
BY CHELSEA LO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia got the long-await-
ed green light to break ground at 
Baker Field on Wednesday.

The City Council voted 46-1 
in favor of a zoning waiver that 
the University needs to begin 
construction at 218th Street 
on a new 48,000-square-foot 
Campbell Sports Center and a 
public waterfront park known 
as Boathouse Marsh.

 “We are pleased that the City 
Council and related committees 
voted in favor of our application 
to create new public access and 
new amenities on the water-
front,” Columbia senior public 
affairs officer Victoria Benitez 
said in an email statement. “The 
Boathouse Marsh project will in-
crease public access to the wa-
terfront, restore and extend the 
area’s native marshland adjacent 
to Inwood Hill Park, and create 
an opportunity for increased ed-
ucational and recreational activ-
ities for the community.”

The vote was the final step 
in the city approval process, 

and allows Columbia to provide 
only 1.5 percent of its property 
for public waterfront access, in-
stead of the required 15 percent. 
The one vote against came from 
Council member Charles Barron 
of Brooklyn, who could not be 
reached for comment.

Plans for the five-story 
Campbell Sports Center in-
clude offices for coaches, a stu-
dent-athlete study center, an 
auditorium, and meeting spac-
es. The Boathouse Marsh plans 
include a waterfront park area 
designed by James Corner Field 
Operations, the landscape archi-
tecture company that created 
the High Line park in Chelsea.

 Inwood residents have been 
working with local elected of-
ficials to create an enforceable 
community partnership agree-
ment stipulating benefits for the 
community in light of the par-
tial waiver of waterfront zon-
ing laws—a waiver that allows 
Columbia to provide only 10 per-
cent of the public waterfront ac-
cess required by law.
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BY DANIELLE GRIERSON 
AND ANNE BRINK

Columbia Daily Spectator 

Although one space was 
enough for two previously 
separate forums on safe 
spaces, there wasn’t enough 
room in Mathematics 203 
for the many students who 
wanted to attend last night’s 
Safe Spaces Forum.

The Columbia University 
College Republicans and 
Everyone Allied Against 
Homophobia hosted a 
contentious debate after CUCR 
distributed fliers opposing 
the existence of safe spaces to 
residence halls last week. 

About 40 students were 
turned away from the debate 
by Public Safety officers, 
who said the lecture hall had 
reached capacity. 

“I’m really angry. I came 
early. I wanted to speak my 
mind. And now I’m standing 
out here,” Leah Farrell, BC ’13, 
said. 

Members of CUCR argued 
that the University as a whole 
should be a safe space for all 
students, and that designated 
safe spaces for specific groups 
are not necessary and promote 
minority discrimination. 

“What we are trying to ar-
gue is that safe spaces are of-
fensive to the rest of campus. 
They send the message that if 
you’re a minority, you don’t fit 
in at Columbia. The only way 
you fit in is if you have your own 
separate zone,” said William 
Prasifka, CC ’12, a member of 
the panel and director of public 
relations for CUCR. 

 Sean Udell, CC ’11 and pres-
ident of the Columbia Queer 
Alliance, countered that safe 
spaces are necessary not as 
places of separation, but rather 
spaces for students to gain peer 
support and engage in conver-
sation. Without safe spaces, 
Udell argued, the University 
sends a message that “anyone 
who is a marginalized person 
must stand up for themselves,” 
even though, Udell said, “that’s 
an unfair expectation.”

“There is still an assumption 
that everyone at Columbia is 
not racist or homophobic,” he 

said. “We have to have a space 
where we can have an open and 
frank discussion.” 

Panelists from both groups 
interjected throughout the 
forum. Audience members, 
in solidarity with one side or 
another, snapped fingers and 
shouted out comments, eventu-
ally reminded by the moderator 
to keep responses respectful 
and disruption to a minimum. 

Farrell, an organizer of 
the upcoming Take Back the 
Night march, said she was an-
gered by the fliers distributed 
by CUCR and the notion that 
the University is already a “safe 
space” as a campus. 

“If that were the case, one 
in four women wouldn’t be 
sexually assaulted before they 
graduate,” she said. 

Two established safe spaces 
at Columbia are the Stephen 
Donaldson lounge, for LGBT 
students, and the Malcolm X 
lounge, for African-American 
students.

Christopher Travis, CC 
’11 and historian of the Black 
Students Association, said his 
group doesn’t have a monopoly 
over the Malcolm X lounge. 

“In order to reach the peo-
ple we need to reach, we need 
to have these spaces,” he said, 
adding that “90 percent of 
what we do is not in that room.”

 Several students in support 
of CUCR took the microphone 
to question whether or not 
safe spaces foster diversity, if 

BY SONAL KUMAR
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Getting dumped and getting 
hit in the face with a dodgeball 
may have more in common 
than you think. 

According to a study led by 
University of Michigan psychol-
ogist Ethan Kross and co-au-
thored by Columbia psychology 
professors Walter Mischel and 
Edward E. Smith, the emotional 

pain of a breakup closely resem-
bles physical pain.

“For a long time, research-
ers have known that there are 
specific regions of the brain 
that respond to physical pain. 
We wanted to identify specif-
ic brain regions for emotional 
pain,” Smith said, explaining 
that the same brain regions 
are active when people expe-
rience physical pain and emo-
tional pain. “Our study shows 

that the expression ‘I’m really 
hurting from this rejection’ can 
be taken literally.”

Columbia neuroscience pro-
fessor Eric Kandel, a Nobel 
Prize winner in physiology and 
medicine who was not involved 
in the study, said these results 
show just how much the field 
of psychology can benefit from 
a more biological outlook.

Forum on safe spaces 
filled to capacity
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PANEL  |  Avi Edelman, president of EAAH, speaks during the safe spaces forum. William Prasifka of CUCR sits to his left. 
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TAKE FIVE  |  Grosz takes a smoke break outside Dodge Hall, where he is helping with an art show.

BY KATIE BENTIVOGLIO
Spectator Staff Writer

When Rey Grosz, GS, en-
tered Barnard College as a first-
year in 2007, he was already tak-
ing male pronouns and planning 
to begin transitioning from fe-
male to male. Although he had 
decided to attend a women’s 

college, Grosz 
knew several 
transmen who 
had graduated 
from Barnard 
and assumed 
everything 
would be fine.

But mid-
way through 

orientation week, there were 
already problems.

“When I got there, my room-
mates were uncomfortable,” 
Grosz said. “They told the ad-
ministration that they didn’t 
want to live with a boy.”

After just a week, Grosz was 

SEE SAFE SPACE FORUM, 
page 2 SEE STUDY, page 8

BY ARVIN AHMADI
Spectator Staff Writer

The U.S. House and Senate 
are both introducing legislation 
today that would allow current 
Columbia veterans fully covered 
by the GI Bill to continue attend-
ing the University at no cost.

The Senate bill will be in-
troduced by Senator Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) and the House 
legislation will be introduced by 
Representative George Miller (R-
FL), chairman of the Committee 
on Education and Labor.

The revised GI Bill, passed 
last December, caps tuition ben-
efits for veterans at $17,500. While 
this helps veterans at public uni-
versities, it hurts those at private 
ones like Columbia. Even with the 
Yellow Ribbon benefits included, 
Columbia veterans, who had ma-
triculated with the promise of full 
financial aid and stipends, would 
end up paying anywhere from 
$5,000 to $15,000 out of their own 
pockets.

“This legislation will fix this 
inequity and ensure that our vet-
erans receive the full benefits they 
were promised and rightly de-
serve,” Schumer said in a press re-
lease. “It will make sure we don’t 
change the rules in the middle of 
the game.” 

The legislation would guar-
antee full funding for currently-
enrolled student veterans, though 
not for future ones. The U.S. 
Military Veterans of Columbia 
University have been lobbying 
politicians for such a grandfather 
clause throughout the semester. 
Over spring break, the group of 

About 200 CC and SEAS sophomores 
will party this Friday night away on a 
boat cruise around Manhattan, with 
music provided by DJs Fred Dulson, 
CC ’13, and Simon Herzog, CC ’12.

Class of 2013 all aboard 

Hudson River cruise

Spectator Editor in Chief Samuel E. 
Roth moderates a debate between 
the three parties running for CCSC’s 
executive board.

Havana Central, 7 p.m.

Sophomore Steph Olson helped 
throw a wrench in the Lions two-
game losing streak, pitching seven 
scoreless in the tail-end of a Harvard 
sweep.

Olson wins, helps 
Columbia take two
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BC looks to address transgender students

Breakups really do hurt, researchers find

CCSC Candidates 
Forum

Panelists, audience members 
interject during debate

Courses at Columbia don’t teach us 
survival skills.

Till the world ends

Iran Week gives us an unskewed 
awareness of the nation’s culture.

Eye-opening

transition transwomantransman
This is the process of changing sexes (but does not have to be within 
the binary). Cross-dressers, drag kings, and drag queens tend to 
not transition permanently. This is usually a long process (can 
take months or even years) and may or may not involve gender 
reassignment. It is important to note that not all transgender 
individuals will transition.

