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BY KATHERINE MEDUSKI
Spectator Staff Writer

The co-ops, condos, and rental apart-
ments on the corner of Columbus Avenue 
and West 92nd Street set the stage for 
changes currently transforming New York 
City’s housing market.

Several buildings in this area of the 
Upper West Side have participated in 
Mitchell-Lama, a New York housing sub-
sidy program that builds and maintains 
affordable homes for low- to middle-in-
come residents. Since it was established 

in 1955, Mitchell-Lama has developed 
over 105,000 apartments, according to 
the New York State Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal. But the number 
of developments still participating in the 
program has decreased as landlords choose 
to opt out—a move which can subject their 
tenants to rent deregulation.

Staying home at Trinity House

“These buildings are rolling over quick-
ly,” said Sandra Fowler, a resident of a 
Trinity House rental co-op on West 94th 

Street. “They’re being privatized.”
Stepping out from the state subsidy pro-

gram, owners of local apartment buildings 
are able to charge more for rent. 

“Everyone’s been fighting the privatiza-
tion because there’s no affordable hous-
ing here anymore,” said Wyetta Carter, 
a resident of Trinity House’s building 
at 100 West 92nd St. “My husband and 
I are both on fixed income, and if this 
place leaves Mitchell-Lama, I don’t know 
if we could afford it.”

Currently, Trinity House remains a 
Mitchell-Lama residence, composed entirely 
of rental units and owned by the Trinity 
School, with some apartments set aside for 
Trinity faculty and administrators.

“We were in discussions to sell the 
building,” said Myles Amend, director 
of development and alumni relations at 
Trinity School. Though the sale was 
withdrawn a year ago, Amend confirmed 
that if the building had been sold, it 
would have likely left the Mitchell-
Lama program.

But now, Amend said he does not expect 
Trinity House to face such change. 

“There is no plan to take the building 
out of Mitchell-Lama,” he said, adding 
that Trinity will continue to be “the same 
as it was two years ago, four years ago, 
10 years ago.”

“Trinity House residents, unlike those in 
nearby buildings, want to keep the rents af-
fordable,” Community Board 7 chair Helen 
Rosenthal wrote in an e-mail. “Most of the 
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The Columbia University 
National Undergraduate Film 
Festival may feature films 
from around the nation, but 
it’s a Columbia event set right 
here in Lerner Hall.

National film festival 
plays in your backyard

A&E, page3

Columnist Chris  
Morris-Lent concludes his 
two-part series on affirma-
tive action by asserting 
that Columbia’s admission 
policies do not result in the 
diversity they seek to create.

Admitting a mistake

Opinion, page 6

Attacker Holly Glynn, CC 
’09, is determined to lead the 
lacrosse team to its first league 
win during her career at  
Columbia. The next Ivy 
League matchup is at Harvard.

Glynn leads Columbia 
lacrosse offense 

Sports, page 8

Fans of The Books may be 
surprised to hear the band 
will play at Miller Theatre 
this Thursday, as the event, 
which will preview their new 
album, went unadvertised. 

Surprise show at 
Miller for The Books

A&E, page 3

The lacrosse team rallied 
against Yale, as junior  
Brittany Shannon scored a 
hat trick. After Yale gained 
the advantage at the half, the 
Lions dropped the decision.

Lacrosse falls 6-12 
to Yale at home

Sports, page 8

Keep up with election season  
with this week’s Columbia 
College Student Councl 
2010 class debates, and 
decide who will be getting 
your vote. 

CCSC 2010 candidates 
battle it out

ColumbiaSpectator.com

BY ELIZABETH SCOTT
Spectator Staff Writer

Katie Palillo, BC ’10, was elected Student 
Government President Wednesday after an 
extended campaign period led to the largest 
Barnard voter turnout in recent years. 

Palillo, the current vice president of com-
munications, trumped council Technology 
Director Karen Kwan, BC’10, with 73 percent 
of the vote. Kwan has spent her junior year 
abroad and campaigned from Greece. 

Palillo will be joined on the Executive 
Board by newly elected Vice President of 
Student Government Kimberly Wu, Vice 
President of Student Activities Amy Chen, 
Vice President of Communications Giselle 
Leon, and Vice President of Finance Sharmin 
Ahmed, all BC ’10.  

According to SGA President Sarah Besnoff, 
BC ’09, voter turnout increased from one third 
of all students last year to 41.5 percent this year. 
Besnoff said she believes that a major contribu-
tor to this substantial increase in turnout was 
the extended campaigning period. 

“Last year there were only three days, 
and two overlapped with actual voting,” 
Besnoff said. “People didn’t know elections 
were happening until it was over.” 

Palillo said that she hopes to foster an 
understanding within the Barnard commu-
nity of the SGA’s role as both a governing 
board and a student council. She said she 
also plans to help student groups make the 
move to Nexus space, and ensure that they 
understand funding options.

Wu, who won with 52 percent and served 
on the SGA Committee for Diversity, said 
that she and Leon hope to collaborate to 
make town halls more accessible and worth-
while for student attendees. 

 Ahmed, who was elected with 68 percent 
of the vote and is new to SGA this year, aims to 
increase efficiency and transparency in finance 
allocations to SGA-recognized organizations. 
Ahmed also said she would like to find a way 
to alleviate the rocky turnover period between 
governing boards, and wants to start a blog 
to foster communication between graduating 
seniors and remaining students. “Whatever 
students learn in their experiences, I want them 
to share it—with not just their group, but other 
SGA-recognized groups.”

Chen and Leon were elected with 55 and 
44 percent of the vote, respectively. 

Most of the other representative and class 
council elections were uncontested, though 
current 2012 class vice president Bo Yun Park 
edged out class president Charlie Dinkin for the 
top slot with 56 percent of the vote.

news@columbiaspectator.com

BY DAVID XIA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

She had just graduated from Barnard 
College, landed a prestigious internship in a 
major city, and was making successful rent 
payments. Life was going as she had planned 
until the end of the summer—when she found 
herself jobless and sinking into depression.

Audrey, a former 
Spectator editor whose 
name has been changed 
due to the sensitivity of the 
topic, is one of many who 
have suffered from post-
graduation anxiety and 
depression, an issue some 
say could worsen with the 
current recession. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the national unemployment rate for 
20- to 24-year-olds was 14 percent in March 
2009, up from 9.4 percent a year ago. 

Student and alumni attendance at the 
Center for Career Education’s daily walk-in 
and scheduled appointments has increased since 
the fall of 2008, according to CCE officials. 
The number of students participating in this 
year’s career fairs and networking events has 
also increased dramatically—even doubling, 
in some cases.

Yet as graduation nears, many who face 
uncertain futures may grapple with the con-
flict between liberating freedom and paralyz-
ing choice. 

Working it out

An aspiring journalist, Audrey accepted a 

prestigious journalism internship immediately 
after graduating in 2007. When her internship 
ended in August, she sent out applications and 
resumes optimistically, but no offers came. 
She had already made the decision to sign 
an expensive lease in a city where none of her 
close friends lived.

After college, “you really felt like you were at 
the top of the heap, and now suddenly you’re at 
the bottom of the totem pole again,” said Chris 
Schonberger, the editor-in-chief of Gradspot.
com, a Web site that provides resources for 
graduates transitioning from college to the 
“real world.”

“It is important that they first understand 
themselves,” CCE executive director Al Spuler 
wrote in an e-mail. Spuler recommended that 
students try various careers through internships 
and full-time work in order to choose one that 
matches their interests.

Still, those who have picked a career path 
face the harsh reality of starting out at the 
bottom rung.

When Audrey resorted to temping, the 
respect and validation she experienced as an 
undergraduate were gone, and in their wake 
she felt inferior and purposeless. Like other 
graduates who suffer from post-graduation 
anxiety, her social circle shrank and she said 
she felt alone.

She began sleeping 10 hours a night, and 
while working in her cubicle one day, Audrey 
broke down and wept.

“It felt like I was curled up inside myself,” 
she said. “I felt like I was always sitting in a 
fetal position.”

Students who encounter difficulties acquir-
ing a choice job or internship often experience 
a loss of self-esteem. Josh Mathew, CC ’09, 

remembers how he suffered from panic at-
tacks when he was rejected from 30 language 
programs, research positions, and internships 
that he applied for during his junior year. 

“It was really discomforting and disconcert-
ing,” he said, adding that he felt like he had been 
“running a marathon for a very long time.”

It’s an experience more students may 
face this year. Richard Eichler, director of 
Counseling and Psychological Services at 
Columbia, said economic anxiety has become 
an increasingly common topic of conversation 
among students visiting his office. “I don’t 
think we’re seeing more people because of 
that, but of the people coming in, that is 
an express concern,” he said. “It’s certainly 
part of a lot of conversations in a way that 
it wasn’t a year and a half ago.”

Eichler welcomed students to visit CPS even 
if they just “want a sounding board.” 

“I think it’s important for our campus to 
de-stigmatize the act of seeking psychologi-
cal help for graduation/job-related anxiety,” 
Mathew said.

