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BY TRACEY WANG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

The acceptance rate for 
Columbia College and the School 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science’s class of 2017 dropped 
to a record-low on Thursday—
to 6.89 percent—after 2,311 early 
and regular decision applicants 
were admitted from a pool of 
33,531.

Jessica Marinaccio, dean of 
undergraduate admissions and 
financial aid, said in a statement 
that the statistics reflect an ar-
duous process of deliberation 
and conversation about each 
applicant.

“The class admitted today 
offers much more to Columbia 
than just academic credentials 
and impressive achievements,” 
she said. “They embody the fun-
damental character of Columbia 
University, sharing a deep en-
gagement with local and glob-
al issues, a spirited devotion to 
intellectual inquiry and an ea-
gerness to add their unique per-
spectives to our diverse student 
body.”

This year, the number of 

BY CECILIA REYES
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Faculty House cook Osmond 
Cousins filed a class action suit 
against the University for with-
holding tips Monday, the latest 
escalation in employees’ con-
tract dispute with the Columbia 
administration. 

The lawsuit claims that 
Columbia is violating New York 
labor law, which outlaws em-
ployers keeping any percentage 
of tips. Cousins and other work-
ers say Faculty House charges a 
service fee that is characterized 
as a tip but doesn’t give any tips 
to the employees themselves. 

His complaint includes a 
December voucher given to 
Faculty House clients that states 
that “the bill for this meal” in-
cludes “a 15% tip,” which he said 
misleads customers into think-
ing that the service charge will 
go to the workers.

New York state law states 
that banquets and special func-
tions “where a fixed percentage 
of the patron’s bill is added for 
gratuities which are distributed 
to employees” are exempt from 
the tip-stealing law.

During their breaks, Cousins 
spoke to a small group of work-
ers to tell them about the law-
suit and the importance of stay-
ing unified.

“These guys need to know 
that at some point, a letter is 
going to come in the mail ask-
ing them whether they agree 

BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

New York City Council 
Speaker and mayoral candidate 
Christine Quinn spoke at Barnard 
on Thursday evening in the event 
oval in the Diana Center about 
the perils of pressure to be a “per-
fect, well-rounded Renaissance 
woman.”

Quinn, who would be the first 
woman and first openly-gay may-
or if elected, is seen by many as 
the frontrunner to replace Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. But instead 
of giving a stump speech, Quinn 
focused on the unreasonable 
standards that society applies to 
women.

“Even with all that progress 
and success, it isn’t easy for wom-
en or girls in our society,” Quinn 
said. “I think it weighs on all of 
us, that push to be perfect. It’s 
important for us all to talk about 
that.”

Quinn recounted person-
al anecdotes and interjected 

her speech with well-received 
humor.

She described running for 
City Council in 1999, when her 
opponents said that she couldn’t 
win because she was too progres-
sive—and a lesbian.

“If I’d listened to those voices, 
including mine, and let those nay-
sayers pick at it, I would never 
have become Speaker,” Quinn 
said. “Our success only makes 
them focus on what they are 
afraid to do.”

After her speech, Quinn an-
swered questions in a session 
moderated by Barnard President 
Debora Spar. Many of the ques-
tions focused on her contro-
versial stances on policies such 
as stop-and-frisk and paid sick 
leave.

The event was held on the 
same day that Council leaders 
reached a compromise on paid 
sick leave policy. Her Democratic 
mayoral opponents have lambast-
ed Quinn for blocking a Council 
vote on a paid sick leave bill, but 

in a major concession, she agreed 
to let a modified version of the 
bill reach a vote in the near fu-
ture. It is expected to pass.

At the event, Quinn dodged a 
question about the topic.

“I think I’m going to, quite 
frankly, punt on that one,” she 
said, adding that it is an “ongo-
ing discussion.”

Austin Heyroth, CC ’15, asked 
Quinn to explain why she sup-
ports stop-and-frisk, a policy 
that allows New York Police 
Department officers to stop, 
question, and search for weap-
ons on a person that they suspect 
of committing a crime.

Quinn, pointing to the dis-
proportionately high number 
of stops for the low number of 
weapons found, responded that 
she did not support the policy in 
its current form and planned to 
reform it.

“I want to leave it as a tool 
in police officers’ toolboxes,” 

BY BEN GITTELSON
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Only one party is running 
for the Engineering Student 
Council executive board for the 
second year in a row. 

Siddhant Bhatt, SEAS ’14 and 
current ESC vice president of 
finance, is leading the PSet 150 
party, and will all but certainly 
be the next ESC president. His 
party only faces opposition from 
current student services repre-
sentative Matthew Sheridan, 
SEAS ’16, who is running for 
vice president for communica-
tions of the council independent 
of a party. 

The class of 2014 and 2015 
council races also have only 
one complete party on their re-
spective ballots, with one class 
of 2015 candidate running with-
out a party. 

The ClasSEAS and Fu’tastic 
Four parties will face off to help 
lead the class of 2016 in the only 
contested class council race. 

Janiel Li and Aditya 
Naganath, both SEAS ’15, are 
running against each other for 
the professional development 
and alumni affairs representa-
tive position in the only other 
contested race.

The Columbia College 
Student Council also has only 
one party running for its execu-
tive board. 

Bhatt said that he hopes to 
accomplish three central goals 
next year: better representation 
of engineering students, more 
effective representation of en-
gineering student groups, and 

DAVID BRANN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MERRY-NACCIO  |  Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Jessica Marinaccio walks the admitted students letters to the mail truck. 

SEE ELECTION, page 6 SEE QUINN, page 2

BY LILLIAN CHEN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

The Activities Board at 
Columbia elected its new ex-
ecutive board on Wednesday 
night, with Tony Lee, CC ’15, 
as president.

Lee, the outgoing secre-
tary, will be joined by Nikhil 
Krishnan, CC ’14, as vice pres-
ident, Ayo Yoshida-Are, CC ’15, 
as treasurer, and Sunny Singh, 
CC ’16, as secretary.

In their speeches, candi-
dates stressed that ABC—the 
governing board that oversees 
cultural, performing arts, pre-
professional, publication, and 
special interest groups on cam-
pus—is in a pivotal stage going 
forward.

“Next year’s going to be just 
very critical,” Lee, who ran 
against outgoing vice presi-
dent Julian Richardson, CC ’14, 
said in his speech. “As we try to 
implement policies that we’ve 

created this semester, we’ll 
realize sometimes we need to 
make adjustments.”

Those policies are the cul-
mination of a yearlong effort 
by ABC to enact various struc-
tural reforms, including a rep-
resentative democracy, a series 
of ABC awards, derecognizing 
inactive groups, and a discre-
tionary budget for representa-
tives. Last semester, the board 
suspended new group recog-
nition and dissolved its three 

internal committees in order 
to focus on the reforms, which 
will be voted on by ABC groups 
at a town hall on April 9.

At the vote Wednesday, 
candidates discussed ongoing 
issues for the groups, includ-
ing resources like space and 
advisers.

Krishnan said he is cur-
rently in talks with the admin-
istration and University Event 

Professor Robert Harrist describes 
his experience in another country. 

Saving myself

The Lions will start Ivy play this 
weekend as they face Harvard, under 
new management this year, and 
Dartmouth, whose pitching has been 
remarkably dominant. 

Ivy play begins for 
baseball team
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Architects and urban planners talk public space and architecture in Chile. 
Wood Auditorium, Avery Hall, 1 p.m.

Zine Release/WBARXX Birthday Party

Assess: Chile at Columbia

Admit rate 
is record low 
after 33,000 
apps submitted

Andrea García-Vargas relates her 
experiences with depression.
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admit 
6.89% for 
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I FEEL LIKE A WOMAN  |  Mayoral candidate Christine Quinn (left) spoke at Barnard on Thursday 
with BC President Debora Spar about issues ranging from stop-and-frisk to paid sick leave.

BY CHARLOTTE 
MURTISHAW

Deputy Weekend Editor

Today, Weekend gets glam 
with the Easter Bonnet and 
Hat Parade, a secular supple-
ment to the holiday which be-
lievers (and non-believers) of 
all denominations can enjoy. 
Past hats include elaborate 
representations of skyscrapers, 
flowers, Starbucks, and other 
miscellany, topping off march-
ers who are dressed to the 
nines. Katie Best-Richmond 
brings you the scoop on the 
traditional procession, which 
has been running since the 
19th century, courtesy of the 
hatmakers who observe and 
participate annually. The fun 
doesn’t just stop Sunday: If 
you’re not able to make it, be 
sure to check our website af-
ter the fact for an eyeful of this 
year’s parade, courtesy of mul-
timedia deputies Lisa Huang 
and Megan Cunnane.

But for those of you who 
do make it down to the fes-
tival, we’ve prepared a list 
of other nearby attraction in 
case you get hungry (or need 
to use the bathroom). There 

are no bathrooms on the list, 
but there’s a movie theater, an 
art gallery, a café, and more—
and one of them probably has 
a bathroom somewhere.

In keeping with the lead, 
Spectator editors help pro-
duce a fashionable twist on our 
usual “Best of” feature with a 
“Who Wore It Best?” compe-
tition featuring the campus 
statuary. A&E editors Lesley 
Thulin and David Salazar join 
me in determining which cam-
pus hunk (of stone) rocks (get 
it?) a free promo fedora we got 
last semester.

Style is covered head-to-
toe in this week’s issue: Abby 
Mitchell, former A&E edi-
tor and shoe fanatic, stepped 
out to the FIT museum’s new 
shoe exhibit and gives it a luke-
warm review in the back page 
Flipside Guide. In other mu-
seum news, Jenny Payne had a 
whale of a time at the new ex-
hibit at the Museum of Natural 
History. 

Another highlight? Ryan 
Gosling. Check it out. 

COURTESY OF FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

This Weekend: Haberdashery 
highlights end of month

ESC executive 
board party 
running 
unopposed

SEE WEEKEND, 
pages B1-B4
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BY STEVEN LAU
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Columbia researchers are 
going beyond just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

Researchers at the Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory are 
developing a tool that will help 
scientists better understand how 
polar ice sheets are shifting.

The IcePod, an eight-foot-
long fiberglass capsule that 
houses a suite of sensors, is about 
a year away from being deployed 
to Antarctica and Greenland for 
full use, said Lamont-Doherty 
senior researcher Robin Bell, 
one of the lead scientists behind 
the project.

The IcePod sets itself apart 
from other tools used to study 
ice sheets primarily because it 
can collect data without requir-
ing researchers to be in the field. 
It is designed to hang off of the 
rear door of a Lockheed LC-130 
military aircraft so that, as the 
plane flies over polar regions, 
the pod’s sensors can gather 
data about the structure, com-
position, and temperature of ice 
sheets. 

Last week, the IcePod project 
team met with the New York Air 
National Guard’s 109th Airlift 
Wing in Schenectady, N.Y. to test 
the pod in the air for just the sec-
ond time.

“It’s been very exciting to fi-
nally see it in the air,” Bell said. 
“We’ve been talking about it so 
long it had kind of become, ‘Is 
this ever going to happen?’”

Now that the IcePod has 
been tested in the air twice on 
a small scale, the team of sci-
entists and the 109th Airlift 
Wing will travel with the pod 
to Greenland twice: first in April 
for 10 days of testing, and again 
in July to review any remain-
ing issues.

  The team may also travel 
to Antarctica for a final round 
of testing near the end of this 
year, although that trip is not 
yet set. Either way, the project 
is on track to be ready for real 
data collection next year, the re-
searchers said.

“It’s fantastically satisfying. 
Since Robin and I put the pro-
posal together, it’s been about 
three years,” Frearson said. 
“We’re very pleased to see it 
start coming together, and the 
University has a reasonable 
stake in it, so it’s nice to see it 
come out.”

Bell and Nick Frearson, the 
project’s lead engineer and a 
senior research associate at 
Lamont-Doherty, came up with 
the original concept for the 
IcePod more than three years 
ago after taking part in another 
study of ice sheets, Antarctica’s 
Gamburtsev Province Project.

