was present at the sophomore 

class council speeches, along 
with other juniors running for 
positions on the SGA execu-
tive board. She said she hopes 
to foster communication be-
tween the junior and first-year 
councils.

With the first-year class 
having the most candidates 
running for positions, Megan 
Shannon, BC ’11 and candi-
date for vice president of stu-
dent affairs, said some of the 
races were shaping up to be 
competitive. 

“It is definitely going to be 
an exciting election for the 
first-years,” Shannon said. She 

is running 
unoppposed. 

Despite 
the poor 
turnout at the 
sophomore 
class speech-
es, Jung Hee 
Hyun, BC 
’13—current 
2013 presi-

dent who is running for the po-
sition again—said she expects 
voter turnout to be solid.

“Judging from the voter 
turnout last semester, where 
about 40 or 50 percent of the 
class voted, now that the stu-
dents have had time to develop 
relationships with the SGA over 
the year, I think even more peo-
ple will vote,” Hyun said.

If re-elected, Hyun hopes 
to bring back Barnard’s his-
toric Greek Games and create a 

State senator joins attorney general race
BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

 A man who made some of 
his his first political strides in 
Morningside Heights is now set-
ting out to become New York’s 
highest ranking law enforcement 
officer.

State Senator Eric 
Schneiderman (D-Manhattan) 
took to the steps of City Hall on 
Saturday to announce his bid for 
state attorney general. Flanked 
by a host of prominent New 
York politicians who have lent 
their endorsements—including 
Congressman Charles Rangel, 
New York City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn, Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio, and Congressman 

José Serrano—Schneiderman 
stressed his desire to build a co-
alition across district lines, while 
pursuing reforms that will foster 
justice and equality throughout 
New York.    

“My goal is not to preserve 
the status quo—that is not 
the goal of my campaign, that 
is not my vision for this of-
fice,” Schneiderman said. “My 
goal is for greater office, for 
more equality, for pursuing the 
American ideal of equal justice 
under the law for all citizens of 
our great state.”

Schneiderman, who repre-
sents the 31st District—which in-
cludes Morningside Heights, the 
Upper West Side, West Harlem, 
and Washington Heights—has 

served as a public interest law-
yer, as well as Chair of the 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee, and later as Deputy 
Minority Leader of the Senate. 
Schneiderman was appointed to 
the New York State Commission 
on Sentencing Reform in 2007, 
a role in which he pressed for 
reforms to America’s criminal 
justice system, improvement of 
re-entry services, and alterna-
tives to incarceration programs. 
During his speech on Saturday, 
Scheniderman pushed for finding 
new ways to address the high rate 
of incarceration in the country.

“There’s something very 
wrong with this country having 

Gender, Identity Politics at CU

Faculty and admins discuss being 
Asian-American women at a university.

223 Milbank, 5:30 p.m.

Today’s Events

CCSC Debates

Watch CCSC candidates square off and 
root for your favorite ticket. 

Satow Room, 5 p.m.

The Light Blue went 3-1 versus 
Dartmouth and Harvard. The week-
end games were highlighted by CU’s 
24-1 thumping of Harvard. The 24 
runs was Columbia’s highest total 
since 1995. With the win, the Lions 
are now 6-2 in Ivy play.

Baseball scores 24 runs in 
win over Harvard

Sports, back page

Students Angela Radulescu and 
Bennett Hong showcased their 
photography project 99 Columbians 
in Lerner Hall over the weekend. 
The two mesh well together because 
of their similarly thoughtful 
personalities.

The pensive pair behind 
the 99 Columbians project

A&E, page 3

The administration attempts to 
destroy the tradition of “40s on 40” 
reveals an inability to set priorities. 

War on 40s fun

Opinion, page 4
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Today

63 / 23

TomorrowThe Northwest Corner Building 
clashes with its quaint surroundings, 
and is characterized by transient 
notions of aesthetics. 

Modern behemoth

“It’s shocking to me 
that so few people 

turned out to 
support the SGA.”

—Isabella Serrani, BC’ 13

SEE CCSC, page 2
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SEE SEAS, page 2

jasper l. clyatt / senior staff photographer
WANTED  |  After a seven-year run with Jones that saw Columbia climb to respectability, Columbia is looking for a coach who can take that next step.

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia basketball head 
coach Joe Jones announced Fri-
day that he will be leaving to 
become associate head coach at 
Boston College under former 
Cornell head coach Steve Dona-
hue, putting an end to a week of 
speculation.

“He’s a great guy and he will 
be missed greatly,” sophomore 
guard Noruwa Agho said. “ I 

think he did an amazing job here 
and could have done even better 
if he stayed, but I wish him the 
best where he goes and I know 
he has a great opportunity.”

Jones will be joining Nat 
Graham, Donahue’s assistant at 
Cornell, and John Gallagher, an 
assistant at Penn, on Donahue’s 
staff.

In his seven-year tenure at 
Columbia, Jones resurrected a 
program that was just 2-25 over-
all and 0-14 in the Ivy League. 

In his fourth season at the helm, 
Jones led his team to its first 7-7 
finish in conference play since 
the 2000-2001 season, and it’s 
first winning season since 1993.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for all of Joe’s hard work on 
behalf of Columbia, and our 
men’s basketball team over the 
past seven years,” athletic di-
rector M. Dianne Murphy said. 
“His commitment to Columbia, 
the men’s basketball team and 
our student-athletes made a 

tremendous impact. Our men’s 
basketball program is in much 
better shape now than when he 
first arrived, and for that we are 
very thankful.”

Though Jones has definitely 
brought the program to the next 
level in terms of wins and losses, 
he has also changed the culture 
of the program.

“I just think the kind of peo-
ple he brought in, and the family 

SEE JONES, back page

SEE SGA, page 2

Elections 2010

courtesy university of illinois
KEYNOTE  |  Paul Brandt-Rauf will 
speak at SEAS Class Day.



ADDRESS & EMAIL
Columbia Spectator
2875 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10025
info@columbiaspectator.com

PHONE & FAX
Spectator (212) 854-9555 
Editorial Fax (212) 854-9611
Business (212) 854-9550 
Business Fax (212) 854-9553

EDITORIAL POLICY
For more information about the 
Columbia Daily Spectator and editorial 
policies, visit http://www.columbiaspec-
tator.com/about.

ADVERTISING
For more information about advertis-
ing, visit http://spc.columbiaspectator.
com/.

CORRECTIONS
The Spectator is committed to fair and 
accurate reporting. If you know of an 
error, please inform us at copy@colum-
biaspectator.com.

COMMENTS & QUESTIONS
For general comments or questions about 
the newspaper, please write to the editor 
in chief and managing editor at editor@
columbiaspectator.com.

Page 2 			   NEWS				    	 April 12, 2010

5 percent of the population and 
25 percent of the world’s crimi-
nals,” Schneiderman said, call-
ing for the elimination of mass 
incarceration.

Schneiderman’s politi-
cal career has strong roots in 
Morningside Heights and the 
Upper West Side. Prior to be-
ing elected to the New York 
State Senate in 1998, he served 
for over 10 years as counsel to 
the West Side Crime Prevention 
Program, a not-for-profit orga-
nization that works to keep the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan 
safe. As counsel, Schneiderman 
was bent on evicting drug deal-
ers and removing crack dens, 
and his career as an anti-crime 
advocate began in earnest.

“Morningside Heights is the 
first place where I first started 
bringing prosecutions against 
drug dealers,” Schneiderman 
said in an interview after the 
event, adding, “The first place 
where I brought an eviction pro-
ceeding against a crack den was 
on 107th and Amsterdam.”

Schneiderman has been vocal 
in other local issues. In 2008, he 
spoke at a rally for Saigon Grill 
delivery workers who were call-
ing for fairer wages. And in late 
March of this year, he wrote a 
letter addressed to Department 
of Transportation officials offer-
ing his assistance to the commu-
nity concerning plans for pro-
tected bike lanes on Columbus 
and Amsterdam Avenues.

But Schneiderman’s work 
extends far beyond discreet 
New York neighborhoods, his 
endorsers said on Saturday 
as they spoke to the crowd 
about Schneiderman’s ability 
to lend assistance to all of his 
constituents.

“He doesn’t ask you if you 
live in Washington Heights … 
he doesn’t ask you if you’re from 
the Upper West Side … he just 
listens to the fact that you have 

a problem,” Serrano said.
Quinn echoed these 

sentiments, adding that 
Schneiderman has worked in the 
name of justice for his constitu-
ents and has brought reform to 
crime-related issues.   

“He’s continued to be a cham-
pion for women, continued to 
work to change the rules to 
bring ethics reform, stood up 
and took a fight, the Rockefeller 
drug laws, which people said was 
unwinnable,” Quinn said.  

And many of the speak-
ers said that it is his ability to 

work with people from different 
neighborhood and demograph-
ics that has made him a coali-
tion-builder—a quality which 
attracted high-ranking officials 
to endorse him on Saturday.

“Just about a year ago, I stood 
on these steps with a much more 
humble gathering and John 
Adler and Eric Schneiderman 
were here and helped propel 
me to victory,” de Blasio said. 
“This is an extraordinary gath-
ering—it’s not easy to get this 
kind of unity in April, a cam-
paign month.”

But to others, some of these 
endorsers were indicative not 
of Schneidermnan’s potential 
electoral success, but rather of 
some possible campaign con-
cerns. Some had qualms about 
Charles Rangel’s endorsement in 
light of his recent alleged ethi-
cal breaches which forced him to 
step down as chair of the pow-
erful House Ways and Means 
Committee. Among several al-
legations, Rangel was charged 
with failing to pay federal in-
come taxes and unethically ac-
cepting gifts.

Still, Schneiderman defend-
ed his supporters, asserting that 
none of them presented any con-
cerns to him.

“These are people who 
have fought for civil rights,” 
Schneiderman said of his en-
dorsers in an interview after 
the event. “I believe in the rule 
of law.” 

kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com

pre-orientation program for the 
school, after an attempt to al-
low Barnard students to partici-
pate in the Columbia Outdoor 
Orientation Program failed this 
past year.

Serrani seeks to foster a 
greater sense of community by 
creating more study breaks and 
fun events for students. She also 
wants to come up with a way to 

use contests to help students pay 
for textbooks.

Andrea Bühler, BC ’13 and 
sophomore class presidential 
candidate, said she wants to help 
SGA recognize sororities, though 
the council decided this month to 
continue not to recognize them. 

The common agenda for all 
three candidates seemed to be to 
work on making students more 
satisfied with the new meal plan 
changes at Barnard.

The candidates for soph-
omore class secretary—
Adrianna Aguilar and current 
first-year class secretary Emily 
Feinstein—both discussed 
opening up communication 
between SGA and the student 
body by using various public re-
lations tactics, such as flyering 
and Facebook.  

Voting begins Tuesday. 
amanda.evans

@columbiaspectator.com 

system works. CCSC now runs 
on an instant-runoff voting sys-
tem—meaning that students rank 
the candidates rather than choos-
ing between them. If one candi-
date has an overwhelming major-
ity, the process stops there, but if 
not, the lowest-ranked candidates 
are eliminated from the race, and 
his or her votes are redistributed 
to the other contenders. “Instant-
runoff voting requires that you 
have a broad base of support,” he 
said. “So I think what you see is 
candidates understanding that 
you have to have as much sup-
port from as many people as they 
can, so they reached out to try to 
form parties that can represent 
as much of a cross-section of our 
campus as possible.”  

Many of the candidates this 
year have no experience with 
CCSC, and instead come from 
organizations like the Student 
Governing Board and the 
Activities Board at Columbia, 
two governing boards that dole 
out funds to campus groups.  

