
BY CASEY TOLAN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A Jewish Home Lifecare 
spokesperson responded 
Monday to criticism of the or-
ganization’s plan to build a 
20-story nursing home on the 
Upper West Side, days after the 
state Supreme Court temporar-
ily halted the plan.

Jewish Home wants to move 
from its current location, on 
106th Street between Amsterdam 
and Columbus avenues, to a new 
site on 97th Street between 
Amsterdam and Columbus ave-
nues—a parking lot in the middle 
of the Park West Village housing 
complex. But in an injunction last 
week, the state Supreme Court 
maintained that the Park West 
residents were guaranteed the 
parking area, meaning Jewish 
Home will need to get approval 
from a state agency before mov-
ing ahead.

The Jewish Home spokes-
person, Ethan Geto, CC ’65, told 
Spectator that the organization 
is figuring out how to respond to 
the injunction.

“Jewish Home is reviewing its 
legal options in the litigation, but 
in any case is committed and de-
termined to move forward with 
our plans to build on the 97th 
Street site,” Geto said. “I can’t 
say any more on the specifics 
of the legalities—the judgment 
just came down and has to be 
evaluated.”

Some locals have argued that 
the Jewish Home building’s 
height will be detrimental to its 
elderly residents, which Geto 
called a “terribly uninformed 
criticism,” pointing out that many 
hospitals are just as high.

“In Jewish Home’s present 
campus, there’s not one resident 
who lives on the ground floor,” 
he said. “Some of our build-
ings go as high as seven floors ... 
they’re all using elevators to get 
downstairs.”

Furthermore, Geto said, hos-
pital patients are often less am-
bulatory than nursing home 
residents, and many hospitals 
are still high-rises. The elevators 
in Jewish Home’s new building 
would be fast and modern, he 
added.

Some critics, though, have said 
that Jewish Home’s new build-
ing would be the highest nursing 
home in the country. Geto said 
that “the height is irrelevant.”

“Let’s say for argument’s sake 
it’s the tallest nursing home,” he 
said. “It’s also going to be the 
most progressive, the most mod-
ern nursing home that’s being 
built in an urban environment 
with a unionized workforce.”

But Catherine Unsino, a Park 
West Village tenant and nursing 
home reform advocate who has 
been outspoken on the issue, said 
she wasn’t convinced.

“There are some hospitals, of 
course, that are high, but people 
in hospitals are there for a short 
stay,” she said. “They’re not 
spending their lives in a hospital.”

And needing to take an el-
evator would be a major incon-
venience for some residents, 
she said.

“When a person is in a wheel-
chair or has a walker, and if 
they’re frail, if you’re up many 
stories it can be hard to get 
downstairs even with an eleva-
tor,” she said. “It’s a problem in 
every nursing home, and none of 
them are 20 stories—it’s just un-
heard of.”

Unsino, who has been a con-
sultant for nursing homes across 
the country, said that she recent-
ly participated in a webinar with 
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BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The West Harlem 
Development Corporation has 
hired an executive director to de-
vise a long-term plan to dole out 
the $76 million that Columbia 
promised Manhattanville.

The WHDC announced on 
Monday that Kofi Boateng, the 
founder and chief executive offi-
cer of Traders International and 
the former chief operating offi-
cer of the World Trade Center 
Association, would serve as its 
executive director. It’s a signifi-
cant logistical step for the de-
velopment corporation, which 
has taken heat from politicians 
and locals for its delayed start 
in allocating the money that 
the University is giving West 
Harlem in the wake of its cam-
pus expansion.

“I’m thrilled to be a part 
of the West Harlem Local 
Development Corporation—an 
organization that will make a 
huge difference for the people of 
Harlem for many years to come,” 
Boateng said in a statement.

“Mr. Boateng’s vast experi-
ence and proven track record 
of managing large non-profit 

BY MILES JOHNSON
Spectator Staff Writer 

Residents of 3333 Broadway 
and the building’s management 
company moved one step closer 
to resolving concerns over a new 
security plan last week.

The new security system—
which is in the process of be-
ing implemented by the man-
agement company, Urban 
American—requires tenants to 
swipe into the housing complex 
using special identification cards 
containing their pictures and 
other personal information, in-
cluding which of the complex’s 
five towers they live in.

The building’s Tenants’ 
Association and representa-
tives from Urban American 
met to discuss the security 
plans for the first time on 
Wednesday, following sever-
al months of tension. At the 
meeting, Tenants’ Association 
President Alicia Barksdale said 
that a lack of communication 
between management and ten-
ants has prevented a resolution 
to the conflict.

“Tenants are very angry or 
upset with management, be-
cause this is the first time they’ve 

met with us,” Barksdale said in 
an interview.

Doryne Isley, a portfolio man-
ager for Urban American who 
attended the meeting, declined 
to comment. But Brian Moriarty, 
a spokesperson for Urban 
American, said on Monday that 
the company is working to im-
prove communication with 
building residents.

“Moving forward, we will 
communicate directly with res-
idents as well, since it appears 
the Tenants’ Association has 

not been providing them with 
the updates and information,” 
Moriarty said in an email.

The 35-story, 1,200-unit 
housing complex is located 
on 133rd Street, where it over-
looks the site of Columbia’s 
Manhattanville expansion proj-
ect. Last spring, Columbia pro-
vided free air conditioning units 
to residents with windows fac-
ing the construction site, so that 
they could keep their windows 

BY YASMIN GAGNE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

School of International and 
Public Affairs professor José 
Antonio Ocampo will be inter-
viewed today for the presiden-
cy of the World Bank, although 
he faces steep competition for 
the job.

Ocampo, a former Colombian 

finance minister who now 
teaches global economics at 
SIPA, was nominated for pres-
ident of the World Bank by 
Brazil on behalf of several de-
veloping nations. Developing 
nations have been seeking to 
challenge United States and 
European dominance of the 
World Bank, and Ocampo said 
that these nations “asked for 

CVs of candidates to choose 
who they thought were cred-
ible to represent developing 
countries.”

“That’s why I got involved. 
I was asked to send my CV,” 
Ocampo told Spectator. “I was 
very skeptical.”

The United States nominated 
Dartmouth College President 
Jim Yong Kim for World Bank 

president, and South Africa 
nominated Nigerian Finance 
Minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
also on behalf of several devel-
oping nations. 

Ocampo has also served 
as Colombia’s minister of ag-
riculture and rural develop-
ment, as the United Nations’ 

M’ville 
group
appoints 
director
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SECURITY CONCERNS  |  Residents of 3333 Broadway met with 
building management over concerns about a new security system.
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This week, students will get an extra 
dose of local music—and free food—
in anticipation of Bacchanal through 
Postcrypt and Live at Lerner.

Music collab. brings 
new artists daily

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
Jose Antonio Vargas shares his 
experiences as an undocumented 
immigrant.

106 Jerome Greene Hall, 6 p.m.

The Light Blue will attempt to defeat 
St. John’s for the first time in nine 
years before beginning divisional 
play against Cornell.

Baseball faces St. 
John’s in Queens
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to injunction

Define ‘American’
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Po Linn Chia says studying abroad 
teaches more than just culture.

Cross-cultural affairs

Kathryn Brill says the best time to 
prioritize friendships is now.

Seize the daylight

“What we have 
here is a failure 
to communicate 
between tenants 
and management.”

—Alicia Barksdale,
Tenants’ Association 

president

NYC health commissioner talks 
public health policy on campus

BY EMILY NEIL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

New York City’s top health 
official visited a Columbia 
classroom yesterday to dis-
cuss the city’s past and pres-
ent public health issues.

Health Commissioner 
Thomas Farley told the 
Fundamentals of Global Health 
class, taught by Mailman 
School of Public Health pro-
fessors Alastair Ager and 
Marni Sommer, that he wanted 
to “talk about the way in which 
we think about public health 
in New York City.”

“I’m biased in this, but I 
think it is a way which can help 
around the globe,” he said.

Farley walked the class 
through the history of public 
health in New York, describing 
the shift from infectious dis-
eases, which were the leading 
causes of death in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, to chron-
ic diseases, such as heart dis-
ease and lung cancer, which 
are now the leading causes of 
death throughout the country.

Farley cited smoking, obe-
sity, high blood pressure, alco-
hol use, and physical inactivity 
as a few of the most important 
individual risk factors for 
those diseases, saying they are 
the “key things we want to be 
focusing on.”

“These are our priority 
health problems—or to put it 
this way, my to-do list as pub-
lic health commissioner of 
New York City,” he said.

Farley said that in order to 
combat modern chronic dis-
eases, which are rooted in par-
ticular behaviors like smok-
ing and bad eating habits, it is 
necessary to look to the “so-
lution of the era of infectious 

diseases and epidemics.” 
The solutions in that era, 

Farley said, were based in en-
vironmental changes. Those 
solutions included more san-
itary workplaces and living 
spaces, and an increased ef-
fort to make safe water, safe 
food, and solid waste disposal 
available throughout the city.

Farley cited recent legal 
efforts and social media mes-
saging by the city’s Health 
Commission—aimed at reduc-
ing smoking and unhealthy 
eating—as similarly con-
crete environmental changes 
that will impact individuals’ 
behaviors.

Farley asked students in the 
class to discuss smoking and 
obesity, as well as ethical is-
sues related to public health, 
choosing students at random 
from the class roster to answer 
questions.

He also answered stu-
dents’ questions about local 
health issues. In response to 
a question about a proposed 
campus-wide smoking ban at 
Columbia, Farley said that he 
would favor such a ban over 
the current policy, which 

SEE HEALTH, page 2

“I was glad to know 
that everything I’ve 
learned is being 
applied for the 
greater good.”