Trying times

By November, Audrey’s situation had not 
improved. During a distressed phone call, 
a friend of Audrey’s worried that she might 
hurt herself. “That really, really scared me,” 
she said.

“I had this three-year plan,” Audrey said. 
“I was going to work at my current job for two 
years, and then I was going to get hired by a 
bureau, and then by 2012, I was going to be 
covering the presidential campaign.”

After reaching a breaking point, Audrey 
decided to see a psychiatrist who diagnosed 

her with depression. She eventually began 
taking Lexapro, an SSRI antidepressant, and 
the anti-anxiety pill Alprazolam.

Though Audrey’s case was serious, Eichler 
noted that post-graduation anxiety is normal, 
especially considering current economic circum-
stances, and students should feel comfortable 
talking to a counselor.

By Christmas, Audrey received two job of-
fers and began climbing out of her depression. 
She currently takes antidepressants, attends 
therapy once a week, and works at a small 
niche publication—not her ideal job, but still 
furthering her career.

Overcoming anxieties

Looking back, Audrey wishes someone 
could have tempered her post-graduation 
expectations and warned her about upcom-
ing difficulties.

“Everyone wants commencement speeches 
to be like, ‘Go forth and conquer. You’ve been 
gifted with the best New York has to offer you. 
You are strong, beautiful Barnard women. You 
can do anything,’” she said. “Well, bullshit. 
You can’t do anything because the economy 
sucks.” 

In response to the recession, CCE has 
partnered with CPS to provide workshops on 
how to identify suitable careers, maintaining 
relationships after college, moving back in with 
parents, and navigating the sour job market.

“We obviously can’t solve the economic 
problems or create job opportunities,” Eichler 
said, though he added, “we welcome students 
to come in and talk about whatever anxieties 
they have.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Voting turnout up 
from previous years

Graduates’ job searches clouded by depression, anxiety 

BC elects 
Palillo to 
lead SGA

Landlords opt out of subsidy developments

Lila Neiswanger / Senior Staff Photographer
STICKING WITH M-L  |  Trinity House, a building composed of rental units, has remained 
with Mitchell-Lama, the housing subsidy program that provides affordable housing 
for low- to middle-income residents. 

Andra Mihali / Staff Photographer
THE END IS NEAR  |  La Negrita, the bar on 109th Street and Columbus Avenue popular with students and local residents, is clos-
ing this Saturday due to a lack of customers and financial troubles. See page 2 for the full story.

LAST CALL

SEE HOUSING, page 2

A month-long series on 
mental health
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The Armenian Genocide’s Role Today
The Middle East Institute and the 
Armenian Students’ Association 
will host a discussion on the 
Armenian genocide and its role 
in preventing crimes against 
humanity. 
Davis Auditorium, 6 p.m.

EVENTS — APRIL 9

SLG Women’s Appreciation Dinner
Sigma Lambda Gamma Sorority 
host its first annual women’s 
appreciation dinner. The event com-
memorates women who have made  
achievements in their fields and marks 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  
Satow Room, Lerner, 6 p.m. 

“Closing down 
La Negrita makes us  
homeless.”

—Will Gallaway

April 9, 2009PAGE

Future of housing act uncertain 

residents in nearby formerly M-L 
[Mitchell-Lama] buildings were 
happy to get some extra money 
for being ‘bought-out.’”

Michael Skidmore of Maxwell-
Kates, Inc., the manager of Trinity 
House, declined to comment.

Moving out

The process of moving on 
from Mitchell-Lama is not as 
simple as moving out of an 
apartment, as some buildings 
are still bound to rent regula-
tions even after they leave the 
program. The complex history 
of affordable housing has paved 
divergent paths for homes within 
the same neighborhoods.

In 1971, New York enacted 
vacancy-decontrol legislation that 
allowed any vacant apartment to 
be priced at market-rate value, 
a law that proved problematic 
for residents who could not af-
ford the sudden increase in rent. 
Three years later, the state followed 
up with the Emergency Tenant 
Protection Act, which stated that 
if a Mitchell-Lama building was 
constructed before 1974, its rents 
would continue to be subject to sta-
bilization even if the owner opted 
to leave the program. Housing 
developments built after that year 
were not bound by the ETPA. In 
addition, the rent stabilization 
rule for pre-1974 buildings had 
a loophole: rents could still be 
forced to rise to market rate under 
what the act called “unique and 
peculiar circumstances.”

Among the buildings on the 
Upper West Side that have left 
the Mitchell-Lama program but 
whose apartment units remain 
rent-regulated under the ETPA 
are Central Park Gardens on 
West 97th Street, Westview 
Apartments at 765 Amsterdam 
Ave., and Westgate—also called 
KSLM—on West 97th Street.

Some landlords in the area ar-
gue that withdrawing their build-
ings from Mitchell-Lama creates 
a “unique and peculiar circum-
stance” because doing so forces 
them to calculate new rent rates 
based on state determinations. This 
interpretation of the act can allow 
the conversion of an affordable 
housing unit into a market-value 
unit when a building leaves the 

Mitchell-Lama program.
The state recently amended 

the ETPA to make clear that 
merely leaving the program is not 
considered a “unique and pecu-
liar circumstance.” In response, 
landlords have sued the state 
department, claiming that this 
regulation is unconstitutional.

Sue Susman, president of the 
Central Park Gardens Tenants’ 
Association, said the outcome 
of the lawsuit could affect 24 
buildings that house between 
50,000 and 60,000 tenants.

Legislate to regulate

In an attempt to protect af-
fordable housing, New York 
State Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cou s in s ,  who repre s ent s 
Yonkers, re-introduced a bill 
in March that would re-regulate 
buildings that were deregulated 
after 1974.

“My legislation would ex-
tend the Emergency Tenants 
Protection Act to these kinds 
of buildings as they leave the 
Mitchel l-Lama program,” 
Stewart-Cousins said, adding 
that the tenants “would be able 
to continue paying the moder-
ate rents they had been paying 
while the building was in the 
Mitchell-Lama program. It offers 
protection so people will not find 
themselves looking for apart-
ments they cannot afford.”

But landlords believe the im-
portance of a property’s potential 
to profit is often overlooked.

“If rent stabi l i zat ion is 
a damper to f inancia l suc-
cess, then we have to say no,” 
said Philip Schorr of Bronx 
Management, the firm that used 
to manage Independence House, 
a Mitchell-Lama development 
on West 94th Street. The cur-
rent landlord of Independence 
House, Jim Ruben of Leebar 
Management, could not be 
reached for comment.

“The critical element of all of 
this is financial stability of the 
property,” Schorr said, adding 
that state-imposed constraints 
might have a negative impact.

According to Tenants & 
Neighbors, a resident rights ad-
vocacy group, there are 100,000 
deregulated apartments in the 
city and one million that are 
regulated. If passed, the Stewart-
Cousins bill would apply to all 

Mitchell-Lama buildings, both 
former and current. Those that 
were built after 1974 and have 
since left the program—such as 
3333 Broadway at West 135th 
Street—tend to see deteriorating 
conditions as landlords falter in 
apartment upkeep, pushing out 
lower-income residents to make 
room for higher-paying tenants. 
The bill would seek to even the 
playing f ield between these 
now-deregulated properties and 
buildings still participating in 
Mitchell-Lama.

“There are a finite number of 
Mitchell-Lama buildings, both 
pre- and post-1974, which helps 
this bill because people are afraid 
of the infinite,” Susman said. “It 
[the bill] won’t cost the state any 
money ... and landlords would 
be better off ... Actually, it may 
be to everyone’s advantage.”

But in Susman’s neighboring 
buildings, conditions are less 
favorable, and some residents 
said they have noticed a gradual 
change in the demographics of 
their neighbors. 

“True, the buildings have al-
ways been well-maintained, but 
a lot of people moved because of 
the cost increases,” Trinity House 
resident Ida Albelo said. “We’ve 
got a lot of new people now.”

Amy Chan, Mitchell-Lama or-
ganizer for Tenants & Neighbors, 
was optimistic about the po-
tential of the Stewart-Cousins 
bill, stating that it “would be a 
really good way to ameliorate 
these problems. It eliminates the 
‘unique and peculiar’ loophole so 
landlords can’t sell [previously 
Mitchell-Lama apartments] at 
market rate.”

“It’s like there’s one faction 
against another,” said a resident 
of an apartment in St. Martin’s 
House on West 90th Street, 
who was granted anonymity 
to protect the tenant’s rental 
standing. “It’s the management 
against the people, like me, who 
can’t pay market rate.”

With the Stewart-Cousins 
bill pending and the welfare of 
thousands of tenants on the line, 
the St. Martin’s resident said the 
issue of most concern was “the 
fear of not knowing our future 
more than anything else.”

S a m L e v i n  co nt r i bu te d   
reporting to this article.

news@columbiaspectator.com

HOUSING from front page

‘Best kept secret’ to close this weekend 
BY SAM LEVIN 

Spectator Staff Writer

Customers call La Negrita Columbus 
Avenue’s best-kept secret, and apparently 
they are right. The 109th Street bar will 
close its doors indefinitely on Saturday 
due to low patronage.

