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BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

After a boom in Greek life inter-
est this year, sororities and fraterni-
ties are saying it’s time for greater 
recognition on campus. 

Representatives from the Inter-
Greek Council came to Barnard’s 
Student Government Association 
meeting on Monday to apply for 
official recognition—a step which 
would give them financial support 
and greater access to event spaces 
and other campus services. But af-
ter much debate, the SGA, with 10 
yeses, five nos, and two abstentions, 
voted to maintain the current status 
for the Inter-Greek Council—for 
the most part unrecognized. 

Currently, the Inter-Fraternity 
Council, which oversees fraterni-
ties, and the Multicultural Greek 
Council, which oversees mul-
tiethnic Greek organizations, 
do not have any recognition at 
Barnard—only at Columbia. The 
Pan-Hellenic Council, which over-
sees four national sorority chapters, 
has recognition at Columbia, and 
also has what is called “stage one” 
recognition at Barnard, which 
means sororities in the Council 
can flyer, reserve space, and apply 
for cosponsorships. These sorori-
ties cannot apply for funding at 
Barnard, though, without “stage 
two” recognition, which Barnard 
campus groups outside of Greek 
life typically have. 

All three of these councils fall 
under the IGC, which came to the 
SGA on Monday. Pan-Hellenic 
Council President Nora Feinstein, 
BC ’12, said she wanted stage one 
recognition for all councils under 
the IGC. She also said she hopes 
to work toward stage two, which 
would provide funding for events.

This push for stage two recogni-
tion for the Pan-Hellenic Council 
comes on the heels of a surge in 
Greek life, with a more than 30 per-
cent increase in women registered 
for sorority recruitment. 

Though Columbia recog-
nizes sororities and fraternities, 
Barnard’s constitution states that 
“no sororities or clubs involving 
membership on a discriminatory 
basis shall be recognized by the 
SGA,” though it “supports stu-
dents involved in Greek organi-
zations through the Pan-Hellenic 
Council.” The IFC and MGC are 
seeking stage one recognition so 
that they can flyer and reserve 
space for events at Barnard. 

But the SGA turned down the 
request for Barnard recognition 
for all councils on Monday night, 
due to concerns about Greek life 

exclusivity, the due payment pro-
cess, and a perceived lack of un-
derstanding of SGA recognition, 
among other reasons. 

If the councils ultimately were 
granted stage two recognition, the 
amount they would receive would 
be determined by a Funding at 
Columbia University intercouncil 
ratio. Each council would receive 
“a proportion of Barnard student 
activities fees, that they in turn al-
locate to the organizations they 
oversee,” said SGA President Katie 
Palillo, BC ’10. 

Though SGA did not formally 
recognize the Pan-Hellenic Council 
for the 2009-2010 academic year, it 
did give the council a $1,000 gift, 
which is more than it would get if 
formally recognized, noted Vice 
President of Finance Sharmin 
Ahmed, BC ’10.

Feinstein emphasized how 
Barnard has enhanced the lives of 
sorority members, and vice-versa. 
“People really value the experience 
they’ve had, both in Greek life and 
at Barnard. We found that we heard 
again and again that women’s sense 
of self … and also their connec-
tion to Barnard [were] deepened 
through their Greek experience. 
Currently, two of the four presidents 
of the Pan-Hellenic sororities are 
Barnard women.” 

The IGC calculated that about 
10.4 percent of Barnard students are 
involved in Greek life.

Feinstein encouraged the SGA 
to step up to the plate for its stu-
dents. “Step forward on behalf of 
10 percent of Barnard students,” 
she said. “Our aims as a governing 
board are congruent with those of 
Barnard’s community.”

“Being recognized by Barnard, 
it just means something to us as 
individuals,” added Pan-Hellenic 
Council Treasurer Lauren 
Perrine, BC ’12.

But, under its constitution, the 
SGA does not fund groups that 
collect dues, said Giselle León, BC 
’10, SGA vice president of com-
munications. Sororities require 
several hundred dollars worth of 
fees each semester.

“I just don’t know if I could sup-
port this because you’re looking for 
stage two. I don’t see how the fund-
ing would work, because you collect 
dues,” Chelsea Zimmerman, BC ’10, 
senior class president, said.

Feinstein replied that the 
Council provides scholarships and 
means for members to make up un-
paid dues. 

Some members of the SGA also 
found fault with the exclusivity of 
Greek life. “We don’t fund things 

Dept. of Health legalizes beekeeping
BY CLAIRE LUCHETTE

Columbia Daily Spectator

Even though beekeeping is now 
legal in New York City, the bees 
may not be buzzing at Columbia 
anytime soon. 

The city’s Board of Health vot-
ed unanimously on March 16 to 
end the ban on keeping honeybee 
hives, but amateur student bee-
keepers are looking outside the 
gates of campus, for now. 

Scott Wright, vice president of 
Campus Services, said he hasn’t 
heard of any recent requests from 
students to keep bees. Even with 
the city’s lift of the ban on the hob-
by, Wright said beekeeping is not 
presently allowed—in line with 
the Guide to Living policy that 

prohibits dorm pets. 
Columbia’s Food Sustainability 

Project, a student group that orga-
nizes composting on campus and 
tends a garden, has expressed in-
terest in beekeeping, but president 
Kristina Gsell, SEAS ’12, said the 
group will hold off until at least 
next semester to determine wheth-
er or not the plan could be viable.   

“Beekeeping is a potential en-
deavor for next year, but we’re un-
sure about how the University feels 
in terms of safety, like if we had a 
box and bees were to come out of 
it,” Gsell said. 

For now, the group is busy with 
its on-campus garden, and Gsell 
said it will be adding plants to at-
tract honeybees .

But some students have not 
waited for on-campus opportuni-
ties to harvest honey. 

Sam Elchert, GS, has been a 
beekeeping enthusiast for more 
than a year. But the most difficult 
aspect of the hobby has been lo-
cating a home for his hives in the 
city, he said. 

Now, he inspects his hives, with 
at least 10,000 bees, once a week 
in a Harlem garden, but it took 
time to find a place with enough 
space and where the property 
owners weren’t afraid of the legal 
consequences. 

“I had a community garden in 
Brooklyn that agreed to host my 
hives, but because of the legal is-
sue, they wanted to store them 
under some bushes,” Elchert said. 
This would have been problemat-
ic, however, since beekeepers need 
room to let the bees take off and 
land in front the hive, and room to 

walk around the hive to do inspec-
tion, he added. 

But then a Columbia profes-
sor helped Elchert out. “I was very 
lucky to have a professor who lives 
on a farm in Connecticut … She 
agreed to let me keep my hives 
there, which was a huge help.” But, 
Elchert explained, the weekly trip 
to Connecticut to inspect the hives 
got pretty demanding. 

Health Code Article 161 origi-
nally banned honeybees, deeming 
them dangerous because they can 
sting. A group of beekeepers then 
presented the Board of Health with 
a petition to promote honeybee 
keeping as sustainable agriculture 
and ultimately succeeded in get-
ting bees removed from the list of 
banned animals, which included 
poisonous snakes and crocodiles. 

Now, as long as beekeepers reg-
ister their hives with the city, they 
won’t face legal trouble. Elchert 
said he appreciated the change, 
since bees are not harmful insects. 

“Particularly in New York, peo-
ple are very removed from nature, 
so there are many misconceptions 
about honeybees,” Elchert said. 
“Honeybees are not aggressive.”  

