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TAKIN’ IT EASY | Academic affairs rep. Steven Castellano, CC ’13, said the proposal would ease the transition from high school.

Club heads
applaud BC

student gov
shakeup

BY EMMA GOSS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Club leaders on both sides
of Broadway say Barnard’s stu-
dent government shakeup will
be positive but are relieved that
not much will change for dually
recognized groups.

Barnard’s Student
Government Association un-
veiled plans on Thursday to es-
tablish the Governing Board at
Barnard, which will take over
the responsibility of managing
clubs. The formation of GBB
also brought about an agree-
ment with the Activities Board
at Columbia that allows ABC-
recognized groups to reserve
space at Barnard, a new benefit
that club leaders say is hugely
helpful.

“It will allow so
many more students
to be on leadership
positions.”

—Allie Carieri, CC ’15,
Columbia Musical Theater
Society treasurer

“Right now we do face pret-
ty significant space restraints,”
Ben Harris, CC ’14 and techni-
cal director of the Columbia
University Performing Arts
League, said. Allowing ABC-
recognized groups to reserve
space at Barnard “would defi-
nitely relieve some of the bottle-
neck that occurs with scheduling
performances and scheduling
rehearsals and a whole slew of
things,” he said.

“Most ABC-recognized
groups see it as a victory for
ABC in that they don’t anticipate
losing any funding, they won’t
lose any programming rights,
and they only gain the ability to
reserve space at Barnard,” Alex
Donnelly, CC ’14 and CUPAL
vice president, said.

All groups that are currently
dually recognized by ABC and
SGA will be “grandmothered in,”

SEE SGA, page 2

Facebook suspends CU Admirers

BY ABBY ABRAMS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Now you’ll actually have to talk
to that special someone in real life.
Columbia Admirers, the popu-
lar Facebook account that posts
anonymous admirations and mes-
sages, was shut down for three
days, starting Sunday, after being
reported for offensive material.
Launched last semester, the
page lets anyone submit a message
through its Tumblr account and
will then publish it anonymously,
tagging the recipient in the post.
Columbia Admirers is run by
an unnamed person or group of
people in order to protect the

anonymity of posters and make
students feel comfortable sub-
mitting admirations. Because the
Facebook account is currently
blocked, Columbia Admirers has
removed the submission feature
from its Tumblr and lists no con-
tact information on the page.

In a message posted on
Tumblr, Columbia Admirers said
its Facebook account was taken
down “due to someone reporting
one of our statuses even though it
contained no tagged name/wasn’t
offensive”

Several days before the
three-day suspension, Columbia
Admirers posted a message on its
Facebook page asking students

to refrain from reporting posts to
Facebook, as it had received sev-
eral warnings from the website
due to users flagging “offensive”
posts. The page asked users to let
it know directly if any posts made
them uncomfortable and said it
would remove the posts.

The most recent update said
that Columbia Admirers was con-
sidering a hiatus due to the num-
ber of posts that students have
reported.

“Even if we won’t be around,
please keep admiring, Columbia,”
the message on Tumblr read.

Students Monday said they

SEE ADMIRERS, page 2

CCSC backs first-
year P/D/F proposal

Council would make non-Core
first semester classes pass/fail

BY TRACEY WANG
AND RAKHI AGRAWAL
Spectator Staff Writers

The Columbia College
Student Council passed a reso-
lution Sunday night calling for
apolicy to require first-semester
first-years to take all non-Core
classes pass/D/fail in their first
semester.

The policy, which would
need to be approved by
Columbia College Dean James
Valentini and the Committee on
Instruction before going into ef-
fect, would also lower the credit
limit from 22 points to 18 points
during students’ first semester.

A pass grade would not be
uncoverable, but would be “pub-
lished on students’ unofficial
transcripts for personal review,”
the CCSC resolution states.
Those grades would not be cal-
culated into students’ GPAs but
could be used “under the stu-
dents [sic] discretion” on intern-
ship or scholarship applications.

The resolution, which
passed 23-4 with two absten-
tions, is the culmination of a
yearlong effort by Academic
Affairs Representative Steven
Castellano, CC ’13, who said
that the policy likely would not
go into effect until the class of
2018’s first year at the earliest,
due to the time needed to get it
approved. Castellano plans to
present Valentini and the com-
mittee with a 40-page proposal
researching pass/fail policies
and stress reduction strategies
at peer institutions.

“It helps solve problems re-
lated to the unequal preparation
for school, it helps with academic

integrity ... and it leads to course
exploration,” Castellano said.

Mandating pass/D/fail class-
es would ease the transition
from high school to college for
first-years, Castellano, who took
19 credits his first semester, said.

“It sounds almost cliché by
now, but we come from all across
the country and all across the
world,” he said. “When we get
here, we have different levels of
readiness and different levels
of expectations of what we can
take on.”

The norm, Castellano said,
was for students to take “18 or
20” credits in their first semes-
ter, which he said leads students
to “isolate themselves in work.”

Castellano decided to exempt
Core classes from the policy af-
ter conversations with faculty
members on the Committee for
the Core Curriculum. Pass/fail-
ing classes like Lit Hum would
give students “even less of a mo-
tivation to read” the texts, he said.

Jared Odessky, CC’15 and vice
president of communications,
said he voted in favor of the reso-
lution because the policy ensures
that Columbia is keeping its well-
ness initiative a priority.

“Many of my friends were
overly adventurous their first se-
mester and took a lot of classes,”
Odessky said. “It became very
stressful for them and it was a
rocky start at Columbia.”

Odessky, a candidate for the
University Senate, said that he
took only 14 credits his first se-
mester at Columbia, with one
class pass/D/fail.

“I had a much easier time

SEE CCSC, page 2
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT | Executive Director Brian
Ricklin plans to use the grant money to hire more employees.

Arts group to expand after
winning WHLDC grant

BY CHRIS MEYER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

On a wall bordering a sloped
section of 138th Street, a colorful
mural combines animals, patterns,
and faces into an elaborate artistic
structure that stretches for nearly
half a block between Broadway
and Amsterdam Avenue.

The mural adorns a wall sur-
rounding P.S. 192, where children
gather every weekend to draw
pictures and write stories about
topics ranging from environmen-
tal preservation to racial equali-
ty—programs available because of
the Creative Arts Workshops for
Kids, a local nonprofit that uses
art to keep students off the streets
and encourage children to express
their creativity.

The workshop is one of the 83
organizations that received a to-
tal of $2 million late last month
from the West Harlem Local
Development Corporation, which
is in charge of distributing the $76
million Columbia earmarked for

the community in the wake of its
Manhattanville expansion.

CAW Executive Director Brian
Ricklin said he plans to use his
$20,000 grant to expand his sum-
mer employment program to in-
clude after-school job opportuni-
ties in schools across Community
District 9.

The group hired local students
and paid them minimum wage
to paint the 138th Street mural in
2011, as well as another mural at
the Doe Fund’s Harlem Center
for Opportunity in the summer
of 2012—a job that required 79
employees.

However, “we’re more than just
amural program,” Ricklin said. The
group hosts weekend workshops
at P.S. 192 and other local schools
that teach topics like painting, ar-
chitecture, and urban design.