The beloved campus watering hole, 
which opened four years ago, is fre-
quented by students and local residents 
seeking refuge from the retail hub of 
Broadway and the loud nightlife of 
Amsterdam Avenue. 

Operating at first as a coffee shop 
by day, La Negrita was forced months 
ago to limit its hours to the evening, a 
decision that marked one of the first 
recession-related casualties.

According to manager Jared Cardon, 
the decline in business has made it 
financially impossible to keep the bar 
running.

“Business has dropped off since 
September,” Cardon said. “Instead of 
coming four days out of a week, locals 
come only two days a week.”

Cardon has noticed customers com-
ing less frequently and buying cheaper 
drinks, a sign that many patrons are 
facing financial troubles.

“This area has been hit really hard 
by landlords who have been greedier 
than they have to be,” he said. 

News of the bar’s closing brought 
surprise and disappointment to regular 
customers. 

“The vibe here is much better than 
Amsterdam,” said local resident Rob 
Cahill, who recalled watching the World 
Series at La Negrita last year.

Bartender Jason Veasey agreed, 
referring to the bar as an escape from 
undergraduate nightlife for older gradu-
ate students. “People feel very com-
fortable here. It is very regular-based,” 
Veasey said. 

Cardon estimated that two-thirds 
of the bar’s patronage was Columbia 
students.

Jim King, who comes to La Negrita 
once or twice a week, said he would 
miss it primarily because it was one 
of the few places where he could “get 
drinks and WiFi.”

Will Gallaway, King’s coworker, said 
he would have to find a new place to 
go at night. “Closing down La Negrita 
makes us homeless,” he said.

Because the bartenders are friends 
with the customers, and the bar offers 
late hours in an otherwise quiet area, 

Cardon said, “La Negrita has been great 
for the neighborhood.”

Though customers were generally 
upset at the news, some felt it could have 
been prevented. One patron, eating fries 
he bought across the street, said the bar 
“needs food.”

King suggested that La Negrita 
would have survived if it had expanded 
to the sidewalk for outdoor seating and 
spiced up the interior design. 

“They were not really investing in 
this place,” he said.

But Veasey stressed that his custom-
ers wouldn’t have appreciated these 
ammenities. 

“People like that this bar doesn’t 
have a gimmick, no theme,” he said. 
“It is unpretentious.”

As for the future of the space, Cardon 
said it may feature a similar bar with a 
different name. 

“There are many interested parties 
who want to do something with this 
space,” he said, adding that all prospec-
tive renters are loyal patrons who “get 
the La Negrita vibe.”

Gallaway agreed, saying he would 
like to see the space converted into a 
“club and lounge.”

news@columbiaspectator.com



BY RACHEL ALLEN
Columbia Daily Spectator

In the overcrowded world of film festivals, 
students might have a difficult choice deciding 
where to spend their money to see upcoming 
filmmakers, but one festival this weekend 
won’t require a ride on the 1 train. 

The Columbia University National 
Undergraduate Film Festival is a recent 
addition to Columbia’s campus, but it is 
already nationally recognized. CUNUFF 
(pronounced C-U-nuff, they would like 
you to know) is back this Saturday night 
for its fifth year with new leaders, a new 
budget, and new focus. 

This year’s compilation of 10 short films, 
chosen from over 100 submissions, is in 
no way short on talent. The variety—a 
mix of comedies, claymation, and silent 
films—never bores, and the line up is a 
testament to the high quality of young 
filmmakers working today. 

The “N” of the acronym is not ignored, 
as all 10 submissions, none of which are 
from Columbia or our southern neighbor 
New York University, hail from differ-
ent schools and from seven states across 
the nation. Prasant Varghese, SEAS ’10, 

stressed the festival’s uniqueness: “There 
are other film festivals on campus, but their 
goal is to showcase Columbia filmmakers, 
which is an admirable objective—but this 
is really a pure film festival.”

Though none of the films selected are 
from Columbia, the CUNUFF members 
never forget where they are based. “We 
have always discussed the tone of our 
festival—should we make it more serious, 
charge more, move it somewhere else? But 
we want to keep it always accessible to us, 
to undergraduates,” explained co-president 
Lili Gu, SEAS ’10. Elizabeth John, also 
SEAS ’10 and the other co-president, 
agreed: “Since it’s a national festival it 
brings everything that the nation has to 
offer in film to the Columbia campus.”

CUNUFF has come a long way from 
its meager two-person inception five years 
ago. Originally running the entire festival 
on $250 and submission fees, its creators 
were forced to make do. But after hard 
work by its presidents, CUNUFF has been 
updated to a category B campus organiza-
tion by the Activities Board at Columbia 
this year, awarding them needed financial 
support. Now they have funds not only for 
a great festival, but for an aggressive ad-
vertising campaign, after party, and more. 
“I think we’ve definitely been recognized 
by the national population as a national 

festival much longer than Columbia has 
recognized us. So its really exciting that 
now we have the resources to match what 
we’re doing,” John said.  

Though the details about the host (last 
year, Gossip Girl actor Connor Paolo hosted) 
and the after party have not been announced, 
there is a buzz of excitement among the 
members. But the recent announcement of 
this year’s festival judges is just as impressive. 
The judges include Oscar-nominated director 
Oren Jacoby, Seymour Wishman, president 
of First Run Features, and Marc Wishengrad 
of Wishengrad Pictures, Inc. 

The winners, in categories from 
best picture to best use of music, 
walk away with awards of up to $500, 
as determined by the judges. Even 
Columbia students get to partici-
pate—the “audience choice” award 
winner gets $100. 

Last year over 400 Columbia stu-
dents attended CUNUFF. With the 
impressive f ilms in competition this 
year, students will likely f lock to the 
festival. Many members agree that 
the quality of the work submitted has 
only been rising as the years pass, and 

remain positive about the effects of 
the festival not only on campus, but 
for the f ilmmakers involved. Gu said 
“Its going to be interesting to see what 
these people go on to do, because it’s 
only been f ive years ... I hope they go 
on to do awesome things.”  

BY MIA JOHNSON
Columbia Daily Spectator

Paul de Jong and Nick Zammuto, mem-
bers of the well-known but rarely-performing 
experimental music duo The Books, are billed 
to perform at Miller Theater Thursday at 8 p.m. 
Surprised? You aren’t alone. 

Promotion of the campus concert simply 
does not exist. “I had no way of knowing they 
were playing at Columbia,” The Books fan Gabi 
Zecchetto, BC ’12, said. “I found out about 
the concert on a random music blog that I was 
casually browsing—I don’t even remember 
which site it was.”

Miller Theater appears to be to blame for the 
lack of advertisement, but officials fault Wordless 
Music, the company that independently booked 
the venue and is responsible for advertising the 
event. According to Lauren Bailey, director 
of marketing at Miller Theater, “Wordless 
Music only promotes through e-mail and web 
communications,” which would explain the 
ostensibly confidential The Books appearance. 
The only flier promoting the concert appeared 
outside Miller on Monday, a mere three days 
before the concert. 

The Miller appearance is part of the band’s 
small tour of college campuses and museums 
across the East Coast. 

But the under-the-radar concert is character-
istic of the band. The duo has remained largely 
absent from the music world over the past three 
years, only touring in 2006 for the promotion 
of their last album, Music for a French Elevator. 
This year marks their re-emergence into the 
public sphere, collaborating with former tour-
mate Jose Gonzalez on a cover of Nick Drake’s 
“Cello Song” for the AIDS benefit album Dark 
Was the Night. 

However, their hiatus has not been spent 
in vain. During their absence, the band has 
been traveling, collecting samples of music 
from around the United States, and working 
on a new album, which is due out next year. 
De Jong and Zammuto, who play cello and 
guitar respectively, have manage to use classi-
cal instruments blended with these samples to 
create a completely unique sound. 

The band has “loads and loads, around 
4,000, of mostly VHS tapes and audio 
tapes from Goodwills and Salvation Armys 
all over the country,” Zammuto said. By 
digitizing and listening to the samples, The 
Books looked for themes and created music 
to accompany the samples.

Their past albums, which according to 
Zammuto were based on Christian-themed 

samples “that contained a sort of thread with a 
male dominating tone,” differ from their newest 
album, which is described as more spiritual. 

Zammuto credited this spiritual side to 
his new role as a father. “If you listened to the 
new album, you wouldn’t directly connect the 
change to having kids, but it has reorganized 
my brain in a new way,” he said. “The world 
that he [my son] sees in is just completely 
different than mine. I get a taste of what that 
kind of innocence is like and produce in a 
childlike state.”

Those lucky enough to have secured a ticket 
to the now sold-out show should come prepared 
to be put in a trance—literally. “We’ve been 
formulating our own sort of hypnotherapy 
album,” Zammuto said. 

For those who weren’t part of the fortunate 
minority who discovered earlier that the band 
was playing, there is still a chance to secure a 
ticket. There will be a standby line starting at 6 
p.m. outside Miller Theater, and tickets will be 
distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

If this concert is any example, you never 
know when a world-famous band is playing 
around the corner from your dorm.  