Isaac Lara, CC ’11, who is run-
ning for student body president 
on the ReNew CU ticket, has 
served on ABC. He thought that 
coming in as a fresh face would 
work to his advantage, “I think 
a lot of people are disillusioned 
with the way CCSC is right now, 
so they’re making the transi-
tion. Seeing that student council 

interest has kind of waned made 
me want to get involved in CCSC. 
What’s unique about being in 
ABC and SGB is that we’re not 
firmly entrenched in student 
council—we’re still aware of 
what’s going on in CCSC, but 
we’re not involved—so that’s part 
of the motivation. There is an ad-
vantage to not having an exten-
sive history. You can come in with 
a completely different perspective 
and completely different views.” 

Other candidates—such as 
Eugenio Suarez, CC ’11, who is 

running for student body presi-
dent on the Naked Party ticket—
feel that the setting of boards like 
SGB and ABC won’t allow them 
to effect as much change as CCSC 
does. “What [current CCSC pres-
ident] Sue Yang is doing is great, 
but we want to take it one step 
further,” Suarez said. “There are 
a lot of issues on the table that 

cannot be resolved in SGB—
they’re more than just SGB.” 

Nuriel Moghavem, CC ’11 
and current vice president for 
funding, is running on the Party 
Bus Party (Bus) ticket for class 
of 2011 president. Last year, he 
moved from a position on ABC 
to a spot on the CCSC executive 
board, which has been a trend 
in this election. Moghavem said 
that he hadn’t considered run-
ning for CCSC until Yang, CC 
’10, approached him with an of-
fer to join her ticket. “The things 
I wanted to do and the changes I 
wanted to see, I would have a bet-
ter opportunity to do that from 
CCSC [than from ABC],” he said. 

According to Moghavem, 
“We’ve done a good job at making 
CCSC relevant to different clubs 
and organizations, and this is a 
time that people from ABC and 
SGB are interested and excited 
about what CCSC is doing.” 

Learned Foote, CC ’11 and 
current class of 2011 president, 
is running for student body presi-
dent on the Stand Columbia tick-
et as veteran member of CCSC. 
He said that involvement from 
students outside of CCSC is criti-
cal. “I think someone who hasn’t 
been involved on council is ab-
solutely critical—they can see it 
with fresh eyes,” Foote said. “I 
think that a well-comprised ticket 
would be a mix of the two.”

elizabeth.scott
@columbiaspectator.com 

NY senator runs for attorney general 

CCSC race draws new faces to council

SENATOR from front page

Hopefuls debate at SGA, few turn out

“He’s continued to 
be a champion for 
women, continued 
to work to change 
the rules to bring 

ethics reform.”
—Christine Quinn

“Seeing that 
student council 

interest has kind of 
waned made me 

want to get involved 
in CCSC.”

—Isaac Lara, CC ‘11

SGA from front page

CCSC from front page

Some argue for bigger-name speaker

Roy argued that limitations on 
Class Day speakers should be lift-
ed. “We should be allowed to se-
lect a wider range of people who 
may or may not be associated 

with Columbia,” Roy said. 
According to Roy, by allow-

ing students to leave Columbia 
on the high note of a well-
known, phenomenal speaker, 
the University can show it cares 
about its students’ experiences at 

the University. 
“This is our Class Day, we’re 

the ones graduating,” Green said.  
“We should have some say in 
what’s going on.”

claire.stern
@columbiaspectator.com

SEAS from front page



BY HANNA OLDSMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Though it is a student-run group, the 
Columbia Ballet Collaborative could be 
favorably compared to many profession-

al dance companies.
Over the weekend, CBC 

presented a program of six 
new works at Miller Theatre. The group, 
which was founded in 2007 by five stu-
dents who were members of various 
dance companies before coming to 
Columbia, includes dancers from all 
four undergraduate schools. The perfor-
mance showed evidence of thoughtful 
programming, and the tasteful costumes 
and lighting seemed professional. 

Two pieces in the program—Justin 
Peck’s “Enjoy Your Rabbit” and Lauren 
Birnbaum’s “Navarasa”—were choreo-
graphed to music by Osso and Sufjan 
Stevens. Peck, who is a part-time stu-
dent at Columbia and a dancer with New 
York City Ballet, choreographed a pas de 
deux for himself and NYCB principal 
and part-time Barnard student Teresa 
Reichlen. The dance, which borrowed 
more heavily from classical ballet vocab-
ulary than did most of the other works 
performed, at times seemed to wander, 
but it was notable for its refreshing sim-
plicity. It was beautifully danced, with 
airborne supported leaps and a lovely 

solo for Reichlen, who brought a quietly 
unrestrained quality to her dancing.

Birnbaum’s piece departed more de-
finitively from the classical ballet tra-
dition and made use of a much larger 
cast. During one particularly visually 
interesting moment, guest artist Eric 
Conrad Holzworth beat his legs while 
his arms flapped upwards, like a bird in 
blue jeans. At another point in the piece, 
three dancers in short, shift-like dresses 
sat at the front of the stage while others 
danced freely behind them and alter-
nately lay still, like a tableau vivant, or 
moved their limbs restlessly. At the end 
of the piece, all of the dancers joined in 
embraces except for one, like Yeats’ un-
evenly paired swans.  

In Claudia Schreier’s “Excursions,” 
four dancers successfully executed dif-
ficult choreography, which included 
high leg extensions and tricky lifts. It 
was Emery LeCrone’s “Five Songs for 
Piano,” though, that was the highlight of 
the evening. LeCrone is CBC’s resident 
choreographer, and deservedly so—her 
choreography is of the sort that, without 
resorting to gimmicks or self-conscious-
ly calling attention to its inventiveness, 
seems entirely new.  

LeCrone fused structural aspects of 
dance—experiments with linearity and 

DANCE
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BY FRANCES CORRY
Spectator Staff Writer

An androgynous, paint-splattered 
nude stares provocatively from a photo-
graph on Postcrypt Art Gallery’s poster 

advertising last Friday’s open-
ing of their most recent ex-
hibit, titled “Human Graffiti.” 

The show, a collaboration with the 
Columbia student group Artist Society, 
is therefore confusing because, upon 
entering the gallery, students are not 
confronted with colorful provocation, 
but rather an amalgamation of too 
many styles and media. 

Hung up on clips and clear wire, a pan-
orama of white butcher paper stretches 
around the gallery in the basement of St. 
Paul’s Chapel. Figures—predominantly 
nude, bald, and female—overlap in black 
and white. A few scattered objects and 
colorful forms are thrown in at random 
intervals. The result is a fragmented ex-
hibition of good intentions but little aes-
thetic pleasure. 

Granted, it is difficult to express 
unity with many artists of differing 
styles working on a single project, as 
is the case here. The Artist Society, 
a group open to undergraduate and 
graduate students as well as Columbia 
employees, invited all members to 
contribute to the show. The group, 
which meets for figure-drawing ses-
sions every week, convened several 
times to complete the exhibit. While 
the idea of collaboration may operate 
well when employed in the function-
ing of the club itself, the result for 
“Human Graffiti” could be the artis-
tic incarnation of too many cooks in 
the kitchen. 

The use of watercolor, charcoal, 
pencil, and pastel created a messy 
degeneration where individual ele-
ments of merit were unable to shine. 
Moments of innovation, like the simple 
abstraction of blue bodies, or another 
torso sprouting out of a neck, were 
masked by the cacophony of the ex-
hibit as a whole. 

Perhaps the most disappointing 
aspect was voiced by an anonymous 
viewer, who was overheard asking, 
“Where are all the naked people?” 
While the figures displayed are pre-
dominantly sans clothing, observers 
may be bored due to the more overtly 
sensual offerings of certain publica-
tions such as C-Spot, or the nudity rep-
resented in the Museum of Modern 
Art’s current exhibition on perfor-
mance artist Marina Abromović. 

The collaboration was certainly a 
valiant attempt to represent a variety of 
styles around a single theme, but in ac-
tuality, the talented students of the Artist 
Society may have been misrepresented 
in this show.

Exhibit coats St. Paul’s basement with ‘Graffiti’

emma pattiz for spectator

A SKETCHY SHOW  |  In the basement of St. Paul’s Chapel, students view a panorama of figure drawings by members of the 
Artist Society. The exhibit featured nudes of all sizes drawn and painted on large sheets of white butcher paper.

Student dancers pirouette like 
professionals in CBC show

naomi ellenson / staff photographer

ON POINTE  |  As part of the Columbia Ballet Collaborative’s most recent perfor-
mance, student dancers take the stage in a professionally choreographed piece.

Date:  through April 14
Place:  Postcrypt Art Gallery, base-
ment of St. Paul’s Chapel
Cost:  free

WHERE IT’S AT

SEE DANCERS, page 8

BY ELYSSA GOLDBERG
Spectator Staff Writer

When interviewed separately, Angela Radulescu, CC ’11, and Bennett Hong, 
CC ’11, would have no reason to give similar answers to personal questions. Yet the 
two students behind 99 Columbians—the suddenly ubiquitous photography project 

that explores and profiles the similarities and differences among Columbia 
students—are a surprisingly perfect match.

He’s from Bayside, Queens, and she’s from Romania and Maryland. 
Radulescu describes herself as adventurous, passionate, and analytical. Hong refers 
to himself as resourceful and conscientious, or at least, he said, that’s what it always 
said on his report cards. Their majors don’t even match up: Radulescu studies neu-
roscience while Hong is majoring in East Asian languages and cultures.  

What they do have in common is a certain reservation, a certain calculation to 
their speech. “I’m trying to think of something smart to say,” Hong said. It’s almost 
as if they try to perfectly frame what they say because it only comes out once and is 
immortalized in a sound bite—or, more often than not, for them, as a photograph.  

Even though the best advice Radulescu ever got was from a friend who told her, 
“Just press the shutter and go ‘Whee,’” students may know that photography is not 
quite as simple as that. Photography requires a setup. Where’s the light coming from? 
How does the photographer want to frame the shot? If it’s a human subject, there’s 
the debate between posing and capturing a candid, or maybe even posing the shot 
like it’s candid. Photography is all about crafting an image.

But it is precisely this self-control that demonstrates how well-suited Radulescu 
and Hong are for the job of documenting the diversity of the student body—after all, 
who can better represent students than students? Like many other students, they’re 
master craftsmen of their present and future images. They’re also always in motion 
and thinking all the time. Hong doesn’t have to leave home to brainstorm. His fa-
vorite place to think is his Claremont bathroom. Radulescu brainstorms best while 
in transit—she prefers to think when she’s walking, especially between boroughs.

They’re always thinking—and in Radulescu’s case, maybe even over-thinking, 
which she called her greatest vice. But all the thinking is paying off: 99 Columbians 
may be the most popular student-based art project in recent memory.  

As they pitched the second part of their initiative to the Columbia College Student 
Council yesterday, Radulescu and Hong were crafting their own image as a respon-
sible photography duo inspired by people on campus—Radulescu by strangers and 
Hong by his friends—that wants more. They want a grant. They want co-sponsorship. 
They want to expand the project to include faculty. Radulescu and Hong’s plans are 
all tentative for now, but students would be naive to believe that they haven’t already 
thought out every step of the process.  

ART

jack zietman / staff photographer

PHOTO FINISH  |  Students gather in Lerner Hall to view the 99 Columbians photography 
exhibit, which showcased Columbians’ wide range of interests, talents, and backgrounds.

Thoughtful photography project 
99 Columbians represents the 

diversity of the student body
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This Monday, Shock and Awe’s Sarah 
Leonard and Kate Redburn present guest 
columnist Kassandra Lee on the important 

questions to con-
sider when evaluat-
ing the objectives 
of the Global Core 
requirement.

Yesterday, I attended a meeting about the 
Global Core sponsored by the Columbia 
College Student Council (our lovely student 
government). The faculty members pres-
ent were Roosevelt Montas, the director of 
the Center for the Core Curriculum, and 
Patricia Grieve, chair of the Committee 
on the Global Core. It was an opportunity 
for students to discuss concerns about the 
Global Core and understand the objectives 
from the designers of the requirement.