Since receiving a grant for 
more than $4 million from the 
National Science Foundation 
in May 2010—to which the 
University added about anoth-
er $2 million—the team of re-
searchers has worked to turn its 
innovative design into a reality.

“By looking at the slopes that 
the ice is flowing over, you can 
understand how much ice is go-
ing to move from the land into 
the sea,” Frearson said. “The 
outcome of our work will par-
tially be used to contribute to 
the study of the sea level rise and 
getting a handle on how fast that 
is happening.”

Frearson said that the data 
collected is then analyzed and 
used to produce three-dimen-
sional computer models of the 
ice sheets and bedrock under-
neath and to make predictions 
about how changes in the ice 
sheets will affect other environ-
mental issues.

The system is designed so 
that the Air National Guard can 
operate the IcePod without the 
assistance of scientists during 
standard missions to the Arctic 
and Antarctic. Major Joshua 
Hicks, the 109th Airlift Wing’s 
program manager for IcePod, 
said that the device can be at-
tached to any of the Guard’s LC-
130s as it flies missions over the 
polar ice sheets. That means the 

IcePod research can piggyback 
on other projects, Frearson said.

“The aircrew would essen-
tially need to install the pod 
and, in an opportune mission, 
just press the start button and 
allow the sensors to collect 
data,” Hicks said. “There’s noth-
ing else that’s in the Air National 
Guard that allows for this roll-
on, roll-off capability.”

The IcePod contains sev-
eral instruments, including a 
scanning laser, a high-resolu-
tion visual camera, an infrared 
camera, and two types of radar. 
Data from these instruments is 
intended to give scientists new 
insights into the external and 
internal structure of ice sheets.

“Temperature surface map-
ping of glaciers has virtually not 
been done, so that’s going to be 
a huge new body of data,” Scott 
Brown, a senior research associ-
ate on the project, said.

Beyond the actual gathering 
of data, the IcePod project is 
also focused on informing the 
Columbia community about 
the issue of climate change 
and how science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math 
are vital to understanding the 
environment.

“We have projects that range 
from just general engaging the 
community and making the 
polar regions a little bit more 
accessible to them on down 
to developing actual curricu-
lum pieces around some of the 
geophysical data sets we’ll be 
collecting,” Margie Turrin, the 
project’s education coordina-
tor, said.

steven.lau
@columbiaspectator.com 
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BREAK THE ICE  |  A team of researchers from Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory are teaming up with the National Guard. 

For new ABC president, funding allocation key

Management about optimizing 
the precalendaring process, 
which would help space issues.

“I want to work with UEM 
to find out which spaces are 
underutilized,” he said.

Lee agreed, adding that 
groups sometimes book space 
and then don’t use it.

“We have to make sure we 
use the amount of resources we 
have efficiently,” he said. Lee 
said de-recognition of inac-
tive groups will free up more 
resources for active groups to 
use.

In his speech, Lee also 
talked about the current fund-
ing allocation process, which 
is being re-evaluated. The 
number of groups ABC over-
sees doesn’t grow propor-
tionally with the allocation 
ABC receives from the coun-
cils through the Funding at 

Columbia University process—
or F@CU—each spring, so new 
groups tend to have lower 
allocations.

“It’s difficult for them to 
get out of that lower pool, but 
in order to make changes that 
are fair, we need to make the 
allocation review a lot more 
detailed,” Lee said.

Lee said that ABC hopes to 
offer new ways for clubs to se-
cure funding by competing for 
prizes like “best new event,” 
which would result in a larger 
allocation.

Outgoing president Saketh 
Kalathur, CC ’13, said that the 
biggest change for the board 
would be the transition to a 
representative democracy. 
Currently, representatives 
are elected at a April town 
hall each year. If the propos-
al is approved, groups will be 
able to elect representatives 
for their club’s subcategory 

themselves—for example, per-
forming arts groups will be al-
lowed to elect the performing 
arts representative.

Two candidates ran for each 
position except vice presi-
dent, which was uncontested. 
Yoshida-Are ran against Hamza 
Khan, CC ’14, who was not 
present, and Singh ran against 
Steve Kwon, CC ’14.

Krishnan said empowering 
the representative role is key.

“My vision for next year is 
simply to redefine ABC as a 
governing entity, redefine the 
role of the rep, what is their 
place between clubs and be-
tween ABC, and redefining 
the connection between clubs 
themselves and ABC,” he said. 
“We’re going into a year where 
everything is up in the air, so I 
think next year is really about 
finding what works.” 

lillian.chen
@columbiaspectator.com

The Hudson River 
Foundation will begin dis-
bursing $1.5 million in grants 
to environmental preserva-
tion groups in Community 
District 9 this May after the 
settlement of a long-standing 
legal controversy over a West 
Harlem wastewater treat-
ment plant.

Clay Hiles, the executive 
director of the foundation, 
said the proposed projects 
would improve the West 
Harlem environment “both 
directly and indirectly.” The 
25 grant proposals that have 
been submitted ranged from 
improving air or water quali-
ty to starting local communi-
ty gardens to enacting odor 
abatement around the plant.

“There are a bunch of ter-
rific organizations and active 
individuals trying to do amaz-
ing things,” Hiles said. “So I 
feel really confident that we 
will see some progress will be 
made in this round of fund-
ing, as well as the subsequent 
rounds of funding we do until 
this money is gone.”

Organizations must be 
able to match the size of any 

grant they receive, which 
can range from $5,000 to 
$25,000, and demonstrate 
that the project will eventu-
ally become self-sustaining 
and involve members of the 
surrounding community.

Winning proposals will 
be announced in early 
June after approval from 
the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 
The foundation is also plan-
ning to announce a sec-
ond round of grants in May 
with a mid-July application 
deadline.

The funding comes from 
a settlement over the North 
River Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, at 145th Street below 
the Riverbank State Park. 
After the state conservation 
agency cracked down on 
regulatory violations at the 
plant in 1992, it mandated 
that the city Department of 
Environmental Preservation 
create a fund to improve 
the environment of the sur-
rounding area.

Community Board 9 chair 
Rev. Georgiette Morgan-
Thomas said that after years 

of lobbying, the board was 
“finally able to get the funds 
released to the community” 
and delivered to the Hudson 
River Foundation, which 
handles scientific research 
and environmental contro-
versies relating to the river. 
“This is our opportunity to 
utilize that $1.2 million that 
was awarded to our commu-
nity,” Morgan-Thomas said. 
“It’s one thing to talk and 
complain and whine about 
not having services, but this 
is our opportunity for groups 
to be involved and do some-
thing helpful and worth-
while for our community.”

While Morgan-Thomas 
lauded the grants, the treat-
ment plant itself remains 
controversial. In July 2011, 
an explosion dumped an es-
timated 200 million gallons 
of raw sewage into the riv-
er. DNAInfo reported at the 
time that the plant dumped 
roughly 800 million gallons 
of untreated sewage into 
the Hudson per year, even 
when operating at normal 
capacity.

—Chris Meyer

NEWS BRIEF

Barnard audience divided over Quinn’s speech

she said. “We need to put an in-
frastructure of reform around 
stop-and-frisk.”

Quinn’s boisterous attitude 
was a topic of discussion after the 
New York Times published a pro-
file of her this week in which she 
was described as shouting at poli-
ticians and aides and threatening 
to cut opponents’ “balls off.” She 
seemed to embrace the charac-
terization on Thursday.

Quinn said that she has strug-
gled with the definitions that so-
ciety gives women of how they 
should behave. Those definitions, 
she said, involve “what good girls 
are supposed to do, how loud you 
should or shouldn’t be.”

Quinn added, “I’ve lost that 
battle.”

Attendees were divided on 
how effective Quinn’s speech 
was. Embry Owen, BC ’12 and 

a former Spectator photo edi-
tor, said she went to the speech 
because Quinn has “been on my 
radar.”

“I thought she was really im-
pressive,” Owen said. “She gave 
really specific answers for what 
she wants to change and not 
broad generalizations that you 
hear from a lot of politicians.”

Lisa Bernard, SIPA ’89, who 
went to the speech with her 
daughter Samantha Bernard,    
BC ’13, called Quinn “terrific.”

“She really puts a human feel-
ing to political issues,” she said. 
After hearing Quinn speak about 
her relationship with her wife 
several years ago, Bernard said, 
she decided to support same-sex 
marriage over the more limiting 
civil unions.

On the other hand, Nava 
Kantor, BC ’12, said Quinn’s mes-
sage about the high standards 
women are held to is “a trope that 
Spar has been talking about a lot.”

“It seemed like she read that 
stuff and wanted to tell the audi-
ence that,” she said. “It was pretty 
standard from what’s been com-
ing out of this college. It wasn’t 
anything new.”

After speaking at Barnard, 
Quinn was whisked a few blocks 
south to Bank Street College of 
Education where she spoke at a 
mayoral candidate forum.

jillian.kumagai
@columbiaspectator.com 

overall applications to both 
schools rose 5 percent from 
the year before. The class of 
2017 was selected from a pool 
of applicants hailing from all 
50 states, the U.S. territories, 
and nearly 70 countries. Two 
years ago, for the class of 2015, 
the acceptance rate was 6.92 
percent, the previous selectiv-
ity record.

According to Columbia 
College spokesperson Sydney 
Gross, 1,351 students checked 
their decisions online within 
the first 30 seconds that they 
were available, starting at 5 
p.m. EDT. In fewer than four 
minutes, a student from the 
Chicago suburbs became the 
first to indicate plans to enroll.

Now that the letters of ac-
ceptance have been mailed, 
the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions will be hosting a 
number of outreach efforts, in-
cluding the two-day overnight 

visit Days on Campus, lunch 
programs, phone-a-thons, and 
postcards. 

“Over the next few weeks, 
we will focus our efforts on 
showing them how a Columbia 
education could in turn enrich 
their lives,” Marinaccio said.

Christine Wang, from Ladue 
Horton Watkins High School 
in St. Louis, Mo., said her ac-
ceptance letter was a complete 
surprise.

“I really didn’t expect to get 
in,” she said. “I’m so happy.”

Wang said that while she’s 

still weighing her options, she 
and her parents were ecstatic 
to find out that she had been 
accepted. 

“We were, like, jumping up 
and down,” she said. “I’m a lit-
tle ashamed to admit that I did 
cry a little.”

Barnard admitted its class 
of 2017 Wednesday but has not 
yet released any details.

Hannah Borghi, from 
Central Bucks High School East 
in Bucks County, Pa., checked 
her decision Wednesday night 
and said she was “over the 
moon” when she read her ac-
ceptance letter. She said she 
is still waiting to hear back 
from a few other schools but 
that Barnard remains her first 
choice.

“I freaked out,” she said. 
“I’ve wanted to go to Barnard 
since I was 14 or something ri-
diculous like that. I told my par-
ents right after, and they, like, 
cried. It was just emotional.”

tracey.wang
@columbiaspectator.com

Number of overall CC, SEAS apps rise, 5 percent
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ADMIT IT  |  Jessica Marinaccio and the rest of the Office of Admissions celebrate the mailing of the 
admitted student letters on Thursday, after admitting a record-low 6.89 percent of applicants.

“I really didn’t 
expect to get in. I’m 
so happy.”

—Christine Wang, 
high school senior 

from St. Louis, Mo.

ABC from front page

ADMISSIONS from
 front page

QUINN from front page

“She really puts a 
human feeling to 
political issues.”

—Lisa Bernard, SIPA ’89

CU researchers develop tool to monitor ice sheets CC, SEAS ADMISSIONS STATISTICS
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Hudson River Foundation to dole out $1.5M in grants
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“7510: No matter how much shit you’re 
dealing with, you never let it show. You still 
keep it together and power on.”

That was the Columbia Admirers 
post I got two days ago. Last week, 

though, I was anything but “keeping it 
together.” Maybe I was on the verge of 
a nervous breakdown, maybe I wasn’t, 
but whatever it was, I wasn’t living. 
Every moment, I was on edge—one 
more grain of stress, one more reason 
to feel worthless and empty, could be 
the clincher to a breakdown.