Time:  Thursday at 8 p.m. (Standby 
tickets available at 6 p.m.)
Place:  Miller Theater
Cost:  $7 w/ CUID

WHERE IT’S AT

Courtesy of Ryan Weinstein
SECRET SHOW  |  A lack of advertising for The Books’ concert will not stop fans from 
anticipating the sold-out event to be held at Miller Theater on Thursday evening.

Band’s concert to be an unknown event 
MUSIC

CUNUFF to bring more than enough fun to film festival

Andra Mihali / Staff Photographer

MOVIE MAGIC  |  Now in its fifth year, the Columbia University National Undergraduate Film Festival will present an array of diverse films from across the nation this weekend 
at their annual festival. Despite new leaders and a bigger budget, CUNUFF has not sacrificed the quality of their films, and this may be the best bunch yet.

FILM

Time:  Saturday at 7 p.m.
Place:  Roone Arledge Cinema
Cost:  $3

WHERE IT’S AT

BY CHRIS MORRIS-LENT
Spectator Staff Writer

Castle Freeman’s new novel, Go With 
Me, has been called “a gem that ... cuts like 
a knife” by the Boston Globe, and Kirkus 
Reviews asserts that “if all novels were this 
good, Americans would read more.” It is the 
archetype of the kind of fiction that everyone 
has enjoyed since second grade, but it is also 
respectable and critically acclaimed. What 
could possibly go wrong?

Pretty much everything. The author’s voice 
is admirably close to those of his characters, 
whose dialogue makes up most of the novel. 
But none of these voices are worth commit-
ting to paper. On page one, we meet the 
sheriff. On page two, Lillian—the protago-
nist—shows up. They are stock characters 
trapped in stock conversation.

The dialogue acts in a superficial “hard-
boiled” manner that barely masks its arti-
fice, meaningless repetition, and relentless 
banality. Sheriff Wingate is supposed to 
be a force for decency, and Lillian a plucky 
heroine, but characters that talk in such a 
way cannot be sympathetic.

Go With Me is only 160 pages, and though 
most of the words can be skipped without 
disrupting comprehension, it feels much 
longer. There is nothing to propel it forward, 
save a wisp of a malefactor (laughably named 
Blackway) who is only introduced at the very 
end. “I wanted to withhold him and so make 
him a mystery,” Freeman explained in an in-
terview. But a reader must feel curiosity toward 
a mystery, and when Blackway appears at the 
climax, he is as lifeless as everyone else.

The buildup itself is also feebly handled. 
Lillian is somehow simultaneously on the 
run from Blackway and on an urgent mission 
to find him. As Freeman explained, it’s “an 
updated, rural New England version of the 
Malory Tale of Sir Gareth.” Surely the quest 
should drive the plot, but Freeman dedicates 
mostly every other chapter to a group of men 
at a decrepit mill. 

“The various digressions are there to add 
diversity, complexity, and, I hope, humor,” 
Freeman defended—but they are not funny, 
and “diversity” and “complexity” are buzz-
words as empty as the digressions themselves. 
Instead, the plot stagnates, the narrator makes 
lame formulations like “Whizzer’s accident ... 
had taken things from him, and it had given 

him things,” and the characters articulate 
non-thoughts like “If my sister had tried to 
go to school in an outfit like that when we 
were kids, my dad would have whipped her, 
and my mom would have held her down 
while he did it.”

But the most painful aspect of Go With Me 
is not the inanity of the characters’ language, 
but the transparency of Freeman’s thoughts—
transparent to the reader, at least. “I have been 
a bit puzzled at how willing many readers and 
reviewers have been to take this book as a thriller 
or mystery. That wasn’t what I thought I was 
doing,” Freeman said. This begs the question 
of how many other intentions he bungled. 
Unlike any good novelist, he sweats out every 
contrivance, agonizes over every description, 
and records every idea he has through the 
mouthpieces of Lillian and company instead of 
leaving it to the reader to fill in the gaps.

Plus, every joke and every conceit is over-
explained or worn out. In chapter four, there 
is a “little yapping dog.” A page later, Freeman 
finds it necessary to describe it again as a “little 
brown dog” that “yapped.” “Shut up,” one of the 
woodsmen says to the dog—on pages 32, 33, 
34, and 35. Five pages pass, but just when you 
think it’s over, how does the chapter end?

“His dog yapped and yapped.” “Shut up,” 
Fitzgerald told the dog.

New book gets good critical 
reception for bad writing

BOOKS

Courtesy of Harper Perennial
BAD BUZZ  |  Castle Freeman’s Go With 
Me is a mess on every account.

Best of the Fest

Spectator film writers talk about the best 
films of this year’s CUNUFF at columbi-

aspectator.com
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WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS? 
St Luke’s Hospital (114 St & Amster-
dam). Overweight individuals, 18-65, 
weekly individual or group counseling. 
Low fee. (212) 523-4180 or stlukes.
weightloss@gmail.com

I NEED A SUBLET
2 BR, approx July 15-Sept 1. Upper 
West Side. No Harlem. howtotreat@ 
gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea) 
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase. 
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.

CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.

HUDSON RIVER SAILING PARTIES 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu

UNDERGRAD & MBA ADMISSIONS 
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays. 
com

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4 
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699 
to 1799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113. 
com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our 
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work 
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on 
behalf of the American Civil Liberties 
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA 
spying on US citizens, and put an end 
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/ 
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.
LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean 
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call 
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.
PSYCHOTHERAPIST SEEKING P/T 
administrative assistant to be respon-
sible for diverse office responsibilities. 
A working knowledge of MS Word and 
Excel required. Hourly wage based 
on experience. Approx 6 hours/week. 
Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com
MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGOTM MINDSTORMSTM 
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info 
to: mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Want to improve your public speak-
ing skills and have fun doing it? Try 
Toastmasters. TIC Toastmasters meets 
at 5:45-7:30 pm on 1st & 3rd Wed of 
each month at 475 RSD (betw 119th-
120th, enter on Claremont). Visit our 
Web site, then visit the club.  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

FOR SALE NEAR COLUMBIA
2 BR co-op, sunny 21st floor, updated 
EIK, stainless steel appliances. Spa-
cious LR (3-bridge view) and master 
BR. Hardwood floors. New fitness cen-
ter, wood and ceramic workshops, in-
door & outdoor children’s playground, 
24-hr security. B’way & 123 St. Priced 
to sell by owner $489.5K. No broker 
fee. Open House Sat, April 11 & Sun, 
April 19. (212) 280-3707. www.alittle 
redhen.com
APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES.

All NY and US cities. Browse and post 
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or 
call 1 (877) 367-7368.
FOR RENT: 200 W 109 St, Apt 8C. 
$1600/mo. Charming and spacious 
1 BR apt in a beautiful elev bldg. This 
apt has a large eat-in-kitch with plenty 
of cabinet space and storage, a large 
LR and a sunlit BR. Hardwood floors 
throughout. Pre-war moldings and de-
tails, high ceilings, and French doors 
complete this perfect picture. Call Mi-
chael Shapot at (347) 752-0251.
SEEK 1 FEMALE for furn BR in 2 BR 
garden UWS apt. Share living areas, 
laundry with P/T owner-occupant and 
small pets. $1300/mo incl utils. Non-
smokers, no pets, clean. Rent/secu-
rity required. (917) 690-5520.
FOR SALE: 504-510 W 110 St, Apt 
8D. Asking price: $599K. Amazing 1 
BR, 1 bath pre-war condo. Terrific bone 
structure and layout with huge rooms, 
great closets, original details, over-
sized windows and high north light in 
a full service 24-hour doorman bldg. 
Low monthlies. A wonderful invest-
ment opportunity. Call Michael Shapot 
at (212) 712-6081.
NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.
SUNNY, PLANT-FILLED 1 BR, furn, 
a/c, W 113 St near B’way for rent to 
non-smoker, non-pet owner. Contact 
owner: melissa.knox-raab@uni-due.
de

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



Maggie Johnson opened the 
top of the second with a walk, 
placing her on first base with no 
outs. The Light Blue not only failed 
to get her across the plate, but 
could not even advance Johnson 
to second as the next three batters 
struck out.

Columbia’s other opportunity 
to score came in the top of the fifth, 
when Dani Pineda fouled out to 
shortstop, leaving Keli Leong on 
second base.

The Lions’ ability to hit in the 
clutch decreased further in the 
second game of the series, which 
resulted in a 2-0 Yale victory.

After leaving two on in the first 

inning, the Light Blue went two in-
nings without a single base runner. 
That would change in the top of 
the fourth, however, as consecutive 
singles by Pineda, Johnson, and 
Kayla Lechler loaded the bases 
with no outs. Despite this excellent 
setup, the next three batters were 
unable to bring a single runner 
home. With Yale leading 2-0 at 
the start of the fourth, the Lions 
could easily have taken the lead, 
and possibly the game, had they 
been able to follow through.