Still, he hasn’t been able to for-
mally join up with other on-cam-
pus beekeepers. “I approached 
Columbia last year about my in-
terest in the hobby, and a number 
of people were very supportive, but 
because it was illegal, they couldn’t 
help me [create a group].”  

But for Elchert, the hobby re-
mains a fun, relaxing activity—
with the added bonus of honey. 

Barnard admissions rate drops for class of 2014
BY ALIX PIANIN

Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

A trapeze artist, a synchro-
nized skater, and a National 
History Day champion were 
among those students admit-
ted to the Barnard class of 2014 
in what was a particularly com-
petitive admissions cycle. 

The Barnard admissions 
rate dropped to 26.5 percent, 
down from 29 percent last year.

Barnard admitted 1,225 stu-
dents from 4,617 applicants 
this year.

“The incoming class is an 
academically stellar group 
of young women who have 
achieved an impressive balance 
between work and life already,” 
Jennifer Fondiller, dean of ad-
missions, said in a statement.

The pool of admitted stu-
dents includes 68 valedicto-
rians and 111 National Merit 
finalists and semi-finalists.

“They have distinguished 
themselves as leaders, activists, 
artists, and athletes who will 
bring to Barnard an enthusiasm 
for learning both in and out of 

the classroom,” she added.
Last year, 1,241 were ad-

mitted to Barnard out of 4,174 
applicants—a smaller group of 
applicants. 

The Admissions Office ex-
pects 575 to enroll for the class 
of 2014—189 were admitted 
early decision, and 53 members 
of the incoming class were ad-
mitted last spring and took a 
gap year.

Barnard admitted students 
from 47 states, Puerto Rico, 
and 30 countries. Additionally, 
43 percent identified as 

students of color—22 per-
cent Asian-American, 10 per-
cent Latina, and 10 percent 
African-American.

Last week, the undergrad-
uate admissions offices for 
Columbia College and the 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Science announced 
its most selective class in the 
University’s history. CC ac-
cepted 8.3 percent of its appli-
cants, and SEAS accepted 13.36 
percent. 

alix.pianin
@columbiaspectator.com

SEE SORORITIES , page 2

Disparities 
in Harlem 

census rates
BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The national recognition of 
the census on April 1 may have 
been more of a cause for con-
cern than celebration for some 
West Harlem officials.

In the wake of Census 
Day—a date to bring awareness 
to the effort—local politicians, 
U.S. Census Bureau employees, 
and community board mem-
bers noted a disparity between 
mail return rates throughout 
West Harlem. This date is also 
important because, on the cen-
sus form, residents must report 
who is living in their house-
holds as of April 1. 

As the April 15 deadline for 
census forms fast approaches, 
some have begun question-
ing whether this disparity can 
be corrected in time, or if in-
herent differences between 
regions will preclude even 
participation. 

Having high rates of partici-
pation throughout regions of the 
neighborhood is important, since 
the census population counts are 
used every 10 years to decide al-
location of Congressional seats, 
government funding, and elec-
toral votes. 

West Harlem comprises 
about 10 census regions, ac-
cording to Raul Vicente, senior 
media specialist for the Census 
Bureau for the New York re-
gion. And as of Monday after-
noon, there was a 33 percent 
difference between the lowest 
mail return rate, at 28 percent, 
and the highest, at 61 percent, 
in West Harlem.

“We’re not overly con-
cerned, because of the fact 
that most people tend to wait 
until the first to mail it out,” 
Vicente said. “And given that 
we just had a holiday weekend, 
it’s more likely that now there 
will be a spike,” he said.

Still, this disparity has been 
alarming to some local officials in 
light of Harlem’s 40 percent par-
ticipation rate in 2000, which was 
one of the lowest rates in North 
America. And because popula-
tion counts are important for 
funding, Harlem officials have 
sought to significantly increase 
outreach efforts in order to en-
courage maximal participation.  

“I’m concerned about the 
21 percent—I would expect 
people to return them immedi-
ately,” said Sarah Martin, presi-
dent of the Tenants Association 
for the General Grant Houses, 
a local public housing complex 
in Harlem. Martin has been in-
volved in working to mobilize 
residents in her building, and 
has posted flyers and dissemi-
nated census-related informa-
tion to them.

Mail return rates through-
out West Harlem vary greatly. 

SEE CENSUS, page 2

No new recognition 
for Greek life at BC

amy stringer for spectator 
RECOGNITION  |  Sarah Snedeker, BC ’12, speaks about Barnard’s lim-
ited recognition of sororities at Monday night’s SGA meeting. 

embry owen / senior staff photographer
BEE’S KNEES  |  Sam Elchert, GS, inspects his bees, which he keeps in a community garden in Central Har-
lem. Last month’s legalization of beekeeping in the city will make the process a more accessible hobby. 

SEE BEES, page 2

CU Orchestra Spring Concert
Listen to Faure, Stravinsky, and 
Brahms in the annual spring concert. 

Miller Theatre, 8 p.m.

Today’s Events

The Face of the Voiceless 

The SIPA Arab Student Association 
presents the Iraqi Orphan Initiative. 

410 SIPA, 7 p.m.

The Lions have given opposing 
pitchers a reason to fear their bats this 
season. Four Columbia batters—Dean 
Forthun, Nick Ferraresi, Alexander 
Aurrichio, and Jon Eisen—have hit 
for over .300 this season, and all of the 
Columbia team but one player have 
hit for over .275. 

Columbia amps up offense 
against rivals

Sports, page 6

Students tempted by the spring weather 
but stressing about impending finals can 
find tranquil spots to read in Central 
Park. The park abounds with literary 
attractions, including Holden Caulfield’s 
duck pond and the Shakespeare Garden.

Greener reading spots 
offer alternative to Butler 
camping trips

A&E, page 3

Neil FitzPatrick is pro-choice when 
it comes to smoking.

Lighten up about lighting up

Opinion, page 4

WEATHER
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info@columbiaspectator.com

PHONE
(212) 854-9555 

78 / 59

Today

82 / 59

TomorrowMark Hay decries the University 
Senate’s inefficiency in tackling 
important issues.

Slow and steady can’t win 
the race

embry owen / senior staff photographer
STINGERS  |  Elchert prepares to in-
spect the bees in his Harlem hive. 



that are not obviously open to the 
community,” León said.

“Even if you stipulated that 
the money we would give to you 
[would go to Barnard], … that 
still is problematic. You could 
just switch around your funds,” 
Zimmerman added.

Palillo said that though there 
were lots of different concerns 
with regards to Greek life rec-
ognition, this is not the end of 
the discussion.

“It was a very solid presenta-
tion and I think ... [the] Council 
learned much from our fellow stu-
dent leaders.”  

carly.silver
@columbiaspectator.com

“They’re all really good at what 
they do. It’s incredibly interesting.” 

Taking care of bees also serves 
an important purpose of pollina-
tion, he said. “Being a small-time 
beekeeper, you can take some pride 
in it.”

It’s unclear whether bees would 
actually be feasible to keep on cam-
pus, and Elchert said it might be 

difficult in crowded areas. 
Then, there is also the challenge 

for some of overcoming fear.
Gsell said, “I’m kind of a little 

scared of bees, but I’m open to new 
things. I have a worm bin in my 
room, and if I can do worms, I can 
probably do bees.”