One of the ways they imagine the 
Global Core moving forward is to have 
team-taught, interdisciplinary courses 
focused on primary texts, which would 
be more like Literature Humanities 
and Contemporary Civilization. But, of 
course, like everything at Columbia, the 
recent economic crisis has “put a strain 
on resources” across departments in the 
humanities and the social sciences.

Professor Montas made a point that 
the Global Core represents two necessary 
aspects of an education that might be left 
out of the rest of the Core: exposure to 
other cultures and exposure to non-En-
lightenment-based theoretical paradigms. 
Both faculty members seemed to hope that 
the Global Core would successfully explore 
both of these objectives.

The other students present offered their 
views and experiences with the Global 
Core. Their opinions seemed to be mixed 
about almost all aspects of the requirement: 
should the classes be seminars or lectures? 
Should they rely on a great books model? 
One student even suggested that we have 
a “Frontiers of Culture” class similar to the 
design of Frontiers of Science.

I asked a question about the focus 
on “culture” and the role of Columbia’s 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Race in the change from Major Cultures 
to Global Core. Grieve then asked which 
Global Core classes I had taken and asked 
a follow-up question about how I liked the 
class Introduction to Comparative Ethnic 
Studies, to which I replied that it was one 
of my favorite classes here. Grieve an-
swered that if a class is about a group in 
the United States or Europe (“Western”) 
that has enough maintenance of cultural 
ties with the “parent,” culture then it could 
be a Global Core class (Asian-American 
Literature would be an example). Another 
possibility would be that the Committee for 
the Global Core may ask a professor to add 
more books from underrepresented regions 

to the syllabus if the class seems close to 
meeting the Global Core requirements. In 
this way, professors would have the oppor-
tunity to expand their interests as well.

Overall, the faculty members were re-
ceptive and engaged with what the students 
had to say. So hopefully there will be more 
discussions about the Global Core and the 
Core in general in which students’ opinions 
can be taken seriously.

Personally, I worry about “engage-
ment with other cultures” as the dominant 
raison-d’etre of the Global Core since it 
erases some of the other organizing fac-
tors of the CC/Lit Hum syllabus that aren’t 
simply related to culture. One of the other 
students mentioned that the Global Core 
seems like a catch-all for all that is left out 
of the Core, and I think it’s a tragedy to 
think that the only communities, people, 
and paradigms ignored by the CC/Lit 
Hum courses are those that originate in 
non-Western regions. If we simply look to 
engage with cultures that are “non-West-
ern,” do we erase the existence of groups 
that have operated within “Western” para-
digms? Is W.E.B. DuBois the only African-
American deemed worthy enough for the 
Core to care about? Did people who are 
not white nor male never “contribute” to 
“our society”?

This brings me to another point: how 
are the complex experiences of people 
and communities that operate and have 
operated in the West going to be included 
in the Core? The presentation of the Core 
is a political statement of what has been 
and must continue to be the important 
genealogies of culture, political theory, 
philosophy, and morals in the “West.” The 
Global Core attempts to show what’s going 
on in “the rest of the world” with “other” 
cultures, but what about the philosophy, 
political theory, music, and daily exis-
tences that challenge the very coherency of 
“Western Civilization” that the Core puts 
forth? Should we (or they) even be fighting 
for inclusion in the political statement the 
Core makes?  This sort of approach could 
not be acted out through the inclusion of 
more texts but would precipitate a total 
revaluation and radical restructuring of our 
dearly beloved Core. 

When I used to work in the Alumni 
Calling Center, alumni always loved to 
hear about my encounters with Plato and 
Aristotle before deciding to whip out their 
credit cards to help donate to the school. 
These are the material incentives that 
demand that we maintain the ideological 
objectives of our Core Curriculum.  

This week’s Shock and Awe guest columnist, 
Kassandra Lee, is a Columbia College sopho-

more majoring in comparative literature 
and society. Shock and Awe runs alternate 
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We stand for Stand Columbia
As election week draws closer, the 

Editorial Board has decided to endorse 
Stand Columbia for next year’s Columbia 
College Student Council Executive Board. 
We have reached this decision after meet-
ings with each party, much thought, and 
still more deliberation. To be sure, the 
decision was not an easy one—but we 
believe that this endorsement is the right 
one for Columbia College and its students 
for the next academic year.

This is not to say that there wasn’t 
plenty to praise in the other parties. 
ReNew CU’s energy was infectious, and 
its group dynamic spoke to a real pas-
sion for revitalizing the role of the CCSC 
Executive Board. The Naked Party pre-
sented thought-out and specific ideas as 
well as means of implementing them. 
Their anger with the administration’s 
failures seemed genuine, and their en-
ergy real. And when we say that Stand 
Columbia would do well to look at and 

adopt components from both of these 
campaigns next year, we do so with com-
plete sincerity.

But ultimately, we feel that Stand 
Columbia should be the party that’s do-
ing the implementing. It was the only 
party that simultaneously seemed to rec-
ognize the scope of its power and the 
reality of what and how things can be 
accomplished at Columbia. They posted 
on their website a list of 20 things that 
they want to achieve, and we believe that, 
yes, the items on that list can be actual-
ized by the people who constructed it. 
They’ve been working on gender-neu-
tral housing, and we believe they’ll see 
it through. They have the experience in 
working with the administration to move 
forward on the academic calendar issue. 
Their finance policy showed an immense 
appreciation for the ways in which club 
funding—specifically, tech fees and the 
P-Card pilot program—works. The team 

is policy-focused and experienced, and 
has demonstrated an appreciation of how 
to work both with the administration 
and against the status quo. The team pre-
sented a concrete vision, and we believe 
that it is best situated to make it a reality.

However, this endorsement is not 
without caveat. Presidential candidate 
Learned Foote would do well to pass on 
his knowledge and experience to the rest 
of the team, who would do equally well 
to follow his example. More significantly, 
this party, if elected, needs to work ac-
tively to keep its energy alive through-
out the course of its year in office. It is 
not enough to know the ins and outs of 
policy—students need to feel like that 
policy is being implemented consistently 
for their benefit. In explaining their name, 
Stand Columbia spoke to the history of 
Columbia College. Now, we call on them 
to actively and enthusiastically Stand for 
Columbia and its students. 
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BY JON HOLLANDER

Last week, the Columbia administration’s 
reaction to the senior class’s “40s on 40” tradi-
tion marked a low point in my four-year un-
dergraduate experience. What happened on 
Thursday was a shameless display of hypocrisy 
and paternalism on the part of the adminis-
tration and Public Safety, and it speaks to the 
effectiveness with which a bloated Columbia 
bureaucracy has managed to materially degrade 
the quality of life of its undergraduate students. 

The “40s on 40” saga is one that has been 
ongoing for years, with the administration 
consistently attempting to destroy the tradi-
tion. What was originally a free-for-all on the 
steps became confined to a pen on Low Plaza. 
Eventually, Columbia imposed serving limits 
and even went so far as to randomly search 
the belongings of students for contraband. 
By last year, the restrictions had become so 
draconian that the event was effectively ema-
ciated, which of course was exactly what the 
administration wanted. This year, the student 
councils decided not to spend $20,000 of un-
dergraduate money throwing a sham event, 
and so “40s on 40” went underground.

In response to students attempting to cel-
ebrate their upcoming graduation outside of 
official University sanction, Public Safety and 
the administration engaged in a crackdown 
that was irrationally harsh in character. For 
two hours, over 20 administrators and Public 
Safety officers surrounded the senior class in 
as intimidating a manner as possible, kicking 
out and writing up anyone who so much as 
carried a Nalgene bottle. Now, the adminis-
tration can only have two possible reasons 
for engaging in this kind of behavior—ei-
ther because they believe that “40s on 40” 
is a danger to students, or because they feel 
obligated to enforce New York City drink-
ing laws. Although both points are certainly 
valid, the current policies go far beyond what 
a reasonable University administration would 
consider itself obliged to do, and they truly 
verge on the hypocritical and the absurd. 

Firstly, on the issue of safety, I can under-
stand why Columbia wouldn’t want all of Low 
Plaza to be turned into a drunken free-for-all. 
However, the reasonable solution to this con-
cern is to create a designated drinking area to 
which only seniors have access. This is what 
happened several years ago until the admin-
istration decided that the quantity and com-
position of alcohol had to be regulated as well. 
Again, this concern is not unreasonable, but 
where the administration went too far was to 
impose its asinine one-beer-an-hour restric-
tion, which is sufficient to keep even a 90-pound 
woman sober. Moreover, the consumption limit 
Columbia imposes on its of-age undergraduates 
is completely hypocritical since the University 
has been known to provide unlimited beer and 
wine to graduate students who, in many cases, 
are hardly any older than college seniors. 

With regard to the University’s obligation to 
uphold New York City drinking laws, we again 
see a reasonable concern implemented in an 

overzealous manner. Columbia should respect 
the laws of New York City, but the way that a 
reasonable administration would go about do-
ing this would be to maintain normal patrols 
on Low Plaza and to reprimand students who 
are either brazenly drinking with open and 
labeled alcohol containers or who are display-
ing unacceptable levels of public drunkenness. 
The University is not obligated to deploy ex-
tra officers to spend two hours standing five 
feet away from students, actively scanning the 
crowd for water bottles that may or may not 
contain alcohol. The Police Department would 
never do something like this in Central Park, 
and why Public Safety needs to engage in this 
kind of draconian behavior on Low Plaza is 
simply unreasonable.

Although it is apparent that the administra-
tion and Public Safety lacked legitimate reasons 
for cracking down on seniors in the way that 
they did, the more disturbing issue lies with the 
fact that for two hours, the University actually 
chose to deploy mid- and high-level admin-
istrators to sit outside and stop seniors from 
drinking beer. Simply put, did these people have 
nothing better to do with their time? For these 
administrators to spend hours (funded by our 
$50,000 a year tuition) cracking down on a stu-
dent tradition shows either a stunning inability 
on their part to set good priorities or simply 
the fact that they their jobs just don’t give them 
anything worthwhile to do. 

I sincerely hope that the latter possibility is 
not the case since the administration has shown 
itself to be willing to come to a reasonable agree-
ment with students through the Greek party 
policy, which sanctions responsible drinking 
and treats students like adults. In my mind, 
there is no reason why a similar arrangement 
cannot exist with “40s on 40,” where seniors can 
drink in an enclosed space with the same rules 
as are applied to graduate student functions. All 
that is necessary is for the administration to stop 
treating 21-year-old seniors like children and 
to make real efforts to carry out their most im-
portant duty—improving the lives of students.

The author is a Columbia College senior ma-
joring in economics. 

Absurdities 
on 40

BY BEN LYONS

Spring is back, enhancing as it does each year 
the classical beauty of our campus, framing the 
brick façades with tender leaves and ebullient 
buds. Yet less so than in previous years, for sadly 
there will never be leaves or buds enough to en-
hance, or mercifully hide, the edifice now loom-
ing over the northwest corner of our campus.  

Andrew Dolkart, professor of histor-
ic preservation at the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning, Preservation, declared 
the new science center “a wonderful building 
… a beautiful building.”  The dean of GSAPP, 
Mark A. Wigley, finds in the edifice an ex-
ample of a “top architect in the world doing 
his very best work at Columbia University.” 
Nicholas Dirks, vice president of the Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences, thinks “it’s kind 
of awesome from the inside.”

I will take Dr. Dirks on faith, not having been 
inside myself, and I very much want to believe 
professor Dolkart, for we share an appreciation 

for St. Paul’s Chapel. But I just don’t see it. The 
building is a towering tin box patched with glass 
to the east and corrugated bunkers to the west. 
As if Barnard posed a threat.

The east-facing glass elements, I must con-
fess, are rather striking when viewed from 
the sundial. Step out the gates and down to 
Broadway and 120th, however, and you will 
behold a bona fide architectural tort. Immense 
steel girders and corrugated plates clash with the 
modest turn-of-the-nineteenth-century build-
ings that cower under their gaze. The sheer bulk 
and incongruity of the intruder crushes the aes-
thetics of the once-quaint collegiate crossing.