“We believe creativity should
be everywhere,” Ricklin said.
“Sadly some adults lose their cre-
ativity, which is why we are getting

SEE GRANT, page 2

Facilities begins Pupin Plaza renovations

BY CAMILLE BAPTISTA
Spectator Staff Writer

Facilities began installing new
sections of decking material in
Pupin Plaza last week, address-
ing continued concerns from stu-
dents about the messy and poten-
tially dangerous state of the plaza
bricks.

The new wood and plastic
decking, which is being con-
structed on top of the plaza’s de-
teriorating brickwork, will stretch
from the entrance of Pupin Hall to
the Dodge Fitness Center bridge,
joining the two sections built last
year near the plaza’s southwest
and northwest corners. It covers
large and unsightly holes created
by missing bricks, which are dis-
turbed every year due to weather
and lack of secure placement.

However, the decking is only
a short-term solution. Facilities
said in a statement that “given the
structural complexities of this pla-
za any permanent solution would
be logistically complicated and
expensive.” Minor renovations

would serve as “near-term im-
provements” to “address some of
the immediate concerns.”

The condition of the plaza has
been a popular topic on What
To Fix Columbia, the Columbia
College Student Council web-
site on which students can sug-
gest changes they want to see on
campus.

Jared Odessky, CC ’15 and
CCSC vice president for com-
munications, said in an email
that while the administration has
long been aware of the need for
renovations in the plaza, the web-
site “helped some administrators
recognize that it was a big issue
on the minds of undergraduates.”

CCSC members plan to meet
with University senators to look at
long-term solutions for the prob-
lem with the plaza’s bricks.

“As we move forward in the
long term, student input will be
important in driving ideas for use
of the space,” Odessky said.

“This should solve a number
of the issues people have identi-
fied with the plaza, and work as a

solution until it can be renovated
in its entirety;” Will Hughes, CC

Many students have expressed
concern about both the hazardous
bricks and about the administra-
tion’s response to the problem.

“It’s a shame that it’s such a
visible part of campus, that they
can’t put more money into fixing it
right,” Brian Jones, an engineering
Ph.D. student in GSAS, said about
the decking.

Jones, who works in Mudd,
said he crosses Pupin Plaza fre-
quently and that it has been in
bad shape during all four of his
years at Columbia, particularly in
the winter when ice freezes. He
called the new decking “a band-
aid solution.”

Mariko Yoshida, GSAS 13,
agreed that bad weather exac-
erbates the problem and makes
the plaza even more dangerous.
“Especially when it rains, it’s pret-
ty hard to walk around here,” she
said. “T have a problem with heels
especially”

camille.baptista
@columbiaspectator.com
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OVERDUE CHANGE | The decking renovations follow persistent student complaints about the
difficult and potentially dangerous combination of missing bricks and potholes in Pupin Plaza.
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CU honors Lorca, a
former GS student

Columbia is hosting a lecture and
walking tour as part of “Lorca in NY:
A Celebration,” a festival in memory
of renowned poet and artist Federico
Garcia Lorca.
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John’s at home

The Lions will have to keep their
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the St. John’s offense today.
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SGA reforms will give student clubs more input

SGA from front page

as Sarah Steinmann, BC/JTS ’13
and vice president for student
activities, put it. Their resourc-
es, including advisers and funds
on both sides of Broadway, will
remain the same. The only differ-
ence will be that they will be rec-
ognized by GBB instead of SGA, a
minor swapping of names.

Allie Carieri, CC ’15 and trea-
surer of the Columbia Musical
Theater Society, said that effec-
tively keeping things the way they
are is “a great relief for treasurers
in general and for groups that are
dually recognized,” adding that
the biggest change for her group
will hopefully be more access to
rehearsal space.

However, new groups that
form once the GBB is in place
will be recognized by either
ABC or GBB—not both. Groups
will get to choose which under
which board they are recognized.
They will still receive all of the
resources of a dually recognized
group, but with one adviser and
one bank account.

Donnelly said that as presi-
dent of the Columbia Wind
Ensemble, a dually recognized
group, he is happy to have two
advisors and sources of funding.

“Tvereally benefitted from my
adviser David Milch at Columbia,
who really helps me out with con-
cert logistics and alumni develop-
ment ... whereas Joyce at Barnard
really helps me with leadership
development,” Donnelly said.
Beginninglast year, ABC allowed

groups to roll their bank ac-
counts together with their SGA
funding, combining the funds in
one account—a big convenience,
Donnelly said.

Groups recognized only by SGA
expressed mixed feelings about
the switch. Simone Norman, BC
’15 and amember of Control Top, a
University-wide all-female improv
group, said she was concerned
about a lack of space.

“If Columbia is going to start
looking for club space over here,
there’s already not that much to
go around anyway,” she said.

However, Norman said the

group would welcome “Columbia
students rehearsing alongside of
us and serving alongside of us
jointly, as long as everyone’s fair
with spaces, which I think we
would be”

Additionally, Columbia stu-
dents will be allowed to serve
on leadership positions for GBB,
and ABC is changing its policy to
allow Barnard students to serve
on its board and become leaders
of clubs that are only recognized
by ABC.

“Ilike moving in the direction
of integration and not keeping
things on one side of the street,”

4

Norman said.

Carieri agreed, saying that al-
lowing students from both sides
of Broadway to become more in-
volved would help both GBB and
ABC groups.

“I’'m glad it [GBB] will allow
so many more students to be on
leadership positions and really
focus on making student clubs
efficient and the best they can
be,” she said.

GBB positions will be chosen
before an April 22 SGA town hall
about the board.

emma.goss
@columbiaspectator.com
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SHAKEUP | Barnard’s Student Government Association is launching a new governing board, a
change group leaders said would be helpful in terms of space issues and simplifying bureaucracy.

American Vernacular site from CC alumna sells unique styles

VERNACULAR from page 6

decided to go on a vintage-
buying road trip with one of
her friends to see if she could
make the vision for her store
a reality.

“I didn’t even know what
was out there, or what I was
going to find, or if it was fea-
sible,” Lander said. “I was
surprised by how many great
things I was able to find right
away, though.”

Lander stocks the store
with high-quality pieces from
all over the United States and
chooses clothing and accesso-
ries that she could see herself
or her friends wearing.

After her first road trip,
Lander started the American
Vernacular. As she describes
it, the name stemmed from her
personal language of clothing,
history, and travel.

“I take short day trips in
the surrounding areas, but ev-
ery couple of months I do a big
road trip, which is not glamor-
ous to plan at all,” Lander said.
“It’s fun to see all of the differ-
ent pieces you find in each area,
though, because each place has
a distinct style.”

Lander’s favorite place to
search for vintage treasures is
the South.

“Women really love to dress
up in the South, and they al-
ways have,” she said. “There
are so many amazing pieces I
have found there.”

Lander, who writes brand
histories for each of the de-
signers of the pieces she sells,
is interested in each object’s
former life.

“My favorite piece I've
found was a Victorian-era vel-
vet riding cape from a histori-
cal society in Little Kentucky,”
she said. “I found it in college.
There was an emotional attach-
ment to it because it was the
first piece I bought thinking I
might open a store like this.”

