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Follow the laughter, the tears,
and the hilarity that is the
Columbia housing game at
our blog, 7he Shaft. What will
the Columbia housing gods

grace you with this time?
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An Opera worth more
than a few pennies

Arts and Entertainment
editor Julia Halperin reviews
Columbia Stages’ production
of Bertolt Brecht’s Threepenny
Opera on the Spectacle,
playing this weekend.

A&E, page 6

New book gives new
meaning to neocon

They Knew They Were Right,
a historical tracing of the
neoconservative movement,
portrays the downfall of an
intellectual trend into an
egotistical movement.

A&E, page 6

Around the world in
80 breakfasts

Looking for some cultural
cuisine to spice up your
morning meal? International
students from China to Peru
explain what they eat besides
Wilma’s excellent omelettes.

Opinion, page 4
A drug on the market

Columnist Jon Hollander
makes the case for the
legalization of drugs and
points out strategic problems
in government efforts to
curb drug production and
consumption.

Sports, page 10

Sophomore Makarova
much improved in 2009

After a disappointing first year
as a part of Columbia tennis,
Natasha Makarova spent all
summer working on her game.
Her training efforts paid off.

Sports, page 10

Columbia ready for
rematch with Marist

The Columbia softball team
will look to avenge its past
losses to Marist. The Lions
fell short in both games of a
doubleheader against the Red
Foxes in 2006.

SUITE SELECTION DAY 3

What remains from day
one of suite selection

Watt studio doubles: 36 rooms
Ruggles eight-person (with three
doubles): 10 rooms

Ruggles five-person (with one
double): 3 rooms

Ruggles eight-person (with RA
and rider): 2 rooms

Claremont five-person: 1 room
Claremont six-person: 1 room
Claremont seven-person: 10 rooms
Broadway: All Doubles available
except for 2 rooms.

— ENDGAME |

DRAMATICEND | Samuel Beckett's Endgame, pictured here with Jeremy Blackman as Hamm and Gerges Scully as Clov, will be
performed by the CU Players this weekend at the Black Box Theater. Tickets cost $5 with CUID.

Ajit C. Pillai / Senior Staff Photographer

African studies

strewn across
University

BY SCOTT LEVI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In the late spring of 1968, as Columbia at-
tempted to regain its footing after the explosive
student protests tied to the Vietnam War and
campus expansion, a movement that would
become a controversial issue was emerging
at Barnard.

At the request of his department chair
Leroy C. Breunig and in response to the re-
cent call for African Studies at the College,
Barnard French professor Serge Gavronsky,
CC 54, was then drafting the syllabus for
the first course on the Columbia campus to
treat African topics.

That fall, Gavronsky taught the pilot course
of “Negritude,” in which he exposed students to
the Caribbean and African Francophone writ-
ers who turned to a shared black heritage as a
means of combating French imperialism.

“Tinaugurated what would become Africana
Studies,” he said in an interview last week, link-
ing the origins of Barnard’s current program
in diaspora studies to the French department.
The study of Africa—which lacked serious
institutional support in American universities
until the 1960s—grew into a national trend.
At Barnard, departments introduced courses
on the African novel, cinema, and major texts,
as well as a class on the West African oral ra-
conteurs known as grillots and grillotes.

More than 40 years later, despite an increase
in scholars of Africa and the presence of estab-
lished student programs at both Barnard and
Columbia, African Studies at the University
remains in flux.

On the one hand, Columbia has built up
its resources on Africa to a level that thickly
veils a Eurocentric past, dispersing outlets for
African studies among varied schools and
centers. Students can attend lectures at the
Institute of African Studies; take advantage of
opportunities in the departments of French,
English, history, and Middle Eastern and
Asian Languages and Cultures; master Swahili
and Wolof through the Language Resource
Center; or apply skills learned at the Mailman
School of Public Health to benefit community
health in Africa.

Yet on the other hand, without a depart-
ment for African Studies and only a loose
hub—the Institute—to unite the bureau-
cratically scattered pieces of Africa’s past, the
University’s Africanists, budding diplomats,
and novice enthusiasts confront the pressures
of an interdisciplinary model. Although this
model allows for a multifaceted approach, it
is also a perennial dilemma at universities,
where pressures from the administration to
define a focus can blur the borders between
disparate disciplines.

Trying to fit African studies into
MEALAC

There are currently several ways to study the
trends of African civilization and migration at the
University. Columbia College students can pursue
a major in regional studies centering on Africa,
Barnard students can major in diaspora-driven

SEE AFRICAN STUDIES, page 7

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Arts Initiative develops new
programs despite downturn

BY LAURA RAULERSON
Columbia Daily Spectator

Five years ago, Caralyn Spector was
rummaging through old file cabinets and
discovered documents from a handful of
museums offering Columbia students free
admission. From there, Arts Initiative
programming was born.

Today, students receive free admis-
sion at 31 New York museums. The
Arts Initiative, established by University
President Lee Bollinger in 2004, cur-
rently encompasses an array of student
and alumni programs that work to pro-
vide affordable and exclusive access to
arts and culture in New York City. But
in a country where arts education is
often considered expendable in a harsh

economic climate, how will the program
fare in the wake of the University’s own
financial woes?

The Arts Initiative, commonly re-
ferred to as CU Arts, has been asked
to anticipate a greater budget cut than
other University programs. According
to director Gregory Mosher, Al oper-
ates independently of the endowment
and is instead funded directly from the
President’s Office budget. So while the
Initiative is not affected by the 8 percent
decrease in endowment revenue for which
Bollinger has asked budget units to plan,
it has been asked to anticipate a 10-15
percent cut from its entire budget.

Asaresult, the Initiative plans to scale back

SEE CU ARTS, page 6

Dispute
over 126th

st. vacancy

Local groups aim
for development in
former bakery lot

BY SAMLEVIN
Spectator Staff Writer

Aside from the squabbling chickens peek-
ing their heads out of the live poultry shop on
the corner, 126th street is otherwise quiet as it
winds its way from Amsterdam to Morningside
Avenue.

Last month, Community Board 9’s Waterfront
and Economic Development Committee dis-
cussed the redevelopment of the north side of
this street, which, decades ago, was filled by the
scent of fresh bread from a large bakery known
as the Taystee cake factory.

Yet CB9’s plans for redevelopment continue
to be thwarted by an ongoing lawsuit filed by
the New York City Economic Development
Corporation against Citarella, the gourmet
market which opened its 125th Street location
in 1999 and bought the 40,800 square-foot,
city-owned site at 126th Street in 2001.

According to Savona Bailey-McClain, co-
chair of the CB9 committee, Citarella was
supposed to “develop a fish-processing cen-
ter;” but “a roof collapsed, and then there were
questions of who would pay and how it would
be restored.”

McClain said the NYCEDC claims that
“Citarella did not fulfill the obligations of the
deed” on the grounds that the market purchased
another fish processing site in the Bronx, and
kept the 126th St. lot vacant.

According to Janel Patterson, NYCEDC
spokesperson, the committee is currently in
court with a “litigation to recover the property.”
She added that there is a “motion for some re-
judgment.”

SEE TAYSTEE, page 3
i v

Andra Mihali / Staff Photographr

NOMORECAKE | This storefront on 126th Street
marks the former site of the Taystee cake factory.

New EC policy poses problems for religious needs

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

Rebecca Herskovits,
CC ’12, is the only
first-year member of
Columbia’s Orthodox
Jewish community
who will be living in
an East Campus suite
next year.

Her friends did not
fare as well. They will have to seek hous-
ing elsewhere, confronting challenges in

CAMPUS
HOUSING
SERIES

~— WOMEN-CHILDREN CRISIS |

other residential dormitories that may not
accommodate their religious needs as ef-
fectively as EC does.

Herskovits’ friends are among many
Orthodox Jewish students who will face the
effects of one of this year’s housing policy
changes. The same room/same suite policy,
which allowed students to retain suites
from one year to the next, was particularly
beneficial to Orthodox students, who could
pass down suites that accommodated their
dietary and Sabbath observance needs.
But with this policy gone, many might
be faced with the difficulty of finding an

alternative residential hall where these
needs can be met.

“Right now it looks like there is no
guarantee that a student who is Sabbath
observant or who keeps kosher will be
able to find a purely kosher environment,”
Rabbi David Almog of Columbia/Barnard
Hillel said. “It does not mean they won’t
be able to eat—it just means it will be
more difficult.”

Almog, who has been one of the primary
communicators with housing administra-

SEE EAST CAMPUS, page 3

Linda Carrion / Senior Staff Photographer

WORLDLY EXPERIENCE | Journalists Meredith May, Michael Kavanagh, and Alaa Majeed shared stories of being journalists in Nepal, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, and Iraq. Howard French, professor at the Graduate School of Journalism, moderated the panel Wednesday.
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Barnard juniors can now puta ring on it

BY MINJI REEM
Spectator Staff Writer

As echoes of Beyoncé’s hit lin-
ger in students’ heads, the Barnard
College annual ring sale is for the
first time targeting juniors as well
as seniors.

The ring sales started yesterday
and continue today from 11:30
t0 2:30 p.m. at Java City located
in the lobby of Altschul on the
Barnard campus. Students can
also order rings online. Taking
into consideration statistics
from previous years, the Student
Government Association antici-
pates that about 20 to 25 percent
of the junior and senior classes
will purchase rings this year.
According to Rachel Wilkinson,
BC’10 and Ring Chair, “ring sales
in previous years were extremely
successful.”