I tried to tell the one person who 
stayed behind in my suite over spring 
break that I wasn’t doing well. I complained to him that 
anxiety was racking my brain, that I couldn’t get work 
done.

His response: “You can do it! You can get things 
done!”

I tried the same thing with multiple friends, tex-
ting them or Gchatting them. “I feel anxious. I feel like 
I can’t get work done,” was the extent of what I said. 
They all sent words of support: “You can do it! You’re 
successful!”

That’s not what I wanted. That’s like telling a race-
track driver, “You can do it! You can reach the finish 
line!” when in fact the car fuel has already run out or 
the driver in the front seat is immobilized. And before 
you know it, there she crashes. But I couldn’t tell them 
what I wanted. I couldn’t tell them exactly what I felt, 
too embarrassed to explicitly say how out-of-control 
I felt. So out-of-control I couldn’t get work done, my 
Word documents stayed blank, and I could barely eat. 
That I couldn’t express that the panic inside made me 
scared I would lose control and something worse than 
just a nervous breakdown would happen.

Worse than a nervous breakdown, you might ask? 
What does that mean?

It started eight years, six months, two weeks ago. It 
ended two years, 13 days ago. Sept. 15, 2004, and March 
16, 2011. Those were the first and the last times I cut 
myself. I was saying through cuts what I didn’t want to 
say in words.

Because I didn’t speak up early, because I was a 
quiet, ashamed teenager and a quiet, ashamed under-
graduate (at least, for a couple years), I got to that point 
several times. I got to the point where my mind was so 
addled with the junk of depression and from not speak-
ing that hurting myself felt like the only option. An op-
tion that took me years to realize was only a temporary 
solution, that did nothing to help me—at the most, I felt 
ashamed that I’d done it, and my wrists would feel ugly, 
raw.

One of the few times I remember my peers actually 
explicitly offering support and pushing me to get help 
was that last time I did it. They were hurt and shocked 
that I was doing it, and they immediately told me to 
contact Counseling and Psychological Services. One of 
them even escorted me to CPS’s walk-in hours.

The reason I didn’t hurt myself again was because in 
doing so, I hurt my friends. I couldn’t bear them losing 
sleep over me, and couldn’t bear them not trusting me 
with a pair of scissors. After that, things got better.

Then last week, on Saturday afternoon, as I sat in 
my room, I was brought to the horrifying prospect that 
I might lose self-control again, because I just wasn’t 
speaking. Something might happen. I might be driven 
to that edge again.

But somehow, I calmed down in the den of my room. 
I noticed that, though, I was choking on the silence 
I was forcing on myself, I didn’t have to—I had pro-
grammed myself into it. I didn’t have to continue it un-
til I reached the point of cutting, as I had years before. 

I reached out to a friend. I sat in Brad’s with her 
and then just let it out. Let out the ugly, the anger, the 
numbness. And by the time 8 p.m. hit and I had spoken 
out everything I felt, I was finally able to smile naturally 
for the first time in days. She encouraged me to contin-
ue going to the therapy I had started, to reach out to her 
and to other people when she couldn’t be there. 

That didn’t mean everything immediately got better. 
As I write this, those shitty feelings are still weighing 
down on me. But I stopped the vicious circle of silence, 
before the silence plummeted into something worse. 

For those of you at Columbia who get sucked into 
this silence: I’m writing this for you. But we should also 
remember that to avoid getting to the point of self-harm 
is not the only goal. It’s about not letting life be a shit-
hole that you have drag yourself through. And that’ll be 
a long-term goal, but talking is a start.

To whoever wrote my Columbia Admirers post: 
Thank you. I appreciate the sentiment, and that you 
think I’m strong. Still, sometimes the strongest action 
comes not from “keeping it together,” not from staying 
silent—and not necessarily from publishing an article in 
Spectator about it, either—but from having the courage 
to talk to the very people who can help us. 

Sometimes, “not keeping it together” early on in 
your spiral of depression and telling someone else 
exactly what you’re going through is far better than 
“keeping it together” for a long time—and then plum-
meting into that edge. Sometimes, it’s OK to not keep 
our shit together.

And then we can power on. 

Andrea García-Vargas is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in English literature and creative writing. She is a 
former Spectator editorial page editor. The Elephant in the 

Room runs alternate Fridays.

How to save your life
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For those of you at Columbia who 
get sucked into this silence: I’m 
writing this for you.

BY ROBERT E. HARRIST, JR.

I was chairman of the department of art history and 
archaeology for four years. Like most administrative 
jobs in academia, that of department chair consisted 
of sitting at a desk reading and writing 
email messages. Incoming messages in-
cluded announcements from officials in 
Low Library, requests from colleagues and 
students, and exchanges with my superb 
office staff about the everyday running 
of the department. Many other messages, 
which did not require responses, concerned conferences 
in remote cities I could not attend, products I could 
not use, and statements from political figures I did not 
support.

Gradually, as the messages multiplied, I discovered that 
I had become addicted to receiving them: The ping emitted 
by my computer announcing the arrival of a new message 
triggered an instant compulsion to read. What if an old 
friend had unexpectedly written to me? What if I had won 
a book prize? What if my son’s school was announcing the 
date of the spring fair? I needed to know! These were not 
things that could wait. Anxiety over possibly missing some-
thing took control of my mind. I lived in a constant state of 
distraction. My powers of concentration, never acute, were 
sadly diminished by my obsessive desire to communicate 
instantly with people all over the world. Normally outgo-
ing and sunny, I became morose and secretive. In short, my 
brain was being taken over.

Fortunately, the end of my chairmanship allowed me 
to break free. With the support of family and friends, rest 
and fresh air, as well as a diet of simple healthful food, 
I made a good recovery. Though lapses do occur, I like 
to believe that I have kicked the email habit, restricting 
myself to occasionally scanning my inbox at set times 
during the day. 

Applying my regained self-control, I have resisted sug-
gestions from friends that I acquire a cellphone for calls and 
text messages, fearing that a new addiction might replace 
the old. Email almost completely destroyed my mind, and 
a cellphone would likely finish the job. In addition, my lack 
of manual dexterity would make it extremely difficult for 
me to use such a device. (I also can’t get the hang of using 
the word “text” as a verb.)

Having been through my own valley of despair during 
my email addiction, I understand the compulsion to stay 
“connected,” but I continue to wonder—especially here 
on campus—what urgent situations make constant use of 
cellphones so common. Are people in the early stages of 
intense love affairs that require more-or-less non-stop ex-
changes of endearments? Are they monitoring the health 
of a hospitalized relative or friend? Are they staying in 
close touch with their stock brokers? I am curious, but 
too timid to ask.

In the only space at Columbia over which I have some 
sway—my own classroom—I ask that students disconnect, 
that they refrain from using laptops or electronic devices 
of any kind. I make this request not only to eliminate the 
ever-present temptation to check Facebook, tweet, text, or 
blog while listening to me lecture, but also because in an 
art history class focused on discussion of projected images, 
there is only room for one glowing screen, and it needs to 
be the big one up front, toward which all attention should 
be directed. Compliance with my requests that a digital-
free zone be maintained in my classes has been almost 
uniformly good-natured and complete. Office hours have 
been a little different. 

I recently had a visit from a student who came to 
discuss a paper assignment. While talking to me, this 
person paused to receive a text message and was about 
to respond when I suggested rather sternly that he was 
simply too busy and his life too full to be wasting his 
time talking to me about something as frivolous as art 
history. Softening, I told him about how I had shaken off 
my email habit and spoke reassuringly of how he might 
be able to control his excessive texting, perhaps with 
the help of cold showers.

My unease with nonstop digital communication is, I 
know, a symptom of the great generational divide that sepa-
rates those of us who made our first telephone calls on 
rotary dial phones from young folk accustomed to round-
the-clock use of sleek, app-rich devices that even the pro-
ducers of “Star Trek”—a favorite show of my 1960s-era 
youth—could not have dreamed up. The danger, it seems 
to me, of always being connected electronically to people 
who are not present is that it leads to ignoring those who 
are—exceedingly rude behavior for members of any genera-
tion. In a community like that of Columbia, where we are 
both energized and distracted by the ceaseless diversions 
of New York, quietly paying attention to each other, dis-
connected from the background static of e-this and i-that, 
could make life richer.

There is much more to be said about the menace of elec-
tronic devices in civic, social, and academic life. (Don’t get 
me started on the subject of sonic leakage from iPods on 
the subway.) But I’ll stop here and just take a peek at my 
email, because you never know...

The author is the Jane and Leopold Swergold Professor 
of Chinese Art History. He was the chair of the art history 
and archaeology department from 2007 to 2011.

Confessions of a 
former email addict

The danger of always being 
connected electronically to people 
who are not present is that it leads 
to ignoring those who are.
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The Columbia College Student Council campaign 
season this year will lack the somewhat dramatic 

tone it has taken in the recent past. This is mainly due 
to a lack of competition for almost every major position 
on the council, including the majority of class council 
positions and, most importantly and surprisingly, the 
executive board leading CCSC. 

This is good for several reasons: Besides eliminating 
any possibility of vitriol, it will allow the candidates’ 
messages and goals to be heard instead of being over-
shadowed by campaign rhetoric. But it will also mean 
that we will have none of the usual forums through 
which we can hear these candidates discuss their goals. 
A lack of substantive discussion in any campus campaign 
cycle is going to raise eyebrows in a community such as 
ours, which thrives off debate. It is quite possible that, 
through a general apathy on the part of the larger stu-
dent community, the 2013-2014 CCSC leadership will go 
into its term unexamined and without any real mandates 
for effecting positive change at Columbia. 

That said, there is an equally valid, and optimis-
tic, interpretation of a race that draws only one party 
ticket. The lack of competition may simply be a result 
of the fact that so many people on CCSC want to con-
tinue serving and that the rest of the student body is 
content to let them do so. What may seem like cronyism 

or apathy is actually a testament to how well CCSC did 
this year, both in managing its own internal affairs and 
addressing real student needs.

No one will be able to say which of these two inter-
pretations holds more truth until next year, when the 
new CCSC begins to take shape. From what we know 
of the five executive board candidates, we have a lot 
to look forward to from next year’s CCSC. But even 
with the election a foregone conclusion, we hope to 
get the chance to hear “It’s Always Sunny at Columbia” 
articulate its goals. 

Perhaps the most probable reason there is only 
one party running is that there was a decided lack of 
awareness on campus about the fact that CCSC elec-
tion registration was ongoing. While it’s true that 
students who would like to get involved in govern-
ment usually seek out the information on how to run, 
a more casual would-be candidate would have had a 
harder time. The CCSC Elections Board Facebook 
group has been silent since April of 2011. There was 
not, as far as our board could discern, a single use of 
social media to promote this election season. While 
the board did make some colored posters, it clearly 
did not do enough to garner the attention of the wider 
student community.

The elections board has only one job that occurs 
at two points during the entire school year (the other 
time being first-year elections in the fall semester)—it 
has no excuse not to dedicate a significant amount 
of time to publicizing elections. We hope that the 
new elections board, which is responsible for both 
overseeing and publicizing all CCSC elections, fulfills 
the second of these two responsibilities with greater 
vigor next year.

Let’s get this 
party started

STAFF EDITORIAL

ILLUSTRATION BY ELIZABETH WILLIAMS

Each Friday, a professor will share scholastic wisdom readers won’t find in 
lectures. Suggestions regarding which professors to feature are welcome.

The Columbia Daily Spectator accepts op-eds on any topic relevant to the 

Columbia University and Morningside Heights community. Op-eds should 

be roughly 650 words in length. We require that op-eds be sent exclusively 

to Spectator and will not consider articles that have already been published 

elsewhere. Letters to the Editor should be no longer than 350 words and must 

refer to an article from Spectator or The Eye or a Spectrum post. Submissions 

should be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com. Please paste all submissions 

into the body of the email. Should we decide to publish your submission, we will 

contact you via email.
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

LOOKING FOR A QUIET PLACE to 
write or study? Columbia grad offers 
timeshare of artist studio on W118 St 
near CU. Hours flexible. Terms to be 
discussed. Call (917) 301-6105. Please 
leave name and phone number if no 
answer.