Lander has high hopes and
a little anxiety for the store’s
future.

“I would like to have a store,
but at the same time it is such
arisk,” Lander said. “Ideally it
will turn into a full-fledged en-
terprise, but I also teach high
school part-time, which I re-
ally enjoy doing. I get to spend
the majority of my time on the
site and organizing sales, but
I also get to take a break and

teach kids on the side, which
is nice.”

The pieces featured on the
American Vernacular combine
the comfort and polish she in-
corporates into her own ward-
robe and style.

“I am drawn to classic
clothes that don’t overwhelm
or say too much on their own,”

. L LB,
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OH BRYN | Lander, CC ’06, created The American Vernacular.

Lander said. “But if I can see
anyone I know getting excited
about it, I'll get it.”

Lander will have a booth
at the Manhattan Vintage
Clothing Show from April 19-20
at Metropolitan Pavilion (125
W. 18th St. between Sixth and
Seventh avenues).

arts@columbiaspectator.com

COLUMBIA MUSIC FESTIVAL

FRIDAY
WBAR presents
WBAR-B-Q XX

_ Y _
SATURDAY

Bacchanal presents

deBACCHery
Low Plaza, 11 a.m.

Lehman Lawn, 5 p.m.

+—F

o

Students not only have Saturday’'s Bacchanal concert to look forward to this year, but also a week of
musical events sponsored by Columbia’s most tuneful groups. Tuesday evening marks the first night
of the Columbia Music Festival, which will run through Sunday with concerts across campus. Need a
guide to help you catch all the shows? We've got you covered.

SUNDAY

Postcrypt Coffeehouse presents

Folk Fest 2013
Van Am Quad, 12 p.m.

THURSDAY
WKCR presents

Barry Altschul's BRAHMA
Lerner Party Space, 8:30 p.m.

|
WEDNESDAY

Live at Lerner presents

Archie Pelago

Lerner Piano Lounge, 8 p.m.

TUESDAY
CCSC presents

Synaesthesia Kickoff Concert:

Hoodie Allen
E)one Arledge Auditorium. 6 p.m.

GRAPHIC BY RYAN VELING

Proposal would also reduce
first semester credit cap

CCSC from front page

adjusting,” he said.

David Froomkin, CC ’15 and
a candidate for the University
Senate, said that while he sup-
ports the gist of the policy, he has
problems with several points of
the proposal.

“I'm all for a policy which
allows first-years to pass/fail
classes in order to alleviate
stress. However, I do believe
grades should be uncoverable,”
Froomkin, a Spectator Arts
& Entertainment staff writer,
said. “Students should be able
to present their transcripts as
they wish.”

Froomkin also criticized the
reduction in the credit limit.

“I think the issue here is that
students should be able to take
the classes they wish to take,” he
said. “I don’t think it would be
appropriate to limit their free-
dom in course selection.”

While the policy will not af-
fect the class of 2017, council
members noted that it could
possibly be attractive to students
who might be interested in ap-
plying to Columbia in the future.

“It’s going to be a draw for stu-
dents interested in coming here,”
Odessky said. “The fact that we’re
constantly rated as the number
one most stressful campus is a
drawback for the school. You don’t
want to go to college to be stressed
out. You want to have a rigorous
academic experience but also a
good campus experience.”

Across Broadway, members of
Barnard’s Student Government
Association are also considering
a change in pass/D/fail policy.
Unlike at Columbia, Barnard stu-
dents are not allowed to uncover
pass/D/fail grades—a restriction
SGA wants to change.

At the SGA meeting on
Monday night, Elaine Gottesman,
BC ’14 and representative for ac-
ademic affairs, presented a pro-
posal that would make all grades
uncoverable. SGA members plan
to discuss the proposal with
Provost Linda Bell and Registrar
Constance Brown and vote on it
no later than January 2014.

“The idea is to align our poli-
cy more closely with Columbia’s,
because Columbia students tak-
ing our classes can uncover
their grades, and when we take
classes at Columbia we cannot,”
Academic Affairs Representative
Maggie Horikawa, BC ’14, said.

“Our job is to be students. It’s
not like we are going to take a
class less seriously because we
have the option to P/D/F it,” SGA
Vice President Julia Kennedy,
BC ’13, said.

Julia Kennedy, BC ’13 and
Student Government Association
vice president, said SGA would
take its time on the policy.

“We’re not going to slip this
under their door and hope they
take it seriously,” she said. “It in-
volves a conversation.”

Emma Goss contributed
reporting.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Workshop employs local
youth to paint murals

GRANT from front page

these little cherubs now.”

The work not only encourages
students to express their creativ-
ity, but also impresses upon them
the importance of abiding by com-
mitments and working within a
professional structure, he said.

“In our mind, we’re preparing
them for adult responsibility and
not just higher education,” Ricklin
said.

Students who fail to show up
or complete their work on time
are asked to leave. “In art, the con-
sequences aren’t that serious,” he
said. “But they are real.”

Ricklin said a major responsi-
bility for last summer’s employ-
ees was the challenge of working
with a client. CAW employees
who painted the Doe Fund mu-
ral were required to collaborate
with the formerly homeless and
incarcerated men who were liv-
ing at the home, and lay out their
vision for how the mural should
take shape over the summer.

Richard Rosado, who worked
on CAW projects in the summers
of 2011 and 2012 and now teach-
es some of the organization’s
Saturday workshops, said his time
with CAW had helped bring out
his creativity and interest in art as
a possible profession.

“It basically gave me the
chance to get a job,” he said. “And
when I met Brian and [Program
Director] Molaundo Jones, they
gave me the push to make art
not just a hobby, but a potential
career.”

Another CAW alumnus, teach-
ing assistant Anthony Blake, called
the program a refuge for children
interested in art.

Many of the kids at the
Saturday workshop “don’t have
the opportunity to express them-
selves in the arts,” Blake said.

“When I wentin the first year I
didn’t know anything at all,” Kathy
Chalas, who worked on the P.S.
192 mural, said. “It was good to try
something new. It’s something I
had never done bef ore. They put
responsibility in us, so you have to
think on your own.”

Ricklin said he is excited to
teach children through a variety
of media, including photojournal-
ism and even videography, when
the after-school workshops begin
next academic year.

“We want to get them excited
about opportunities in which they
can creatively solve problems,” he
said. “Whether you are a journal-
ist or a banker, there is creativity
in everything we do.”

chris.meyer
@columbiaspectator.com

CU Admirers down after
‘offensive’ posts reported

ADMIRERS from front page

had seen mostly positive posts
on the site, but that some people
might not want every post tagged
for all to see.

Keanu Ross-Cabrera, CC ’16,
who has become something of a
campus celebrity for the number
of posts he has received, said he
thought they were generally posi-
tive and humorous.

“It’s a nice thing for the
school—the site’s very funny,” he
said. “Someone either can’t take
a joke or it became too personal.”’

“The only things that 've seen
on it were positive,” Ian Overton,
CC 13, said. “I can understand
why people might be uncom-
fortable, but most things weren’t
offensive”

Many defended Columbia
Admirers, which has become so
popular in recent months that it
often takes up large portions of
students’ Facebook newsfeeds.