Following these two disap-
pointing losses, Columbia traveled 
to Providence, where they split 
their matches with Brown. After 
taking the first game 6-5, the Lions 
dropped the second decision to the 
Bears by a score of 12-3. 

In the second game, the Light 
Blue stranded 10 runners, as op-
posed to six in the first game of 
the series. In the second inning, 
Dempsey tripled to right center 
with just one out, but none of 
her teammates were able to bat 
her in. Things only got worse 
for Columbia in the next in-
ning when it left three runners 
on. After two outs had been 
recorded, the Lions managed to 
load the bases, but Anne Marie 

Skylis ended the inning with a 
lineout to first. The Light Blue 
then left two on in both the 
fifth and sixth innings. In the 
sixth, Dempsey was again on 
third with only one out after a 
double and a flyout by Leong, 
and again the Lions could not 
get her home.

If Columbia can learn to hit 
under pressure and finish its 
innings, its Ivy record could 
greatly improve.

Cornell, Dartmouth remain atop Ivy League standings after weekend play
BY SARA SALZBANK

Spectator Staff Writer

With the sof t-
ball season well un-
der way, Cornell and 
Dartmouth lead the 
Ivy League and prove 
they’re the teams to 
beat.

Dartmouth (13-13, 
6-2) leads the North 
Division following its 
sweep (13-7, 12-7) of Princeton on Saturday 
and split with Cornell on Sunday. The 
Big Green’s Ashley Gleason and Devin 
Lindsay helped push their team to the top 
with timely hitting and exceptional pitch-
ing throughout the weekend, respectively 
earning the Ivy Player of the Week and 
the Pitcher of the Week titles.

Contributing to Dartmouth’s first win 
over Princeton since 2001 and its first over 
Cornell since 2005, Gleason had a .471 
batting average with eight hits, including 
a double, two home runs, and 10 RBIs. 
Gleason followed two key plays, help-
ing her team rally in both games against 
Princeton, in addition to a walk-off home 
run in the 10th inning of the opener 
against Cornell.

Lindsay (6-5) added to the powerful 
Big Green performance, pitching 14.1 
innings over the course of the weekend. 
After facing 24 batters in the win against 
the Tigers, she took on 44 batters over 10 

innings against the Big Red. 
With a .321 batting average, Molly 

Khalil continues to lead the Big Green 
in hitting. This weekend, the freshman 
went three for four with three runs and 
three RBIs in Dartmouth’s 13-7 win over 
Princeton.

In game two against Dartmouth, the 
Big Red avenged themselves on the Big 
Green for the previous 10th-inning up-
set. Cornell outhit Dartmouth 14-5 to 
capture the win with a final score of 10-
2. Elise Menaker and Devon March led 
the Big Red, going three for four at the 
plate. Menaker led off the third with a 
solo home run and March followed soon 
after with a home run of her own in the 
sixth to put Cornell up 9-2.

Cornell (27-7, 6-2) also split with 
Harvard on Saturday. The Big Red took 
the first game 3-0 but fell in the second 
6-5. Leading Cornell’s batters in game 
one, Ashley Garvey went three for three 
with two RBIs, while Vanessa Leonhard 
also drove in a run. Elizabeth Dalrymple 
struck out nine batters to earn the win. 

In game two, Harvard (19-9, 5-3) 
started strong to make up for its disap-
pointing shutout, but Cornell continuously 
rallied, coming to within two runs of the 
Crimson. Yet Rachel Brown shut down 
the Big Red offense to earn her second 
save of the season.

In a rematch of last year’s Ivy League 
championships, Princeton (8-14,3-5) 
rebounded from its loss to Dartmouth 

in the f irst half of its doubleheader 
against Harvard, but eventually fell 
in the second face-off. The Tigers, last 
year’s Ivy League champions, edged out 
Dartmouth in a close pitcher’s duel, 
winning 1-0.

Princeton’s Michelle Tolfa picked 
up the one-hit shutout and Brown was 
forced to take the loss, despite giving up 
only two walks and two hits.

Whitney Shaw, Harvard’s third 
straight Ivy Rookie of the Week, led 
the Crimson in game two versus the 
Tigers, hitting two home runs and driv-
ing in four. She hit .389 for the week 
(7-18) with a .476 on-base percentage. 
Against Cornell, Shaw hit the first-in-
ning two-run homer, giving the Crimson 
the lead and the momentum to take the 
game 6-5.

Penn (9-1-1, 4-4) split with Brown (9-
15, 3-5) on Saturday before the Quakers’ 
complete sweep of Yale (14-6, 3-5) on 
Sunday.

The Quakers dropped the first game 
against the Bears 9-7 but came back in 
the second to capture the victory, 9-1.

The first match featured five different 
lead changes as the Quakers and Bears 
battled it out over seven innings. The 
sixth inning saw the most action as Penn 
went up for the final time, before Brown 
put five more runs on the board.

Penn, however, returned with a ven-
geance in the second matchup, achiev-
ing a season-high 16 hits for nine runs. 

Jessie Lupardus allowed just one run and 
struck out eight for the win.

Riding off the momentum from the 
win, the Quakers came out on Sunday 
ready to take on the Bulldogs and swept 
Yale 3-0, 8-7.

The first game was tied at zero until 
the Quakers scored on a fielding error 
in the fifth to take the 1-0 lead. The 
Red and Blue added two more in the 
sixth, when Meg Krasne singled, driv-
ing in two runs. Lupardus pitched all 
seven innings for Penn, striking out five. 
While the Bulldogs outhit the Quakers 
7-4, they were unable to capitalize on 
their hits.

Yale was ready to make a comeback 
in the second game, but while up 7-5, 
the Bulldogs soon lost their opportunity. 
In the seventh inning, Penn’s Kelsey 
Wolfe hit a triple with the bases loaded, 
clinching the win for Penn.

Columbia (12-20, 2-6) sits at the 
bottom of the league heading into this 
weekend’s contest after dropping two 
games to Yale on Saturday and one to 
Brown on Sunday.

The opener against Yale was a close 
matchup, but in the end the Bulldogs 
emerged victorious. A three-run sev-
enth-inning rally ended with Yale’s Meg 
Johnson hitting a single with the bases 
loaded—dashing Columbia’s hopes for 
a rebound. 

The second game was not as close 
as the first, as the Bulldogs got on the 

board in the first inning and again in 
the third to shut out the Lions.

In the first Brown matchup, Columbia’s 
two runs in the seventh helped clinch 
the 6-5 victory. With a single to second 
base, Dani Pineda brought home both 
Anne Marie Skylis and Kayla Lechler 
to give the Lions the win.

Game two was not as close as Brown 
defeated Columbia 12-3. Kelsey Wilson 
(three for four) led the Bears offense with 
three RBIs and two runs scored. In the 
doubleheader, she went five for seven, 
batting .714. She now leads Brown in 
both doubles and RBIs with nine and 
14, respectively.

4. Bracey stepping in for gradu-
ated starters

Perhaps the biggest question 
facing the Lions going into 2009 
was how they would make up 
the innings pitched by Perkins, 
John Baumann, and Bill Purdy 
last year. Joe Scarlata and Geoff 
Whitaker were slotted in as the 
first and second starters, but it 
remained to be seen how Dan 
Bracey, primarily a reliever in 
2008, would respond to becom-
ing a full-time starter. So far, so 
good for Bracey, who threw eight 

outstanding innings against 
Harvard in his Ivy opener but 
stumbled against the Bulldogs 
the next week. The biggest 
reason for Bracey’s success? 
Dramatically improved control, 
with the sophomore walking 
only seven batters in 31 in-
nings—a walk-per-nine-innings 
(BB/9) ratio of 2.03. That’s a far 
cry from last year’s dreadful 31 
walks in 39.2 innings, a BB/9 of 
over seven.

Jonathan Tayler is a Columbia 
College senior majoring 

in history. 
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia struggles to 
replace and improve

OVERALL 
RECORD

IVY
RECORD

DARTMOUTH 13-13 6-2
CORNELL 27-7 6-2
HARVARD 19-9 5-3
PENN 9-18 4-4
YALE 14-16 3-5
BROWN 9-15 3-5
PRINCETON 8-14 3-5
COLUMBIA 12-20 2-6

IVY LEAGUE SOFTBALL STANDINGS

Avg Runs Hits HRs RBIs

Keli Leong .346 17 37 0 12

Maggie Johnson .271 10 23 3 17

Jackie Ecker .287 10 27 0 7

COLUMBIA SOFTBALL’S TOP HIT TERS
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Softball slips on bases before making it home 

Around the 
League

COLUMN from page 8

INFOCUS from page 8



Students considering graduate school should 
look to individual departments, not CCE 

To the Editor: 
I agree with Emily Rose Jordan’s  observa-

tion in her April 2nd op-ed “A future for the 
rest of us” that many of Columbia’s career 
advising resources are geared towards those 
who plan to go into professional careers in 
fi nance, law, or medicine. Even though I 
am just a fi rst-year, I have noticed that, as 
Jordan suggests, a majority of career fairs or 
events sponsored by Columbia’s Center for 
Career Education  deal mostly with people 
who are interested in business, fi nance, or 
the economy. However, although I do believe 
that Columbia should increase the availabil-
ity of resources for people pursuing paths 
outside of the aforementioned fi elds, I do 
not think the Center for Career Education 
is the place that should cater to students 
who plan to pursue higher levels of gradu-
ate study. I believe that if a person wants to 
focus on academia, it is best for them to seek 
help from his or her specifi c department at 
Columbia. For example, people who plan to 
pursue graduate studies in psychology should 
seek advice from the psychology department. 
Likewise, people who plan to do research on 
stem cells should go to the biological sciences 
department. Departments are much more 
knowledgeable about the specifi c career 
paths related to their respective fi elds. 
Th us, they are able to supply better 
information more suited for one’s 
specifi c needs. 

