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A&E, page 8

Postcrypt’s ‘Strip Show’
proves to be a tease

Postcrypt’s current “Strip
Show” at St. Paul’s fails to
meet its scandalous potential
with works that seem scattered
and unrelated to the theme,
not honest or tantilizing.

A&E, page 8

Women in Film zooms
on changing the field

Though women make

up a minority of the film
industry, Columbia Women
in Film is working to change
that, providing support to
female student filmmakers.

Opinion, page 4
Criminal taxation

Columnist Lauren Salz tells
a hypothetical story about

a crime in front of Morton
Williams to illustrate the
problems with the national
tax system.

Sports, page 3

Columbia alum races
for Team USA at WCCC

Delilah DiCrescenzo, CC 05,
raced for the American national
team in the World Cross
Country Championships in
Amman, Jordan and

impressively placed 33rd.

Sports, page 3

Lions cruise past
Rutgers in baseball

All hands were on deck in
yesterday’s game against
Rutgers as the Light Blue
displayed stellar offense and
defense and proceeded to a
9-1 win.

ColumbiaSpectator.com

Your source for news
around the clock

Just like you, the news never
sleeps. Check out our Web
site 24/7 for campus and city
news that matters to you.

City schools confront mental health

From now until the end of the se-
mester, Spectator will feature stories
about mental health in a comprehen-
sive series running in print and on our
Web site. We'll be reporting on campus
services, new scientific research, the so-
cial climate, and continuing challenges
of treatment. We will also be sharing
important stories about the effects of
stigma from perspectives of different
students. Watch columbiaspectator.
com for a page dedicated to the proj-
ect, which will include archives and
multimedia. If you'd like to participate
in the dialogue, or if you have any ques-
tions or ideas, please e-mail me at sa-
dia.latifi@gmail.com. We hope you find
the information we share to be helpful.

— Sadia Latifi, editor of
Spectator’s Mind Matters project.

BY ALICIA OUTING
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Students in Susan Tozier’s Brooklyn
high school health class at were having
trouble understanding the problems fac-
ing seven-year-old Fred, a little boy with
a very high IQ.

They were watch-
ing the film Liztle
Man Tate, in which
the main character,
Fred, has savant syn-
drome—a condition
in which one talent
or skill is highly de-
veloped despite a per-
son’s overall mental
or developmental dis-
abilities. “They told me that they didn’t
think he had a mental illness because
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he was really smart,” Tozier explained.
“They were astounded.”

It’s this kind of confusion about
mental health conditions that shapes
curricula and services aimed at address-
ing adolescent mental illness. In 2005,
suicide was the fourth leading cause
of death for 11 to 18-year-olds in New
York State, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
According to the 2007 National Survey
of Drug Use and Health Promotion,
nine percent of New York State youth
between the ages of 12 and 17 suffered an
episode of major depression within one
year. Just two months ago, an eleventh
grade student at the Upper East Side’s
private Dalton School jumped to his
death from a school window.

SEE MENTAL HEALTH, page 2

Plans for Ivy

League queer

conference in
the works

Students will
gather to tackle
key campus issues

BY MADINA TOURE
Spectator Staff Writer

Representatives from Columbia and other

Ivy League schools convened in Lerner Hall
this weekend to plan autumn’s inaugural
Queer Ivy League Conference, and to share
their perspectives on how to address queer-
related issues.

During the meeting, students discussed

prominent queer issues on their respective
campuses and began to think about ways
in which the conference—and relationships
between the schools—might be most suc-
cessful in the long run.

“This meeting ... was meant to learn

Angela Radulescu / Senior Staff Photographer
3333 B'WAY | As Columbia moves forward in developing its Manhattanville campus expansion, residents of 3333 Broadway—Ilocated at
the northern tip of the development site in West Harlem—have long been drawn to the center of debate on displacement and benefit.

about what other schools have, and plan
this future conference,” Sean Udell, co-
founder and host of the conference, member
of Columbia Queer Alliance, and CC ’11
said. To “institutionalize ourselves somewhat
so that we're not just working towards this
conference but that this network becomes
a strong bond.”

Udell added that, in addition to planning
the future conference, the event helped to
“network and discuss different resources
that we have at our own schools that help
queer students in terms of social program-
ming and bias and providing a safe space
in general.”

Among the issues discussed were rep-
resentation for LGBTQ students and the
presence of queer issues in academic and
institutional settings in general.

“The issue of queer studies definitely
came up, in terms of advocating for it
to be a minor, a concentration, or even a
major in the academic studies,” Udell said.
“None of the schools except for Cornell
currently have an institutionalized setting
for queer studies.”

“Everyone was interested in having that
or having more of that,” Baylee Feore, Penn

’10, added.

Questions linger for tenants by M'ville campus

BY KATHERINE MEDUSKI
Spectator Staff Writer

Opver a year after New York City Council
approved Columbia’s Manhattanville ex-
pansion, the stir over the displacement
of affordable housing residents in and
around the area has quieted down. While
tensions have eased, many still question
how the residents of 3333 Broadway will
be impacted.

3333 Broadway is a colossal 1,190-unit
building stretching from 133rd to 135th
streets, located just north of Columbia’s
expansion. Until 2005, 3333 was part of
the Mitchell-Lama state housing subsidy
program, which provided affordable hous-
ing for the neighborhood’s low- to middle-
income residents. Today, many of those
tenants remain, though some have been
replaced by high-income renters now that
the building’s prices are no longer subject
to state regulation.

The University’s relationship to the
housing development has also evolved
over the past several years, as Columbia

officials, politicians, activists, and locals
have been critical on how the campus ex-
pansion project might impact the building’s
residents. Many who live in the neighbor-
hood sense that the Columbia’s plans will
only make it more difficult for renters to
continue to live in 3333.

“It’'s a damn shame,” said Wandra
Samuel—a resident of 3333 since she was
18 years old, who recently moved to 612
W. 138th Street. “Columbia is taking over
everything, leaving no chance for local
people to voice their opinions. There’s no
advanced notification when the school does
anything, takes over anything.”

Sawn Streets, a resident of 20 years,
said, “It’s hard. The rent’s gone up, and
I'm sure it’s because of Columbia. It wasn’t
always this way.” Still, he noted of the
Manbhattanville project, “Maybe it'll open
up new business,” though he added, “it’ll
probably get worse around here first.”

Yet 3333’s owner, the Urban American
Management Corporation, sees no rela-
tionship between its property and the
campus expansion. “We have nothing to

do with Columbia University,” Douglas
Eisenberg, the corporation’s chief operat-
ing officer, said. “I don’t see any threat to
the residents of 3333.”

“Regardless of what Columbia does,
Urban American is committed to investing
in this building and making sure people
stay here in the long run,” Joe DePlasco,
UAM spokesman, added. “We have bought
many buildings in awful areas, and invested
significant dollar amounts in improving
tenant life.”

Last year, the Legal Aid Society—a
New York firm that provides legal services
to poor families—filed a class-action suit
in the New York State Supreme Court
of Manhattan against UAM to “protect
the rights of 1,000 residents who are in
danger of being homeless,” according to
the society’s Web site. But Ellen Davidson,
an attorney at the Legal Aid Society,
said “I don’t think that Columbia and
its expansion has anything to do with

3333 Broadway.”

SEE 3333, page 2

Feore said that they also discussed more

technical differences between the colleges.
For example, UPenn and Princeton have
three full-time LGBTQ advisers, while
Columbia has only one and both Harvard
and Cornell none.

Udell did explain that “Harvard is an

example of a school whose LGBTQ groups
do not receive university funding,” like stu-
dent groups at Columbia, but rather recieve
money from Alumni.

Differences between schools that have

many coalition groups, schools that have
only one coalition group, and schools like
Columbia that have many groups that are
more disparate and serve specific purposes
were also discussed.

Another topic that brought all represen-

tatives on the same page was gender-blind
housing, which was, according to Udell,
“one of the more salient issues that came up
because it is something all schools currently
have or [are] looking to advocate for.”

“All the schools seem to be in different

stages of carrying that out but not neces-
sarily everyone is interested in carrying that

SEE CONFERENCE, page 2

College Dems travel to Albany, lobby for transgender bill

BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia University
College Democrats took their
activism off campus last week-
end, heading to Albany, N.Y.,
to lobby for a bill protecting
the rights of transsexual and
transgender individuals.

The idea for the trip orig-
inated when Dems members
expressed personal motives for
lobbying for the cause. Though
it remains to be seen whether
those students will have an im-
pact on the passing of the bill,
the Dems kept busy by meeting
with state officials and receivinig
lobbying training.

The current bill in the state
senate is based on the Sexual
Orientation-Non Discrimination

tion—but, according to Dems
Lead Activist Sarah Scheinman,
BC’12, “when SONDA became
too controversial at the time
for including transgender and
transsexual individuals ... the
transgender and transsexual
provisions were dropped from
the list.”

SONDA, which was signed
into law in 2002, protects the
rights of people of different
sexual orientations, but not
transgender and transsexual
individuals.

Many of the Dems take issue
with the inconsistencies in this
legislation, citing this as a princi-
pal motivation for their trip.

“My personal motivation was to
have an impact on New York State’s
legal treatment of the rights of in-
dividuals who are transgendered

“We wanted to get
gender legislation
passed, as well as
talk about gender

equality on the
state level.”

—Sarah Scheinman, BC'12

Lead Activist Barry Weinberg,
CC ’12, said. Currently, equal
protection for employment and
hate crimes under state law to

but is given to people of other
sexual orientations.

“We wanted to get gender
legislation passed, as well as
talk about gender equality on
the state level,” Scheinman said,
“Especially as many other states
right now are overturning re-
strictions on marriage equality
and opening up the ability for
LGBT couples.”

