
BY ALEXA DAVIS 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer
 
Columbia College and the 

School of Engineering and Applied 
Science admitted 9.82 percent of 
all applicants to the prospective 
class of 2013, which will yield 
its most selective undergraduate 
class yet.

In accordance with recent 
trends, SEAS increased its selec-
tivity this year, admitting 14.42 
percent of applicants, about three 
percent fewer than last year’s 17.6 
percent. On the other hand, the 
College was slightly less selective, 
as 8.92 percent of students were 
admitted, proportionately slightly 
more than last year’s 8.71 percent. 
Th e College also saw an enroll-
ment increase of 50 students for 
the upcoming year, which allows 
for a slight decrease in selectivity 
in the admissions process.

“I remain impressed by the 
caliber of each student admit-
ted to the class of 2013,” Jessica 
Marinaccio, dean of admissions, 
said in a statement.

The number of applications 
received this year reached a record 
high of  25,428, an increase of 13 
percent from last year’s 22,584-stu-
dent applicant pool. SEAS received 
4,154 applications for admission, 
up 20 percent from last year’s 3,465. 
Th e College received 21,274 applica-
tions, an 11 percent increase from 
last year’s 19,117. Administrators 
have suggested that the increase 
in applications during a fi nancial 

crisis can be attributed to last year’s 
fi nancial aid enhancements.

A slew of admissions offi  cers—
including the self-styled “Captain 
Columbia,” a middle-aged man 
wrapped in a light blue Columbia 

fl ag—escorted thick and thin en-
velopes into a UPS truck. Th ey 
gathered ecstatically on a sunny 
College Walk at around 3:30 p.m. 
on Monday, posing for pictures as 
they saw envelopes off  to the homes 

of regular decision applicants in all 
50 states and in 78 countries.

Standing by the truck, 
Marinaccio  boasted that those se-
lected “represent the diversity of 
voice and experience” valued at 
Columbia. “Th e fact that we were 
able to admit more students this year 
opened the door to more qualifi ed 
applicants,” she added, referring to 
the recently announced increase 
in class size. She stressed that all 
admissions of applicants from the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico 
are need-blind. 

Vice President for Arts and 
Sciences Nicholas Dirks  said in an 
interview last Th ursday that aug-
menting the class size would result 
in a modest but signifi cant increase 
in revenues for the University, which 
in January announced a 15 percent 
drop in the performance of its port-
folio over a six-month period. Dirks 
estimated that the increase would 
amount to around $1 million after 
accounting for costs such as renova-
tions to Harmony Hall.  He stressed 
that the admissions decisions for 
the additional students would be 
need-blind, adding that there is 
no news of a tuition increase yet. 
He explained that according to 
University research, the propor-
tion of students paying full tuition 
among the new additions would 
remain about the same, allowing the 
University to retain its need-blind 
admissions policy.

Joy Resmovits  contributed 
reporting to this article.

news@columbiaspectator.com

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM 
Spectator Staff Writer

In a break from highly pub-
lic appearances, such as recent 
rallies on Low Steps, the newly 
formed Columbia Palestine 
Forum met with administrators 
Monday afternoon behind the 
closed doors of a Lerner Hall 
conference room.

Representatives of the group 
met with Dean of Student 
Affairs and Associate Vice 
President for Undergraduate 
Life Kevin Shollenberger, Dean 
of Columbia College Austin 
Quigley, Vice President for Arts 
and Sciences Nicholas Dirks, 
and Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs Todd Smith to begin 
meetings with the  group over 
its list of demands regarding 
Palestinian rights.

Administrators did not 
permit reporters to attend the 
meeting since they considered 
it an advising session, and ac-
counts reported here have been 
gathered through interviews 
with students. According 
to several group members,

administrators and student rep-
resentatives discussed plans to 
have further meetings concern-
ing the group’s demands as well 
as the prospect of future col-
laborative efforts. But there was 
little talk of concrete action on 
the part of the University.

“There was no negotiating 
over particular demands, but 
more of a negotiating about 
how we would move forward,” 
group member Aaron Winslow, 
a Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences  first-year, said. “They 
weren’t ready to sign on to any-
thing.”

The Columbia Palestine 
Forum, whose leaders had 
participated in January ra l-
lies organized by the group 
Columbia Communit y in 
Standing with Gaza, launched 
a campaign in early March 
in an ef fort to gather sup-
port for Pa lest inian rights 
to education and self-deter-
mination. They released a 
list of demands that ca lled 
on the University to grant 

BY JOY RESMOVITS 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

“Th e words of my mother be-
came instilled in my head. ‘You can 
be the next Kang Tongbi. ’” 

This sentence, penned by a 
Barnard College applicant, in-
spired Barnard President Debora 
Spar  to organize and moderate the 
College’s fi rst ever symposium in 
China, titled Women Changing 

China.  Tongbi, BC 1909, was 
Barnard’s fi rst Chinese student and 
an advocate against foot binding. 
Th e Beijing event, which marked 
her centennial and was held on 
March 19, featured well-known 
Chinese women as panelists such 
as English professor and women’s 
advocate Wu Qing,  novelist Geling 
Yan,  Chinese-American fi lmmaker 
Ruby Yang,  and media entrepre-
neur Yang Lan. 

Panelists focused on the chang-
ing roles of women in China. 
According to a transcript of the 
event provided by Barnard, Lan 
called Tongbi “the fi rst Chinese 
woman who was enrolled at 
Barnard—probably the fi rst woman 
to receive Western higher educa-
tion—100 years ago when most 
Chinese women were locked in-
doors at home with bound feet.” 
She said that, through the surveys 
she conducted on women’s employ-
ment in China, she had discovered 
that 70 percent of Chinese women 
would be willing to work even if it 
was not a fi nancial necessity. She 
added, though, that many women 
have reported feeling mounting 
pressures during the global eco-
nomic crisis.

Qing,  an activist whom Spar 
called “the real deal” in a phone 
interview on Monday, spoke of the 
diff erences between today’s women 
and those of Tongbi’s generation 
but called for further change. “I 
think, for me, because I have more 
white hairs, I have experienced so 
many political movements, I’ve 
gone  through so many things,” 
she said. “I see people suff er. Or
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Indie singer-songwriter 
Anthony da Costa  fi nds 
time between high school 
and recording his new 
untitled album to perform at 
Postscrypt . 

Da Costa rocks out in 
St. Paul’s basement

A&E, page 3

Columnist Nicole Winter  
scathes the Core Curricu-
lum,  accusing Columbia of 
cultural supremacism  and a 
double standard on diversity.

Hardcore bigotry

Opinion, page 4

Strong starting pitching 
helped Columbia sweep 
Harvard  on Saturday, but a 
pair of rough starts doomed 
the Lions in Sunday’s twin 
bill with Dartmouth .

Pitching making the 
diff erence for baseball

Sports, page 8

Open obsession for TV  is 
hard to come by on campus, 
but thanks to the Internet, 
many Columbia students 
fi nd themselves secretly 
blogging  online to fi ll their 
TV void. 

Blogs from CU’s 
underground

A&E, page 3

Follow the laughter, the tears, 
and the hilarity that is the 
Columbia housing game right 
at our blog, Th e Shaft. What 
will the Columbia housing 
gods grace you with this 
time?

Theshaft.specblogs.com Applicant pool reaches record high, 9.82 percent admitted 
CU student 
appointed 

to CB7 

CC, SEAS ’13 most selective class ever

SUITE SELECTION DAY 2

Follow the Campus Housing series in print and online at theshaft.specblogs.com for tips, tricks, and the word on who’s getting shafted.

BC President Spar  forges ties in China

Courtesy of Barnard College
WOMEN CHANGING CHINA  |  Th e event featured panelists, from left to right, 
Debora Spar,   Geling Yan,  Yang Lan,  Ruby Yang,  and Wu Qing. SEE GAZA, page 2SEE CHINA, page 6

BY MAGGIE ASTOR 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer
 
Th e Upper West Side’s  local 

Community Board 7  will meet 
a fresh face on Wednesday when 
Columbia student and native New 
Yorker Louis Cholden-Brown, 
GS/JTS, begins his two-year 
term as a board member.

Cholden-Brown, a student in 
the double-degree program at the 
School of General Studies  and the 
Jewish Th eological Seminary,  was 
appointed by Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer to the 
position last Saturday following a 
lengthy application process.

Cholden-Brown previously 
interned for 18 months in the 
offi  ce of City Council member 
Gale Brewer, who represents the 
Upper West Side, where he began 
to develop his political voice.

“I got very interested in com-
munity affairs and in working 
with my neighbors and the con-
stituents in the community,” he 
said. “I started to notice not that 
the youth voice was stif led, but 
that there really was no one of 
a young age involved in these 
things.”

Cholden-Brown said that his 
American Urban Politics course, 
taught by Barnard professor 
Flora Davidson, was a moti-
vating factor during the board 
application process.

“Louis mentioned this earlier 
in the term, and I’m delighted 
that he has been appointed,” 
Davidson wrote in an e-mail. 
“He is one of the top students 
in the class.”

Cholden-Brown said that he 
hopes to focus his eff orts on edu-
cation reform, particularly “the 
need for more schools, more seats, 
and more classes,” though he has 
not yet received his committee 
assignments.

“Th ere’s a lot of development 
in the community that’s going 
to bring more families into it, 
which exacerbates the need to 
take a long and serious look at 
how our school system is serving 
our kids,” he said.

Cholden-Brown said he in-
tends to go from GS/JTS to grad-
uate school for a degree in urban 
policy or public administration, 
and he ultimately hopes to work 
in the public sector.

The constituent region of 
Community Board 7 extends 
along the Upper West Side from 
110th Street down to West 59th 
Street.

Maggie Astor can be reached 
at maggie.astor@

columbiaspectator.com.

Palestine Forum meets 
with administration

Linda Carrion  / Senior Staff  Photographer 

SENDING OUT THE WORD  |  Admissions offi  cials gathered on College Walk  on Monday afternoon to send off  admissions packets to applicants to 
Columbia College and the School of Engineering and Applied Science.  Taken together, the CC/SEAS class of ’13 is the most selective ever.