—Kainee Aguilar, CC ’15

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER   

FOCUS AND DRIVE  |  Freshman Winston Lin’s on-court mentality has led him to a 17-1 record this season. SEE BACK PAGE.
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ongoing health 
issues in U.S.

closed during the summer. 
Barksdale believes that, given 

crime levels, Urban American 
“felt insecure” about its invest-
ment in the building, leading 
to the new security measures. 
According to Urban American’s 
general counsel, Josh Eisenberg, 
there have been 55 arrests in 
the immediate vicinity of the 

building in the last year. 
Many tenants have expressed 

their dissatisfaction with the 
new identification card system, 
calling it a violation of their 
rights as tenants. 

“What we have here is a fail-
ure to communicate between 
tenants and management,” 
Barksdale said.

The next meeting between 
the two parties is scheduled 

for April 18.  At the meeting, 
which Barksdale said Isley and 
Eisenberg would be invited to, 
the Tenants’ Association will 
survey residents on their opin-
ions of the new security system.

“Hopefully, management 
could be trustworthy and keep 
their promise to work it out with 
us,” Barksdale said.

miles.johnson
@columbiaspectator.com

organizations will go a long 
way to secure WHLDC’s role 
in providing services to the 
West Harlem community,” 
Development Corporation 
Chair Donald Notice said in a 
statement.

According to development 
corporation spokesperson 
Juanita Scarlett, Boateng will 
evaluate community projects 
for funding and come up with 
a strategy for the implementa-
tion of the Community Benefits 
Agreement, which was finalized 
in 2009.

Juan Rosa, a member of the 
development corporation’s 
board, said that Boateng was 
the best-qualified of four can-
didates for executive director. 
Rosa said that the board judged 
candidates based on their expe-
rience in leading nonprofits and 
implementing plans, as well as 
their knowledge of the CBA.

“Everyone who we inter-
viewed read through it [the 
Community Benefits Agreement] 
and skimmed the newspapers 
about it, but some people just 
read the newspaper articles,” 
Rosa said. “He [Boateng] came 
prepared with a plan for imple-
mentation and a plan for his role 
in one or two years. He knows 
what he needs to do coming in. 
He came prepared to carry out 
his duties.”

Rosa added that the fact that 
Boateng is trilingual—he speaks 
English, Spanish, and French—
helped him stand out.

“He has more than 15 years of 
experience in the financial and 

nonprofit sectors, which will 
be a tremendous asset to the 
WHLDC,” Scarlett said. 

Columbia officials also wel-
comed Boateng’s appointment. 

“Columbia has been and re-
mains committed to fulfilling 
its obligations under the CBA 
so that West Harlem continues 
to benefit from the University’s 
long-term investment in our 
local community,” University 
spokesperson Victoria Benitez 
said.

In the CBA, Columbia agreed 
to set aside $76 million for hous-
ing, education, and job initiatives 
in Harlem over a 15-year period. 
As of last month, the WHDC had 
received $3.55 million.

Even though the CBA was 
signed in 2009, the develop-
ment corporation did not cre-
ate a website until December 
of last year, and it did not ac-
quire an office until this month. 
In December, Community 
Board 9—which represents 
West Harlem—passed a resolu-
tion setting a March deadline 
for the group to adopt bylaws 
and devise a plan to distribute 
Columbia’s money.

That deadline has passed, 
but some still saw Boateng’s ap-
pointment as progress. Vince 
Morgan—a candidate for Rep. 
Charles Rangel’s congressional 
seat, and an outspoken critic of 
the development corporation—
said that Boateng’s appointment 
was “a step in the right direc-
tion,” although he added that he 
would like to see more transpar-
ency in the organization’s selec-
tion of board members.

“From my understanding, 

they’re growing the board, and 
I hope that they’ll grow the 
board with qualified individu-
als,” Morgan said. “We can’t con-
tinue to have the board run by a 
small group of political insiders.”

Four members of the corpo-
ration’s board represent elected 
officials, including Rosa, who is 
City Council Member Robert 
Jackson’s special assistant for 
Latino and LGBT affairs.

Rosa said that the devel-
opment corporation has ac-
quired an office space on 127th 
Street between Amsterdam and 
Convent avenues, and that it 
is getting ready to relaunch its 
website and adopt a mechanism 
to accept requests for grants.

The next steps for the or-
ganization include a process 
overseen by the state attorney 
general’s office that will offi-
cially register the WHDC, the 
WHLDC’s successor, as a non-
profit. Once that happens, the 
WHLDC will be dissolved and 
the WHDC will take over the 
task of implementing the CBA. 

The two organizations in-
clude many, but not all, of the 
same members. 

“We really want to abstain 
from giving any more grants as 
the WHLDC, because we re-
ally want to show how strong 
the new board is and that it’s 
empowered to give grants,” 
Rosa said. “I am happy with our 
pace. We could do more public 
outreach, but that will be done 
more consistently and system-
atically with the new executive 
director.” 

jillian.kumagai
@columbiaspectator.com

nursing home advocates, and that 
when she mentioned the 20-sto-
ry nursing home plan, “there was 
shock.”

“The height was something 
that people couldn’t fathom,” 
she said.

Geto also responded to con-
cerns about increased traffic on 
97th Street.

“Peoples’ trepidations about 
new traffic on the street are mis-
placed,” he said. “They may think 
this is like a hospital, but it isn’t—
very few ambulance trips will be 
generated from or to the nursing 
home.”

According to Geto, the largest 
source of traffic at Jewish Home’s 
106th Street site is ambulettes, 
vehicles designed to transport 
handicapped people. Eight am-
bulettes bring people from their 
homes to Jewish Home for an 
adult daycare program, and once 
the move to 97th Street is com-
plete, the program will be moved 
to somewhere else on the Upper 
West Side.

Furthermore, a large off-street 
driveway will take visitors off of 
97th Street to the back of the new 
facility, which will serve as the 
main entrance, Geto said.

“There will be no double 
parking of cars or cabs,” he said. 

“It’s a major, major accommoda-
tion for the community.”

Additionally, Geto said, 
Jewish Home will support 
efforts to convince the city 
Department of Transportation 
to make changes on 97th Street, 
including retiming traffic signals 
and re-striping the street in or-
der to create more efficient traf-
fic flow.

“The community has been 
frustrated dealing with certain 
city agencies, and we’re going 
to be on their side and fight for 
those improvements,” Geto said. 
“We’ll bring additional leverage.”

casey.tolan
@columbiaspectator.com

under-secretary-general for 
economic and social affairs, 
and as executive secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Since his nomination, 
Ocampo has been busy doing 
interviews with media outlets, 
and he has published editorials 
laying out his views in several 
publications. The bank’s direc-
tors will choose a candidate by 
next week, and it is widely be-
lieved that they will choose Kim.

“The World Bank is the most 
important developing corpora-
tion or institution in the world,” 
Ocampo said. “So if I’m elected, 
it would be a really great hon-
or because it’s an important 
institution.”

Carl Dahlman, a professor 
at Georgetown University’s 
School of Foreign Service who 
worked at the World Bank for 
26 years, believes that Ocampo 
is the best candidate for the job. 
He said in an email that Ocampo 
“uniquely brings together three 
relevant areas of experience.”

“The first is that of a di-
rect development practitio-
ner as the minister of finance 
... and director of the Central 
Bank of Colombia. The second 
is that of experienced man-
ager in multi-lateral develop-
ment Institution as UN Under 
Secretary for Economic and 
Social Affairs and as Director 
General of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. The third is 
that of a leading development 

economist in academia,” 
Dahlman wrote.

SIPA professor Jagdish 
Bhagwati, though, a Nobel 
Prize-winning economist, is 
supporting Okonjo-Iweala. 
He would not comment on 
Ocampo’s candidacy.

“My view is that Ngozi is a 
remarkable candidate and los-
ing to her would be no slur on 
one’s competence,” Bhagwati 
said in an email.

Another Columbia profes-
sor, Earth Institute Director 
Jeffrey Sachs, threw his own 
name into the ring for World 
Bank president several weeks 
ago. Sachs has since withdrawn 
his candidacy.

“His candidacy and mine 
are totally different. He was 
self-designated, I was asked to 
represent a group of countries 
in the race,” Ocampo said.

Ocampo also drew a distinc-
tion between his candidacy and 
Kim’s.

“The U.S. candidate is trying 
to raise individual support from 
countries and he has some, but 
in our case we have been argu-
ing that this process is about 
merit,” Ocampo said. “I am in 
this race because we are told 
that it is merit-based.”

Colombian President Juan 
Manuel Santos has said that 
he does not support Ocampo’s 
candidacy, arguing that 
Ocampo is unlikely to get the 
job because a Colombian is al-
ready president of the Inter-
American Development Bank. 
But while most observers be-
lieve that Kim will get the job, 

Ocampo said that he thinks he 
has a shot, noting that “it’s the 
first time ever in history there 
is competition for president of 
World Bank.”

“In the past, the president 
of the United States designat-
ed the president of the World 
Bank,” he said. “Now that sys-
tem is over.”

Dahlman agreed.
“This year is the first time 

the competition has been 
opened,” he said. “If the com-
petition is truly open and based 
on relevant experience and ca-
pabilities, Jose Antonio would 
be selected.”

yasmin.gagne
@columbiaspectator.com

GRAPHIC BY CELINE GORDON

After two years of inactivity, 
Donald Notice, the president 
of the WHLDC’s board, tells 
Spectator that a revamped 
WHLDC will be up-and-
running by July. 

The WHLDC, still without a 
website and an office space, 
begins to take heat from 
local politicians, including 
Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer 
and City Council Member 
Robert Jackson. Rumors 
swirl that the state attorney 
general is investigating the 
WHLDC.

The WHLDC launches a 
website, complete with 
a list of board members 
and accomplishments. 
According to the website, 
the WHLDC has been 
informally dissolved, and 
a new organization, the 
West Harlem Development 
Corporation, will distribute 
the CBA funds, pending 
approval by the state 
attorney general’s office.

After months of delay, 
businessman Kofi Boateng 
is appointed executive 
director of the WHLDC. 
The organization’s website 
had initially said that an 
executive director would 
be appointed by the end of 
December 2011.