“I'was asking my friend which

Barnard ring design she was get-
ting and she told me that she was
going to receive her mother’s very
own Barnard ring and engrave her
own name onto it. It was really
awesome to see that these rings
have actually become a genera-
tion-to-generation tradition,” said
Isabel Araujo, BC’10 and Junior
Class Treasurer.

Barnard’s official seal—the im-
age of Athena, the Greek goddess of
wisdom and military victory—ap-
pears at the center of the ring. There
are two different ring designs: the
gold and silver Barnard Signetand
the Barnard Intaglio, which was
the original ring design. The Signet
ring was designed within the last
four years.

“The rings are a way to connect
the Barnard juniors and seniors
not only among each other on
campus, butalso with the alumnae
who also had purchased their rings

when they were juniors and seniors
themselves,” Wilkinson said.

The annual Ring Ceremony
for graduating seniors will take
place on April 28. During the
ceremony, Dorothy Denburg,
the dean of Barnard College, will
present a speech on the signifi-
cance of the rings in the Barnard
Community.

To recognize Barnard’s af-
filiation to Columbia, students
have the option of including a
Columbia University seal on the
ring, and students can also engrave
up to nine letters onto the inside
or outside of the ring.

Council members offered some
practical advice on the choices of
rings that students should make.
“If you want the white gold, then
you should get the 10K and if you
want just gold, the 14K ring is
best,” Araujo said.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Maszes: Notre Dame

CHURCH OF NOTRE DAME
COLUMBIA CAMPUS MINISTRY

HOLY WECK
CHeEDULE

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5STH

less>mere

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 FM.
Sunday B30 AM, 11:30 AM, 530 PM.

St Pail's
Sunday 5500 M.
MONDAY, APRIL 6TH TO WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH

Masses: Notre Dame B:=00 AM., 12:05 PM.
55 Paul's 12:15 FM.

COMNFESSION: after masses and Wednesday 4:00 PM. - %:00 PM.

"HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH
T:30 PML Mass of the Lond's Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM. Friday
*GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH

10:00 AM.  Tenebrae Service - _ o
300PM.  Solemn Liturgy of the Passion and Death of the Lord :

Adoration of the Crass L -
700PM.  Stations of the Cross ————" Fay
Adoration of the Cross e -

*HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL1ITH :

8:15 PML Solemn Easter Vigll Ceremonles and Mass

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12TH
Masses: Notre Dame B30 AM. and 11:30 AM.
5S¢ Pauls 12:00 EM.
Ho Evening Mass at Notre Dame or 5t. Paul's on Easter Sunday

*All the celebrations of the Holy Triduum take place at Notre Dame
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—Daphne Larose, BC’10
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lion and $280 million, respectively. Spectator
regrets the error.
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Same suite policy ended in East Campus

EAST CAMPUS from front page

tors, first heard about the issue from
students before winter break. He
said that Housing believed that
allowing students to maintain
suites from one year to the next was
unfair. But for Orthodox Jewish
students, the removal of this policy
may cause problems regarding
religious observance.

EC, in particular, is a popular
dorm for this group. Its suite-style
living makes preparing kosher
food possible. There are also non-
automatic lights, a requisite for
the observance of the Sabbath.
And unlike in some other residen-
tial halls, students do not need to
swipe their IDs in order for the
EC door to open. Swiping is pro-
hibited for Orthodox students on
the Sabbath.

“The Housing Advisory
Committee—made up of RAs
and representatives of Columbia
College and Fu Foundation School
of Engineering and Applied Sciences
student councils—took the propos-
al back to their respective councils
and they voted yes [to removing
same room/ same suite policy],”
Joyce Jackson, Executive Director
of Housing and Accommodation
Services, said.

But despite ongoing conversa-
tions among Almog, Orthodox
Jewish students, and housing
administrators, a definitive solu-
tion has yet to be made as to how
Orthodox Jewish students will be
accommodated.

“Originally I thought that
everything was going to work out
fine, I thought housing would work
out and we could do something
along the lines of special inter-
est housing,” Emma Lebwohl,
SEAS 11 and the Student Services
Representative on the Engineering
Student Council who brought the
suite-removal issue to the attention
of the council, said. “It turns out
that after several meetings that
either I attended or Jordan Katz
and Rabbi Almog attended, we
didn’t get anywhere. Housing did
not see us eye to eye. It honestly
is really hard to convey things to
people who are not accustomed to
anything remotely close to having
concerns such as extremely strict
dietary laws, or not using anything
remotely related to electricity once
a week.”

Jordan Katz, CC’11 and presi-
dent of Yavneh, Hillel’s Orthodox
group, also remains unsure about
what Housing plans to do for
Orthodox Jewish students who
may end up living in a residential
hall unfit for their needs.

CU tightens dorm security with respect to religious needs

SGA candidates present
platforms in forum

SGA candidates

EXECUTIVE BOARD
SGA President:

Students—and sometimes strangers—
have been able to wanderinto any Columbia
residential hall during the Sabbath in light of lax
security requlations intended to respect religious
needs. Butthe policy is about to change, as the
housing administration takes a firmer grip on
dormitory security.

Traditional Jewish students—those who
observe Shabbat and keep kosher—ap-
proached housing administrators to discuss
the issue. Up until recent changes were made,
students were allowed to enter dorms during
the Sabbath by simply stating,“Sabbath
observer,inlight of the fact that Sabbath-
observant students cannot swipe their IDs on
Saturdays or other days of observance. This
policy created the prospect of a security threat,
as strangers were allowed to enter dormitories
and showed up at meals.

Prompted by Jewish students, the housing
administration decided it needed to change the

“Housing was not really re-
sponsive, to say the least,” Katz
said. “I wasn’t saying, we need to
live in East Campus, but we have
these restrictions. The question we
needed answered was, what are you
prepared to do for the students who
have these needs?”

But others support the removal
of this policy, stating that the con-
cept of allowing students to hold
onto suites from one year to the next
leaves others at a disadvantage in
the housing selection process.

Same room/same suite made for
a really corrupt system,” a source
said, who wished to remain anony-
mous due to what he described as
the sensitivity of the issue. “Sure, a
lot of Jewish students were happy,
but that didn’t mean other people
were who ended up having less
rooms to choose from.”

Housing administrators ac-
knowledged that they have not yet
come to a firm resolution, large-
ly because the housing selection
process is currently taking place,
which makes it difficult to dis-
cern the outcome of the change.
But they affirmed that they will
accommodate students on a case-
by-case basis.

“When we know where the
students are living and we know
what their specific needs are, we’ll
work with them to prepare the
spaces the way the need them,”
Jackson said. “If that means they
need new appliances, we’ll order
new appliances.”

But to many students, the re-
moval of this policy may affect the

security policy o that it would protect students,
while enabling them to move about without
violating the Sabbath. Several changes have
been made, which will be enacted this weekend.
(olumbia Housing has created a Sabbath
observer register book, which has the photo
Ds of each person that s registered. These
students, when entering the building during
the Sabbath, will stand in line and tell the
quards that they are Sabbath observers. After
the students provide their names, UNIs, and
room numbers, the guards will verify the
information through the roster of photos of
Sabbath observers. When Barnard students
or other quests come to Columbia dorms on a
Friday night, the host must supply a fulllist of
quests in advance. On Saturdays—which are
generally less busy than Friday nights—the
hosts can meet their quests downstairs, and
the guard will sign them in.
—KimKirschenbaum

sense of community that was once
fostered in residential halls. Under
the same room/same suite policy,
there was a high concentration of
Orthodox Jewish students in EC
many of whom lived in suites on
the same floor, spending weekends
with one another and observing
holidays together.

“For a religion that has its base
in community, it’s really nice to
have that community in the build-
ing,” Rami Levi, CC ’12 and an
Orthodox Jewish student, said.
“And now that it’s gone, it’s not
the end of the world, but it does
mean that people can’t appreciate
what it means to be part of the
community anymore.”

Almog agreed, pointing to
the effects that this will have on
the dynamics of this close-knit
community.

“Students choose to come here
because of the strong Orthodox
Jewish community,” Almog said.
“This is a campus that is commit-
ted to diversity—that includes
religious diversity. Part of being
committed to diversity is making
people with different needs feel
comfortable. I think that is going
to be a challenge.”

Still, administrators maintain
that the removal of the policy will
not result in the diminishing of
this sense of community.

“We look forward to work-
ing with Hillel and residential
programs to make sure that that
type of community can continue,”
Michael Novielli, CC’03 and Chief

of Administration, said. “Obviously

BY HILARY SOLOFF
Spectator Staff Writer

At the Student Government
Association Representative
Council Candidates Forum
last night at Barnard, some of
the candidates were not actually
present. Instead, campaigning
from abroad, these students—in-
cluding presidential candidate
Karen Kwan, BC 10, who is in
Greece—had proxies speak on
their behalf.

Ideas about the Nexus,
Fireside Chats, and financing
were just a few of the topics
included in students” speeches.
All candidates for positions on
the Executive Board and repre-
sentatives to the Representative
Council presented their plat-
forms at the event, moderated
by Daphne Larose, BC ’10 and
Junior Representative to the
Board of Trustees, and Glenda
Smiley, BC ’09.