Three factors likely led the administration 
into such error. Since his ascendancy in 2002, 
Univesity President Lee Bollinger has placed 
Columbia’s need for space near the pinnacle of 
his priority list. The need is real, and the em-
phasis placed upon it is surely timely, but why—
in a year when work on an entire new campus 
has already begun—did the University ever 
permit a building of such inordinate height?

And who was Columbia seeking to please? 
Not the residents of the Heights—none of 
whom were permitted to give an opinion on 
the design until it was a fait accompli. It is surely 
the movers and shakers of the world who will 
fly in to compliment the cutting-edge concept 
but don’t have to live with its lasting impact. 

Lastly, the University almost certainly relied 

too much on transient standards of greatness 
from the world of architecture itself. As those 
who spend time in the aesthetic realm know, 
the leading designers of our day do not merely 
have novel notions of beauty—they often reject 
the concept. The most renowned among them 
live to break the rules, as they labor in an ever-

shifting intellectual mindscape.
The buildings they create, however, are not 

so ephemeral. They endure long after the cur-
rents of fashion have swept in the next genera-
tion of designers who disparage the works of 
their predecessors in a never-ending quest for 
originality. 

Not to say that all modern design deserves 
censure. A half-block south, Barnard’s new stu-
dent center smartly declares to all passersby 
that sanity, grace, and proportion—one might 
even say beauty—are still the possession of at 
least some architects. Far from a stale imitation 

of its surroundings, the Diana Center emphati-
cally asserts modernity while neither assaulting 
(or demeaning) its neighbors. 

In the century since Charles F. McKim 
presented his master plan for Columbia in 
1893, legions of students have had the thrill 
of stepping into the campus quad he created 
and sensing that they are now part of a truly 
great institution. In contrast, nearly every ef-
fort to improve on McKim’s design since—
think Carmen Hall or the Columbia Business 
School sans the new façade—has become an 
embarrassment to be explained. 

During a recent hard hat tour, Dean Wigley 
offered the explanation that Raphael Moreno, 
chief architect for the new building, had not 
imitated McKim’s design, but rather sought to 
“fully understand the intellectual mission of 
McKim’s original scheme … to imagine what 
that would call from us today.” 

Given the immense difficulty of that self-
assigned task, not to mention the physi-
cal challenges of the site, I ought to cut Mr. 
Moreno some slack. But in the last analysis, 
he, like so many who have preceded him, 
ought to give thanks that Charles McKim is 
not alive to judge his work or weep over the 
damage that he has done.

The author is a student in the Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences. 

The Global Core seems like 
a catch-all for all that is left 
out of the Core.



Sprint to the 
finish

As the academic marathon of the year comes to a close, four students share their thoughts on how to 
stay in—and win—the race. Joe Villarin encourages students to stay human, Ryan Gallagher looks for 
pre-professional passion, Cosmo Guzzardi explains that two roads diverge in a concluding semester, and 
Nathan Chang suggests that those who win this race may be those who stroll across the finish line. 

BY COSMO GUZZARDI

Studying at college is a lot like those “Choose Your 
Own Adventure” books from elementary school. 
Your choices while reading greatly affects your out-
come.  But the devil is always in the details—the 
choices are less exciting, and you frequently don’t 
even realize that you’re actually making a life-altering 
decision and that one incorrect choice can genuinely 
lead to tragedy.

At the very least, we have to divide our guide for 
finishing the semester into two tracks: one for the 
grade-grubber and one for the grade-indifferent. To 
maintain the children’s literature theme, we’ll call our 
theoretical tracks the “Goofus track” and the “Gallant 
track,” secure in the assumption that if Highlights 
magazine does still exist and pursues infringement 
action, we at Columbia have better lawyers.  

Those on the Goofus track began this spring 
knowing that “Cs get degrees” and subsequently 
ensured that not one single minute more than nec-
essary would be allocated to studying. Goofus val-
ues his free time highly. Of course, since making a 
study schedule would be dangerously close to being 
wastefully studious, any allocation process amounts 
to simply putting off any and all assignments until 
they are actually mentioned by a professor or fel-
low student as being imminently due. What could 
be more efficient? After all, you can crank out five 
pages of passable hogwash on virtually any topic in 
48 hours—how else did you make it to the Ivies in 
the first place? Even math symbols and variables can 
only be arranged in so many combinations. And be-
sides, New York City can’t be the most fabulous city 
on Earth all by itself. It needs folks like you out there 
partying hard to maintain that reputation. At the very 
least, you could be draped over the chairs in front of 
some cafe, looking cool. And let’s face it: at a school 
like Columbia, networking is what it’s all about.    

We’ll follow our “Goofus track” as the spring 
semester reaches its conclusion and the familiar, 

inevitable panic sets in. Since our Goofuses would 
only respond with bewilderment or indignation 
to any suggestions related to studying, we’ll focus 

on some nice, recreational ways to kill time as you 
wander around Morningside Heights swimming in 
anxiety and remorse for the next month. 

Meanwhile, Gallant stays ready to condense the 
nonsense. Those on this track are reading through 
eyes of highly motivating shame and guilt for not be-
ing immersed in assigned text this very minute. You 

Gallants began this semester the same way you begin 
everything: promptly and sharply after feverishly 
planning for every possible contingency. Reading 
Spectator is a luxury bordering on the unacceptably 
frivolous—the Butler stacks are beckoning, always 
beckoning. Never mind the dorm, goodness no. Who 
could get anything done in that room, around those 
... people? You genuinely savor the feeling of being 
nestled 2,500 feet below a massive library, surround-
ed by books above, below, and on all sides, lifting 
your gaze from a dusty page only long enough to 
silently recite some idea back into your own memory.  

We’ll chronicle the Gallant’s confident and re-
laxed journey right through finals week, and though 
it seems presumptuous to offer study tips to the kind 
of person who will likely be determining the fates of 
millions in a few decades, we’ll discuss academic pur-
suits anyway. We don’t want to antagonize a Gallant.

Presented below are this installment’s respective 
recommendations for Goofus-style slackers and 
Gallant Butler-stackers.

Slackers:  You’ve spent a long semester hard at 
play, so you know almost all the usual spots. Here’s 
a joint you might not have tried: Patrick Ryan’s at 
3155 Broadway (between 123rd and 124t streets). 
It’s a dive bar deluxe with couches, a pool table, and 
digital jukebox upstairs, and another full bar with 
disc jockeys and live music downstairs (and more 
couches). It’s a nice mix of students and locals. It’s 
kind of like O’Connell’s Pub, except you can hear 
yourself think and most of the people actually look 
like they can legally drink. 

Stackers:  Again, it seems presumptuous to of-
fer academic advice to the most studious among us. 
Who knows what timeless knowledge is being re-
discovered by the diligent even as we speak?  But I 
hope this will make life a little easier: OttoBib. One 
of those hidden-in-plain-sight tips offered during the 
New Student Orientation Program (orientation week 
for lay folks), OttoBib is a software application that 
makes citations, especially from web sources, much 
easier. You can enter an ISBN and automatically gen-
erate a full citation in various formats. Hey—it’s the 
little things, right? But you knew that already.

The author is a student in the School of General 
Studies.

A tale of two 
semesters

BY NATHAN CHANG

The end of the semester—and the interest on 
my student loans—approaches. Fortunately, I—and 
you—couldn’t care less because spring has arrived 
with a vengeance, calling us to escape from the win-
tery depths of Butler, to run down from the sixth 
floor of Hamilton and burst forth from our beds 
before noon if only to revel in the sunshine and 
warm breeze.  

Columbia is fundamentally changed for the bet-
ter when sundresses are out, Wayfarers are on, and 
the track team members’ shirts are off. Spring is un-
deniably the best time of year for us simply because 
it’s the only time, apart from the first weekend after 
move-in, that a visible contingent of the student body 
relaxes, which is why you’re reading this instead of 
studying. So, let’s talk about spring. As someone who 
takes the words of Ecclesiastes to heart, I have two 
things to say: 1) There is a time for everything, and 
2) All is vanity.

There is a time for everything, and this includes 
time for yourself. Regardless of how introverted or 
extroverted you are, find time to spend alone and 
with others. I don’t have a job lined up after I gradu-
ate. I don’t even have an idea of where I really want 
to start applying. I’m okay with that. What I do 
have is a conviction about the potential of summer. 
I don’t mean summer in the literal, temporal sense—I 
mean summer as in the idea of a time to be free to 
do what you want to do. I mean summer like Calvin 
and Hobbes mean summer—when the days are just 

packed, there’s treasure everywhere, and you make 
up the rules as you go. Come May, this will be the first 
time in two decades that I won’t have something lined 
up for September. No pressure, no looming semester, 
nothing. Right now, I still have far too much work 
to do before I get to this glorious season of my life, 
but as much as I’m enjoying every class I’m taking 
at the moment, I’ve resolved to make this end of the 
semester the prelude to my summer freedom. With 
only a month left in the semester, I think it’s time for 
Low Steps several times a week, sangria picnics, and 
conversations that make it past the weather and how 
much work we all have.  

There is a time for everything, and by everything, 
I mean procrastination. Allow me to present one 
example of what procrastination can get done. Last 

semester, sitting in front of my notes and not study-
ing for finals, I decided to start compiling a list of all 
the infinitely better pop music that the radio played 
in elementary and middle school. This turned into 
a 250-track collaborative Google Docs spreadsheet 
that became the playlist for a ’90s party. We packed 
an East Campus suite, and 40 people did the ma-
carena and sang along to Eiffel 65, Spice Girls, Smash 
Mouth, Will Smith—at least three times—and, of 
course, Hanson. It was nothing short of amazing, 
and infinitely better than stressing out over work 

that I finished on time anyway. Take note: though 
most procrastination ends with sleep deprivation, 
the potential for greatness can arise from a wander-
ing mind. Let your mind breathe, and capitalize on 
thinking about everything else besides work. You 
may experience diminished work productivity, but 
you can exchange that for your sanity and having 
memories that aren’t centered around fatigue-in-
duced hallucinations.

All is vanity, really. Let’s be honest—after grad-
uation, what are the chances that you’ll regret not 
spending another hour studying? What are the 
chances that you would have been better off spend-
ing that hour hanging out with friends? No amount 
of money, success, or power can bring you the secu-
rity and satisfaction you crave. Well, maybe you’ll be 
obscenely rich. Maybe you’ll be able to afford paying 
people to distract you from the pending loneliness 
of translating all aspects of your life, including self-
worth and relationships, into monetary terms. Since 
we probably won’t make that much money—and no 
one wants to admit that they commodify everything/
everyone in their lives anyway—why not get a head 
start on consciously developing the few things that 
last in this life, almost all of which are not work-
related? Chill for a bit, hang out with friends, do 
something for its personal value to you, do anything 
to capitalize on the life that spring gives, and live. You 
really, really, really, won’t miss that 0.01 from your 
GPA or that extra thing on your resume. They’re only 
supposed to be one page anyway.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring 
in English. He is a member of InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship.

A spring manifesto

It’s time for conversations 
that make it past how much 
work we all have. 

BY R. MICHAEL GALLAGHER

I decided to become the premedical student I 
am today well before I entered college. The choice 
for me was easy—I was good at math and science 
and I wanted to make a lot of money. All too often, 
I encounter other premeds that seem to be in this 
for the same wrong reasons: the earning power 
of a surgeon or a specialist, the desire to please 
parents who are already doctors, or the prestige 
of having a two-letter appendage added to their 
names. Luckily, I reexamined why I was pursuing 
a career in medicine, and I found it had little to 
do with good science grades or my desire to drink 
Dom Pérignon on a yacht off the Amalfi Coast.  
To be truly self-actualized in any profession, you 
must be proud of what you do, and, therefore, to 
be a doctor, you must have a deep desire to im-
prove the health of your patients. Being a premed 
student—at Columbia, no less—is not an easy pur-
suit, and unless you feel this passion, get out while 
you still can.  