Discussions about the 
possible formation of a Local 
Development Corporation 
to communicate with the 
public are prompted when 
the city commits funds 
to a Community Benefits 
Agreement, which details 
how funds will be distributed 
to the neighborhood in the 
footprint of Columbia’s 
Manhattanville expansion. 
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Community Board 9 
consults with local business 
and tenants’ groups, 
eventually selecting 13 
people to serve on the 
board of the West Harlem 
Local Development 
Corporation. The WHLDC 
meets with University 
officials over the next 
three years to develop 
the Community Benefits 
Agreement. 
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Despite CB9 opposition, 
the CBA is signed by 
the West Harlem Local 
Development Corporation 
and the University’s Board 
of Trustees. 
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In the midst of a legal battle 
between Columbia and 
local property owners over 
the use of eminent domain, 
CB9 votes unanimously 
for its delegates on the 
WHLDC board to turn down 
the Community Benefits 
Agreement. 
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WHDC TIMELINE

WHDC from front page

OCAMPO from front page

Dev. corp. chooses Boateng for business experience

Prof has steep competition for World Bank job

JHL says 97th Street traffic concerns ‘misplaced’

Tenants, management to meet again next week

JHL from front page

3333 from front page

stipulates that no smoking is 
allowed within 20 feet of cam-
pus buildings. 

Students said that they ap-
preciated the opportunity to 
hear Farley speak.

“It was really interesting 
to hear a lecture in a global 
health class about New York 
City, because I think that it is 
easy to forget that the United 
States, despite the health ad-
vances it has made, still faces 
vast public health challenges,” 
Nicole Dussault, CC ’14, said. 

Kainee Aguilar, CC ’15, said 
she left the lecture with a bet-
ter understanding of public 
health beyond the academic 
context. 

“When he came in, it was 
one of those moments when 
you realize that all of the read-
ing you’ve been doing, all of 
the homework, the quizzes, 
and the projects, mean some-
thing,” Aguilar said. “At the 
end, I was glad to know that 
everything I’ve learned is be-
ing applied for the greater 
good in a place close to home.”

emily.neil
@columbiaspectator.com

HEALTH from front page

As universities globalize, security 
officials concerned about spying

National security officers 
are concerned about foreign 
spies infiltrating American 
universities—including 
Columbia, according to a re-
port published by Bloomberg 
on Monday.

As universities attempt to 
globalize, which Columbia 
has made a priority under 
University President Lee 
Bollinger, national officials 
are worried that spies will be 
able to stay under the radar 
more easily. 

According to the 
Bloomberg article, Lidiya 
Guryeva, a Russian spy, start-
ed working toward her mas-
ter’s degree at the Business 
School in 2009, using the 
name Cynthia Murphy and 
looking to network with 
classmates and professors. 
Murphy was arrested and 
deported a year later.

A 2011 U.S. Defense 
Department report said that 
attempts by East Asian coun-
tries to obtain confidential 
information through “aca-
demic solicitation”—review-
ing scholarly publications 

or studying under profes-
sors—had increased eight-
fold from 2010. The report 
also said that Middle Eastern 
countries’ attempts to spy 
through academic solicita-
tion had doubled.

In some cases, research 
has not been properly pro-
tected on laptops, and 
spies have downloaded un-
published files during in-
ternational conferences, 
Bloomberg reported.

Former Pennsylvania 
State University President 
Graham Spanier worked 
with law enforcement to 
prevent any accidental ties 
to terrorists at his school, ar-
ranging meetings with rep-
resentatives from the FBI, 
CIA, Secret Service, and 
Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service. This “Penn State 
model” was gradually ex-
panded by the FBI follow-
ing the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001.

Columbia officials de-
clined to comment to 
Bloomberg.

—Jeremy Budd

NEWS BRIEF

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

José Antonio Ocampo
SIPA professor



guys I’ve ever met,” Narayana 
said. “Once he’s on the court 
he really focuses and doesn’t 
joke around. He makes us work 
harder, too, ’cause you don’t 
want to joke around with him.”

According to senior Haig 
Schneiderman, Lin’s partner in 
doubles, Lin’s serious mentality 
during matches is one of the pri-
mary reasons for the rising ten-
nis star’s success.

“I think the thing that sepa-
rates Winston is that in those 
pressure moments he refuses to 
miss,” Schneiderman said.

With a record of 17-1 this 
spring season, Lin is not only 
one of the best freshmen in the 
Ancient Eight, but one of the 
best players of any year.

Playing in the top half of the 
singles lineup, Lin has faced 
many upperclassmen this year, 
most of whom are considerably 
larger and stronger than him. 
But Lin sees this as more of an 
advantage than a weakness.

“I actually like it, ’cause I’m 
kind of a small guy compared 
to them so they look at me and 
think they’re going to kill me,” 
Lin said. “It gives me no pressure 
and gives them a lot of pressure, 
so I don’t mind it.”

According to Lin’s father, 
having no expectations and 

only focusing on the match at 
hand is the attitude that has 
allowed Lin to defeat so many 
opponents.

While Lin is focused on the 
challenges of the immediate fu-
ture, namely winning this year’s 
Ivy League title, he does look 

forward to after college, when 
he hopes to tour as a profes-
sional player.

Those who have seen him 
compete believe that it is more 
than a mere possibility that 
Lin will one day compete as a 
professional.

“I think all he has to do is 
keep on improving everything a 
little bit, and he can go on the 
tour,” Goswami said. “If I was 
going to play him and I didn’t 
know him, I’d feel good—he’s a 
little guy. But he has a big heart 
and that you can’t teach.”

abroad in Senegal. It’s a play look-
ing at what it means to search for 
people like you in a country that 
doesn’t believe you exist—largely 
stemming from my experiences as 
a queer female-bodied American 
in a Muslim, West African country 
researching underground lesbian 
culture in Dakar.”

Emily Nagel: “The play is es-
sentially about homecoming. It 
started back in sophomore year 
when I wrote a really dinky lit-
tle scene about a William Carlos 
Williams poem I was reading in 
Modern Poetry II. The poem is 
‘Paterson,’ and it is meant to be 
the epic of the city of Paterson, 
N.J. This play follows Laura 
Rivera, who grew up in Paterson 
(one of the worst cities in the na-
tion for education) and went on 
to Harvard and Princeton, as she 
figures out how to return home.

Jacob Rice: “It’s about the 
choices on the road to under-
standing who we are and what 
we want in a terrifying world. 
At its most basic, it’s the story of 
three twenty-somethings living 
in New York and trying to figure 
out what they want to be when 
they grow up. The idea behind 
this play came about when I was 
a sophomore and was watching 
my friends who had graduated 
struggling to figure out what 
to do with their lives. I start-
ed thinking about this issue of 
growing up, which has become 
so discussed in the news, and 
began to get frustrated because 
it felt like there weren’t a lot of 
young voices in that discussion, 
and it was dominated with com-
plaints about ‘kids these days’… 
As I was finishing a first draft, 
the whole Occupy Wall Street 
movement exploded onto the 
scene, and suddenly, a lot more 
voices were being heard. On 

the one hand, it was kind of an-
noying because I had to rewrite 
parts. There was no way I could 
talk about young people today 
and not include the movement. 
At the same time, it felt sort of 
like a vindication, like other 
people were looking around 
and thinking about these issues. 
This is not a political play—I’m 
not sure what it’s message would 
even be if it was—but it’s defi-
nitely struggling with some of 
the same issues as Occupy. How 
do you make a life in a harsh 
world? Who do you blame? Is 
it better to by into a system you 
don’t like to get the life you want 
or hold out for your ideals? I don’t 
think it answers any of these 
questions, but hopefully it’ll get 
people thinking about them.”

All plays are free of charge. For 
tickets and reservations, go to tic.
columbia.edu. 

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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“He can officially 
walk on water.”

—Bid Goswami, 
head coach

to the championship game 
won’t come easily for the 
Lions, who will go head-to-
head with their three divi-
sional opponents in the next 
three weekends. All four 

teams are currently separat-
ed by only two games in the 
standings. There surely will 
be exciting baseball when 
Columbia travels to first-
place Cornell next weekend, 
and especially when it hosts 
Ivy favorite Princeton the 

following weekend.
So while you spend your 

final month of the school 
year basking in the spring 
sunshine, just remember 
that, unlike in “major sport” 
seasons, you may have a 
chance to bask in some 

championship glory as well.

Ryan Young is a Columbia 
College sophomore majoring 

in economics-statistics. He is a 
sports broadcaster for WKCR.

sports@
columbiaspectator.com

Baseball faces St. John’s before 
weekend game against Cornell

Freshman phenom dominates opponents despite stature

STEVEN LAU FOR SPECTATOR

GOING FOR IT  |  Lin is keeping his focus on winning the Ivy League title with his team. 

DOUGLAS KESSEL / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SILBAR SLUGGER  |  Sophomore shortstop Aaron Silbar has made 
his presence felt both on the field and at the plate, starting 18 games.

Columbia baseball warrants major-sport appeal, support

Jersey, where it recorded a sea-
son-high 17 runs and 19 hits in 
the series rubber match against 
Rutgers, a team that the Lions 
defeated 7-6 last week.

Senior middle infielder Matt 
Wessinger—who leads St. John’s 
with a .355 batting average and 
30 runs—will present problems 
for the Light Blue. Additionally, 
slugging junior outfielder 
Jeremy Baltz leads the Red 
Storm with five home runs and 
is one blast away from breaking 
the St. John’s all-time record of 
35 home runs.

As usual, Columbia will 
send out a mix of pitchers who 
do not get the opportunity to 
start weekend games, and the 

number of pitchers used will 
depend on pitch counts. The 
Lions’ pitching staff will hope 
to rebound from a tough out-
ing in their last game, in which 
the bullpen allowed nine earned 
runs at Dartmouth.