“It’s really important that
these forums are held, just so the
candidates feel like they’re talk-
ing to someone, even if there’s
not that many people in the
room,” Larose said. “And it’s a
really great way for students on
campus to hear the platforms of
the candidates because a lot of
times students on campus don’t

really know who their reps are
in SGA.

All candidates running for the
same position had three minutes
to present, then they returned
to the front of the room for a
short question and answer ses-
sion. Kwan and Katie Palillo, BC
’10, are both running for SGA
President.

Many students at the forum
participated in this year’s ques-
tion-and-answer period, com-
pared to the blank stares that
Larose said characterized the
responses of audience members
in previous years.

“It really gave the candidates
an opportunity to see what’s on
the students’ minds and what
the students would like them to
focus on just by virtue of them
thinking its important enough to
ask about,” Smiley said. “It might
have raised certain questions that
they hadn’t asked themselves

while they were preparing their

platform.”

“Often times people run for
these positions or they hear about
them but they have no idea what
the job really entails, so this is
the first stepping stone in figur-
ing out and learning what this
is,” Larose said. “Even if you're
not participating in the forum, its
good to come and listen and get
a sense of what that job entails if
in the future you think you would

want to run for something.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

-Karen Kwan BC'10
-Katie Palillo BC'10

Vice President, Student Government
-Virginia Burger BC'10
-Kimberly Wu BC'10

Vice President, Student Activities
-Amy Chen BC'10
-Rachel Wilkinson BC'10

Vice President, Finance
-Sharmin Ahmed BC 10
-Miaomiao Shao BC ‘11

Vice President, Communications
-Whitney Hoot BC'10

-Lan San (Angel) Lam BC'10
-Giselle Leon BC'10

REPRESENTATIVES TO REP COUNCIL
Jr. Representative to the Board of
Trustees:

-Verna Patti BC'11

Academic Affairs Representative
-Rachael Gashkoff BC'10
-Zeest Haider BC"10

Community Affairs Representative
-Jenna Hovel BC*10
-Ellie McNamara BC'10

Representative for Student Services
-Marci Leveillee BC'10

Representative for Diversity
-Anna Steffens BC“10

Representative to the ESC
-Jenny Chen BC'11

126th street development disputed

TAYSTEE from front page

Patterson had no comment on
future plans if the NYCEDC recovers
the property from Citarella.

“We want to bring all parties
together and figure out what would
make everyone happy,” Bailey-
McClain said of CB9’s role in what
she called the “huge battdle.”

Bailey-McClain expressed frus-
tration over the dispute. “We always
saw a mixed-used property here, but
we may not get that opportunity.
We are ata legal standstill,” she said,
adding that Citarella could lose the
space, leaving it empty for another
five to 10 years.

Raymond Boykin, aneighborhood
resident, shared Bailey-McClain’s dis-
content. “It has to be developed. Its
a huge eyesore,” he said.

Luzella Radliff; who lives nextdoor
to the vacant property, remembered
when Taystee was open. “Tt was great,

really great,” she said. “They should

fix it up. It has been vacant for so
many years.”

Community leaders agree upon
the need to build up the area where
Taystee formerly operated. CB9 Chair
Pat Jones said that any development
would help 126th streetand the com-
munity at large. “At the end of the
day, we need something to enliven
the streets, something that could
provide some employment for local
residents” Jones said.

Jones added that she would be
happy if the open building were
filled with any combination of an
artists’ space, residential housing,
light manufacturing, or a play space
for children.

Marie Gray, who provides services
to families next door to the former
Taystee building, was delighted at the
idea of a community center.

“Kids have to go so far to find
somewhere to play,” Gray said. “We
need something family-oriented.”

After finalizing green

developments for an old marine
transfer station on W. 135th street,
Bailey-McClain and Jones agreed that
environmentally related efforts should
be included in development.

McClain said she hopes to im-
plement “solar panels and a green
roof;” especially to help mitigate the
pollution from a bus depot on W.
129th street.

But Jones emphasized that
economic development is the
most important goal.

While Boykin said he would
like to see the property be used
for affordable housing, McClain
argued that this would be less pro-
ductive than developing office space
for startup businesses. “We don’t
want people in debt before they
even open their doors,” she said.
“A mix-used development has to
be sustainable.”

Joseph Gurrera, owner of Citarella,
declined to comment.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Take action on Facebook and you could win BIG prizes
— including a trip to the Arctic with Quark Expeditions.

Join Hot Dish on Facebook and...

= Share climate change news with friends

= Participate in on- and off-line eco-challenges

* FREE endangered species ringtones

= Win a trip to the Arctic, a new MacBook or other
great prizes (16-25 year-old U.5. residents only)

Contest ends May 3, 2009 so join now!

Hot Dish
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Staff Editorial

Friends,

techies,

Columbians, lend
me your ears

ver the past few decades,

computer technology

has become an integral
part of the student experience.
Columbia University Information
Technology maintains and de-
velops the computing and com-
munications services offered by
Columbia. To generate even more
creative ways to connect students
to the University, CUIT should
seek more input from the stu-
dent body.

Due to funding cutbacks,
CUIT has had to slow its efforts
to replace CourseWorks with
Sakai, a course management sys-
tem already used by some of the
University’s peer institutions, and
has focus its attention on other
programs. It is moving forward
with such projects as the conver-
sion of multiple classrooms into
online “eClassrooms” and the
development of a new financial
aid system that will help students
better manage their financial aid
awards. By the end of the year,
CUIT plans to implement a new
student portal that will improve
how students access academic
resources. While these services
are commendable, CUIT takes
surprisingly little input from stu-
dents about ways it can transform
its technology. Although CUIT
asks students to evaluate their
professors when finals approach,

it does not invite feedback on its
own programs and initiatives.

CUIT should more openly to
suggestions from the student body
as to how to enhance and imple-
ment its services. For example,
CUIT could ask students to de-
sign and polish the University’s
relatively bland home page to
make it more user-friendly and
appealing. Because students, not
the technology staff, spend a lot
of time in the classroom, they
have the clearest ideas how the
department could better integrate
technology with academics and
match Columbia’s tech offerings
to its students’ needs. CUIT
must improve its accessibility
and make itself more available
beyond just its help desk. Office
hours and a separate e-mail ad-
dress for suggestions are good
examples of ways to easily reach
out to the school for ideas. By
looking to all Columbians for
diverse, imaginative suggestions,
CUIT can improve their services
and tailor them to the needs of
its customers.

When they arrive on campus,
Columbia students must master
CourseWorks, Student Services
Online, and CubMail to function
within the University. Together,
we know what works, what does
not, and what should be done. It’s
time CUIT asked us for help.

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of interest.
Submissions should be between 700 and 900 words and express an
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label groups
or individuals. All writers meet with an associate editor to edit their
submission before publication. Submissions may be sent to opinion@c
olumbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in
the Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.
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A future for
the rest of us

BY EMILY ROSE JORDAN

It’s a lovely time to be graduating. Spring
has sprung, midterms have passed, and any
seniors in their right minds would be escaping
the library and enjoying the last few weeks of
college with old friends. But it’s getting awk-
ward to run into people. Nobody wants to
ask anyone else what their plans are for next
year, since chances are they don’t have any.
In these last weeks of the semester, thanks
to the economic crisis, some of Columbia’s
problems are becoming more obvious than
ever. Namely, why doesn’t our school help
us plan for a successful future unless we fit
into one of three categories—finance,
law, or medicine?

It is no secret that the Center
for Career Education at Columbia
is geared towards those of us who
majored in economics or interned at
the long-lamented Lehman Brothers.
And, although pre-professional advis-
ing exists, it is only for those of us
who want to become bank-
ers, lawyers, or doctors.

So what about the rest of

us? As it stands now, we

pretty much fend for ourselves,
especially those of us pursuing post-graduate
studies.

I applied to graduate school in the fall, and
it was a lonely journey. I knew of only one
Columbia event remotely related to graduate
school and careers in academia. The panelists
all held masters degrees and worked in Student
Affairs. As someone who wanted to geta Ph.D. in
the sciences, I desperately searched for resources
already in place in the Columbia system that
would apply to me, but to no avail. This made
me think about what Columbia could do for
students who want to continue their education
right out of undergrad. Personal statements,
resumes, recommendations, and interviews
for graduate school are different from those on
law and medical school applications as well as
those on job applications. And with the bleak
job market, more students than ever are ap-
plying to graduate schools—a friend of mine

said the number of applicants to his graduate
program had increased by 300 percent since
last year. With funding tightening, schools are
likely cutting down the number of available slots
for new students. It is important for Columbia
undergraduates to earn advanced degrees to
further their careers in both professional fields
and academia. Since competition is fierce—and
growing—the University should invest in more
resources to help students do their best.

In 2002, six departments at Columbia cre-
ated peer-advising programs. Now, as far as I
know, the psychology department has the only
program still functioning. As a peer advisor, I
rounded up some current graduate students one
evening to discuss graduate school with prospec-
tive applicants in the department. The turnout
for the event was impressive—30 students

interested in graduate

e PR T L

school showed up, '
and like me, they were
nervous and hope-
ful. If there are this S
many students /
interested in °
grad school in
the psychology
department alone, what about other depart-
ments? Without peer advisors organizing
sporadic Q&A sessions, students who want
to go to graduate school in other disciplines
are truly on their own. An easy step we could
take to help students on their way to graduate
school would be to reawaken the peer-advising
programs in other departments.