Scott Tran Liu, CC ’12 
April 7, 2009

From CU Arts, special recognition for a 
generous donation 

To the Editor: 
In the April 1st article “CU arts aims 

for an array of activities despite recession,”   
Spectator  refers to a student who was enthused 
enough about the 2007 NSOP  party at the 
Metropolitan Museum  to entice her family 
into a very generous contribution for the 
following year’s party. While the contribu-
tion was indeed very generous, the initiative 
came not from a student but from Emily 
Fisher Landau’s  daughter, Candia Fisher.  
On behalf of the thousands of students 
who enjoyed the party, the Arts Initiative is 
extremely grateful to Emily Landau Fisher 
and the Fisher family. 

Gregory Mosher 
Director, Arts Initiative at Columbia 
University
April 2, 2009

Op-ed embraces notion of uncertainty, 
but lacks a word of caution 

To the Editor:  
I agree with most of Dennis Yang’s  April 

3rd op-ed “Th e blessings of uncertainty.”  To 
me, it does seem ridiculous to be maniacal 
in one’s pursuit of certainty. However, in the 
article, I fi nd the following assertion to be 
troubling: “At times, it may be benefi cial to 
be the person who refuses to don eyeglasses 
despite serious sight defi ciencies, rather than 
the individual who has 20/20 vision.”  

I cannot think of a time when it would 
be productive to implement this philosophy. 
Perhaps what the author meant was: “At 
times it makes sense for us to stop searching 
for 20/20 vision.” But taking the phrase 
at face value, refusing eyeglasses leads one 
to fall into a ditch and be injured (I mean 
it in a metaphorical way like Yang does). 
It is both irrational and arrogant to not 
recognize one’s deficiencies and then to 
do nothing to correct them. 

My assertion is that a true bona f ide 
sage doesn’t spend all of his time search-
ing for certainty, realizing that perfect 
clairvoyance is unattainable. Instead, he 
would spend as much time realizing what 
he does not know, and would incorporate 
the uncertainty into a decision. This would 

still lead to falling into ditches and grow-
ing from it, but wouldn’t make a habit 
of or glorify failures. 

I advocate that one should fi rst rec-
ognize, then minimize, and then em-
brace uncertainty, incorporating it into 
calculations of what one should do. 

Yang argues that one should love the 
idea of uncertainty and spontaneity. 

Spontaneity is romantic on a date, 
but criminally disorganized on 
life-altering decisions. 

Sudeep Moniz, SEAS ’10 
April 4, 2009

Playing the race card—Part II

I brought up Bob 
Herbert  last 
week because I 

was reading one of 
his columns some 
time ago and a 
sentence—which I 
paraphrase—lodged 
in my head: “To 
be educated in a 
non-diverse envi-
ronment is to be 
poorly educated.” 
Th ough he didn’t 
know what he was 

saying, he was right! Nothing makes a person 
dumber than being in an environment where 
everyone thinks the same way and shares the 
same goals and comes from the same back-
ground—and Herbert is such a person. 

* 
And Columbia is, to too great of an extent, 

such an environment. We are who we admit, 
and much of the blame must go to the ad-
missions offi  ce’s amazingly cynical affi  rma-
tive action policy. Herbert carbon-copies are 
ubiquitous. Let me reiterate that none of this 
makes them less black. But within the context 
of a school where there’s a glut of people from 
such backgrounds, it does make them less 
diverse. Everyone knows that color alone is the 
wrong basis on which to discriminate, and yet 
in admitting “minorities” (for all intents and 
purposes, blacks and Hispanics ) this is what the 
University does. It makes skin-deep distinctions 
and overvalues superfi cial traits while willfully 
ignoring what really makes people diff erent.

When we travesty the noble goal of “diver-
sity” like this, we impoverish our plurality of 
experience. We create an environment where 
people don’t examine who they are, and we 
create a supposedly cosmopolitan campus with 
a suburban, static feeling. Education means 

acing your APs so you can internalize the doc-
trines of the Core that congratulate the Core; 
politics means echoing encomiums to “di-
verse” Obama; protesting means uninformed 
anti-expansion extravaganzas or vapid, gutless, 
coercive hunger strikes that show nothing but 
their participants’ security and unoriginal-
ity; journalism means sitting in an offi  ce with 
other people sitting in an offi  ce; life means do-
ing what we do because we do it.   

I understand that the University is a busi-
ness, but as a provider of education it should 
also be an engine for social mobility. Th is 
rationale for admitting rich “minorities” is as 
feeble and unconvincing as the rationale for 
admitting another over-represented demo-
graphic whose virtues are over-exaggerated 
and yet whom it is an anathema to criticize: 
athletes. When, at his inauguration, PrezBo  
said that affi  rmative action in college admis-
sions was the biggest civil rights issue since 
Brown v. Board of Education , he might have 
been right—but, like Herbert, his policies 
and actions have shown him to be ignorant of 
how right he could have been. 

* 
Homogeneousness is bad—its logical 

conclusion is terrifying. A friend who goes 
to Berkeley Law , where affi  rmative action 
was discontinued, used the phrase “peer 
pressure clusterfuck.” Friends who have sat 
in at Chinese universities report an atmo-
sphere where the professor drones on and 
the students clamor to answer questions 
like yearlings at Sunday school catechism. 
One might be a genius at memorization and 
regurgitation, a prodigy within the context 
of the class, but it’s worth remembering that 
true prodigies only occur in closed disciplines 
that reference only themselves and require no 
knowledge of the outside world. 

Th is is the opposite of the kind of knowledge 
a university should cultivate. Decontextualized, 

we fail to connect our experiences and cease to 
imagine what it’s like to be someone or some-
thing else—and this diff erence is no less than 
the diff erence between childhood and adult-
hood, a most collegiate transition the University 
should be facilitating rather than resisting.

In the same inaugural address where he 
praised affi  rmative action, PrezBo also brought 
up the School of Journalism . Journalists, he 
said, should have a broad training, or context 
for connecting experiences. Th is argument 
forms the core of Th e Wire’s  fi fth season, 
which portrays a fi ctionalized Baltimore 
Sun.  Th e Sun, like the Spec,  should provide a 
fourth-estate presence over its domain. And 
yet the editors reject comprehensive cover-
age in favor of a sensationalized series on the 
homeless: Dickensian , Herbert-style journal-
ism. Th e paper wins a Pulitzer Prize , awarded 
by Columbia University . Th e closing montage 
shows an awards gala in Low Library . And 
then the series ends, leaving the next genera-
tion to make the same mistakes that its prede-
cessors did. Th e institutions remain static—
people remain the same.

Th is is too often what our admissions 
policy does. As long as we have an affi  rmative 
action policy that cynically over-privileges 
the privileged, while ignoring those who have 
it the hardest: the poor—especially the poor 
minorities like those in my high school and 
in Th e Wire,  the “real” victims of racism and 
social injustice—then we will have a more 
boring campus, a stupider student body, and 
an inferior education. By the numbers we 
have the “most diverse” campus in the Ivy 
League , but does it feel like it? 

Chris Morris-Lent is a Columbia College 
junior majoring in English. Blood, Toil, Tears 

& Sweat runs alternate Th ursdays. 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com

E-mail: itscml@gmail.com 
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Letters to the 
EditorReady to play,

not pay

As Funding at Columbia 
University  prepares to de-
termine how to allocate 

funds among the fi ve governing 
boards, it  must ensure that the 
fee every undergraduates pays for 
campus life benefi ts all students 
equally. One of the governing 
boards in particular, Club Sports 
Governing Board,  must make 
sure lower-income students are 
not put at a disadvantage.

Th e Club Sports Governing 
Board is responsible for fund-
ing intramural athletics at the 
University. Its budget is the 
second-highest among govern-
ing boards, coming in at nearly 
$200,000. Because its program  
is such a large benefi ciary of stu-
dent-life fees, it is only right that 
those who pay the fees—the 
students—all have equal access 
to the organization’s opportuni-
ties. Due to the high expenses of 
many club sports, the revenues 
from the student-life fee only 
cover 40 percent of the expenses 
on average. As a result, students 
wishing to participate are ex-
pected to provide the rest out of 
their own pockets. With steep 
dues and expensive equipment 
to buy, many of the University’s 

lower-income students are unable 
to participate in the activities 
that they, along with every other 
Columbia student, subsidize.