“You can just untag yourself or
ask them to take it down,” Sonali
Mehta, CC’15, said. “I got one say-
ing something like ‘dat ass, and
they messaged me before putting
it up to ask if I was OK. There’s a
screening process.”

Jessica Anderson, CC ’15,
agreed, saying she thought the
negative or offensive posts did not
make up the majority of Columbia
Admirers’ content.

“For the amount of offensive
posts, the ratio to positive ones
is not enough to shut it down,”
she said. “People like Columbia
Admirers.”

Erin Larson, CC ’16, said she
was surprised that the account
had been reported because she
thought it served a worthwhile
purpose.

“I never thought it was of-
fensive. Most things are positive.
They’re all compliments, and if
they’re not, then they’re not really
admiring you,” she said. “It would
be too bad if it got shut down. I
read them alot.”

Ross-Cabrera had some ad-
vice for students who are now
forced to pursue their crushes
offline.

“Go up and say something
nice to them, like, ‘Hey man, nice
shirt!”” he suggested. “Talking is
good”

Luke Barnes contributed
reporting.

abby.abrams
@columbiaspectator.com
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Try something
new, catch a
ball game

riday morning,

I woke up with |
a distinct sense of J -f'_']‘
accomplishment % = “(
thanks to what I had { g
pulled off over the
previous 24 hours. SAM
A rare but won- TYDINGS
derful quirk in the
MLB schedule, plus Boo F h
my overwhelming Review
desire to escape the

Morningside Heights bubble, led to a
Thursday where baseball was the prior-
ity and class was on the backburner.
This is not that different from how I
spend most of my days in the spring, but
this past Thursday, when the Yankees
and Mets played home games at sepa-
rate times, something special was in the
air.

‘When people complain about
Columbia not allowing them to explore
the city, it is usually in reference to
seeing a new exhibit at the Met, going
to a bar in the Village, or exploring the
Cloisters. But the city boasts plenty of
sports options as well, especially base-
ball. Even the most sports-apathetic stu-
dent should strive to try something new
and go to multiple baseball games in
their four years here, as fellow WKCR
Sports broadcaster Miles Johnson and I
did—all in one day—last week.

Wednesday night, Miles and I made
a pact to take part in the rare two-sta-
dium doubleheader, buying $11 tickets
to the Mets/Padres affair at Citi Field
and a pair of seats among the Bleacher
Creatures (for twice the price) to see
the Yankees take on the Red Sox. We did
not get to see a no-hitter, a four-homer
game, or even a miraculous comeback,
but for 10 hours we ignored the limita-
tions that Columbia had set on us and
enjoyed a rare weekday afternoon off.

We began at the familiar Broadway
gates at 11:40 AM, heading down the
stairs to catch a downtown 1 train on
our way to Citi Field, neither of us
bringing especially high expectations
for the on-field product awaiting us in
Queens.

I had barely finished filling out the
lineups in my scorecard (yes, 'm that
guy) before experiencing a first inning
bunt, wondering if we were going to see
a 20-strikeout performance, and cheer-
ing in awe of David Wright’s at-bat mu-
sic. All the while we debated American
League vs. National League style of play
(AL), the top food choices at MLB parks
(Shake Shack!), and how early is too
early to start counting down the outs to a
no-hitter (it’s never too early), along with
some topics that I can’t repeat in this
column. As San Diego was about to close
out the game 2-1, Miles and I trudged
down five levels to the subway to see if
the Yankees could pull off a similar result
a few miles to the northwest.

It takes about an hour to take the 7
train to Grand Central, switch over and
ride the 4 uptown, then walk from the
platform at the Yankee Stadium stop to
street level. It takes about 30 seconds
for me to feel at home watching people
mill around outside the stadium taking
pictures, drinking pregame beers, and
buying vulgar T-shirts at the corner of
161st and River.

Miles and T headed to our spot in the
right field bleachers in time to par-
take in roll call: the chanting of each
Yankee defender’s name until they
acknowledge those yelling at them.
Though roll call ends in the top of the
first inning, the bleachers continued
yelling at Boston right fielder Shane
Victorino, mocking his feeble attempt
to score from second on a wild pitch,
his groundout to end the 2009 World
Series, and of course his mother. At one
point, Victorino turns around, points to
section 203, and then points at his cup.
This is entertainment you just can’t find
in a Core class.

At 9:40, Mariano Rivera froze Jackie
Bradley Jr., an outfielder half the fu-
ture Hall of Famer’s age, with a cutter
(surprise!) on the outer half to finish
off a 4-2 Yankees victory. In ten hours,
we twice got to enjoy the unparalleled
atmosphere of sitting in the crowd (or
lack thereof, in the Mets’ case) at a
baseball game.

Whether is it the currently first
place Lions on the northern tip of
Manhattan, the Yankees in the Bronx,
the Mets in Queens, the Cyclones in
Brooklyn, or even the Staten Island
Yankees, there is baseball in literally
every borough. Even if you don’t like
the sport or the teams you’re watch-
ing, it is an excuse to blow off spending
a few hours in Butler or in class, bond
with friends, and try something new.
Who knows, you might see something
you've never seen before.

Or, at least, get to yell at Shane
Victorino.

Sam Tydings is a senior in Columbia
College majoring in history. He is a
broadcaster for WKCR. Booth Review
runs biweekly.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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PITCH PERFECT | Junior lefty Joey Gandolfo will likely start on Tuesday against St. John’s. The Red Storm has a powerhouse offense, so pitching will be crucial.

Lions look to continue win streak against St. John’s

BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Spring has finally sprung and the
Columbia baseball team (13-15, 6-2 Ivy)
will enjoy the beautiful weather with a
five-game homestand.

On Tuesday, two pri-
mary colors meet as the
Light Blue play their
final home nonconfer-
ence game against the
St. John’s University
Red Storm (13-18).

The Lions are riding a four-game win
streak into Tuesday’s game after sweep-
ing both Yale and Brown on the road.
Juniors David Speer and Joey Donino
and senior Tim Giel all threw for quality
starts, and though freshman Adam Cline
struggled at the onset, Columbia’s bats
heated up at just the right time to give
him his second win of the season.

St. John’s cannot say the same about
its momentum. This past weekend, the
Red Storm dropped two of three games,

BASEBALL

and the series, to the University of
Connecticut. St. John’s was able to shut
out the Huskies 3-0 in Game 1, which
saw dominant pitcher James Lomangino
strike out seven in as many innings, but
it could not maintain the high level of
play over the course of the weekend.
Despite St. John’s record, head coach
Brett Boretti said that the team has a lot
of talent, in part thanks to head coach
Ed Blankmeyer.

“St. John’s, they are always going to
be tough,” Boretti said. “They’re very
well coached. Coach Blankmeyer is a
great coach, one of the best in the coun-
try, I think. Record-wise they’re not hav-
ing their best year—they lost a lot of great
teammates last year. Any time you play
St. John’s, they’re going to be ready to
go‘”

The Red Storm plays around with its
rotation a fair amount, as most of their
arms this year are underclassmen. While
Lomangino and Sean Hagan have each
gotten eight starts so far in 2013, Mike
Sheppard III, Ryan McCormick, and

Ryan Horstman have gotten the nod
five times or fewer. Blankmeyer gener-
ally uses these three as middle-inning
relief types and calls to the bullpen after
an average of three innings. Horstman
and McCormick split the time in the Red
Storm’s Sunday loss to Connecticut, so
the Lions will most likely see Sheppard
on the hill. Columbia holds the advan-
tage in the pitching department, as its
team ERA is 4.14 to the Red Storm’s 5.64.