“It’s a good opportunity for 
us to go out and play it out there 
and do our best,” Boretti said. 
“We’re looking forward to going 
over there and playing hard and 
seeing what we can do against 
the Jonnies.”

Tuesday’s game will be 
Columbia’s final hurdle before 
opening up divisional play with 
Cornell, the Lou Gehrig Division 
leader, this weekend.

First pitch is scheduled for 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday at Kaiser 
Stadium in Queens.

Thesis festival includes collaborative performances
THEATER from page 7

YOUNG from back page

BASEBALL from back page

LIN from back page

LILA NEISWANGER / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TAKE YOUR PICK  |  Barnard Thesis Festivals showcase student directors, actors, and playwrights.

THANKS FOR READING!
We are collecting data on 
our readership to better 
serve the community and 
improve our paper. Please 
fill out an anonymous 
survey at this link to give 
us feedback!

(http://tinyurl.com/spec-survey136)
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What makes the last few weeks 
of the spring semester so much 

more enjoyable than the last few 
weeks of the fall semester? Is it the 
sunshine? The prospect of summer on 
the horizon? The series of events like 
Bacchanal and College Days? Maybe 
it’s all of these things, but it’s clear 
that there’s something about the end 
of the year that makes it possible for us 
to look beyond our assignments every 
once in a while and enjoy ourselves. 
Nowhere is this better exemplified 
than in the way social life starts to pick 
up on campus. Toward the end of fall, all my friends 
disappear; toward the end of spring, they come out of 
the woodwork. Everyone’s still busy, and people still 
cancel plans because they have papers to write, but in 
the spring, they reschedule those plans. There’s an in-
tentionality in the way people hang out with each other 
that’s not really replicated at any other time (except 
maybe at the very beginning of the year). 

For a campus like Columbia, home of the “let’s total-
ly hang out! … sometime …,” this is pretty unusual. Why 
should the end of the year be any different from the rest 
of the year? There are a few factors that contribute to 
this. First of all, it sounds like a cliché, but when the 
weather brightens up, so do people’s outlooks on life. 
Sunshine after the gray days of winter gives the campus 
a boost of energy that makes us more likely to wave and 
smile when we pass someone we know or spend time 
catching up with people we randomly run into. (It’s 
hard to stop and chat when it’s rainy and cold.) Also, 
warm weather makes it easier to hang out with your 
friends. You can say, “Let’s chill on Low Steps,” so you 
won’t have to deal with signing anyone in or spending 

money on anything. And with everyone outside try-
ing to catch up on Vitamin D, there’s a greater chance 
you’ll run into that friend you haven’t seen all semes-
ter. Another factor is the number of end-of-the-year 
traditional events, such as the ones I mentioned above. 
We run into each other, we make plans to hang out, and 
then we do … it’s a better chain reaction than anything 
we ever learned in chemistry.

But more than anything else, the difference be-
tween fall and spring semester is the sense of urgency. 
This doesn’t only apply to seniors. That spirit trick-
les down to everyone else on campus. After all, we 
scatter during the summer, all over the world, and 
most of the people we care about won’t be anywhere 
near us. So we come together to hang out and have a 
newfound appreciation for our friends, as we near the 
point in time when we have to say goodbye (at least 
temporarily). 

There’s nothing wrong with this—we’d be pretty 
hardhearted people if we didn’t get a tiny bit sen-
timental toward the end of the year. Ends and “last 
times” are good for reminding us what, exactly, we 
care about, and sometimes we can see things more 
clearly when we’re about to leave them. But what 
worries me is that it seems like we forget to appreci-
ate our friends, just like we forget to write our papers 
until the last possible moment. Sometimes, the sense 
of urgency can become a state of panic. These people 
are awesome, but we’ve been holed up in our dorms 
doing work for the past month, and now we have only 
a few weeks left! How could we have failed to hang 
out with them as much as possible? We’ll never be so 
shortsighted again! In my experience, though, we go 
right back to our old habits, losing sight of everything 
except our work. 

What we need is to cultivate the type of intentional 
hanging out that this sense of urgency creates. We 
don’t need to be panicked all the time about the end of 
our college careers, but we do need to be more aware 
of our friends and the ways we appreciate them while 
they, and we, are still here. For those of us who are re-
turning in the fall, I challenge us all to make the most 
of our close proximity to the people we care about and 
be so deliberate about hanging out that we don’t have 
to panic when springtime rolls around.

 
Kathryn Brill is a Barnard College junior majoring in 

English. She is a member of the InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship. We Should Talk runs alternate Tuesdays.

We 
Should 
Talk

KATHRYN
BRILL

More than anything else, the differ-
ence between fall and spring semes-
ter is the sense of urgency.

Summertime is here; everybody 
pack your bags. For some of you, 

a strange new world awaits on the 
other side of an airplane ride. Summer 
is the season for study abroad, and 
Columbia’s Office of Global Programs 
is very good at getting you wher-
ever you want to go. Amman. Beijing. 
Kyoto. Paris. Rio. Shanghai. Venice. 
And those are only the Columbia pro-
grams; there is a sufficiently impres-
sive list of direct-enrollment partner 
institutions to follow. But why are you 
going? Is it for the women? Or, maybe, the men?

I doubt that language and culture majors (and cer-
tainly the OGP) will appreciate my alluding to study 
abroad as a kind of sex tourism. I should know—I am 
one of them and did my own travel in the summer of 
2011 to Kyoto to brush up on my Japanese. But before I 
am accused of unfairly fronting a sexual metaphor and 
thereby confusing the acquisition of cunning linguistic 
skills with blow jobs, let me propose that travel abroad 
for utilitarian reasons ought to be lauded instead of 
booed down.

It is unfashionable to say that you’re travelling 
abroad for a reason. What, after all, separates “sex tour-
ism” from an innocent case of international fun-in-
the-sun? Intent does. Intent to travel for sex is morally 
abhorrent; unintentional sex during travel is simply 
epiphenomenal. It makes it difficult for a language and 

culture student to admit to going abroad for just one or 
two things, say language acquisition or research. It’s the 
right thing to say that you’re going abroad because go-
ing abroad is valuable. Study in a foreign country, I feel, 
is seen in colleges like our own as intrinsically good, a 
real case of l’art pour l’art. Perhaps that explains why 
the requirements for study abroad, while not insignifi-
cant, are usually not rigorous: a few semesters of lan-
guage and one regional course requirement.

But can it really ever be something as transparent as 
travel for travel’s sake? Writing down in your applica-
tion that you want to go to X country so that you can 
learn about X culture and therefore become, by some 
transitive property of cultural immersion, a better 
global citizen seems nebulous and somewhat dishon-
est. I would perhaps be more comfortable with a purely 
functional statement of intent: I travel because I want 
to learn a language, or prepare myself for a job in the 
region, or do research for a thesis, etc. Convincing your 
program coordinator (and yourself ) that you can tra-
verse cavernous cultural gaps and attain cross-cultural 
nirvana in the space of an eight-week summer pro-
gram—or even a year-long endeavor—is presumptuous. 
It smacks of a sort of noblesse oblige—go out there and 
learn about country X: isn’t it quaint?

The flip side equivalent would have been my com-
ing to Columbia so that I could eat some hamburgers, 
shoot a gun, attend an American football game, and 
go out with tall people with pale skin. That’s easily 
recognizable as a perverse sort of cultural voyeurism, 
a real-time Times Square peepshow into the lives of 
Other Peoples.

But it’s not like that. Americans are not some “for-
eign people”: I am. I did not come here chasing some 
reductionist pin-up dream of the United States, nor 
did I come here to be one of a group of other interna-
tionals guffawing and comparing notes over our new, 
but temporary, homes. In a lot of ways, I came here 
to be alone in an overwhelmingly different world; I 
wanted to be the foreigner, not to behold the foreign. 
It is and was difficult, isolating, and mind-bending. It’s 
rewritten a lot of my assumptions about myself, added 
on a few new cultural codas, and asked a lot of me.

The idea that you have to buy in so very abso-
lutely to a new culture is perhaps a rather demand-
ing teleological stance to be taking on study abroad. 
Realistically, I don’t think you should have to adopt 
every country you try to understand. But it helps to 
step back and think about what your intentions are: 
why you’re going, and whether your reasons are fetish-
istic. Because it’s one thing for a foreign student to buy 
into a culture—but another thing altogether to see that 
culture prostituted.

Po Linn Chia is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
East Asian studies. She is chief of staff for CMUNNY and 

a member of the Global Recruitment Committee. Ever 
the Twain runs alternate Tuesdays.

Culture prostitution 

Ever the 
Twain

PO LINN 
CHIA

I wanted to be the foreigner, not to 
behold the foreign. 
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To the Editor: 
Melissa von Mayrhauser’s article (“Global centers 

grow, but concerns remain,” Mar. 30), which appeared 
as part of Spectator’s special issue on global centers, was 
problematic. First, her article presented host countries 
like Kenya as a threat to Columbia’s noble project. The 
article ignored the extent to which the global center 
could actually be a threat to the host country. In Kenya 
(my home country), for example, the global center will 
work with the government to “advise local governments 
on policymaking.” But Kenya’s governments have his-
torically championed pro-western policies, marginal-
ized leftist intellectuals like Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and 
politicians like Tom Mboya, and, according to Malawian 
historian Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, employed right-wing 
scholars to provide intellectual support for their poli-
cies. This is a problematic relationship.

Her article stated that Columbia “must be care-
ful to uphold its principles of academic integrity and 
non-discrimination,” but this uncritically accepts that 
Columbia has these principles. In actuality, Columbia 
is far from a model of academic freedom and integrity! 
Anthropologist Nadia Abu El-Haj and political scien-
tist Joseph Massad were nearly denied tenure for their 
scholarship critical of Israel. Professors in MESAAS 
have been targets of right-wing attacks and smear cam-
paigns by entities like Campus Watch and conservative 
policy advocates like David Horowitz.