EC Exclusion Suites: 47 rooms
Watt one-bedroom: 11 rooms
Watt studio doubles: 51 rooms
Claremont three-person: 2 rooms
Claremont fi ve-person: 1 room
Claremont six-person: 1 room
Claremont seven-person: 10 rooms
Woodbridge A line: 2 rooms
Woodbridge B line: 6 rooms
Woodbridge D line: 7 rooms
Woodbridge E line: 5 rooms
Woodbridge F line: 6 rooms
Woodbridge G line: 6 rooms
Woodbridge I line: 6 rooms
Woodbridge J line: 5 rooms
Woodbridge L line: 7 rooms
Ruggles fi ve-person: 5 rooms
Ruggles six-person: 1 room
Ruggles eight-person (with three 
doubles): 12 rooms
Ruggles eight-person (with two 
doubles): 2 rooms
Ruggles four-person (with two 
RAs): 3 rooms
Ruggles fi ve-person (with RAs): 
2 rooms

What remains from day 
one of suite selection
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QUOTE OF THE DAY HOW TO REACH US
Have a question? Criticism? News tip? 
You can contact us directly by e-mailing 
info@columbiaspectator.com.

CORRECTIONS
In an article that ran in the Monday 30 edition 
of the Spectator, DCPI spokesman John Buthorn 
was incorrectly identified as John Budick.

For general comments or questions 
about the newspaper, please write to the 
editor-in-chief and managing editor at 
editor@columbiaspectator.com.

GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Columbia Spectator
2875 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York City, NY 10025
info@columbiaspectator.com
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555 
Editorial Fax (212) 854-9611
Business (212) 854-9550 
Business Fax (212) 854-9553

For more information about the Columbia Daily 
Spectator and editorial policies, visit http://www.colum-
biaspectator.com/about. For more information about 
advertising visit http://spc.columbiaspectator.com/.

The Indian Constitution
Chief Justice P.N. Bhagwati will give 
a judicial lecture about the provisions 
of the Indian Constitution and his 
strategy of Public Interest Litigation for 
the enforcement of basic human rights. 

Jerome Green Hall, 5 p.m.

EVENTS — MARCH 31

Columbia Climate Center launch
Jeffrey D. Sachs, director of the 
Earth Institute, and entrepreneur 
Ted Turner will lead a discussion 
on the climate challenge in con-
junction with the public launch of 
the Columbia Climate Center. 

Low Library, Rotunda, 4 p.m. 

“There was no financial 
aid for them [Chinese 
students who attended a 
Beijing symposium], and 
it breaks my heart.”

—BC President Debora Spar

March 31, 2009PAGE

Despite skepticism,  location and format make LLC popular with underclassmen
BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

When Charlie Lopresto, CC 
’12, and his suitemates decided 
to cook together in their Hartley 
kitchen one weekend night, the 
dinner far surpassed what one 
would expect from a typical col-
lege meal. Surrounded by his ten 
suitemates and seated before a table 
of fresh bread, pies, and a host of 
side dishes, Lopresto tucked into 
a true Thanksgiving feast.

“It  wa s a 
great experi-
ence—and a 
br e a k  f rom 
J o h n  J a y,” 
Lopresto said. 
“To have the 
option to cook 
and be with 
your friends 
and sha re a 
good meal, it’s a really nice thing 
to have.”

Lopresto’s experience may em-
body the Living Learning Center’s 
purpose—the formation of a tight-
knit community within the resi-
dential halls. But as more students 
apply to the LLC for reasons ap-
parently unrelated to the program’s 
original goals, the mission itself 
continues to provoke skepticism, 
as it has since the program’s incep-
tion in 2000.

The LLC was established in 
2000, becoming the only all-class 
integrated residential community 
at Columbia University. It was 
built with the goal of providing 
what the Office of Residential 
Programs calls “a unique residen-
tial opportunity for students of all 
four years,” allowing students of 
all grade levels to learn from one 
another’s experiences within an 
intimate living community. 

For those accepted, the LLC of-
fers a range of programming, from 
alumni dinners to discussion series 
as well as recreational events for 
students such as ice skating trips. 
Through these programs, the LLC 

aims to foster strong relationships 
between students residing in the 
dorms and among students, resi-
dential staff, and faculty.

But according to some students, 
who are generally happy to live in 
the LLC, participation in these 
programs is minimal, drawing 
questions as to whether the LLC is 
accomplishing its intended purpose. 
In 2001, a year after the founding 
of the LLC program, Spectator re-
ported that “from the day it was 
announced last spring, the Hartley-
Wallach Living Learning Center 
has been controversial” and that 
LLC residents remained puzzled 
as to the program’s actual purpose 
beyond its guaranteed favorable 
housing. These questions are still 
being raised today, as students’ 
motives for applying stray from 
the LLC’s mission of providing 
its residents with valuable learning 
experiences.

According to the Office of 
Residential Programs, the LLC 
has seen a consistent and substantial 
increase in applications since 2007 
with applications nearly doubling 
in the past two years. But rather 
than seeking LLC programming, 
many students apply to live in the 
Center for its prime location and 
as a means of evading the hous-
ing lottery.

“It’s definitely a way out for ris-
ing sophomores,” Alen Trubelja, 
SEAS ’11, said. “I guess it’s pretty 
well known that sophomore hous-
ing is the worst just because all 
freshmen are housing in the im-
mediate center.”

Others agreed, citing LLC’s 
single rooms and suites as a highly 
desirable combination.

“Frankly, I really just wanted a 
single and I liked the idea of liv-
ing in a suite with my friends and 
living with other people,” Annie 
Minoff, CC ’11, said. “All of the 
other programs were an added bo-
nus, but that didn’t really attract 
me to the program.”

In fact, several students said that 
LLC’s events are sparsely attended, 

as the events often conflict with 
students’ daily schedules.

“I think the events are really 
cool, but I haven’t been able to take 
advantage because they’re on week-
days,” Jason Sun, CC ’12, said.

“The programs are pretty much 
nonexistent,” Lopresto said. “People 
think you have to do LLC events. 
It’s really just a place to live.”

But while the programs and 
events may not promote a great 
deal of camaraderie among resi-
dents, the LLC may be succeeding 
nonetheless. Students point to the 
suite-style living of the LLC as a 

means of fostering the close-knit 
relationships that the program 
seeks to create.

“The LLC has the reputation 
of being antisocial, which I don’t 
think is true,” Minoff said. “You 
would never have that sense of 
community in a hall that you do 
in a suite. I think a lot of it has to 
do with having a kitchen—people 
come together.”

Sun agreed, pointing out that 
the suites contain rooms where 
students can mingle.

“I think that within a suite, if 
you have a group of people who 

are willing to hang out in the liv-
ing room for a little, it does build 
close friendships within the suite,” 
Sun said.

“What I’m grateful for is that 
the people I’m friends with now, 
I never would have been friends 
with if they weren’t in my suite,” 
Trubelja said.

Regardless of students’ rea-
sons for applying to the LLC, the 
administration has said that the 
program maintains its popular-
ity, as students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni continue to report on the 
program’s benefits.

“Over the past several years, 
f irst-year students have in-
creasingly selected the Living 
Learning Center as one of their 
top housing preferences,” director 
of residential programs Cristen 
Scully Kromm said. “Through 
the leadership of Scott Helfrich 
and his student staff, residents 
are actively connected to students 
from all four classes, faculty, staff 
and alumni through an array of 
programmatic initiatives that 
enrich our students’ residential 
experience.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION  |  Many students remain unconvinced that the LLC’s programming is useful in bringing together students from 
all classes. But the program has remained popular due to its central location on campus and its abundance of suites with single rooms.

SGB denies recognition to 
South Asian student group

BY LIZA WEINGARTEN
Spectator Staff Writer

The Student Governing 
Board held a town hall meeting 
Monday night to vote on new 
student group recognition and 
changes to the SGB constitu-
tion as well as to elect its new 
governing board.

The student-run SGB doles 
out money to political, religious, 
activist, and humanitarian stu-
dent groups. Groups wishing to 
receive funding through SGB 
must f irst secure recognition 
by making their case to exist-
ing groups.

During Monday’s session, 
SGB voted to approve Saving 
Mothers Research Team and 
R e spon s ib le  Endow ment s 
Coalition but turned down a 
measure to recognize Awaaz: 
The Voice of South Asia.

The Responsible Endowments 
Coalition, an arm of a national 
organization, works to foster so-
cial and environmental change 
at universities. At Columbia, 
the group will lobby for invest-
ments in ethical companies and 
causes.

The Saving Mothers Research 
Team focuses on preventing 
complications during child-
birth in developing countries. 
The group, also part of a na-
tional organization, would raise 
funds to send birthing kits to 
countries such as Sierra Leone, 
which has the highest maternal 
morbidity rate in the world, 
according to the World Health 
Organization. 

The requirements for gain-
ing SGB group recognition are 
detailed. Groups must submit a 
cover letter, a constitution, and 
a letter of intent outlining their 
goals and the potential benefits 
of recognition. The group must 
then make a short presentation 

to members of the SGB, who 
decide whether ot not to rec-
ommend recognition.

But the f inal decision on 
recognition is made at meet-
ings like Monday’s in which the 
groups advertise their goals to 
those present.

Attendees can overturn SGB’s 
recommendation with a two-
thirds majority, but Monday’s 
meeting did not produce such 
an outcome, and the SGB rec-
ommendations followed. The 
meeting voted to recognize 
Saving Mothers Research Team 
and Responsible Endowments 
Coalition, but Awaaz: The Voice 
of South Asia, which had not 
been recommended by SGB, was 
not recognized. SGB members 
said they felt that the group, 
which produces a publication 
on issues in South Asian activ-
ism, would be better suited for 
recognition by the Activities 
Board at Columbia, which usu-
ally funds publications.

Attendees also elected a new 
executive board for the 2009-
2010 academic year. Devora 
Aharon, CC ’10 and newly elect-
ed SGB chair, ran unopposed 
but still assured students of her 
qualif ications in her speech.