Embry Owen and Sarah Darville 
contributed reporting. 

news
@columbiaspectator.com

BY AARON KIERSH
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

University President Lee 
Bollinger called for a new commit-
ment to greater worldwide press 
freedoms on Monday evening be-
fore an audience of about 150 at the 
Journalism School.

During an hour-long conver-
sation with Journalism School 
Dean Nicholas Lemann, Bollinger 
elaborated on the prescriptions 
presented by his most recent 
book, “Uninhibited, Robust, and 
Wide-Open: A Free Press for a 
New Century.” He also addressed 
contemporary First Amendment-
related topics such as the Supreme 
Court’s recent controversial ver-
dict in Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission, which ruled 
that corporate funding in elections is 
protected by the First Amendment. 

Bollinger is a recognized First 
Amendment scholar who served 
as a clerk to Supreme Court Chief 

Justice Warren Burger, played a 
key role in two Supreme Court 
cases that assessed affirmative 
action, and has taught constitu-
tional law throughout his tenure 
at Columbia. 

He explained Monday that the 
courts have a mixed track record 
in terms of observing the First 
Amendment, expressing frustra-
tion about the imprisonment of 
a presidential candidate—Eugene 
Debs—for praising World War I 
draft evaders. Bollinger also noted 
that the Supreme Court has long 
“refused to give any special mean-
ing to the term ‘journalists’ or 
‘press’ or ‘reporter.’”

Bollinger refuted the argu-
ment that, in calling for greater 
freedom of expression, he is at-
tempting to subject other cul-
tures to American values. “People 
might say I am promoting U.S. 
imperialism of a different form,” 
Bollinger said. “My view is, you’ve 
got to start from somewhere. I 

believe these principles are good 
for societies. I hope others will 
join in on this.”

He also focused his attention 
on the importance of reviving 
the global presence American 
news outlets have relinquished 
amid depressed revenues, as well 
as encouraging other nations to 
tolerate a vibrant free press. He  
identified a contradiction in the 
simultaneous globalization as a 
result of improvements in com-
munication technology and the 
American media’s increasingly 
inward focus. 

“The decline in the coverage of 
global news struck me as a deep 
paradox and a real problem to 
be solved,” he said. “I didn’t see 
this coming [before the financial 
crisis].” He added that the even-
tual goal of ending persecution 
of journalists and restrictions on 
expression worldwide will not be 
realized in “the next five, 10 years 
or even my lifetime.”

Bollinger said in an interview 
after the talk that both undergrad-
uates and the Journalism School 
can play a key role in raising con-
sciousness about the issue of global 
press freedoms. “I am trying to get 
an undergraduate course togeth-
er about this,” he said. “And the 
Journalism School is an absolutely 
central player by training journal-
ists for a global forum.”

Sherry Yi Zhang, CC ’11, said 
that press freedom has become an 
increasingly salient topic in her na-
tive China. “Journalism will also 
play a major part in the future re-
lationship between the U.S. and 
China. Both the political and eco-
nomic areas will be affected.”

In an interview, Lemann stressed 
the importance of students “creating 
meaningful international norms” 
for free expression. Enhancing press 
freedoms, he said, “will be the work 
of a generation.”

aaron.kiersh
@columbiaspectator.com
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Beekeeping legalized,   
students embrace hobby 

City reports disparities in Harlem census
Two regions near Columbia 
University are currently at a 
high of 60 percent, while an-
other is nearly 10 percentage 
points lower. But regions in 
Manhattanville are nearing 
60 percent, while those east of 
Morningside Park are largely 
in the mid-40s.

“I’m not surprised [by the 
disparity]—the problem is in 
lower-income areas. It’s hard-
er to get people to return this 
data by mail and you really 
have to get people knocking 
on doors,” Harlem Community 
Board 9 member Walter South 
said, adding that areas closer to 
Central Harlem pose a great-
er challenge for encouraging 
participation. 

But according to some offi-
cials who are involved in out-
reach efforts, economic factors 

are not the only cause for con-
cern—racial differences must 
also be taken into consideration.  

“I’m almost positive that’s 
[the disparity] due to gentri-
fication,” said Casper Lassiter, 
director of the Children’s Aid 
Society,  which is an official 
census partner and has been 
holding information sessions 
for Harlem residents. “Folks 
with higher incomes have a 
little more knowledge in the 
census and probably completed 
the census, as opposed to those 
folks who are a little skeptical 
and doubtful.”

These racial and socioeco-
nomic divides, some say, are 
especially troubling, as they 
lead to inherent differences in 
West Harlem return rates—dif-
ferences which ultimately can-
not be reconciled.

Rev. Kenneth Smith, pastor 
of St. Catherine of Genoa, said, 

“That would be wishful thinking 
to say that all these return rates 
could be equal, adding, “If any-
one thinks this is going to be 
100 percent successful, they’re 
living in an ivy tower.”

But in spite of these dif-
ferences throughout regions 
within West Harlem, local 
politicians say that it is these 
lower-income, immigrant-pop-
ulated areas that deserve the 
most attention and resources 
at this point in time in order 
to increase return rates.

“If any of our areas were 
having such a low return rate, 
we need to talk to some of the 
census folks and get the peo-
ple out there,” Susan Russell, 
chief of operations for Council 
member Robert Jackson, said. 
“It behooves all of us to work 
together to get this done.” 

kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com

CENSUS from front page

BEES from front page

Bollinger calls for revived free press commitment 

embry owen / senior staff photographer
SMOKER  |  Elchert, GS and a Harlem beekeeper, prepares a smoker, a 
tool he uses to blow cool smoke on his bees before inspection.

Greek life 
seeks more 
recognition

SORORITIES from front page



BY MARLENA GITTLEMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Tired of getting shut out of 
Butler when looking for a reading 
spot? One advantage of the arrival 

of spring’s warm weath-
er is the fact that stu-
dents can escape from 

campus by heading outdoors.
At Central Park, there are a 

number of sites perfect for cracking 
open a book. Whether the readings 
are for school or for pleasure, here 
are the best literary spots you’ll find 
in this Manhattan oasis.

The Pond, near Central Park 
South between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues, is familiar to New Yorkers 
and visitors alike, but its literary re-
nown originated with an appear-
ance in J.D. Salinger’s “The Catcher 
in the Rye.” Holden Caulfield fre-
quented this spot for philosophi-
cal contemplation, but students can 
head over with a book. The stones 
surrounding the Pond offer a great 
view of the natural landscape and 
are perfect for people-watching, 
but the area tends to get crowded 
on the weekends. If students need 
a break from the “phonies” or as-
signed readings, they can head 
over to Holden’s other Central Park 
hangout, the carousel, at mid-park 
around 64th Street.

The reading adventure can be 
continued with a journey back to 
childhood, by heading to the “Alice 
in Wonderland” and Hans Christian 
Andersen statues, which are located 
on the east side of the Park at 74th 
Street, near Fifth Avenue. The “Alice 
in Wonderland” statue boasts the 
main characters of Lewis Carroll’s 
classic work, as well as lines from 
his poem “The Jabberwocky.” Hans 
Christian Andersen is displayed 
reading a book—an appropriate 

role model—next to one of his 
own characters, the Ugly Duckling. 
These monuments are favorite 
hangouts for children too, so a 
bench a few feet away might be 
the best bet, unless students would 
rather abandon reading for a climb 
on the bronze sculptures. 