During the last three years, my experiences in 
different corners of the world and my interactions 

with people of all races have stirred a passion with-
in me to improve global health, on a macro scale, 
and to put those countries most in need at the top 
of my to-do list. I recognize that this improve-the-
world action item is rather far-reaching, but like 
most Columbia students, I live by this list since it 
gives me a sense of purpose, especially when I’m 
neck-deep in premed minutiae. But aside from 
wanting this sense of accomplishment, I look for-
ward to gaining new perspectives from patients 
and colleagues who will interact with me at a per-
sonal level. Whether these new insights regarding 
health are medicinal, cultural, or even spiritual, 
I truly believe that the best way to understand 
the human condition, and likewise to treat it, is 
by communicating with people that are different 
than you and by hearing their stories. Surely ev-
eryone has one.  

But just because I have discovered what I am 
passionate about does not mean that my next two 
years at Columbia will be an orchestrated and cen-
tered academic experience. In fact, I am most like-
ly suffering silently somewhere in Butler Library as 
you read this, trying to memorize mechanisms for 
Snyder’s second-semester organic chemistry class. 
It is during nights like these that it becomes ex-
ceedingly and painfully clear that before you start 
saving lives, you need to actually get into medi-
cal school, and if you aren’t feeling a little over-
whelmed by the quantity and complexity of the 
requirements for achieving this, then you should 
probably see a psychiatrist. The continuously ris-
ing hurdle for medical school requires the obvious: 
a super-high GPA, consistent and committed ex-
tracurricular involvement and leadership, a solid 
MCAT score, significant clinical exposure, slaving 
away in a lab with fantasies of the ever-elusive pub-
lication, and strong letters of recommendation. If 
these things are not obvious, please schedule an 
appointment with Megan Rigney, a great premed 
advisor, immediately. Tying all of these compo-
nents together into a nice bundle to send off to 
10 to 20 medical schools will be no easy feat. In 
the process, you will need to make many sacrifices 
ranging from lack of sleep to forgoing the cele-
brated, inebriated Thursday evening at 1020. My 
friends laugh when I tell them that a good night 
of studying ends when I greet the library’s janitor 
in the morning, but the truth is that he waves with 
a smile even that late (or that early, depending on 
how you see it). When you’re premed, it’s these 
little things that make you smile.  

At last, once you’re accepted to medical school, 
the proverbial hurdle reaches even loftier heights. 
Simply put, you will take on another eight years 
of additional work, not to mention a debt of over 
$300,000 before you can finally practice medicine 
on your own. So if you want to make it as a physi-
cian and are prepared to make the associated sac-
rifices, make sure you can articulate the reasons 
why. That said, if you have discovered your passion 
and accepted the commitment to being a premed 
at Columbia, here are a few survival tactics:

1. Get to know Megan Rigney, the woman be-
hind the email, and the other pre-professional ad-
visors. They are your best resource on campus for 
staying on track and realizing your goals.

2. Embrace the postbaccalaureate students. Yes, 
they usually take fewer classes and have more free 
time to study, but they are generally not included 
on the same curve as you, and if they are, let them 
motivate you to study that extra hour.

3. Come to appreciate Deborah Mowshowitz’s 
problem-based learning approach to biology. It 
will help you down the road when you have to 
make real decisions about someone’s life.  

4. Find outlets for your studying so that it 
doesn’t consume your undergraduate life, and al-
low your involvement in extracurriculars to fa-
cilitate and energize your desire to help others.

5. Remember, if you don’t get into Johns 
Hopkins or Harvard, you can still be a doctor, 
and your ability to save someone’s life will be no 
different than any other doctor’s.  

Most of all enjoy the ride, as maddening as it 
might be.

The author is a sophomore in the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science.

Rationalizing the 
premed life at Co-

lumbia

BY JOSEPH M. VILLARIN

“Our students are not human,” a medical school 
administrator once confided in me. I had been 
picking her brain for tips on how to be success-
ful as an applicant and a future medical student, 
and I was frankly daunted at hearing her boast 
about the accomplishments of students at her in-
stitution. Publishing in Nature, playing with the 
Philharmonic, starting a nonprofit to aid the third 
world—and that was just from one person’s resume. 
In the end, I needed her to explain how one person, 
let alone several, could manage to do so much. The 
irony of her response—that her students were not 
human—was not lost on me. She meant it in the 
most flattering way possible. I took it with horror 
and revulsion.

For those premeds reading this and now chew-
ing their fingernails ragged, let not your hearts be 
troubled. As much as it unsettled me at the time, 
today I can personally attest to the fact that this ad-
ministrator’s hyperbole should not dent your con-
fidence or derail your hopes for the future. Soon to 
graduate from Columbia College, medical school 
acceptances in hand, I am, nevertheless, no super-
man. If I have made it this far, you can, too—and 
I would like to help you get there. As such, I have 
attempted to compose some rules for premeds deal-
ing with the vicissitudes of college life in what is, 
undoubtedly, a challenging yet rewarding academic 
program.

Do not go it alone. Even here in Manhattan, 
it remains true that no man is an island. And, 
though you are never really by yourself, it is easy 
to get lonely. This is not helped by the sometimes 

hyper-competitive spirits of premeds. While most 
stories of students sabotaging others’ lab prepara-
tions or stealing all of the science textbooks from 
Butler are mythical, premeds could do so much 
more to dispel stereotypes and construct a positive 
reputation for themselves. A great first step toward 
this end is to become active in extracurricular ac-
tivities and, moreover, to engage in them as social 
networks. The campus premedical chapter of the 

American Medical Student Association represents 
a fantastic opportunity in this regard, as do many 
other student groups. What is important is to par-
ticipate in these activities out of genuine passion for 
them and their mission in the campus community 
and not just to pad your resume.

Cultivate multiple options. You should absolutely 
gain some clinical experience in order to determine 
if medicine is a right fit for you. However, it is also 
important to recognize that there are many oppor-
tunities in medicine beyond the clinic: in research, 
education, law, advocacy, business administration, 
and other fields. If you think you might be inter-
ested in such a field, it is never too early to get a feel 
for what it is like. Note, though, that too many pre-
meds slog through laboratory research because they 
think it is something they have to do, while others 

may ignore a love for public policy or another field 
that comes to overpower their interest in the clinic. 
Therefore, always refer to the final rule, which is the 
most important.

Seek out mentors. Do not make the mistake of 
valuing faculty and other professionals merely as 
potential recommenders or personal references. The 
more experienced among us have much to teach, 
and this education outside the classroom is com-
pletely free of charge. Take advantage of it!

Prepare for the MCAT—mentally, emotionally, 
and spiritually. It is always a good idea to know the 
material for standardized tests, but also make sure 
you know yourself. A meditative, relaxed mind goes 
a long way to securing success on exam day.

Be a real human person. This is the most funda-
mental rule, underlying all the others. I will bring 
to mind the haunting words of that medical school 
administrator one last time if simply to reject them 
and move on. College is supposed to be a place in 
which you are figuring things out for yourself, and 
that naturally involves trial and error. Accordingly, 
I encourage you to try new things, to take risks, to 
embrace your mistakes and learn from them, and to 
never lie about who you are. Surreal as it may seem, 
starting about halfway through your undergraduate 
experience, you will repeatedly be asked to reflect 
on the path you have taken and what it means to 
you—in applications, personal statements, inter-
views, etc. In these situations, honesty is the best 
policy, and it is within your power now to make 
sure that, when pressed, you will have something 
worth saying. Just be sure to always let your human-
ity shine through.

While there are bound to be some bumps in the 
road, I firmly believe that, if you follow these simple 
rules, you will enjoy premed life and learning the 
basics of biomedical science here at Columbia.

The author is a Columbia College senior concen-
trating in biological sciences and history. He is the 
president of Columbia University chapter of AMSA.

Five rules for being 
happy, healthy, 

and human

I needed her to explain how 
one person, let alone sev-
eral, could manage to do 
so much.  The irony of her 
response—that her med 
school students were not 
human—was not lost on me.
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There are two tracks for 
finishing the semester: 
one for the grade-
grubber and one for the 
grade-indifferent. 
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To be truly self actualized 
in any profession, you must 
be proud of what you do.
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READ, WRITE, PLAY, and contem-
plate in Columbia County/Berkshires 
pristine cabin. On 190 forested acres 
with swimming pond and walking trails. 
12 mi to Tanglewood and Great Bar-
rington. Fully furnished, new appli-
ances. Master BR with queen bed; 
double loft sleeps 4 more. 2 full baths. 
Separate heated studio great for writ-
er or musician, or guests. For the year 
at $2000/mo + utils, or for the sum-
mer at $2400/mo. No smokers. No 
pets preferred. E-mail jmurraylaw@
gmail.com

STATISTICS
Statistical consulting for graduate stu-
dents and researchers in psychology, 
sociology, education, etc. Regression, 
HLM, power, graphics etc. www.sta-
tisticalanalysisconsulting.com

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL 
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having 
alopecia areata totalis or universalis? 
Join other alopecians for a motivational 
get-together on coping and living with 
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

GRADUATION TIX WANTED
4 Columbia U, May 18, 2010 Gradu-
ation Tix. Will pay $20 per ticket. Con-
tact: lehmanb3@yahoo.com

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and 
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for 
several federal tax credits, if you are 
not claimed on your parents’ return. 
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85. 
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.
HUDSON RIVER SAILING Parties: 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu. For 
information about our sailing trips, 
please visit www.gothamyacht.com

BRIAN R MURPHY, ESQ 
Criminal defense. Free consultation. 
Former NYPD Officer and NYC Pros-
ecutor. (646) 244-6290.

EXPLORICA TOUR DIRECTORS want- 
ed! Do you like traveling? Do you speak 
Mandarin? Explorica is a student travel 
company and we are looking for indi-
viduals interested in becoming North 
American Tour Directors. We are seek-
ing energetic people who are orga-
nized, creative and have strong lead-
ership skills; positive, flexible, and good 
at problem-solving; live in the USA, 
fluent in Mandarin, and available to 
work this summer. Applications due 
May 12, 2010. No prior experience 
needed! E-mail Marie-Michele: mnaud 
@explorica.com to let her know of 
your interest. Applicants must be 21 
or older and able to legally work in 
the USA.

BUSINESS CHINESE 
Learn Business Chinese (8 credits) 
or Chinese in Chinese Business Law 
(5 credits). Summer Program in Beijing. 
www.studyabroad-china. org

SOLUTION-FOCUSED Psychotherapy 
(Upper West Side) Licensed, certified 
psychotherapist with over 30 years ex-
perience working with individuals, cou-
ples, and groups on issues including: 
mood disorders, relationships, career 
change issues, anger management 
problems. Sliding scale fees. Some 
insurance plans accepted, including 
Medicare. Joel Katz (212) 851-6077; 
jkatzclients@yahoo.com; www.joel-
katzpsychotherapist.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com  

BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL 
August thru Labor Day. See link: http:// 
picasaweb.google.com/greeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember2009’feat=e. 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 2 baths, kitch, 
large dining room, living room (brick 
fireplace), patio. On country road, Pros-
pect Lake, French Park, dog run. In 
Egremont, 5 miles south of Great Bar-
rington. Contact Phyllis at (212) 666-
3400. E-mail phyllow@gmail.com

AVAILABLE ANY TIME now thru July 1. 
Luxury 1 BR. Upper East Side. Free 
pool, health club included. High floor. 
Open views. No broker fee. (212) 288-
7447. $2700.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net
SEEKING INTELLIGENT, attractive, 
mixed Asian/Caucasian egg donor, 
$25K. I am a physician whose dream 
is to become a father. I seek the help of 
an accomplished woman with a healthy 
family history. Compensation for your 
generosity will be $25K plus all travel 
and medical expenses. If you have a 
desire to explore helping, please con-
tact my representative. E-mail: darlene 
@aperfectmatch.com; tel: 1 (800) 264-
8828. www.aperfectmatch.com. Per-
fectly matching donors with families 
since 1998.