“I know the needs of students 
who are trying to fulf ill these 
[SGB’s] types  of missions,” 
Aharon, an active member of 
the Columbia/Barnard Hillel, 
said. “I’m really excited to be 
serving as your chair next year 
and to help continuing to fur-
ther your goals.”

Also running unopposed was 
newly elected Vice Chair Lisa 
Weber, CC ’11 and a member 
of Scientists and Engineers for a 
Better Society. Weber promised 
in her speech that “together we 
can make a difference ... one SGB 
superhuman effort at a time.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Palestine Forum students request more meetings
a number of annual scholar-
ships for Palestinian students 
to attend Columbia, to part-
ner with and provide aid to 
a Pa lest inian university, to 
fully disclose its budget and 
endowment in order to ascer-
tain that tuition money is not 
being used “to violate people’s 
human rights,” and to issue a 
formal statement of support 
for the Pa lestinian right to 
self-determination.

Since then, Shollenberger 
contacted the group via e-
mail last week to arrange a 

meeting between group rep-
resentatives and administra-
tors. The administration had 
previously recognized the im-
portance of meeting with the 
group, stating in an off icia l 
Universit y response to the 
Columbia Pa lest ine Forum 
that “Columbia Universit y 
remains committed to a civil 
dia logue that is an essentia l 
va lue of university life.”

“It’s good for us to hear 
more about what they’re trying 
to accomplish,” Shollenberger 
told Spectator in a brief inter-
view later Monday afternoon. 
“It’s clear that there has to be 

a subsequent series of meet-
ings.”

Group members said that, 
a long with regular meetings 
between the group and the ad-
ministration, administrators 
agreed to help the group f ind 
resources including names, 
committees, and places on 
campus where they would be 
able to strengthen their case 
through further research.

“They [the administ ra-
tors] made the point that the 
University is such a decentral-
ized place,and that what they 
can do is direct us to the vari-
ous channels to attain what 

we want,” group member Ali 
Boggs, BC ’09, said.

Group members acknowl-
edged that while this f irst talk 
with administ rators was a 
milestone, it was only the start 
of a long-term process.

“This i s just the begin-
ning,” group member Akua 
Gyamerah, Mailman School 
of Public Hea lth ’10, sa id. 
“Having this meeting reaf-
f irmed our campaign and our 
demands, and we’re going to 
continue to build so we can 
move this faster.”

news@ 
columbiaspectator.com

Harlem hit hard by rising unemployment rates
BY SAM LEVIN

Spectator Staff Writer

While the steep uptick in 
unemployment rates is felt na-
tionwide, Harlem is grasping 
for signs of hope in a time when 
layoffs are common and the 
only certainty is an uncertain 
future.

According to the New York 
State Department of Labor, the 
citywide unemployment rate rose 
from 5.3 percent to 7.3 percent 
from January 2008 to January 
2009. Neighborhood statistics 
are not yet available for 2009, 
but Harlem’s unemployment 
rate is typically double the city’s 
average, reaching 18.7 percent in 
Community Districts 9 and 10 
and 17.1 percent in District 11 
in 2008. And while job seekers 
can turn to nonprofit organiza-
tions for help finding work, these 
organizations are struggling to 
meet the overwhelming demand 
for their services.

For communities hit hard by 
the recession, there is little good 
news in the short term. “The 
pace of job losses will continue 
to increase at least into spring,”  

James Brown, labor market ana-
lyst for the state’s Department 
of Labor, said.

He added that Harlem is 
uniquely vulnerable to the con-
tinually deepening recession. 
“Unemployment rates are of 
course closely tied to other fac-
tors, such as education and lan-
guage barriers, and in regions 
where there are less high school 
diplomas, for example, the un-
employment rates will inevitably 
be higher.”

William Franc Perry III, chair 
of Community Board 10, noted 
that “All ages and every seg-
ment of the population is being 
affected, whether it is young 
people out of college, off ice 
workers, maintenance staff, or 
taxicab drivers.”

Perry said he has witnessed 
the downturn firsthand, adding 
that “more and more people are 
coming to the community board 
office with résumés, looking 
for jobs.”

Jill Poklemba, director of 
communications and develop-
ment at STRIVE, a nonprofit 
unemployment program based 
in East Harlem, said that her 

clients are facing challenges 
they have not seen in the past.

“We have always served the 
hardest to employ incarcerated, 
disconnected youth, all those 
with barriers to work. Now, the 
competition for entry-level jobs 
is stiffer. They are competing 
against overqualified workers 
who have lost their jobs,” she 
explained.

Nonetheless, Poklemba said 
that a focus on vocational train-
ing, specifically in the emerging 
green sector, helps their clients 
stand out in such a competitive 
job market.

“We are teaching them to 
think outside of the box, out of 
their comfort zone, how they can 
make themselves more employ-
able,” Poklemba said, emphasiz-
ing the “hard skills training” 
offered in their new programs 
that provide opportunities in 
such industries as green con-
struction and technology.

St i l l, organizat ions l ike 
STRIVE are forced to face the 
recession alongside their unem-
ployed clients. “No neighbor-
hood was expecting this, and 
a lot of agencies are nonprofits 

and are not well equipped,” Perry 
said, adding that his board is 
likely to face budget cuts.

For Community Board 9, 
Chair Pat Jones said that the 
first step has been to host discus-
sions that “bring the buyers and 
sellers together,” citing progress 
at several recent meetings de-
signed to help Harlem residents 
understand the dynamics of 
city employment and stimulus 
money.

Brown predicted that fed-
eral funds invested in city con-
struction would recharge the 
job market, though he added 
that as a “lagging indicator,” 
the employment citywide may 
continue to drop for the fore-
seeable future.

In the midst of these alarm-
ing developments, New Yorkers 
are falling back on their com-
munities for support. “We will 
do what we have traditionally 
done in Harlem, which is to 
come together across socioeco-
nomic lines. We are a creative 
and thriving neighborhood, 
and we are going to survive,” 
Perry said. 

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Before 
Bush 
left 

office, Oliver 
Stone’s W pre-
miered, films 
like Rendition 
and Stop-Loss 

maligned 
his policies, 
and a British 
filmmaker re-
leased a mock 

documen-
tary about 

an imagined 
assassination of poor George.

The response time for political film-
making has hit a manic pace. The goal 
of these hyper-quick artistic responses 
to current events is to garner relevance. 
Releasing a film as soon as possible 
after the events it details, as the logic 
suggests, will give its critical perspec-
tive more credibility. Perhaps this 
rapidity is a response to the extreme 
media saturation of political scandals, 
such as the dispute involving former 
Illinois Governor Rob Blagojevich, 
who managed to mar the validity of 
his own impeachment proceedings 
with a TV appearance blitz. As politi-
cians have sharpened their ability to 
manipulate popular culture to their 
own ends, filmmakers want to keep 
up. This mindset is unfortunate, as 
the core narratives of political life 
should transcend the historical mo-
ment. Crafting a successful political 
film has nothing to do with speed.

Perhaps the most classic political 
storyline is that of the naive and ideal-
istic newcomer who succumbs to the 
corrupt system, which is best observed 
in All the King’s Men, the 1949 Oscar 
winner based on Robert Penn Warren’s 
novel. The film follows Willie Stark, 
a country lawyer dead-set on over-
throwing the political machine that 
runs his state. In his climb to the top, 
Stark evolves into a ruthless politico. 
The film is overwrought at points, 
and the  Joanne Dru, the female lead 
who seems to think the only way she 
can convey negative emotion is to 
close her eyes and tilt back her shak-
ing head, does not help on that front. 
But the film perfectly blends Stark’s 
familial and political lives and resists 
the mainstream urge to maintain one 
character as a moral protagonist.

A more recent rendering of the 
same story is The Candidate from 
1972 starring Robert Redford. 
Although tracking the same char-
acter archetype as King’s Men, 
Redford’s film is worth watching 
because it forgoes a heavy-handed 
or painful personal transformation 
like Stark’s. Bill McKay, Redford’s 
character, begins as a natty lawyer 
who dedicates his time to low-paying 
civil and environmental advocacy. 
But he subtly slides from honest ac-
tivist to consummate faux-reformer 
politician. It’s nearly impossible to 
hate McKay for his unctuousness 
because he is always conscious of 
it. After a flood of canned politi-
cal speeches disavowing politicians 
who play black off white and rich off 
poor, he starts babbling to himself.

We “can’t any longer play off black 
against old, young against poor,” he 
blathered. “So vote once, vote tuh-
wice, for Bill McKay, you middle-class 
honkies.” Redford’s character knows 
his campaign is bullshit, but does 
that make him better than Stark?

On the other end of the nar-
rative spectrum is the archetypal 
character that withstands political 
temptation to the point of martyr-
dom. The apotheosis of this tale, 
ingrained in America’s cinematic 
consciousness, is Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington starring James Stewart. 
Smith may be a bit beleaguered by 
the mawkish melodrama of its cin-
ematic age, but, much like Stewart’s 
other exalted Frank Capra vehicle 
It’s a Wonderful Life, Mr. Smith is a 
darker, deeper film than we choose 
to remember. Upon its release in 
1939, U.S. senators allegedly yelled 
at the screen during a D.C. preview, 
blasting the film as anti-American.

The list of worthwhile political 
films is endless: All the President’s 
Men, Primary Colors, and the original 
Manchurian Candidate are a few that 
one can’t fail to mention. Aside from 
the same core narratives, the thing that 
all these films have in common is that 
they are upwards of a decade old. Great 
political films are the antithesis of poli-
ticians like Willie Stark—the longer 
they are around, the better they get.

David Berke is a Columbia 
College first-year. Cinema Politico

runs alternate Tuesdays. 
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Hot politics, 
cool movies 

C I N E M A  
 P O L I T I C O

D A V I D
B E R K E

BY AMY ZHONG
Columbia Daily Spectator

Like most singer-songwriters, 
Anthony da Costa sings about life 
and lost love. But the 18-year-old, 
who juggles finishing high school with 
touring and recording, is far from the 
average guy with a guitar.  