For those who prefer a quieter, 
more secluded reading area, the 
north end of the Park is the place 
to go—especially the Burnett 
Fountain in the Conservatory 
Garden, located at 104th Street 
and Fifth Avenue. The fountain 
was named for Frances Hodgson 
Burnett, author of “The Secret 
Garden.” Unlike Mary, visitors 
don’t need keys to get into this gar-
den, but can simply set up camp 
on a nearby bench and dive into a 
book. They shouldn’t get too im-
mersed, though—the birdbath’s 
chirping visitors and the water 
lilies at the base of the fountain 
are not to be missed.

No literary excursion would 
be complete without a visit to the 
Shakespeare Garden, which can be 
found on the west side of the Park, 
between 79th and 80th streets. 
Students can get inspired by quotes 
from Shakespeare’s works and ad-
mire the wide variety of flora and 
fauna, all of which are mentioned 
in his plays and poems. The gar-
den boasts a number of secluded 
wooden benches, perfect for read-
ing “Hamlet,” “The Tempest,” or 
whatever book is assigned for class.

If students are having trouble 
getting motivated to take the hike 
downtown, they should try con-
templating these words of the Bard, 
with special focus on the double 
meaning of the last word—“To be 
a well-favored man is the gift of for-
tune, but to write and read comes 
by nature.”

Central Park reading spots for balmy spring afternoons

BY KATE WELSH
Columbia Daily Spectator

The phrase “Republic of 
Letters” came into use to refer to 
the growing international com-

munity of scholars 
around 1500-1800, in 
the Early Modern pe-

riod. Yet, this period was only the 
beginning of an ongoing commu-
nications revolution, which spans 
from the advent of books to that 
of video chat.  

Monday night, as part of the 
Heyman Center for the Humanities’ 
current lecture series, professor 
Peter Burke of Emmanuel College of 
the University of Cambridge spoke 
about “The Republic of Letters: 
Survival or Revival.” At Cambridge, 
Burke has served as librarian and ar-
chivist of Emmanuel, and has pub-
lished 23 books, focusing mainly on 
Early Modern Europe and cultural 
history. Anthony Grafton, Henry 
Putnam University professor of his-
tory at Princeton, chaired the event. 

While the common room 
was not filled to capacity, as it 
has been with other speakers—
most likely due to the beauti-
ful weather—the room buzzed 
pleasantly with the quiet chatter 
of graduate students and senior 
citizens before the chat began. 

Grafton started the evening 
with an effusive introduction 
to Burke, highlighting his work 
as a writer and teacher. Grafton 
praised Burke’s ability to syn-
thesize historical studies with 
social science and linguistics. 

Burke, smiling but visibly ner-
vous, thanked him and plunged 
right into the presentation of 
his paper. He explained that 
his lecture was essentially 
about the transformation of 
the recording of information, 
from Diderot’s “Encyclopédie” 
to Wikipedia. A major part of 
it was what he referred to as 
the “changing geography of 
knowledge”—the spread and 
swell of scholars all over the 
globe, which began in the Early 
Modern period, when the ex-
change of ideas was starting to 
become more of a possibility 
due to the mass publication of 
books. He traced this transfor-
mation through the advent of 
global mail, and, finally, to the 
Internet. International confer-
ences that began to take place 
enabled scholars in all differ-
ent disciplines to interact, and 

engage with one another in 
discussion. 

Using inventions as meta-
phors for time periods, Burke 
explained how the “Horsepower” 
period (up to 1850) gave way to 
the era of “Steam” (1850-1950), 
which led to “Air” (1950-1990), 
which in turn made way for the 
current “Electronic” age. He em-
phasized, though, that the form 
of communication he would be 
saddest to see disappear was 
personal contact. While he mar-
veled at video conferencing and 
online scholarly journals, he 
seemed saddened by the pos-
sibility that “real-life” contact 
could slowly disappear.

Yet, as he wrapped up the dis-
cussion, Burke smiled and said, 
“The fact that I’m here today is 
one small testimony that the in-
ternational community [of schol-
ars] is alive and well.”

Professor Peter Burke discusses spread 
of communication around the globe

France’s university system, though cheaper than U.S.’s, offers few student services
BY JULIA HALPERIN

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It’s a Saturday morning. You 
have a paper to write, and you 
need to check out some books.  
But instead of rolling out of bed 
and shuffling over to Butler, you 
have to take a 10-minute walk to 
the metro and a 30-minute train 
ride, followed by a 45-minute 
wait in line to get into the library. 
As American ex-pat and food 
blogger David Liebowitz likes to 
say, “WTF (Welcome to France).”

For an étudiante étrangère on 
a budget, the manner in which 
France’s (much more cost-effec-
tive) educational system affects 
students’ everyday lives is fasci-
nating. In a city where most stu-
dents are attending college large-
ly on the government’s dime 
while still living at home, the 
university culture is extremely 

decentralized, even disorga-
nized. For example, libraries 
containing required readings are 
scattered all over the city, office 
hours are a foreign concept, and 
syllabi are a luxury enjoyed by 
only a precious few. 

Risking oversimplification, 
the French university system es-
sentially works like this: If you 
manage to ace the grueling bac-
calauréat, or bac, as it is often 
shortened (France’s more in-
tense, more decisive version of 
the SATs), you have the oppor-
tunity to attend one of France’s 
prestigious grandes écoles. 
If you merely pass the bac—
which, it should be noted, is no 
small feat—you may attend an 
université, open to any student 
who completes the exam.

Tuition at both institutions 
is a fraction of what it costs to 
attend any American university 

without a scholarship. But if you 
ask French people what they 
think of the system, most will 
tell you that, while they like 
that it represents a meritocracy, 
American schools are better.

I’ve had this conversation 
several times with different 
people, and almost without 
fail, my French companion has 
ended the exchange with some 
version of the phrase, “You get 
what you pay for.” No matter 
how hard I try to communi-
cate just how expensive certain 
U.S. universities are—“They 
can cost as much as four cars! 
As much as a house!”—the re-
sponse is always the same: “You 
get what you pay for.”

At first, I found it appalling 
that French people would think 
that small bureaucratic conve-
niences like CourseWorks and 
American university traditions 

like football games were worth 
an extra $90,000. But after 
spending a little more time 
here, I’ve come to understand 
that their desires are a bit more 
complex than wanting to recre-
ate “Animal House.”

In French middle and high 
schools, a group called the 
conseil de classe—formed by 
several students, administra-
tors, parents, and the school 
principal—meets every year to 
discuss students’ progress and 
performance. They recommend 
which students should set off on 
the track toward a liberal arts ed-
ucation and which should pur-
sue medical school, engineering 
school, or trade school.

As a student who changed 
her major four times before 
sophomore year of college, 
never mind her career path, 
this kind of premature division 

of labor is incredibly foreign. 
But it also sheds light on what 
appeals to French people 
about the American univer-
sity system.

Although the French largely 
overlook the astronomical price 
of U.S. colleges, they appreciate 
the fact that students who can af-
ford the tuition not only choose 
their own academic path, but are 
also given ample time to do so. 

I’ll be the first one to admit 
that I am one stingy American. 
(I mean, let’s be serious—I’m de-
voting an entire series to how not 
to spend money while abroad.) 
But studying in Paris has also 
taught me that certain things are 
worth the cost. And I, for one, 
can’t think of anything more 
worth paying for than the com-
plete freedom to choose my own 
personal, professional, and aca-
demic future.