Most seriously, though, her article presented a mis-
leading and stereotypical image of Africa. She wrote, 
“In Kenya, homosexuality is illegal.” But this is not true! 
In actuality, there is a penal code created under British 
colonialism which criminalized same-sex male acts—
not homosexuality itself. Gay Kenyan activists argue 
that no one has been prosecuted since independence. 
Furthermore, Kenya’s new constitution has protections 
on sex and privacy. According to students I know work-
ing in Kenya, no one would be denied a visa based on 
sexual orientation. Further still, the Gay and Lesbian 
Coalition of Kenya works tirelessly to improve the lives 
of gay Kenyans. And, despite discrimination, Kenya has 
a small yet thriving, loving, and open queer community. 

Like her previous article discussing Kenya (“Nairobi 
global center raises questions about discrimination,” 
Feb. 13), this one is ill-informed, is stereotypical, and 
frames Africa as backward and repressive. In the future, 
I urge Ms. von Mayrhauser to adjust her frame and re-
search more thoroughly.  

Kambi Gathesha
School of General Studies 

To the Editor:
As a representative for Teach For America at Columbia, 

I’ve heard the questions and concerns raised by Amber 
Tunnell’s article in The Eye (“Facing the Future,” March 
29). TFA is incredibly challenging and requires careful 
consideration, so I want to clarify what TFA looks for in an 
applicant and what prospective candidates should consider.

The decision to join TFA should be borne out of a 
conviction that all children deserve a great education, 
not a wish to boost one’s résumé. Regardless of initial 
plans, many corps members find their commitment 
deepen and career trajectories shift through the jour-
ney of working with students, families, and fellow edu-
cators. Two-thirds of our 24,000 alumni work full-time 
in education even though only one in seven considered 
a career in teaching beforehand. 

As a TFA alumnus, I can attest that teaching was the 
hardest thing I have ever done. I made countless mis-
takes. Teaching is high-stakes and setbacks are inevi-
table, which can be intimidating in the wake of collegiate 
success. Yet my experience was not defined by the times 
I faltered but by the ways my students and I persevered 
and held one another to high expectations. They ended 
the school year leaps and bounds ahead of where they 
began academically and with significantly improved 
feelings towards school. The frustration of setbacks ac-
companies the joys of seeing students succeed.

We constantly refine our understanding of what pre-
dicts success in the classroom. This informs our admis-
sions process and defines what we look for in candidates. 
When considering applicants, we ascertain the breadth 
of their experiences. We look for leadership but do not 
favor one type of experience over another because our 
research finds that many backgrounds set the stage for 
strong teaching. Applicants who have experience working 
with children or in teaching have opportunities to include 
it, and our admissions team considers this thoroughly. 

TFA values self-reflection, continuous learning, and 
constructive criticism. We have to be at our best because 
our students won’t get a second chance for a great edu-
cation. Eliminating educational inequity requires all of 
us—within and outside of TFA—to move past differences 
in order to work towards this common goal.

Elliot Epstein
TFA director of recruitment for New York City and 

New Jersey

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Spring into action



BY JUSTIN CARTER

Over the past several years, I have 
come to appreciate the positive power 
of advocacy, a concept that was once 
quite foreign to me. For the period of 
my life in which I faced my greatest 
personal struggle—that of being un-
employed, homeless, and living out of 
my car—I was in sore need of someone 
who would work with me to give me 
the tools to improve my situation. After 
reaching out to a few kind individuals, I 
was able to find strong, engaging people 
that wanted to see me overcome adver-
sity and achieve success.

In order to express my gratitude to 
those who invested in my journey to 
become the person I am today, I have 
dedicated myself to helping those in 
similar circumstances. I have advocat-
ed on behalf of several organizations, 
including the Second Harvest Food 
Bank in California, the Salvation Army, 
and the Delancey Street Foundation to 
secure donations and job placement 
for those in need. Additionally, I have 
worked with people who have faced the 
challenges associated with substance 
abuse and have pushed for increased 
funding for treatment facilities in my 
hometown.

Furthermore, I brought my passion 
for working on behalf of others to my 
previous college, where I helped cre-
ate a veterans center to assist return-
ing veterans in navigating the higher 
education process. I also represented 
various minority groups at West Valley 
College by attending the National 
Conference on Race and Ethnicity and 
implemented strategies to increase my 
classmates’ stock of equity in their suc-
cess. Moreover, I was also able to pro-
cure funding for West Valley’s honors 
program counselors, a set of dedicated 
individuals who helped me to be where 
I am today.

It is my goal to continue to offer my 
time and service to those who need 
it here at Columbia. I have had the 
honor of being your Student Services 
Representative and working with 
the administration to address the 
issues you have raised. Earlier this 
year, I voiced your concerns through 
the General Studies Town Hall and 
brought attention to the conditions 
on Pupin Plaza. To improve student 
camaraderie, I have approached the 
Dean of Students and suggested the 
creation of a buddy system of mentor-
ship, as well as taken an active role in 
planning this year’s graduation activi-
ties. I have also raised your concerns 
in conversations with Vice President 
Jeffrey Scott, Chaplain Jewelnel 
Davis, and President Lee Bollinger 
regarding financial aid, student ser-
vices, and the future of the School of 
General Studies.

As your Senator, I promise to 
continue to work on the issues im-
portant to you by being vocal about 
your concerns when you need a voice. 
I promise to be your best listener, 
so that together we may increase 
transparency and facilitate a line of 
communication between you and 
the University. I promise to con-
tinue my work with the GSSC Policy 
Committee by actively assisting in the 
initiatives started this year. I promise 
to be your advocate.

The author is a School of General 
Studies student majoring in political 
science. He is a GSSC student services 
representative, and a member of GSSC’s 
policy and gala committees.

2012 GS 
USenate 

Candidates

FROM THE EDITORS:
In the upcoming University Senate elections, five candidates are running for one seat to represent the School of General Studies. To provide read-

ers with more information on the race, we invited all five candidates to submit editorials of no more than 500 words to explain why School of General 
Studies students should vote for them. We took all possible measures to ensure fair and equal coverage. We simultaneously emailed all five candidates 
via their listed Columbia email addresses and gave them identical instructions. We did not make any substantive changes or suggestions. However, every 
submission was edited to conform with Spectator style for spelling and grammar.

Andrea Garcia-Vargas and Lanbo Zhang
Editorial Page Editors
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I promise to continue to 
work on the issues im-
portant to you.

BY PHINEAS LUNGER

Among the ongoing issues press-
ing us, fellow General Studies students, 
two are highly contentious: financial 
aid and housing. As GS students, we are 
generally stuck with a bigger loan bur-
den compared to our Columbia College 
and School of Engineering and Applied 
Science colleagues. In 2007, Student 
Affairs, in a press release, announced en-
hancements to financial aid from which 
GS was excluded. GS cannot take advan-
tage of Columbia’s no-loan policy, “which 
eliminated loans for students from fam-
ilies with calculated incomes below 
$50,000 and typical assets.” In the same 
press release, it was also announced that 
“parents with calculated incomes below 
$60,000 and typical assets will no longer 
be expected to contribute any of their in-
come or assets to tuition, room, board, 
and mandatory fees”—again, a policy 
from which GS was excluded.

Housing is another hot topic to us 
GS students. GS has relatively very few 
dedicated housing facilities. And the few 
that we do have are scattered throughout 
the city. This brings up the issue of social 
space, which we, GS students, are lacking.

Financial aid and housing will be 
the two primary issues I will fight for as 
University Senator. You might ask, why 
elect me when my colleagues are running 
on similar platforms? I will admit that 
my contenders are highly qualified indi-
viduals, each in their own right. Some of 
them have effectively served the GS body, 
and we should, therefore, keep them in 
those positions. Increasing financial aid 
and housing is a hard-fought issue span-
ning back several years. In order to get 
real results for GS, we need a different 
and new crop of activists beyond the sea-
soned politicians. GS needs more than 
an advocate and polished rhetoric—GS 
needs a fighter. GS needs someone who 
will not accept no for an answer. GS needs 
someone who will not simply reiterate 
excuses. GS needs someone who will pas-
sionately fight tooth and nail until we get 
equal recognition and benefits CC and 
SEAS receive.

With little traditional education, my 
path to GS was a battle hard-fought. The 
only way I was able to get to GS was by 
never accepting excuses. My advantage 
was that once I committed myself, I did 
everything in my power to make things 
happen. I will bring the same passion and 
commitment to the Senate as your rep-
resentative. I will passionately represent 
your interests at the University Senate 
and not accept the usual excuses. Money 
is always tight, but if Columbia can make 
it happen for CC and SEAS, we will have 
to find a way to make it happen for GS as 
well.

Observable results will only occur 
when GS will send a passionate commit-
ted fighter to fight for them at the Senate. 
In the recent weeks, I already began to 
review senate minutes, and I pledge to 
continue doing so and hold the admin-
istration accountable to commitments 
they have already made. I will also im-
plement a process so that my work at 
the senate can be picked up by future GS 
representatives.

I already began doing my homework. 
I am looking forward to fighting for you 
at the University level.

The author is a School of General 
Studies student majoring in psychology. 
He is a member of the Columbia Chorus 
and the Middle Eastern ensemble.

GS needs someone who 
will not accept no for an 
answer.

BY ADAM GENTLE

You deserve to be heard! As your 
University Senator I will reach out to 
all students: MilVets, international stu-
dents, part-time students, full-time stu-
dents, students with jobs, and students 
with families. While campaigning for 
University Senator I have heard time 
and time again, “What is the University 
Senator and what can the University 
Senator do for me?” These questions 
tell me our student body does not feel 
represented in the senate, and as your 
senator, I will change this.

What is the University Senate? It 
is the University policy-making body 
and, as such, addresses everything 
from educational programs and the 
budget to rules governing political 
demonstrations.

As your senator I will fight for the 
issues that matter to you.