 
NTERNSHIPS OFFERED 

Looking for highly motivated self-starter 
to take on Marketing and Advertising 
projects at Manhattan’s top real es-
tate firm. You would be working di-
rectly with a SVP and VP on the UWS 
on multiple projects. Projects include, 
but are not limited to: neighborhood/
property specific market research and 
marking pieces, client interaction, as-
sist with Open Houses/client tours and 
much more. Compensation would be 
a base + bonus. Please contact Tim-
othy Rothman at trothman@corcor-
an.com or (917) 251-4676.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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BY NINA LUKINA
Spectator Staff Writer

Women’s crew had a 
good weekend at the George 
Washington University 
Invitational Regatta, while the 
men struggled. The women’s 
rowing team won the race on 
the Potomac River for the second 
year in a row, winning nine of ten 
races. The lightweight men lost 
to Navy in a tight race on their 
home course in Orchard Beach, 
and the heavyweights lost the 
Childs Cup, which they won in 
last year’s race, to Princeton in a 
heated matchup. 

The women bested teams 
from St. Joseph’s, Navy, George 
Washington, and Georgetown on 
Friday, only losing the third var-
sity eight’s race to St. Joseph’s. The 
varsity eight boat beat St. Joseph’s 
by over seven seconds, finishing 
with a time of 6.18.6, ahead of 

St. Joseph’s time of 6:25.8. The 
second varsity boat overtook St. 
Joseph’s with a wider margin, 
winning by about 18 seconds 
with a time of 6:16.9 to beat the 
Hawks’ time of 6:35.1.  

Women’s crew won’t be back 
in action again until April 24, 
when it faces league opponents 
Brown and Cornell.  

The heavyweight men’s team 
struggled with the Tigers and the 
Quakers at the Child’s Cup on 
Saturday. Princeton came in first 
in three of five races, having been 
disqualified from second varsity 
eights, which they would have 
won if it had not been for inter-
ference with Columbia’s boat. This 
moved Columbia and Penn up 
one place and gave the Lions their 
only first-place finish of the day.  

Princeton won the varsity 
eight race with a time of 6:06.00, 
not far in front of Columbia, 
which finished with 6:08.34. Penn 

trailed with a time of 6:14.57.  
Next week, the heavyweight 

rowers will look to defend their 
Blackwell Cup title against Yale 
and Penn in Philadelphia.  

The lightweight team also 
competed on its home turf on 
Saturday in three races against 
Navy, all of which it lost.  

Navy finished the varsity 
eight race about four seconds in 
front of the Lions, with a time of 
6:13.8 to beat Columbia’s 6:18.1 
time. Although the Lions lost, 
they came closer this year than 
the last time that Columbia and 
Navy faced off. Navy took the 
second varsity eight boat with a 
6:28.4 finish, a hard-fought win, 
as Columbia trailed them closely 
with a time of 6:30.8.  

The lightweights will join the 
heavyweight crew team when 
they go to Philadelphia next week 
to face off against Yale and Penn 
in the Dodge Cup.

elaine burchman / staff photographer

RIDING THE WAVE |  Navy’s lightweight crew team finished four seconds ahead of Columbia in the varsity eight 
race. Although the Lions lost, they still came closer this year against Navy than the two school’s last meeting.

Men’s lightweight narrowly loses to Navy

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team had an 
uneven weekend of Ivy play, win-
ning a 6-1 match against Brown 
on Friday but dropping a heart-
breaking 4-3 decision against 
Yale on Saturday. With a record 
of 14-4 (4-1 Ivy), Columbia still 
sits atop the Ivy League, but 
Princeton and Yale lurk behind—
each with one loss—though each 
has played one fewer Ivy match 
than Columbia. The Lions will 
finish up their season this week-
end with a match on the road 
against Penn on Friday and a 
match at home against Princeton 
on Sunday, in what could be a 
showdown for the Ivy title.

“I think you know we felt 
very comfortable,” head coach 
Bid Goswami said, referring to 
the transition to playing out-
doors. “We practiced one day in 
Riverside and one day at Horace 
Mann, and went one day early to 
Brown to get a hit outside, but it 
was windy and cold, so after half 
the practice we went to play in-
doors at Brown. We had some 
outside play, although it was two, 
two-and-a-half days. It’s always 
tough for us to play outside, it 
always will be.”

The weekend started off well 
for Columbia, as it traveled to 
play a Brown team that had 
beaten them the past two seasons, 
and has always proven to be a 
tough out for Columbia. Without 
the support of their head coach, 
who was suspended for the Ivy 
season because of an infraction, 
Brown struggled to get its game 
going early. Columbia won the 
doubles point with a sweep of 
all the matches. The first duo to 
win was the third doubles team of 
Rajeev Deb-Sen and Kevin Kung, 
who broke their opponents early 
and won 8-4. Next off were soph-
omore Haig Schneiderman and 
freshman Nate Gery, who won 
a tight match 8-6. Lastly, senior 
co-captains Jon Wong and Mihai 
Nichifor came down from a 
double-break deficit to win their 
match in a tie-break.

With only four indoor courts, 
the first four singles matches got 
underway. Schneiderman, play-
ing at No. 3 singles, continued 
his torrid run through Ivy oppo-
nents, dominating Tom Deighton 
6-2, 6-2. Wong won his first set at 
No. 1 and had three match points 
in the second at 5-4 on his op-
ponent’s serve, but failed to con-
vert, losing the set in a tie-break. 
Nichifor played an opponent who 
beat him in the fall and split the 
first two sets, but he came back 
to win the match in the third 
set, 6-3, 5-7, 6-3. Wong got an 
early break and won his third set 
6-4 against Nathaniel Gorham. 
Freshman Cyril Bucher lost his 

first set at No. 4 singles, but ral-
lied to win the next two sets 6-2, 
6-4. Bucher was down 4-1 in the 
third set but rallied to take the 
final set. Deb-Sen and Gery took 
the court at Nos. 5 and 6 singles, 
respectively. Gery, who was un-
defeated in conference play com-
ing in, continued his strong sea-
son, winning 6-2, 7-6. Deb-Sen, 
who went 4-2 at No. 6 singles 
last season, lost in straight sets 
to Charlie Posner, 6-2, 7-6.

The next day, the Lions played 
their first outdoor match since 
their spring break trip to Texas, 
and the Lions struggled at first 

to adapt to the gusty condi-
tions at Yale. The doubles point 
would prove crucial in the end, 
and Columbia’s doubles teams 
simply couldn’t find the right 
shots at the right time. At No. 
1 doubles, Wong and Nichifor 
were down a double-break for 
the second straight match, but 
failed to recover this time and 
lost 8-2. At No. 2 doubles, Gery 
and Schneiderman were down 
a break early but fought back to 
tie it up. The duo had several key 
misses, which prevented them 
from breaking later in the set, and 
the Yale duo played well, aided 
by a key mis-hit that landed in 
for a winner to get a late break 
and win 8-5, clinching the dou-
bles point for Yale. Third doubles 
won handily 8-3 for Columbia.

“If you look overall, we played 
well and competed pretty well,” 
Goswami said. “I don’t know 

what happened at No. 1 doubles. 
[Assistant coach] Patric [Westoo] 
told me he played great, didn’t miss 
a serve. We were in the match at 
No. 2. Couple of things we’ve been 
working on didn’t come through, 
few technical things we’ve been 
working on. I think indoors it’s 
a little easier—you don’t pick up 
the ball as early outside. I still 
think we’ve come a long way in 
doubles—it was good to see Kevin 
and Rajeev playing that well, be-
cause they played a good team.”

Singles got off to a sluggish 
start as well. At No. 1 singles, 
Wong battled superstar fresh-
man Marc Powers, in a battle 
of two players unbeaten in Ivy 
play this spring. The two battled 
tight to a first-set tie-break, de-
spite Wong struggling to find his 
range in the gusty conditions. 
In the tie-break, Wong missed 
several key shots, and Powers 

played great defense to win. 
Powers rolled through the sec-
ond set 6-1 to give Yale a 2-0 lead. 
Powers moved to 4-0 against Ivy 
opponents at No. 1 singles, and 
will certainly battle with Wong to 
be Ivy League Player of the Year 
this spring. Deb-Sen would be 
the next Lion to fall, losing at No. 
4 singles 6-2, 6-2, and Columbia 
was down 3-0 and on the brink of 
losing. At No. 2 singles, Nichifor 
and freshman John Huang were 
locked in a tight, contentious 
battle. Nichifor won the first set 
7-5, and the two fought to a tie-
break in the second set. Nichifor 
went up 6-3 and had two serves 
to win it, but Huang fought those 
off. On his third match point, 
Nichifor hit what appeared to be 
a clean forehand return winner, 
only to have Huang call it out. 
Nichifor tried in vain to have the 
call overturned, but to no avail, 
and lost the set. Schneiderman 
won his first set but lost the sec-
ond. He was up 4-0, 40-0 in the 
third, but his opponent rallied to 
push it into a tie-break, in which 
Schneiderman raised his game 
and won. Kung, playing at No. 5 
singles, lost his first set 6-3 but 
won the second set, and played 
solid tennis in the third to win 
6-1, bringing the Lions back to 
3-2. Nichifor regained his com-
posure, rolling through his op-
ponent in the third, tying the 
match. It would come down to 
Gery at No. 6 singles. Gery had 
a set point in the first set, but lost 
it in a tie-break and then rallied 
to win the second 6-1. Gery was 
down a break in the third but got 
it back, and he was five points 
from winning at 4-4, 40-0 on 
his opponent’s serve. However, 
he couldn’t convert. Gery had 
another chance at 5-5 but just 
missed again. Gery served to stay 
in the match at 5-6, but he lost the 
first three points of the game and 
double faulted on match point to 
give Yale the win.

“We’ve been winning a lot of 
these matches 4-3,” Goswami 
said.  “A lot of breaks going our 
way. Yesterday, it just didn’t go 
our way. We competed well, 
though, and I think if we play this 
well, we’ll win the Ivies. It will be 
another tough week of practice, 
since we have to practice for Penn 
being outdoors on Friday.”

“I felt we were peaking pret-
ty well, we were playing well,” 
Goswami said. “This team wasn’t 
that much better than SMU, but 
maybe there’s a bit more pressure 
here in the Ivies.”

“It’s in our hands still, I think,” 
Goswami said of the Ivy League 
title. “It was disappointing, but 
still.”

Columbia will travel to Penn 
on Friday and will host Princeton 
on Sunday, as it looks to defend 
its Ivy crown from last spring.

alyson goulden / staff photographer
STEADY PRESENCE  |  Senior Mihai Nichifor performed well, winning all his matches this past weekend.

Men’s tennis stunned at Yale, 11-match-win streak snapped
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like pros at 
CBC show

form—with a dramatic sen-
sibility, which felt neither 
sentimental nor artificial-
ly imposed. In “Five Songs 
for Piano,” a piece for five 
dancers choreographed to 
Mendelssohn’s “Lieder ohne 
Worte,” she evoked opposing 
sentiments while using visu-
ally similar positions. In one 
solo variation, for example, 
dancer Victoria North’s ara-
besque was lyrical and expan-
sive. Later, the dancers echoed 
the shape of this line with their 
arms, but the effect was entire-
ly different—shortened, abor-
tive, confined. LeCrone has a 
finely tuned sense of structure 
and pacing, deftly interspers-
ing quieter moments with busy 
ones and repeating images just 
often enough that they play 
only at the corner of audience 
members’ minds.