BOOKS

April 6, 2010 		  	 Arts & Entertainment	        Page 3

kate welsh for spectator

HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF GCHAT  |  Professor Peter Burke speaks on the Early 
Modern period, when technology began to advance communication.

Abroad
on a

Budget

BOOKS

THE GRASS IS GREENER  |  At Central 
Park locations like the Pond, the 
Hans Christian Andersen statue, 
and the Shakespeare Garden, 
Columbia students willing to ven-
ture beyond Low Plaza will find 
unexpected reading nooks that 
might pleasantly surprise campus 
sun bathers. m
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As evidenced 
by countless 
editorials, 

Facebook commen-
taries, and Bwog 
bashings, we have 
all been shocked by 
the inability of any-
one to resolve the 
current academic 
calendar debacle. 
With the issue 
coming to a head 
in the latest ple-
nary meeting of the 

University Senate, I was among the many 
students who naïvely believed there might 
be a chance for a final resolution. After 
all, even as late as last February, this paper 
was espousing the common knowledge 
that the senate was in spite of its lethargy 
ultimately a place where students, despite 
being a minority group, could “form a 
coalition that enables them to voice their 
concerns to a high-level body that takes 
them seriously.” With that sentiment in 
mind, I attended this plenary meeting, ea-
ger to watch a vigorous debate and finally 
see this mangled corpse of an issue laid 
to rest. It didn’t happen. For some time 
I have suspected, and this disheartening 
result has only given me more reason to 
believe, that the senate—the one real tool 
for students to influence University-wide 
policy—has become completely useless to 
and even hostile toward student concerns.

It would be easy to lift our shoulders 
in a jaded shrug, to cite as we often do—
even in this paper—the excuse that the 
senate is “a body infamous for inaction,” 
and walk away disgruntled to sulk in 
Bwog comments. But this has not al-
ways been the way students spoke of the 
senate. At the dawn of the new millen-
nium, the senate was actually a vibrant 
source of debate and common discourse 
among the student population. It would 
be unfair to mythologize this past era—
doubtless the senate was still riddled by 
ineffectiveness. There remains, however, 
a vague institutional memory of the past, 
to make the current state of the senate 
and its blatant dismissals of the student 
population all the more infuriating.

The lethargy of the senate, in bring-
ing large issues to the floor in its current 
incarnation, seems likely to evolve (if it has 
not already) into a systematic discrimina-
tion against student interests and voices. 
Many in-depth studies needed to create an 
honest and meaningful dialogue on major 
topics take years to prepare and present. As 
was seen in the case of the delayed release 
of a pay equity study this past November, 
the time it takes to produce results usually 
causes the figures and conclusions present-
ed to be dated and dubious. More impor-
tantly for students, though, the term length 
for our senators is generally two years. This 
means that, in many cases, by the time an 
issue makes its way to a viable point in the 
senate, not only is the data possibly irrel-
evant, but all of the passionate voices have 
been replaced by the neophytes with other 
concerns on their minds.

Even if an issue reaches the senate 
floor, the time it will take for a three-fifths 
majority to convene to hear it against the 
pile-up of other concerns can cause the 
resolution to hang in limbo indefinitely. 
The senate recognizes its problem, but 
refuses to alter its schedule, even—as 
Bollinger himself noted at the last plena-
ry—to accommodate Muslim prayers. The 
chances of getting a passionate, knowl-
edgeable, and unified student coalition in 
attendance, simultaneously with an issue 
reaching fruition and a three-fifths major-
ity, are veritably non-existent.

True, debates are still held, but they 
usually involve senators talking at each 
other and not to each other. At the last 
meeting, students mainly haggled with 
James Applegate—the professor behind 
the faculty position on the academic cal-
endar—about childcare, only to have him 
admit that the childcare issue was his own 

highly subjective interpretation of the fac-
ulty’s simple prioritizing of a post-Labor 
Day start. Applegate has, as this exchange 
led me to believe, presented through a 
distorted lens the logic in committee 
meetings that led to the faculty’s posi-
tion. Though, theoretically, the minutes of 
these meetings should be published for all 
to see, in truth this has rarely if ever been 
done for many years now.

Unable to see the logic behind com-
mittee choices directly, we depend on 
senators’ words, laden with their own 
agendas, and waste our energies on shout-
ing matches that miss the true core of the 
issue or possible alternatives that could 
have been grasped otherwise. And now, 
the senate wishes to make this negligent 
behavior a law. Unable to argue their case, 
doomed to pointless shouting matches, 
worn down by less time to make their 
mark, and outnumbered by faculty, stu-
dent positions are almost doomed from 
the start in the senate, if they dare to dif-
fer from the will of the University at large.

Sadly, the system seems bent against 
us. Perhaps, later in life we may be heard 
through withholding donations, but for 
now, we are voiceless, and I sincerely be-
lieve that it is no accident. Reform from 
within seems unlikely. But we are a vital 
and large part of this University, and we 
need and deserve a real outlet for our 
voice and force. If the senate cannot pro-
vide that, we must dream up something 
novel, impactful, and lasting.

Mark Hay is a Columbia College sopho-
more. Unusual, Unseemly, or Unnoticed 

runs alternate Tuesdays. 

Students in the U. Senate: 
minority whipped
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BY SANDRA BELAUNDE

It is always good to get advice from 
famous and brilliant writers. In my case, 
this person was the most important public 
figure and writer of my country. In Peru, 
we are proud of our food, our pisco, and 
our Mario Vargas Llosa. I like to think 
that he and I, together, decided my future.

Before coming to Columbia to get my 
master’s degree in 
public administra-
tion, I was working 
for the Peruvian 
TV show “Rear 
Window,”  a po-
litical program of 
broadcast journal-
ism. My last day on 
the show coincided 
with an interview 
with Vargas Llosa, the first he gave in Peru 
in many years. As a parting gift, my boss, 
Cecilia, assigned me to accompany him 
through each step of the interview.

I told him that it was my last day at 
work, because I was about to start a mas-
ter’s program abroad. When he asked, 
I mentioned that I had not yet decided 

between my three university options. He 
did not hesitate to say that Columbia was 
my best option—it is a top ten school and 
an Ivy League university in New York City.

The conviction of his words was conta-
gious—I resolved at that moment to come 
to Columbia.

Only now that I have been here for 
three semesters do I really understand 
what he meant. The city speaks for itself—
it shouts for us to seize all that it offers. 
In Morningside Heights, the Upper West 
Side, the West and East Villages, SoHo, 
Chinatown, and Brooklyn—just to men-
tion a few neighborhoods—you can feel 
Billy Joel’s “New York State of Mind.” 

On campus, I have had the privilege of 
taking classes with 
professors whose 
books I had read 
and admired be-
fore coming to New 
York. What I did not 
anticipate was my 
greater admiration 
of professors who 
transmitted to me 
their passion about 

management and politics—two subjects I 
thought could never excite me.

As for the “Ivy League,” there is much 
more to the concept than vines, the north-
eastern U.S., and academic achievement. 
I must admit that I have often enjoyed 
the respect and pride people express 
when they learn that I go to Columbia. 

Nevertheless, until I wrote this article, 
there was something about the concept 
of the educational “elite” with which I was 
not completely comfortable.