CSGB must address the un-
equal access to club sports as it 
prepares to submit its budget 
proposals to F@CU. Th e student-
life fee should not pay for the ac-
tivities of higher-income students 
that others Columbians cannot 
aff ord. Th e board should fi nd a 
solution by which these high, 
out-of-pocket expenses are either 
waived or heavily subsidized by 
the school for those students 
who wish to participate in a club 
sport but are fi nancially unable 
to do so. Some clubs already as-
sist low-income students through 
special dues arrangements or by 
providing low-cost rentals for 
equipment. Although these are 
steps in the right direction, CSGB 
should standardize such proce-
dures across all club sports.

Intramural sports are popu-
lar at Columbia and constitute 
an integral part of many stu-
dents’ undergraduate experience. 
Everyone should have an equal 
opportunity to participate, and 
CSGB must ensure that every 
student can aff ord to do so.
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Staff Editorial

POLITICS ON STILTS

BY JAKE MILLER 

Let us presume—let us be uncontro-
versial—  that it is valuable to study foreign 
cultures, that it is a worthwhile pursuit—for 
this is the premise that lies behind our Global 
Core  requirement. Th is goal is ill-served by 
the present requirement, the wording of 
which is so vague—so infelicitous—that if 
it is read closely and taken literally, it reveals 
a veritable smorgasbord of fl aws.

What areas are suffi  ciently “global” that 
their study will fulfi ll our requirement? 

Let us turn to the bulletin  in search of 
answers. Th ere we are informed that “the 
Global Core requirement consists of courses 
that examine areas not the primary focus of 
Literature Humanities and Contemporary 
Civilization.”  Where we wanted guidance, 
we fi nd only a platitude—for almost every 
area in the entire world is not the “primary 
focus” of either Lit Hum or CC. 

What does it even mean to be the “pri-
mary focus” of Lit Hum or CC? Should we 
consider Spain  an area of primary focus? 
Or Russia,  with only Dostoevsky  on the 
syllabus? What of those areas that are not 
covered at all—Poland,  Canada,  Ireland?  
No one could argue that those areas are the 
“primary focus” of Lit Hum or CC—yet 
we all know that a course on Irish litera-
ture or on Polish cinema would never be 
approved. But why? On what grounds, 
considering the text of the requirement, 
could such courses be disqualif ied?

If we look at the list of approved courses, 
we will only find a few areas represented—
East Asia,  Latin America,  the Middle East  
and selected African  and South Asian  coun-
tries. Almost no other areas are represented 
on our list.   And how have they arrived at 
this list? What secret criteria—for their 
criteria are certainly not evident from the 
text of the requirement—have they used to 
select these areas? One must see in this list 
an implicit “area hierarchy”; their premise, 
evidently, is not—as I mistakenly stated 
above—that it is valuable to study foreign 
cultures, but rather that it is valuable to 
study these specific foreign cultures. Why 
these ones? The bulletin  gives us no clue. 
Perhaps they are concerned that to reveal 
explicitly this hierarchy—as was the case 
in the Major Cultures  requirement—would 
smack of illogicality. But it is no less illogical 
for being hidden—it is merely an illogicality 
forced underground. There is nothing in the 
text of the requirement that suggests such a 
hierarchy—which indisputably exists.

I must pass over the other f laws and 
problems in the text of the requirement, 
although I would love to know what extent 
of space or duration of time qualif ies as 
“expansive” enough. The list of approved 
courses provides no clear guidelines—it con-
tains a course on Gandhi’s India,  a course 
on the U.S./Mexico border, and a course on 
popular music of the Caribbean , to name a 
few—courses which I would consider neither 
temporally nor spatially expansive.

Instead, let us see how virtually any course 
that does not concern the few areas that can be 
legitimately considered the primary focus of Lit 
Hum or CC could fi t this requirement.

Take a random course from the cata-
log and test it against the requirement—a 
course which we all silently know would 
never be put on the approved list, because 
we all implicitly acknowledge the existence 
of the area hierarchy. Let us consider, for 
example, “The Russian Short Story.” It 
passes the f irst test—Russia is certainly 
not the primary focus of Lit Hum or CC. 
The course is “broadly introductory”—it 
is a “survey of the Russian short story 
tradition” —and since it covers 200 years of 
Russian literature and involves the world’s 
largest country, no doubt it is temporally 
and spatially expansive enough. It is “or-
ganized around a set of primary texts” and 
it “focuses on a specific culture.” There is 
no reason, from the text of the requirement 
itself, why this course should not be on the 
list of approved courses. Try this experiment 
yourself—many courses lend themselves 
easily to the requirement.

I am not objecting to the Global Core 
because I am Eurocentric , or indeed, for 
any political reason. I think foreign cultures 
ought to be studied. I am objecting to this 
requirement on the grounds that it is illogi-
cal, and that it is a monument to political 
correctness—an outdated view of the world 
as “us” and “them,” secretly enshrined in a 
list of approved courses that could not be 
independently derived from the text of the 
requirement itself. If the University wants us 
to take a course on these specifi c areas, then 
that desire should be made explicit—it should 
not be cloaked in the guise of a “Global Core” 
requirement. No one is deceived. 

Th e author is a Columbia College sophomore.

A global guise

SHAINA RUBIN 
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We’re two 
weeks 
into the 

Ivy League  baseball 
season with intra-di-
vision play begin-
ning this weekend. 
So what do we know 
so far?

1. Dartmouth  defi-
nitely looking like the 
favorite

Th e Big Green’s  conference record remains 
as fl awless as it was when Dartmouth started 
Ivy play, with eight wins in eight tries and 10 
straight victories overall for head coach Bob 
Whalen’s  squad. How is the Big Green getting 
it done? A combination of otherworldly off ense 
and stellar starting pitching.

Dartmouth hitters are absolutely abus-
ing Ivy pitching so far—only two regulars in 
Dartmouth’s lineup are hitting below .300. Of 
course, you don’t need everyone hitting .300 or 
better if you have someone at almost .600 any-
way. Th at would be Nick Santomauro,  whose 
.548 average in 31 at-bats is far and away the 
best mark in the league for starters. And that 
comes with four home runs, 10 RBIs, and 
an absurd 1.708 OPS. Toss in Johnathon 
Santopadre’s  .407 average and the seven home 
runs split between Ray Allen  and Jim Wren,  
and it adds up to a team batting average of 
.364 and 17 home runs in eight games.

Dartmouth’s hurlers aren’t far behind, 
with three of the Big Green’s four regu-
lar starters boasting ERAs under 4.50. It’s 
no surprise to see Robert Young,  younger 
brother of former Dartmouth ace Russell 
Young,  leading the way with a 3.21 mark and 
12 strikeouts in two starts. Cole Sulser  and 
rookie Kyle Hendricks  have also impressed.

2. Rookie of the Year race heats up

Hendricks is also on notice as one of the 
league’s top fi rst-year players, picking up an 
Ivy League Pitcher of the Week  award after 
a seven-inning complete-game shutout of 
Columbia  in his fi rst conference start. But 
Hendricks isn’t alone in the conversation 
about top Ivy rookies. Big Green teammate 
Joe Sclafani  has been stellar as Dartmouth’s 
leadoff  hitter, racking up a .343 average to go 
along with a .410 OBP in his fi rst collegiate 
season.

Other rookies of note include Harvard’s 
Jeff  Reynolds,  who has been a powerful 
weapon off  of the bench for the Crimson,  
while Eric Schultz  has a sterling 1.93 ERA 
in 14 innings out of the bullpen for Yale.  For 
Columbia, freshman Jon Eisen  has stepped 
into the void at second base left by the depar-
ture of 2008 Ivy League Player of the Year 
Henry Perkins,  hitting .301 with 15 RBIs and 
eight steals.

3. Columbia outfi eld soldiers on after losses

With Noah Cooper  lost to graduation 
and Jason Banos  out for the year after a leg 
injury in the off season, Columbia’s outfi eld 
situation looked grim heading into 2009. 
With defending Ivy League Rookie of the 
Year Nick Cox  locked in as the center fi elder, 
head coach Brett Boretti  has been rotating a 
trio of underclassmen at the outfi eld corner 
spots. Bobby O’Brien,  Billy Rumpke,  and 
Anthony Potter  have all seen time in left and 
right fi eld, with O’Brien in particular shining 
off ensively. Th e sophomore from Fairfi eld, 
Conn.,  who saw limited playing time in 
2008, leads the Lions  with a .366 average in 
16 games and eight starts, and had a career-
best fi ve RBIs in a 12-11 loss to Brown  last 
weekend.

Rumpke and Potter, meanwhile, have 
had some trouble adjusting to college ball 
but seem to be fi nding their bearings in the 
league. Rumpke went 5-14 with six runs 
and an RBI in last weekend’s doubleheaders 
against Yale and Brown, while Potter went 
three for nine in two starts and a pinch-hit-
ting appearance. Both hitters need to work on 
their selectivity at the plate—however. Th e 
two have combined for 33 strikeouts and just 
four walks on the year.