At the conference, members
of the Dems met with state offi-
cials of both the Democratic and
Republican parties. Scheinman
described the officials as “unbe-
lievably receptive” to the stu-
dents’ perspectives.

In addition to speaking with
liberal Democrats, students also
met with “more conservative”
members of the party, like State
Senator David J. Valesky (D-

Diaz (D-Bronx) and Hiram
Monserrate (D-Queens). “This
was necessary because they would
be providing the resistance to
the bill in the Democratic side
of the aisle,” Weinberg said.
There is no consensus
amongst the senators yet about
whether or not the bill will pass.
Still, the students hope that the
Democratic majority in the state
assembly will approve the law.
“It’s on the agenda in the assem-
bly,” Democrats president Chris
Daniels, CC’09, said. Though it
has not yet been introduced on
the agenda in the senate.
Campus groups for queer ad-
vocacy are expected to support the
Democrats’ initiatives, but opin-
ions remain mixed. A member

of the Columbia Queer Alliance

59/41
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EVENTS — APRIL 8

Invisible Children

Join Ambhisa, FEED, and Amnesty
International for the screening of a
documentary by Invisible Children—
an international NGO—focusing on
the long and costly war between the
government of Uganda

and a rebel group.

Roone Cinema, 7 p.m.

April 8, 2009

Science and Engineering Networking
Students interested in pursuing
opportunities in science and
engineering-related community ser-
vice will have the chance to meet
representatives of groups such as
Engineers Without Borders and

CAVA about available opportunities.

Lerner 569, 7 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We all need
somewhere to live, but
no one can afford it.”

—Phyllis Adams
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Adolescents need to be informed about mental illness, city schools say

MENTAL HEALTH from front page

Students in New York City public high
schools take one semester of health before
they graduate, usually in their junior or
senior year. In addition to mental and
emotional health, the curriculum includes
topics such as abstinence and sexual health,
nutrition and physical activity, and tobacco,
alcohol, and other drug prevention.

Tozier, who teaches health as well
as chemistry and a biology class called
“Living Environment Review” at the
High School for Telecommunication,
Art, and Technology, reserves three weeks
of the semester for mental health educa-
tion. She said that her students might
come into the class already knowing the
names of mental disorders, but not truly
understanding what it means to have a
mental condition.

“They’re not aware of the idea of
mental illness as a disease, something
that is treatable,” Tozier said. “They
think of mental illness as distinct from
physical illness.”

For Tozier, building awareness about
mental health issues is just as important
as memorizing the specific symptoms of
a variety of disorders. “My focus is more
to get them to understand what it might
be like to be a person with mental illness
and the challenges that are associated with
that,” she explained. The health curriculum
is not subject to a Regents exam, so Tozier
allows the students to guide the syllabus

by choosing research topics and then pre-
senting their projects to their classmates.
This way, Tozier said, the class is “about
something they found interesting, and
that translates, because when they’re pre-
senting they’re excited about it, and their
classmates are interested, too.”

One 16-year-old eleventh grader at
Frederick Douglass Academy, who was
granted anonymity due to her privacy
concerns as a minor, learned about de-
pression, bipolar disorder, stress, and
schizophrenia in her health class last
semester. She knew how to describe sig-
nificant conditions and their symptoms,
but noted that even common stress factors
can raise issues for young people trying to
cope with every day life. “General stress to
me is like schoolwork, family issues, peer
pressure and college process—the list can
go on forever,” she explained. “I learned
that finding ways to cope with stress can
enable mental health.”

Currently, NYC public school health
teachers receive no health-specific train-
ing. Instead, they take on the extra class
when they are teaching fewer sections of
their own subject. The curriculum uses
a textbook called HealthSmart, which
is published by non-profit health pro-
motion organization ETR Associates.
Paul Thompson, who teaches health
and chemistry at the High School for
Math, Science, and Engineering at City
College, explained that he doesn’t “have
enough background” to “sound like a

psychiatrist” in his classroom, so instead
chooses to stick to the HealthSmart
textbook and curriculum.

Thompson also finds that it can be
difficult to engage students in candid
conversation. “I don’t think kids are too
keen opening up in front of the other
kids,” he said.

In addition to the mental health cur-
riculum in high school classes, the New
York City Department of Education offers
school-based mental health programs in
135 schools across the five boroughs. These
programs help to identify children with
behavioral and emotional health needs, fa-
cilitate access to mental health services, and
provide training to parents and teachers on
pertinent issues. They are typically staffed
by licensed social workers, psychologists,
and psychiatrists, according to the DOE
website. Student participation in these
programs is kept confidential, even from
the rest of the school staff, and parental
consent is required before services begin.
Referrals to the school programs can be
made by parents, teachers, or the students
themselves. The DOE did not respond to
inquiries for comment.

Yet finding a way to identify mental
health conditions in students so they can
begin receiving the treatment and at-
tention that they need can be a difficult
task. The TeenScreen National Center for
Mental Health Checkups at Columbia
University is an organization focused on
identifying and treating mental illness in

teenagers. Developed in 1991 in response
to new research linking mental illness and
suicide in teenagers, the Center’s official
mission is to “prevent adolescent suicide
and reduce disability associated with
mental illness through early detection of
mental illness.” The program operates 32
screening sites in New York and over 500
sites nationwide.

TeenScreen conducts their ‘mental
health checkups’ through a screening ques-
tionnaire distributed in middle and high
schools, doctors’ offices, and other settings
that provide services to youth. Meant to
detect potential mental health disabilities
or risk-factors for suicide, the question-
naires take five to 10 minutes and require
parental consent before being completed.
For teens who score positively on their
questionnaires, a one-on-one interview
is administered, and the program offers
referrals to mental illness professionals for
students identified as being at risk.

With controversies surrounding teenage
mental health, TeenScreen has received much
criticism from groups who find the risk of
a false-positive identification too costly.
Research has raised concerns that teenagers
treated with anti-depressants can still some-
times exhibit effects of depression—including
suicidal and violent tendencies—especially
when incorrectly diagnosed. Many feel that
such medications are over-prescribed, par-
ticularly for adolescents.

In response to such criticism, the
TeenScreen National Center emphasizes

that the program is voluntary and that the
questionnaire is a tool to evaluate mental
health, not diagnose conditions. “These are
evidence-based questionnaires that have
been studied and researched,” said Susan
Craig, a spokesperson for the center.

It is difficult to measure the results of
such screenings in terms of effectiveness
in identifying mental health conditions
and preventing suicide or other harmful
behavior. Still, the United States Preventive
Services Task Force on Major Depressive
Disorder in Children and Adolescents
found as of March 2009 that “although
the literature on diagnostic screening test
accuracy is small and methodologically
limited, it indicates that several screening
instruments have performed fairly well
among adolescents.”

David Mrazek, chair of the American
Psychiatric Association’s Council on
Children, Adolescents, and Their Families,
addressed the difficult issues surrounding
mental health for young people in a piece
written for the APA.

“Depression can sometimes be difficult
to see in children, especially children
who are going through puberty,” he
wrote. “Teenagers can appear irritable
or angry when they are really feeling
sad or bored.”

The same Frederick Douglass
Academy junior said, “Teens go through
a lot today, so it’s important for teens
to be informed.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Lobbying trip a success, Dems say

CU DEMS from front page

and Gayava, who wished to
remain unnamed due to the
sensitivity of the issue, admit-
ted to not being as fervent of a
supporter for the bill as his peers
might expect. The rights “are
not too important to me, but
I recognize that they would be

important to certain individu-
als,” he said. “Particularly, I'm
not sure what the trip planned
to accomplish [or] whether it
has been successful.”

Yet Daniels still deemed the
trip effective. “Personally, one of
the high points was the last person
we went in to talk to,” he said, who
was an aide to State Senator Darrel

Aubertine (D-Cape Vincent).
The aide, according to Daniels,
was largely unaware of the bill
and said he would bring it to the
senator’s attention after meeting
the students.

Weinberg estimated that the
bill would pass through the
state legislature in May.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students compare LGBT policies

CONFERENCE from front page

out,” Anna Steffens, co-president
of Q and CC ’10, said.

According to Steffens, there
were about 20 to 25 students
present at the meeting, and each
school was supposed to bring
three students. “It was not gender
balanced,” Steffens said, noting
the gender disparity between the
approximately 15 males and five
girls who attended.

Overall, Udell said that the
conference saw success in its aim
to begin organizing future plans.
“We're going to create social and
educational opportunities for queer
students at all our respective schools
on a broader scale,” he said. The
conference allowed them, he noted,

to figure out “what our schools have
and how each of us can make our
schools better by knowing what
other schools have.”

Feore also said that it was very
exciting to “get together with
queer leaders from ... the other
Ivies and ... see the diversity of
opinions we all have.”

The representatives present at
the conference all have to submit
proposals for a similar confer-
ence at their respective schools
by May 9, and the best proposal
will be used as the scheme for
further collaboration. The host
school would then determine
whether the next conference,
scheduled to run for two days,
will be held in October 2009
or February 2010. Whether the

conference will be annual or not
is dependent upon the success
of the event.

“We all had very different vi-
sions but a very different strategy
of accomplishing those missions,”
Feore said. “Some people thought
we should have a big policy state-
ment at the end, some people
thought it should be more of a
social nature, and some people
thought it should be more of an
educational nature.”

Despite some disparate opin-
ions, Steffens reflected that “it
was definitely a very productive
planning meeting.”

“I think it is definitely very
important that we keep reaching
out to other schools,” she said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

3333 Broadway awaits new campus

3333 from front page

Meanwhile, Columbia
spokesperson Victoria Benitez
explained that contrary to the
complaints of 3333 residents, the
University’s expansion is aimed
at helping the communities
both within and surrounding
the development area.