Now I realize that Columbia is an ide-
al space for amazing people to interact 
and learn from each other. At the School 
of International and Public Affairs—my 
school for the last year-and-a-half—stu-
dents with nontraditional backgrounds 
but parallel interests gather from all parts 
of the world. There, I have made friends 
who have touched my life and changed 
it. If elitism means meeting people like 

this, then it turns out that I am more than 
okay with it.

Making life-changing decisions with 
Mario Vargas Llosa has brought won-
derful things to me, besides having this 
amazing story to tell, which I always enjoy 
remembering. Now, at the edge of com-
pleting my master’s degree and returning 
to life outside the University, I think he 
and I should get together and decide my 
next step.

The author is an MPA candidate in the 
School of International and Public Affairs.

Vargas Llosa, 
Columbia, 

and I

If elitism means meeting 
people like this, then it 
turns out that I am more 
than okay with it.

Blasphemous 
though it may 
be to admit 

this in the Spectator, 
I love Bwog’s series 
“Overheard.” I love 
it because 1) it 
makes me feel bet-
ter about my own 
penchant for eaves-
dropping, and 2) 
it provides us with 
such gems as this:

“Little kid, maybe 
13 years old, wearing a backpack walking 
with classmates. With a concerned look at the 
ashtrays outside of Hamilton: ‘I know there’s 
a lot of peer pressure at college, but why does 
everyone have to smoke so much?’”

Good question, kid.
This innocent probe caused a stir in 

the comment section on Bwog, with some 
people intimating that every smoker is 
just a “douche trying to look cool,” and 
others berating “militant anti-smokers” 
for their “desire to ban things” and their 
“herd mentality.” A surprising number 
of commenters argued about the “thick 
cloud of second-hand smoke” that hovers 
around the entrance to Butler.

One thing that did not come out of the 
debate, however, was a clear answer to the kid’s 
question (which is great for me, really, because 
now I get to talk about it in this column).

So then, why do we smoke?
I should start by saying that I don’t 

smoke, which might mean that I’m not the 
best person to be answering this question, 
but which hopefully also means that my end 
argument will be that much stronger. And 
rest assured that the following is more than 
mere guesswork—I talked to more than a 
few smoker friends before starting to write.

The first major point that came out of my 
friends’ explanations has to do with what 
members of our generation see as the biggest 
obstacle to smoking: namely, it kills (or, at 
the very least, it’s quite bad for your health). 
As far as reasons for not doing something 
go, this seems like a pretty good one, and 
it’s one that has been drilled into the collec-
tive American consciousness for the past 20 
years. That 13-year-old was no doubt think-
ing of his foreboding health teacher and/or 
parent, when he expressed wonder at the idea 
of so many college kids smoking.

But what that 13-year-old failed to un-
derstand, and what so many of the Bwog 
commenters either didn’t get or couldn’t 
identify with, is the fact that smoking’s 
negative health effects are kind of the point: 
for some smokers, at least, lighting up is all 

about self-destructive behavior. Whether it’s 
a “fuck you to life,” as one friend suggested, 
an action that purposely separates you from 
a certain value system or group in society, or 
something you started because the people 
you look up to smoke for such reasons, this 
vice very consciously says something about 
your world outlook and self-image.

Of course, most college kids fully under-
stand this, and the Bwog commenters who 
called smokers “douches trying to look cool” 
were probably referring to just such behavior. 
But criticizing smokers for trying to look cool 
is absurd—we’re all trying to look cool. You 
might not agree with the method (particu-
larly one so hazardous to your health), but no 
one is saying you have to agree with it.

The other major motivations for smok-
ing, which my friends noted, were con-
siderably more innocuous. A lot of them 
mentioned the fact that cigarettes give 
you something to “do” in social situations 
in which you might not know anyone, 
or that they can make you feel socially 
connected to others. And, having started 
smoking, all of the people I talked to cited 
the pleasures of cigarettes—their ability 
to calm nerves, to produce a certain buzz, 
to provide an excuse to take a break, to 
suppress hunger. As I heard these people, 
I trusted talk about the upside of a habit 
I once considered nonsensical, and began 
to understand their position more fully.

And I guess that’s the point. I know I’ll 
never smoke—I like running too much 
and I’m probably not cool enough—but 
I’m not going to persecute others for 
choosing to do so. With modern bans 
on smoking indoors, we’ve done all we 
can to eliminate (in the public sphere, 
anyway) the threat of secondhand smoke. 
And I refuse to believe that walking past 
the smokers outside Butler a few times a 
week could be considered anything more 
than a nuisance (and one which it would 
take a violation of the rights of smokers 
to do away with). There was a lot of anger 
among those Bwog comments, but also a 
lot of genuine desire to understand why 
someone would take up cigarettes. And, if 
this article accomplishes anything, I hope 
it shows that the reasons people have for 
smoking are reasons to which a lot of 
us—as college kids—can relate. That be-
ing said, for my friends’ sake, I hope their 
cigarettes go the way of all our youthful 
markers of self-expression, but, if they 
don’t, well, I’ll understand.

Neil FitzPatrick is a Columbia College sopho-
more. Excuses and Half-truths runs alternate 

Tuesdays.

In defense of smokers
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almost doomed from the 
start in the senate, if they 
dare to differ from the 
will of the University.

IL
LU

ST
RA

TI
O

N
 B

Y 
RE

BE
K

A
H

 K
IM

THE ANGRY PEN

COMIC BY IGOR SIMIC

We know you have an opinion.
Just submit it.

Submit to Opinion
opinion@columbiaspectator.com



April 6, 2010 		  	 CLASSIFIEDS	 		  	 Page 5

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL 
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having 
alopecia areata totalis or universalis? 
Join other alopecians for a motivational 
get-together on coping and living with 
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

1 BR TIMESHARE avail from April 
16-April 23, 2010 at resort in Orlan-
do, Fla. Sleeps 4 people. Price $700. 
Contact Henrietta at (646) 262-8522.

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and 
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for 
several federal tax credits, if you are 
not claimed on your parents’ return. 
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85. 
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.

HUDSON RIVER SAILING Parties: 
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/ 
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We’re 
a group of Columbia students who 
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per 
trip, and always need more revelers. 
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free 
day trips: gfh2104@columbia.edu. For 
information about our sailing trips, 
please visit www.gothamyacht.com

BRIAN R MURPHY, ESQ 
Criminal defense. Free consultation. 
Former NYPD Officer and NYC Pros-
ecutor. (646) 244-6290.

 
NOT FOR profit 501c(3) People Make 
a Difference, Inc, in online venture with 
newly created social networking site 
for adolescents. PowerLiving, Inc seeks 
individuals with knowledge of website 
design and data servicing to assist us 
in exciting venture opportunities. All 
welcome to apply. (917) 359-3155.