Let’s get specific: financial aid. 
Simply put, it is inadequate. Everyone 
knows this and it has become something 
of a cliché. However there is action that 
we can take. Aid comes from a strong 
endowment and a strong endowment 
comes from successful, affluent alumni. 
Due to the overwhelming debt of many 
Columbia General Studies graduates, 
it is likely a long time before they will 
be in a financial position to give back. 
As your senator I will begin an initia-
tive to educate students about the debt 
they are taking on, so we will be armed 
with the tools necessary to manage debt 
after graduation. I will simultaneously 
work to establish strong relationships 
with alumni and work to increase our 
endowment. I will work within the 
University Senate and demand finan-
cial aid parity with Columbia College.

For international students the finan-
cial issue is different. International stu-
dents are not able to get federal support 
and struggle to obtain private loans due 
to lack of a U.S. cosigner. This leaves 
some in an unacceptable situation. If 
Columbia is able to allocate $30 million 
to support a diverse faculty as President 
Bollinger recently announced, it seems 
to me that Columbia must have resourc-
es to support the international students 
who make up a diverse student body. I 
have identified a peer institution which 
has found a creative solution to this 
challenge, and I support an initiative 
for Columbia to enact a similar solution.

We must re-evaluate the use of stu-
dent life fees. As I understand it, they 
are intended to support the overall stu-
dent experience. They should be allo-
cated in an egalitarian manner and be 
used to subsidize student events that 
are available to the entire GS student 
body.

And finally, let me be clear: anything 
that is available to CC students must be 
available to GS students. No exceptions. 
No excuses!

None of this will happen overnight. 
But it can happen. It should happen. It 
is time for the GS student body to real-
ize its power and potential. I believe in 
the GS student body. I am inspired by 
our stories and I believe together we 
can make improvements to our school 
on a University level that will brighten 
our futures and make the journey easi-
er for those that follow us to this great 
educational institution.

The author is a School of General 
Studies student.

As your senator I will 
fight for the issues that 
matter to you.

BY NATHALIE NINO

What’s the most important quality 
in a leader? A talent for navigating bu-
reaucracy? A strong command of un-
written institutional knowledge? The 
ability to single-handedly come up with 
solutions to all problems? Hardly. No 
effective leader has ever been lauded 
for being the best “navigator of red 
tape” or “monopolizer of good ideas.”

Leaders leverage. They create bridg-
es where rifts once divided. They cham-
pion people’s causes and in doing so, 
give a voice to their tribe. Good lead-
ers are facilitators of collaboration and 
creativity, both essential catalysts for 
change. And of course we cannot, as 
Einstein said, “solve problems by us-
ing the same kind of thinking we used 
when we created them,” can we?

So where do I come in? I’m a typical 
GS-er. I’ve faced the challenges that I 
think most GS-ers face: work/school/
life balance (wait, what’s that?), hous-
ing, financing, commuting, and—espe-
cially—acclimating. I plan to be here a 
little more than two years, and I intend 
to leave this place a little better than I 
found it.

So, what can you expect from me as 
Senator? Let’s start with some things 
you won’t see. Negativity. I won’t be 
outlining the weaknesses of the other 
candidates’ platforms or telling you 
how I’m in the only qualified candidate. 
Who you vote for is personal, there is 
no right or wrong, especially when can-
didates are drawn from the ranks of a 
group like the General Studies student 
body. Second, no promises. Just a track 
record that I think speaks for itself.

About that track record, here’s what 
I bring to the table: 

I know the challenges of massive bu-
reaucracies. My last project involved 
growing a nascent $3 million business, 
helping Microsoft take their products 
global. In two years we grew the busi-
ness by 1000 percent and in four we 
were a $100 million operation and more 
than 60 percent of Microsoft’s revenues 
originated internationally. My clients 
were all over MSFT’s 90,000-person-
strong global bureaucracy, and I dis-
agree that the only way to be success-
ful in one is to have toiled in it for long 
stretches.

My team sat in 25 countries, so I also 
know about leading a diverse group 
of people with differing ideas, back-
grounds, languages, and motivations.

I take budgets seriously. We made 
or exceeded our numbers every single 
year until the recession hit.

Lastly, I know how to focus and move 
forward with multiple projects because 
those same years I was co-leading the 
Microsoft business, I was also work-
ing with the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, sitting on the Board of the 
World Affairs Council (where I later 
had the honor of serving as a fellow) 
and also on the Multicultural Advisory 
Board of the Seattle International Film 
Festival, among others.

That’s my story. Whoever you vote 
for, I hope you’ll vote and keep things 
positive!

Cutting people down might make 
for fun Facebook fodder, but it also di-
vides. And if I’ve learned anything it’s 
that no leader, no matter his/her talent, 
can mend bridges they themselves have 
burned.

The author is a School of General Studies 
student majoring in theatre arts with a 
concentration in business management. 
She is an adviser to the Athena Center for 
Leadership Studies.

Leaders leverage. They 
create bridges where 
rifts once divided.

BY AMNA PERVEZ

After working in the University Senate 
for the last few months, closely following 
the races in Columbia College, SEAS, and 
Barnard, as well as the campaigns of can-
didates in General Studies, one thing has 
become clear to me: Students make too 
many promises they can’t keep. 

To be fair, it’s not their fault—they don’t 
know they cannot keep them. Most of the 
candidates haven’t yet served in student 
government at Columbia. They haven’t 
learned that no one can tell an adminis-
tration with over 250 years of built-up in-
ertia and bureaucratic processes what to 
do. More importantly, most of them don’t 
know the different administrative units 
within the University, or could even tell 
you how to accomplish their unrealistic 
goals, such as fixing financial aid or get-
ting more housing for students. This does 
not mean that we cannot make effective 
change. What it means is that student 
leaders need to work with administrators, 
understand their constraints, and develop 
solutions that are realistic and beneficial 
for everyone. 

While I admit that fixing financial aid 
and housing are indeed great goals to set, 
it’s misleading to promise they can be ac-
complished in any one senator’s tenure.  
My time as a legislative assistant for the 
current GS Senator has not only allowed 
me to understand the role of senate and 
its inner workings, but has also showed 
me that change is possible, but it takes 
time.

What makes the University Senate 
unique among its peers is also what 
makes it seem to run slowly—it’s the 
most inclusive, deliberative body among 
the Ivies. The University Senate includes 
faculty, students, alumni, librarians, re-
search officers, and administrators. This 
means the entire university community 
is considered before adopting new poli-
cies. The success of a senator hinges on 
quickly establishing key relationships 
that will inform the different adminis-
trative units, student bodies, and other 
stakeholders on the interests involved 
and how compromise can be achieved. 
I’m already connected to all these 
spheres, understand their concerns and 
constraints, and have begun working on 
all-inclusive solutions.  

My goals are indeed comprehensive 
and wholly achievable within my tenure. 
The plans I have outlined on my platform 
for housing, financial aid, and the Center 
for Career Education are the most de-
tailed and complete. This is because from 
the minute I arrived on campus, I knew I 
wanted to be involved. I did not wait until 
the position of senator opened in order to 
make my mark. I applied for the position 
of legislative assistant to become aware of 
where I could begin to make a difference. 
No other candidate did that. No other 
candidate can inform you on the status 
of the ongoing initiatives in the senate as 
thoroughly as I can. No other candidate 
can show the same level of commitment 
that I already have. I’m dedicated to mak-
ing positive, substantive change, especial-
ly at GS. Most importantly, I plan to leave 
a legacy that my successor will be able to 
build upon in order to continue aiding GS 
for years to come.

The author is a School of General Studies 
student majoring in English literature and 
philosophy. She is a member of the GSSC 
policy committee and legislative assistant 
to the GS University Senator.

The minute I arrived on 
campus, I knew I 
wanted to be involved.

Your advocate, 
your choice!

GS needs a 
passionate 
fighter

Making your 
Columbia 
better

On leadership Experience 
and already 
working for GS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JUSTIN CARTER, ADAM GENTLE, , NATHALIE NINO, AMNA PERVEZ, AND ZARA CASTANY / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.

EGG DONOR NEEDED
We are a loving, professionsal couple 
(MD, JD—Ivy League grads) seeking 
a special woman to help us build our 
family. If you are intelligent, attractive, 
healthy and under the age of 28, with 
a tall, lean, athletic body type, please 
contact our representative at: info@
aperfectmatch.com. Or call 1 (800) 
264-8828. $25K plus expenses.

 
WEB DESIGNER NEEDED to update/ 
beautify an existing website for a cen-
tral Harlem restaurant at an hourly 
rate. Please call John at (917) 731-
1539 or email badhorsepizza@veri-
zon.net

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive 
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender 
and relational issues. Sliding scale. 
Free consultation. CIGNA accepted. 
Psychology Today. Near CU campus. 
csilver@brooklyn.cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $375K. Neil (646) 
373-5545 or (April 1-15) Frank (212) 
865-3631 x213.

1 BR CO-OP, 90 LASALLE ST
Beautiful and spacious apt with bal-
cony and partial river view. Located in 
Morningside Gardens. Large windows, 
6 closets, hardwood floors. 24-hr se-
curity, gym. Four blocks north of CU. 
$369K. Pics avail on NY Times web-
site, WEB ID#NS120304333. Hillary 
(917) 439-6781.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY JADE BONACOLTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Meet Nicola Di Nino: a professore d’italiano at 
Columbia for the past four years, he also helps run 
an authentic Italian restaurant on the Upper West 
Side called “Il Violino.” In a manner of speaking, 
Di Nino is living a double life, or “la doppia vita.” 
As both a professor and a restaurateur, he aims to 
push aside inauthentic Italian products and experi-
ences to deliver the real Italy to both his customers 
and students.