Yet LeCrone went beyond 
these formal elements and 
brought dramatic intensity to 
her piece with subtly arrest-
ing movements—a dancer’s 
arms tucked in at her sides 
and unfolding at the elbow 
as she glances behind, a palm 
that turns over to press into 
the floor, a hand flitting from 
stomach to back in agitation. 
Moments like these, along 
with the piece’s sophisticated 
costumes and use of light—
particularly softly illuminat-
ed grays—made “Five Songs” 
worth seeing.

John-Mark Owen’s “Ah, Mio 
Cor” and Monique Meunier’s 
“Solid Ground” completed 
the evening’s program. In 
Owen’s ballet, choreographed 
to Handel’s “Alcina,” the five 
women wore backless shirts 
with high, ruffled collars and 
seemed to imitate opera divas 
as they danced on a dark stage.

“Solid Ground” lacked the 
dramatic subtlety of LeCrone’s 
piece. It featured a dichotomy 
between a traditionally beau-
tiful dancer in pointe shoes 
(North) and a woman danc-
ing closer to the ground (the 
wonderful Elysia Dawn). Some 
of the choreography was strik-
ing—particularly Jen Barrer-
Gall’s percussive solo—and the 
dancers effectively brought out 
the nuances of the movements.

The dancers of CBC are 
highly accomplished, and it was 
exciting to see them perform 
the works of largely equally tal-
ented choreographers.

DANCERS from page 3
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scored in each of the game’s 
seven innings, and only scored 
less than three runs in an in-
ning once on their way to a 
24-1 victory. 

Initially, the Light Blue put 
three runs on the board off the 
bat of Ferraresi, who posted a 
three-run homer in his first at-
bat of the day. 

Three more points were 
added to the tally in the sec-
ond, and another three in the 
third when Columbia had yet 
another three-run homer—this 
time off the bat of Banos. 

Harvard, who was up to this 
point hitless, finally put up a 
run in the bottom of the third.

The Lions countered with a 
four run fourth and a six run 
fifth.

The sixth inning was the 
calmest of all as the Light Blue 

only increased their lead by 
one, when Pizzano scored on 
a fielding error at second base. 

The final four runs were 
scored in the top of the seventh 
with a grand slam by Pizzano. 

In the 24-1 slugfest the 
Lions recorded 24 hits of their 
own—eight of which went to 
Pizzano. Pizzano, who is bat-
ting .682 in his last six games, 
recorded eight RBI and scored 
seven times himself. 

The second game’s final 
score was a more mild 7-4, 
but the Lions still came out on 
top, posting a solid 15 hits over 
nine innings. 

The Crimson drew first 
blood in the bottom of the first, 
scoring three runs in as many 
hits with starter Stefan Olson 
on the mound. 

Harvard posted another run 
in the third, and it wasn’t until 
the top of the sixth before the 

Lions could shrink the gap to 
two to make the score 4-2. The 
pair of runs came off the bat of 
Pizzano, who clobbered yet an-
other home run while Ferraresi 
was on base. 

The Lions moved forward in 
the top of the seventh and took 
the lead with three runs before 
shutting it down in the ninth 
with another two. The RBI from 
the seventh went to Cox and 
Ferraresi–who had two–with 
a double to right center. In the 
top of the ninth Forthun singled 
through the left side to bring 
around Ferrera and Pizzano.

With the three wins, the 
Lions reach over .500 with an 
overall record of 15-13, 6-2 in 
the Ivy League. 

Ancient Eight competition 
continues next weekend for the 
Light Blue, with a pair of dou-
bleheaders against Princeton at 
home on Robertson Field.

Pizzano batting .682 over last six games

BY CHRISTOPHER BROWN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia softball team 
(8-20, 1-7 Ivy) suffered four road 
losses against Ivy League oppo-
nents Dartmouth (6-18, 5-3 Ivy) 
and Harvard (14-16, 6-2 Ivy) over 
the weekend.

The Big Green scored two quick 
runs in the bottom of the first when 
Hillary Hubert hit a two-run hom-
er with one out. Dartmouth scored 
four more runs off of four hits and 
a Columbia error in the second, 
but the Lions began to rally from 
the six-run deficit in the fourth. 
Jennifer Bergeron drew a leadoff 
walk and came home on Dani 
Pineda’s triple. Kayla Lechler fol-
lowed with a single to bring Pineda 
home, and Stephanie Yagi’s two-
out hit brought Lechler home to 
cut the deficit to three. 

The Lions scored again in the 
fifth inning, with Anne Marie Skylis 
scoring off a Dartmouth throwing 
error. But Skylis was the only run-
ner to reach base in the final two 
innings with her one-out single in 
the seventh inning, and Columbia 

lost 6-4. Maureen O’Kane threw six 
innings, allowing three earned runs 
and four walks in the loss.

The second game featured a 
combined 23 runs and 26 hits as 
both teams tore the cover off the 
ball. Dartmouth scored four runs 
in the second inning, but the Lions 
answered with four runs of their 
own in the top of the third. Skylis 
led off the inning with a double, and 
scored on Pineda’s one-out single 
after Bergeron reached on an er-
ror. Lechler hit a two-run single, 
and Yagi hit another two-out RBI 

to tie the game. The Big Green of-
fense answered in the fourth inning 
with four more runs and held on to 
win 14-9.

Against Harvard, Columbia 
suffered its seventh shutout of the 
season in a 3-0 loss as Crimson 
right-hander Rachel Brown re-
corded her second shutout of the 
season. O’Kane managed to keep 
Harvard off the scoreboard until 
the sixth, where she allowed con-
secutive singles to start the inning. 
Jessica Rakonza came in for relief 
and allowed a bunt single to load the 
bases for Stephanie Krysiak’s two-
RBI base hit. 

In the second game of the 
doubleheader, Harvard took 
an early 2-0 lead in the second 
inning on an error charged to 
Alison Lam. Columbia managed 
to score a run in the fourth in-
ning—Yagi was brought home 
when Bergeron reached base on 
a fielder’s choice with the bases 
loaded—but the Lions did not 
score again in the 2-1 loss.

Columbia faces Fairleigh 
Dickinson on the road in a double-
header this Tuesday, April 13.

jenny hsu / senior staff photographer
STRIKE  |  The Light Blue batters have struggled so far this season, and have been shutout seven times this year.

Softball swept by Dartmouth, Harvard

BY LAUREN SEAMAN
Spectator Staff Writer

The women’s tennis team 
had a tough weekend, extend-
ing its losing streak to five 
with losses to Brown and Yale. 
Facing two ranked opponents, 
the Lions anticipated tough 
competition from the start. 
Playing a match closer than the 
score indicates, the Light Blue 
women dropped a tough 5-2 
match to No. 66 Brown. That 
loss was followed by a 6-1 de-
feat by No. 40 Yale. This week-
end’s losses lower the Lions’ 
record to 9-12 overall, and 0-5 
in the Ivy League.

Despite the overall loss, the 
Lions showcased some impres-
sive skill against the Bears. 
Columbia started the match on 
the right foot by clinching the 
doubles point. All three dou-
bles matches maintained close 
scores throughout. Ultimately, 
the Lions took wins at No. 3 
and No. 1 doubles. Freshman 
Katarina Kovacevic and junior 
Natasha Makarova claimed the 
first win at No.3, 8-5. Then, 
just as the No. 2 pair of Eliza 
Matache and Chelsea Davis fell 
8-6 in a hard-fought match, 
freshman Nicole Bartnik and 

senior co-captain Carling 
Donovan secured the doubles 
point for the Lions, winning 
their match 8-5.

With an early lead, the Lions 
gained momentum to play a 
high-energy match. Brown 
handed Columbia a fair share 
of competition with Bears 
players Marisa Schonfeld and 
Cassandra Herzberg quickly 
wiping Matache and Makarova 
off the court. The two were 
swept in straight sets, as 
Matache fell at No. 5, 6-2, 6-0, 
and Makarova was blanked at 
No. 2, 6-0, 6-0. 

The remaining Lions did not 
fall so easily. Displaying incred-
ible endurance, the Lions played 
long points in nearly every 
match. And with half of the sin-
gles matches going to three sets, 
Columbia put up a tough fight.

Kovacevic played a long and 
close match at No. 4 but was de-
feated in straight sets 7-6, 6-4. 
Bartnik fell in the first set, 6-4, 

but rallied back in the second set 
to blank Bianca Aboubakare 6-0. 
But the freshman was unable to 
maintain momentum, and she 
fell in the third set, 6-2, giving 
the Bears the winning point.

Columbia battled until the 
end. After the team knew it had 
lost, two remaining Lions fought 
for points. At No. 3, Davis was 
hashing out a tie-break set with 
Misia Krasowski. After a first-set 
loss of 6-4, Davis rallied back to 
win her second set, 6-2. In the 
third set, the two went 5-5 before 
a tie-break was decided. There, 
Davis continued to play a close 
match but lost 8-6.

Columbia’s second and last 
point of the day came from 
Donovan who won her first set 
at No. 6, 6-3, but fell in a close 
second set, 6-7. Claiming the 
lone win of the day, Donovan 
rallied back in the tie-break set 
with a 1-1(7-3) win to conclude 
the match with a 5-2 result.

The second match of the 
weekend was equally difficult 
for Columbia. Facing No. 40 
Yale was going to be difficult for 
the Lions from the start. And 
with No. 1 Bartnik absent from 
singles play, the adjustments to 
the ladder made the match even 
more challenging.

Sweeping the Lions in all 
three doubles spots, the Bulldogs 
took an early lead. Yale contin-
ued its momentum as the team 
blanked No. 3, 5, and 6 singles. 
At No. 3, Kovacevic fell in the No. 
3 spot to Jessica Rhee, 6-2, 6-2, 
while freshman Diana Shapoval 
and junior Natalia Christenson 
were swept 6-0, 6-0 in the No. 5 
and 6 spots.

The remaining matches were 
closer contests. Earning the lone 
point of the day, Matache re-
covered from the previous day’s 
6-0, 6-0 defeat, to crush her 
Yale opponent 6-4, 7-6(3). No. 1 
Makarova battled a close first set, 
but was unable to top her oppo-
nent, losing to Vicky Brook, 7-5, 
6-0. At No. 2, Davis played a close 
match similar to her match from 
the previous day. Davis took her 
opponent Stephanie Kent to a su-
per tie-break, but eventually fell 
6-7(5), 7-5, 10-3.

With two more Ivy rivals to 
go, the Lions prepare for their last 
week of competition. Hoping to 
go out with a bang, Columbia 
hosts Penn in its last home match 
of the season on, Friday, April 
16 at 2 p.m. The following day, 
Columbia treks to Princeton to 
face the Ivy undefeated Tigers on 
Sunday, April 18.

jack zietman / staff photographer
RETURN |  The Lions look to regain their form from earlier in the season.

CU women’s tennis drops weekend matches to No. 66 Brown, No. 40 Yale

BY JULIA GARRISON
Spectator Staff Writer

In its match last Saturday, the 
women’s lacrosse team fell to 
Brown 14-12 on its home field.

The Bears opened up the game 
with four unanswered goals before 
senior Megan Donovan scored for 
the Lions. Brown continued its 
scoring, hitting two more goals 
to grab an early 6-1 lead. At this 
point, Columbia started to gain 
momentum, with goals by fresh-
men Olivia Mann and Kacie 
Johnson bringing the score within 
three. However, Brown respond-
ed with three more goals before 
Donovan and Johnson put a pair 
of shots in for the Lions. Brown 

responded again with two goals 
to close out the half ahead 11-6.

The Lions started the second 
half strong, with Johnson and 
senior Brittany Shannon scoring 
the first two goals. The Lions also 
scored two of the next three goals, 
with Caroline Seery scoring her 
first collegiate goal and Gabrielle 
Geronimos scoring the other, 
bringing the score to within two 
with 18 minutes remaining.

Competition became intense 
at the end of the second half, with 
two of Brown’s players getting sent 
off with yellow cards, forcing the 

Bears to play down by two play-
ers. However, Brown pulled ahead 
again by scoring a pair of goals be-
fore Taylor Gattinella put in a free-
position shot for the Lions to cut 
the lead to two again.