REMOVE UNWANTED TATTOOS
Board Certified Dermatologist special-
izing exclusively in Laser Tatoo Re-
moval. Columbia alumnus, Class of ‘81. 
www.TattooRemovalExpert.com. Call 
(212) 358-7500.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EARN $8000 A CYCLE
NYC healthy women 19-29 needed as 
egg donors. Help someone create a 
family. Confidential. Apply at MyDonor. 
net

 
SEEKING MATH TUTOR for 7th grad-
er for June/July. Please email phone 
number and brief statement for qual-
ification to globalwu@gmail.com

WORLD’S BEST SPANISH TEACHER 
offers Skype lessons: $15/hr! Javier, 
everybody’s favorite professor at lan-
guage institute in Mexico, teaches all 
levels brilliantly. Especially clear with 
complex verb tenses. Call now for info, 
he’ll fill up fast! (212) 662-1986; or 
Javier at alexfa1330@hotmail.com; 
Skype:javier.escobedo6.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

BUYING, SELLING OR RENTING AN 
ap? Work with a top-rated NYC agent 
and CU alum, Josh Nathanson (CC’94, 
SIPA’99). Contact Josh to save time, 
money and stress for all of your Real 
Estate needs. www.joshnathanson.com 
jrn@corcoran.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$220K for a 2 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

3 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$239K for a 3 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com
2 BR APT 18 MINUTES FROM CU

$165K for 2 BR co-op apt located on 
160 St betw B’way and Amsterdam. 
Hardwood floors and spacious lay-
out. Close to public transp. Income 
restrictions apply. To vew, please call 
Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-
anresales@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



track and field
Texas Relays
Austin, Texas
Friday, 7 p.m.
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the slate

Coming off a strong showing at the Governor’s Cup Regatta 
on Canal 54 in Florida, the heavyweight rowing team will look 
to further build its momentum this Friday against Rutgers in 
the locally contested Collins Cup. In last year’s Collins Cup 
in New Jersey, the Light Blue’s heavyweight rowers swept 
the Scarlet Knights in spite of the rough weather, and they 
will push for a repeat performance on Saturday. The Lions 
take to the water in their second event of the season at the 
New York Athletic Club Boathouse at Orchard Beach this 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

—Kyle Perrotti 

MEN’S HEAVYWEIGHT ROWING

The women’s rowing team will travel to Philadelphia this 
weekend, as Penn hosts Columbia and Yale in the Connell Cup 
races. Yale, ranked No. 11, has won this race every year since 
2000. Last year, Columbia came in second, which was the first 
time the Lions defeated Penn in the Connell Cup since 2007. 
Columbia is ranked No. 18 after an impressive fall season. Last 
week, the Lions won all five of their races at the Governor’s 
Cup. The action starts this Saturday on the Schuylkill River, Pa. 

—Mollie Galchus 

WOMEN’S ROWING

On Saturday, the Columbia women’s tennis squad, ranked 
No. 62 in the nation, will face No. 64 Cornell in the first Ivy 
League match of the season. The Lions, now 7-4 on the sea-
son, fell 4-3 to No. 49 Southern Methodist in their final game 
of spring break, breaking the Light Blue’s five-game winning 
streak. Entering Ivy League play, the duo of junior Bianca 
Sanon and freshman Kanika Vaidya, ranked No. 38 in the 
country, has impressed in the first doubles spot for the Lions. 
After three victories in South Carolina over break, the Big Red, 
11-0 on the season, earned its first spot in the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association’s national rankings since Cornell coach 
Mike Stevens’ hiring three years ago. Two Big Red players, 
Dena Tanenbaum and Lauren Frazier, have undefeated re-
cords in singles competition, at 11-0 and 10-0, respectively. In 
the all-time series, Cornell has taken 19 matches to Columbia’s 
11, but the Lions topped the Big Red in both of last year’s con-
tests, both by the score of 5-2. Saturday’s match will take place 
at 12 p.m. at the Reis Tennis Center in Ithaca, N.Y.

—Ike Clemente Kitman 

WOMEN’S TENNIS

briefs

softball
vs. Dartmouth
Columbia Softball 
Field
Friday, 2 p.m.
Friday, 4 p.m.

softball
vs. Harvard
CU Softball Field
Saturday, 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

women’s rowing
at Penn, Yale 
(Connell Cup)
Philadelphia, Pa

women’s tennis
at Cornell
Ithaca, N.Y.
Saturday, 12 p.m.

baseball
vs. Harvard
Robertson Field
Saturday, 12 p.m.
Saturday, 3 p.m.

heavyweight 
rowing

vs. Rutgers (Collins 
Cup)
Saturday, 12:40 p.m.

men’s tennis
at Cornell
Ithaca, N.Y.
Saturday, 2 p.m.

baseball
vs. Dartmouth
Robertson Field
Sunday, 12 p.m.
Sunday, 2 p.m.

lacrosse
vs. Fresno State
Robert K. Kraft Field
Sunday, 7 p.m.

ROBERT MITCHELL 
Spectator Staff Writer

For either Columbia (1-8, 0-4 
Ivy) or Fresno State (1-6), Sunday 
will bring very good news—the 
end to a dismal 
losing streak. 
Like Columbia, 
Fresno State has 
yet to pick up a 
victory since 
winning its sea-
son opener.

Against this Bulldogs squad, 
the Lions can expect a somewhat 
favorable matchup. Despite its 
record, Columbia has managed 
to force over nine turnovers per 
game. Fresno State currently 
holds a -42 turnover differen-
tial. Averaging only 18.3 shots on 

goal and fewer than eight goals 
per game, the Bulldogs have had 
difficulty maintaining a potent 
offense. 

In many ways, the two teams 
are quite similar in how they 
have reached this point in the 
season. Both squads have had 
difficulty starting games, getting 
outscored overall in the first half 
of play. However, unlike Fresno 
State, the Light Blue has done a 
much better job of fighting back 
out of huge deficits, sending two 
games into overtime, though 
each ended in a loss. Columbia 
has also increased its goal output 
from 31 to 48 after the break to 
overcome its inconsistent play.

The main engine of the team’s 
offensive playmaking continues 
to be senior Kacie Johnson, who 

became the first Lions player 
to make 200-plus goals, as she 
notched her fifth hat trick of the 
season in Wednesday’s 18-7 loss 
to Princeton. Johnson leads the 
team in goals scored and assists, 
with 30 and five, respective-
ly, on the year. However, after 
their big three of Johnson, se-
nior Kelly Buechel, and junior 
Paige Cuscovitch, the Lions have 
found it difficult to produce of-
fensive stars on a game-to-game 
basis. To keep its season from 
falling to further depths, the 
team will need other players to 
step up.

Columbia and Fresno State 
meet at Robert K. Kraft Field on 
Sunday at 7 p.m.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

MICHAEL DISCENZA / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LION LEADER  |  Senior Kacie Johnson became the first Lion to make 200-plus goals and leads the 
team in goals scored and assists.

Lions host Fresno St., look for second win

lacrosse

or disagree with the lawsuit,” 
Cousins said. “A lot of them are 
squeamish about job security 
and the meter’s running.”

A Faculty House vouch-
er dated March 25 provided 
to Spectator by the Student-
Worker Solidarity group did 
not include a sentence about 
an included tip. A University 
spokesperson declined to com-
ment, and Spectator was unable 
to verify independently wheth-
er the form was representative. 
The rest of the voucher looks 
identical to the one included in 
the lawsuit. 

Meanwhile, the University 
and Local 100, the union rep-
resenting the workers, agreed 
to an extension of health insur-
ance for employees beyond an 

earlier March 31 deadline. The 
insurance will only extend for as 
long as the employees are work-
ing, meaning it will end when 
they are let go seasonally in the 
summer.

Cousins and members 
of SWS—which has been 

supporting Faculty House work-
ers since December—claim that 
by the time Cousins had filed his 
lawsuit on Monday, Columbia 
had updated the vouchers’ lan-
guage and gotten rid of the para-
graph about tips altogether.

Other unions on campus 
have received salary increases 
as much as 17 percent over five 
years—and update their clas-
sification to reflect the hours 
they work. Right now, part-time 
workers sometimes work closer 
to 60 hours per week.

“You see the good money, 
and that comes with 80 hours, 
90,” Zeljko Mendic, a Faculty 
House waiter, said. “But I also 
have a wife, two daughters, and 
it makes no sense for you to work 
90 hours if you don’t get to see 
your family.”

cecilia.reyes
@columbiaspectator.com 

LABOR SUIT 
from front page

students is to increase the council’s 
presence during the New Student 
Orientation Program. 

“One thing I’m really looking 
forward to doing is really working 
with NSOP next year and hoping to 
introduce council to students the 
first week they come to Columbia,” 
Bhatt said. “I think that’s the best 
chance for us as council members 
to go out and stress the work coun-
cil is doing and get more people 

involved.”
Michelle Lee, SEAS ’16, is run-

ning for class of 2016 president 
with the ClasSEAS party against 
current class of 2016 representa-
tive Stephanie Lee, who is leading 
the Fu’tastic Four party. Michelle 
said in an email that her party’s 
platform is focused on creating a 
“stronger identity for both ESC and 
the engineering school as a whole.”

“Right now, we feel that en-
gineering at Columbia, both in 
terms of student council and the 

engineering school, is sometimes 
overshadowed by the college, and 
we want to emphasize the engi-
neering community,” Michelle 
said. 

She also said she hopes to 
create a “consolidated web-
site and communication tool” 
for the council along the lines 
of Columbia College Student 
Council’s yourccsc.com. 

Voting begins on April 8.
ben.gittelson

@columbiaspectator.com

Voting for ESC will open on April 8
ELECTION from front page

“It makes no sense 
for you to work 90 
hours if you don’t 
get to see your fam-
ily. ”

—Zeljko Mendic, 
Faculty House Worker

Cousins stresses unity among workers
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FULL COUNT

KEYS TO 
THE  GAME

1Columbia has a huge edge in 
terms of pitching. Harvard’s 
inconsistency can be seen 
with their team ERA of 6.69, 
compared to Columbia’s 4.21 
ERA. 

Inconsistent 
Pitching

2Harvard’s players tend to 
strike out a lot, so Columbia 
pitchers should be aggressive 
and have control in the zone 
in order to tally the Ks. 

Stay in the zone

3With Harvard’s pitching be-
ing so inconsistent, the Lions 
should sit back on pitches and 
look to get extra base hits. 

Have the Power

Carlton Bailey (2B)
AVG: .254, OBP: .288, SLG: .270

HARVARD

Mitch Klug (3B)
AVG: .246, OBP: .307, SLG: .275

Mike Martin (CF)
AVG: .353, OBP: .488, SLG: .441

Brandon Kregel (RF)
AVG: .301, OBP: .354, SLG: .425

Ethan Ferreira (C)
AVG: .259, OBP: .411, SLG: .310

DJ Link (DH)
AVG: .234, OBP: .279, SLG: .234

 Tanner Anderson 
(SS)
AVG: .205 OBP: .300 SLG: .227

Nick Saathoff (1B)
AVG: .108, OBP: .267, SLG: .135

Jeff Hajdin (LF)
AVG: .180, OBP: .268, SLG: .180

PROJECTED
BATTING
LINEUP

DARTMOUTH

Trent Goodrich (SS)
AVG: .300, OBP: .326, SLG: .350

Ennis Coble (LF)
AVG: .348, OBP: .412, SLG: .500

Dustin Selzer (1B)
AVG: .244, OBP: .370, SLG: .311

Nick Lombardi (3B)
AVG: .386, OBP: .391, SLG: .773

Joe Purritano (DH)
AVG: .280, OBP: .333, SLG: .320

Matt MacDowell (C)
AVG: .366, OBP: .381, SLG: .585

Nick Ruppert (CF)
AVG: .395, OBP: .471, SLG: .465

Jeff Keller (RF)
AVG: 311., OBP: .407, SLG: .578

Matt Parisi (2B)
AVG: .273, OBP: .333, SLG: .327

KEYS TO 
THE  GAME

1Since Dartmouth’s pitching 
has been incredible, coach 
Boretti will want his play-
ers to have quality at bats, 
in which they work deep 
counts, limit strikeouts, and 
stay patient. 