A person who identifies as 
female and was male-assigned 
at birth.

A person who identifies as male 
and was female-assigned at 
birth. 

It is important to note that “transgender” is an adjective, not a verb: 
To speak about someone as “transgendered” suggests that such a state 
into which the individual has fallen as opposed to a property that they 
possess. Courtesy of Everyone Allied Against Homophobia summit

“They [safe spaces] 
send the message 
that if you’re a mi-
nority, you don’t fit 
in at Columbia.”

—William Prasifka, 

CUCR media relations 

director

SEE GENDER, page 2

Transgender 

@ CU

This is the second 
part of a series 

exploring the 
experience of gender 

non-conforming 
students at Columiba  

Congress to 
propose GI 
Bill clause

SEE GI BILL, page 2

City Council votes 46-1 to 
approve Baker Field plans 

SEE BAKER FIELD, page 8



 Susan Russell, chief of staff 
for Council member Robert 
Jackson, said the community 
agreement is close to completion.

 “The community partner-
ship agreement is almost done, 
it will be pretty much put to 
bed over the next few days,” 
she said. “We’re waiting for 
Columbia to get back to us on 
a few things, and then we need 
to work out some language. It’s 
moving along.”

While the agreement may 
be done soon, it shouldn’t be 
rushed, said Ibrahim Khan, 
chief of staff for Senator Adriano 
Espaillat, whose senatorial dis-
trict includes Baker Field. 

Last month, Espaillat 
and Council member Ydanis 
Rodriguez were involved in a 
public spat with Council mem-
ber Jackson, whose district 
covers Baker Field. Rodriguez, 
whose district is adjacent to 
Jackson’s, said he and Espaillat 
had not been included in the 
process and that not enough 
time had been given to consid-
er community concerns with 
the project. Two weeks ago, the 
politicians’ disagreements led to 
Espaillat and Rodriguez spon-
soring a separate public forum 
from the one held by Jackson 
that same weekend.

But Khan said Senator 
Espaillat’s central concern is 
securing benefits for Inwood 
residents.

“Senator Espaillat’s main fo-
cus now is on advancing a com-
munity benefits agreement that 
enhances the partnership be-
tween Columbia University and 
residents,” Khan said. “It’s pos-
sible it may be done soon, but 
we’re not in this business to be 
setting deadlines.”

The community agreement 
signals the close of a lengthy 

approval process that has 
spanned many months and in-
cluded a deadlocked vote on the 
proposal by Community Board 
12, review by the Department 
of City Planning, and at least 19 
community meetings or tours 
sponsored by Columbia.

Roger Meyer, a mem-
ber of Advocates for Inwood 
Manhattan—which represents 
over 600 Inwood residents—
said the group looks forward to 
working with Columbia to final-
ize the community partnership 
agreement.

“Unfortunately it was brief, 
so it was hard to dig into the 
community benefits,” Meyer 
said of a meeting on Tuesday, at 
which residents sat down with 
University representatives and 
Council member Jackson to dis-
cuss the agreement. “It wasn’t re-
ally an environment to discuss.” 

But Meyer said residents 
hope to be able to secure most of 
the community proposals listed 
in an online petition that gar-
nered 545 signatures, which was 
submitted to Columbia and local 
representatives on March 30. 

“I expect there to be a dem-
onstration of community part-
nership that Columbia answers 
to in the future as well,” Meyer 
said. “We certainly hope that 
Columbia will work construc-
tively with elected officials and 
community to reach an agree-
ment satisfactory to the commu-
nity and that they’ll continue to 
keep the community engaged.”

Susan Ryan, an organizer of 
Advocates for Inwood, said res-
idents appreciate being part of 
discussions with Columbia and 
Council member Jackson. She 

added, however, that she’s wary 
because an enforceable agree-
ment with Columbia has not 
yet been finalized–something 
she said the community finds 
“concerning.”

“This has been a wake-up call 
for our community and a wake-
up call for our elected officials,” 
Ryan said. “The waiver that was 
approved is a downward modi-
fication of the 15 percent water-
front access that is normally re-
quired by law.”

Ryan added that the commu-
nity expects Council member 

Jackson to continue fighting for 
community benefits.

“Because as of today we 
still don’t have an enforceable 
agreement with Columbia 
University, we would say this 
to Council member Jackson—
you need to know that we will 
be watching how you champion 
this cause for our community,” 
Ryan said. “We will be watch-
ing how you follow through on 
the public commitments you 
have made.”

chelsea.lo
@columbiaspectator.com
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Transgender students finding place at Barnard  

staying with a friend at NYU 
and commuting up to Barnard 
every day—but technically, 
there was no reason he couldn’t 
be there.

“I wasn’t on T. I hadn’t had 
surgery. There was nothing 
physical that would make me 
male,” Grosz said. “It was sim-
ply an identity issue.”

“T” refers to testosterone, 
which causes physical changes 
such as a deepening voice, more 
body hair, and increased muscle 
mass.

Grosz said that he asked to 
be moved to a single and that 
Barnard denied his request, say-
ing singles were unavailable to 
freshmen.

Barnard confirmed that 
Grosz’s request could not be ac-
commodated. The college has 
since made two singles avail-
able to first-years, for students 
with disabilities or exceptional 
circumstances.

“If we received a request for 
a single room based on a rea-
son related to gender identifi-
cation, it would be taken into 
consideration and evaluated 
based on the particular situa-
tion. However, as is the case for 
any requests for single rooms, 
we would not be able to guar-
antee placement. Our policy is 
that all first year students who 
elect to live on campus must live 
within the first year area, with-
out exception,” Avis Hinkson, 
the dean of Barnard College, 
said in a statement. 

During the last decade, stu-
dents who do not identify or do 
not exclusively identify as fe-
male have become increasing-
ly visible at women’s colleges, 
something schools like Barnard 
have struggled to address. 

Grosz said he went to 
Barnard’s administration, look-
ing for solutions to his unique 
situation, which Barnard could 
not provide at the time.

“They were definitely not 
mean,” he said. “But they didn’t 
give me another place to stay, 
and they kind of made it seem 
like it would be hard the entire 
time.” 

Ultimately Grosz trans-
ferred to Columbia’s School of 
General Studies, where he is in 
his final year studying visual 
arts and anthropology.

At Barnard, students strug-
gled to express how they felt 
about classmates who don’t 

identify as strictly female. 
Many said they were torn be-
tween the importance of cre-
ating safe spaces and fostering 
conversations about gender 
and upholding Barnard’s sta-
tus as a women’s college.

“I think Barnard has a lot of 
conversations about gender is-
sues and present themselves as 
this inclusive, expansive kind 
of place,” said Sophia Allan, 
BC ’13.

But at the same time, Allan 
acknowledged the difficulties 
Barnard faces in accepting 
and accommodating transgen-
der students. “It’s definitely a 
sticky situation,” she said.

Hinkson said Barnard is 
committed to providing a wel-
coming environment for all its 
students.

“In terms of admissions, as 
a women’s college, Barnard ac-
cepts applications only from 
women. Once students are ma-
triculated, regardless of their 
identification, we provide sup-
port and resources on a case-
by-case basis to best accom-
modate the needs of both the 
student and the College,” she 
said.

Avi Edelman, CC ’11 and the 
president of Everyone Allied 
Against Homophobia, said 
that he believes Barnard can 
be a women’s college and still 
be supportive of students who 
don’t identify across traditional 
gender lines.

“I think that Barnard is still 
struggling to grasp what it 
means to be a women’s college 
when gender is more compli-
cated than just men and wom-
en,” he said.

Daly Franco, BC ’12, said she 
would never want a Barnard 
student to feel they didn’t be-
long because of their gender 
identity.

“It would make me upset to 
know that a fellow classmate is 
uncomfortable,” she said. “But I 
don’t think it’s fair for people to 
get angry at the school for their 
decisions, because traditionally 
Barnard is a women’s college.”

Franco added, “There are some 
people who go to this school be-
cause it’s all women, and to have 
one male changes that.”

Many Barnard students said 
they were unsure about the va-
lidity of gender as a concept, 
especially at a school founded 
on the rejection of certain ideas 
about gender.

“Gender is a cultural thing. 

It’s a social construct,” said 
Tabia Santos, BC ’13. “It’s some-
thing that’s forced upon us.”

Santos added that what-
ever the Barnard administra-
tion does, efforts on behalf of 
transgender and gender-non-
conforming individuals cannot 
be limited to campus.

“It’s going to have be 
something that goes beyond 
Barnard,” she said. “Until 
we as a whole accept being 
transgender and change our 
minds, Barnard can’t change 
everything.”

Hinkson said that Barnard 
provides its students with a 
variety of resources related to 
gender identity.

“Throughout the academ-
ic year Barnard’s Office of 
Diversity Initiatives offers a 
variety of programs, events, 
and activities that are intend-
ed to support Barnard’s LGBTQ 
community,” she said. “In addi-
tion to the available resources 
through that office, the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives also 
works with several student or-
ganizations like Q and EAAH 
(Everyone Allied Against 
Homophobia) and campus 
coalitions like the Barnard 
Queers and Allies Network 
and Queer Central to make sure 
that the campus community is a 
welcoming, safe space for non-
gender conforming students.”