A favorite performer at the Postcrypt 
coffeehouse at St. Paul’s Chapel, the 
Pleasantville, N.Y. native was given 
back-to-back time slots for his per-
formance in December. 

Da Costa has been performing at 
Postscrypt for three years now, and 
it is his favorite place to play in New 
York City. He will be playing there on 
April 11 and again on April 26 for the 
Postcrypt Folk Festival.

Sitting on a bench in the basement 
of St. Paul’s while he made himself 
comfortable,  I asked him, “So what 
do you want to talk about?” 

“I want to talk about Jesus,” he replied.
The painfully witty teenager lives a 

life of a 40-year-old insomniac juggling 
three jobs. Da Costa’s life is so time 
consuming that when he does have time 
to sleep, in between finishing his senior 
year with honors and working on his 
music, he is counting sheep to infinity. 
But one would never know that this 
self-described “super-sensitive, pensive 
songwriter” is bursting with energy.  

In the dim, intimate lighting of 
the slightly claustrophobic basement 
of St. Paul’s, da Costa has developed 
a loyal fan base at Columbia. 

Professors and students lucky 
enough to get seats come to relax with 
drinks in hand and listen attentively 
to a soulful voice resembling that of 
a middle-aged man coming from such 
a young person. His live shows, full 
of personal f lourishes, often feature 
da Costa rocking back and forth in 
his chair and stomping his feet to the 
f low of his songs. 

He writes about what he knows 
best—himself. As an eager high school 
student, it only befits him to write young 

love songs—like the single “Upstate 
Living”—and a few political songs, 
hinting at a unique thoughtfulness.

Though not a mainstream instrumen-
tal singer-songwriter like John Mayer or 
Jason Mraz, da Costa’s talent will likely 
lead to sold-out concerts in spaces larger 
than Postcrypt. For now, he is mak-
ing his way to the top of the indie folk 
scene—his folk rock Americana album 
Typical American Tragedy was the 2007 
winner of the “new folk” category in 
the Kerrville Folk Festival in Kerrville, 
Texas. Da Costa is currently finishing 
his latest, currently untitled, album 
produced by musician and good friend 
John Elliott of The Hereafter.

Though he is barely old enough to 
vote, da Costa is old-school when it 
comes to his musical philosophy, and 
that might be just what the music in-
dustry needs. As he states on his Web 
site, “The more records I make and 
hear, the more I realize that I can’t 
stand overly compressed and pro-
cessed music. The people who are still  

making records the old way—real, 
raw, and with heart—those are the 
ones I want to hear. And those are 
the ones I want to make.”

High schooler strums his folk guitar at Postscrypt 

Michelle Longo / Courtesy of Anthony da Costa
POSTSCRYPT PERFORMER  |  Anthony da 
Costa plays his songs to loyal  fans.

MUSIC

Kuhne’s new travel anthology adventures to the poles
BOOKS

BY IAN SCHEFFLER
Spectator Staff Writer

At a time when images of water-
logged polar bears and carbon diox-
ide-laden ice cores dominate media 
coverage of Earth’s polar regions, the 
casual observer can easily forget the 
Arctic and Antarctic’s barren beauty 
and rich history of adventure. 

Travel writer Cecil Kuhne’s new 
anthology Near Death in the Arctic 
(Vintage, February 2009) aims to 
provide that missing perspective. A 
collection of narratives by and about 
a variety of polar explorers, Kuhne’s 
selections include the stories of famed 
adventurers Roald Amundsen, Fridtjof 
Nansen, Robert Peary, and Ernst 
Shackleton as well as those of lesser-
known figures like Valerian Albanov 
and David Lewis.

As the book’s title implies, danger 
is an omnipresent reality for explor-
ers of the poles. Its portrayal of the 
Arctic is every bit as treacherous as the 
introduction suggests—the explorers 
must confront everything from snow 
blindness and frostbite to ice crevasses 
and raging winds. “From reading these 
accounts, one thing is absolutely clear: 
the globe’s apexes are best observed 
from the relative comfort of the pages 
related here,” Kuhne wrote. 

There is indeed a certain pleasure 
in reading about danger at a distance. 
As Amundsen, a Norwegian explorer, 
wrote of a chasm-like fissure his ex-
pedition encountered on an Antarctic 
glacier in 1910, it is difficult to “deny 
ourselves the pleasure of glancing 
down into the hole.” 

Peering through the lens of Kuhne’s 

book, the tenacity of these explorers 
as they cross hundreds of miles on 
foot in sub-zero temperatures, killing 
sea lions, polar bears, and their own 
sled dogs for sustenance, looks like 
a facet of the latest epic action hero 
movie. When Lewis, the f irst man 
to circumnavigate Antarctica single-
handedly, recalled that he “had just 
enough dignity left not to cry out for 
help when the going got a bit rough” 
after his boat capsized in a frigid storm, 
he sounded more like Indiana Jones 
than a New Zealand doctor. 

Considering the author’s back-
ground, it is perhaps  not surprising 
that Near Death abounds with such 
dramatic moments. Kuhne traveled 
the world as a young man in search of 
white water rapids and has written ten 
books on river rafting and kayaking. 
Though Kuhne said in an interview 
that “it is really difficult for someone 
like myself to claim to identify” with 
the polar explorers his book profiles, it 
is easy to imagine a kinship between 
the thrills of the rapids and the chal-
lenges of arctic exploration.

Near Death is all the more inter-
esting because the environment it 
describes is rapidly changing. Thanks 
to global warming, polar sea ice is 
melting, and ice f lows are break-
ing apart, making it more and more 

 difficult to traverse the polar landscape 
on foot as most of these explorers did. 
“The Arctic book does seem to have 
created not only more interest than I 
anticipated but a different kind of in-
terest. Because of the climactic changes 
... people are especially interested in 
this area,” he Kuhne said. 

Kuhne added that one of the reasons 
he wrote Near Death in the Arctic and 
its companion anthologies Near Death 
in the Mountains, Near Death in the 
Desert (which will be published this 
July), and Near Death on the High Seas 
was to give people a greater appreciation 
for the natural world. “So many of us 
live in these urban areas and have been 
disconnected from nature,” he said.

The book’s only drawback is the oc-
casional tedium and dryness of its prose. 
Though Kuhne said that he tried “to find 
not only exciting adventures but also 
well-accomplished writers” for his book, 
but Ernst Shackleton is no Homer. This 
is, in truth, only another mark of the 
adventures’ authenticity, but the bare-
ness of some of the explorers’ accounts 
may not be pleasurable to all.

Yet for the Columbia student emerg-
ing from his winter layers, this may 
be the ideal springtime read—an 
opportunity to revisit the cold at a 
distance and be inspired by the awe-
some power of the poles. 

Courtesy of Vintage Departures Original
POLAR DRAMA  |  Kuhne’s book brings a 
new perspective to arctic exploration.

TV bloggers hide in Columbia’s closet
TV

BY LILY CEDARBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

As pretentious as Columbia students 
can be, when it comes to television, 
they love mindless garbage just as much 
as the rest of this generation. However, 
once the affinity for a show morphs 
into an addiction for Internet fan sites 
and blogs, all obsession on Columbia’s 
campus goes underground. 

“When I was a youngin’ I blogged 
about So Weird and Lost,” Julia Mix 
Barrington, BC ’12, admitted ap-
prehensively. Though she doesn’t 
blog now, she still sympathizes with 
those who do. “When you escape into 
a TV show, you’d probably want to 
stay there for awhile,” she said. 

Blogging allows for a continuation 
of the escape that television already 
offers, and many find this open door 
quite alluring. Mira de Jong, BC ’12, 
a longtime fan of Grey’s Anatomy, en-
joys the many perks of rapidly updated 
blogs on news occurring both on- and 
off-screen—she follows TV blogs “so 
that I can have an idea of what is com-
ing up but also so that I can know 
what’s going on with the actors and 
writers.” With the constant stream of 
information that is readily available 
about actors, writers, and their offset 
drama, it can often be like getting two 
shows for the price of one.

Nevertheless, there is certainly a 
stigma about blogging on campus, and 
many Columbia students look at tele-
vision fan sites simply as catalysts for 
unhealthy preoccupations and academic 
mediocrity. Megan Shannon, BC ’11, 
doesn’t understand the appeal. “I don’t 
see the point in getting so involved,” 
she said of television shows. She went 
on to say that viewers would be better 
off spending their time living their own 

lives as opposed to living vicariously 
through fictional characters.

Olga Fostiy, BC ’11, doesn’t even 
watch television, but she has her own 
theory on this relatively new connection 
between TV and the Internet. “People 
get involved for validation and to justify 
their poor use of time by finding like-
minded people,” she said. While Beezly 
Kiernan, CC ’11,  also doesn’t watch TV,  
he was somewhat more forgiving, but he 
did see blogging as going one step too 
far. “If I did watch TV, I wouldn’t add 
more procrastination,” he said. Kiernan 
found that reading about a show that 
one either has watched or eventually 
will watch is too redundant. 

Nevertheless, an escape is some-
times needed despite how unproduc-
tive it may be. De Jong knows check-
ing on various blogs takes time out of 
her day, but it’s also a way for her to 
indulge in some of her favorite sources 
of entertainment. “I don’t think any 
TV is worth my time, but I love it ... 
I just think it’s fun to get wrapped 
up in a TV show,” she said. 

Barrington also pointed out that 
there are very sensible ways to use 
blogs, and that they are not purely 
for crazed fans. “I used Lost ’s Wiki, “ 
she said. “You can look up anything. 
I read the summaries because I was 
three seasons behind.” 

Reading TV casting, recap, and 
spoiler blogs may be one of the more 
stagnant skeletons in Columbia’s 
closet—after all, there’s a certain 
shame in hiding behind aliases like 
WannaBeBlair18 and MerDerFan77. 
But as TV and the Internet grow 
closer together thanks to Web sites 
and online streaming, perhaps one day 
not far from now, bloggers and their 
loyalists may just be able to hold their 
heads high on College Walk.