“3333 Broadway is located in
CB9. As part of the CB9, residents
would benefit from these and other
Columbia-funded commitments
to the area,” Benitez said. referring
to the community-benefits agree-
mentstill being negotiated between
the University and a collection of
neighborhood representatives who
comprise the West Harlem Local
Development Corporation. As
of now, Columbia has promised
to follow through on commit-
ments outlined in the $150 mil-
lion nonbinding memorandum
of understanding the University
signed with the West Harlem
Local Development Corporation
in December 2007, though details
of the binding CBA version are
still in the works.

Benitez said these benefits
extend “beyond the expansion
zone into adjacent West Harlem
communities.”

Still, critics of the Manhattanville
project find fault in Columbia’s
promises for community aid both
within and beyond its expansion
zone, particularly when it comes to
the area’s low-income residents.

“3333 Broadway is becoming
the biggest single tragedy of the
expansion on the issue of second-
ary displacement,” said Andrew
Lyubarsky, CC 09 and a mem-
ber of the campus activist group
Student Coalition on Expansion
and Gentrification.

“There is already intensify-
ing harassment of long-stand-
ing tenants by the landlords
there, and it would be absurd
not to mention that the fact
that the building will essen-
tially be a thousand-plus units
apartment complex across the
street from the Manhattanville
campus played a role in the deci-
sion of the landlords to exit the
Mitchell-Lama program and that
the expectation of Columbia’s

arrival is accelerating the rate
at which they are trying to flip
the apartments in the building,”
Lyubarsky said.

“We all need somewhere to
live, but no one can afford it,”
said Phyllis Adams, a 3333 resi-
dent since the building opened
in 1976.

“Although there are provisions
for the generation of affordable
housing,” Lyubarsky noted of the
developing CBA, “there are no
provisions for the maintenance of
3333 Broadway as an affordable
housing area, given the massive
amounts of money it would take
to do so and the lack of viable
legal avenues.”

Still, some tenants remain
optimistic about future business
brought by the expansion.

“There are already a lot of
students shopping and spend-
ing here. It’s a good thing,” said
Isidoro Bolanos, pastor at the
Iglesia Cristiana on the corner of
Hamilton Place and West 139th
Street. “The expansion will bring
more spending.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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It's the most
wonderful time
of the year

his is the
best week of
the year if

you are a sports fan,
so let’s celebrate.
Let’s celebrate
the fact that base-
ball is back, awak-

ened from its long

JONATHAN winter slumber. It’s
AUGUST that special time
FULL-COURT of year when all 30
he
P R E S S teams reenter t

race to play in the
fall classic and you
finally know that spring has arrived—even
if in New York it still seems we're in the
middle of winter. Monday’s opening day

is celebrated like a national holiday in this
country, as it is the one day of year when
hope truly does spring eternal. Fathers take
their kids to the ballparks, have a couple of
hot dogs, and enjoy the national pastime
just like they did when they were kids.

Let’s celebrate that we crown two na-
tional champions this week in basketball
after all March’s madness—or lack thereof,
this year—has died down. Whether or not
you are a fan of UNC or UConn, you have
to stand in awe of the fact that these teams
took on the pressure of being preseason
favorites and proved every prognosticator
right. If you're like me and watched way
more college basketball than any human
ever should in a three-week span, it’s also a
time to celebrate that your attentions get to
shift over to spring practice and football.

Let’s celebrate the fact that, this week-
end, the greatest golf tournament resumes
for the 73rd time and we all get to wit-
ness the best player ever to grace a fairway
continue his quest to pass Jack Nicklaus.
There’s nothing quite like watching Masters
Sunday if Tiger is involved because you're
simply transfixed on the television, won-
dering on what hole he’ll either begin his
comeback or step on his opponent’s jugular
if he’s in the lead. Amen Corner and the
azaleas in bloom will certainly hold center
court this weekend over everything else,
and I know where I'll be Sunday night
when the next green jacket is handed out.

Let’s celebrate the fact that it’s the final
full week of the NBA and NHL seasons,
meaning the playoffs are just around the
corner. If you're team is in a battle for home
court or a battle to earn the best chance at
the number one pick in the draft, there is
always something to watch and enjoy during
these last few days of regular season action.

For the more worldly sports fan, let’s
celebrate that the UEFA Champions League
is now in the quarterfinals stage. The world’s
greatest club tournament is now down to
eight teams and every moment is must-see
sporting action. Now, most Americans look
at soccer and view it as a useless game that is
low-scoring with players that act more than
play the game with proper spirit. To them,

I say watch this afternoon’s action—you
will not see more passion from athletes on a
100x75 yard area anywhere else in the world.

It’s not hard to see, then, why this week
is almost holy for the obsessive sports fan.
There is so much to watch this week that
I'll be honestly shocked if any meaning-
ful work gets done in this country.

Even on Columbia’s campus, there’s
action to celebrate. Some of the school’s
better teams are back in action from the
defending Ivy championship baseball team
to some lesser-known, but equally qual-
ity teams like men’s tennis, track and field,
and crew. So, if you do have the time this
weekend, go celebrate your Columbia
pride with them at a home match.

I can’t imagine a better week to be a
sports fan than this one. So let’s cel-
ebrate the best week of the year and the
realization that spring is finally here.

Jonathan August is a Columbia
College senior majoring in economics-

philosophy. Sports@columbiaspectator.com

File Photo
ARACETO REMEMBER | Delilah DiCrescenzo, CC ’05, raced for Team
USA and finished 33rd at the World Cross Country Championships.

BY JONATHAN TAYLER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia track assistant coach Delilah
DiCrescenzo, CC ’05, collapsed right after
finishing her eight-kilometer race at the World
Cross Country Championships. That’s how
she knows she did well.

“That’s always a good sign,” DiCrescenzo
said with a laugh.

Running for the American national
team in Amman, Jordan, DiCrescenzo
locked up a 33rd-place finish in the senior
women’s race on March 28, second-best on
the American team. The former Columbia
track-and-field star finished the race in a
time of 28:34 on a converted golf course
that provided a good challenge for the
Chicago native.

“There were very few opportunities to
catch your breath, shake out your arms a
litcle bit, and relax your form, because at
every stage, you were pushing pretty hard,”

DiCrescenzo said.

The eight-kilometer race consisted of
four laps, with a 1,700-meter first lap and
a 2,300-meter final lap sandwiching two
2,000-meter laps. A significant portion
of the race—about 800 to 1,000 meters,
in DiCrescenzo’s estimation—was uphill,
and so she elected to start conservatively
on the first lap and save her strength to
challenge the pack over the rest of the race.
But the depth of the field and the tough
course kept DiCrescenzo from shooting up
through the pack.

“I was a bit naive to think I could move
up a lot in a field as deep as this one,”
DiCrescenzo said. “Looking at the results
afterward, it looks like a lot of runners in
the field go out and defend their position
throughout the race and there’s very little
change for what they run for the first lap
and how they finish.”

Although DiCrescenzo normally starts
slow, the layout of the course gave her extra

Alumna excels at cross country championships

reason to believe that she could keep things
conservative at the start.

“There was a sharp downbhill of about 200
meters or so [every lap], and I thought that
was a good place to get rolling on the course
and pick up a lot of people,” DiCrescenzo
said. “The problem with that is that 200 me-
ters downbhill is pretty short, plus coming up
that downhill, we turned onto a straightaway
into the wind.”

Nonetheless, DiCrescenzo—who came
through the first lap in 46th place—was able
to move up in the standings as the combination
of uphill runs and chilly weather conditions
wore down the majority of the runners.

“I guess that just ended up catching up to
us,” DiCrescenzo said. “I felt it when I wanted
to go on lap three, I didn’t have as much as I
thought I would.”

For DiCrescenzo, the toughest challenge
came on the fourth and final lap.

SEE DICRESCENZO, page 6

Lions plate nine
runs en route to
seventh win of 2009

BY JACOB LEVENFELD
Spectator Staff Writer

Rutgers hosted the Columbia baseball team
on Wednesday for a single afternoon contest.
However, it was the Lions who looked right at
home in their 9-1 blowout victory.

For one day, everything fell into place for the
Light Blue. Four pitchers combined to throw nine
innings of one-run ball and strand 11 baserun-
ners, hitters came through in the clutch, and Nick
Cox even laid down a textbook suicide squeeze in
Columbia’s seventh win of the season.

In stark contrast, the Scarlet Knights were
out of whack from the start, committing four
errors and throwing three wild pitches in a
sloppy midseason performance. Rutgers starter
Kyle Bradley was tagged with six runs (three
earned) in just three innings in his second loss
of the campaign.

After a scoreless first, first baseman Ron Williams
got things going for the Lions with a second-in-
ning leadoff walk. Third baseman Mike Roberts
followed with a strikeout, but then right fielder
Bobby O’Brien grounded one to third base. Russ
Hopkins® errant throw marked his team’s first
error of the afternoon—Williams and O’Brien
each advanced one base on the play. O’Brien was
also credited with a single. The Light Blue got its
first success as designated hitter Anthony Potter
brought home two with a single to left.

Columbia struck again in the third, doubling
its lead to four as the Scarlet Knights began to
unravel. After Bradley recorded two quick outs,
Hopkins made another bad throw, allowing catcher
Dean Forthun to reach on an error. Williams
stepped in and smacked a ground-rule double to
left, advancing Forthun to third. With Roberts
at the plate, Bradley delivered a wild pitch, scor-
ing Forthun and sending Williams to third. He
didn’t stay there long, as Roberts knocked him
in with a double to right-center.