She added that the admin-
istration plans to reinstate a 
Transgender Working Group 
on campus.

Although Grosz said he 
wished his situation had been 
handled differently three years 
ago, he emphasized that the re-
sponsibility for changing atti-
tudes on campus cannot rest 
solely with the administration 
and policy reforms.

“I don’t know how much 
more cooperative people 
would be if there was a system 
in place,” he said. “Part of the 
reason that all of this activ-
ism stuff is so hard is because 
we have such a huge student 
body and a huge campus and 
so many people coming for dif-
ferent reasons.”

Grosz added that he doesn’t 
believe there is a definitive way 
to teach people about transgen-
der issues. 

“It’s just something they 
have to figure out or accept as 
existing in the world.”

katie.bentivoglio
@columbiaspectator.com

Baker Field construction approved by City Council in midst of University and local negotiations
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WATERFRONT  |  With City Council’s approval, Columbia can move forward with plans for the Boathouse Marsh, a public park along the Hudson river. 

GENDER from front page

meetings take place in enclosed 
spaces. Prasifka said he agrees 
that safe spaces encourage 
insularity. 

“I oppose certain groups 
that have privilege,” he said. 
“Why should I need a particu-
lar room to go into to feel my 
identity? Why would the uni-
versity be subsidizing this?” 

  Avi Edelman, CC ’11 and 

president of EAAH, agreed 
that groups “can become fac-
tionalized.” However, he added 
that “groups should challenge 
themselves to reach beyond 
their spaces.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

Students turned away from packed forum
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SNAPS  |  Audience members snap to show approval at the Safe Spaces Forum on Wednesday night.

SAFE SPACE FORUM 
from front page

students met with the offices of 
Schumer, congressman Charlie 
Rangel (D-NY) and Senator 
Kristen Gillibrand (D-NY) in 
Washington D.C.

“I’m ecstatic. It feels like a 
lot of the hard work has paid 
off,” said Dan Lagana, a MilVets 
member and GSSC vice presi-
dent for finance. “Given how 
our trip in Washington went 
and how productive it was ... 
I would say that I was not too 
surprised.”

While Lagana had previously 
told Spectator that the matter was 

“out of our hands at this point,” 
this legislation’s momentum is up-
ping the MilVets’ lobbying efforts 
earlier than they had expected.

“Now we get another chance to 
show our support to those sena-
tors and congressman who are 
showing us support,” said Jose 
Robledo, GS and a University 
senator. “This is a very reciprocal 
conversation.”

Robledo said that after meet-
ing with members of Congress, he 
is confident that the House and 
Senate will support the premise 
of the legislation.

“It’s not a question of what 
veterans are entitled to,” Robledo 

said. “When anyone reneges on a 
contract, rule of law always says 
that that’s the wrong way to go.”

One issue that may hinder the 
legislative process is the need for 
a conference committee, if the 
House and Senate bills are differ-
ent. The main issue threatening 
the grandfather clause’s passage, 
however, is funding. Lagana is 
“cautiously optimistic.”

“There’s got to be a budget 
compromise,” Lagana said. “We’re 
asking for an increase in funding 
when the political and economic 
climate dictates otherwise.”

arvin.ahmadi
@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia vets hoping for best from Congress
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BY ELIZABETH FOYDEL
Spectator Staff Writer 

Since Valentine candy conversa-
tion hearts started bearing slogans like 
“Fax Me,” it has been clear that tech-
nology adjusts dating protocol for the 
Millenials and the Net Generation. But 
where texting has replaced love letters 
and eHarmony can substitute for the first 
in-person encounter, the new Facebook 
application iWould seeks instead to fa-
cilitate the realization of relationships.

The idea was born last year at 
Columbia Business School when John 
Budish, Business ’10, reflected on a 
pre-existing Business School tradition: 
Before graduation, everyone in the 
graduating class had the opportunity 
to write down the names of three other 
students in whom they had an interest 
as a last-ditch effort to pursue romantic 
possibilities before graduation. If there 
was a match, both students were no-
tified. Budish and his classmate, Tariq 
Chaudhri, Business ’10, decided to ex-
pand the concept and make it digital. 
They brought in Eliza Howard, Business 
’11, to work on marketing the app.

Launched on Columbia’s campus last 
week, iWould allows a Facebook user to 
add up to 10 of their current Facebook 
friends to a list of people with whom 

they would be willing to have a ro-
mantic or sexual encounter. The user’s 
list, as well as use of the app itself, re-
mains secret and invisible to all other 
Facebook users—unless someone on 
their list also signs up for the iWould 
app and includes him or her on their 
own set of desirables. In that case, when 
both users have indicated an interest in 
each other, both receive email notifica-
tion of the mutual interest.

The goal is to provide the opportu-
nity not to meet someone new, but rath-
er to make a connection with someone 
familiar. “It’s ambiguous for a reason,” 
Howard said. “We don’t want to take 
the fun out of it. It’s a list of 10 people 
that ‘you would … .’ You figure out what 
you would do.” Budish’s own experience 
highlights what iWould could make 
possible: He was too nervous to ask out 
a cute girl in one of his courses without 
knowing how she would react, and he 
was aware that, if rejected, he would 
still have to see her frequently in class. 
He graduated without having pursued 
her but developed a digital means of 
eliminating the problem. A year later, 
the app is live on Facebook.

“What I like about it is that it doesn’t 
replace any means of communication: We 

BY GARNET HENDERSON
Spectator Staff Writer 

Students can catch a glimpse of the 
world of professional ballet without 
even leaving campus in the upcoming 
performances of the Columbia Ballet 
Collaborative.  

The student group is performing at 
Miller Theater on Saturday, April 9, at 
8 p.m. and Sunday, April 10, at 3 p.m. 
CBC gracefully straddles the gap be-
tween campus art and the professional 
world. It was founded in 2007 by five 
former professional dancers and has 
since expanded to include students 
from all four undergraduate colleges 
and several Columbia graduate schools. 

In the years since its inception, CBC 
has gained more and more recognition 
on campus, as well as within the larger 
dance community. The group has been 
featured in the New York Times, Time 
Out New York, and more. CBC is consis-
tently praised for its support of emerging 
choreographers, as well as the profession-
al-level opportunities it affords students.  

Growing interest on campus has 
allowed CBC to expand and diversify 
its offerings. “We have had a lot more 
people come to auditions, which means 
that our pieces have grown a lot in size,” 
Erin Arbuckle, GS ’11 and assistant ex-
ecutive director of CBC, said. 

But, as Arbuckle points out, there 
are drawbacks to critical attention. 
“It’s hard to have the reviewer keep the 
perspective that we are, in fact, a stu-
dent group,” Arbuckle said. Still, she is 
proud of CBC and the place it occupies 
on campus, noting that “Barnard offers 
a dance major, and we offer something 
more low-key.” 

This semester CBC will showcase 
works by professional choreographers 
like Adam Hendrickson, a soloist with 

Dance group leaps between professional and campus ballet

BY GEETIKA RUDRA
Spectator Staff Writer 

Balancing classes, jobs, internships, 
and extracurriculars can be over-
whelming, especially when also plan-
ning to perform to the utmost in this 
year’s Battle 4 Bacchanal—as Daniel 
Murcia, CC ’14, is set to do on April 15. 
Murcia is a singer, a songwriter, and 
an intern at Atlantic Records. His web-
site, listentodanny.com, has been ad-
vertised on Facebook and in campus 
dormitories.

Now a member of Columbia’s a cap-
pella group Notes and Keys, Murcia 
is a self-taught musician. He picked 
up the guitar when he was little and 
taught himself to imitate sounds he 
heard on TV. His instrumental reper-
toire soon grew to include the piano 
as well. Murcia has never taken for-
mal vocal lessons. “I was greatly influ-
enced by Bruno Mars as a songwriter,” 
said Murcia. “He had to write differ-
ent songs for different artists before 
he could make music for himself. It’s 

important to learn how to cater to dif-
ferent musical tastes.” Murcia also cites 
Michael Jackson, Maroon 5, and pro-
ducer Dr. Luke as sources of inspiration.

Murcia’s catchy rhythms leave lis-
teners unconsciously tapping their 
feet and bobbing their heads. His 
songs incorporate simple but catchy 
hooks characteristic of the pop songs 
heard on the radio. “I’m not trying to 
sound like other people—failure is 
imitation. But my comfort is top 40 
pop,” Murcia said.

Murcia has learned the importance 
of creating songs with mass appeal 
from his internship with Atlantic, 
which has Mars as a signed artist. 
Interning with Atlantic, which re-
ceives demo tapes by the thousands 
from hopeful artists like Murcia, has 
proven a pivot-point in Murcia’s mu-
sic career. 