W
Ivy League  baseball 
season with intra-di-
vision play begin-
ning this weekend. 
So what do we know 
so far?
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Dartmouth   in 
control with 

perfect record 

SPORTS Softball intensifi es in the 
Ivy League  as Dartmouth  
and Cornell  sweep games 

consistently.
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Th e Columbia  baseball 
team faces Princeton  for 

the fi rst time in a double-
header Saturday.

TOMORROW

Columbia  looks to improve run production 
BY MICHELE CLEARY 

Spectator Staff  Writer

While it may not be 
all that surprising that the 
Columbia  softball team has 
a current Ivy League  record 
of 2-6 (12-20 overall), given 
that the program only won 
three conference matchups 
last year, the Lions’  record 
could very easily be much 
better. During the fi rst eight 
games of Ivy play, the Light Blue  left a total of 46 
runners on base. As all but two of these games have 
been decided by two runs or fewer, these missed 
opportunities have really hurt the Lions.

“We have left a lot of runners on base 
and in scoring position this entire season,” 
admitted head coach Kayla Noonan.  “It 
speaks to our need to finish. We have to 
play our game, regardless of the competi-
tion, and finish what we start.”

Columbia opened the Ivy season by split-
ting two close games with Harvard  on March 
28. Th e Crimson  took the fi rst game by a score 
of 1-0, before dropping the second 2-0 to the 
Light Blue. While pitching was the key reason 
for the close wins, the fact remains that the 
Lions only left fi ve runners on base during the 
course of both games.

Columbia was not as effective in its next 
series against Dartmouth, dropping both 
games by scores of 8-1 and 3-1, while strand-

ing 13. In the second game of the series, it 
was the Lions who scored, first going up 1-0 
in the bottom of the second. Yet there were 
opportunities to score more, as the inning 
ended on a groundout by Chantee Dempsey  
with runners on the corners.

In its next conference matchup, the Light 
Blue fell in two close games to Yale.  In the fi rst 
game of the series, the Lions were leading 4-2 
going into the bottom of the seventh, until a 
three-run inning by the Bulldogs gave them 
the victory. Even though Columbia stranded 
only four runners in this contest, there were 
still two crucial innings in which the Lions 
could have added another run. Brian Chan  / Staff  Photographer

SHORT WAY HOME  |  Recent softball losses in Ivy League play might 
have been prevented if the runners had made it home.

Philip Eff raim / Staff  Photographer 
LIONS  LEGEND  |  Th ough senior Holly Glynn  ends her Columbia career soon, she currently holds the record for most points in a season. Th e leading 
attacker however would rather leaver her legacy on Columbia lacrosse with hopes for the best team fi nish in years and an Ivy League win.

SEE INFOCUS, page 5

 Glynn leads lacrosse offensive attack

BY JULIETTE DALEY 
Spectator Staff  Writer

“We have never won an Ivy League  game in my 
career and I am determined to change that.” 

Holly Glynn  can most accurately be described 
as a silent killer. I’d warn you not to be fooled 
by her sweet and calm demeanor, but one look 
at her on the lacrosse fi eld changes that impres-
sion. Born 10 minutes outside of Boston , it was 
the infamous lure of the city that brought this 
Massachusetts  girl to New York. Participating in 
ice hockey, fi eld hockey, and lacrosse throughout 
high school, Holly applied her candid aggressive 
strategy to all sports. 

“I think a lot of my competitive nature comes 
from the fact that I grew up with two older brothers, 
the youngest of three.” Glynn explained, “Th ere 
was always sports on at my house, and you had to 
be aggressive if you wanted to play with them.”

Whether it is happily volunteering for a pie-
eating contest with no takers—and winning!—or 
donning the esteemed No. 1 jersey, Glynn radi-
ates an aura of confi dence that qualifi es her as a 
serious and wise competitor. After shattering, last 
year,  the single season record for points and goals 
scored in a season, and  winning this March’s fe-
male student athlete of the month, she has good 
reason to be.  

While it is clear that Holly possesses the much-
desired ability to score with ease and consistency, 

it is her Zen-like approach to the game that makes 
her such a vital player. 

“When I look at the fi eld, I can’t help but think 
ahead. I never look at statistics, and I never think 
of scoring.” Glynn elaborates, “My favorite part 
of the game is to cause turnovers. Th ey’re both 
important parts of the game, you can’t have defense 
without off ense—one relies on the other.”

Glynn’s demanding approach makes her the 
humble player leading through example, and the 
player you want with the ball when the game’s on 
the line. Th is season has posed some diffi  culties for 
Columbia lacrosse. While leading Brown  8-4 at 
the break in last week’s game, the Lions  ultimately 
ended the game 15-10. Th is loss refl ects similar 
outcomes of previous games. Heading into league 
play,  such as yesterday’s showdown against the 
Bulldogs , Holly is determined to make history.

“My attitude for the upcoming games is simply 
to win. We’re going to win.”

Although the Lions failed to secure the win, 
Glynn is remaining positive and working on cru-
cial elements of the game. To make this happen, 
possession is at the top of her team’s list for im-
provement. Draw control face-off s permit a team 
to have substantial domination throughout the 
game, ultimately turning the tide in their direc-
tion. Using these tactics, Glynn hopes to improve 
her team and strengthen their capabilities. 

While Glynn’s aggression may get her in some 
trouble off  the fi eld, such as a previous telling-off  
from coaches in regards to her excessive fouls, it 
is clear that competition runs deep in her sys-
tem— when it is needed the most. “We’re always 
hungry for a win,” she asserts, “and we are always 
eager to see one.” 

2008 second-team All-Ivy honoree Holly Glynn  looks to score 
fi rst conference win for Lions’ lacrosse in recent history

SEE COLUMN, page 5

Columbia lacrosse offense falters against Yale
BY JONATHAN TAYLER 

Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

It was another day and another con-
ference loss for Columbia lacrosse as the 
Lions fell to Yale by a score of 12-6 at 
home. Th e defeat is the sixth straight of 
the season for the Light Blue, and the 26th 
straight loss to an Ivy League team.

As has been the case for most of the 
season, the Lions (5-6, 0-5 Ivy) fell be-
hind early, as Yale (4-8, 
1-4) notched two goals 
in the fi rst 10 minutes. 
Columbia’s Brittany 
Shannon  was up to the 
task, netting two consecutive goals to 
even the score with 12 minutes left in 
the fi rst half. But for the most part, it 
was a quiet off ensive half for both teams, 
and Yale went into the break with a 4-3 
advantage, taking the last point of the 
half on a goal by Jenn Warden  with just 
under four minutes remaining.

Just like last weekend’s game against 
Brown, an early scoring run by the op-
ponent put Columbia in a hole. Jessica 

Sturgill  opened up scoring for the 
Bulldogs  with a goal 47 seconds into 
the second half, and although Holly 
Glynn  responded with a goal to keep 
the Lions within one point, four straight 
Yale scores put the game out of reach. It 
was Sturgill who did most of the damage, 
scoring back-to-back goals in a fi ve-minute 
span to put Yale up 9-4.

Glynn and Shannon each scored 
to bring the Lions within three with 

plenty of time left on 
the clock, but that was 
all the off ensive play that 
Columbia was able to 
muster. The Bulldogs 

tacked on three more goals to pad their 
lead, scoring the 12th goal with just fi ve 
seconds left in regulation.

For Columbia, it was a poor off ensive 
showing against a team that, coming into 
Wednesday’s game, had allowed 41 goals 
in its four Ivy matches, with a winless 
conference record to boot. It is the third 
time in Columbia’s fi ve Ivy games this 
season that the team has been held to 
single-digit scoring, while the team has 

yet to score fewer than 12 goals in its 
nonconference matchups.

Shannon led the way for the Lions 
with three goals, giving her a team-best 31 
tallies on the season. As Glynn added two 
goals on the day, Rachael Ryan  chipped 
in a lone score in the fi rst half. Sturgill 

was the off ensive star for Yale, coming 
off  the bench for four goals.

Columbia will take a much-needed 
break from Ivy play with a nonconfer-
ence game against Bryant  on Saturday. 
Th e game is scheduled for 1 p.m. at 
Baker Field. 

YALE 12

COLUMBIA 6

In
Focus

Philip Eff raim / Staff  Photographer 
SECOND HALF LEAD FOR YALE  |  Th e lacrosse team looked to upset the Bull-
dogs, but a turn at the second half gave Yale the lead and the game.

 

Bulldogs , Holly is determined to make history. eager to see one.” 

HOLLY GLYNNHOLLY GLYNN
YEAR: CC ’09 
POSITION:  Attacker
HOMETOWN:  Waltham, MA
 
IN 2008:  44 goals, 11 assists, 55 points
IN 2007:  23 goals, 17 assists, 40 points
IN 2006:  22 goals, 16 assists, 38 points 

– Named to 2008 second All-Ivy and 
All-Mid-Atlantic Region Teams

– Ranked first all-time for most 
points in a season (55), second in 
career points (133) and fourth in 
career goals (89) at Columbia Courtesy of Columbia Athletics
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