Offense is the department where the
Red Storm typically shines. Five start-
ers are batting over .300 in 29 or more
games, led by catcher/first baseman
Frank Schwindel (.:341 in the cleanup
spot), who also leads the regulars with
43 hits, three home runs, 33 RBIs, and
a .508 slugging percentage. St. John’s
is very similar to the Lions in that they
consistently rack up hits, but don’t of-
ten utilize power. Columbia holds in the
edge in long balls this year, as they’ve
cracked 11 to St. John’s six in three fewer
games. Steals are a forte for both teams:
St. John’s is 34-44 and Columbia 34-42.

Average-wise the Lions are slightly out-
matched: The Light Blue bat is .214 com-
pared to the Red Storm’s .272.

Because of Tuesday’s forecast, Boretti
knows his team needs to be ready for a
possible slugfest.

“It’s supposed to be almost 75, 80 de-
grees on Tuesday too, so the ball’s prob-
ably going to be nice and warm, it’ll be
moving around, so we’ve got to be ready
to go.”

As is often the case, pitching will be
key for the Lions in their quest to keep
the streak alive, and junior pitcher Joey
Gandolfo will most likely be on the
mound to start.

“Tuesday will probably be a staff day
on the hill,” Boretti said of who he’ll put
on the field. “Get some guys out there
who didn’t get to throw this weekend
and try to get some guys out who haven’t
gotten their feet too wet yet.”

The game is slated to begin at
3:30 p.m. at Robertson Field at Satow
Stadium.

molly.tow@columbiaspectator.com

Ivies look evenly matched in weekend series splits

BY THERESA BABENDREIER
Spectator Staff Writer

Every team but
Columbia in the Lou

Gehrig Division split ~ ARQUND
its conference twin THE
bills this weekend. LEAGUE
Columbia, meanwhile,

went 4-0.

APRIL 6

PENN 0 9
BROWN 9 5

The Bears had a field day against
Penn, as J.J. Franco smashed two
home runs in the third and fifth to
get the bats going. Brown starter
Anthony Galan fended off the weak
Quaker offense, pitching a complete
game shutout with seven strikeouts.

The Bears faltered in the second
game, as starter Heath Mayo took
a seat in the dugout after walking
three, hitting one, and allowing a sin-
gle to let the Quakers go up 2-0. Soon
after, Penn’s Ryan Mincher tripled
into center field, coming home on a
Connor Betbeze single. The Quakers
went on to score three unanswered
runs to secure the victory.

CORNELL 3 7

HARVARD 1 10

All bats were quiet in a game that
just barely tipped in Cornell’s fa-
vor. After Mike Martin scored the
Crimson’s lone run in the bottom of
the third, lefty pitcher Nick Busto
tied up the Crimson offense, pre-
venting any runners from advancing

past second base. Big Red left fielder
Conor McCabe solidified Cornell’s
lead with a double to left field for two
RBIs in the fourth inning.

After taking an early lead, Harvard
slipped up in the middle innings,
temporarily losing the lead. The
Crimson then rallied from the larg-
est deficit it has faced this season,
scoring seven unanswered runs in the
seventh inning.

PRINCETON 7 1

DARTMOUTH 1 6

A series of Princeton doubles
broke a 1-1 tie in the third inning to
establish the Tiger’s 3-1 lead. Three
more insurance runs and righty Zak
Hermans’ strong starting pitching
led to six dry innings for Dartmouth,
with the Big Green scoring only a sin-
gle run.

The tables turned in the second
game as the Big Green threw off the
Tigers’ defense, forcing five errors.
Princeton soon dug itself into an in-
escapable hole, scoring just one run
en route to a 6-1 loss.

APRIL 7
PRINCETON 13 19
HARVARD 1 20

Pitcher Mike Ford came up big for
the Tigers both on the mound and at
the plate, hitting a homer and pitch-
ing a seven-inning complete game,
crippling any chance of a Harvard
comeback in the decisive Princeton
victory.

A different Harvard offense took
the field for the second game, as the
Crimson started swinging like it was

batting practice. Innings four through
six were particularly strong, with
Harvard putting up 14 runs to take a
17-10 lead. The Crimson pulled off the
win due in part to some wild pitching
from Tigers’ Nick Donatielloin the
bottom of the ninth.

PENN 5 0

YALE 1 1

Despite allowing only two runs in
the series, the Quakers had to settle
for their second split twin bill of the
weekend. Both teams struggled to get
runners around the bases, but Penn
got its the bats going in the fifth and
sixth innings, taking the lead 5-1.

Quakers and Bulldogs alike failed
to show offensive prowess in the sec-
ond game of the day. Yale lefty David
Hickey started out strong, keeping
Penn off-balance and pitching a com-
plete game shutout.

CORNELL 0 3

DARTMOUTH 1 0

A pitchers’ duel looked like it would
head into extra innings as the ninth
drew near and the board still read 0-0.
But the Big Green managed to load the
bases and Trent Goodrich drew a walk
from Cornell lefty reliever Michael
Byrne to break the deadlock.

The second game, too, was a shut-
out. Though Cornell scored right off
the bat in the first, the game started
to look like another pitchers’ duel.
Tacking on an insurance run in the
sixth, the Big Red sealed the deal at
3-0.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Overall |TEAM

1 DARTMOUTH

17-5 Although they didn’t put up
many runs this weekend, the
Big Green went 1-1.

2 CORNELL

a Two starters—righty Brian

1710 MecAfee and lefty Zach
McCulley—stood out in the
pitcher’s duels this weekend.

3 PENN

18-11 While they put up a strong fight

against Yale, allowing only two
runs in the series, the Quakers
had to settle for a split series this
weekend.

COLUMBIA

LIONS

4

13-15 The Light Blue moved up to
first in the Lou Gehrig Division
as the only Ivy to win both of its
series this weekend.

5 PRINCETON

7-20 Princeton shone as an offensive
powerhouse, scoring 40 runs
this weekend.

5 YALE

6-18 The Bulldogs pulled off a cru-
cial win to split the Penn series
and stay competitive in the Ivy
race.

) 7 HARVARD

6-21 Though Harvard’s offense
struggled in Game 1 of both se-
ries, Sunday’s slugfest salvaged
the weekend.

8 BROWN

3-19 The Bears were unable to sweep

Penn this weekend, despite a
strong offensive outing in Game
1.
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Staying classy,
Columbia

y now, I’m sure most of you

have read Susan Patton’s con-
troversial letter to the editor in
the Daily Princetonian. For those
who have not—and should—it
can be summed up in the follow-
ing sentence, and I quote, “Find

ANDREW
a husband on campus before you GODINICH
graduate.” The author, writing to
the daughter she never had, used ToOo BE
the bizarre stunt to remind female FRANK

Princetonians that they have only
a limited four-year window to find
husbands as intelligent and driven as themselves.
Patton, the proud mother of two other Tigers and
president of the Class of ’77, was quickly dismissed as
an “anti-feminist” of antiquated moral persuasion: a
modern-day Phyllis Schlafly.