“You need to be aggressive. I’ve 
learned the importance of network-
ing and making people listen to you,” 

Students struck by Cupid’s virtual 
arrow with Facebook app iWould 

COURTESY OF ERIC BAIANO

IN STEP  |  Elysia Dawn, Artistic Director of the Columbia Ballet Collab-
orative, and Richard Isaac, dancer, showcase their dance moves. 

BY LUDOVICA PAGNI
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Forget the NSOP party at Central 
Park Zoo and forget formals. This 
semester, for the class of 2013, the 
Columbia College Student Council 
is throwing a floating party on the 
Hudson River.

The party, conceived and organized 
by the class council, will take place 
Friday, April 8, at 8 p.m. on a Circle 
Line Sightseeing Cruise boat hired for 
the event. 

The boat will leave from Pier 83 
(West 42nd Street, at the Hudson 
River) and will circumnavigate 

Manhattan for the rest of the night. All 
students can participate, since there is 
no age restriction and only non-alco-
holic refreshments will be served on 
board. Tickets are $20 at the TIC and 
are now sold out. 

“We originally started with the idea 
of a loft party or something that no 
one had ever done before. However, 
then the idea of a boat seemed a lot 
more feasible, since it fit the num-
ber of people that we wanted and it 
worked out with our budget,” Keyur 
Naik, CC ’13 and member of his class 
council, said.

“We will have an uptown-down-
town theme … the boat has two levels, 

and for each level there will be a dif-
ferent DJ,” Naik said. The original idea 
was to play a different kind of music 
on each floor in order to reflect the 
lifestyles of people in various parts of 
Manhattan. Although the theme was 
later set aside, the main idea of having 
two DJs playing various sorts of mu-
sic on the two floors remained. Fred 
Dulson, CC ’13, will perform on one 
level, and Simon Herzog, CC ’12, will 
play on the other.

The whole council participated in 
the planning, but Mario Rosser, CC ’13, 
played a particularly large role. Zaik 

All aboard boat party for sophomores

MARICELA GONZALEZ FOR SPECTATOR

I’M ON A BOAT  |  The Columbia College Student Council will host the Class of 2013 Hudson River Boat Party on Friday. 

Columbia freshman and self-taught 
musician to compete for Bacchanal 

COURTESY OF DANIEL MURCIA

HITTING THE WRITE NOTES |  Songwriter and singer Daniel Murcia, 
CC ’14, interns at Atlantic Records and will compete in the Battle 4 Bacchanal. 
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BY JONATHAN HUBERMAN 
AND ROXANNE MOADEL-ATTIE

In light of the recent political instability in the Mid-
dle East, Iran, like many other countries in the region, 
has become a centerpiece of American attention and 
media. However, very few have focused on the spirit 
and culture of the Iranian people. This week, the Co-
lumbia Iranian Students Association and LionPAC are 
hosting several events that analyze the geopolitical 
questions surrounding Iran within the context of Ira-
nian culture and nationalism. 

Despite Iran’s rich culture, Iranians all over the 
world are negatively stereotyped based on the actions 
and behavior of their unpopular government. The word 
“Iranian” has become a loaded term used only in as-
sociation with “nuclear weapons,” “Islamic fundamen-
talism,” and “terrorism.” These media hot topics have 
overshadowed the long-standing ethnic and religious 
diversity within Iran, spotlighting overgeneralizations 
and negativity about Iranians on the whole. Contrary to 
common misconceptions, Iranians belong to a variety 
of ethnic groups, including Persians, Kurds, Azeris, Ar-
abs, Armenians, etc., and  practice many religions, such 
as Shi’ite and Sunni Islam, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, and the Baha’i faith. The beau-
ty of the mainstream Persian culture lies in its ability to 
interweave many ethnic and religious beliefs and tradi-
tions, while also honoring ancient customs and rituals. 

While our two groups recognize the richness of the 
Iranian culture, we both share contempt for the Ira-
nian government in different ways. Following Ahma-
dinejad’s recent re-election, Iranians flocked to the 
streets to protest the contested electoral results as well 
as many of the government’s other unpopular policies. 
For example, Christians, Baha’is, LGBT individuals, 
and other minorities have been targeted by legislation 
that denies them equal opportunity. In light of these 
injustices and as CISA’s mission, this week’s events en-
courage the Green Movement as an expression of Ira-

nian nationalism and the progressive will of the people. 
LionPAC supports the Green Movement as well in light 
of the existential threat that a nuclear Iran would pose 
to Israel and the damage a nuclear Iran would cause to 
the region and American interests. Despite CISA’s and 
LionPAC’s differing motivations to support the Green 
Movement, both groups have collaborated to provide 
an open dialogue on campus, which is perspective-in-
clusive. 

LionPAC and CISA are co-hosting multiple events 
to address all of the aforementioned issues in a format 
that expands the Columbia community’s understand-
ing of Iranian culture and politics. Yesterday we rallied 
to support the Green Revolution by providing informa-
tion about the movement, asking people to sign a peti-
tion in support of the Iranian people, and distributing 
green ribbons and bracelets to Columbians to show 
their support within our community. This event was 
significant because it highlighted both groups’ support 
for the movement despite their different ideals. Today 
CISA and LionPAC will present “Iran 360,” a panel dis-
cussion with representatives of different perspectives 
(e.g., diplomacy and stealth warfare) focused on U.S. 
foreign policy regarding Iran and the nuclear issue. Fi-
nally, on Sunday, we will both be participating in the 
festivities related to the Persian Parade downtown.

By integrating our group’s unique perspectives, we 
hope to form a more accurate picture of Iran and its 
global context. As Columbia students, we should not 
erect intellectual blinders that shield us from any opin-
ion contrary to our beliefs. We must challenge each of 
our preconceived notions of the world by interacting 
with people who hold different perspectives, which 
will help us to emerge with a more solid foundation for 
our worldviews. As students, we must disagree with 
each other, internalize criticism, and explore com-
mon ground. If we fail to acknowledge the humility of 
our views, fail to see our peers with respect, and fail 
to learn from others, then we will have blundered the 
opportunity of college. While we may not emerge from 
Columbia having finished our intellectual develop-
ment, our academic wrangling will certainly steer us 
toward a path of greater openness and give us the tools 
to succeed in the lifelong task of perfecting our views. 

Jonathan Huberman is a sophomore in the joint General 
Studies and Jewish Theological Seminary program 
majoring in history and Jewish thought. He is the director 
of public relations for LionPAC. Roxanne Moadel-Attie is 
a junior at Barnard studying psychology. She is currently 
the president of Columbia Iranian Students Association 
and co-president of Sephardic/Mizrahi Club. 

BY ANABEL BACON

On April 14, Columbia students will march around 
Morningside Heights in support of victims of sexual 
violence as part of Take Back the Night. A few weeks 
later, Snoop Dogg will come to campus, and we’ll take 
that night to listen to a guy whose lyrics support the very 
kind of disrespect for women that leads to such crimes. 
Something’s wrong here.

Snoop is a 14-time Grammy nominee. Great. He also 
has an affinity for marijuana, run-ins with the law, and 
scantily clad women, the latter of which his music fre-
quently objectifies. I find those lyrics offensive, no mat-
ter how catchy his songs may be, and I find it worrisome 
that we’re willing to welcome him to campus. For a uni-
versity that prides itself on its affiliation with one of the 
best women’s colleges in the nation and is home to some 
of the country’s brightest female students, we could have 
done better.

Unfortunately, I can’t support my argument with ex-
amples of Snoop’s lyrics, since most of the ones that re-
late to women are unprintable (his token mother-appre-
ciation song, “I Love My Momma” off 1999’s “No Limit 
Top Dogg,” would seem to be one of the only exceptions). 
Perhaps that fact itself is evidence enough. But I encour-
age you to Google his songs, to actually sit down and read 
the message behind the beat, and to ask yourself if these 
are really the values our community espouses. They’re 
certainly not mine.

We need to be especially vigilant about how we ad-
dress the issue of sexual violence on college campuses. 
At least one in four college women will be the victim of 

a sexual assault during her academic career. Between 
2008 and 2009, there were 19 reported forcible sexual 
assaults in Columbia residence halls. This number is cer-
tainly low when you consider that New York City emer-
gency rooms reported that 1,637 patients were treated 
for sexual assault in 2008 alone, but it’s still higher than 
the number it should be: zero.

For these reasons, we coordinate events during Sex-
ual Assault Awareness Month and during NSOP to edu-
cate our community about various forms of sexual vio-
lence and how they can be prevented. The efficacy of this 
programming is debatable (I, for one, don’t particularly 
remember much of my Consent is Sexy workshop), but 
at least it exists. Inviting Snoop Dogg to campus implic-
itly endorses his music and delegitimizes many of these 
other on-campus initiatives we have to combat sexual vi-
olence. At the very least, it sends a mixed message about 
our values. I’m also willing to bet my Columbia degree 
that many (many, many) more people will show up to 
Snoop’s concert than to a screening of a documentary 
about the sexual exploitation of underage girls in New 
York City, our own backyard. I understand why—sexual 
assault is not a comfortable thing to talk about. But we 
should be up for this challenge.