BUSINESS CHINESE 
Learn Business Chinese (8 credits) 
or Chinese in Chinese Business Law 
(5 credits). Summer Program in Beijing. 
www.studyabroad-china. org

DEPRESSED? ANXIOUS?
Substance abuse? Trouble with rela-
tionships? I can help. Heidi Seifert, 
LCSW-R, MA, Psychotherapist. (347) 
266-2532. hmsmarina@aol.com 

BERKSHIRE SUMMER RENTAL 
August thru Labor Day. See link: http:// 
picasaweb.google.com/greeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember2009’feat=e. 
3 BRs, 2 family rooms, 2 baths, kitch, 
large dining room, living room (brick 
fireplace), patio. On country road, Pros-
pect Lake, French Park, dog run. In 
Egremont, 5 miles south of Great Bar-
rington. Contact Phyllis at (212) 666-
3400. E-mail phyllow@gmail.com

AVAILABLE ANY TIME now thru July 1. 
Luxury 1 BR. Upper East Side. Free 
pool, health club included. High floor. 
Open views. No broker fee. (212) 288-
7447. $2700.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: EGG do-
nors needed. Help women with infer-
tility create families. Be compensat-
ed for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 349-
0011. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net
SEEKING INTELLIGENT, attractive, 
mixed Asian/Caucasian egg donor, 
$25K. I am a physician whose dream 
is to become a father. I seek the help of 
an accomplished woman with a healthy 
family history. Compensation for your 
generosity will be $25K plus all travel 
and medical expenses. If you have a 
desire to explore helping, please con-
tact my representative. E-mail: darlene 
@aperfectmatch.com; tel: 1 (800) 264-
8828. www.aperfectmatch.com. Per-
fectly matching donors with families 
since 1998.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY JACOB SHAPIRO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia pitching staff is un-
questionably responsible for the team’s 
success in the opening weekend of Ivy 
League play. But while the pitchers—who 
were the major question mark coming 
into the season—deserve their credit, the 
offense quietly raised its team average an-
other 15 points.

The Lions are currently hitting 
.297 as a team, with a chance to roll 
over the .300 hump this week against 
Rutgers, Dartmouth and Harvard. The 
team displayed its ability to scratch out 
runs against tough pitching staffs last 
weekend when it posted no less than 
five runs per game against Yale’s above-
average hurlers.

In fact, the Lions have scored five or 
more runs in every single game dating 
back to March 19, when they suffered a 
5-2 loss to Kent State. The offense has cer-
tainly taken pressure off of the pitchers, 
allowing them to cough up some runs 
without losing games. Run support will 
become increasingly important over the 
next month, when the pitching staff will 
undoubtedly have its ups and downs.

What is most intriguing about 
Columbia’s offense is that the team is be-
ing led by four players, some of whom 
are unexpected performers. At this 

point, Jon Eisen, Alex Aurrichio, Dean 
Forthun, and Nick Ferraresi are all hit-
ting above .300.

Veteran catcher Dean Forthun is put-
ting up impressive numbers from behind 
the plate. The senior leads all veteran 
players with a .323 batting average, but 
his most important contribution comes 
from his batter’s eye. Forthun has taken 
16 walks this season—second-most on 
the squad—and leads the team with a 
.483 on-base percentage. The veteran 
backstop has always been a good hitter, 
but his .323 average and 16 walks (his 
highest season total is just 17) are added 
bonuses as he inches towards graduation.

A young crop of stars, consisting of 
freshman Nick Ferraresi and sophomores 
Alex Aurrichio and Jon Eisen, leads the 
rest of the Columbia offense.

Eisen had a breakout season last year 
(.331 average), so his success in 2010 is 
no surprise. But the infielder is hitting 
for an outstanding .388 average, with 33 
hits in 23 games so far. With just five of 
those hits going for extra bases, Eisen 
is proving to be a very natural hitter 
who is frequently on base for his team-
mates to drive him in. Eisen has scored 
23 runs this year, well above the rest of 
his teammates.

Ferraresi has already earned a lot of 
ink in this publication. The Wellington, 
Fla., native is an early Rookie of the Year 
candidate with a .305 batting average 
and fifteen extra-base hits. Ferraresi has 
shown his ability to be a gap hitter, far 
surpassing his closest teammates with 
11 doubles. The outfielder could be a 
little more patient at the plate, but his 21 
RBIs—he is second on the team—are a 

sign that Ferraresi could become a staple 
in the middle part of Columbia’s lineup 
over the next three-and-a-half seasons.

But designated hitter Alex Aurrichio 
is truly putting the “designated” in DH. 
The sophomore is potentially the best 
all-around hitter on the team so far. 
Aurrichio is boasting a .380 average to 
go along with stellar power numbers. The 
6’6” DH has smacked seven homers, five 
doubles, and a triple to lead the team with 
a .775 slugging percentage. Aurrichio has 
also knocked in a team-high 22 runs. 
Although he is tied for the Columbia lead 
in strikeouts, when Aurrichio gets his bat 
on the ball, the results are usually enough 
to make head coach Brett Boretti smile.

The Lions are enjoying the talent 
of several star offensive players, but 
the overall production has truly been 
a team effort. Every Columbia starter, 
with the exception of Jason Banos, is 
hitting above the .275 mark. And even 
in the Ivy League—where batting aver-
ages tend to be slightly inflated—that 
feat is impressive.

Banos has struggled this season as 
he tries to return from an injury, but 
the junior has still contributed 17 RBI. 
The outfielder’s numbers may not look 
as impressive at the end of the season, 
but Banos still has the time and the ca-
pability to produce in the second half 
of the campaign.

Baseball championships are often 
decided by pitching, and the old adage 
doesn’t appear to be incorrect in analyz-
ing this year’s Ivy League season. But if 
the Lions’ offense can remain hot, the 
pressure will remain on their opponents’ 
pitchers, and not on their own.
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Check out tomorrow’s paper to 
see how Columbia fared against 
visiting Lafayette. The Lions are 

trying to get back on track after a 
tough loss to Penn on Sunday. 

TOMORROW

Pick up a copy of tomorrow’s 
paper for coverage on how 
Columbia did in its double 

header against Marist today. 
Action starts at 3 p.m.

TOMORROW

Did you 
know 
that 

for every Don 
Nelson vic-
tory an angel gets 
its wings? Or 
something like 
that. On Sunday, 
my Golden 
State Warriors 
defeated the 
Toronto Raptors, 
113-112. More 

importantly, the win was number 1,332 
for head coach Don Nelson, who is now 
tied for first place with Lenny Wilkins for 
most wins as an NBA head coach.  Don’t 
worry, I won’t rant about how awesome 
the Warriors are, because, to be honest, 
they’re garbage this year (despite Stephen 
Curry). The milestone got me think-
ing about the difference between good 
coaches and great coaches. 

I’ll be honest. I don’t know how to 
classify Nelson. He’s got a boatload of 
regular season wins under his belt, along 
with 1,060 losses, but he’s struggled in 
the postseason. He has never won a 
championship and he’s too often the 
coach of a bad team. So is he a good 
coach or a great coach? 

Greatness is often associated with 
championships. The obvious argument is 
that individuals don’t achieve greatness 
until they’ve been king of the hill.  But 
it’s much more complicated than that.  
Would you consider Doc Rivers a great 
coach, although he has only recently 
been successful in winning a champion-
ship after years of missing the playoffs 
or being knocked out in the first round?  
I don’t think I do. Winning champion-
ships is just one part of the equation, 
granted, a very important part.  The rest 
varies from person to person, with some 
people putting more emphasis on total 
wins, while others put emphasis on win-
ning with multiple teams.  For me, the 
key word is consistency. 