Princeton, Columbia: the domain of the wealthy
and, allegedly, intellectual class. It’s simple economics,
really. When else are we going to be surrounded by so
many wealthy, like-minded people? Principles of eco-
nomics say to lock it down now. Offensive? Probably.
But by far the best response to Patton’s article I have
read came from Ross Douthat, whose Saturday opinion
piece in the New York Times proposed that Patton’s
real transgression did not come in her betraying the
feminist cause or in her blanket—and admittedly hu-
morous—over-generalizations of men and women.
Instead, she committed a far subtler offense: betraying
“her class.”

According to Douthat’s reasoning, Patton was only
articulating something that most members of the privi-
leged elite (WADDUP COLUMBIA) already quietly

acknowledge for themselves. Her crime was ripping
down the culture curtain that is the class barrier in
today’s America, revealing the ugly truth that most
already suspected: Ivy Leaguers largely believe that
they have achieved their status through hard work and
innate talent, and demand partners who enjoy similar
status for similar reasons. In Patton’s eyes (and I sus-
pect those of a great many here at our august institu-
tion), an Ivy League degree represents the triumph

of the brute force of intelligence and value in the
Darwinian “meritocracy” of American social mobil-
ity. We are here because we are the “winners” of the
genetic lottery, and we demand partners who are “win-

Students seem to feel that successful
long-term relationships are best
consummated with other Ivy
Leaguers.

ners” as well.

Patton’s assertion that you have only four years to
find a mate is, of course, faulty, but not in the way you
might think. Even though the “ring before spring” cul-
ture is largely a thing of our parents’ generation (the
impending nuptials of two of my suitemates notwith-
standing), the upper class is increasingly marrying
within its own ranks, a phenomenon sociologists have
deemed “assortative mating.” To put it another way, as
much as Columbia students decry Patton’s classist no-
tion of settling down only with those of the same “stat-
ure,” research indicates that we are doing exactly that.

In conversation after conversation I have had with
fellow Columbians, Patton’s sentiment seems less
controversial and instead very, very normal. While
it takes different forms (“The Ivy League attracts a

certain type of person; How could I have a conversa-
tion with someone from that school?”; or “He might
resent my success”), there seems to be a consensus:
Students feel that successful long-term relation-
ships are best consummated with other Ivy Leaguers.
Perhaps this belief underlies the success of dating sites
like DateMySchool, which allows you to filter out the
profiles of those users from “less desirable” institu-
tions. Or, as someone close to me less delicately put it,
DateMySchool lets you “filter out the trashy schools.”
If this is not the definition of Patton’s letter put into
practice, I don’t know what is.

Of course, her piece contains many other gaps in
logic and sweeping misconceptions. But isn’t that kind
of the point? We like to believe that the highly edu-
cated (i.e., us) are somehow inoculated against such
petty social ills as sexism and racism. How could a suc-
cessful businesswoman, the president of her Princeton
class (and one of the first woman graduates), write
such uncritical, seemingly unaware, dribble?

Unfortunately for our inflated egos, we are not
immune to these fallacies. It was only last week that
a student in my Barnard sociology seminar insisted
that she could never vote for Sarah Palin because,
“How can you raise a family and run the country at
the same time?” These slip-ups are best reserved for
those pesky Tea Partiers and anti-choice evangelicals,
no? Embarrassment stemming from the airing of the
Ivy League’s dirty laundry contributes, at least in part,
to the furor surrounding Patton’s article. We can act
offended, incredulous, and sad. But the fact remains
that we remain complicit in exactly the sort of society
Patton lionizes, angrily posting to our Facebook and
Twitter accounts before we return to our safe friend
bubbles of like-minded students (read: like-educated)
in New York and San Francisco.

Andrew Godinich is a Columbia College senior majoring in
sociology and Portuguese studies. He is treasurer of Students
for Education Reform. Too Be Frank runs alternate Tuesdays.

Working together to
improve quality of life

BY RICHARD SUN

Over the weekend, I sat with a friend on Low Steps
catching up on our semesters. I mentioned a recent trip
to the University of Pennsylvania where I visited some
friends and saw how spacious their campus was. He
commented that Penn students seem to have a reputa-
tion for always being happy.

Based on my brief encounters at Penn, the students
there do seem legitimately happy. What I found inter-
esting was how the school’s reputation as “the social
Ivy” led my friend, who has never visited Penn, to a
preconception about student wellness there. It made
me think of the power of perception and its effects on
general opinion.

Much talk has been made of Columbia’s status as “the
Most Stressful College in America” (Emily Tamkin’s op-
ed of Oct. 23, 2011) and its effect on the quality of stu-
dent life at Columbia. For better or worse, describing,
categorizing, and analyzing stress has become part of
Columbia’s culture. As co-chairs of the Student Affairs
Committee of the University Senate, Anjelica Kelly and
I are responsible for representing and serving the in-
terests of all 28,000 Columbia students. One of the ar-
eas we are most committed to addressing is the qual-
ity of life for students across all schools and academic
departments.

In order for us to do something about improving
quality of life—rather than just to discuss the issue—
we have to know where the University has done well
and where it could do better. To that end, SAC released
a University-wide Quality of Life Survey. We ask the
question: What can Columbia University do to improve
the well-being of its students across the board? Your
responses to the survey will be the answers.

It also represents an opportunity
for students’ voices to be heard
and for meaningful input to be
collected.

The survey was designed by students, for students,
to target specific areas such as housing, academics, so-
cial life, health, safety, transportation, and space, that
directly affect student wellness and that can be ad-
dressed and enhanced by specific administrative ac-
tions. What’s really exciting about the QoL Survey is
that it will survey all 28,000 Columbia students across
18 constituent and affiliated schools. In that way, it will
have the reach and relevance to address broad issues
that can be brought to the attention of the University
Senate, governing body of faculty, administrators, and
students. At the same time, the survey will also ask for
demographic information—such as school and degree
program—that will allow for action to take place at the
school-specific level.

The survey is a comprehensive approach to enhanc-
ing student life. The data will be shared with relevant
administrative offices and student councils that can
make actionable steps towards change. Notably, we will
have a policy addendum section, directly polling stu-
dent feedback on issues that will shape the future of
the institution, such as online education, and issues
that affect students’ long-term planning and decision-
making, such as the resources provided to students who
are also parents.

The survey has been the product of a year of hard
work by a dedicated team, including doctoral students
from the Business School’s Behavioral Research Lab
and members of the statistics department. It also rep-
resents an opportunity for students’ voices to be heard
and for meaningful input to be collected—on issues
both big and small. There are times when we are 18
different schools, and there are times when we are one
University. The Quality of Life Survey is designed to
better understand issues in both instances. Together,
working as a team with administrators and students, we
can achieve a better institution for future generations
of Columbia students.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring in eco-
nomics. He is co-chair of the University Senate’s Student
Affairs Committee and is writing on its behalf.