Courtesy of Florian Schneider
LOST IN THE BLOGS  |  To many Columbia students, TV Blogs discussing stars such as 
Daniel Dae Kim from ABC’s Lost, are a perfect way to extend their TV experiences.



BY AARON WELT 

Th e economy is not doing well. Th e bad 
decision to allow a small elite to make poor 
decisions has led to unemployment and a re-
duction in spending. Th e government plans to 
spend more money than it makes to end this 
recession, and hopefully it will do so without 
costing the taxpayers too much. Similar eco-
nomic crises have occurred before and will 
likely happen again. If we are as optimistic as 
our president is, we can rest assured that a new 
regulatory system, along with new logic and a 
new intellectual framework, will lift us from 
this crisis—that is, until the next downturn.

What does history have to off er to this cycle 
of political and economic decision making? 
History looks at the past and provides us with 
insight that becomes obvious with time. As the 
cliché goes, those who ignore history are bound 
to repeat failures. In fact, outcomes of decision 
making would surely be less detrimental if histori-
cal expertise was valued more in the chambers of 
power. But is the primary role of the historian to 
simply remind us of past mistakes? I don’t believe 
this is the only purpose that history has.

Tomorrow, some of the fi nest historians at 
this institution and in the nation will provide 
their historical insights into the ongoing discus-
sion of the current fi nancial crisis. Th e speak-
ers at this event, titled “Capitalism, Crisis, & 
Politics,”  include Eric Foner , Alan Brinkley , and 

Carl Wennerlind  as well as economist Joseph 
Stiglitz  and historian Robin Blackburn  of Th e 
New School . Th e discussion will likely focus on 
the mistakes in the past that were instrumental 
in bringing about previous depressions. But 
I suspect much more illuminating material 
will come to light, namely, how to best react 
to the current economic crisis.

Foner and Brinkley are experts on two crises 
from American history.  Foner is a leading in-
tellectual of the Civil War and Reconstruction 
era, a period in which the relationship between 
citizens and the state was radically re-imagined 
and reconstituted. Similarly, Professor Brinkley 
is an expert on the age of FDR, the Great 
Depression, and the New Deal—also an era in 
which the social contract of the United States 
was fundamentally altered. What it meant to 
be an American prior to the Civil War and the 
Depression was very diff erent than what it meant 
after these major historical occurrences.

It is very likely that we too are at a turn-
ing point in American history such that ex-
tant orthodoxies require major revisions and 
perhaps even a complete overhaul. As in the 
above-mentioned eras, right now, the U.S. faces 
such a dilemma that our values demand refur-
bishing and refi nement. With unemployment 
reaching double digits and whole communities 
blighted by foreclosure, norms such as a free 
market and unaccountable decision making 
demand revisiting. Many commentators are 
quick to defend the existing hierarchy, arguing 
that the current malaise is an aberrant glitch 
of an otherwise eff ective capitalist system. In 
the face of such orthodoxy, it is the defunct 
historians who—with their knowledge of so-
cial arrangements and how American life was 
reconstituted—will have something interesting 

and, more importantly, effi  cacious to say about 
the country’s current social climate.

Historians, then, play a crucial role in the 
current discourse on what is to be done about 
the economy. Th ey have the unique perspec-
tive and knowledge of the points in a nation’s 
past that changed what it meant to be part 
of that country. Th ey remind us of what was 
fl awed and what was just of times past. But, 
more importantly, they force us to probe the 
most basic questions of our current lives and 
wonder whether or not full human potential is 
being achieved in the current arrangement of 
things. I predict that on Tuesday night, in our 
discussion of capitalism, the crisis, and politics, 
such questions will come to the surface. In an 
age of massive gaps between wealth and pov-
erty, often rigid social stratifi cation, and the 
painful shift out of a manufacturing economy, 
it is historians who can best off er insight into 
what social transformations are necessary. On 
behalf of the Columbia Undergraduate History 
Council,  I invite the entire Columbia commu-
nity to join the dialogue this Tuesday, March 
31 at 7:30 p.m. in 309 Havemeyer . As future 
historians look back on the current economic 
crisis, they, too, will tell us what we did right 
and wrong. But hopefully they will also say that 
Americans emerged as a new and wiser people 
because they, in this moment, chose to tackle 
serious questions important to every person 
in the country. Th ese questions become most 
evident through the historian’s lens, and if we 
include this crucial perspective in the contem-
porary discourse, then we are all the more likely 
to emerge as a fairer and wiser people.

Th e author is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in history and political science.

BY DIDI GOSSON 

In March—Women’s History Month —of 
2005, I applied to Columbia. As I f illed 
in the blanks, I felt change descend upon 
my family and myself. 

My mother was born in poverty. For 
her, high school was an opportunity 
to be with friends—it was a social 
event, an escape from the nightmare 
of a home life fi lled with domestic 
violence at worst and neglect at 
best. She was eight 
years old before 
she learned that 
she had a “birthday.” 
She and her cousin 
were born on the same day, and at 
a party to celebrate her cousin’s 
birthday, someone said, “Today 
is Doris’s birthday, too!” It had 
not occurred to her that she might 
have a birthday. 

My mother grew up in the 
portrait of poverty, composed of dirty 
faces, worn-out clothes, and holey 
shoes. As she reached her teens, the 
pressure to contribute f inancially to 
the family increased. She received a 
daily barrage of commands to drop out 
of school and go to work—girls do 
not need to go to school to learn to 
clean, cook, and make babies. 
For my mother, school was 
salvation, and she could not 
bear to leave prematurely. So she went to 
work but refused to drop out. Her parents 
expected her to turn over her entire pay, but 
she “stole” from her paycheck to save for a 
dress that she saw in a shop window.

My mother did graduate, but this bold 
determination was met with the fatigue of 
a lifetime of struggle. Shortly afterward, she 
discovered she was pregnant. Despite being 
in love with someone else, she married my 
father, a high school dropout who had joined 
the military. Within six years, at the age of 
25, she was a mother of fi ve, and hopes for a 
diff erent life were lost. She wanted her chil-
dren to go to college, but she had no idea 
how to make that desire a reality.

I was born to working-class parents who lived 
paycheck-to-paycheck to make ends meet. I was 

their seventh child—my mother had just 
gotten her youngest son into school and 
had a short taste of freedom when she 
discovered her pregnancy. For the rest of 

the family, a baby girl 
was a welcome 

addition 
to a home 
dominated 
by boys. My 

birthday celebrations were always 
memorable, especially because I 

was born on the 12th birthday of 
one of my brothers. Th ese shared 

birthday celebrations (combined 
with another brother whose 
birthday is the week before) 

were impor-
tant annual 
events. And 

though there 
was not a lot 
of  money, 
my clothes 

were lovingly 
handmade by my mother, 

as sewing was a skill that she 
learned from her high school 
job. I married and had a child 

shortly after high school. Years later, I made the 
wrenching decision to leave my life behind and 
become the fi rst woman in our family’s history 
to go to college.

It was my mother who stood on the 

walkway, blocking my reentry to our house, 
shaking her head “no” to me as I attempt-
ed, for the umpteenth time, to delay my 
departure to New York to begin this Ivy 
League journey. Each day at Columbia, as 
I silently pass the throngs of people in the 
stairwells, I can confidently place my feet 
in the footprints of the amazing women 
that came before me and paved my way by 
studying or teaching here: Margaret Mead , 
Madeleine Albright , Bella Abzug , Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg , and Martha Stewart , to name a 
few. Today, we are blessed to be taught by 
some of the most amazing women of our 
time: Liz Abzug , Jill Shapiro , Elizabeth 
Povinelli , Dorothy Ko , Lila Abu-Lughod , 
and so many others whose names I should 
be ashamed for omitting. Sitting beside 
us or across the table are the women who 
will continue to forge a brighter future for 
women—and for men. 

As for my own family, my daughter, whose 
idea of a birthday party includes clowns and 
private pony rides, was born into a middle-class 
life. She takes her weekly clothes shopping for 
granted. She assumes college is the natural 
progression after high school and that graduate 
school is a given. She has never known corporal 
punishment, and the most annoying things her 
parents say to her are the constant streams of 
encouraging words and support. 

Women’s History Month is not merely 
about Susan B. Anthony , Alice Paul , or 
Rosa Parks . It is about every single woman 
and man living every single day and doing 
the work that it takes to make equality and 
transparency more than just ideas but fun-
damental realities for us all. It’s about my 
mother and countless ordinary women who 
do the big and little things to ensure that 
their daughters will be better off. It’s about 
my daughter who will proudly carry this 
tradition forward. And it’s about you.

Th e author is a senior at List College  and the 
School of General Studies  majoring in women’s 
and gender studies.
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Staff Editorial

Since we are 
over halfway 
through the 

semester and are 
all highly focused 
on our academics 
during the push 
towards finals, I 
thought I would 
use this week’s 
column to discuss 
a recent article in 
the Spec (titled 
“Black Enrollment 
at Columbia Tops 

Ivy League for Third Year in a Row” 
from Dec. 8, 2008) about the student 
body and the Core Curriculum.  I was so 
pleased to learn that half of the students 
at Columbia consider themselves people 
of color and that Columbia has more 
black students than any other Ivy League 
university. This news ref lects what I see 
on campus and in my classes—that the 
student body is now much more repre-
sentative of the national population. But 
ironically, even though the student body 
has changed, the education offered at 
Columbia has not evolved along with it.

To be fair, there is a graduate program 
in Latino Studies , and there is an African 
Studies  department for undergraduate 
students as well as degree and language 
studies programs aimed at Asian students 
or those interested in Asian studies. The 
Core has evolved enough to allow room 
for Eastern music, Eastern art, and a 
“non-Western cultures” requirement, but 
I would hardly call the Core multicul-
tural or postmodern in its allowance of a 
multiplicity of voices. Two required class-
es do not make for a global education.

It seems odd to me that Columbia 

focuses so much on the diversity of its 
students and touts the importance of 
building a global community but will not 
widen the Core to include canonical texts 
from non-Western cultures. What are the 
implications of a mandated Core that is 
Eurocentric,  particularly when it is aimed 
at a student body that is no longer domi-
nated by people of European descent?