I work in a lab with scientists at different
stages in their respective academic careers.

ILLUSTRATION BY CHANNABAO

Luckily, they gave me useful advice, but
for the most part I had to chase down the
resources I needed—and thanks to my spe-
cific situation, [ was able to find them. I can
imagine that students doing more solitary
research, such as in the humanities, must
have an even harder time locating the help
they need.

Another resource I made use of was the
fellowships office because I was applying to
international as well as American programs. If
I had not received feedback on my essays and
applications, there is no way that I could have
successfully completed them by December. It
seems unfair that students applying solely for

American programs do not have

a comparable office of advi-
sors to critique their essays
or help them decide which
professors to ask for recom-
mendations. These sound
like simple tasks, but they
can quickly take over your
life—any help makes a
huge difference. Why
do medical school, law
school, and fellowship
applicants receive
assistance while
those interested
in pursuing a
Ph.D. or a mas-
ter’s do not? They are

no less important and
no less overwhelmed.

I am concerned that

this lack of support
will deter under-
graduates from
applying.
p It is sur-
prising
that there
T is no first
and logi-
cal place at
Columbia
to obtain information about applying to
graduate school. While one must work hard
on one’s own and cannot reasonably expect to
have advisors tailored to applicants in every
conceivable discipline, I am positive Columbia
could do more to help undergraduate students
get into graduate school.

The author is a Columbia College senior
majoring in psychology and anthropology.

Letters to the
Editor

Questions and concerns linger over news
of CC enrollment increase

To the editor:

In response to the March 23 article, “CC
enrollment to grow by 50,” I must ask—should
we be concerned by the measure taken by
Columbia College to deal with the decreased
endowment? Though it has been stressed
again and again that no “irrevocable dam-
age” would be caused by the budget cuts, the
reported measure taken might be interpreted
to mean that our school’s situation is worse
than it admits. Dean Kevin Schollenberger’s
decision to increase the size of the incoming
class of 2013 begs the question of whether
this is the best way to raise revenue for the
College. In a campus that is already bursting
with people, where will 50 more find suitable
housing? As many of the undergraduates are
already discovering, their housing options are

more limited than they had dared to dream,
and adding more people into the mix will
do nothing but worsen the problem. Though
Harmony Hall will now be available to stu-
dents, where will those already living there
go? Furthermore, if CC is expanding the size
of its class of 2013, why isn’t SEAS doing the
same? This one measure will not impact our
lives significantly (will any of us even notice
a greater number of first-years next year?), but
it leaves many questions unanswered.

Claudia Sosa, CC’12
March 31, 2009

Columnist should rethink skewed views
on race and class

To the editor:

As a son of working class immigrants
from Pomona, Calif., I agree that Columbia
lacks “diversity.” However, I found it trou-
bling that Chris Morris-Lent’s sentiments
on diversity as expressed in the March 26,
2009 column “Playing the race card—DPart
I,” springs not from an understanding of

social justice or equality, but from the pre-
sumption that middle class people of color
don’t really count. He presumes to know
why the middle-class daughter of an African
immigrant was accepted (she played the race
card), why she felt entitled to use her “posi-
tion” to her advantage (it would work), and
whether her background shaped her world-
view (it did). Moreover, the people of color
(two African Americans) in this narrative
arise only in relation to Morris-Lent or his
friend (both white middle-class males). The
future beneficiaries of affirmative action are
not the working class students who would
“bring diversity,” but Chris’ friend who longs
for a buddy like the ones he sees on 7he Wire.
This appears to be to be very far from an
“unconventional” examination of affirmative
action. I think Morris-Lent should walk a
couple blocks up on Amsterdam or Broadway,
talk to some folks, and re-think who really
should benefit from affirmative action (or
maybe talk to the middle-class students he
feels are somehow not worthy of it).

Romeo Guzman, Graduate School of Arts

and Sciences
March 26, 2009

Rethinking the War on Drugs

n 2006, the

United States

> witnessed close

i to 800 identifi-

1' ] able drug-related
murders. Since

January 2008,

= 7,000 Mexicans

have died in a bru-

HJ (;) LNLAATNHDAENR tal drug war be-
e tween rival cartels.
REASONABLY InAfghanistan,
RIGHT NATO forces

continue to be
killed and maimed by Taliban insurgents
financed primarily by opium produc-
tion. Following the inception of the War
on Drugs in 1969 , hundreds of billions
of dollars and countless lives have been
poured into an unwinnable enterprise—
one that America must strongly recon-
sider.

Of any tactic employed against orga-
nized crime (and the terrorism it often
supports), legalization is certainly the
most potent and the most controversial.
Currently, the War on Drugs serves to
cut back on supply, thereby inflating
prices and allowing criminals to profit.
If drugs were to be legalized, the gov-
ernment could set the supply such that
prices were too low to make organized
crime profitable, but still high enough
to generate handsome tax revenue—in
other words, it would do exactly what it
does with alcohol and tobacco. This sec-
ond point, taxation, is another key point
in favor of legalization, which is why
states like California are now consider-
ing legislation that would decriminalize
and tax marijuana in order to help reduce
their budget deficits. Production costs for
drugs make up only 4 percent of distribu-

tion value. Given this incredible dif-
ferential, the United States government
could conceivably realize tens of billions
of dollars in tax revenue, not to mention
the additional tens of billions that would
be saved on enforcement.

As the world’s single greatest market
for drugs, it is clear that the United States
has both a moral and strategic responsibil-
ity to aggressively target drug producers
abroad. America has been involved with
Colombia in fighting its drug rebels for
decades, and is now beginning to devote
more resources to helping Mexico combat
its drug cartels. These drug producers are
some of the most vicious and barbaric or-
ganizations in the world, and their threat
to American national security is greater
than terrorism if you just consider the
body count. In order to effectively take on
these groups, the United States needs to
start using the full power of its overt and
clandestine arsenals against them. This
goes beyond just funneling money and
weapons to the Mexican government—it
means having the CIA conduct opera-
tions against the leaders of drug cartels.
Standing alone, these forceful tactics are
likely to have few positive benefits, but in
conjunction with the legalization of drugs
in the United States, they threaten to hit
drug producers on two fronts, cutting
profits while also sending the message that
the United States is still tough on drugs
where it counts.

The final and most difficult issue is
how to manage the domestic consequenc-
es of legalization. I think in this case,
our guiding principle has to be a belief
in the individual’s liberty to choose what
substances he or she takes, in addition
to recognizing that the consequences of
an individual’s choice fall to him or her

alone. The reason most people refrain
from heroin and cocaine is not because
they are illegal, but because they are
dangerous. Educating people to make
responsible choices is the true path to
victory in the War on Drugs, which is
why the current policy is so futile—it has
tricked Americans into believing that the
Drug Enforcement Authority can solve
what is really a parental issue. Moreover,
society should not use free medical treat-
ment and housing to support the habits
of people who make poor choices and
refuse to take steps to end their addic-
tion, such as hardcore heroin addicts.
Those who want to slowly kill themselves
by taking hard drugs will do so regardless
of the legality—the question is whether
we allow them to exist as wards of the
state or simply let nature take its course.
I understand that this opinion may seem
overly callous to many, but we need to re-
alize that drug legalization grants people
liberty, and liberty is a two-way street.
Fundamentally, the current prosecu-
tion of the War on Drugs has failed. It
costs the United States tens of billions of
dollars a year, funds organized crime and
terrorism, and denies citizens the basic
right of control over their own bodies.
The only way for the United States to
move forward on this issue is through a
new policy grounded in economic logic,
individual responsibility, and a willing-
ness to keep America safe from criminals
and thugs at home and abroad. Such
an approach worked with alcohol, and
I steadfastly believe it can work with
drugs.

Jon Hollander is a Columbia college junior major-
ing in economics. Reasonably Right runs alternate
Thursdays. opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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Thousands of coliege
students are addicted
to this kind of pot.

Gambling is a common part of college life, but some
people become addicted to gambling and get into

serious emotional, financial and even legal trouble.

So take precautions to prevent problems. Set a limit
on the time and money you spend gambling

If gambling is causing a problem for you or someone you know, call
the National Problem Gambling Helpline (800.522.4700) for
confidential help 24/7 or goto www.ncpgambling.org
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

FOR SALE NEAR COLUMBIA
2 BR co-op. Sunny, 21st floor, up-
dated EIK. Spacious LR, master BR,
hardwood floors. New fitness center,
indoor and outdoor children’s play-
ground. 24-hr security. B'way & 123
St. Priced to sell by owner: $495K.
No broker fee. Call (212) 280-3707.

APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES.
AlINY and US cities. Browse and post
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or
call 1 (877) 367-7368.

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson.
com. (212) 875-2970.

6 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE
Beautiful, spacious, immaculate co-op
apt located on the southerly side of
124 St betw Park & Lexington Aves.
Newly renov 3 BRs, living room, kitch
and bath. New hardwood floors. 2
entrances to apt. On-site super. Low
maint fees. 3 blocks to Central Pk.
For more info or to view, please call
Brian (212) 831-1368.