Engaging with our
college democracy

lections for the undergradu-
ate student governments
are underway this week. Your
Facebook may (who are we kid-
ding, will) become inundated with
current representatives urging
you to vote—eager candidates and

. . . . . AYELET
their friends campaigning heavily. PEARL
Profile pictures will be changed,
cover photos updated, events cre- Pearls of
ated, links shared, and many of you Wisdom

will get sick of it all.

Inevitably, a number of students
not directly involved in the elections process will
begin their campaign of counter statuses, lamenting
others’ “obsession” with student government, com-
plaining about hyperbolic numbers of event invita-
tions, and dismissing the elections process as either
petty or self-righteous. Before I became involved in
the Student Government Association, I'm sure I posted
those statuses too; and believe me, they were probably
more sassy than yours.

We have the type of access to
our student governments that is
virtually nonexistent in the real
world.

I mean, come on. We know you’re running. What’s
the big deal? Student government doesn’t really do any-
thing anyway. SGA is just a bunch of girls sitting around
a table discussing T-shirts, right?

Yet, as a current representative on SGA and a mem-
ber of the Elections Commission, I no longer see it from
this perspective. While SGA has, in fact, been incred-
ibly effective this year, visible changes are not the only
standard by which to measure meaningful student
leadership. The effectiveness of a student government
cannot be judged only by the tangible improvements
it has made, but by the immense amount of behind-
the-scenes work it has done to improve relationships
between students and administrators, and open bridges
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for communication between them.

In the past few weeks, as we’ve held information
sessions for interested students and reached out to a
diverse array of on-campus organizations to encour-
age their members to run, I’'ve witnessed firsthand the
desire of current leadership to maintain and increase
the accessibility, diversity, representational nature, and
work ethic of SGA.

A student government is only as good as its lead-
ers. But without an invested student body, committed
to voting and holding their elected representatives ac-
countable, there is only so far these leaders can go in
representing the students.

As students of a small liberal arts college (or of a
larger undergraduate university), our votes actually
count. Whether you are BC, CC, SEAS, or GS, take this
opportunity to make your voice heard, to let your vote
count. We spend November encouraging our friends to
vote in national and state elections when our voices may
not matter as much as we might want them to. College
elections, on the other hand, are in many ways the real-
ization of the idealized form of democracy where every
individual vote does indeed count.

When the candidates running are your classmates,
your floormates, and your friends, take the opportu-
nity to speak with them, to understand their perspec-
tives, and to give them your ideas. And when these new
representatives are voted in, talk to them about your
concerns, provide them with feedback, and do not hesi-
tate to criticize them. We have the type of access to our
student governments that is virtually nonexistent in the
“real world,” and we should be making the most of it.

While the incessant social media promotion is un-
doubtedly irritating at times, it is a testament to the
commitment that candidates and current representa-
tives have toward bettering both student government as
an organization and our undergraduate college experi-
ence in general. The enthusiasm that candidates have
for reaching out to their future constituencies should be
seen as a positive.

We are all invested in our colleges. No matter our
personal involvement, the decisions made by our ad-
ministration affect us. The clout that student govern-
ment has, however, in being a part of these conversa-
tions, is in many ways up to the larger student body that
votes for the representatives and holds them account-
able for their actions.

Vote this week, but don’t let it stop there. Take stu-
dent self-governance seriously. Reach out to your stu-
dent governments, share with them your thoughts and
concerns, and take the initiative to affect change.

Ayelet Pearl is a Barnard College and Jewish Theological
Seminary junior. Pearls of Wisdom runs alternate Tuesdays.
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$280K for 2 BR, 1 bath co-op on 136
St betw Riverside & B'way. The apt
has charming accommodations. 10 ft
high ceilings, hardwood floors, laun-
dry in basement. Close to public transp,
CU, Riverbank Pk. Income restrictions
apply. To view, please call Brian at
(212) 831-1368 or email brianresales
@gmail.com
BUYING, SELLING OR RENTING AN
apt? Work with a top-rated NYC agent
and CU alum, Josh Nathanson (CC'94,
SIPA’99). Contact Josh to save time,
money and stress for all of your Real
Estate needs. www.joshnathanson.com
jrn@corcoran.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$220K for a 2 BR co-op apt in elev
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St
facing St Nicholas Park/City College.
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212)
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

EDITING & TYPING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EGG DONOR

EARN $8000 A CYCLE
NYC healthy women 19-29 needed as
egg donors. Help someone create a
family. Confidential. Apply at MyDonor.
net

SEEKING SPECIAL EGG DONOR
Help caring Ivy League couple!. If you
are a Columbia student, grad student
or graduate, athletic, 5’ 7" to 5’ 10”, of
German, Eastern European, English,
or Irish descent (other heritages con-
sidered), pretty, athletic, fun, kind, age
21-32, please be our Donor. Medical
procedure really easy and in NYC vi-
cinity. Send picture, resume and where
you can be reached during the school
year and the summer to: Donors for
Kindness, PO Box 9, Mt Kisco, NY
10549.

WORLD’S BEST SPANISH TEACHER
offers Skype lessons: $15/hr! Javier,
everybody’s favorite professor at lan-
guage institute in Mexico, teaches all
levels brilliantly. Especially clear with
complex verb tenses. Call now for info,
he’ll fill up fast! (212) 662-1986; or
Javier at alexfa1330@hotmail.com;
Skype:javier.escobedo6.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212)
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

SPERM DONOR

$$SPERM DONORS WANTEDS$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift
of family through California Cryobank’s
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY
10016. (212) 779-3988.

STUDIO FOR RENT

LOOKING FOR A QUIET PLACE to
write or study? Columbia grad offers
timeshare of artist studio on W118 St
near CU. Hours flexible. Terms to be
discussed. Call (917) 301-6105. Please
leave name and phone number if no
answer.

TATTOO REMOVAL

REMOVE UNWANTED TATTOOS
Board Certified Dermatologist special-
izing exclusively in Laser Tatoo Re-
moval. Columbia alumnus, Class of ‘81.
www. TattooRemovalExpert.com. Call
(212) 358-7500.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You
care for kitties until they find forever
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call
(212) 567-5206.

Are You Shy?

Q0

Do you get anxious in front of others?

you have to give a
function?

Do you aveoid meeting
parties, or dating?

ple, going to

or write while

If your answer is yes to any of these questions, youv may be

suffering from Social Anxiety Disorder.

If you are between

18 and 75 years of age, and feel that these problems
interfere with your ability to ﬂﬁl_ﬂmﬂ?ﬂ' your goals or to enjoy
life ftully, you may be eligible fqi{‘;fnur research study. If you
qualify, you will receive study-related evaluations with our
Board Cerlified Physician and study medication, alt no cost
to you. Please call for more infermation.

(212) 595-5012

The Medical Research Metwaork, LLC
134 BEast 93 Street » New York NY 10128
www. MedicalResearchMebwork.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Alumna finds
success with online
shopping site

BY KATIE BEST-RICHMOND
Spectator Staff Writer

Bryn Lander, CC 06, is not only famous for be-
ing the muse for Vampire Weekend’s song “Bryn,”
but she’s also making a name for herself in the
fashion world.