Columbia students, faculty, and alumni are trendset-
ters in so many important professional fields, but I think 
we missed an important opportunity here to set the bar 
higher for our extracurricular lives. We’re smart people 
who demand a lot of ourselves at our jobs and in the 
classroom. We should demand more from our entertain-
ment, too.

Before you write me off as an Angry Feminist, it’s 

worth mentioning that objectification in music is cer-
tainly not an exclusively male phenomenon. Guys, when 
Britney tells you to “hold it against [her]” or Katy Perry 
wants to see your “peacock,” I certainly hope you’re as 
offended as I am when other pop songs tell me my value 
is directly proportional to the size of my breasts or how 
much I’m willing to “put out.” It’s a trend that needs to 
stop—from both sides.

I’m not saying that everyone who listens to Snoop 
Dogg agrees with his lyrics—in fact, at a place like Co-
lumbia, I think exactly the opposite. That’s why it’s so 
disheartening to me that we didn’t choose a little more 
wisely. There are plenty of popular musicians whose 
music celebrates healthy relationships and builds peo-
ple up instead of tearing them down. How about we 
get one of them next time? Hey, I’ll even take Rebecca 
Black.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

Iran Week: a journey of cooperation

The word “Iranian” has become a 
loaded term used only in association 
with “nuclear weapons,” “Islamic 
fundamentalism,” and “terrorism.”
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Students consider a lot of fac-
tors when course selection rolls 

around. We consider the credits 
awarded, the professor’s reputation, 
the course material, the location, 
the time, and the chance of getting 
that elusive A. But we don’t usu-
ally consider the wider context of 
our choices: how a college class will 
equip us for life outside the cham-
bers of the ivory tower. This myopia 
becomes problematic when you 
consider what the real world might 
look like in the next few decades.

My former high school librarian, 
now a dear friend, often rants about 
the “power-down” that is on the 
horizon. We exchange emails regularly, and his typical 
correspondence is a wonderfully poetic and pessi-
mistic take on the calamitous times we live in. Here is 
but a taste: “My only take on the human species these 
days: Die off by the billions. I have no other way to put 
it. We are too many, so overpopulated and obese and 
sick-looking, that it seems to me anyone with a shred 
of common sense would come to the same conclusion.” 
This column is largely an homage to his emails, a sar-
castic imagining of the myriad ways he has suggested 
the world might end, a playful exposition of the futility 
and fatalism of our current path. 

In a recent typically cheery email, my former teacher 
provided some unsettling advice: “If I could attend any 
one education program right now, it would be lessons 
in learning to live off the grid … Anything for self-suf-
ficiency, anything to remove myself from the reality of 
the ticking time bomb we find ourselves under.” In the 
next week, Columbia students will select their courses 
for the coming fall. As they furiously scan course list-
ings, few students will contextualize their choices in the 
wider scheme of potential global catastrophe. The ques-
tion that emerges is a troubling one. If we are to take the 
advice of my sage friend and only choose classes that 
teach self-sufficiency in a world without the grid, what 
classes ought we to choose at Columbia?

I’ll put the answer up front: The prospects are 
bleak. A search in the Directory of Classes yields no 
results for the terms “shelter,” “self-defense,” “hor-
ticulture,” “first aid,” or “blacksmithing.” There is a 
dearth of technical, pragmatic classes that operate out-
side the realms of abstraction. The closest thing Alma 
Mater can offer is engineering courses that require 
fabrication skills, but even these are predicated on the 
use of elaborate machinery. We would like to think 
that all have the potential to be the father in Cormac 
McCarthy’s “The Road,” or Robinson Crusoe, or Bear 
Grylls, or even some Vermont hippie who knows what 
mushrooms to forage. We all believe that intrinsic to 
our humanity is some deeper survival instinct, a trea-
sure trove of evolutionarily encoded knowledge that 
will sustain us when the fire and brimstone rain. But 
it simply isn’t true. And our preoccupation with the 
status quo, with the acrobatics of the mind that make 
Columbia such a sensational and stimulating environ-
ment, only blinds us to our frailties.

On Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the Columbia stu-
dent occupies the very peak, seeking self-actualization 
through a heightened morality, creativity, and knowl-
edgeability. We have been blessed thus far not to have 
to worry about safety and physiological needs. Well, it 
looks like ascending Maslow’s hierarchy is a Sisyphean 
task, and mankind is poised to let the ball roll back 
down into the Dark Ages. And when the world pow-
ers down, when systems of governance and of finance, 
of laws and of markets dissolve, self-actualization will 
come to mean diddly.

So we are stuck. Unsure if there is any real cause for 
concern, unwilling to rock the boat so much as to go 
“Into the Wild” and subsequently die an embarrass-
ing and ridiculous death at the hands of some berries, 
we are left to blissfully attend our seminars on The 
Archaeology of Sex and Gender. But for those of you 
who are now worried by your lack of preparedness, 
there remains one means of recourse. Perhaps it makes 
the most sense to take philosophy. For if one cannot do 
anything to halt the doomsday clock’s slow ticking, then 
perhaps being able to deconstruct the epistemological 
and metaphysical meaning of this metaphorical clock 
will provide some semblance of comfort to a wanting 
mind. As the mushroom cloud grows on the horizon line 
and everything you have known and loved is vaporized, 
at least you’ll be able to ponder what Michel Foucault 
would have made of the unfolding events: Twentieth-
Century Philosophy, V3301.

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj is a Columbia College first-
year. He is a member of the rugby team. C.U. in Hell 

runs alternate Thursdays.
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Drop him like he’s hot

Inviting Snoop Dogg to campus 
implicitly endorses his music and 
delegitimizes many of the on-
campus initiatives we have to 
combat sexual violence.
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GRADUATION PARTY, class seminar, 
laid back social, or any other special 
event, Rent out Haakon’s Hall accom-
modations 50-185 persons please con-
tact Haakon or James (212) 300-4166. 
james@haakonshallny.com
FREE PIANO RECYCLING and mov-
ing. All NYC and vicinity. Free remov-
al of all unwanted, used pianos in 
working condition. Non-working pia-
nos and junk pianos removed and 
recycled as low as $150. Pianos in 
5-floor walk-ups are no problem. Your 
unwanted piano is our business. Grand 
pianos, baby grands, upright pianos, 
spinets and organs accepted. Fully 
equipped and experienced. Call Jay 
Fernando (646) 316-4442 direct. Also, 
estimates for other clean-outs of home 
and offices are available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs.  I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

HARLEM - NEWLY RENOV 
132 St & Fifth Ave. 2 BR, 4th floor 
walk-up $1300. Good credit. Missis-
sippi Realty (917) 378-8242.
CENTRAL HARLEM across from the 
Hospital. Lenox and 137 St. 3 BRs, 2 
baths, 2nd floor. Enormous apt $1800 
(negotiable). Mississippi Realty (917) 
378-8242.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HELP WANTED! HELP WANTED! 

Is there something President Obama 
might do in his personal life, or even 
with his family to add to his per-
spective about this nation and the 
world? One example to follow can 
be found at: tinyURL.com/BarakHu 
Obama Any comments can be e-
mailed to: timeandtide@w.cn  Help 
Wanted!

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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What is the 
most daunting ac-
complishment in 
the wide world of 
sports? Is it scor-
ing four goals in 
a hockey game? 
Or an undefeated 
football season? Or 
even sinking a hole 
in one? Throughout 
it all, one feat has 
stood out above the 
rest. This achieve-
ment has occurred 
once every eight 
years on average since the founding 
of professional baseball in 1869. I’m 
talking, of course, about throwing a 
perfect game.

Twenty-seven consecutive outs, 
allowing no opposing hitter to reach 
first base for any reason. Twenty-
seven up, 27 down. It’s a test of pitch-
ing prowess, endurance—both mental 
and physical—and a stalwart sup-
porting defense in the field. Simply 
put, it’s a perfect storm of skill and 
circumstance, and any pitcher who 
has experienced the glory of a perfect 
game will tell you that it is the crown-
ing achievement of his career.

Over the past two years, three ma-
jor league pitchers have thrown bona 
fide perfect games: Mark Buehrle, 
Dallas Braden, and Roy Halladay. I 
say bona fide to bid respect to Tigers 
pitcher Armando Gallaraga’s im-
perfect game last season, which was 
spoiled on an admittedly botched 
call by a first base umpire on what 
would have been the game’s final 
out. Buehrle, Braden, and Halladay, 
however, join an elite echelon of 
pitchers that includes Babe Ruth, 
Sandy Koufax, Don Larsen, “Catfish” 
Hunter, and “Cy” Young. It’s an 
accomplishment so notable that 
Buehrle was rewarded with a guest 
spot on Letterman and a congratu-
latory phone call from President 
Obama, a known White Sox fan.

Before learning just how rare the 
feat was, I had assumed that about 40 
to 50 had been thrown in baseball’s 
extensive history. When I discovered 
that my guess was more than double 
the actual stat, I was amazed—clearly, 
I underestimated the rarity of perfect 
games. And having covered the Lions 
baseball beat for two seasons, I started 
wondering whether they were as rare 
in Ivy League history.