SEEK 1 FEMALE for furn BRin 2 BR
garden UWS apt. Share living areas,
laundry with P/T owner-occupant and
small pets. $1300/mo incl utils. Non-
smokers, no pets, clean. Rent/secu-
rity required. (917) 690-5520.
LOVELY RENOV UWS STUDIO with
high ceilings and beautiful hardwood
floors avail for short/long term sublet.
1 block from CU and Riverside Park.
Co-op bldg with laundry, bike room,
live-in super and stunning roof deck
with river views. Please e-mail: reno-
vations_64@yahoo.com

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 3 BR co-
op at 930 St Nicholas Ave. Asking only
$389K. Only 10% down. Motivated sell-
ers! Brand new kitch w/stone tile floors,
maple cabinets and new counter tops.
Gorgeous hardwood floors, high ceil-
ings, windowed kitchen & bath. French
doors. Faces a lovely park. Elevator/
laundry bldg. Convenient to all transp
and close to school. Great as a home
orforinvestors. ckazanecki@elliman.
com

8 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE
Rarely availa sophisticated luxurious
4 BR, 2 bath in immaculate condition
located on southerly side of 137 St
betw B'way & Riverside Dr. Come see
this one-of-a-kind co-op with spacious
layout, 10 ft high ceilings, eat-in-kitch
w/stainless steel appliances and gran-
ite counter tops, master suite w/bath,
hardwood floors, huge living room
w/fireplace. Washer/dryer in unit and
close to transp and shopping on B'way.
20 min walk to CU or 13 min on M4
bus or #1 train. For more info or to view
please call Brian (212) 831-1368.

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
t01799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

CAMPAIGN JOBS TO PROTECT our
civil liberties. $1400-2200/mo. Work
with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc on
behalf of the American Civil Liberties
Union to restore our rights, stop NSA
spying on US citizens, and put an end
to illegal torture and detention. FT/PT/
career. Call Sam (212) 219-1502.

LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST SEEKING P/T
administrative assistant to be respon-
sible for diverse office responsibilities.
A working knowledge of MS Word and
Excel required. Hourly wage based
on experience. Approx 6 hours/week.
Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGO™ MINDSTORMS™
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info
to: mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Want to improve your public speak-
ing skills and have fun doing it? Try
Toastmasters. TIC Toastmasters meets
at 5:45-7:30 pm on 1st & 3rd Wed of
each month at 475 RSD (betw 119th-
120th, enter on Claremont). Visit our
Web site, then visit the club.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING —DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONALEDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea)
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase.
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.
CLEANING
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
RICH FORTUNOFF Book & Tax Prep-
aration Services. Great prices and great
savings for CU. RFortunoff@richfor-
tunoff.com or (212) 678-1065.

THE IVY LEAGUE BROKER

Licensed Real Estate Agent and Co-
lumbia grad available to find you the
perfect apt. Contact Marti Wheat at
mwheat@tregny.com or (646) 300-
7249.
UNDERGRAD & MBAADMISSIONS
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays.
com

SPERM DONORY WANTED

HEALTHY MALES BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18-39

CAN EARN UP TO $150 PER WEEK

Repro Lab, Inc¢.
332 East 30* Street * New York, NY 10016

(212) 779-3988
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From porridge to parathas: breakfast with students from around the world

BY HANNAH LAYMON
Columbia Daily Spectator

Though the pancakes and scrambled
eggs in John Jay’s breakfast array may
seem like standard morning fare to many
Columbia students, the term “breakfast”
often has other associations for interna-
tional students. With a student body as
diverse as Columbia’s, the cafeteria at
brunch-time is frequently filled with chat
ter about international politics and various
cultural customs. But how do international
students’ breakfasts here differ from those
of their home countries?

In many parts of the world, breakfast is
less elaborate than the traditional American
spread of bacon, eggs, cereal, toast, and
orange juice. Breakfast in most Western
European countries consists mainly of
bread. In Wallonia, the southern part of
Belgium, the influence of nearby France
has made the baguette a breakfast staple,
while in the northern city of Flanders,

~— ARTS&ECONOMICS

multigrain bread is more popular. The
bread is frequently buttered and eaten with
hard cheese and cured meats such
as ham and

salami. -

Alternatively,
some people
top their bread
with hagelslag—
chocolate and sug-
ar sprinkles named for
their resemblance to hail-
stones.

'The combination of bread
and cheese is not unique to
Western European breakfast
tables—it is also the center of a
traditional breakfast in Turkey. -
Turkish bread, found as both

loaves and flatbreads, is eaten with

PR o

a sheep’s milk cheese that is similar to
feta, along with tomatoes and black olives.
“Not green, not red, but

/

black,”

explained

Duygu Yilmaz,

CC ’12. "What I

sometimes have on my bread is spicy
Turkish sausages.”

In China, most people buy food from
street vendors instead of making break-
fast at home. “On weekends you might
make your own food,

but that’s rare,”
Amy Xiao, SEAS
’12, said. “The
fact that it’s freshly
cooked is a good in-
centive to go out and
buy food.”
Traditionally, Chinese
breakfast has consist-
ed of a fried pas-
try called you
tiao. Other
popular
dishes
available
»  from
these
vendors
include porridge
and steamed buns with red bean paste.

-

-

o~

But in recent years, the Western practice of
eating bread and milk for breakfast has become
increasingly common in China, as well as cereal
inIndia. Nevertheless, people in northern India
frequently eat parathas, a flatbread that is fried
in butter and often stuffed with vegetables and
cheese. Suji, or semolina, is a dish that is nor-
mally eaten as a dessert but can also be served
at breakfast (either plain or adorned with dried
fruit), accompanied by a cup of tea.

A traditional breakfast in Guatemala
features coffee, beans, and tortillas, often
accompanied by fried plantains, guacamole,
beef; or a fried egg. Further south in Peru,
eggs and steak are common, as well as ta-
males and chicharrones, a pork dish served
with sweet potatoes in onion. “Oatmeal is
common,” Claudia Meza-Cuadra, CC’12,
said. “There’s frequently papaya juice.”

Despite the increasing popularity of
Western, and particularly American, break-
fast foods, this wide range of approaches
to the most important meal of the day
continues to endure.

CU Arts aims for an array of activities despite recession

CU Arts from front page

a few staple programs in the coming year.
But financial strain has not prevented—and
may have even encouraged—Columbia’s
students, staff; and alumni to take advantage
of Al programs. The Ticket and Information

CAAL STATISTICS

Total revenue from membership
donations July-March of FY“09 is up
74% in comparison to July-March
of FY“08.

90% of donating members give
online.

Funds raised during the first half of
the fiscal year have increased 76%
compared to last year.

Center recently sold its one hundred-thou-
sandth ticket, the alumni program has seen
a 74 percent increase in alumni participa-
tion since the beginning of the fiscal year,
and Al staff are preparing to launch a new
program, ArtsLink, in the fall.

But the Arts Initiative must still find
ways to decrease programming expenses.
For the past five years, the program has
introduced itself to the freshman class by
hosting a cultural event in the city dur-
ing orientation week. For the last two
years, this was an exclusive reception at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the
Greek and Roman, Egyptian, and African
galleries. The Al receives extensive exposure
through the event—according to Spector,
the current program manager, 1,932 stu-
dents attended last year. And a student
two years ago enjoyed it so much that her
family donated $35,000—a substantial
portion of the event cost—to the NSOP
Cultural Event program.

But despite previous donations, Spector
reported that this event will be a casualty
of the budget cut. Yet she assured that the
event would be replaced with a (presum-
ably less expensive) alternative, because “it
is vital for us to introduce ourselves to the

incoming class as well as introduce them
to the city.”

Some students, like Larhonde Sealey,
BC 09, expressed disappointment that
the grand introduction will be scaled back
next year. She said that the event introduces
students to an urban culture and “lets them
know that the museum is available to them.”
Sergio Barraza, CC’12, on the other hand,
feels like the Arts Initiative wisely cut the
event. “It was so loud. I couldn’t really ap-
preciate the art; honestly, I felt like it could
have been done in Lerner,” he said.

Another area that will be affected by the
budget cutis the Arts Initiative’s Arts Global
program. Already underway in China—
along with the opening of Columbia’s
global center in Beijing—Arts Global seeks
to work with schools and individual artists
to help connect cultures with one another.
“Tewill still exist in some form—it just may
not be as an ambitious,” Mosher said about
the program’s delay.

While the Arts Initiative hasn’t been
immune to the harsh economic climate,
the Columbia Alumni Arts League has seen
an unprecedented increase in participation
this fiscal year, according to Arts Initiative
associate director for alumni relations and
development Malwina £y$-Dobradin.

CAAL was founded in 2007 to provide
alumni with access to the city’s culture.
Bollinger and his wife Jean give every mem-
ber of the graduating class the opportunity
to sign up for a free one-year membership
to CAAL as a graduation gift. Last year,
3,200 signed up for the membership and
2,400 members of the class of 2009 have
already signed up within the first week of
this year’s enrollment campaign.

After the complimentary first year,
CAAL membership requires a donation of at
least $25 and includes discounts and benefits
associated with over 60 cultural organiza-
tions as well as invitations to CAAL Nighs,
where the Arts Initiative rents out venues
and provides access to special events.