From there, the Bears stalled 
for the remainder of the game, 
holding possession of the ball on 
offense and the lead over the Lions 
until time ran out.

With the loss against Brown, 
Columbia fell to 4-6, 0-5 Ivy, while 
Brown improved to 6-4. 

The Lions will have two chanc-
es this week to improve their re-
cord, hitting the road to play 
Quinnipiac on Wednesday, April 
14 and Ancient Eight rival Yale on 
Saturday, April 17.

shivina harjani / staff photographer
SWEEPING FORWARD  |  Attackman Gabrielle Geronimos gains a step on the opposition on her way to the goal.

Second-half Lions rally comes up short
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It doesn’t 
matter 
where you 

fly from—if 
you’re arriv-
ing in Dallas/
Fort Worth 
International 
Airport, you 
can see Texas 
Stadium. Or at 
least, you used 
to be able to.  

Yesterday, over a year after the 
Dallas Cowboys had their final 
game in the iconic stadium, Jerry 
Jones and thousands of Dallas-area 
residents were on hand to see it 
demolished. 

The Cowboys have some new 
digs—a state-of-the-art stadium 
that’s more like a country club than 
a football stadium—and a replay 
screen the size of a small country. 

Still, watching the video of Texas 
stadium crumbling was like watch-
ing my childhood disappear. 

Growing up in Dallas in the ’90s 
meant staying up late on Sunday 
and Monday nights to watch the 
Cowboys. It meant you picked 
up T-shirts and sweatshirts with 
“BACK TO BACK” written on 
them for the whole family at the 
checkout line of the grocery store.

Cowboy fever is a tame term 
for the euphoria Dallas felt as the 
Cowboys started their short-lived 
dynasty.

I was six when the Cowboys 
won their third Super Bowl in four 
years, and the next day, it was all 
anyone in my class could talk about. 
The boys used to pretend to be 
Troy Aikman, Michael Irvin, and 
Emmitt Smith at recess, and little 
girls dressed up as Dallas Cowboy 
cheerleaders for Halloween. 

The Cowboys were on top of the 
world, and so were we. “How ’bout 
them Cowboys?” started every con-
versation. We were America’s Team, 
and we were damn good.  

And with the Cowboys came 
Texas Stadium. The hole in the 
roof of the stadium created leg-
endary shadows, and made the 
passage of time seem like some-
thing concrete. It wasn’t so much 
the clock, but the shadows eating 
away yardage that made you yell 
at the Boys to hurry up if they 
were behind. 

Five banners hung from the raf-
ters boasting the words “WORLD 
CHAMPIONS” followed by the 
year: 1972, 1978, 1992, 1993, 
1995. Texas Stadium saw Emmitt 
Smith break Walter Payton’s all-
time rushing record. Brett Favre 
never won there. And when Terrell 
Owens played for the 49ers, he 
got blown up when he tried to cel-
ebrate a touchdown on the famed 
50-yard line star. 

That stadium also saw the 
lowest years for the Cowboys, 
when the Cowboys of the ’90s 
had their own personal implo-
sion as the White House story 
broke (a house near the training 
facilities where players would 
hire prostitutes and do drugs 
after practice), and when the 
revolving door at quarterback 
spun faster than the swings at 
Six Flags. Five different quarter-
backs started between the 2001 
and 2002 seasons. After the 2001 
season, the Cowboys’ merchan-
dising office refused to sell jer-
seys of quarterbacks unless they 
had played an entire season. 

The stadium opened in 
1971, and only housed 65,675 
people. For an NFL franchise, 
the stadium was too small. 
That’s fair. But when you were 
there, the noise level reached 
decibels I haven’t heard at Jerry 
World. The parking lot of Texas 
Stadium was almost a city unto 
itself. Tailgating doesn’t do 
justice to the custom TVs, lawn 
chairs, and grills that peppered 
the stadium lots.

Jerry World is great. I’ve gone to 
two games there and still can’t get 
over the fountains, the Kobe burg-
ers, or the Godzillatron. 

But even though there’s still a blue 
star at the 50-yard line, and a new 
stretch of highway named after Tom 
Landry, Jerry World has a long way 
to go before it can compete with the 
memories of Texas Stadium.

Holly MacDonald is a Barnard 
College senior majoring in history 

and English.
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com

Cowboys 
stadium 
nostalgia

Head coach Joe Jones departs after seven seasons
Jones accepts offer from ex-Cornell coach Donahue to join Boston College staff

jasper l. clyatt / senior staff photographer
THANK YOU  |  Coach Jones has left Columbia for a position on Boston College’s coaching staff. Jones inherited a program that was 0-14 before his arrival and amassed a 39-59 Ivy record.
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BY VICTORIA JONES
Spectator Staff Writer

This weekend was a success-
ful one for Columbia’s baseball 
team. The Lions had a pair of 
doubleheaders—facing off 
against Dartmouth, the reign-
ing Ivy League champs, and 
Harvard—and won three of 
the four matchups, including 
a 24-1 win over Harvard. 

The competition began on 
Saturday, as the Lions defeated 
Dartmouth 5-2. The Light Blue 
and the Big Green remained 
scoreless through the first two 
innings, but Columbia put 
the first run up on the board 
in the top of the third. Dean 
Forthun knocked one down 
the left field line for a double, 
and Jason Banos followed up 
with a single to put men on the 
corners. Nick Crucet drove in 
Banos and collected an RBI by 
flying out to center field. 

The Big Green didn’t let the 
Lions keep their lead for long, 
as they came back in the bot-
tom of the inning to tie it up 
off of a sacrifice fly. 

The top of the fourth saw 
the Light Blue take the lead 
again, as Nick Cox led off 
the inning with a double. 
Cox advanced to third when 
Alexander Aurrichio ground-
ed out and then stole home to 
put the Lions back on top. With 
the bases empty, Dario Pizzano 
stepped up the to the plate and 
smacked out of the park for a 

solo home run. 
Dartmouth’s next at bat 

failed to put any runs, or even 
any hits, on the board, allowing 
Columbia to increase it’s lead 
in the top of the fifth. Banos 
singled to get himself on base 
and then advanced off the bat 
of Crucet, before making it all 
the way around the diamond 
when Cox singled to left field. 

The score remained 4-1 un-
til the bottom of the sixth and 
top of the seventh when the Big 
Green and the Light Blue each 
posted another run. 

Dartmouth was unable to 
put together a rally in the bot-
tom of the seventh,  as Geoff 
Whitaker came in and record-
ed his first save of the season, 
and so the first game ended 
with the Lions ahead 5-2. 

The second game began 
similarly with a scoreless first 
inning. Both teams put up one 
run in the second inning—for 

the Lions, sophomore Jon 
Eisen brought around the RBI. 

The Lions took a significant 
lead in the top of the fourth 
when they posted three runs 
to go ahead 4-1. Alex Ferrera 
began the inning with a lead off 
single to right center. Forthun 
then singled through the left 
side to give Ferrera two bases. 
Ferrera took home on a passed 
ball that advanced Forthun to 
second. After Alex Godshall 
was walked, Eisen came up to 
the plate and laid down a bunt 
that landed him on first base 
and moved Godshall to second 
and Forthun to third. Later 
that inning Cox reached first 
and brought around Eisen and 
Godshall on a throwing error. 

The Big Green struck back 
with one run in the bottom of 
the fourth, but it was the fifth 
inning that killed the Light 
Blue as Dartmouth scored five 
runs on only three hits to take 
the lead 7-4. Tim Giel, who had 
started the game for Columbia, 
retired one out into the fifth 
inning and Harrison Slutsky 
filled in, pitching the remain-
ing innings. 

The Lions were all out of 
runs but the Big Green man-
aged to post two more in the 
top of the eighth to achieve the 
final score of 9-4. 

The story was very different 
in Cambridge when Columbia 
took on Harvard. The Lions 

jose giralt / staff photographer
FLYING  |  CU’s 24-1 victory was its largest margin of victory since 1932.

Lions throttle Crimson 24-1 in highest scoring CU showing since 1995
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atmosphere of the program, is one of the 
biggest things he’s built while he’s been 
here,” senior point guard Patrick Foley 
said. “Just in terms of bringing alumni 
back and getting them to care about the 
program again, improving the facilities, 
our locker room, our team room, just re-
ally building a culture of Columbia bas-
ketball that was pretty much nonexistent 
before he got here.”

The family atmosphere that Jones cre-
ated helped him bring in talented recruits, 
something he always excelled at.

“Coach Jones was my man,” Agho said. 
“He was the reason why I came here and 
the reason why I stayed here.”

Agho finished fifth in the league in 
scoring this year with 16.3 points per 
game, in addition to leading the nation 
in 3-point shooting percentage for a large 
portion of the season.

Freshman point guard Brian Barbour 
echoed Agho, explaining that the care 
Jones showed for his players is what at-
tracted him to Columbia.

“I came here for him,” Barbour said. 
“He brought me in and he always cared for 
me and looked out for me, with whatever I 
needed … both on and off the court.”

In addition to his ability to recruit tal-
ent, Jones also had a strong passion for the 

game and an impressive work ethic that he 
was able to instill in his players.

“I thought he was a tremendous coach,” 
freshman forward John Daniels said. “He’s 
very passionate about the game, and I 
think that made it easier for me to give it 
my all every time out.”

“Coach Jones is probably one of the 
more hardworking, dedicated coaches 
that I’ve ever been around,” Foley said. 
“The guy basically lives in his office. …His 
wife probably gets mad at him quite a bit 
because he’s here breaking down film.”

Though Jones did a lot for the pro-
gram in his seven-year tenure, the focus 
is on the future. The Columbia athletic 
department has already begun its search 
for the next head coach of the men’s bas-
ketball program.

“The program’s only going to go for-
ward from here, because being the great, 
quality guy he was, that’s the kind of play-
ers he brought in,” Barbour said. “Those 
players are still in the system and I know 
Jones is going to want us to have a good 
quality coach, too, and same with Diane 
Murphy, and they’re going to get us that 
… The players we have on the team aren’t 
going to allow it to go in any other direc-
tion. I mean we have too good of guys on 
and off the court for it to regress at all.”

Jones definitely built a solid foundation 
for a successful program, finishing at .500 

in the Ancient Eight in three of the past 
four seasons, but Columbia is still search-
ing for its first winning conference season 
since the 1992-1993 season.

“I mean obviously there’s still room 
for improvement,” Foley said. “Hope-
fully it can only go up from here, but I 
think the legacy he’s left behind in terms 
of … building that culture and that fam-
ily, I think he’s got the support form the 
right kind of people here in terms of 
athletic directors, administrators, alum-
ni, and all that. If the next coach can 
come in and kind of continue to bring 
in the kind of people coach [Jones] has 
brought in in the past, I think the only 
place to go is up.”

The athletic department will most like-
ly look to bring in a coach with a similar 
philosophy to Jones’.

“We just want a guy who’s there for 
us, who has our backs, and we have his,” 
Barbour said. “I think they’re going to do 
a good job in the search, and we’re go-
ing to find someone, I have no doubt in 
my mind. I’m hoping—or not hoping—I 
know it will be a good guy who looks after 
us and actually respects us.”

“I don’t know if you can find another 
personality like coach Jones because he’s 
pretty unique, but if you can just find 
someone who has the passion for the game 
that he has I think they’ll be tremendously 

successful,” Foley said.
While the team waits for a new head 

coach, assistant coach Damien Strahorn 
has taken over the organization of work-
outs, trying to ease the transition between 
the Jones era and the future.

“The guy in charge now, Damien, who 
was our assistant before is doing a great 
job,” Agho said. “He has organized us and 
continued workouts as usual. Obviously, 
there’s a transition, but we still honor and 
respect the assistants that are still around 
so we handle business as usual, and I’m 
sure that’s what Coach Jones would want 
us to do.”
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Before and after Joe Jones
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