The Scarlet Knights got one back in their half
of the third on a single, double, and ground-out.
When Columbia starter Zach Epstein then walked
shortstop Dan Betteridge to put runners on the
corners with two down, the Lions needed a big play
to snuff out the threat. They got it when Forthun
gunned down Betteridge stealing second.

Columbia put another two up in the fourth,
kick-started by Potter’s bunt single to third.
Another wild pitch and an RBI single for
shortstop Ray Ferrera finished Bradley’s day.
Left fielder Billy Rumpke then fouled out on
a bunt, but Ferrera was able to advance any-
way when reliever Dennis Hill balked. Second
baseman Jon Eisen followed with a single to

CU baseball demolishes Rutgers

Brian Chan / Staff Photographer

HIT PARADE | The Lions totalled nine runs on 11 hits while limiting the Scarlet Knights to just one run to
dominate their nonconference foe by an eight run margin, marking their seventh win of the season.

center, and Cox stepped into the box with men
on first and third and one out. His well-ex-
ecuted squeeze bunt brought home Columbia’s
sixth run of the day.

Meanwhile, Epstein had a stellar afternoon,
effectively shutting down the Rutgers offense. He
appeared to run into trouble in the
fourth, when a pair of singles put

RUTGERS ]

Derek Squires combined to shut out the Scarlet
Knights over the final five frames, allowing only
four hits between them. Slutsky picked up the
win for his second of the year.

The Light Blue can take a lot of positives out
of yesterday’s win as it prepares for division play
this weekend. Potter was the of-
fensive hero, racking up three hits

two on with no out. But Epstein
hunkered down and struck out
center fielder Luis Feliz. A walk to
Hopkins loaded the bases with one down, but
Epstein retired pinch hitter Jayson Hernandez and
second baseman Dan Perrine to escape the inning
unscathed. He was lifted after the inning.

The Lions put another run on the board in the
fifth and two more in the sixth, extending their
lead to 9-1. Harrison Slutsky, Max Lautmann, and

(OLUMBIA 9

and three RBI on the afternoon,
but there were plenty of accolades
to go around—beginning with
starter Zach Epstein, who didn’t stay in long
enough to qualify for the win. The defense as a
whole also deserves praise, playing error-free ball
on a chilly April afternoon.

The Lions will hope yesterday’s win gener-
ates momentum as they open a four-game set at
Princeton beginning Saturday at noon.

Lacrosse prepares to face Yale in single-game matchup

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

"The women’s lacrosse team will host Yale (3-8, 0-4 Ivy)
in a Wednesday afternoon contest at Baker Field, with
both teams searching for their first wins in Ivy play.

Columbia (5-5, 0-4 Ivy) is coming off a 15-10 loss
at the hands of league rival Brown. While the Lions
led 8-4 at the half, the Bears, lead by Katelyn Caro’s
four goals, stormed back to outscore Columbia 11-2
in the second period.

Yale, on the other hand, will enter
the contest coming off a 15-6 defeat
to 15th-ranked Princeton.

'The history between the two pro-
grams would indicate a significant
advantage for Yale coming into the match. The Bulldogs
are 12-0 against the Lions since the two schools began
playing against each other in 1997. That run includes
last season’s 16-8 victory, in which the Bulldog’s jumped
out to an 8-1 lead, a deficit from which the Light Blue
never recovered. Yale displayed a balanced attack in
last year’s match, with two four-goal scorers and eight
players notching points.

(OLUMBIA vs. HARVARD

Baker Complex, 4 pm

Before Saturday’s contest against Princeton, Yale’s
defense had been stifling opponents, holding their previ-
ous three adversaries to eight goals or fewer. Princeton
broke that streak by scoring 15, but Yale will look to
get back on track against Columbia. In its previous
contest against Holy Cross, Yale tallied a season-high
10 assists. The squad will look to regain that offensive
form against Columbia on Wednesday.

The Lions, however, have struggled on defense in
their past four games, allowing at least 15 goals during
the span. This deficiency has masked Columbia’s most
recent burst of offense. The Lions scored
11 goals against No. 3 ranked Penn,
marking the most the Quakers have al-
lowed all season. In addition, the Lions
have three 20-goal scorers—Brittany
Shannon, Holly Glynn, and Rachael Ryan. Glynn.
Glynn has 24 goals this season and holds the record for
most career goals in the program’s history.

Goalie Emma Mintz has been consistent for the
Lions all season, with a .418 save percentage and
11.88 goals against average this season.

The two teams will slap sticks at 4 p.m. at Baker
Complex on April 8.

Statistical Leaders

BRITTANY SHANNON
Goals 28
Shot % 519
Points 33
HOLLY GLYNN
Goals 24
Shot % 490
Points 31
RACHAEL RYAN
Goals 21
Shot % .525
Points 22

. File Photos
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Staff Editorial

40s done poorly

esterday, seniors gathered

on Low Steps to celebrate

their last 40 days un-
til graduation. For years, stu-
dents have celebrated “Forties
on Forty,” a tradition where
of-age seniors drink alcohol
on Low Steps. In an attempt
to give the event a more whole-
some image this year, University
administrators set up a “Senior
Playpen,” a poor replacement for
the original event that showed
a lack of respect for the adult
students involved. Columbia
administrators should acknowl-
edge that Columbia seniors are
capable of conducting them-
selves in a responsible manner
and allow them to celebrate
their years of hard work in the
way they see fit.

For several years, Forties on
Forty stood as a tradition for
seniors. The festivities typically
involved lighthearted consump-
tion of alcohol for the class that
is almost entirely of legal drink-
ing age. In the last two years,
University administrators at-
tempted to corral the revelry
by fencing off a portion of the
Steps for the seniors and provid-
ing no more than four beers to
each of-age senior whose name
appeared on a list. Students
voiced legitimate complaints
about the new regulations, but
their concerns were disregarded.
Over the last year, students and
administrators introduced the
idea of a “Senior BBQ” to replace
the fenced-off, alcohol-focused
event. Instead, students were
shocked to find an oversized
playpen usurping half of Low
Steps yesterday afternoon.

Itis imperative that University
administrators understand that
seniors deserve to be treated as
the responsible adults they are.
After their years at Columbia,
seniors must be afforded enough
trust to celebrate their success
in the safe, legal, and fun way
they choose. As the Editorial
Board pointed out last week,
the University’s alleged “War
on Fun” has the propensity to
encourage, rather than discour-
age, unhealthy drinking habits,
and the playpen spectacle is no
exception. Indeed, several neigh-
borhood bars and residences
hosted alternative gatherings
last night in retaliation against
the daytime activity, which is,
ironically, the sort of behav-
ior that the University aims
to quash. Forcing students to
gather at off-campus venues
also significantly reduces the
feeling of community during
seniors’ last weeks in college,
and extreme restrictions on the
amount of beer that seniors
were allowed to consume during
“Senior Playpen” encouraged
pre-gaming. Treating students
as though they are kindergarten
students is demeaning, especially
to those who have been legally
permitted to drink for years.

In assembling the playpen,
University administrators dem-
onstrated a lack of respect for
the men and women who they
deem to be future world leaders.
Next year, administrators must
consider the message they are
sending students with the way
they treat seniors during one of
the most memorable periods of
their college lives.

DO YOU WANT TO VOICE

YOUR orinion?

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should be
between 700 and. 900 words and express an
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or
unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers
meet with an associate editor ro edit their sub-
mission before publication. Submissions may be
sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

Turkey
and the U.S.,
yes we can

BY CAN NAIBOGLU

During the presidential elections, “Yes,
we can” was the motto of Barack Obama’s
campaign. Now, I hope that it will also be
the motto of a Middle Eastern peace process.
Obama came to Turkey on April 5, and this
visit can be seen as an important step for
providing peace in the Middle East because
Turkey plays a key role as a balancing and
mediating power in the region. I believe
that a new era of Middle Eastern peace will
start with cooperation between the United
States and Turkey. Let’s look at the situation
in the region by focusing on the relations
between the U.S. and Turkey.

Before Obama was elected president, public
sentiment in Turkey had grown unfavorable
of the U.S. According to surveys mentioned
in Stephen Walt’s Taming American Power,
the “favorable” image of the U.S. in Turkey
declined from 52 percent to 30 percent during
the Bush administration. There were three main
reasons behind this tension. First, although
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the prime minister of
Turkey, supported the code that allows U.S.
troops to use Turkey’s landscape and military
bases for invading Iraq, the majority of the
Turkish Parliament prevented the legislation by
voting against it in 2003. Second, on the July
4,2003, U.S. soldiers arrested and humiliated
eleven members of Turkish Special Forces in
northern Iraq although these forces had been

cooperating with U.S. troops during the inva-
sion. I think that this unfortunate event, some-
times referred to as the Hood Event, caused
anti-Americanism among many Turks, as this
involved a clear indignity for the majority of the
Turks. Finally, the U.S. criticized Turkey for
increasing diplomatic and economic relations
with Iran and Syria. From the perspective of the
Bush administration, this indicated that Turkey
was starting to turn its back on the West and
was choosing instead to become a closer ally
of Iran and Syria. From the perspective of the
Turkish government, Turkey were making some
economic alignments with these countries in
order to pursue its own national interest.

However, I fell that relations between
the U.S. and Turkey have improved since
Obama’s election. The appointment of Hillary
Clinton as the new secretary of state was the
first sign of an amelioration of these relations.
Additionally, Obama’s visit to Turkey follow-
ing the G-20 meetings has to be considered
a second and strong indicator of this positive
acceleration. I think that Obama’s decision
to choose Turkey as the first country to visit
after G-20 indicates that he and his advisors
appreciate Turkey’s key role as a peace-broker,
and want there to be peace in the Middle East.
I believe that, as the first step of providing
peace, there will be a détente between Iran
and the U.S. I see Obama’s March 20 video
message to [ran celebrating Nowruz, the tra-
ditional Iranian new year holiday, as the first
sign of this détente. Obama’s visit to Turkey
now subsequently becomes more meaningful
in this context of détente because Turkey has
to be seen as a willing and able facilitator in
the Middle Eastern peace process.