“Il Violino has been around for 30 years, making 
it one of the oldest Italian restaurants in the Upper 
West Side,” Di Nino said. “It is a family restaurant, 
which doesn’t refer to the portion size but to the 
idea that we welcome all our customers as family.” 
Eighty percent of the restaurant’s ingredients are 
imported directly from Italy, including its selection 
of wine from the country’s 22 regions.

“I noticed when I moved here [from Venice 
in 2009] that there were many inauthentic prod-
ucts and experiences under the label of Italian. I 
aim to show people what really is Italian,” said Di 
Nino, who manages the trattoria with his cousin, 
Roberto Mariani.

The majority of the restaurant’s recipes have 
been passed down through Nicola’s family, which 
still owns two restaurants in Venice.

Di Nino said that he also carries these authen-
tic values into the classroom by creating an atmo-
sphere where students build relationships to one 
another and to the country. “My idea is that I not 
only teach the Italian language but also Italian cul-
ture,” Di Nino said. Before coming to Columbia, Di 

Nino taught in Italy at the University of Venice, an 
Italian high school, and the University of Trieste, a 
teacher’s college in northeastern Italy.

The professor-restaurateur explained the dif-
ficulties of managing both jobs. “All of my life is 
dedicated to these businesses. In the morning, I’m 
at Columbia teaching my class, preparing materials, 
which is a very demanding job. At the same time, I 
sometimes feel like I’m married to the restaurant.” 
He explained that customers only see the finished 
dishes and ambiance of the restaurant. “Ninety-nine 
percent of the restaurant involves many other fac-
tors such as hiring new staff, creating and editing 
the menu, dealing with shippers, and dealing with 
many other factors,” he said.

While Di Nino maintains his restaurant’s au-
thenticity, he explained that it’s a difficult task in 
the restaurant business. “Unfortunately, we often 
have to adjust dishes to American tastes,” he said.

“Il Violino” also struggles as a small, 

family-owned trattoria in the recession. 
“People are eating at home a lot, and if they go 

out they eat much less,” he said.
But a bigger problem that Di Nino sees is a ten-

dency toward larger brand names in American 
culture. “Many [New Yorkers] eat at big-name res-
taurants,” he said. “In Europe, we have those res-
taurants, but people don’t eat there. They go to tiny, 
family-owned places where the food is grown in 
the backyard.”

But there are those who appreciate what “Il 
Violino” and Di Nino stand for.

“The magic sentence for me is when a customer 
leaves and says, ‘Oh it was just like in Italy.’ Then I 
know they really understand what we are offering 
to them,” he said.

Columbia students enjoy a 25 percent discount 
at “Il Violino” Monday through Thursday with a 
valid CUID.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

BY LESLEY THULIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Any theater buff is sure to find something at 
the Senior Thesis Festival this month, whose 
stories rane from the bizarre—a priest trapped 
on an island—to the conceptual, such as the story 
of a woman without a sense of smell. Drama 
& Theatre Arts majors will present their se-
nior theses in two installments of the Senior 
Thesis Festival this month in the Minor Latham 
Playhouse. The first installment will include 
three well-known plays directed by students 
for their theses, while the second will feature 
solo performances and staged readings of new, 
original works by students. Here’s our guide to 
a month of student work.

BARNARD THESIS FESTIVAL I

If you can get away from Bacchanal, from 
April 13-15 the Barnard Senior Thesis Festival 
I will feature Maurice Maeterlinck’s “The 
Blind,” directed by Alexandra Clayton, GS ’12, 
Tennessee Williams’s “The Long Goodbye,” 
directed by Louisa Levy, CC ’12, and Michael 
John LaChiusa’s “Gloryday,” directed by Cody 
Haefner, CC ’12. Each play is less than 50 min-
utes long and will run each night in repertory, 
starting at 7 p.m.

The productions are designed, managed, and 
performed by Barnard and Columbia students. 
Department faculty members Sharon Fogarty 
and Sandra Goldmark are serving as the direct-
ing and design adviser, respectively.

“The Blind”
Synopsis: “The Blind” follows 12 blind citi-

zens, abandoned on an island by their priest. 
Maeterlinck’s script dramatizes the citizens’ 
predicament by including the priest’s dead body 
on stage during the entire one-act production, 
which the blind citizens cannot recognize.

Clayton could not be reached for comment.

“The Long Goodbye”
Synopsis: Set in 1940, this one-act play follows 

Joe, nostalgic for the family members who have 
left him behind in favor of their personal dreams.

Director’s note: “The audience will hopeful-
ly discover a personal nostalgia for their own 
childhood during moments of the play that res-
onate with them,” Levy wrote in an email. “I 
was particularly drawn to ‘The Long Goodbye’ 
because I am interested in the concept of the-
atricalizing memory.”

“Gloryday”
Synopsis: This musical follows a disillusioned 

priest after the events of September 11, 2001.
Director’s note: “The play explores religious 

ritual and practice as a performance, and my 
production seeks to explore that performative 
relationship as well as question who the audi-
ence is,” Haefner wrote in an email. “My cast, 
designers, and I have also been exploring ideas 
about confession, deception, and the relativity of 
truth. A lot of the inspiration for this particular 
production also came from ideas specifically tied 
to America and New York.”

BARNARD THESIS FESTIVAL II

The second installment of the Senior Thesis 
Festival will feature solo performances by 
Kimberly Shepherd, BC ’12, and Tara Sonin, BC 
’12, on April 27 and 28 at 8 p.m. and original 
plays by Emma Goidel, BC ’12, Emily Nagel, CC 
’12, and Jacob Rice, CC ’12, on April 28 at 3 p.m., 
6 p.m., and 7 p.m. Department faculty members 
Sylvan Oswald and Kyle deCamp are advising 
the playwriting theses and solo performances, 
respectively. 

Solo performers Shepherd and Sonin explain 
their pieces.

Kimberly Shepherd: “My piece is concerned 
with the sense of smell, it relationship to memo-
ry, and the significant—but often unconsidered—
impact the loss of this sense can have on an in-
dividual. The main character is a young woman 
who has lost her sense of smell. Her journey 
with smell and its loss slowly unravels through 
a series of memories. The actual dialogue is a 
combination of my own writing and an adapta-
tion of Molly Birnbaum’s autobiography ‘Season 
to Taste.’”

Tara Sonin: “My [self-written] piece is unti-
tled as of yet, but it tells the story of two women 
from the Bible: Lilith and Leah. Lilith embodies 
the lover figure, and Leah, the mother figure, but 
throughout the piece they both begin to realize 
the flaws in the roles they’ve chosen to inhabit—
and to a certain degree, that have been chosen 
for them. They seek to reconcile the women they 
are with the women they want to become, ulti-
mately colliding together to form one, whole, 
cohesive being.” 

NEW PLAYS

Emma Goidel: “‘A Knee That Can Bend’ tells 
the multi-lingual story of an American sociology 
student, Kate, who travels to Senegal to study 
female homosexuality. Kate’s research begins 
as an exciting strategy to save the world and the 
gays while paving her way towards grad school, 
but she finds Senegalese lesbians far more inter-
ested in sex than research and begins to trade 
one for the other with turbulent consequences. I 
wrote ‘A Knee That Can Bend’ after my semester 

Nicola Di Nino: professor by day, restaurateur by night

BY BRENDAN DONLEY 
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Anyone noticing loud sounds or impromptu 
dancing in Lerner Hall this week during a routine 
trip for lunch or mail will be faced with a dilemma: 
to continue the routine and go to class or listen to 
an hour of free, energetic live rock music. 

The weeklong campus music festival 
“Symposium” kicked off yesterday, with free music 
and food from 12-1 p.m. every day leading up to this 
weekend’s Bacchanal and Postcrypt Folk Fest con-
cert and starting with a showcase of several young 
New York bands in the Lerner Piano Lounge.

Kicking off the festival with Monday’s first per-
formance, the Miracles of Modern Science singer 
Evan Younger eagerly declared Lerner Hall “no 
longer a place of study.”

Complementing Bacchanal’s electronic and 
hip-hop selections of Curren$y and Big Gigantic, 
Live at Lerner’s selections for Symposium inte-
grate more independent New York acts such as 
Beast Make Bomb and Tall Tall Trees, a Postcrypt 
regular, in a more rock-based setting indoors.

Simply put, “Rock in the daytime is better than 
electronic in the daytime,” said Live at Lerner co-
ordinator and next year’s CCSC vice president of 
campus life Yanyi Luo, CC ’13. 

Interested in “melding the two identities” of Live 
at Lerner and Postcrypt in tandem with Bacchanal, 
Luo hopes staging the event with several local bands 
will set a precedent for a collaboration to evolve.

By trying to keep it as local as possible, Luo said 
she hopes that their selection of bands demon-
strates the talent available in New York. 

“So many types of music get played in the city 
and I really want to exploit that,” Luo added. 

Though the settings and music genres of the 
three components of Symposium vary, “All of these 
events are great ways for students to discover new 
bands and music,” said Postcrypt head manager 
Annika Christensen, BC ’13.

Despite the differences in performances, 
Christensen said that she thinks the concerts will 
lift morale among students.  

“Maybe there will be some Bacchanal burnout, 
and we can capitalize on that,” she added, encour-
aging students to “just come out on the lawn and 

listen to good folk music.”
As one of the only student-run coffee houses 

in the country, Postcrypt features weekly music 
shows at night in the dark cozy basement of St. 
Paul’s Chapel, but its Folk Fest this Sunday will 
operate in a more expansive venue: out in the sun-
light grass of Van Am quad with free food, ampli-
fied tunes, and a larger expected audience. 

Sunday’s Folk Fest will feature a mixture of 
Postcrypt regulars, bands with Columbia and New 
York ties, and touring bands. “The idea is getting a 
bigger audience outdoors, combining music with 
food and art,” Christensen said. 

Compared with the typically more isolated 
Postcrypt show, “the idea of having an entire mu-
sic festival is a really great draw,” she added, hop-
ing the collaboration with Bacchanal and Live at 
Lerner will foster mutual publicity and discovery 
for each group.