Quality at-bats

2The Lions will need to use 
small ball to gain runs, as the 
Big Green’s pitching is sure 
to limit the number of extra 
base hits. 

Play small ball

3Dartmouth players can hit in 
the clutch, so the Lions will 
need to limit free bases and 
errors especially. This has 
recently been an issue for the 
Lions that will be a key fac-
tor as they face Dartmouth’s 
strong rotation. 

Limit free bases

JORDAN SERENA 
(CF)
AVG: .212, OBP: .308, SLG: .303

Nick Crucet (2B)
AVG: .270, OBP: .370, SLG: .317

Eric Williams (DH)
AVG: .208, OBP: .394, SLG: .283

Alex Black (1B)
AVG: .295, OBP: .405, SLG: .475

Nick Ferraresi (RF)
AVG: .254, OBP: .320, SLG: .373

Logan Boyher (LF)
AVG: .227, OBP: .239, SLG: .273 

Aaron Silbar (SS)
AVG: .270, OBP: .304, SLG: .317

David Vandercook 
(3B)
AVG: .138, OBP: .242, SLG: .172

Mike Fischer (C)
AVG: .216, OBP: .326, SLG: .432

David Speer
Columbia
ERA: 2.88, K: 21, BB: 7

Joey Donino
Columbia
ERA: 5.79, K: 21, BB: 8

GAME 1 GAME 2

VS. VS. 

BY MELISSA CHEUNG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s out-
door track and field squads have 
a busy weekend ahead of them, 
as they will be di-
vided between 
three meets 
across the United 
States. Several 
Lions who have 
already trav-
eled south for the 
Texas Relays are set to continue 
competion on Friday in Austin. 
The Light Blue will also send rep-
resentatives to the 29th Annual 
Stanford Invitational and the 18th 
Annual Monmouth University 
Season Opener.

Columbia got off to a good 
start in Texas. On the men’s side, 
senior Paul Snyder finished in the 
top 20 in the 5,000-meter run. 
For the Light Blue women, se-
nior Uju Ofoche took 14th place 
in her long jump flight, and senior 
QueenDenise Okeke and sopho-
more Nadia Eke won second and 
eighth places, respectively, in their 
triple jump flight. The individual 
sprints and sprint relays are sched-
uled for Friday, when the rest of 
the Lions will compete.

A group of eight distance run-
ners will represent the Light Blue 
at Stanford, where more than 

3,300 athletes from over 100 col-
legiate teams are slated to race. 
On the men’s side, sophomores 
Daniel Everett and Paul Ross and 
seniors Mark Feigen and Leighton 
Spencer will run in the 5,000, while 
juniors Nico Composto and Jake 
Sienko and senior Mike Murphy 
are scheduled to compete in the 
10,000. Senior Erin Gillingham will 
represent the Light Blue women in 
the 5,000.

Columbia will also be repre-
sented locally at the Monmouth 
Season Opener.

Despite coming off of mixed 
but promising results from the 
cross country and indoor sea-
sons, the goals for both the men 
and women in outdoor are clear, 
according to head coach Willy 
Wood.

“For the women, our goal is 
simple: to win the Ivy champion-
ship,” Wood said. “For the men, to 
qualify more middle-distance and 
distance runners to the NCAA 
championships than any other 
team in the country.”

With the variety of athletes and 
teams that the Lions will see this 
weekend, they will have plenty of 
opportunities to gauge how they 
measure up against the competi-
tion at the start of the outdoor sea-
son, and just how attainable these 
goals are.
sports@columbiaspectator.com 

Track and field splits up 
across country

BY ALEXANDER 
BERNSTEIN 

Spectator Staff Writer

It’s that time of the year 
again: Ivy time. And the men’s 
tennis team is more excited 
than ever, fin-
ishing off a 
strong regular 
season with an 
overall 10-5 re-
cord. Currently 
the No. 44 team 
in the nation, the Columbia men 
enjoyed a ranking as high as No. 
32 until the recent March 26 
release.

In a season of ups and downs, 
the one commonality has been 
resilience—the unusually young 

team (the vast majority of start-
ers are sophomores and fresh-
men) has, time and again, con-
tinued to bounce back and fight 
off deficits.

What has been most im-
pressive has been the players’ 
smooth transition into key roles. 
Making the jump to the No. 1 
singles position, sophomore 
Winston Lin has had a brilliant 
season, going 20-11 overall and 
seeing his stock rise to as high 
as the No. 34 individual ranking. 
Lin’s most impressive perfor-
mance came against Princeton, 
as the western New York native 
took out then-No. 3 player in the 
nation Matija Pecotic in a three 
set (3-6, 6-0, 6-4) thriller.

Dragos Ignat has also been a 

bright spot for the Lions, as the 
freshman phenom has worked 
his way into the No. 2 singles 
spot. He has consistently con-
tributed in doubles and amassed 
an 18-9 record on the season.

For a young team look-
ing to prove that it’s worth its 
ranking, this Friday’s match 
against Cornell will be a per-
fect opportunity. In their big-
gest match of the year by far, 
the Lions will have the chance 
to avenge a devastating loss to 
the Big Red in the finals of the 
ECAC Team Championships 
this past February. The Light 
Blue squad kicks off conference 
play Saturday at the Dick Savitt 
Tennis Center at 2 p.m.
sports@columbiaspectator.com 

KIERA WOOD / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PLAYER OF THE FUTURE |  A cornerstone of Columbia’s young team, freshman Dragos Ignat has 
worked his way into the No. 2 singles spot and has an impressive 18-9 record on the season.

Lions travel to Cornell for first Ivy game

sidelined him in 2012, cur-
rently boasts a 1.00 ERA (lead-
ing all Dartmouth pitching). 
Boretti acknowledged that re-
gardless of whether or not the 
Lions see Sulser on Sunday, 
the Big Green pitching will be 
tough to crack.

“ E v e r y b o d y  k n o w s 
Dartmouth throws strikes,” 
Boretti said. “They’ve been 
the best in the league as far as 
not walking guys, so we know 
we’ll get strikes to hit, which is 
a positive. I think you’ve got to 
be aggressive early. They work 
the outer half of the plate a lot, 
and they’re polished.”

On paper, the Big Green ap-
pears to have the strong edge 
going into Sunday. Dartmouth 
hit for better average as a team 
(.321 to Columbia’s .233) and 
has a lower team ERA (2.87 
to Columbia’s 4.21). However, 
the high level of competition 
Columbia faced during spring 
break is unparalleled among 
its Ivy rivals, a factor that has 
almost certainly affected its 
statistics. The only overlap in 
opponents between the Big 
Green and the Light Blue was 
Army, which scored one few-
er run against Columbia than 
against Dartmouth. Ivy League 
results tend to come down to 
close games, and Ferraresi 
feels that there should be no 
expectations going into the 
weekend.

“Every team in the Ivy 
League’s great,” Ferraresi said. 
“There’s a lot of talent, and 
every team is going to scratch 
and claw and play their best, 
so we’re just going to go out 
there try to play our game.”

Game one against Harvard 
begins at 12 p.m. on Saturday 
at Robertson Field at Satow 
Stadium, with game two fol-
lowing at 3 p.m. Sunday games 
against Dartmouth are set to 
start at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

molly.tow
@columbiaspectator.com

DAVID BRANN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FLYING OFOCHE  |  Senior Uju Ofoche took 14th place in her 
long jump flight in Austin, Texas. 

Pitching              
will be key 
for Ivy 
home games
BASEBALL from front page

track 
and field

men’s
tennis

Tim Giel
Columbia
ERA: 3.81, K: 20, BB: 4

Adam Cline
Columbia
ERA: 1.99, K: 25, BB: 6

GAME 3 GAME 4



BY MOLLY TOW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Although the Columbia base-
ball team began its 2013 season 
with a slew of losses and just 
a couple scat-
tered wins, the 
Lions now en-
ter the last days 
of March having 
won five of their 
last six games. 

This weekend, the Light Blue 
(7-12, 0-0 Ivy) will host Harvard 
(3-15, 0-0 Ivy) and Dartmouth 
(12-1, 0-0 Ivy) to kick off Ivy 
League play.

The Lions are coming 
off a midweek split against 
Manhattan, in which Columbia 
took the first game and then 
saw its bats fall silent in the sec-
ond. Junior Zack Tax picked up 
the win for the Lions in game 
one, helped out by seniors Eric 
Williams and Nick Ferraresi, 
who provided the offensive 
spark. 

“It’s good to see that he’s sit-
ting back on the ball and getting 
comfortable,” head coach Brett 
Boretti said of Ferraresi. “I think 
it’s the right time to be doing it, 
that’s for sure.”

The Light Blue will first face 
the Crimson, which finished sec-
ond in the Red Rolfe division last 
year despite a losing record. In 
its last outing, Harvard was de-
feated soundly by Holy Cross 
9-4. Pitching has generally been 
inconsistent for Harvard, as its 

team ERA is currently 6.69. At 
the plate, they haven’t fared 
much better—only two players 
on the roster are batting above 
.300 thus far.

Although the Crimson’s 
spring numbers are less than 
impressive, the team is current-
ly under the new leadership of 
head coach Bill Decker—some-
thing that may provide a spark. 
Boretti doesn’t want the Lions 
to get complacent and under-
estimate the young Harvard 
team.

“Any time you have a new 
coach, it’s typically a differ-
ent energy level with guys. I’m 
sure they’ll be fired up when 
they come in here,” Boretti said. 
“That kid [Sean] Poppen just 
threw a complete game the oth-
er day against Houston Baptist 
to end their trip, and they ended 
their trip with a couple of wins. 
Any time you can do that, it’s get-
ting some momentum going.”

Columbia will not be at risk 
for underestimating its Sunday 
opponent, Dartmouth. In the 
Big Green’s last game, the 2012 
Red Rolfe Division winners beat 
the Siena Saints handily 15-7. 
Offensively, the team was led by 
outfielder Jeff Keller, who went 
2-2 with two walks and tallied 
a homer.

In addition to Keller, 
Dartmouth sees consistent of-
fensive production from in-
fielder Nick Lombardi (who 
had a grand slam against Siena), 
outfielder Nick Ruppert, and 

outfielder Ennis Coble—all are 
batting over .340 in 2013. Boretti 
is aware of the talent present, but 
he said that he sees holes in the 
lineup and is more concerned 
with the men on the mound.

“Positionally for them, the 

Lombardi kid is somebody 
who’s come on that’s swing-
ing the bat really well for them. 
Up the middle, they’re a little 
green—you know [shortstop Joe] 
Sclafani graduated. Behind the 
dish, they’re a little green, and 

so I definitely think that their 
strength is pitching. We’re go-
ing to have to do a really good 
job of working and getting guys 
on base and making the most of 
our opportunities,” Boretti said.

Dartmouth’s pitching—led 

by ace Cole Sulser—will pose a 
challenge to the Light Blue hit-
ters, who are only batting .233 
as a team. Sulser, who is back 
from Tommy John surgery that 

DOUGLAS KESSEL / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LET THE CONFERENCE GAMES BEGIN  |  Jordan Serena and the Lions hope to continue their recent success as they face Harvard 
and Dartmouth for the beginning of Ivy League play. The Harvard game is set for 12 p.m. Saturday at Robertson Field.