It didn’t take extensive Googling 
to discover two things: that (i) in the 
history of Ivy League baseball, only 
Cornell’s Gary Gronowski achieved 
perfection, in a seven-inning game 
33 years ago against the Division III 
Oneonta Red Dragons, and that (ii) 
there are several logical reasons as 
to why perfect games are rarer in Ivy 
history than in the Majors. 

In the MLB, where a pitcher must 
throw a minimum of nine innings in 
order to be awarded a perfect game 
and where hitters are the crème de 
la crème, the fact that it has only 
happened 20 times is understand-
able. However, in the Ivy League, 
where an official game can be as 
short as seven innings and hitters 
are less experienced, one would 
expect perfect games to occur more 
frequently. In theory, one dominant 
Ivy pitcher should be able to subju-
gate inexperienced hitters to defeat 
on a given day.

I know, I know. You’re probably 
thinking, “Well, maybe Ivy pitchers 
just suck.” Not only is that untrue, but, 
after looking more closely into the 
matter, I discovered that the seem-
ingly inexplicable absence of perfect 
games in Ivy history actually makes a 
lot of sense.

One fundamental difference be-
tween pro and college ball is in the 
material from which bats are made. 
Whereas wooden bats are required 
in the MLB, the NCAA allows hitters 
to use bats made of metal, aluminum, 
and other composite materials that 
produce harder and farther hits.

Another disparity between tossing 
a perfect game in the majors and in 
college is that college pitchers often 
do more than just pitch. Whereas 
most pitchers in the MLB can focus 
all their attention on throwing and 
batting, many college-level hurlers are 
also asked to occasionally field other 
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In Ivy League, 
perfection is 
elusive feat

Turn 
Up the 
Mike

MICHAEL 
SHAPIRO

In the history of Ivy 
League baseball, 
only Cornell’s Gary 
Gronowski achieved 
perfection.

SEE SHAPRIO, page 7

History was made yesterday af-
ternoon at Robert K. Kraft Field.

Although the Light Blue 
women’s lacrosse team fell to 
Quinnipiac 13-12 in a heartbreak-
ing double-overtime loss, sopho-
more attack Kacie Johnson found 
her way into the Columbia record 
books after scoring a record eight 
goals in a single game. 

Yesterday’s contest marked the 
18th straight matchup in which 
Johnson recorded at least one 
tally. To date, she has netted 81 
overall goals.

Quinnipiac put itself onto the 
scoreboard after only two min-
utes of playing time, but Columbia 
quickly responded, and the Light 
Blue led 3-1 five minutes into 
the game. Two of those early 
goals were thanks to Johnson. 
Unfortunately for the Lions, three 
unanswered goals by the Bobcats 
gave Quinnipiac the lead. 

The remainder of the half 

featured back-and-forth scoring 
between the two squads, with the 
Bobcats leading 9-7 at the end of 
the half.

The Bobcats maintained their 
lead after the intermission. For 
most of the second half, the Lions 
trailed by two tallies. However, 
with four minutes of regulation 
remaining, the Lions tied the 
score thanks to back-to-back goals 
by Johnson, leading the Light Blue 
into overtime. 

Columbia wasn’t able to take 
any shots during the first over-
time, but junior goalkeeper 
Karlee Blank made a save to keep 
the game alive. 

The Bobcats, though, managed 
to find the net with 27 seconds re-
maining in the second overtime.

The Lions return to action next 
Wednesday when they go on the 
road to take on Lafayette at 7 p.m. 
in Easton, Pa.

—Rebeka Cohan

LACROSSE

Light Blue lose close match, carried by 
record-breaking scoring performance

Once again, the match came down 
to freshman Tiana Takenaga—and 
once again, the No. 6 singles player 
found herself down. Unlike earlier 
this spring, however, Takenaga could 
not rally against her opponent, and the 
women’s tennis team fell to Cornell 
4-3 in their third match of Ivy play. 

The teams met earlier this spring 
at the Eastern Conference Athletic 
Championships, where Columbia 
won a 4-3 thriller when Takenaga 
rallied from a 5-2 deficit in the final 
set of the deciding match to win it 7-5. 

On Wednesday, the match start-
ed similarly, with Cornell once 
again sweeping the doubles point. 
Columbia lost 8-3 at No. 3 doubles, 
and 8-4 at No. 1 and 2 doubles, giving 
Cornell a 1-0 lead. 

Singles was a tight battle at every 
spot. The first player off the court 
was sophomore Katarina Kovacevic, 
who was on the wrong side of a 6-3, 
6-1 loss at No. 3 singles. Despite being 
down 2-0, Columbia would rebound 

quickly to tie up the score. Freshman 
Ioana Alecsiu routed her opponent 
6-2, 6-1 at No. 5 singles and senior 
co-captain Natasha Makarova had 
her most dominant win of the spring 
at No. 4 singles, winning 6-1, 6-0. 
However, the good luck wouldn’t 
continue for Columbia. Freshman 
Bianca Sanon fell at No. 2 singles 6-3, 
6-3 to put Cornell up 3-2 and leave 
them only one match away from 
winning. But sophomore Nicole 
Bartnik wasn’t ready to be done, and 
she defeated her opponent 6-3, 7-6 
at No. 1 singles to even the match at 
3-3 and shift the focus to Takenaga. 
Takenaga had lost the first set in a 
tiebreak, and was down 3-0 when 
Bartnik evened the match count, but 
eventually fell 7-6, 6-1.

Columbia (9-9, 0-3 Ivy) will have 
little rest as it travels to Yale and 
Brown on Saturday and Sunday re-
spectively, with both matches start-
ing at noon.

—Kunal Gupta

Women’s tennis drops 4-3 heartbreaker to 
Cornell in final match 

TENNIS

Stef it up

BY MRINAL MOHANKA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When Stefan Olson walked onto the mound to throw the first 
pitch against Harvard on Sunday, he was cool, calm, and collected. 
The 6-foot-5 right-handed sophomore looked completely at ease 
for the duration of his seven innings—he gave up no runs and only 
three hits in the Lions’ 8-0 success. Even when he walked off, it 
was with a composed look on his face. However, there’s more 
than meets the eye with Stef, as he is referred to by teammates 
and coaches.

“Stef competes hard—he may not look like it all the time—but 
he’s a very good competitor,” head coach Brett Boretti said in an 
email. “I thought he did well [against Harvard]. I think he’s ma-
tured on and off the field.”

The Lions’ pitching coach, Pete Maki, knew that Olson had 
a good arm and a good feel for pitching when he decided to re-
cruit him. 

“Stef threw very well [against Harvard],” Maki said in an email. 
“He forced a lot of contact early in counts. He established his fast-
ball to both sides of the plate early in the game.” 

The outing against the Crimson was Olson’s third start of the 
2011 campaign, and his 1.71 ERA is the best of the Light Blue’s start-
ing rotation. But where did it all begin for the California native?

“I started playing baseball at a very young age,” Olson said in an 
email. “My parents decided to start me on a few different sports. 
I played soccer and I golfed as well to see what I liked best, and 
baseball just stuck.”

His official visit to Morningside Heights left no doubt in his 
mind that Columbia was where he wanted to be as a college athlete. 

“I already knew Columbia as one of the most elite universities 
in the world academic-wise, and I felt I had a good feel for the 
baseball coaches as well,” Olson said. “But when I finally had a 
chance to visit and stay with my then-future teammates, I knew 
this is where I wanted to be.”

Olson made 10 starts as part of Columbia’s rotation in his fresh-
man season and finished the campaign with a 2-2 record, striking 
out 40 batters in 49 1/3 innings pitched. The competition is stiff 
among the Columbia pitching staff, and Olson is currently part 
of a rotation that consists of junior Pat Lowery, 2010 Ivy League 
Pitcher of the Year, and seniors Dan Bracey and Geoff Whitaker.

“Coming in as a freshman last year, I was a little intimidated,” 
Olson said. “But they [Lowery, Bracey and Whitaker] started taking 
me under their wing—especially Dan, who people started saying 
was my ‘big brother,’ and I started to feel more comfortable as the 
season progressed. This year I’m more used to the competition, 
and I know that Coach Boretti isn’t biased towards different years, 

SEE OLSON, page 7
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Olson integral to Lions’ 
strong pitching staff

Difficulty reaching perfection 
due to fewer games and less focus

BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Staff Writer

Another close game, and anoth-
er victory that has slipped through 
Columbia’s fingers. Well, in this case, 
more like its gloves. Three errors by the 
Lions contributed to the their loss.   

Yesterday, the Columbia baseball 
team (11-12, 2-2 Ivy) took on Rutgers 
University in a closely contested game 
that was not decided until the bottom 
the eighth inning. The game appeared 
to be very evenly matched, as each 
team took turns scoring two runs until 
Rutgers took a one-run lead in the bot-
tom of the eighth and held the Lions 
scoreless in the top of the next frame 
to win it 5-4.   