Turkey is incredibly important as it is
the only secular, modern, and economically
developed country with a 99 percent Muslim
population. Famed Washington Post journalist

David Ignatius, who was also the modera-
tor of the World Economic Forum panel in
Davos earlier this year, gave a speech at the
Columbia School of Journalism on March
31 about “literature and terrorism,” and his
book, Body of Lies. During the course of this
event, he identified Turkey as a “modern
Islamic country,” claiming, “Turkey is modern
due its founding principles, but it is also an
Islamic country due to its ruling party called
Justice and Development Party.”

I strongly oppose the second part of his
assumption, due to his serious terminological
error. First, the Jusitce and Development Party
does not resemble political Islamist parties
of Middle East. Rather, the JDP would be
better identified as a conservative-centrist
party. Second, although we assume JDP is
an Islamist party, we could not identify the
Turkish state as an Islamic one. The JDP
may be the ruling party of Turkey, but it
received only 39 percent of the vote in the
last elections, on March 29 2009.

It is important that the Obama adminis-
tration does not make the same mistake as
Ignatius. I think that Turkey must be seen
not as moderate Islamist, but as modern,
democratic, and secular, and could be a role
model for Middle Eastern countries.

I strongly believe that the combination of
Obama’s policies, Turkey’s role as a balanc-
ing power, and increased dialogue between
these two countries will contribute to the
peace process in Middle East. These opin-
ions may seem overly optimistic, but for
the sake of Middle Eastern peace, we need
optimism, rather than pessimism.

The author is an exchange student studying at
Columbia College. He attends Bogazici University
in Istanbul, Turkey. He is a junior studying politi-
cal science and international relations.

As I See It

RIGHT OF WAY
MIRA JOHN
The photographer is a sophomore in the School of Engineering and Applied Science, majoring in chemical engineering.

The daily mugging

magine a

pedestrian is

walking down
Broadway on his
way home from
work. He encoun-
ters a beggar. He
doesn’t want to
give his money to

LAUREN this beggar. He is
SALZ saving up his hard-
earned money to
C E |§ E ;\(/l IYSOEl; R send his daughter

to college. One
could reasonably
argue that the beggar is in more “need” of
the money, but it’s the pedestrian’s money,
and he should be able to keep it.

He passes the beggar and is about to
enter the grocery store to buy food for
dinner. But in his way is a man with a
gun. Jingling his handcuffs, the man with
the gun demands that the pedestrian give
him a large portion of the money in his
pocket. “It’s for the beggar,” the gunman
says. “He needs it more than you. You
need to pay your fair share.”

The pedestrian has few good choices. He
could give the money to the modern-day
Robin Hood and lose a lot of the money he
worked for. Or he could refuse, run away,
and risk being mugged by the gunman.

The pedestrian will most likely choose
to give the gunman his money. Burt after
acquiring the pedestrian’s money, the
gunman does not give it to the beggar
right away. Instead, he keeps part of it
for himself, using it to buy himself some
food and toiletries. He gives the remain-
der to the beggar, who has no under-
standing where it has come from.

But even worse, imagine that the pe-
destrian did want to give his money to

the beggar, but before he could do so, the
gunman interferes, saying, “I know which
beggars really need the money.”

“But I wanted to give my money to
this beggar,” the pedestrian protests. “I
know he’ll use the money wisely on what
he said he’d use it for.”

“Shush, I know what’s best,” the gun-
man replies, as the pedestrian reluctantly
hands over his money intended for the
beggar. The gunman keeps part of the
money, and gives some to a different beg-
gar, whom the pedestrian does not know
at all. The pedestrian walks away, dis-
gruntled and less inclined to give away his
money to those in need in the future.

This anecdote might seem a lictle ri-
diculous. When was the last time you saw
a gunman outside Morton Williams who
demanded that you give him your money for
the purpose of giving it to a beggar?

But insert “government” instead of
“gunman” and “taxpayer” instead of “pe-
destrian,” and you get our modern-day
tax system. Under the threat of IRS audits
and jail time, the government confiscates
income at the point of a gun and reallocates
it as our elected officials see fit. For many
politicians, the goal of this reallocation
of resources is the sole purpose of wealth
redistribution, to even out the pieces of the
pie, often at the expense of the size of the
pie. The government steps in and tries to
take the rightful place of private charities
because it thinks it knows best how to al-
locate private citizens’ money.

Our tax system is as absurd as a gunman
forcing a pedestrian to hand over money
for a beggar. Ronald Reagan once described
taxation as a “daily mugging.” Those words
are as true today as they were in 1985. While
government taxation and subsequent spend-
ing can have legitimate purposes such as

national defense and a judicial system, one
of them is not forcible wealth distribution.
Wealth redistribution is an infringement
on freedom. Burdensome taxation limits
citizens’ choices by interfering in voluntary
transactions between individuals.

Many students, though, are shielded
from the effects of taxation. While some
students have jobs with taxable salaries,
many rely on their parents to pay for their
living expenses, or they work as babysitters
or dog-walkers and don’t pay taxes on their
income. Because of this, many students are
more likely to advocate taxation for the ex-
plicit purpose of wealth redistribution.

As Morningside Heights residents, we
are used to seeing beggars on the streets of
our neighborhood frequently asking us for
money outside of local grocery stores. Some
people choose to give them money out of a
sense of guilt or responsibility because they
think it’s the right thing to do and the best
way to help people. I personally don’t give
beggars money. I don’t agree with these mo-
tivations, and I think there are better ways
to help people. But if people want to give
their money away to beggars, it’s their right.
After all, it’s their money.

But what if every time you cashed your
paycheck from work, someone tried to
mug you on your way home. Would you be
more or less likely to give to a charity? How
would it affect your work ethic?

This is our tax system, as absurd as it
may seem.

Lauren Salz is a Barnard College sophomore.
She is the executive director of the Columbia
University College Republicans, the
communications coordinator of the Columbia
Political Union, and the communications
director of Columbia Right to Life. Check

Your Premises runs alternate Wednesdays.
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From Cambodia to Columbia

BY NETTRA PAN

Through the phone, the voice sounded cracked and
distorted, heavy with genuine concern, aged by more than
enough traumatizing experiences for any one lifetime.
Thinking of the crime, violence, and general danger
present at the time in a war-riddled nation, my grand-
mother wasted no time making herself clear regarding
an offer my father had received. She told him, “I want
my granddaughter to still have a father.”

This was my grandmother’s reaction to my dad’s announce-
ment that he would be accepting a position in Cambodia’s
United Nations Transitional Authority in 1992. At a time
when refugees were still fleeing from the postwar conflict
in Southeast Asia, seeking life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness anywhere but home, my father was among those
headed in the opposite direction—to help, toward home (if
you could even call it “home,” seeing as he had not been there
in 20 years). To my grandmother, I imagine that my father’s
acceptance of this job encompassed many negative doubts and
fears. Accepting meant to abandon his stable post at Unocal,
an oil company now absorbed by the corporate giant Chevron.
It meant leaving Southern California, the place where most of
the surviving members on my father’s side had sought refuge
from the Khmer Rouge genocide of 1975-1979.

For my mother, my father’s choice didn’t translate easily
either. She had just recently moved to the United States
from France, where her side of the family found protec-
tion from the war. For her, it was only after countless
garage sales, selling our car and our house, and transits
in France, Switzerland, and Thailand, that she and I, a
wide-eyed toddler at the time, finally reunited with my
father in Cambodia’s capital city, Phnom Penh.

Here in New York, nearing the end of my first year at
Columbia, I've been flattered to see a rise in the number
of people curious about my past, especially given the great
diversity on our campus. Like high school students will be
asking themselves this month, I've had my share of the typical
“Why Columbia?” question. True, a lot of students choose
their colleges because of the distance between their school
and home. New York City is the ultimate destination for
students who may be habituated to a small town—students
thirsty for more everything, especially more freedom. But my
grandmother had a point when she spoke to my dad 30 years
earlier. Isn’t moving halfway around the world a bit much?

The international student would know: College abroad
means trading in real phone calls for Skype and IM at
odd hours of the night. For some, this difference means

e
e e

sacrificing frequent visits from home for frequent packages
from Lerner. It involves exchanging long transit hours
at airports for even longer winters away from home. For
my parents, their only child’s choice of college probably
led to a more severe case of Empty Nest Syndrome and
accentuated their characteristics as protective, demand-
ing parents. (Yes, Cambodians fit the Asian stereotype as
well.) My father seemed most convinced that the crime,
violence, and general danger of a big city automatically
dropped Columbia from the list from which I was choos-
ing. He also preferred Stanford and Berkeley for the fact
that I would be closer to family. Ironic, no?

Maybe not. As the sun, squirrels, and acceptance letters
come out again, existential questions begin to resurface in
the classic Columbia fashion as I ask myself how I got here.
I remember the plane ride, the excitement, how new and not
quite familiar everything felt at first but how natural and
comforting everything ended up being. Columbia helped,
of course, by arranging a dinner for international students
on our first night at school. Six months later, the friends I
made there are still some of my closest friends, hailing from
Europe, the Americas, and the Middle East. These friends
helped as well. I was lucky enough, as an international stu-
dent, to be adopted by an American family for a weekend
and get a chance to indulge in the American traditions of
Thanksgiving and Christmas, or Hanukkah.