I think this is where the relationship 
between the Core and the student body 
becomes tricky. The politics of education 
are murky at best. Columbia has a wide 
variety of elective classes and programs 
geared towards people of color and of 
non-Western descent, but these are simply 
electives. The Core, the mandated knowl-
edge that we as students must all hold 
in common, is decidedly not diverse and 
is not keeping with the values that the 
University tries to purport. If Columbia 
strives to be global by recruiting faculty 
and students from diverse backgrounds, 
then it logically follows that part of that 
striving should also be ref lected in the 
common pool of knowledge given to the 
students. For the University to have a 
core solely rooted in European culture 
with a student body that is racially and 
ethnically diverse is to imply that stu-
dents of color are intellectually worthy 
of studying European culture but do not 
come from cultures that deserve the hon-
or of mandated knowledge. The politics 
of the Core Curriculum create a power 
relationship between the students and 
the education offered to them that places 
the students in an inferior position. It 
suggests that students of color should 
feel grateful to be part of Columbia and 
to partake of the “classical” education 
that it offers, but they should not expect 
to have their own cultures and racial 

experiences validated except through the 
lens of European culture and history.

Th e Core Curriculum has been con-
troversial for a long time at Columbia. As 
recently as last year, there was a hunger 
strike to try to spur President Bollinger  to 
intervene and reshape the Core to refl ect the 
values of global and multicultural educa-
tion. As of today, the Core remains funda-
mentally unchanged. And I think Columbia 
will hold to this stance. Whatever change 
has come in the Core has come slowly and 
has lagged drastically behind the evolution 
of the diversity of the student body. Barring 
the occurrence of protests similar to those 
that took place on campus in the 1960s 
during the Civil Rights Movement, I do 
not think the administration will respond.

I am not advocating any kind of 
violence or disruptive activity on cam-
pus, but because the politics of the 
Core are an issue of power and control, 
I do not think any kind of change will 
be implemented unless students take a 
firm stand. The Civil Rights protests 
on campus brought the University to a 
halt, and I think an important lesson 
to be taken from those actions—that 
the University exists to serve the needs 
of its students, as students choose to 
attend and to pay tuition. Ultimately, 
it is our University and our education, 
and, to paraphrase Malcolm X, power 
is never given, but taken. If Malcolm’s 
words ring true and are relevant, then it 
is our job as students to remember the 
impact we can have and the importance 
of what we learn while we are here.

Nicole Winter is a student in the School of 
General Studies  majoring in creative writing. 

Borderlands runs alternate Tuesdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com

Education without representation
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history month

PERRY

......

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of interest. Submis-
sions should be between 700 and 900 words and express an opinion that does 
not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers 
meet with an associate editor to edit their submission before publication. Sub-
missions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway. 

The 133rd year of publication
Independent since 1962

MANAGING BOARD

Staff editorials represent the views of the editorial board

BETSY MORAIS
News Editor

ANGELA RADULESCU 
Photo Editor

RYAN BUBINSKI
Online Editor

JOY RESMOVITS
News Editor

DINO GRANDONI 
Head Copy Editor

SHERI PAN
Editorial Page Editor

JULIA HALPERIN
Arts & Entertainment Editor

LARA CHELAK
Online Editor

ASSOCIATE BOARD:  News Editors Danny Ash, Jessica Hills, Tabitha Peyton Wood, Madina Toure, Liza Weingarten  
News Broadcast Editor Simone Foxman  La Página Editor Carolina Martes  Sports Editors Michele Cleary, 
Kunal Gupta, Jacob Levenfeld, Bart Lopez, Sara Salzbank, Michael Shapiro  Art Editor Hannah Yudkin  Books 
Editor Yin Yin Lu  Dance Editor Catherine Rice  Film Editor Peter Labuza  Food & Drink Editor Devin 
Briski  Music Editor Rebecca Pattiz  Spectacle Editor Kevin Ciok  Style Editor Helen Werbe  Theater Editor 
Ruthie Fierberg  TV Editor Christine Jordan   Editorial Page Editors Shira Borzak, Cornelius FitzPatrick, Sophia 
Merkin, Daryl Seitchik, Emily Tamkin, Elaine Wang  Editorial Board Writers Alejandra Aponte, Jia Ahmad, Aries 
Dela Cruz, Mason Fitch, Aseel Najib, Haley Negrin, Amanda Parsons, Christopher Puleo, Leslie Ribovich, Ivette Sanchez,, 
Jennifer Thum  Commentariat Editors Noah Baron, Mary Kohlmann  Copy Editors Anna Arons, Marissa Barbaro, 
Elizabeth Brittain, Marissa Grossman, Lucy Hunter, Emma Manson, Lusia Zaitseva  Photo Editors Mallory Lance, 
Matthew Sherman, Colin Sullivan, Rachel Valinsky, Mary Ye  Design Editors Jin Chen, Hannah D’Apice, Rebecca Eis, 
Peter Lee, Steven Wong  Alumni Ding Ding, Julia Kantor, Emily Lampert, Xu Shenjun, Danfeng Wu, Yu Xiao  Finance 
Andrew Colvin, Gregory Cox, Erica Dorfman, Benjamin Kurland, Aditya Mukerjee  Sales Cristina Astigarraga  Copy 
Staff Nimra Azmi, Raissa Arguelles, Ana Baric, Christine Anderson, Maggie Astor, Devin Briski, Michaella Chung, 
Sophia D’Ignazio, Victoria Diza-Bonilla, Katherine Duh, Elizabeth Gemdjian, Kate Haley, Emily Handsman, Jon Hill, 
Aarti Iyer, Rebekah Kim, Ali Krimmer, Frannie Laughner, Cindy Law, Hannah Laymon, Margot Lazow, Sasha Levine, 
Katie Mas, Christina McCausland, Raphael Pope-Sussman, Matt Powell, Nina Priya Sudarsan. Raquel Villagra  Design 
Staff  Samantha Ainsle, Rachel Allen, Lily Cedarbaum, Betsy Feldman, Daniel Lasry, Yufei Liu, Jennifer Oh, Kylie Rogers, 
Khalil Romain, Eduardo Santana, Felix Vo

GIZEM ORBEY
Sales Director

AKHIL MEHTA
Finance Director

CHRISTINA PATTERSON
Alumni Director

DEPUTY BOARD:  News Editors Maggie Astor, Alexa Davis, Kim Kirschenbaum, Alix Pianin  La Página Editor 
Ana Bobadilla  Sports Editors Max Puro, Jacob Shapiro, Jonathan Tayler, Charles Young  A&E Editor Shane Ferro  
Editorial Page Editor Amin Ghadimi  Editorial Board Editor Abigail Lowin  Photo Editors Jenny Hsu, Ian 
Kwok, Lila Neiswanger, Ajit Pillai  Copy Editor Marissa Grossman  Online Editors Zack Sheppard, Zachary Sims, 
Cindy Zhang  Multimedia Editors Nilkanth Patel, Alanna Vaughns  Staff  Training Editors Tom Faure, Amanda 
Sebba  Photo Training Editors Mira John, Joey Shemuel

BEN COTTON
Design Editor

YIPENG HUANG
Design Editor

MELISSA REPKO
Editor in Chief

ELIZABETH SIMINS
Managing Editor

JULIA FELDBERG
Publisher

More students, 
more information
La s t  w e e k ,  K e v i n 

Shollenberger, dean of 
student aff airs and asso-

ciate vice president for under-
graduate life, announced that 
enrollment for the Columbia 
College class of 2013 will in-
crease by 50 students. Th e move 
is understandable in light of the 
school’s faltering endowment, 
but current CC students worry 
that their success within the 
classroom, as well as their living 
situations, may be harmed. Th e 
college’s administrators must en-
sure that current undergraduates 
at Columbia will not be impaired 
and must provide more concrete 
information about the eff ects of 
the class-size adjustment.

Currently, each class is com-
prised of just over 1,000 stu-
dents. Every undergraduate is 
guaranteed on-campus housing 
for all four years and because the 
University experienced a short-
age of undergraduate space this 
year, Columbia Undergraduate 
Housing will be under even more 
pressure to ensure that it can ac-
commodate all undergraduates 
without having to rely again on 
Barnard College  or University 
Apartment Housing . Enrolling 
more students may also lead to 
problems within the classroom. 
Currently, Core classes rarely 
exceed 24 students. Although 
the administration claims that 
Core classes sizes will remain 

the same, its specifi c plans to ac-
commodate additional students 
remain unclear.

It is imperative that admin-
istrators show the student body 
that the infl ux of new students 
will not compromise current 
students’ academic, living, and 
fi nancial conditions. Many as-
pects of student life revolve 
around the lack of space that 
comes as part of going to school 
in New York, and the increase in 
the student population may ex-
acerbate the problem. Students 
are not the only ones aff ected 
by the administration’s deci-
sion. Instructors may have to 
teach larger classes. Otherwise, 
administrators will have to hire 
more instructors—and therefore 
spend more money—to handle 
new students. Th e goal of having 
small, seminar-style Core classes 
is to foster discussion and give 
attention to all students, but 
these aims become more diffi  cult 
to achieve when instructors are 
given classes that are too big to 
properly manage.

One of the University’s great-
est strengths is its ability to make 
the most out of its small plot of 
land, despite a sizable student 
body. Columbia College must 
affi  rm its commitment to trans-
parency by explaining how in 
light of enrollment increase, it 
will maintain a high quality of 
life for all students.
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CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
RICH FORTUNOFF Book & Tax Prep-
aration Services. Great prices and great 
savings for CU. RFortunoff@richfor-
tunoff.com or (212) 678-1065.