Both teams got on the board early, 
each scoring twice in its half of the 
first inning. Junior infielder Jon Eisen 
was the first Lion to get on base, con-
necting for a single up the middle in 
his first at-bat. Sophomore outfield 
Dario Pizzano, who has been a consis-
tent offensive producer for the Light 
Blue so far in its season, advanced 
Eisen to third with a single of his own. 
The Lions showed their skill in hit-
ting with runners in scoring position 
following this pair of hits, as the two 
Columbia runners eventually crossed 
the plate after a Columbia double and 
groundout.

The Scarlet Knights responded in 
the bottom of the first, however, with 

two runs of their own. Rutgers second 
baseman Nick Favatella belted a two-
run home run off of Columbia sopho-
more pitcher Tim Giel. Favatella, a 
freshman, was responsible for all four 
of the opponents’ RBIs for the day. 

“We gave them opportunities and 
they took advantage of them,” head 
coach Boretti said. 

On the mound, the Light Blue 
staffed the game as it usually does mid-
week, using five pitchers total. Giel 
started the game, throwing the first 
two innings and allowing two runs on 
two hits. Although the righty allowed 
the two-run homer in the first, he was 
able to regroup quickly and pitch a 
solid six more outs in his outing, strik-
ing out two Scarlet Knights in the pro-
cess. Following Giel, the Light Blue 
saw freshman Zack Tax, seniors Max 
Lautmann and Roger Aquino, and ju-
nior Harrison Slutsky take the mound. 

The game remained tied at two until 
the fifth inning, in which another two 
Lions crossed the plate. Senior outfield 
Nick Cox, who had been silent to that 
point in the game, whacked a triple 
to put the Lions ahead one, and then 
proceeded to be driven in by Eisen, 
making the score 4-2. This lead only 
lasted until the seventh, though, when 
Favatella struck again, hitting a clutch 
single up the middle, driving two runs 
to even the game at four. The go-ahead 
run for Rutgers came in the bottom of 
the eighth, when Lautmann’s wild pitch 

allowed a Scarlet Knight to score from 
third. The senior had issues with his 
control in relief, allowing three walks 
and two runs. Although sophomore 
pinch-hitter Nick Crucet got on base 
after walking in the ninth, Rutgers re-
liever Rob Corsi struck out the last bat-
ter, his third K of the day, to finish off 
the Lions. 

Slutsky was a standout for the Light 
Blue. The righty was the last Columbia 
pitcher to enter the game, stepping on 
the mound with one out in the bottom of 
the eighth. The junior was lights-out in 
his performance, as he fanned the only 
two Rutgers batters he faced. Shutting 
the opponent down in late innings has 
been a trend for Slutsky lately, and the 
Lions hope that he can be consistently 
solid in this role in the future. 

The Lions have not fared too well 
this season in back and forth games 
such as Wednesday’s contest. Seven of 
Columbia’s 12 losses have been decided 
by three or fewer runs. 

This weekend, Columbia will take on 
another pair of Ivies, as it prepares to go 
on the road to face Brown and Yale. “We 
need to find ways to win close games,” 
Boretti said. “This weekend is a great 
opportunity to compete hard and lay it 
on the line and the results will take care 
of themselves.”

KATE SCARBROUGH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ALL EISEN ME  |  Jon Eisen was a bright spot for the Lions on Wednesday, going two for three and driving in a run.

CU fails to hold onto two-run lead at Rutgers
COLUMBIA

RUTGERS
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so now every day is just a competition 
on the mound.”

Bracey believes that Olson’s atti-
tude is what sets him apart and that it 
is something that even the seniors can 
learn from. 

“One of the things that are important 
as a pitcher is being able to deal with the 
highs and lows of the game very well,” 
Bracey said. “You’re going to give up 
hits, there will be errors—so keeping a 
level head is the most important thing 
you can do. Stef’s attitude on the mound 
is ideal, and I could take a page out of 
his book.”

Bracey continued, “He never gets too 
stressed, and that’s helpful. It’s rubbed 
off on some of the pitchers, including 
myself. He has a good outlook on the 
game and taking each pitch one at a 
time. At this point, we expect Stef to go 
out there and give us a quality start ev-
ery time he goes out onto the mound.”

It was a sentiment echoed by Maki, 
who also emphasized Olson’s develop-
ment since coming to New York.

“He has gotten physically stronger 
and improved his athleticism since he’s 
been here,” Maki said. “His breaking 
ball has sharpened up a good deal from 
last year to this year.” 

“He has always been pretty even keel 
on the mound—never gets too up or too 
down and has kept his focus on the task 

at hand, which is always, in a pitcher’s 
case, the next pitch.”

Bracey added that, although young, 
Olson already has the backing of the full 
squad, and was particularly impressive 
in his outing against Harvard.

“He got the ball in game three of the 
championship series last year, so obvi-
ously the team and coaches have faith in 
his abilities,” Bracey said. “He’s picked 
up this year where he left off, and he’s 
put in a lot of hard work to limit the 
walks he was giving up. This past week-
end was a good example of him forcing 
contact and throwing his changeup and 
making the batters get themselves out. 
And he was fun to watch!” 

Olson appreciates having the faith 
of the coaches, and knows his role in 
the team.

“It feels great knowing that my 
coaches trust me to go out and get the 
job done,” he said. “Our entire staff all 
has the same job: to get on the mound 
and throw outs.”

With an offense capable of explod-
ing against any team and arguably the 
best pitching staff in the Ivy League, an 
Ivy title is certainly the end goal for the 
Lions, and Olson knows firsthand the 
team’s and his own aspirations for 2011.

“As a team, we are all thinking the 
same thing: being right back in the Ivy 
League Championship and winning,” 
Olson said. “Personally, I would love be-
ing on the mound in that game.”

positions. Therefore, Ivy pitchers are 
disadvantaged by the very nature of 
college ball.

Perhaps the biggest and most obvi-
ous difference, though, is that while 
professional hurlers start every five 
games on average over a 162-game 
season, college pitchers have many 
fewer starting opportunities over 
a 40-game season. Couple a major 
league pitcher’s ability to focus solely 
on pitching with more chances on the 
mound, and it’s easy to see why they 
are more likely to toss a perfect game 
than an Ivy pitcher.

Furthermore, there is a signifi-
cant discrepancy in the use of desig-
nated hitters. A DH functions solely 

as an offensive generator positioned 
in the heart of a lineup. In the pros, 
only half the league uses a DH. 
However, the entire Ivy League uses 
this position, thus making it even 
more difficult for pitchers to blank a 
team’s lineup. 

A perfect game is a rare phenome-
non in the MLB, but due to some inher-
ent disadvantages faced by Ivy pitch-
ers, the task is even more difficult in 
college baseball. So when you attend a 
Columbia baseball game this season you 
can expect some exciting action, but 
don’t get your hopes up for perfection.

Michael Shapiro is a List College junior 
majoring in history and modern Jewish 

studies.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

OLSON from page 6

SHAPIRO from page 7
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“Every psychological phenomenon has a bio-
logical cause, and the study confirms the impor-
tance of this idea,” Kandel said.

The study was published in the March issue of 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
The researchers looked at the fMRIs—a type of 
specialized brain scan—of 40 subjects as they 
performed two tasks, one dealing with social re-
jection and another dealing with physical pain.

In the social rejection task, subjects were re-
quired to look at a picture of their “rejecter” in 
order to relive the specific rejection experience. 
In the same task, subjects were also asked to 
look at a picture of a friend and to think about a 
positive experience shared with that friend. In 
the physical pain task, subjects were given a hot 
stimulation on their left forearm, followed by a 
warm stimulation in the same area.

After each task, subjects were asked to self-re-
port how they felt from one to five, where a lower 
number indicated more distress.

One of the unique features in the study, Smith 
said, was making the social rejection task as real-
istic as possible. Smith says the biggest challenge 

for the team was to recruit willing subjects who 
wanted to relive an emotional experience for the 
sake of science.

“We got sensational results because we did not 
create a lab situation where people are rejected,” 
Smith said. “We took advantage of the fact that 
there are people out there who felt rejected from 
a recent breakup.”

During both the social rejection and physical 
pain tasks, whole-brain analysis was performed 
using fMRIs. Results indicated that the anterior 
cingulate cortex and anterior insula were acti-
vated in both tasks.

Kandel praised the study as both important 
and well-executed.

“Meaningful experiments in cognitive psy-
chology often require two things: powerful im-
aging techniques to reveal with precision and ac-
curacy where something is located, but equally 
important, or perhaps more important, is a so-
phisticated behavioral experiment. I think the 
study achieves this beautifully,” Kandel said. “I 
believe it is a well-controlled and thoughtful 
experiment, and the findings were interpreted 
in a creative way.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Emotions hurt, Columbia profs find

CHABLI BRAVO / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FOUNDATIONS  |  A view of the Manhattanville site shows contractors are getting ready to lay concrete.

STUDY from front page

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Staff Writer

Columbia has begun lay-
ing the foundation for the con-
struction of buildings on its 
Manhattanville campus.