Kristen Sellee, GSAS ’08, is a member
of CAAL and said she enjoys attending the
program events. As a freelance art journal-
istin the city, she appreciates the program’s
commitment to providing cheap tickets. “I
love the e-mails the program sends, but I
would useitalot more if T could purchase
tickets online,” she explained.

Arts Initiative leaders ultimately attri-
bute the program’s success to the service
it provides. According to Mosher, theater
venues want to fill empty seats to create

revenue when ticket sales are down, even
if those seats are not at full price. She
explained that the TIC and CAAL have
been able to continue to provide cheap
access to expensive venues because they
depend heavily on unsold tickets.

But while the TIC has sold more than
100,000 tickets after little more than a
year in existence, as well as to accept
Flex last fall, several students are still
unsatisfied with the service. Farhana
Begum, CC’11, faulted the TIC for di-
minishing attendance of campus events,
especially those held in Lerner. “They

make you buy tickets through the TIC
and charge a $.50 processing fee when
people are much more likely to come,
pay money at the door, and get their
hand stamped,” she said.

Budget cuts will not delay the full
launch of new program ArtsLink
in the fall. AresLink will serve as a
mediator between the classroom and
the city’s cultural events, attempting
to make it easier for professors to
incorporate performances and arts
events into their curricula. Mosher
described ArtsLink as an attempt to

further integrate the program into
the Columbia community and “move
Art’s Initiative more directly in the
direction of Columbia’s teaching and
learning mission.”

While severe budget cuts usually
force a program to narrow its focus,
Arts Initiative administrators maintain
that they have been able to maintain
its direction, continuing to provide the
Columbia community with exclusive
access to the arts. As Spector asserted,
“We’re going to continue down the path
that we’re on now.”

lan Kwok / Staff Photographer

AUDACITY OF ARTS | Despite a decrease in funding, the Arts Initiative has planned a number of new programs to keep
students exploring New York, including a program called ArtsLink that will connect professors to programs in the city.

Author explores the problematic world of the far right side of politics

BY CHRISTOPHER MORRIS-LENT
Columbia Daily Spectator

The word “neoconservative” is like the
word “porn”—people know what it is
and argue for or against it, but few really
know how to define it. Most students at
this liberal university, though, would agree
that sloppy thinking, imprecise language,
and willful ignorance are hallmarks of the
movement. Not understanding neocon-
servatism means they have fallen into the
same trap themselves.

They Knew They Were Right, a new book
by Jacob Heilbrunn, aims to demystify
all things neoconservative. “It’s the first
full-scale effort in some time,” Heilbrunn
said, and it covers everything from the
movement’s genesis in 1930s Trotskyism to
its possible future. It is thorough without
being wordy, learned without being too
academic, and comprehensive without
being needlessly exhaustive.

The title is taken from Anthony Trollope,
though it also resonates with a recent New

THEY KNEW

I WERE

THE
RIGHT

THE NEOCONS

JACOB HEILBRUNN

Courtesy of Random House

NEOCON GAMES | 7hey Knew They Were

Right examines the neocon movement.

Yorker profile of neocon Christopher Hitchens.
Its lame pun points to what has vexed the
neocons opponents over the last few years:
alack of curiosity, and what Heilbrunn calls
an “opportunistic” quality.

But the book is not an attack—it is pas-
sionate without losing objective authority.
Heilbrunn is no friend of the neocons, but
he realizes it is best to let them implicate
themselves. What he reveals is a movement
that is narrow and sometimes egotistic in its
interests. He quotes Norman Podhoretz (“I
think that Jews must once again begin to look
at proposals and policies from the point of
view of Jewish interest”), David Gelernter (I
don’t claim that Saddam [Hussein] resembles
Hitler; I do claim that the world’s indiffer-
ence to Saddam resembles its indifference
to Hitler”), and Irving Kristol (“Sector after
sector of American life has been ruthlessly
corrupted by the liberal ethos”).

The last quotation foregrounds another
facet of the neocons’ creed: it is made in op-
position to its adversaries and is necessarily
opposed to liberalism. In fact, Heilbrunn

argues, the first neocons grew out of liber-
alism. Under President Lyndon Johnson,
affirmative action was supported and fed-
eral spending was spiraling: “It began as
a movement to try and reform liberalism
from within.”

Bur it grew into something far different.
Heilbrunn views the movement as a series
of wars: the fiscal-policy war against the
“War on Poverty,” shifting into the domes-
tic-policy and culture wars, shifting into
the foreign-policy Iraq War. Heilbrunn
sees a degeneration. “This is why I was
scandalized by the Iraq War: it was coun-
terproductive; we ended up becoming our
own worst enemy!”

Neoconservatism often presents itself
as an answer to everything, but Heilbrunn
has an answer for all things neoconserva-
tive. He explains that neoconservatives are
“much more ideological than the traditional
conservatives like [Robert] Gates or [John]
McCain,” and described the movement in
numerous ways: “American nationalism
and crusading Wilsonianism,” “As a family,

with the squabblings and disagreements,”
and “Genghis Khan and Woodrow Wilson
walking hand in hand.”

“There’s a vast corpus of writings on neo-
conservatism that informed me,” Heilbrunn
said. But what differentiates 7hey Knew
They Were Right from other books on the
subject? “T hope it’s more up-to-date. I focus
very much on ethnic and tribal aspects of
neoconservatism,” he said.

Heilbrunn does restrain himself; objecting
to the word “cult” as simply “too harsh.” But
overall, 7hey Knew They Were Right takes a
grim view of the neoconservative movement’s
effects and direction: “Neoconservatism de-
generated from a rather serious intellectual
movement into something opportunistic.”
The fallout? Liberalism will have an iron
grip over Washington for the next two de-
cades, he claims.

It may seem like a bleak future for the
neoconservatives, but they’ve always thrived
on marginalization, real or perceived—which
is why their movement, and Heilbrunn’s
book, are extremely relevant.
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Professors discuss best home

AFRICAN STUDIES from front page

Africanastudies, SIPA Master of International
Affairs candidates may concentrate on regional
studies in Africa, and graduate students in all
programs may work toward a certificate in
African Studies in addition to a separate gradu-
ate degree. Somewhat vaguely, the Institute of
African Studies serves as a meeting point for
all of these scholars.

While numerous professors expressed
contentment with the setup, the division
of resources in a specific topic has triggered
problems at other Columbia institutes. Since
these resources originate in individual depart-
ments, joining them creates combinations that,
though structurally feasible, are philosophi-
cally questionable. For instance, there has been
alarm over the placement of the Institute’s
leader, West African historian Mamadou
Diouf, in the Middle East and South Asia-
focused MEALAC department.

“There is a push across the country to
lump Africa, the Middle East, and Asia,” said
Kim Hall, English professor and director of
Africana Studies at Barnard. This pattern re-
flects the internationalization of university life,
a trend Columbia exemplified with the debut
of its Global Centers in Amman and Beijing
last month. Whereas one group of professors
stresses the importance of understanding the
interaction of world regions, others worry that
a comparative approach—like the one seen in
MEALAC—groups distinct countries and
languages into a monolith and leaves little
room for detailed consideration.

“One should not ignore the risk that this
is to hijack everything African and connect
it with the Middle East,” said philosophy
and French professor Souleymane Bachir
Diagne, acknowledging this danger. Bachir
Diagne, who was educated in Senegal and
teaches French courses on Africa, nevertheless
favors the incorporation of African Studies
into MEALAC because it “is correcting the
colonial situation.”

Traditional schools have long neglected
to identify the strong connections between
Arab North Africa and black West Africa,
which is their shared belief in Islam and the
use of Arabic to record science, literature,
and past events. “In terms of scholarship,

Courtesy of Barnard.edu

Abosede George

one could be an Africanist without knowing
anything about Islam,” he said, explaining
that the division between these two regions
“had rendered the intellectual history of West
Africa totally opaque.”

Abosede George, a professor of African
history at Barnard, commends the breadth
of options in spite of potential risks. “More
programs are better than fewer,” she said,
adding that Columbia could not plausibly
collapse diaspora studies, continental studies,
and American studies into one program.

Reversing a colonial past

Globalizing African studies may do more
than bring Columbia up to speed with its
peer institutions.

“Global studies seems to be an important
element in future reincarnation at Columbia,”
said Diouf, who arrived from the University
of Michigan to reopen and stabilize the
Institute in July 2007 after it underwent
a revolving door of directors, a drop in fi-
nances, and a shutdown in 2006. “We are
not interested in an insular understanding of
African studies.”

Diouf’s comment points to the imperi-
alistic heritage of African studies, a scar of
the past which involved faculty apparently
hope to conceal. African Studies was born
in part with a view to political ends. For ex-
ample, Yale first housed its African language
instruction in the Divinity School, likely for

| v

Courtsy of Barnard.edu
Kim Hall

Courtesy of Barnard.cdu

Serge Gavronsky

Courtesy of Columbia.edu

Mamadou Diouf

Courtesy of Columbia.edu

Souleymane Bachir Diagne

missionary work.

After years of lingering in that vein, the
field came under the umbrella of area studies.
These disciplines emerged during the Cold
War, when the American superpower—es-
tranged from the European partners who
once supplied the White House with aca-
demic knowledge on nations—was pressed
to do its own scrutiny of regions susceptible
to the spread of communism.