Looking back, perhaps the parallel between my father’s
move to Cambodia and mine to New York is not that unex-
pected. It’s likely that the same thing that lured my father to
Cambodia was exactly what I found in the City that Never
Sleeps; a dynamic life, internationalism, and the ability to
give back to our land of origin, still in dire need of assis-
tance. I guess you could say the United Nations headquar-
ters located here was also factor in my decision. But most
importantly, another similarity is how well our seemingly
arbitrary choices worked out. Raising me in the international
environment of a developing country provided me with an
interesting perspective. I feel lucky to have gotten the best
of all three worlds, compared to American or French cous-
ins whose parents did not return to Cambodia. Thinking of
how strongly these three countries influence me now, I don’t
know how I ever imagined myself elsewhere else. Riding the
subway downtown, walking across campus, or even just sit-
ting in John Jay, I realize New York is the one place where
nearly everyone here is also from somewhere else. But the
fact I cherish most is this: It feels like home.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.
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ILLUSTRATION BY WENDAN LI

West Side Stories is a feature that uses the personal essay to showcase the diverse backgrounds of members of the Columbia and
Morningside Heights community. It takes an intimate look ar the journeys that have led individuals to this school and city.
By drawing upon stories of family, culture, childhood, past travels and adventures, the essays seck to illuminate how people’s
experiences both influence their relationships to the community and shape the opinions they hold.

The biggest
show
around

BY DAVID MYERS

“Security theater,” a term coined
by author Bruce Schneier, is used to
describe security measures and formal
policies created to give an impression of
safety while doing little or nothing to
actually guarantee safety. We should
be familiar with this intentional false
impression of security, particularly
in the framework of our post-9/11
existence. Anyone who has flown in
the past seven years has seen this,
with measures such as the banning of
liquids over a set amount, which seem
far more successful at frustrating than
protecting the flyer. By these stan-
dards, Columbia has been developing
a most elaborate and grand security
show—the biggest one around. It’s a
show we’re audience to each day and
just like that ban on liquids, it’s often
more annoying than practical.

Before I launch into my criticisms
of the current security measures, or at
least those most obvious to students,
it is worth noting that we have a
relatively safe campus, particularly
for one in an urban center (although
NYC is an extremely safe city for its
size). Some of this is thanks to the
public safety department.

Personally, I feel safe, but am [ ac-
tually? Are any of us continually safe
on campus? In order to answer this,
I went around campus to see how the
policies, as presented at orientation and
made available on the department’s
Web site, practically play out.

The non-residential, non-library
buildings were apparently the most un-
safe buildings. Whether it's Hamilton,
Lewisohn, or Kent, there is virtually
nothing one can do to be denied entry
into these places. We do it every day,
opening the doors and wandering the
buildings to find our classes without
so much as the need to swipe a card
at the door or towards a guard. Sure,
it might be difficult to enter these
buildings without an ID card at ir-
regular hours, but if someone wanted
to enter a building to do harm, he or
she would probably not be trying for
late at night anyway. With many of
these academic buildings, there is not
even the full effort of theatrical per-
formance to veil the true danger. One
can plainly see that getting in is as easy
as pulling open the front door.

Schermerhorn is a perfect example of
abuilding protected by “security theater”
measures, which in their inconsistencies
are not only useless and frustrating, but
inconvenient as well. I tested the 119th
Street entrance to Schermerhorn, which
along with both 116th Street campus
entrances, is listed as ‘patrolled’ by the
public safety department’s policy report.
When testing this multiple times in the
past few days, I found this to be true. Just
like the College Walk entrances, when
the door was open, there was a guard to
be found in the booth. But what good
does this do? This is theater at its best.
I was not stopped once, under multiple
guards, to show ID. Some people vol-
untarily flashed theirs, but none was
required. At times, I went with or without
a backpack, which could have obvious
implications for the safety of others
when one considers what a stranger or
troubled student could carry into such
an unprotected building.

The guard system at the main cam-
pus entrances makes little sense for

Why our
Community
service matters

BY NANCY HUEMER AND SAM KLUG

Rural poverty remains a prevalent problem in
America: Over 15 percent of Americans living outside
of a metropolitan area live in poverty. For Columbia
students living and studying in Morningside Heights,
rural poverty can seem distant, unimportant, and
unworthy of our consideration, especially given the
poverty that pervades the neighborhoods just a sub-
way ride away. Yet the alternative Spring Break trip to
Mullens, W. Va., destroyed those conceptions. For six
days, 16 Columbia University students rebuilt porches,
repaired roofs, literally shoveled mud from the side of
a mountain—and hardly scratched the surface of the
work that needed to be done in the small town.

Although the problems of Mullens’ residents at-
tract almost no attention outside Wyoming County,
W. Va., by contrast Hurricane Katrina threw New
Orleans and the city’s suffering people into the
national spotlight. Once the immediate shock and
aftermath of the storm died down, however, so too
did the media coverage, and what the journalists
left behind was a city in ruin. There was an in-
credible outpouring of support from the general
public in all forms, burt after the first few weeks
of post-Katrina mayhem, this, too, dwindled. The
one factor that has remained a strong force in re-
building the city has been volunteers. Much of the
recovery effort in New Orleans has been fueled by
volunteers. Were it not for groups like those from
Columbia, the city would not have seen nearly as
much progress as it has.

Community service activities like alternative Spring
Break trips are important because they provide a way
for students to make tangible differences in places like
Mullens and New Orleans, and they give us an insight
into the problems that lay outside our cozy Morningside
campus. They give us an opportunity to spread aware-
ness to the entire Columbia Community about the
serious problems that face too many Americans. This
year marks the fourth organized spring break trip
down to the Big Easy, the first one coming a mere six
months after Katrina, and the second trip to Mullens.
Each year, in both places, we have seen firsthand the
difference volunteers like us make.

If there are any themes students recognize from this
year at Columbia, the value of public service should
be one of them. What brought Barack Obama and
John McCain to this campus was not a campaign
stop but rather an opportunity to symbolically set
aside their differences to talk about the value of
public service. While the practice of politics can
evoke powerful, negative cynicism, especially among
college students, the Service Nation Forum of last
September was intended to show us that politics
in a broad sense—politics as public service—can
transcend the lines we draw to divide us.

The College Democrats hope that the Obama ad-
ministration continues to emphasize the importance
of community service. Calling on all Americans to
devote their Martin Luther King, Jr. Day to making
a difference in their community was an important
first step, but it was not enough. Symbolic gestures
by our new president, while admirable, do not con-
stitute a true re-evaluation of the role community
service should play in the life of every Columbia
student and every American. Only by making op-
portunities for community service available and
appealing will our government effect a positive
change in our citizens’ devotion to service.

Last week, Congress made progress toward effecting
that change. The Edward M. Kennedy Serve America
Act, which passed last Tuesday, will expand national

community service programs like Americorps, create
several new service corps to focus on issues like educa-
tion and healthcare, and provide for increased education
stipends for volunteers. As our country re-emphasizes
the value of community service as a central part of our
civic engagement, Columbia should do the same. Civic
engagement represents a major part of the philosophy
of Columbia—it manifests itself in the speakers we
see, the clubs we join, and the unparalleled hunger
for political participation we wtiness on our campus
throughout the year. As our experiences in Mullens
and New Orleans have demonstrated—and as our
elected officials have recently affirmed—community

service must play a role in
our concept of what it
means to be a respon-

sible citizen.

Nancy Huemer
is a Barnard College
Junior majoring in
political science. Sam
Klug is a Columbia
College first-year.
Both are members of
the Columbia
University
College
Democrats
executive

board.

ILLUSTRATION BY JOANNA WANG

many reasons. What would one need
to do in order to be stopped by one
of them? Look like a killer? Anyone
could carry a dangerous weapon onto
College Walk, and the guards would
be none the wiser. There may not be
a practical way for them to check for
this at such posts, but at least we could
recognize this for the futile show of
safety that it is.

There are many symbols of security
on campus, and some are good and
practical measures. For example, we
have a blue light system, which shows
where one can find an emergency
callbox to connect one directly to
campus security for immediate as-
sistance. There is also the Safe Haven
system, under which anyone can en-
ter participating stores marked with
red lion logos and receive safe haven
from any unsafe situation. Both of
these can clearly be useful, but only
as reactionary systems. They do noth-
ing towards prevention, but rather
attempt to reclaim the supposedly
compromised safety of a student.

While it may be the nature of hu-
mankind to react, it is simply not an
option to wait for a tragedy to reform
our security system. The show on
campus is not only frustrating, but
pathetic in many ways, and offensive
in its purposeful and false implica-
tions of safety. As long as a book on
a shelf in Butler is more secure than
a student learning in Hamilton, we
have major work to do.

The author is a student in the School
of General Studies.
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Lit magazine Echoes reflects a diverse student voice

BY NICOLE DONNACHIE
Columbia Daily Spectator

Echoes, Barnard’s literary maga-
zine, was founded in Fall 2006 with
the goal of encouraging fresh stu-
dent literary and artistic talent. The
magazine now occupies a vital place
on campus as a forum for new voices
and a multiplicity of talents.

As a college that prides itself on
the strength of its literary and cre-
ative writing programs, it is perhaps
surprising that Barnard did not have
a general literary magazine before
Echoes’ arrival.

Though Echoes fulfilled a need for
self-expression on Barnard’s campus,
the magazine began with minimal
funding, hand-stapled editions, and
a small staff. Within two years,
however, it has become well-estab-
lished on campus as an evocative,
thoughtful publication.

According to the magazine’s
founder, Alexandra Loizzo, BC ’09,
Echoes secks to inspire creativity
through theoretical inclusivity. “As
a Barnard publication, many of the
works are written in a female voice,
but expressing femininity is not the
sole object of Echoes,” said Loizzo.