THE IVY LEAGUE BROKER
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Co-
lumbia grad available to find you the 
perfect apt. Contact Marti Wheat at 
mwheat@tregny.com or (646) 300-
7249.
UNDERGRAD & MBA ADMISSIONS 
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays. 
com

PSYCHOTHERAPIST SEEKING P/T 
administrative assistant to be respon-
sible for diverse office responsibilities. 
A working knowledge of MS Word and 
Excel required. Hourly wage based 
on experience. Approx 6 hours/week. 
Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com
MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGOTM MINDSTORMSTM 
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info 
to: mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea) 
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase. 
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.
SEEK 1 FEMALE for furn BR in 2 BR 
garden UWS apt. Share living areas, 
laundry with P/T owner-occupant and 
small pets. $1300/mo incl utils. Non-
smokers, no pets, clean. Rent/secu-
rity required. (917) 690-5520.
SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4 
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699 
to 1799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113. 
com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

INTERESTED IN TEACHING ESL and 
Junior TOEFL to students ages 8-14? 
Great cultural experience! Free airfare 
and accommodation in South Korea. 
E-mail today! dwi60@yahoo.com
LIGHT RENOVATION WORK: Clean 
up of basement and painting. Satur-
days: $125/day. Upper West Side. Call 
John: (212) 666-2477; (212) 666-2477.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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historically, I saw many people 
purged, commit a suicide, or beat-
en to death, disowned by members 
of their family. And that’s what I 
want to change. I want to change 
the system itself.”

Aside from the event, high-
lights of Spar’s trip included several 
visits with alumnae and educa-
tors and a stop at the opening 
of Columbia’s Global Center in 
Beijing.

As Spar spoke over the phone 
between connecting flights, she 
added that on Saturday, she vis-
ited the rural school run by Qing, 
also the 2001 recipient of the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for 
Public Service. “She has about 
20 girls from the poorest parts 
of China learning kindergarten 
teaching, some learning to do 
word processing,” Spar said. “We 
had a lot of girls at the symposium 
who were high school students, 
desperate to come to Barnard. 
The sad part is that there was 
a number of students who had 
applied this year, but there was 
no financial aid for them, and it 

breaks my heart.” 
Barnard’s international stu-

dents are not guaranteed financial 
aid, and Spar said that Barnard 
may eventually seek to remedy 
this by raising funds in regions 
abroad.

Spar visited three universities 
in Beijing and two in Seoul, where 
she said Barnard was met with “a 
huge amount of interest in send-
ing off students.” Spar said she 
hopes to persuade some of these 
“inspirational” Chinese women 
to speak at Barnard.

Lan Li, BC ’10, commended 
Barnard for its outreach efforts 
in China. “I think that Barnard’s 
relationship with women in China 
serves a dual purpose in encour-
aging women to seek a liberal 
arts education in America where 
they really do have the freedom 
to study what they want outside 
of the social and cultural confines 
that might prevent them from 
doing so in China,” Li said. “For 
Barnard, as a women’s college, 
developing its relationship with 
international cultures is tremen-
dously important to the growth of 
the college—financially, socially, 
and academically.”

As the symposium was be-
ing planned, Spar was already 
on her way to speak on a panel 
with economist Joseph Stiglitz 
at the Beijing opening of one of 
Columbia’s Global Centers.

In a trend that aligns with 
Columbia’s mission to become a 
“global university,” Barnard re-
cently launched a slew of initiatives 
to further connect with the world 
outside its gates. These plans came 
to the fore last spring when Hilary 
Link took on the newly created 
position of assistant provost and 
dean for international programs. 
Spar stressed in her inauguration 
speech that she wished to see a 
larger flow of students to and from 
foreign countries and a greater 
awareness of Barnard’s name out-
side the U.S. On Monday, as Spar 
awaited a connecting flight in 
Houston, Texas, she revealed her 
pre-travel jitters over the phone. 
“It was quite nerve-wracking to 
see what would actually happen 
with so few people on the ground 
there,” she said. “It was amazing 
how it all came together.”

Joy Resmovits can be 
reached at joy.resmovits@

columbiaspectator.com.

Spar hosts panel with Chinese women
CHINA from front page



DiCrescenzo runs in world championships
BY JONATHAN TAYLER

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Delilah DiCrescenzo, CC ’05, 
helped lead Team USA to a fifth-
place finish at the 2009 World 
Cross Country Championships 
on Saturday, taking 33rd overall in 
the eight-kilometer race in Amman, 
Jordan. DiCrescenzo’s time of 28:34 
was second best on the American 
squad, 26 seconds and 12 spots be-
hind teammate Julie Culley.

The senior women’s race, limited 
to female competitors between the 
ages of 19 and 45, was divided into 
four laps. The first lap, 1500 meters 
plus the 200-meter uphill start, saw 
DiCrescenzo clock a time of 6:04, 
fourth on Team USA and two 
seconds ahead of fellow American 
Samia Akbar. DiCrescenzo moved 
up the pack, however, finishing the 
2000-meter second lap in 6:59 to 
go from 46th to 35th and to move 
within four seconds of Rebecca 
Donaghue for third place on the 
team. But the long, hilly course 
took its toll during the next two 
laps with DiCrescenzo turning in 

a time of 7:12 in the 2000-meter 
third lap before a fourth lap of 2300 
meters in 8:19.

That second-half slump was un-
avoidable for the majority of Team 
USA. Culley came through the first 
3700 meters in 12:00 but needed 
over 16 minutes to get through 
the next 4300. Donaghue, who 
led DiCrescenzo for the first two 
laps, fell to third on the team and 
36th overall after turning in a 
time of 16:25 in the last two laps. 
Nonetheless, Team USA managed 
to edge Morocco for fifth place 
with a score of 130. Morocco also 
scored a 130, but as the team only 
finished four runners, they were 
slotted behind the U.S.

Overall, Kenya took home the 
senior women’s title with a score of 
14, including first- and second-place 
finishes for Lornah Kiplagat and 
Linet Masai, respectively. Kiplagat 
finished with a time of 26:13, over-
taking Masai in the last lap. Ethiopia 
finished second with 28 points, 
easily outpacing Portugal, which 
finished third with 72 points. Spain 
took fourth with 117 points.

Offense stymied in two losses to Dartmouth
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A pure inertia argument is appealing, but 
does not provide a complete answer. College 
sports did not sprout into a billion-dollar 
industry overnight—the popularity had to 
have been built up over time somehow. And 
many sports popular in the past are no longer 
in vogue today. Minor league baseball was 
the spectator sport of choice for Americans in 
smaller cities in the past. Horse racing used 
to be followed even when there was no Triple 
Crown contender in a given year.

Could it be the tradition of the teams with 
an inherent fan base built from years of alum-
ni graduating from the schools? This could be 
a possibility, but a pure alumni fan base could 
not support an enterprise of the NCAA’s scale. 
Duke and UNC are not nearly big enough 

to have a sufficient number of graduates to 
explain the number of fans. Southeastern 
Conference football teams captivate the atten-
tion of their entire states.

So what could be the reason? I suspect 
that a major part of college basketball and 
football’s popularity comes from a yearning 
for authenticity in a sports landscape that 
sorely lacks it. For many sports fans look-
ing for a new, natural fan experience, college 
sports may be one of the only options. While 
a game between two expansion NBA teams 
will feature vastly superior talent, it’s merely a 
glorified pickup game if there is no emotional 
attachment. Most college teams are playing in 
stadiums and arenas with decades of history 
and have years of bad blood with rivals as well 
as organic cheers from the student section. 
The person sitting next to you in the crowd 

isn’t just another ticket holder—he is family.
Of course, as with any product, its popu-

larity may be its downfall. With more money 
than ever going into the college game, smaller 
schools are finding it harder and harder to 
compete. The chalk that held up in this year’s 
tournament may be the norm going forward, 
stifling one of the best reasons to watch March 
Madness. We don’t know what the future of 
college sports will be. I, for one, hope that it 
remains one of America’s favored sports—it 
would be a sad day if our posterity looked back 
at our time and asked why anyone would watch 
athletes who may not be the best at their craft, 
likening the experience to watching horses race.

Charles Young is a senior in the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science majoring in ap-

plied math. Sports@columbiaspectator.com

YOUNG from page  8

BY SARA SALZBANK
Spectator Staff Writer

In a rescheduled doublehead-
er, the Columbia softball team 
dropped a pair of decisions against 
Dartmouth at home on Monday.

Dartmouth (10-11, 3-1 Ivy) 
went up quickly at the start of game 
one, scoring two runs in the first 
inning, three in the second, and 
one each in the third and fourth. 
With the Big Green up 7-0 after 
four innings, the game hit a lull, as 
no team posted a run until the bot-
tom of the sixth when junior Dani 
Pineda set the tone for the Lions for 
the remainder of the inning with 
a double up the middle.

Sophomore Karen Tulig took 
Pineda’s cue and followed with a double 
of her own, advancing Pineda to third. 
Sophomore Stephanie Yagi then put 
the Light Blue on the board, bringing 
Pineda home with a sacrifice fly.

But the Lions (9-17, 1-3 Ivy) 
could not keep up their mo-
mentum, and a seventh-inning 
Dartmouth homer would close out 

the scoring, sending Columbia to 
an 8-1 defeat.

Pineda (2-for-4) and senior 
Keli Leong (2-for-3) led the 
Lions at the plate in game one 
while Tulig went 1-for-2.

Game two saw a reversal in the 
action with Columbia taking an early 
lead in the bottom of the second. 
Sophomore Maggie Johnson singled 
past the mound and was advanced 
by a Kayla Lechler sacrifice bunt. 
Sophomore Anne Marie Skylis’s single 
drove Johnson home, and the Lions 
were on the board.

Despite holding an early advan-
tage, Columbia could not hold the 
lead. The Big Green tied the game in 
the top of the fourth when Johnson, 
who pitched the whole game for 
Columbia, walked two batters, and 
second baseman Chantee Dempsey 
committed a fielding error. In the fifth, 
the Big Green finished the Light Blue 
off 3-1 with a Molly Khalil home run 
and a Kristen Costello RBI single.

The Lions will face Marist next in 
a Thursday afternoon doubleheader 
in Poughkeepsie.

game two, throwing eight strong in-
nings and yielding just two earned 
runs en route to an 8-6 win. Bracey 
did not walk any of the 34 batters 
he faced and currently leads the 
Lions’ staff with two victories on 
the young season.