Now, as African studies struggles to make
a presence at American universities, its scholars
aim to stray from historical tendencies. Indeed,
the continued view of African scholarship
as an isolated political tool could conjure
bad associations for some. “The colonial
past says that Africa is only valuable in the

resources you can mine out of it,” Hall said.
“The utilitarian idea of Africa does not lend
itself to thinking about Africa as an intel-
lectual resource.”

Stabilizing at Columbia, maintaining
at Barnard

Although founded in the 1950s, a time
when the U.S. government actively endorsed
area studies, IAS currently serves as the launch
pad for expanding the field at Columbia.
Hosting conferences, preserving a library
collection, and handing out certificates, IAS
raises awareness of the Columbia scholars and
researchers whose work concerns Africa.

As much as Diouf wants IAS to spark

for African studies within decentralized structure

communication, it may in fact misrepresent
the unity of the University’s Africanist com-
munity. According to George, many people
with training similar to hers fail to partake
in the collaborative efforts of IAS.

“There are fields that have had people
working on African issues with little aware-
ness of the dialogue among the segments,” she
said. Diouf agreed, citing the “challenge” of
successfully merging constituents from Public
Health, SIPA, Barnard, and the various parts
of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

Yet all aspirations of forming a depart-
ment of African studies such as the ones at
Brown and Howard Universities are what
Diouf called “fetishistic.”

“For the time being, it’s good this way,”
Bachir Diagne said of the current format. “There
are people who make sure that Africa is a big
partof their department,” rather than bonding
together to form a separate department.

Even in Barnard’s well-seated curriculum,
faculty have resisted the conversion from program
to ent—whichwould guarantee Africana
studies tenure-granting and hiring abilities. The
program instead relies on the labor of professors
from other departments, including English,
dance, human rights, and anthropology.

“Barnard is much more integrated,” Hall
said. Africana studies there has a sizable
number of majors each year, is in the midst
of planning a minor, and has its own designa-
tion for courses on Africana subjects.

Diouf does not completely oppose locating
African studies in a more established context.
He and other Columbia professors, along
with the aid of Barnard faculty, have already
submitted a proposal for the development
of a major at Columbia. This would require
students to fulfill core course requirements
and then resort to other departments in order
to fortify their knowledge of a particular area
such as West African politics, oral history, or
Swahili literature.

“The next step is a jointly organized ven-
ture which will enable us to add something
more important,” he said of his intentions
to keep the arrangement interdisciplinary.
“If we all come together, we will have the
full picture.”

Scott Levi can be reached at
scott.levi@columbiaspectator.com

Columbia Ballet Collaborative

at Miller Theatre

Friday, April 3
8:00 pm

Saturday,

8:00 pm

Tickets 512 *» $7 with CUID

Available at the Miller Theatre Box Office
ar online ar www.millertheatre.com/events

Performance is part of Miller Theatre's Columbia Performers Partnership

April 4

Catch up or get ahead this summer!

Summer Session 2009
Session 1: 26 May-25 June | Session 2: 29 June-4 August

* Day/evening classes at two New York City locations

« $650 per credit hour » Credits transfer easily

* Comprehensive course selection

Request a bulletin = Apply online

fordham.edu/summer or call (888) 411-GRAD
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Despite playing No. 1 singles, Makarova remains unsatisfied with position

MAKAROVA from back page

No. 5 and 6 singles, and winning a match
at No. 3 singles against Seton Hall in
straight sets in the spring. Makarova,
however, was not content with her progres-
sion and took it upon herself to improve
over the summer.

“I'was kind of injured freshman year,”
said Makarova, “I was dealing with health
issues from transitioning to college. It was
hard on me. I couldn’t play at the level
was playing at before in juniors.”

Makarova, however had another reason
to train hard over the summer as well.

“My younger sister is a phenomenal
junior player,” said Makarova, “so I have
to stay in really good shape so I can train

and practice with her. I wasn’t playing at
the level of junior tennis and I wasn’t happy
about it. I had to keep up with my sister,
and keep it up in order to feel good on the
court like I did [when playing juniors].”
When Makarova returned to campus
this fall, she came back a tremendously
improved player. Her opponents noticed,
as did head coach Ilene Weintraub, who
constantly cites Makarova as being among
the fictest players on the team.
“Natasha is an extremely self-motivated
player,” said Weintraub. “She is one of the
strongest players I have ever coached, with
a tremendous commitment to her fitness.
She is the fittest player on the team.”
Weintraub praised the effect Makarova’s
work ethic has had on the whole team.

Princeton fires more shots
while limiting CU offense

LACROSSE from back page

less than one minute into the stanza.

Freshman midfielder Kelly Buechel
answered with a goal for the Lions, but
Princeton recorded the next two tallies of
the game. Columbia responded with three
goals of its own, including junior attacker
Brittany Shannon’s 25th and 26th of the
year, but the Lions could never overcome
their early deficit.

With a powerful offense, Princeton
was able to maintain its lead and come

away with the 15-5 victory. The Tigers
outscored the Lions 9-4 in the second
period and scored the last six goals of
the game. Overall, Princeton outshot
Columbia, 32-18.

On the defensive end, sophomore goal-
keeper Erin Tochihara finished with five
saves for the Tigers. Senior goalkeeper Emma
Mintz notched eight saves for the Lions.

Columbia continues conference
play this weekend with a matchup at
Brown. Game time is set for 12 p.m. in
Providence.

“Natasha is an example to the whole
team, with her tremendous improvement.
She shows the team that if they commit,
play hard and with determination, the
results will come. She is a great example
to the team.”

Despite playing No. 1 singles atan Ivy
League school, Makarova is not content
with where she is.

“I've played a lot of matches, but I don’t
have a defining moment,” said Makarova.
“I’'m still not back at the level where I am
comfortable.”

Head coach Weintraub however, is
confident that Makarova will continue
her tremendous rate of improvement.

“If she continues to improve, there is no
telling what she can do,” Weintraub said.

NATASHA MAKAROQVA

Columbia College '11
Major: Biochemistry

COLLEGIATE RECORD:
2009- Singles: 4-8 overall
Doubles: 3-9 overall
2008- Singles: 1-5 overall
Doubles: 2-6 overall

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

-Ranked 2nd in Southern California and 12th

nationally in the G16s category in 2005

-San Diego junior player of the year and most improved in 2006

Stories, past dreams abound in final farewell

COLUMN from back page

true. None of them, except for one:
all the articles you see in this

section, and every Sports section of
the Columbia Daily Spectator, have
been written by all of two writers and
one chimp. They use different pseud-
onyms and trade off whose day it is to
provide all the quotations, but yes, all
of these sports articles have been writ-
ten by one of three primates, no more.
Maybe you are feeling deceived right
now, perhaps justifiably so. I was too,
at first, but then you have to realize
how impressive the sports desk really

is, considering the circumstances.

I had a dream last night. I
dreamed that Columbia bull riding
was a reality, as was a rodeo arena in
Manhattanville. I dreamed that we
had built a 95,000-capacity football
stadium and in it were 17,000 drunk-
en, rowdy Lions fans on a Saturday
afternoon. I dreamed that those same
drunken, rowdy Lions fans would
show up to a basketball game and
invoke more energy and school pride
than a dozen Fordham fans could. I
dreamed that athletes and their fans
were free to smoke the marijuana
like a cigarette in the offseason, and

that Snood was a recognized sport at
this school. I dreamed that my fan
club met closer to where I live than a
darkened overpass in East Harlem. I
dreamed that I never said or did what
I said and what I did to the Brown
women’s fencing squad. I dreamed
that I cured racism.

We could have done great things
together, Columbia University
Athletics. No hard feelings, though.
It’s time for this pony to ride.

Mike Shannon is a Columbia
College senior majoring in sociology.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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The Columbia baseball team
will hit the road for two
doubleheaders this weekend

against Yale and Brown.

TOMORROW

Final installment: a
look back at an era

(q¢ hey won’t hear it
in Washington
next spring

when the cry throughout
the rest of the land is the

joy sound of ‘Play Ball, the
command that remobilizes a
million dreams of pennant,
however fanciful. After 71
years, the vacuum and the
stillness. The Washington
Senators are no more.”

Yeah, I wrote that to
begin my very first column
on the staff of the Columbia
Daily Spectator, back in 2007. Time flies, doesn’t it,
especially when you're having fun. Even when you're
not. Feels like years have passed since I constructed
that perfect lead, a testament to the power of the
written word and its ability, given the right writer, to
puncture that vacant absence of understanding just
when it’s needed the most. Funny how those lines
actually began a column on bull riding, but so they
stand as evidence of my virtuosity as a writer.

And I need that sort of evidence to hang around.
You see, this is the very last installment of “Bad
Newz, Mike.” Sad. I didn’t even let the fan club
know—they’re going to be pissed.

It has been a long and winding road to this point,
which, last time I checked, was unofficially my 322nd
column. It’s true, very few writers have the tenacity
and perseverance to pump out that much tripe for
that long. My articles were very rarely on time, and
they very rarely exceeded the minimum word count
requested by my editors.

Most of my sports columns had very little to do
with sports, even, but that was a conscious deci-
sion. I realized very early on and made it clear to the
rest of the section that I vehemently disagreed with
the utter lack of diversity in subject matter on the
sports page, and I did my darndest to remedy that
situation. I tried, Obama, I really did try, but never
mind all thac—if I am going to leave the Spectator, 1
want to be remembered as that guy who consistently
turned in well-intentioned but disoriented ram-
blings on how to save Columbia athletics. Nothing
more, nothing less.