Loizzo explained that the publica-
tion accepts a range of works, from

“high-school poetry to very polished
pieces, clearly written for a college-
level creative writing class.”

Leslie Ribovich, BC 11, the mag-
azine’s publicity director, added that
because the magazine accepts “all
types of writing, ... it creates a space
for voices on campus.”

Indeed, while it is Barnard-based,
Echoes encourages submissions from
both sides of Broadway. And because
of popular demand and some excep-
tional submissions, the magazine may
begin accepting works from beyond
Morningside’s campus.

According to Echoes” editors, the
results of this inclusivity have been
fruitful. Echoes has an exceptionally
high submission rate compared to
other on-campus magazines. It also
publishes a diverse group of submis-
sions, ranging from photographs of
tribal women in the Serengeti to
poignant poetry about self-identity
and comical short stories about high
school nights at the beach.

In addition to publishing the
magazine, the Echoes staff seeks
to foster a literary community. “A
voice for writers can be shown in a
variety of ways,” Loizzo said. To this
end, she and her fellow editors have
organized social events on campus
with the Barnard Bulletin, as well as

a literary careers panel with Barnard
graduates in the publishing field.
Each year, the group also hosts a stu-
dent-alumnae reading,. This year, the event
featured Mary-Beth Keane, BC’99, who
read from her forthcoming novel titled
The Walking People and gave students
the chance to learn more about the ex-
perience of working as a writer.

DiCrescenzo runs for Team USA

Courtesy of Sara Barnes

PERSONALVOICE | The staff of Echoes, pictured above, strives to include a wide
range of student voices and genres while steadily expanding their readership.

As a publication that seeks to en-
courage creative thought on campus,
Echoes hopes to remain both an out-
let for expression and an entertain-
ing read. With each upcoming issue,
Echoes will expose a greater and greater
number of new voices. The next issue
of Echoes will be published during

reading week.

Postcrypt show

DICRESCENZO from page 3

“The last 800 meters ... I felt
pretty in control throughout the
entire race, and then with about
800 to go, I went from feeling
fairly well to pretty awful in a
macter of steps.”

Further complicating matters
was a 300-meter uphill climb at
the very end of the lap. Second-
place finisher Linet Masai of
Kenya lost her lead to overall
winner Lorna Kiplagat, also
from Kenya, in that last stretch.
DiCrescenzo didn’t mince her
words when it came to describ-
ing her finish.

“The very end of it, there was
this very steep finish you only do
at the end, and it was the steep-

est hill I've ever run, period,”
she said. “And for it to come at
the end of the race, I mean, my
legs were burning and getting
no oxygen, so no doubt about
it, the last lap was so difficult
and very brutal.”

“It was by far the hardest cross-
country course I've ever run on,”
she added.

But despite that, DiCrescenzo
said that she had a great deal of
fun in the race.

“As hard as 'm making it out,
I really enjoyed the course,” she
said. “It was really true cross-
country. It didn’t play into a
track runner’s strengths, you
had to be a very tough, gritty
cross-country runner to do well
on that course, and I think that

was the beauty of that course.
I appreciated that.”

Of course, the better-than-ex-
pected finish for Team USA—ffth
out of a field of 12—didn’t hurt,
either.

“We thought that we could be
top five but that we’d have to have
a pretty good day,” DiCrescenzo
said. “I think we’d all say that we ex-
ceeded the team’s expectations.”

After taking the week off,
which for DiCrescenzo amounts
to running 35 miles instead of
70, she will take part in a Puma-
sponsored event in Walnug, Calif.
Until then, DiCrescenzo will
turn in her Team USA wind-
breaker for a light blue Columbia
jacket—at least until her next
international endeavor.

is too covered
up to intrigue

POSTCRYPT from back page

Carroll, CC’11, a mixed-media piece includ-
ing a wire construction and several sketches,
relates to the exhibit’s motif but remains
outside the context of the other works. While
interesting, it presents a physical recreation
and interpretation of a strip, unlike the other
works that are more superficial. The series of
Polariod photos by Jessica Epstein, BC 11,
are entirely unrelated—they have no sense
of repetition or sequence.

As a whole, the exhibit comes across as
flat and uninspired. None of the adventurous
potential of the “strip” theme can be felt in
the space or the artwork within it. Even the
inclusion of a “Create Your Own Strip Wall,”
designed by Burgi as “a way for the audience
to more actively engage with the theme of the

Composers lose
sight of the 21st
century

RICE from back page

The piano melodies in the former admira-
bly imitate the gallant style of the period,
and the fuzziness of tonal center in the latter
equally reflects early 20th-century music.

But then again, the very fact that
Marianelli is attempting to recreate music of
past centuries in this one is a kind of denial
of the comparatively recent developments
of atonality, polytonality and serialism.

Certainly employing compositional tech-
niques associated with these movements would
be jarring in a film based on a Jane Austen
novel, but why deny the progress music has
made outside of cinema? Why pretend we are
living in an eatlier century when we are not?
Why must film scores insist on the retrospec-
tive, while all other art forms push forward?

It is true that not all film scores bla-
tantly ignore the last century of music his-
tory. Philip Glass has written the score of
many films with his trademark minimalist
style, including 7he Hours, The Illusionist,

The Truman Show, and Notes on a Scandal.

One must note, however, that these types
of films are in the minority, and only employ
a minimalist composer either because the plot
has some fantastical quality that lends itself to
the dreamy quality of Glass’ repetitiveness (7he
Hllusionist), or because the director is particu-
larly progressive in all aspects of cinematogra-
phy (Stephen Daldry with 7he Hours). There
should be more films like these, pushing the
envelope of scoring as well as cinematography.

Another exception is the composer Nico
Muhly, CC ’03, who, most recently, collaborat-
ed with Stephen Daldry on 7he Reader. Muhly
seemingly combines influences from his three
major teachers: minimalism from Philip Glass,
neo-romanticism from Christopher Rouse, and
a collection of styles from John Corigliano.

Muhly’s music, unlike that of many
film-score composers, is not in denial of
the present age and seeks to further com-
bine influences and styles across the board.

Some composers toe the line between be-
ing truly contemporary and reminiscent of
earlier musical eras. This subtle blending is
probably the best bet for writing a score that
suits the movie without sounding obsolete.

Hans Zimmer tactfully combines tradi-
tional orchestral scoring with new influences
from electronic sounds, most notably in his
scores for Gladiator and The Lion King.

What we need in this postmodern world is
an acknowledgement of the past combined with
regard for the future—the approach of many
modernist painters, writers, and composers.

A simple imitation of days long gone, without
absorption of what has come immediately before
the present, is detrimental to the evolution of art.

show,” gives way to doodles—not strip-related
art. As the show contains little work of inter-
est, perhaps the sense of its “strip” motif that
best comes to mind is stripped bare.

Catherine Rice is a Barnard College sopho-
more majoring in music. Breaking Down
Classical runs alternate Wednesdays.

Blood Drive
Spring 2009

Thursday * April 9 =
10:00 am-5:00 pm
Lerner Hall Auditorium

Friday * April 10
12:00 pm-8:00 pm
Russ Berrie Medical Pavilion, Rm. #1, CUMC

Monday * April 13
11:00 am-4:30 pm
Donor Bus - College Walk
12:00 pm-6:00 pm
Studebaker, 4th Floor Conference Room

Wednesday * April 15 s
12:00 pm-8:00 pm
Uris Hall

Thursday * April 23
11:00 am-4:30 pm
Donor Bus - College Walk

Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates

Uchenna Acholonu, Jr, MD

BA: Lolumbsa University

MD: SUNY Upstate Medical University

ObAGyn Residency: St. Luke’s and Roosevelt Hespitals
Special Training: Minimally-Invasive Gynecalogic Surgery
he Habla Espafiol

Louise Chuu, MD

MO SLINY Health Science Conter at Brooklyn
DbGyn Residency: St Luke’s and Roosavelt Hospitals
Board Certfied m Obstatrics and Gynecology

Fluent in Mandarin Chinese

Deborah B. Schwartz, MD, FACOG

MD: Albert Einstein College of Medicine

ObvGyn Resid 1--*-::,- Long lstand Jewish Medical Center
Board Certified in Olbstetrics and Gynecology

10 years practice expenience

se Habla Espafiol

e'
¥ aneral primary ard preventive haalth care for women;

# Prenafal care and all obstetrical services, including labor and delvery;
* Birth control, complate gymecologic exams, and testing,
¥ HFY testing and vaccing 1o halp provent convical cancer;
¥ Madical and surgical care for gynecologic problems,
including fibroids, abnormal bleeding, and premenstrual syndrome (PMS].