But in Sunday’s losses to 
Dartmouth, Columbia’s pitching 
allowed 13 total runs, putting 
pressure on the Lions’ bats. While 
the offense was stagnant—fail-
ing to score at all in game one—
Dartmouth racked up six runs over 
the fourth and fifth innings to put 
the game out of reach.

Sophomore starter Geoff 
Whitaker showed resolve in the 
third inning when he induced a 
double-play ball, but he allowed 
two homers over the next two in-
nings, forcing Coach Brett Boretti 
to remove him after only four and 
one-third innings.  Whitaker’s hand 
surrendered six earned runs before 
Clay Bartlett relieved him.

In game two, Dartmouth 
players homered in consecu-
tive innings to start the game 
and quickly roughed up starter 
Roger Aquino for four early 
runs. Although Aquino shut 
the Big Green down in the final 
four innings of his outing, the 
initial damage forced Columbia 
to play catch-up early on. While 
Aquino did not walk a batter, 
he beaned four Dartmouth hit-
ters in six innings and allowed 
eight hits.

Boretti used his top pitchers 
on Saturday against a weaker 
Harvard squad, which improved 
the team’s chances of finishing 
the weekend with at least two 
victories. But because of the 
rigorous Ivy League schedule 
that features four games each 
weekend, Columbia will continue 
to call upon its third and fourth 
starters to win crucial games.

It is still too early to determine 
the quality of Columbia’s bullpen, 
but freshman Harrison Slutsky has 
been effective thus far, allowing 
just two earned runs over eight and 
one-third innings of work. Slutsky 
has a 2.16 ERA in six appearances, 
and opponents are hitting just .125 
against him.

Junior reliever Clay Bartlett will 
also be a key factor in Columbia’s 
ability to preserve the score in tight 
situations. Bartlett, who was reli-
able last season, leads Columbia 
relievers with seven appearances, 
but opponents are hitting .333 
against him, and he will need to 
work on that number.

Senior Joey Mizzoni threw an 
encouraging shutout inning on 
Sunday, but freshman Pat Lowery 
was unable to preserve a tie game 
and coughed up two runs to 
Dartmouth in Columbia’s 6-5 
loss in game two.

As the Lions move ahead in the 
Ivy League season to face Yale and 
Brown this weekend, the pitching 
staff—and particularly the back end 
of the starting rotation—will be a 
deciding factor in the outcome.

Sat. vs. Harvard:
Searkta & Bracey

Sun. vs. Dartmouth:
Whitaker & Aquino

IP 15 10 1/3
K 11 10

WHIP 1.06 1.65
ER 5 10

Record 2-0 0-1
�

Brian Chan / Staff Photographer
EYE ON THE BALL  |  With a sacrifice fly in the sixth inning, Stephanie Yago 
knocked in Columbia’s only run in game one against Dartmouth.

STARTING PITCHING: COMBINED STATS

Courtesy of Columbia Athletics
FINISHING STRONG  |  Delilah DiCrescenzo, CC ’05, finished in 33rd place 
overall at the 2009 World Cross Country Championships in Amman.

Emotion a key factor in a sport’s popularity

CU success rides on 
pitching in league play

is also an established infielder, only 
surrendered four hits over seven in-
nings while allowing two runs to 
cross home plate (one earned). His 
performance led Army to its only 
victory of the four-game set.

While Columbia’s overall ERA 
(6.76) is somewhat inflated as a 
result strong early-season opposi-
tion, the team’s pitching has been 
steadily improving. At the plate, 

Columbia’s hitters have yet to reach 
their full potential, but, like the 
team’s pitchers, the offense is still 
adjusting to more evenly matched 
opponents and has already provided 
a taste of its potential in the first 
few games of conference play.

The first pitch of this after-
noon’s matchup is scheduled for 
3:30 p.m. Looking ahead, the 
Lions will hit the road this week-
end with a pair of doubleheaders 
at Yale and Brown.

Baseball readies for 
road tilt with Army

ARMY from page 8

BASEBALL from page 8



BY JACOB SHAPIRO 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

As any member of Columbia’s 2008 Ivy League championship 
team will tell you, stellar pitching is the surest way to success in 
the Ivy League. Last year’s squad consistently relied on its strong 
arms to win close games.

In a league in which runs are plentiful, the importance of pre-
venting runners from crossing the plate cannot be overstated. And 
after the fi rst weekend of Ivy play, it appears that the quality of the 
Columbia pitching staff  will be even more critical this season.

Currently, 22 games into the season, no Columbia starting 
pitcher has an earned run average (ERA) under fi ve, and the team 
ERA stands at 6.76. It is important to note that the fi rst 18 games 
of the 2009 season were played against heavyweight nonconfer-
ence  opponents, but the staff  will nevertheless need to bring the 
numbers down in order to keep the Lions competitive.

Last weekend, the Lions proved that eff ective pitching can 
lead to team victories. On Saturday, Columbia featured strong 
performances by Dan Bracey  and Joe Scarlata . Scarlata pitched 
his second complete game of the season to earn his fi rst victory 
in an 8-3 win over Harvard .

Bracey helped the Lions complete the sweep of the Crimson in 
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As another 
NCAA  tour-
nament draws 

to a close, so do the 
careers of many of 
the starring players. 
While some will be 
moving on to the 
biggest stage of them 
all, most will be not 
be able to make the 
NBA. But with the 
deep imprints they 
have left on our mem-
ories, one can’t help 
but wonder where the 

less fortunate will end up.
Th e National Basketball Developmental 

League  (NBDL)  rosters are a good place to start. 
A quick browse through the players that cur-
rently make up the NBA’s minor leagues yields 
well-known names such as Cedric Bozeman 
of UCLA,  JamesOn Curry of Oklahoma 
State,  DeMarcus Nelson of Duke,  and Russell 
Robinson of Kansas.  Whether they were never 
heralded enough to be drafted in the fi rst place 
or were not good enough to crack NBA rotations 
the fi rst time around and are fi ghting to make it 
back, many of college basketball’s fi nest are seen 
honing their craft for teams such as the Sioux 
Falls Skyforce  and Iowa Energy. 

It is admirable that these players are will-
ing to toil in relative anonymity for the love of 
the game and a shot at the big leagues. Yet with 
many big names on the rosters, one wonders if 
the NBA’s B-teams are at least competitive with 
the NCAA’s best teams. I suspect that they are, 
but you hardly hear anyone talking about how 
the Utah Flash  and Idaho Stampede  are em-
broiled in a fi ght for fi rst in the D-League West 
Division. 

Which brings to discuss a very philosophical 
question: What makes fans gravitate towards 
certain leagues and sports? Is it the product on 
the fi eld, the access they can have to the play-
ers, or the tradition of the teams involved? Is it 
merely inertia, that what is popular today was 
popular in the past and will stay popular in the 
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Why do fans 
gravitate to 

specifi c sports?

SPORTS Assistant coach Delilah 
DiCrescenzo  competed in 
the World Cross Country 

Championships  in Amman .  
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After a rain-out on Sunday, 
softball took the fi eld against 
Dartmouth  on Monday and 
was swept in a doubleheader.

PAGE 7

Lions head to West Point  for matinee game versus Army 
BY MICHAEL SHAPIRO 

Spectator Staff  Writer

Th e Columbia baseball team (4-18, 2-2 Ivy) will take 
a brief hiatus from conference matchups  to try its luck 
against the Army University Black Knights  on Tuesday. 
Th e Black Knights, who sit just below the .500 mark on 
the season (9-11), possess a powerful arsenal of both hitters 
and pitchers. Th ough the Lions have struggled through a 
formidable nonconference  schedule thus far this season, 
they have been adjusting comfortably against more man-
ageable adversaries.

Th e Light Blue travel to West Point  for the one-game 
aff air with the Black Knights following a fi ve-game stint 
at home. After losing a 2-1 heartbreaker to St. John’s  in 
its home opener, Columbia began Ivy League play against 
Harvard  and Dartmouth  in doubleheaders on Saturday and 

Sunday, respectively. Th e Crimson proved no match for the 
Lions, who won both games by scores of 8-3 and 8-6. On 
Sunday, however, the Big Green turned the tables on the 
defending champions, defeating them 7-0 and 6-5.

Inconsistency has been the story of the season for Army, 
which has only managed two winning streaks in 2009. 
Most recently, the Black Knights dropped a four-game 
series to Bucknell University , salvaging just one win in 
two days of doubleheader play. After a narrow 2-1 loss in 
game one, Bucknell obliterated its New York  foe 18-2 in 
an aff air that resembled pregame batting practice. Th e 
next day, Army’s bats came alive as the squad won the 
fi rst game 9-2, but their pitching slipped in a 7-5 defeat 
in game two.

Army, with a 2-0 home record, is happy to be back 
in New York after its Pennsylvania  road trip. Despite the 
outcome of this past weekend’s series, the Black Knights 

have some dangerous weapons in their lineup. While they 
don’t hit for power (only 9 home runs as a team), the Black 
Knights boast an impressive .292 team batting average. 
Sophomore Joey Henshaw  leads Army with a blistering 
.387 average (24-62) with one homer and 12 RBI. Also 
carrying Army at the plate this season are sophomores 
Clint Moore  and Kevin McKague , who each have 14 
RBI and batting averages over .333. Overall, the Black 
Knights have six starters who are hitting above the .300 
clip this season.

Army’s pitching has been adequate, but the pitchers 
have copious room to improve on their collective 5.62 
ERA. Starting pitcher Ben Koenigsfeld  improved his 
record to 2-3 as he hurled a gem in game one of Sunday’s 
doubleheader against Bucknell. Th e right-hander, who 
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NOT HIS DAY  |  Roger Aquino  struggled from the mound in game two on Sunday, as did 
game one starter Geoff  Whitaker . Dartmouth  swept the Lions in the doubleheader.

Pitching a deciding factor in Ivy action
Hurlers set the tone for 

Light Blue in weekend play

SEE YOUNG, page 7

SEE BASEBALL, page 7

SEE ARMY, page 7