You know why I took the name “Bad Newz,
Mike?” Yeah that’s right, my three-year-old nephew
was the inspiration. So, you've heard this story before,
huh? Guess you looked it up on my Wikipedia page.
No matter, it’s a cute little story that bears repeating,.

Part of the application process for this cov-
eted sports columnist position was to offer up 10
sample column ideas. Most of my ideas involved
the Spectator footing the bill to send me to exotic
gambling locations, all for good reasons, but I figured
I would be judged a bit better if I added some other
ideas to my list.

I looked to my young nephew for advice on how
to appeal to the less potty-trained readers of the
Spectator sports section. I handed over my page of
news story ideas to young Petrie, and after several
moments of careful consideration, you know what
that punk nephew of mine did? His sole act of “con-
structive criticism” was to write “bad newz” across
the middle of my ideas in licorice-scented marker.
Then he laughed.

Dumb kid didn’t even spell “news” right; he wrote
the ‘W’ backwards. Well, I got him back, anyway.
First things first, I told him the truth about the
Easter Bunny (Who's laughing now, Petrie? How’s
that for “bad newz?”). Second, I got the columnist
position and began writing “Bad Newz, Mike,”
which went on to become the sports column with
the highest reader-to-column ratio in sports column
history. Ever.

But all that has to come to an end. It’s been good,
damn good, but it’s time for me to move on. Before I go,
I'd like to do something that has been regrettably absent
from my many columns, and that is send some props
Spectator’s way. Now, I don’t know how much time you
spend reading other schools” student newspapers, but I
spend a lot of my free time doing just that, and let me
tell you that it is exceeding rare to find student journal-
ism of this caliber. It is all the more amazing that the
Spectator does it five days a week. Honestly, it really
bursts my bee basket when I read all these anonymous
critics on Bwog (please QuickSpec me, please) and mes-
sage boards throwing around all this nonsense, blind
criticism, and unsubstantiated rumors.

Right here and now, I’d like to set the record
straight and say that none of those rumors are

SEE COLUMN, page 8

The Columbia track and field
team will be competing in
the Princeton Distance
Classic Friday and Saturday.

SPORTS
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Women’s lacrosse falls to seventh-ranked Princeton

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia lacrosse team added
afourth game to its losing streak with a
15-5 defeat at seventh-ranked Princeton
on Wednesday night. The Lions (5-4, 0-3
Ivy) had their lowest offensive output of
the season, while the Tigers (8-1, 2-0)
cruised to victory behind 15 tallies.

Princeton struck first with a goal
by senior attacker Christine Casaceli
after less than three minutes of play.
Columbia responded just a few minutes
later, as senior midfielder Rachael Ryan
found the back of the net to knot the
score. Senior attacker Holly Glynn was
credited with the assist.

The Lions could not keep pace
with the Tigers for long, however.
Princeton racked up five more goals
in the period to take a 6-1 halftime
lead. The Tigers did not let up in the

second half, scoring their seventh goal

File photo
TOUGH LOSS | Lacrosse had its worst offensive showing of the season, scoring a season-low five goals against a tough Tigers defense.

SEE LACROSSE, page 8

Nationally ranked in high school,
Makarova plays with determination

Sophomore Makarova
overcomes injury-plagued

HARD TRAINING | In order to
maintain her speed, Makarova
spent much of the summer im-
proving her fitness, which was
immediately evident to both
her opponents and coaches.

freshman year

BY KUNAL GUPTA et
Spectator Senior Staff Writer i

Natasha Makarova is a player who is always File photo

improving.

From her days as a junior tennis player in San
Diego to her still-short time as a player for the \
women’s tennis team, Makarova has improved [
her game every step of the way. Named the | %
most improved player in San Diego in 2006, ;
and jumping from the bottom of the lineup ~ /
to No. 1 singles this season, Makarova is
unquestionably a rising star.

Makarova, a sophomore, devel-
oped her love for tennis from her
mother, Luda, who was quite an
accomplished tennis player her-
self. Luda was the No. 1 singles
player in the Soviet Union and
played on the 1982 Soviet Union
Federation Cup team. Makarova,
however, was not initially drawn
to the sport.

“I started in group lessons
when I was 10,” said Makarova,
“and not competitively. After a
certain while, it got integrated
and [ started playing in a little
competition and I was kind of
successful. I don’t know what changed
but I hated it when I started, definitely not love
at first sight.”

Gradually, Makarova began to play more and more
tennis, and by the time she was in high school, her ability
had placed her on the national stage. Makarova was the
CIF San Diego champion in 2006, and had previously been
the second ranked girls tennis player in the tennis hotbed
of southern California. Her national ranking in 2005
had risen to as high as 12. The sacrifices she made to
achieve this success were tremendous.

“It was a huge commitment,” said Makarova
of the junior tennis circuit, “but I loved play-
ing junior tennis. It was tiring because
you had to go away every weekend. We
would drive all over, and most of
your friends came from junior
tennis. I gave up my so-
cial life in high school.
Everyday after school,

I spent more hours at

the tennis center than I .

did at home, unless I was il
* P
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sleeping. I wouldn’t
even stop at home, I
would go directly to tennis.”

The rigorous routine extended be-

yond the school year.
“Summers were strictly tennis,” Makarova
continued. “During the summers we would practice five hours
a day”
Makarova’s commitment to the game offered her a variety of
options when it came to her future.

“I didn’t really ever consider going professional,” said Makarova,
“those players that are [planning on going pro] play more of the
international circuit. When I was in high school, my goal was
probably to get a full ride to a school.”

Fortunately for the Lions, Makarova found out about
Columbia, and made an official visit to the campus.

“It’s hard to say why exactly I came to Columbia,” said
Makarova, “but when I came on my official visit, something

about the campus just felt right. I was also a big fan of Ivy

League academics, and my family originally lived in Montreal,

so I missed the cold weather. It seems foolish now, but I wanted
to go somewhere where it was colder.”

As soon as Makarova arrived on campus in the fall of 2007,
however, she met with a bit of a surprise. She was recruited
by Rob Kresberg, who stepped down from the position dur-

ing that summer. Makarova said that she struggled at first to
adjust to the college game, which varied greatly from the junior
ranks with which she was so familiar.

“It was a hard transition,” continued Makarova. “In junior

tennis you would have a couple of easy matches to get comfortable
with the tournament and the setting and it would get progressively
harder, but in college all of the players are so tough there’s no easy
wins. You have to be on every single day, there no room for injury,
or not feeling your shots.
Makarova had a solid freshman season, playing primarily at

#

SEE MAKAROVA, page 8

Columbia softball to face Marist in doubleheader

File photo
BATTER UP | The last time the Columbia softball team faced Marist, it lost

both games of a doubleheader. Tomorrow the Lions seek better results.

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia softball team will take a break
from Ivy action when it heads to Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., on Thursday to play a doubleheader against
Marist. The Lions are coming off a disappointing
weekend, during which they dropped three of their
first four conference games.

The Light Blue opened its
Ivy campaign with a splitagainst
Harvard on Saturday. Columbia
dropped the first game of the
series 1-0, but was able to take
the second by ascore of 2-0. This
victory was due in large part to
the excellent performance of
pitcher Maggie Johnson, who
not only shut down the Crimson [
offense, but also put the Lions
on the board in the bottom of the fourth inning
with a two-run homer.

Softball
Preview

Columbia was not as successful against
Dartmouth on Monday, as they dropped both
games of the doubleheader. In the first game,
the Big Green triumphed 8-1 due to an offensive
surge during the first two innings. While the
second game was closer, the Lions were still
not able to produce the offense necessary for
victory, and fell 3-1.

The Red Foxes are also coming off a disap-
pointing series, having dropped both games
against Albany on Tuesday in two close contests.
During the first game, the Red Foxes led the
Great Danes 5-2 going into the fifth inning,
but Marist’s pitching staff gave up three runs
in the fifth, tying the game. An error by Marist
in the top of the sixth allowed Albany to score
the winning run.

The second game of the series also resulted
in a one-run victory for the Great Danes, who
beat the Red Foxes 2-1. Albany scored in the first
inning due to a field error by Marist and did not
relinquish the lead for the rest of the game.

So far this season, Columbia and Marist have
only had two common opponents, Fairleigh
Dickinson and Army. The Red Foxes only faced
Fairleigh Dickinson once, falling 3-1 to the Knights
on March 8. The Lions have faced FDU twice,
losing the first matchup on March 19 by a score
of 5-4, but triumphing on March 26, 4-2.

On March 11, Marist split a doubleheader with
Army, dropping the first decision to the Black
Khnights 3-2, but winning the second game 3-1.
The Light Blue defeated Army 4-2 on March 15
during the Rebel Spring Games.

The only other Ivy squad Marist has faced
so far this season is Yale. The Red Foxes came
away with a split, winning the first game of the
doubleheader 3-2, but dropping the second game
to the Bulldogs 4-1.

Columbia hasn’t played Marist since the 2006
season, when they lost both games of a doubleheader
by scores of 5-1 and 13-8. The Lions will hope for
better results this time around when they face off
against Marist today at 3 p.m.