More than just listening to and discovering 
new bands, by combining three events into one, 
Symposium is “an opportunity for people to come 
together because of music,” Luo said.  

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Students gear up for a music-filled weekend

YANYI LUO FOR SPECTATOR

JAM SESSION  |  The band Miracles of Modern Science perform on the first day of Live At Lerner’s “Symposium” in the Piano Lounge.

Theater majors 
offer an array of 
plays, individual 
works for April

JENNY PAYNE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

THE OLD COUNTRY  |  Columbia professor Nicola Di Nino tries to bring the same philosophies to 
the classroom and the kitchen: authenticity and culture.

“In the morning, I’m at Colum-
bia teaching my class ... At the 
same time, I sometimes feel 
like I’m married to the 
restaurant.”

—Nicola Di Nino, Italian professor
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Light Blue baseball looks for first win over St. John’s since 2003
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SPORTS

Seeing how 
baseball head-

lines dominate this 
publication this 
time of year, you 
might think that 
baseball is a “major 
sport” at Columbia, 
but this simply isn’t 
the case. There are 
many compelling 
reasons Columbia 
baseball deserves 
more attention, es-
pecially among students.

Before I started out on the base-
ball beat last year, I was told that 
the sport falls somewhere between 
football and basketball and the 
“minor sports,” but the student at-
tendance would lead you to believe 
that baseball is as minor as a sport 
gets—because, simply put, there is 
no student attendance.

While I feel no need to chastise 
students for not making the trek up 
to Baker Field (especially since the 
1 train never seems to cooperate), 
it is unfortunate that once basket-
ball season ends, any interest for 
Columbia sports on campus seems 
to dissipate. In fact, forget about 
the average student and just look 
at the one organization that would 
seem to care: this newspaper. The 
columns from this semester feature 
a grand total of one other column 
that has touched on a spring sport 
in some way—and that was my last 
column.

Instead of treating baseball as 
filler for the spring, we should real-
ize that spring sports at Columbia 
actually have potential to raise 
the excitement level on campus. 
Since we do not have an ice hockey 
program whose playoffs take over 
March or a men’s lacrosse program 
to dominate the April slate like at 
other Ivies, we should appreciate 
the great baseball and tennis being 
played 100 blocks north of campus.

While I cannot speak much 
more about the tennis team besides 
that it’s won 12 games in a row and 
seems to be staring an Ivy cham-
pionship season in the face, I can 
tell of several compelling storylines 
playing out this baseball season. 
There should be enough of them 
to pique any baseball fan’s interest 
right through finals.

The starting pitching has been 
dominant on several occasions. Pat 
Lowery showed his pitcher-of-the-
year potential in the league opener 
and David Speer has been nearly 
flawless in his two starts. In fact, 
while another New York southpaw 
with a dazzling curveball may have 
gotten more attention for taking a 
no-hitter into the seventh inning on 
Sunday afternoon, it was Speer who 
was more dominant, doing the same 
thing.

Unlike most of the major sports 
leagues, Major League Baseball 
actually has a decent group of Ivy 
League alumni. So there’s a good 
chance that someone playing at 
Robertson Field at Satow Stadium 
this month could be on a Major 
League field in the near future. 
That was the case for former Lions 
Fernando Perez and Mike Baxter 
(the latter scored the winning run 
for the Mets Monday night). This 
may be the case for Dario Pizzano 
or Tim Giel in the future, both of 
whom had outstanding summer 
league performances last year.

Speaking of Pizzano, not only 
is he one of the best hitters in the 
league, but he’s competing with 
Alexander Aurrichio for the all-
time Columbia home run mark 
in the coming weeks. The record 
currently belongs to Gene Larkin, 
who smacked 25 home runs over his 
career, while Pizzano and Aurrichio 
sit three and two blasts short of ty-
ing the mark, respectively.

And of course, there’s the on-
going race for the Ivy League 
title. The Lou Gehrig Division has 
proven itself the superior division, 
dominating the Red Rolfe Division 
23-9 in inter-division play, so a trip 

BY STEVEN LAU 
Spectator Staff Writer

On Easter Sunday, the men’s tennis 
team experienced a miracle.

After losing in doubles, the Lions 
rallied back against Harvard to win 
five of the six singles matches, defeat-
ing the Crimson 5-2. While the Light 
Blue was excited by the overall win, 
one of the most impressive match-
es of the day was in the No. 1 spot, 
where freshman Winston Lin defeated 
Harvard senior Jonathan Pearlman in 
two sets, 6-1 and 6-2.

“He can officially walk on water,” 
said head coach Bid Goswami.

At 5-foot-10 and 140 pounds, Lin is 
not the most physically imposing op-
ponent at first glance. But having won 
15 consecutive matches in either the 
No. 1 or No. 2 singles spot, Lin—ranked 
No. 102 in the nation as of Monday—has 
proven himself a serious competitor.

Success on the tennis court is 
nothing new for the freshman from 
Williamsville, N.Y., but Lin has 
taken a unique path to his recent 
accomplishments.

Since Lin began playing tennis at 

age seven, his dad, Li Lin, has been his 
coach. When he began coaching his son, 
Li Lin had competed in a few United 
States Tennis Association club matches, 
but he had only been playing tennis for 
a few years.

“We basically—the two of us—went 
about it in our way,” Li Lin said. “If I 
said I knew what I was doing, that’s not 
the truth.”

Though most young players who 
are serious about tennis have a coach 
who has toured as a professional, Lin 
believes his father’s lack of experience 
allowed the father-son pair to develop a 
unique style that worked for them.

“It was frustrating at times ’cause he 
would just yell at me,” Lin said. “But it 
was good because we could talk at any 
time, and he knew me really well so he 
knew what I was thinking and he knew 
how to fix what was a problem.”

Lin’s father would watch tennis 
videos and match footage, and practice 
with his son for an hour each day at 
the local Miller Tennis Center, work-
ing slowly to build a solid foundation.

While much of his training hap-
pened on the court, Lin also improved 
his tennis through playing music.

Since he was five, Lin played classi-
cal piano, and throughout his youth he 
took part in various piano competitions. 
Although music competed with tennis 
for time, it had a vital role in Lin’s de-
velopment as an athlete.

“Basically, the rhythm from the mu-
sic helped me understand the rhythm of 
tennis,” Lin said. “I could feel the pace 
of the points and adjust.”

By age 11, Lin and his family began 
traveling to tournaments all across the 
nation, and it was not long before he 
was taking home first-place trophies.

Lin won the USTA Eastern Junior 
Sectionals for 12s, 16s, and 18s, won the 
National Open 16s, and was ranked as 
high as No. 25 in the nation.

By the end of high school, there 
were no local players who could com-
pete with Lin in a match. While this was 
frustrating, it forced Lin to practice his 
weakest shots while hitting with these 
other players, helping him to round out 
his game.

As his achievements grew in num-
ber, Lin caught Goswami’s eye several 
years before he even began the college 
recruiting process.

“I actually went to see someone else, 

and Winston was playing him and he 
beat him in the superbreaker,” Goswami 
said. “I thought he had unbelievable 
footwork. He has everything he needs—
he has a great heart and his footwork is 
impeccable.”

When it came time for Lin to choose 
a university, he was torn between 
Harvard and Columbia, but ultimately, 
the Light Blue’s team atmosphere was 
the deciding factor.

“The guys on the team were much 
closer than any other team that I vis-
ited,” Lin said. “They welcomed me, 
and they showed that they wanted me 
more than any other team—same with 
the coaches.”

The camaraderie among the Light 
Blue players, especially among the six 
freshmen, continues to be one of Lin’s 
favorite aspects of being part of the team.

Classmate Ashok Narayana, the No. 
4 singles player, said Lin—referred to as 
“Winnie” by teammates—is light-heart-
ed and fun off the court, but when he 
practices and competes he is completely 
different.

“He’s one of the most professional 

STEVEN LAU FOR SPECTATOR

WINNING  |  Winston “Winnie” Lin used his classical piano skills to help him fine tune the pacing of his game. He is currently ranked No. 102 in the nation. 

Freshman Winston Lin finds rhythm on the court

Sports heat 
up, even in the 
springtime

Roar 
Ryan 
Roar

RYAN
YOUNG

Student attendance 
would lead you to be-
lieve that baseball is as 
minor as a sport gets.

BY RYAN YOUNG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Lions (12-16, 5-3 Ivy) will con-
tinue their long stretch away from 
home on Tuesday when they head to 
Queens for a challenging matchup with 
St. John’s (18-13), which is 8-2 at home 
this season. 

Columbia will try to continue its 
success in midweek games, having de-
feated Army and Rutgers the past two 
Wednesdays, while the Red Storm, cur-
rently in fourth place in the Big East, 
will look for its eighth straight win over 
the Lions. The two teams will renew 
their annual matchup after last year’s 
game was rained out.

“It’s always a game that when you 
get the schedule at the beginning of 
the year, you circle,” head coach Brett 
Boretti said. “I don’t know when the last 
time Columbia beat St. John’s was, but 
we’ve come close a couple times.”

That last win over St. John’s was back 
in 2003, but after a string of blowouts in 

the years that followed, Columbia has 
indeed been more competitive with 
the Red Storm. In 2009, Columbia fell 
2-1, and when they last met in 2010, the  

Lions dropped an extraordinary 22-21 
contest at Kaiser Stadium.

This year, St. John’s’ offense has been 
heating up, posting a .299 average in its 

last 22 games. In fact, the Red Storm 
is coming off a weekend series in New 

“We’re looking forward 
to going over there and 
playing hard and seeing 
what we can do against 
the Jonnies.”

—Brett Boretti, head coach

SEE YOUNG, page 3
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NICK OF TIME  |  Junior outfielder Nick Ferraresi has hit three homers so far this season, while posting a .321 batting average.

SEE BASEBALL, page 3

SEE LIN, page 3
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