SEE BASEBALL, page 7
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Baseball team to host Harvard and Dartmouth as Ivy play begins

HARVARD (3-15, 0-0 Ivy)
at COLUMBIA (7-12, 0-0 Ivy)

SATURDAY, 12 p.m., Robertson Field

RADIO:  WKCR 89.9 FM,   WWDJ 970 AM  •  
SPECTRUM.COLUMBIASPECTATOR.COM

DARTMOUTH (12-1, 0-0 Ivy)
at COLUMBIA (7-12, 0-0 Ivy)

SUNDAY, 12 p.m., Robertson Field

RADIO:  WKCR 89.9 FM,   WWDJ 970 AM  •  
SPECTRUM.COLUMBIASPECTATOR.COM

BY NOAH STEBBINS 
Columbia Daily Spectator

Columbia softball begins 
Ivy play this weekend against 
Dartmouth on Friday and 
Harvard on 
Saturday.

The Lions 
split a two-game 
bout against 
Manhattan on 
Tuesday, bring-
ing their record to 10-10.

Freshman Nicole Borchard 
and junior Emily Snodgrass 
have emerged as the team’s 
leaders. Borchard batted in a 
total of five runners against 
Manhattan and leads the Lions 
with an impressive .364 batting 
average.

Snodgrass has been con-
sistent all season. After a 
stellar performance against 
Manhattan, she has a .355 bat-
ting average and an astonishing 
.629 slugging percentage. In the 
62 times she has been up to bat, 

she has batted 17 runners home.
Junior Emily Caruthers is 

another force to be reckoned 
with, having crossed the plate 
four times against Manhattan.

Dartmouth and Harvard 
will be trying matchups. While 
Dartmouth is 10-12, Katie 
McEachern has an impressive 
.381 batting average for the sea-
son with a slugging percentage 
of .571. Four players have con-
sistently batted over .300 for 
the Big Green, despite the team 
dropping its last four contests. 

Harvard will be a slight chal-
lenge coming off two recent 
victories, but with only a 7-12 
record for the season. Andrea 
Del Conte and Katherine Lantz 
will be challenging opponents 
for Columbia, with .327 and 
.306 batting averages in 19 
games, respectively. Together 
they have put up 24 runs this 
season. Katherine Lantz scored 
3 runs in Dartmouth’s recent 
doubleheader against Rhode 
Island.

The upcoming four games 
will be at the Columbia softball 
stadium in the Baker Athletics 
complex. The doubleheader 
against Dartmouth begins at 
2 p.m. and the games against 
Harvard begin at 12:30 p.m.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

FILE PHOTO

A NOD TO SNODGRASS |  
Emily Snodgrass is batting .355 
with a .629 slugging percentage.

Softball to play Dartmouth and Harvard

baseball

softball



BY KATIE BEST-RICHMOND
Spectator Style Critic

New Yorkers strolling down Fifth Avenue this weekend could have a surprise 
in store for them—or on their heads. Between 49th and 57th streets, a parade of 
elaborately festooned sartorialists will take over, carrying on a tradition that’s 
lasted almost a century and a half.

The New York City Easter Bonnet Festival and Parade remains one of New 
York’s best and oldest Easter traditions. Since the 1870s, thousands of people 

have gathered every Easter on Fifth Avenue to showcase their Sunday finery. 
“People wear a variety of hats to the parade,” Linda Pagan, a member of the 

NYC Milliners Guild, said. “Last year I wore a black straw hat that was shaped 
like a basket, with pink peonies in it.”

Many of the hats feature or imitate flowers, taking their cue from the lavish 
flower displays that ornament churches during the holiday. But the variety extends 
far beyond just florals and the traditional haberdashery—past participants’ acces-

sory themes have ranged from aviation to Starbucks to city landmarks, and beyond.
“I don’t know what I am going to wear for this year’s parade yet,” Pagan said. “I 

always wait until inspiration strikes me.” 
Luckily, when inspiration does strike, she’s well-stocked to follow up: “I have a 

whole shop I can choose from.”
Though many participants dress to the nines, it’s not a black-tie-only affair.

“Attendees were wearing just about anything—from super casual in jeans and t-
shirts to more formal Easter attire,” Heather Cross, a journalist who writes about New 
York City events, said about last year’s parade. 

Animal companions also get to partake in the festivities—dogs, especially, get into the 
spring spirit for the event.

“People dress up their babies and dogs in Easter bonnets, which are both super cute,” 
Cross said.

This combination of people, animals, costumes, and hats makes this parade anything 
but ordinary.

“The Easter parade is more of a carnival,” Pagan said. “Some people make silly hats to 
wear, whereas the members of the guild wear the hats we normally wear.”

It all may seem a bit bizarre—how did a tradition so seemingly random begin? The parade 
isn’t even officially organized by anyone: People just flock to the street, which is dutifully cor-

doned off to traffic by local police each year. 
Like any tradition, the parade has a unique history.
Beginning in the mid-1800s, churchgoers began to dress elaborately for the holiday, taking a 

hint from the Gothic churches. These churches, including Trinity Episcopal Church, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, and St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, decorated their sanctuaries with a multitude of 

flowers for the event. Inspired by the floral finery, the people began incorporating flowers and 
other ornate items into their dress.

As the tradition began, Easter quickly became as much of a fashion event as a religious one, with 
people picking their finest clothing to showcase. Those who could not afford extravagant clothing at-

tended the parade as spectators in hope of discovering the latest trends.
The grandeur of the parade inspired not only the fashion of the time, but the arts. Irving Berlin even 

wrote a song titled, “Easter Parade,” in which he captured the essence of the parade when he said, “Never 
saw you look quite so pretty before. Never saw you dressed quite so lovely. What’s more, I could hardly wait 
to keep our date this lovely Easter morning ... For in your Easter bonnet, with all the frills upon it, you’ll 
be the grandest lady in the Easter parade.”

By 1900, the Easter Parade had successfully turned the holiday into a commercial event. But not every-
one was pleased. Critics thought the spectacle placed more importance on the wealth and possessions of 
the paraders rather than the religious importance of the day itself. Regardless, people continued buying 

more and more accessories and clothing to show off their status on the big day.
Though the parade is always photographed by the press, there’s much more to be gained from actually 

attending than from looking at the photos, according to Cross.
“I think the most interesting part of the event is the fact that you can actually talk to the people about 

their bonnets—what inspired their ideas, how much time it took to put them together, etc.,” she said.
Cross’s favorite hat last year consisted of a pink, sombrero-esque base. Exploding from it was an incred-

ible treelike formation of flowers, Easter eggs, butterflies, and leaves. Towering many feet over its wearer, 
the hat took the holiday and spring weather to heart in its design.

“That was the most impressive one I saw when I attended the parade,” Cross said.
“Christine Roemer, a fellow Milliner, wore my favorite hat last year,” Pagan said. “She always wears fan-

tastic hats. They’re always a bit dandyish and I really love that.”
More recently, the parade is not as widespread as it was during its peak, but the celebration is still thriv-

ing among a lively contingent. The parade has declined in the last 50 or 60 years, but people still keep going 
and keep showing their spring style every Easter Sunday. 

So whether William and Kate’s expectant baby has put you back in the British wedding hat sort of mood, 
or you want to try your hand at creating your own costume, the Easter Bonnet Festival and Parade is sure 
to be an interesting way to spend Easter—even if you don’t celebrate the holiday. 

The 2013 Easter Parade and Easter Bonnet Festival runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
arts@columbiaspectator.com 

‘In your Easter 
bonnet with all 

the frills upon it’:

Silly hat parade returns to Fifth 
Avenue, continuing a tradition of 

nearly a century and a half
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This Weekend in $17.50

Inside…
1.  “Place Beyond Pines”  ($7.50 , p. B3)
2.  Printon 56 ($10, p. B3)
3.  Shoe Obsession (free, p. B4)

ILLUSTRATION BY IONE WANG
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Chris’ editor, Stefan, 
had a bad idea, and 
Drunken Spectator was 
born. This week, rotten 
wine, gin and tonic, and a 
box full of Mallomars in-
terfered with Chris’ view-
ing of “Alexander Nevsky.”

“I think that because 
we invented this 

column, and everyone else 
is our bitch ... in the world, 
we are going to interrupt 
this movie and just read a 
‘Moby Dick’ quote.”

It’s difficult to process Soviet-Stalinist propa-
ganda called “Alexander Nevsky” when you are 
coming down from a month-long coke binge in 
celebration of winning Mr. Spectator. [Ed. note: 
WHAT UP.]

It’s important for everyone to remember that. 
It was for one man and we were two, but we 
became won. My editor and I sang, talked, and 
sauntered for the rest of the Spectator staff be-
cause it was a three-part contest: singing, talk-
ing, and sauntering. And we won by changing the 
libretto to “Don Giovanni.” And we won match-
ing bottles of a fruity liquor, which we didn’t 
drink, since we don’t drink now. 

[Ed. note: Mr. Spectator is an annual compe-
tition held among the sections of the Columbia 
Daily Spectator (etymology: “Spectator” being 
a word derived from the olde Dutch “Speck 
’tater,” literally, “fat potato,” referring to a gir-
thy tuber).] 

“Li’l Chras,” my editor kept calling to me in 
his trembling cockney, “Li’l Chras, don’ y’ wan’ 
’a ge’ a li’l Mallomar wif me?” As a stiff capital-
ist, I consented.

[Ed. note: We were watching Soviet propa-
ganda—maybe it was “Alexander Nevsky”?—
and Chris kept trying to force the joke, “Don’t 
you want to be a communist now?” This is why 
Drunken Spectator has sucked for a while now.]

This was a movie that “WAS IN THE 19TH 
CENTURY,” “On the Neva Shore.” (“Neva neva 
neva on the Neva shore. Neva shore what to do 
on the neva shore. Our WARM blood we shed. 
For our Russian land On the neva shore on the 
on the neva shore look at that guys’ hair how 
about it.”) 

“An’ ’e ’oo ’arries brea, tis ’im ’oo divi’e ’e 
Russians—we si‘ed a peace wi’ ’e Germans,” my 
editor said in a strong vibrato, quoting the movie.

To wit: The hill is pulsating weirdly. 
“Mawebwo O bebo,” the title credits announced. 
[Ed. note: I don’t speak pinko.]

The Mongols walk up and they’re like, “R U 
READY 2 B D STROID?!??!?!?!”

No better occupation? Well, I am a prince. Do 
I not speak right? Ships() 

{
  method.ships()
{
[Ed. note: The Copy editors won’t publish 

that—dear reader, I doubt you’re seeing it—it’s 
a joke. About Java. You are denied completion.]

If the copy editors had any self-respect for 
us, they wouldn’t keep DOING this. Every 
week, dear reader, every week, those Copy edi-
tors change our punctuation, correct our spell-
ing, and generally RUIN everything. Once, we 
were asked to mention the title of a movie we 
were reviewing—we nearly killed them. Such 
an affront.

But the Copy editors—FUCK the copy edi-
tors. They’ve ruined SEVERAL jokes. They’ve 
REALLY done it this time. I bet NOTHING 
we’ve written is appearing this week in the pa-
per and all of the words that we’ve put in ALL 
CAPS have probably been diminished to SHIT.

[Ed. Note: The Mongols roll in. They ask the 
Russians, who have just beaten back those awful 
Swedes, to submit. “You will be a commander in 
the horde.” Nevsky, he says to ’em, ’e says, “Guv’, 
we ’ave a sayin’ whe’ I’m from,” in his best cock-
ney. There is no horde now. I want to join the 
horde, I wish I could join the horde, but my self, 
my self won’t let me. The Copy editors, they will 
certainly remove the parentheses that surround 
this paragraph. Measureless significance, pro-
fundity unfathomable, lost to sodomites.]

Battle Call
COPY EDITORS—HEAR US. Change aught—

leave us be—we are honorable fishermen, like 
Nevsky and his friends.

From the movie:
One day I fight, tow days I mope.
“Soon I dump again,” said Genghis 

whatEVER.
Copy: Please. Do not insert punctuation where 

it has no place (in sentences)! “’ello, don’ fo’get 
abou’ li’l Chras!” In fact, we bet you don’t have 
the sand to do it—you ain’t got it! You don’t have 
the gumption to change a word we’ve written, do 
you! THERE IS ONE GOD THAT IS LORD IN 
HEAVEN AND ONE CAPTAIN THAT IS LORD 
OF THE DRUNK SPECTATOR! Please don’t 
change anything. Please don’t change anything.