OB/GYN Associates
1090 Amsterdam Avenue, Suite 3A, New York, NY, 10025
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SPECIAL WEEKEND DRIVES www.nywomenshealth.com/3A
Call (2121 636-1130
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Saturday, April 11 . e |

Saturday, April 18
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“Walk-ins"” Welcome or register online today at...
https:/ /drm.nybloodcenter.org/PublicScheduler/
GroupWelcome.aspx7?Group=87529

WWW'

sponsaored by; Office of the Presioent,
Office of Government and Commumnity Affairs, and the New York Biood Center
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PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

; FULL MENU e PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
" WE DELIVER e OPEN 7 DAYS

SIDEWALK DINING

TUESDAY NIGHT © 15% or wcuID

(DINE-IN ONLY)

i

AR

BT T

1024 Amsterdam eetw. 110-111 sts)
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is nothing to celebrate.
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

FOR SALE NEAR COLUMBIA
2 BR co-op. Sunny, 21st floor, up-
dated EIK. Spacious LR, master BR,
hardwood floors. New fitness center,
indoor and outdoor children’s play-
ground. 24-hr security. B'way & 123
St. Priced to sell by owner: $489.5K.
No broker fee. Open House April 11 &
April 19. Call (212) 280-3707. www.
alittleredhen.com
NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson.
com. (212) 875-2970.
SUNNY, PLANT-FILLED 1 BR, furn,
al/c, W 113 St near B’'way for rent to
non-smoker, non-pet owner. Contact
owner: melissa.knox-raab@uni-due.
de
LOVELY RENOV UWS STUDIO with
high ceilings and beautiful hardwood
floors avail for short/long term sublet.
1 block from CU and Riverside Park.
Co-op bldg with laundry, bike room,
live-in super and stunning roof deck
with river views. Please e-mail: reno-
vations_64@yahoo.com
SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
t01799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.
com

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on
behalf of the American Civil Liberties
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA
spying on US citizens, and put an end
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.
LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.
PSYCHOTHERAPIST SEEKING P/T
administrative assistant to be respon-
sible for diverse office responsibilities.
A working knowledge of MS Word and
Excel required. Hourly wage based
on experience. Approx 6 hours/week.
Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com
MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGO™ MINDSTORMS™
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info
to: mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Want to improve your public speak-
ing skills and have fun doing it? Try
Toastmasters. TIC Toastmasters meets
at 5:45-7:30 pm on 1st & 3rd Wed of
each month at 475 RSD (betw 119th-
120th, enter on Claremont). Visit our
Web site, then visit the club.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

SUBLET WANTED

I NEED A SUBLET
2 BR, approx July 15-Sept 1. Upper
West Side. No Harlem. howtotreat@
gmail.com

P L

Start protecting yourself from yoursalf
Call 1-866-393-6783 or visit us at everydaychoices.org.
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TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea)
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase.
jpn003 @att.net or (443) 695-1130.
CLEANING
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
RICH FORTUNOFF Book & Tax Prep-
aration Services. Great prices and great
savings for CU. RFortunoff@richfor-
tunoff.com or (212) 678-1065.

THE IVY LEAGUE BROKER
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Co-
lumbia grad available to find you the
perfect apt. Contact Marti Wheat at
mwheat@tregny.com or (646) 300-
7249.

UNDERGRAD & MBAADMISSIONS
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays.

www.cubicl.com

Analyses of
Time & Culture
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Modernizing
the movie
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Postcrypt’s Strip Show proves unrevealing

SCOore

riginal
O

scores
have always
been underap-
preciated and
overlooked,
particularly
ones that
lean towards
the classical
tradition.

Sure, there

was John
Williams’
Wagnerian
score for Star Wars that practically
everyone knows, as well as the mys-
tical, modal Harry Potter score that
relies a little too much on its main
theme played on celesta. Even Howard
Shore’s Lord of the Rings score was a

CATHERINE
RICE

BREAKING
DOWN
CLASSICAL

BY KIMBERLY RUBIN
Columbia Daily Spectator

“Strip.” Whether interpreted as a command or
a description, the word is charged.

It can bring to mind the adventure of comic strips
or the risky nature of strip poker. The latest exhibit
at Postcrypt Gallery, the “Strip Show,” curated by
Julia Burgi, BC 11, and located in the basement of
St. Paul’s Chapel, plays off these possibilities.

According to co-curator Alexandra Werner-Winslow,
BC ’12, the current show focuses on two aspects of
the word “strip:” its cartoon aspect, which is highly
dependent on seriality and repetition, and its clothing
aspect. Unfortunately, these ideas are more apparent
in the curators’ comments than on the gallery walls.

Only two works in the show interpret the risky
sexual meaning of the word. “Girls, Girls, Girls”
by Chelsea Small, BC ’11, is a mixed media piece,
incorporating ink, charcoal, and different types of
paper to evoke a scene of sex and violence.

On the opposite wall are two prints depicting
burlesque females in sensual poses by GS senior and
co-curator Ken Hill. The prints are painted over in

bright pinks and highlighted in black and purple.

The women appear to be emanating rays of light or

hit with its Renaissance-like songs.

But for lesser known contemporary
film composers, what is the point in
writing a classical score, as opposed
to acknowledging the development of
21st-century new music like that of
John Adams, Steve Reich and John
Cage? Why can'’t original movie scores
follow the progression of new mu-
sic like the rest of the music world?

Obviously a film composer seeks
to create music that fits the subject
mactter and time period of the mov-
ie. Dario Marianelli, for example,
who won an Oscar for his music for
Atonement and was nominated for one
for Pride and Prejudice, has remained
relatively conservative in his compo-
sition style, harkening back to the
classical era of Mozart and Beethoven
for Pride and employing some neo-
classical qualities in Atonement.

Since Pride and Prejudice takes
place in early 19th-century England
and Aronement takes place in 1935, it
is appropriate that Marianelli recouped
certain trends in musical history in

perhaps fire. While it isn’t as bold as Small’s piece,
the work is equally passionate.

Despite these two outliers, repetition is a pre-
dominant theme in the show. The series of photos
by former Ian Kwok, CC’11 and former A&E photo
deputy, are like photographic flipbooks. Carefully
framed, the pictures deconstruct a few seconds in
time and make a simple, fluid action appear abrupt.
In one set, a girl’s steady concentration in a museum
appears disrupted by the movements of the security
guard in the corner of the room.

The most compelling work in the show, is entitled
“Found Piece,” as it was literally found one night on a
train, is a series of five digital contact sheets showing
thumbnails of a young man with Down syndrome.
The images, many of which seem to be taken one
right after another, show the boy in various domes-
tic scenes—sitting at his computer, posing with a
necklace, and standing in front of a mirror.

The piece is the boldest interpretation of “strip,”
as it is has aspects of repetition, sequence, and
narrative while also seeming to reveal something
deeper than the boy’s daily actions. There is a
sense of loneliness and captivity as the boy’s life is
confined to his house and also within the borders
of the thumbnails.

Other works, however, do not fit as appropri-

an attempt to recreate a certain era.

SEE RICE, page 6

BARE MINIMUM | Though it sounds scandalous, Postcrypt’s current “Strip Show” in St. Paul’s does not live up to
its risky potential. Though the show boasts some strong pieces, many works fail to relate to the alluring theme.

Columbia Women in Film focuses
on diversifying the movie industry

BY ALI KRIMMER
Spectator Staff Writer

“Women are only five to 10 percent of the
film industry. The reason for that is not because
women are born with less filmmaking skills,” said
Columbia School of the Arts Olivia Newman,
who, along with fellow SoA student Bora Kim
is one of the two fellows of Columbia Women
in Film chis year.

CWIF was founded to combat the gender
disparity that exists within the field of film. Its
mission is to support women filmmakers and
to promote women’s film at Columbia. CWIF
holds workshops, organizes movie screenings
and discussions with famous non-Columbian
and Columbian female filmmakers, and pro-
vides a comfortable atmosphere at its meetings
for discussion and assistance.

Newman was quick to point out that she has
never felt any sexism in her classes at Columbia. She
explained in an e-mail, “I feel so blessed to be in
a class of extremely open and supportive students,
both male and female, and professors who push
and expect as much from me as any other student
regardless of gender.”

But, she admitted, there is a lack of encourage-
ment for women in the field as a whole and it is
imperative for female filmmakers to learn from the
example of the women who came before them.

This year’s events sponsored by CWIF include
a screening of Academy Award-nominated Frozen
River, written and directed by Courtney Hunt,
SoA ’94. CWIF also held a screening of The

Secret Life of Bees and a Q&A session with the
writer and director, Gina Prince-Bythewood.

“I am happy with the turnout to our movies,”
Newman said. “I also feel the group is supported
not only by women attendees but also by the male
students who come.”

The group has also hosted technical workshops
for editing techniques and grip and lighting pro-
cedures where women of all experience levels can
come and feel free to ask questions. Newman noted
that there are often skills women are expected to
know when they walk on to a set that they might
have never previously learned.

Although CWIF attracts mostly films stu-
dents because it is focused on the film program
at Columbia, it is open to everyone, and Kim and
Newman encourage undergraduates to attend the
events and meetings. Although, Kim said, “It does
not matter how many people come [to our screen-
ings]. I just want to share women’s films—it is very
meaningful to me.”

In April, Elaine Goldsmith-Thomas, Julia Roberts’
former agent and producer of films including Mona
Lisa Smile and Maid in Manhbattan, will be speaking
ataluncheon hosted by CWIF. There will be a limited
number of seats to encourage an intensive, focused
discussion. Newman and Kim are also looking to
expand their focus to student films, and are thinking
about hosting a small festival at the end of the year.

Next year, Kim said she would also like to hold
more screenings. Yet, as it stands, Newman believes
CWIEF is already “a testament to Columbia that
they are willing to focus on the issue” of women’s
role in film.

Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classic
AND ACTION! | Columbia Women in Film encourages female filmmakers through classes and screenings.
The group recently held a screening of Frozen River, written and directed by Courtney Hunt, SoA *94.

David Xu / Staff Photographer ~ ately with the theme. “The Mobius Strip,” by Betsy

SEE POSTCRYPT, page 6

Summer at Columbia
School of the Arts

More than 40 courses in
Film, Visual Arts, Writing and Theatre Arts

Undergraduate and Graduate Levels
Credit and Non-Credit Available
Special Workshops, Master Classes and Residencies

New Offerings Include:

Dark Comedy: Writing Mean and Funny

The Bridge Project with Richard Foreman

Jean Guy Lecat: Master Workshop in Theatre Design
Writing Film Criticism

Film Directing Workshop

Register Mow
arts.columbta.edu
Wirw, Ce.COlumBbia.edus/summer
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