Great coaches are consistent.  Year in 
and year out they put together contend-
ers, even if that means changing a time-
tested strategy that doesn’t work with a 
new roster.  They play to the strengths 
of their players and, as such, are able to 
change and evolve with the times.  Mike 
Shanahan is the first name that comes to 
mind, although there are many others.  
During his stint in Denver, he compiled 
a .615 winning percentage and two Super 
Bowl victories to go along with it.  He 
did so by consistently putting together 
a solid running game with a variety of 
players.  Yes, he didn’t do everything 
well—defense, for example—but he did 
enough to put together contenders. 

It may be hard to believe, but here at 
Columbia we have great coaches.  As fel-
low columnist Kunal Gupta has written 
about on several occasions, our men’s 
tennis team is very good.  In fact, it has 
been good for awhile now, especially 
during the reign of Bidyut Goswami.  
Every year I’ve been here, the men’s ten-
nis team in particular has been a pow-
erhouse, not only in the Ivy League, but 
on the national stage as well.  The same 
is true of the fencing team, coached by 
George Kolombatovich, which consis-
tently sends athletes around the globe to 
compete in world championships.  Hell, 
Nicole Ross took the NCAA champi-
onship in women’s foil this year.  What 
these two coaches have in common is 
consistency.  The Lions are consistently 
good in these two sports, which is es-
pecially impressive considering that the 
two coaches have been here for 25 and 
32 years respectively.  Their greatness 
goes somewhat unnoticed because their 
sports are not mainstream, but it’s there.   

So, if great coaches are consistent 
winners, with a championship or two 
thrown into the mix, than what is Don 
Nelson?  Great coach with an impres-
sive number of victories?  Or is he 
someone who’s been around so long 
that he was bound to rack up a ton of 
wins?  When it comes to consistency, 
he definitely hasn’t been consistent as 
of late.  Ehh, I’m still not sure, but he’s a 
crazy old man, so I’ll give him the ben-
efit of the doubt. 

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics-mathematics. 
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com

What does it 
mean to be a 
great coach?

Strong pitching this 
weekend gets help 
from Lions’ bats

 CU baseball packs punch at plate
jasper clyatt / senior staff photographer

ON FIRE |  Sophomore DH Alex Aurrichio and his teammates have been turning out runs at an impressive pace this season.

COMING OFF A TOUGH LOSS to Penn 
on Sunday, April 4, the lacrosse team is 
looking for a win today against non-con-
ference opponent Lafayette.

“Penn was a tough loss for us on 
Sunday. We came into the game ready to 
prove ourselves and looking for the win,” 
junior Mollie Andreae said. “Although 
we didn’t win in the end, in the first half 
we showed we can compete with a top 20 
team. We fought really hard, didn’t let up, 
and definitely learned some lessons re-
garding the things we need to build on to 
prepare for our next game.”

Columbia is currently 4-4 (0-4 Ivy), 
undefeated against non-conference 
opponents. Lafayette, however, is 2-10 
for the season, most recently having 
lost to American, 19-12, on Saturday. 
Columbia has defeated Lafayette in sev-
en straight seasons and is 7-2 all-time 
against the Leopards.

When these two teams met last year, 
the Lions defeated the Leopards, 15-8. 
Although Columbia was eventually able to 
come away with a strong lead in the second 
half, the Leopards kept the score close at 

the beginning of the game, tying the score 
at 16:45. After goals by Holly Glynn and 
Lauren Olsen, the Lions held the one goal 
lead by the end of the half.

However, Brittany Shannon went on to 
score five goals in the second half, bringing 
her game total to a team-high six, while 
Olsen, Rachael Ryan, and Taylor Gattinella 
each put in a goal apiece, allowing the 
Lions to tear away from the Leopards and 
finish with the win.

“Lafayette is a very strong 1 v 1 team 
and should not be overlooked,” Andreae 
said. “We want to attack them and come 
out extremely aggressive. Another thing 
we look to do in the game is to dominate 
50/50 balls and maintain possession for the 
majority of the game. Coming off the loss 
from Penn, I know I speak for the team 
when I say we are fired up and ready to 
add another win to our record.”

The game against Lafayette will be held 
this afternoon at Robert K. Kraft Field at 
the Baker Field Athletics Complex and will 
begin at 4 p.m.

—Julia Garrison

AFTER LOSING ITS FIRST THREE 
Ivy League games, the Columbia 
softball team (6-17, 1-3 Ivy) looks to 
pick up another win against Marist 
(4-16) at the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference.

The Lions beat the Bears 10-5 
last Saturday behind three hits each 
from senior Dani Pineda and juniors 
Maggie Johnson and Anne Maire 
Skylis.  Johnson and Jessica Rakonza 
combined to pitch seven innings, al-
lowing five hits and three earned runs 
for the team’s sixth win of the season.

Columbia defeated Marist 4-3 dur-
ing a previous match-up during the 
Rebel Games in Florida on March 15. 
Alison Lam had four hits and an RBI, 
while Kayla Lechler collected three 
hits, two runs, and an RBI.  Maureen 
O’ Kane allowed three earned runs off 
of eight hits through seven innings for 
a complete game in the win. 

Marist right-hander Danielle Koltz 
gave up 12 hits and five walks in the 
loss.  Koltz also had two hits with 
an RBI and a run scored on offense.  

She leads her team with a 4.20 ERA 
through 36 2/3 innings.  

The Red Foxes have won just three 
of the 10 games they have played since 
facing the Lions, although they did 
manage to defeat Brown and Yale 
during that stretch.  Ashley Corriss 
scored the final run in a walk-off 4-3 
win over the Bulldogs on March 24. 
Alanna Woody pitched a complete 
game, allowing three earned runs off 
of seven hits and recording two strike-
outs for her second win this season.

Columbia is looking to ride the 
momentum from the win over Brown. 
The bats were alive in the second game 
of the doubleheader as the Lions post-
ed an impressive 10 runs on 16 hits. 
They were led by Maggie Johnson, 
who went 3-4 and knocked in four 
runs. First baseman Dani Pineda also 
collected three hits and scored three 
runs.

The doubleheader is scheduled for 
3 p.m. at the Baker Athletic Complex.

-Christopher Brown

Columbia lacrosse, softball face off against Lafayette, Marist

The editors’ picks for the 
week ahead

What to 
Watch

Yankees vs. Red Sox, Tuesday-
Wednesday, April 7-8, Boston, MA

Heat vs. Knicks, Sunday, 
April 11, 6 p.m., New York, N.Y.

Columbia vs. Rutgers, Wednesday, 
April 7, 3:30 p.m., New York, N.Y.

The rivalry continues today as the Yankees 
look to capture their first win of the season 
after dropping the season opener 9-7 to the 

Red Sox.

The New York Knicks will host the Miami Heat 
this weekend. The Heat, led by Dwyane Wade, 
are looking to be the fifth team in the East to 

clinch a playoff birth.

The Columbia baseball team will host rival 
Rutgers this Wednesday. The afternoon 

matchup will be the only one against Rutgers 
this year.

NATIONAL:NEW YORK:COLUMBIA:

The Tailgating
Tales

Ba rt
L ope z

Batting Average  .388
Runs   23
Hits  33
RBI   10 3B

JOHN EISEN

B.A.  .380
Runs   15
Hits  27
RBI   22

1B/DH
ALEX AURRICHIO

B.A.  .323
Runs   16
Hits  21
RBI   11

 C
DEAN FORTHUN

B.A.  .305
Runs   16
Hits  25
RBI   21 RF

NICK FERRARESI

COLUMBIA’S
OFFENSIVE 

LEADERS
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