Please.

Chris Ruenes is a Columbia College senior ma-
joring in music. His editor, Stefan Countryman, is a 
SEAS senior majoring in applied math and serves as 
an associate editor for the arts and entertainment 
section. Drunken Spectator runs when our editor 
in chief isn’t looking. 

Drunk Spec wins 
contest, watches 
propaganda film

If the copy editors had any self-
respect for us, they wouldn’t 
keep DOING this. 

Drunken 
Spectator

STEFAN 
COUNTRYMAN 
AND CHRIS 
RUENES 

 Worried that the shoe won’t fit? One of Shoptiques.com’s special highlights is the “Pick-up in Store” option that allows shoppers 
to order items online and try them on in store. Luckily for Columbia students, NYC is full of Shoptiques.com’s featured boutiques to 
explore on an upcoming weekend afternoon. 

318 E. Ninth St., between First and Second 
avenues 

The sympathetic response to New York’s 
gloomy, rainy, early spring weather is “April 
showers bring May flowers.” But why wait 
until May for the sweetness? Rain gear and 
candy can simultaneously be bought at Amé 
Amé–ame being a Japanese word which 
means both “rain” and “candy” in Japanese. 
Amé Amé’s extensive collection of umbrellas 
has an option for everyone, including mini 
umbrellas for travel, parasols for a stroll in 
Central Park, and manly golf club umbrel-
las. That’s not to mention their other gear, 
like raincoats and wellies. This East Village 
candy-and-clothes specialty shop is a hid-
den gem among the overwhelming craze 
for mega candy stores like Dylan’s Candy 
Bar and M&M’s World. From the traditional 
gummy bears to seasonal maple peanut clus-
ters to coconut-covered chocolate mush-
rooms from England, Amé Amé’s many jars 
of candy are fun study snacks. Grab some 
candy, throw on the chicest rain gear, and re-
member that every cloud has a silver lining. 

Amé Amé
326 W. 47th St., between Eighth and Ninth 
avenues 

One of the simplest ways to look unique 
for all occasions is with statement jewelry, 
from Monarch Boutique. Monarch carries 
its own line, Andrew Hamilton Crawford, as 
well as independent jewelry designers. All 
the jewelry that is currently sold through 
Shoptiques.com is under $100—ideal for 
shopping on a student budget. An edgy sam-
ple of their goods is the spider bib necklace 
that is composed of a spider entangled in 
a web of stones, glass, chains, and crystals. 
Other accessories include a studded jag-
uar cuff and gold-plated feather necklace. 
Monarch Boutique also sells clothing, such 
as a scoop back navy blue dress, brightly 
colored scarves, camouflage gloves, and fun 
bags like a tie-dye printed silk clutch. 

Monarch Boutique
284 Lafayette St., between Prince and 
Houston streets

DIGS, which stands for “Done In Great 
Style,” takes shoppers to the fashion capitals 
of Paris, Milan, and London with its cloth-
ing inspired by European designs. Its gar-
ments, typically composed of solid colors 
with simple embellishments like crochet and 
ruffles, serve as classic staples for a sophis-
ticated wardrobe. To give outfits more glitz, 
the DIGS Couture line has items like plum-
colored goat fur vests, and other lines in-
clude DIGS vintage (unique pieces from the 
past) and DIGS beauty (cosmetic products.) 
Actress Jennifer Love Hewitt and Knicks ce-
lebrity reporter Jill Martin have been spot-
ted wearing items from DIGS. Celebrity en-
dorsements aside, the majority of these chic 
items range between $100-$200. 

DIGS SoHo

BY JULIA AN 
Spectator Staff Writer 

Like a 19th century Romantic Period balle-
rina, a flower-crowned model holding a bunch 
of red balloons floats above the crowd in a 
tutu-like tulle skirt. She is showcasing one of 
the never-before-seen spring/summer looks at 
online fashion startup Shoptiques.com’s first 
birthday party, held on March 21 at the hip 
SoHo restaurant Galli. This skirt exemplifies its 
motto—“Be Yourself. Be Different”—plastered 
in huge black letters on the wall of Shoptiques.
com’s office, which is just as eclectic as the 
clothes it sells from local boutiques. 

Shoptiques allows customers to shop 
over 100 local fashion boutiques from across 
America and Paris for one-of-a-kind, often 
handmade, pieces on a one-stop, e-commerce 
website. The website’s founder and CEO, Olga 
Vidisheva, created her innovative business plan 
while at Harvard Business School, from which 
she graduated in 2011. The idea for one-off 
products was sparked after she bought a pair 
of Phoebe Cham Pour Schu shoes from a bou-
tique in Paris. 

If the name sounds familiar, it’s with good 
reason: 12 of Shoptiques’ partner boutiques re-
cently participated in Columbia’s Lunar Gala 
Fashion Show at the end of February, and main-
tains an on-campus presence at Columbia and 
numerous other colleges thanks to its Campus 
Ambassadors program. Sarah Batchu, BC ’16, is 
the Campus Ambassador for Columbia.

“What’s great about Shoptiques is that fabu-
lous piece that you bought from that store that 

you never thought you would see again, you can 
buy online again very easily,” Batchu, who also 
serves as a design associate and A&E writer for 
Spectator, said.

Lunar Gala co-director Ali Douvre, BC ’15, 
found a different, more financial incentive to 
include Shoptiques in the fashion show. “In 
this economy, we thought it would be especially 
prevalent to pair luxury designs with more af-
fordable and unique pieces and to support small 

and locally owned and operated businesses.”
“We are helping small, unique, local busi-

nesses continue to create art through cloth-
ing,” Vidisheva said. “There are consumers who 
enjoy shopping and entrepreneurs who start 
boutiques in every country and city, and we 
want to facilitate the creative exchange of style 
and self-expression everywhere in the world.” 

Vidisheva and Director Chelsea Sun studied 
economics and math, and previously worked in 
investment banking. But instead of continuing 
on the typical finance path, they chose to apply 
their backgrounds in an unconventional man-
ner: through fashion. 

“For a girl, it is something so relatable for 
everybody,” Sun said. “I related in the sense 
that I wanted to work in the business of fashion 
... and bring my experiences to fashion but in a 
really innovative and creative way.” 

Fashion e-commerce is a booming market 
full of competitors, but Shoptiques stands out 
by steering clear of mainstream brands and in-
tentionally focusing on the individual customer 
through perks like same-day delivery and a per-
sonal stylist feature. 

Virginia Breen—whom Sun affection-
ately called their “top customer”—attended 
Shoptiques’s birthday soirée, which was, fit-
tingly, flowing with strawberry sparkling li-
queurs and Baked by Melissa cupcakes. 

“They are always interested in your happi-
ness,” Breen said. 

As Shoptiques.com passes its one-year 
mark, its staff is making plans to expand as a 
company. While already shipping across the 
globe, international boutiques besides those 
in Paris will hopefully be featured soon in or-
der to transform Shoptiques.com into an in-
ternational boutique hub. Speaking of globe-
trotting, a lifestyle component will be added to 
the “neighborhoods” feature, which currently 
allows shoppers to browse items by boutiques’ 
geographical region.

“We want girls to come to us time and time 
again for the best boutiques, the best local ho-
tels, the best restaurants, the best coffee shops,” 
Sun said. “We want to be able to curate the lo-
cal scene for girls too and be able to be this 
one-stop-shop for planning their next big trip.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com 

ORTAL ISAAC FOR SPECTATOR

E-ASY FASHION  |  Fashion startup Shoptiques.com features over 100 local fashion boutiques from America and Paris that sell one-of-a-kind pieces.

Shoptiques, e-boutique, celebrates first birthday in high fashion

“We want girls to come to us 
time and time again for the best 
boutiques.”

—Chelsea Sun, 
Shoptiques director

Featured boutiques



An Associated Press head-
line recently caught my 

attention: Tony Bennett is 
teaming up with Lady Gaga for 
a swing album of epic propor-
tions. This news had me simul-
taneously scared and intrigued, 
so I decided to do a little more 
digging. 

The biggest hint as to what 
this album might be like is a 
music video from Bennett’s 
second duets album, in which he and Gaga 
(looking appropriately weird, of course) tear 
through Rodgers and Hart’s “The Lady Is a 
Tramp.” Now, while it doesn’t come close to 
my favorite version of the tune, it really isn’t all 
that bad. Bennett, of course, is an 86-year-old 
American icon who still sounds fantastic, and 
Gaga shows a genuine enthusiasm for the swing 
style. 

What is interesting about this strange combi-
nation is that it isn’t an anomaly. There has been 
a growing trend among contemporary pop stars 
of reaching back in time—far back—for both in-
spiration and recognition. 

Of course, paying tribute to one’s musical 
influences is nothing new, but this recent grasp 
at the past goes beyond that. While both Gaga 
and Bennett are pop icons of their own time, 
one would be hard-pressed to find any direct 
influence of Bennett’s smooth sound on Gaga’s 
chart toppers. Another common explanation 
for this kind of collaboration would be musi-
cal experimentation. This too, however, doesn’t 
seem to fit—for if “The Lady Is a Tramp” is any 
indication, their new album won’t wander from 
straight-ahead swing. In the case of this album, 
the only addition it makes to the musical land-
scape is to show us that Lady Gaga is capable of 
performing traditional American swing. 

As an artist, I try not to play anything simply 
to show that I can. Ideally, I start recording 
with some kind of original vision and put all of 
my creative resources into making that vision 
materialize. For a pop-icon like Lady Gaga, 
however—someone whose fame came quickly 
and who has often gained attention for things 
other than music—the strategy of proving her-
self might be a good idea. There is no doubt 
that Lady Gaga can churn out chart toppers and 
is also a smart businesswoman, but her outra-
geousness sometimes leads the musical elite to 
dismiss her. 

By collaborating with an old star like Tony 
Bennett, she is able to retain her pop-icon status 
while at the same time showing off her more 
“traditional” singing abilities. Pop artists often 
deal with a different set of opportunities and 
prejudices than jazz musicians. As a result, they 
sometimes feel the need to prove that their pop 
music has creative legitimacy. By invoking an era 
often considered the golden age of the American 
song, Gaga is able to boost her artistic creden-
tials and therefore further legitimize the songs 
and albums she is known for. 

An artist should ideally be striving to make a 
creative statement with every album he or she 
releases, but sometimes famous artists need to 
play the long game. When a phenomenon like 
Lady Gaga reaches a certain level of promi-
nence so quickly, it becomes necessary to show 
some substance in order to sustain one’s further 
creation. 

We saw this recently when Justin Timberlake 
performed songs from his new album in full ’50s 
regalia on SNL. Because he had achieved such 
prominence as an actor, his first album in seven 
years needed to ground itself in some sort of tra-
dition to be taken seriously. This not only helps 
to legitimize his current album, but also opens 
the door for future and perhaps more adventur-
ous albums. 

Much in the same way, Lady Gaga is teaming 
up with Tony Bennett and presenting herself as 
an American classic in the process. Will it be re-
quired listening? No. It might, however, help to 
facilitate a more adventurous Gaga on her next 
solo album.

David Ecker is a Columbia College sophomore. 
Slightly Off Key runs alternate Fridays.

Grasping the past

 BY CARROLL GELDERMAN 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Heartthrob Ryan Gosling recently announced 
that he’s taking a break from acting—so once his 
four films slated for 2013 are released, we may not 
see much of him for quite some time. Now that the 
lamentable “Gangster Squad” has come and gone, 
our next hope is Derek Cianfrance’s “The Place 
Beyond the Pines,” which opens Friday.