A full-time online vintage clothing ven-
dor, Lander started her business, the American
Vernacular, about a year ago. The site features piec-
es from the likes of Chanel, Valentino, Dior, Fendi,
and Versace, among other lust-worthy designer la-
bels. Lucky for Lander, her own vernacular seems
to be well understood and appreciated by her cus-
tomers. Since her days helping to style music vid-
eos for Vampire Weekend at Columbia, Lander
has sold a couple of dresses to Katie Holmes at the
Manhattan Vintage Clothing Show, helped a bride
find her dream wedding dress, and gained a loyal
following of vintage aficionados.

“Since high school I always
knew I wanted to go into
fashion.”

—Bryn Lander, CC "06

“I got some really great press right off the bat,”
Lander said. “But if someone who starts a business
says it’s not difficult at points or surprising or dis-
appointing, they are not being completely honest.”

Lander will return to the Manhattan Vintage
Clothing Show with her own booth this April.

As a Columbia student, Lander took classes
part-time at the Fashion Institute of Technology
and Parsons.

“Going into design was just too complicated to
learn at night,” Lander, who majored in American
studies, said. “Since high school T always knew I
wanted to go into fashion. Even in college I started
to buy pieces for my friends, including Ezra and
Ros from Vampire Weekend. I had the idea that I
wanted to open a store, but I never took it seriously
until online shopping became a thing.”

After working a variety of jobs, including one
in public relations at Bismarck Phillips, Lander

SEE VERNACULAR, page 4
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LIVIN’ LA VIDA LORCA | Gonzalo Sobejano, a retired Columbia professor, spoke on Monday as part of “Lorca in NY,” a festival celebrating the poet.

Lorca’s death commemorated in NYC, on campus

BY RACHEL DUNPHY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For the next three months New York will be
livin’ la vida Lorca. Federico Garcia Lorca, that is.

On Monday night, Columbia hosted one of the
first events for “Lorca in NY: A Celebration,” a
three-month long city-wide festival presented by
the Fundacién Federico Garcia Lorca. In his talk
at Columbia, Gonzalo Sobejano, a retired profes-
sor from the Department of Latin American and
Iberian Cultures who was a friend and student of
Lorca’s, spoke in Spanish about Lorca’s experi-
ences in the city, interweaving them with his own
memories of Lorca and of New York.

“It’s a luxury to have him here, especially at this
moment,” attendee Valentin Concha Nufiez, who
is working on a joint project with Columbia and a
research collective called Critica Latinoamericana,
said of the event.

The festival and exhibition are particularly
focused on exploring Lorca’s experiences in the
city and how they complement his 1929-30 po-
etry collection, “Poet in New York,” which was

published posthumously. The festival is being held
in conjunction with the world premiere of “Back
Tomorrow: Federico Garcia Lorca / Poet in New
York,” an exhibition covering the life and work of
the famous Spanish poet on view at the New York
Public Library through July 20th.

“In part, what the show is showing is apart
from the poems that are well known—the other,
more personal aspect of Lorca’s life in New York
in contrast with the book, which is so dark and
somber and a very strong criticism of what the
city represents,” Laura Garcia Lorca, the poet’s
niece and president of the Fundacién Federico
Garcia Lorca, said.

The book, often called one of Lorca’s greatest
works, has a tone of loneliness and cynicism in its
frank discussion of greed and racial inequality. But
Laura, who grew up on 116th Street, explained that
the materials in the NYPL exhibit, especially a col-
lection of letters written to family members, show
amore cheerful and optimistic side to Lorca’s im-
pression of the city and his genuine enjoyment of
its rich culture.

The festival includes dozens of events between

now and the end of July, scattered throughout
the city. Some upcoming highlights at the City
University of New York include “Interpreting
Lorca,” a panel accompanied by a series of per-
formances; “After Lorca: A Day of Poetry and
Performance”; and a birthday concert for Lorca
hosted by Patti Smith.

After his time abroad, spent mostly in New York
with brief stints in Vermont and Havana, Cuba, Lorca
returned to Spain, where he lived until he was ab-
ducted and killed by the Franco dictatorship in 1936.

For decades after Lorca’s assassination, his
work was banned throughout Spain, and even
Laura’s father, who directed plays at Columbia,
rarely discussed him. The festival is proving a good
way to remember the poet.

“It’s absolutely wonderful,” Laura said, that the
city has helped her and the Lorca foundation cre-
ate such a grand tribute to her uncle’s memory.
“Every single institution I’ve approached has said
yes. To see how so many really interesting artists
and scholars are celebrating Lorca’s life and work,
it can’t be better.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com

GET SMART
THIS SUMMER
IN NYC

450+ Classes Available
Affordable Prices
Transferrable Credits

REGISTER ONLINE

NOW

Session |: June 3 - July 1 | Session 2: July 15 - Aug. 15

Baruch
COLLEGE &

www.baruch.cuny.edu/summer

F
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BEAUTY-FUL | Zachary Small, CC ’15, co-curated “Abject Beauty” with Vivian Liu, BC ’16.

‘Abject Beauty’: Base is loaded in exhibit

BY TOLA ONIYANGI
Columbia Daily Spectator

Zachary Small, CC ’15, and Vivian Liu, BC ’16,
turned dejection into art Saturday night with
their Postcrypt Gallery exhibit “Abject Beauty.”
The compelling, one-night-only exhibit featured
an eclectic selection of art that explored the ab-
ject—a post-structuralist concept of baseness—in
sexuality, beauty, decay, and nature.

The work featured in the exhibit came from
the curators’ open call for art submissions of all
media. Students from all over Manhattan sub-
mitted work, including students at Parsons and
Columbia. Pieces ranged in the resulting show
from a video installation, to a fashion piece, to
paintings and prints, to dental jewelry—all based
on the idea of the abject.

“An oyster holds a pearl and
a woman is also seen as a
precious pearl.

—Zachary Small, CC 15,
“Abject Beauty” co-curator

One of the pieces featured knives jutting out of
blue aquaresin, a water-soluble synthetic liquid

that permanently hardens when cast. It encour-
aged the viewer to place herself in a position of
powerlessness at the hands of an everyday object.

The curators said the piece explores death as
an abject feeling.

It “references ... how negative space is kind of
the other in the art world, in that a lot of artists
try to shy away from and cover it up with collage,”
according to Small.

Another piece featured a video of a woman
stuffing conch shells into her mouth. Eventually,
the shells overtook the woman’s face, and she be-
came the background as she crammed more and
more shells into her mouth.

“An oyster holds a pearl, and a woman is also
seen as a precious pearl,” Small said.

Growing up in verdant Puerto Rico, artist
Ariella Cadim was shocked by gray, cold New
York City when she moved here for art school.
Small explained that Cadim’s “Self Portrait”
dealt with the idea of America’s abject con-
sumerism by creating art out of trash bags.
Purposely left on the ground, the bags seemed
to symbolize the emotional baggage Cadim car-
ries as a result of her connection to Puerto Rico.

The pieces were often interrelated, creating
a mini-series that explored the same theme in
different ways and in different media.

The exhibit was especially fascinating be-
cause of the distinct ways that abject feelings
were explored, such as the disintegration of
beauty with age. It was a novel experience that
allowed the viewer to explore how the abject
plays into daily life.

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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