According to updates from 
the University, the process of 
installing the foundations and 
slurry walls for new buildings—
including the Jerome L. Greene 
Science Center for Mind, Brain, 
and Behavior—began at the end 
of March on the block bordered 
by West 129th Street, West 130th 
Street, Broadway, and Twelfth 
Avenue.

The slurry walls are crucial 
to the foundations of the build-
ings, and construction includes 
excavation and pouring con-
crete. This is the last step be-
fore buildings start to go up in 
Manhattanville, said Dan Held, 
a spokesman for the University.

“Once the slurry wall is com-
plete, excavation can be finalized 
and building foundations can be 
installed,” Held said. “Following 
that, the construction of the 
building will begin.”

A slurry wall is a construc-
tion technique that reinforc-
es concrete walls in areas 
with high ground water, like 
Manhattanville.

The Jerome L. Greene 
Science Center, where founda-
tion is currently being set, will 
be a research and teaching facil-
ity and is the cornerstone of the 
planned expansion of Columbia’s 
neuroscience department.

As the science center starts 
to go up, another phase of de-
molition will begin this month. 
The buildings along the east 
side of 12th Avenue between 
West 130th and 132nd streets 
are next to be demolished, 
and the area is currently being 
fenced off and prepared. The 
10-story building at 3243-3247 
Broadway will be the first to be 
demolished.

The University has empha-
sized that they are dedicated to 
sustainability as construction 
moves forward.

“The plan commits to in-
corporating smart growth, new 
urbanism, and ‘green’ building 
design principles,” Held wrote 

in a statement. “The University 
has also been working with [the] 
Environmental Defense Fund 
to ensure all construction ap-
plies the cleanest air emissions 
controls available while keep-
ing community communication 
doors open.”

Held added that Columbia is 
also working to keep the con-
struction area clean, preserve 
air quality, and mitigate noise 
and vibration by using low-sul-
fur diesel fuel and diesel par-
ticulate filters, as well as quiet 
equipment and sound barriers. 
Pest management has been in-
tegrated into the work plans as 
well, especially after recent re-
ports of increased rat problems 
in the area.

Despite some complaints 
from neighbors about late-night 
work, construction updates from 
the University say that work 
only takes place during business 
hours, and locals have not been 
notified of any irregular hours.

“All work is proceeding as 
planned,” Held said.

gina.lee
@columbiaspectator.com 

Physical construction beginning in M’ville

ILLUSTRATION BY REBECCA SCHWARZ
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said that Rosser “played a big 
part, talked with our advisor, 
and was in contact with the 
two DJs.” Rosser, an appoint-
ed member of the class council, 

is currently running for class 
president. 

The event has caught the 
attention of the sophomore 
class—the original cap was 
225 people, but the council in-
creased the number of tickets 

to 300 due to popular demand. 
The first 200 tickets were sold 
within a week.

“We hope that everyone 
shows up on Friday,” Naik said, 
“and that the weather will be 
good.” 

Sophomore council hosts its first-ever boat party

MARICELA GONZALEZ FOR SPECTATOR

FLOAT YOUR BOAT  |  The Hudson River Boat Party will take place on a chartered Circle Line boat. 

BY SHIRA LAUCHAROEN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

As part of the “Writers at 
Barnard” series, Barnard will 
host authors Tanya Barfield, 
Shira Nayman, and Frances 
Richard as they read selections 
from their original writings this 
Thursday, April 7, at 7 p.m. Now 
in its eighth year, the series offers 
attendees a glimpse of the writ-
ten work of Barnard professors. 

The reading will be distin-
guished by its “aesthetic variety,” 
according to Timea Szell, director 
of the creative writing program at 
Barnard. The writers will present 
works from three different genres: 
drama, fiction, and poetry.  

Barfield, a playwright and 
actress, is an adjunct assistant 
professor at Barnard who cur-
rently teaches a Playwriting II 
course. Her play “Blue Door,” 
which follows an African-
American mathematician’s 
struggle with his identity, was 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. 
Progressing through a single 
night, the play illuminates a 
protagonist grappling with his 
cultural heritage. 

Barfield’s other works in-
clude the plays “Defacing 
Patriotic Property” and “The 
Houdini Act,” as well as a chil-
dren’s musical.     

The reading will also high-
light the work of Nayman, an 

associate professor at Barnard, 
who teaches a fiction course. 
Her two fiction works, “Awake 
in the Dark” and “The Listener,” 
both portray the psychological 
effects of the Holocaust. A clin-
ical psychologist, Nayman has 
worked in psychiatric hospitals 
and formerly taught psychol-
ogy at Columbia.  

Attendees will also hear po-
etry from associate professor 
Richard, who teaches a liter-
ary history class. Besides pub-
lications on contemporary art, 
Richard has written a collec-
tion of poems, “See Through,” 
characterized by its sonorous 
tone and the quick movement 
of its images.  

The series was started by 
Barnard professor and au-
thor Mary Gordon and for-
mer Barnard professor Caryl 
Phillips. 

Past readers have included 
professors Saskia Hamilton 
and Sigrid Nunez. 

In addition to celebrating 
faculty endeavors, the series 
allows students to engage with 
their professors’ works and 
ideas beyond the classroom, 
according to Szell.          

“I look forward to students 
seeing what their instructors 
are up to. They never regret 
coming,” she said. “It’s helpful 
for them to see that they are 
not the only writers.” 

‘Writers at Barnard’ series features profs across literary genres 
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New York City Ballet, and Daniel 
Catanach, artistic director of 
Urban Ballet Theater. Melissa 
Thomas, current GS student 
and former American Ballet 
Theater dancer, will make her 
choreographic debut in a piece 
featuring current ABT dancer 
Grant DeLong.  

CBC’s resident choreogra-
pher, Emery LeCrone, will also 
present a new work. LeCrone 

has choreographed for com-
panies such as North Carolina 
Dance Theatre and Oregon 
Ballet Theatre, and has received 
praise for her innovative con-
temporary ballet works. 

Another highlight of the per-
formances will be a new piece 
by Chehon Wespi-Tschopp, first 
prize winner at the Royal Ballet 
Choreographic Competition. “He 
always does strange and interest-
ing things,” Arbuckle said, “so I’ll 
be excited to see his piece.” 

The show also promises to 
present a wide variety of cho-
reographic styles. The pieces 
range from emotional and dra-
matic to abstract to jazzy and 
flirtatious—in an effort to pres-
ent ballet that can be entertain-
ing and relevant to audiences 
young and old. 

While CBC dancers may still 
be students, they dance with the 
dedication of professionals, and 
the fruits of their labor are not 
to be missed.

Columbia Ballet Collaborative performs at Miller
BALLET from page 3BOAT PARTY from page 3

tell you this person likes you back 
but we don’t go the extra level of 
asking them out on a date for you. 
Once you have a match, it’s your 
responsibility,” Howard said. The 
app is completely private, with 
users even coded by number in-
stead of by name, and a user’s list 
of iWoulds can be changed at any 
time. The five core members of 
the iWould team, in fact, are all 
users of their own application.

The app’s success has already 
exceeded their expectations, 

with nearly 10,000 users. As of 
this week, the app has launched 
at eight more universities na-
tionally, including Duke and 
Penn, with a marketing tactic 
similar to that initially used by 
Facebook. 

“We wanted it to work how 
Facebook did: You start with 
a few universities, and it or-
ganically spreads like wildfire,” 
Howard said, “But I had no idea 
it would explode so quickly.” As 
of the beginning of April, 139 
matches had been made be-
tween Facebook friends who 

mutually chose each other on 
their iWould lists.

Although the app is available 
to anyone with a Facebook ac-
count and friend list, it is tar-
geted to the university student 
demographic. The app is ideal 
for the college student look-
ing for relationships but wary 
of pursuing classmates whom 
they regularly run into on cam-
pus. When Music Hum crush-
es become so low-risk, it’s no 
wonder that much of the traffic 
iWould has already generated is 
Columbia-affiliated.

Business students launch online dating app
IWOULD from page 3
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Murcia said of what his in-
ternship has taught him. “You 
also need to hit producers with 
something powerful. You need 
to make songs for the purpose 
of making a hit that will reso-
nate with a lot of people.”

Murcia makes his music pri-
marily about the audience, but 
this is not to say Murcia creates 

music with only the listener in 
mind. “It’s a struggle balancing 
making music for yourself and 
for other people,” he said.

While Murcia’s main focus 
is learning more about the mu-
sic business, he has also been 
actively promoting himself 
around campus and in the city. 
He has performed at Postcrypt 
and recently recorded a CD 
with Notes and Keys. He has 

also played at the Times Square 
subway station, where he gave 
sample CDs to onlookers.

On April 15, Murcia will 
compete for a stop in the 
Bacchanal lineup in Battle 4 
Bacchanal. “I’m the underdog 
of underdogs—I’m the only 
freshman,” Murcia said. “It’s 
going to be an uphill battle, 
but I’m going to put on the best 
show possible.” 

Freshman Murcia to battle it out for Bacchanal
MURCIA from page 3
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