Boasting a cast that also includes Bradley 
Cooper, Eva Mendes, and Ray Liotta, “Pines” is 
an emotionally charged and intensely powerful 
film about legacy. Gosling plays Handsome Luke, 
a carnival motorcyclist who learns that former 
flame Romina (Mendes) has given birth to his son. 
When he turns to bank robbing in an attempt to 
provide for his newfound family, Luke becomes 
a target of rookie cop Avery Cross (Cooper). The 
decisions Luke and Avery make upon their clash 
encounter reverberate into the next generation of 
their respective families.

Cianfrance presents the story in a triptych, an 
unusual format for a film. Although he was en-
couraged to break up the structure in the editing 
process, he refused. 

“The structure was really important to me to do 

it in this chronological order because … I wanted to 
talk about violence in a way that would affect you 
in the theater as it would affect you in real life,” 
Cianfrance said at a recent press junket. “All these 
events, all these choices, all this adrenaline leads 
us as a viewer to this violent moment and we have 
to stay for the echo of it.”

“It was a really ambitious script and one that I 
probably wouldn’t be sure if it could be pulled off 
if I didn’t know Derek was going to be behind it,” 
Dane DeHaan—who plays Gosling’s deeply trou-
bled son, Jason—said.

And Cianfrance does essentially pull it off. 
While the second section falters a bit, suffering 
from the somewhat bland characterization of 
Cooper’s character, Gosling and DeHaan’s stellar 
performances make the first and third sections 
utterly compelling.

Gosling, who previously worked with the di-
rector on 2010’s “Blue Valentine,” credited much 
of his excellent delivery to a key choice made by 
Cianfrance: When he pleaded with Cianfrance to 
let him remove the face tattoo he had decided to 
don for the role, Cianfrance refused. 

“Well, that’s what happens when people get face 
tattoos, they regret them,” Cianfrance said to him. 
“This movie is about consequences and you have to 

pay for what you’ve done.”
“I felt really embarrassed and ashamed and I 

couldn’t look at myself in the mirror and I couldn’t 
look at dailies and I have a hard time looking at the 
poster,” Gosling said. “When I was in the movie I 
had this shame that I don’t think I could have acted.”

Cianfrance attempted to bring a sense of reality 
to the film in other ways, including having Cooper 
ride around with local cops and Mendes work at a 
diner. These practices helped the actors to become 
more comfortable in their roles. 

“Derek provides this environment for you that’s 
so realistic that it feels almost like you’re filming 
a documentary,” Mendes said. “I have a theory: 
Nobody can suck in a Derek Cianfrance film.”

“It’s hard to separate the performances from 
Derek because he’s so much a part of creating the 
environment for the performance,” Gosling added.

Cianfrance chose to shoot the film in 
Schenectady, N.Y., with natives of the town as ex-
tras in hospitals, police stations, courtrooms, and 
schools. 

“The movie’s about legacy and what I like about 
Schenectady is it has a real past, a real history,” 
Cianfrance said. “It felt like a good place to talk 
about … everything that doesn’t go away.”

carroll.gelderman@columbiaspectator.com 

‘Place Beyond the Pines’ presents triptych of tragedy
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 Campus statues rock hats
Inspired by this week’s Easter parade on Fifth Avenue, Spectator decided to switch things up a little. Rather than Best of, we decided 
to crown the very best... with a fedora. A&E editor Lesley Thulin and her loyal deputies, David Salazar and Charlotte Murtishaw, judged 
various campus celebs on their attempts at the singular style. Tweet your pics of hats on campus with the hashtag #HatsOffCU.

Who wore 

it best?

Charlotte: Nice try, Roaree, but I’m not buying it. Not 
everyone can carry the look, and instead Roaree looks 
a little—dare I say—poserish?

David: Although the lion is trying to pull it off, it just looks 
like he’s trying and failing at blending into a crowd.  

Lesley: I wish the hat could have been placed on Roaree’s 
luscious locks. The way it’s balancing on his forehead 
and nose isn’t working.

Lion
Charlotte: The Tooth looks oddly cute and cuddly in a 

fedora. I wish it could keep the hat. 
David: The weird tooth sculpture wore it best—the way the 

hat fits the sculpture’s curves really elevates the whole look. 
Lesley: This reminds me of an Edward Gorey drawing of an 

elephant and the drawing of the “hat” (i.e. snake-eating-
the-elephant) in “The Little Prince.” I declare this look the 
winner based on those associations alone. 

Tooth
Athena

Charlotte: This is a classic case of someone who can 
wear anything. You could put Athena in a potato sack 
and she’d look fierce, so obviously the hat is no biggie.

David: At first I thought Athena would rock the fedora, 
but the film noir vibe didn’t mesh with her torch.

Lesley: The fedora doesn’t complement the tunic.

Neighborhood Watch
By Charlotte Murtishaw
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141 W. 54th St., between Sixth & Seventh avenues

The Ziegfield Theater is classically styled, 
complete with plush red seating, gold trim, 
and chandeliers. There’s only a single screen, 
but the lack of variety is made up for by the 
sheer size, as the theater boasts the largest 
movie screen in the city and seats over 1,000 
spectators. The venue also hosts special events 
broadcast live: for instance, Floyd Mayweather, 
Jr.’s upcoming match.

Suite 1406, 41 E. 57th St., between Madison and Park 
avenues

One of the most reputable galleries in the neighborhood, 
the Howard Greenberg Gallery displays photos that are 
plenty expensive to buy—but not to look at. Dedicated to 
the promotion of modern photography, past exhibitions 
include the posthumous opening of famed street photog-
rapher Vivian Maier and Allen Ginsberg’s personal pho-
tography. Currently, Vogue photographer William Klein’s 
“Paintings Etc.,” a collection of obscure photos and paint-
ings, is on display. Bonus: The trip is also a great excuse 
to visit the Fuller Building, an architectural landmark.

HOWARD GREENBERG GALLERY

44 W. 53rd St., in between Fifth & Sixth avenues

Do you get a kick out of home goods? Take a bite out of 
Muji, a design store that brings its clean aesthetic straight 
from Japan. Like a slightly more fashionable IKEA, or FAO 
Schwartz for chic grown-ups, Muji stocks a variety of rea-
sonably priced, nifty goods sized for your every need. It’s not 
all utensils and chairs: Cool oddities such as 3D puzzles and 
cat-shaped paperclips keep the atmosphere fun.
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MUJI STORE

ZIEGFIELD THEATER

767 Fifth Ave., between 58th and 59th streets

Regardless of whether you’re there on business (buying) 
or pleasure (playing), your inner child is apt to explode 
from sheer wonder in the famed toy store. Sample the 
best toys available, including the floor piano made fa-
mous by Tom Hanks’ “Chopsticks” rendition in “Big.” 
A little regression therapy is nice for all of us, now and 
again.

FAO SCHWARTZ

50 W. 56th St., between Fifth & Sixth avenues

Looking for a bite? The area is notoriously crowded 
with lousy and overpriced eateries—it’s hard to not 
be dissatisfied on a college student’s budget. But take 
heart: Printon 56 is there to save the day. Light, fresh 
fare and hot, heartier meals alike comprise the café’s 
menu. The eatery doesn’t skimp on dessert, either, 
serving up the same delectable froyo that’s served at 
40 Carrots.

PRINTON 56

Sl ightly 
Off  Key

DAVID 
ECKER

PHOTO BY ALICE BREIDENBACH

 

between Fifth and Sixth avenues



Local 92

BY ABBY MITCHELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In the heart of the Fashion District, in the basement of The 
Museum at FIT, shoe lovers can find the exhibit they’ve been 
dreaming about: “Shoe Obsession,” a collection of 150 high-end 
shoes culled from the masters of shoe design and from the ward-
robe of socialites.

As the placard at the entrance of the exhibit explains, the shoe 
has overtaken the “it” bag as women’s favorite accessory. Today, 
the average American woman has around 20 pairs—which is nearly 
double the same statistic from the 1990s. (Full disclosure: I have 
many more than 20 pairs of shoes). The bulk of my room is devoted 
to storing my shoes and bags. So walking into this exhibit, I quite 
literally felt like a kid in a candy shop—except that nothing was 
on sale, so I had to content myself with looking.

The basement space is filled with glass display cases with six or 
seven shoes per case. The shoes don’t seem to be divided in a coher-
ent way, but either by designer or by the person who provided the 
shoes. One particularly dramatic case had shoes owned by Daphne 
Guinness, a British heiress and well-known fashion collector.

Among the displays were many (in)famous shoes that I had seen 
in stores: a pump with a gun as a heel from Chanel’s Cruise 2009 
collection, Christian Louboutin’s “Daffodile Déjà Vue” which is 
encrusted in googly eyes, and a pair of shoes from Prada’s spring 
2012 collection with flames coming out of them. I’d seen some of 
the other pairs in history books—like Louboutin’s “Fetish Ballerine” 
shoe from 2007, which quite literally has a heel so high that the 
wearer is en pointe. 

Unfortunately, the exhibit is only made for fashion lovers who 
know their brands. The placards with each shoe are confusing 
and provide no additional information aside from the name of 
the designer and the year that it was released. I was particularly 
disappointed at the Manolo Blahnik display, which used several 
shoes made famous by Carrie Bradshaw on “Sex and the City” 
without referencing the show. The “Sedaraby,” a silver shoe with 
a rhinestone buckle, was the basis of Carrie’s impassioned defense 
of “a woman’s right to shoes.” Even though the main exhibit plac-
ard quotes the phrase, it doesn’t mention that the shoe is actually 
included in the exhibit. Another main issue with the exhibit is its 
limited scope—its oldest shoe is from 1986. Though I understand 
that the curator wanted to feature modern pieces, the exhibit could 
have benefitted from more variety.

Despite its flaws, I would recommend the exhibit to anyone 
who’s suffered for a great shoe. Even if you can’t afford a Louboutin, 
you can at least look at them. While you’re at FIT, stop by the 
“Fashion and Technology” exhibit upstairs. It has everything the 
“Shoe Obsession” exhibit lacks: multimedia components, descrip-
tive placards, and pieces from earlier decades. 

abby.mitchell@columbiaspectator.com

BY ALLISON SCHLISSEL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Perhaps because of my Jewish heritage or my affinity for the 
Mediterranean diet, I am a fan of Israeli food. Unfortunately, it has 
been a struggle to find a chic Israeli restaurant in New York worthy 
of going to on a date or a nice dinner with friends. Enter Local 92, a 
hip yet unpretentious Israeli and Mediterranean restaurant in the 
East Village. Local 92 satisfied my criteria for a successful meal: 
good atmosphere, authenticity, and reasonable prices.

The restaurant gives off a welcoming, rustic vibe with its dim 
lighting and brick walls. The lighting fixtures—exposed fila-
ment lightbulbs covered by colanders—serve as quirky accents. 

Although I was nervous when the waitress pronounced the 
dish with eggplant, hard-boiled egg, and hummus dish “sabick” 
instead of “sabich” (with the Hebrew “ch” sound), the chef-
owner is Israeli, so one can be assured that it was real Israeli 
cuisine. Local 92 is also not afraid to offer variations on classics, 
offering nine kinds of hummus and five kinds of shakshuka.

I recommend sharing bisim (small bites) and appetizers rath-
er than full entrées. Israeli food is great for sharing, and you’ll 
want to try everything. While my eating companions and I were 
waiting for the food, the restaurant gave us chickpeas flavored 
with za’atar and chili peppers, which had a slight kick to them. 
From the “Bisim” section, my table ordered the labane, Israeli 
salad, and purple baba ghanoush. 

The food was up and down. The labane, which are cheese balls with 
za’atar and oil, were rich and flavorful. The Israeli salad was a disap-
pointment because it had a lot of lettuce (typical Israeli salads have 
no lettuce) and was too oily. The babaghanoush took an orange hue 
in the dim lighting, but it was still delicious with its creamy, smooth 
texture and smoky finish. 

Ordering hummus is a must. I had the mushroom hummus, which 
was creamy and contained many mushrooms in the middle of the 
plate. Although I did not eat the goat cheese tortilla because it con-
tained nuts (beware, it does not say so on the menu!), my eating 
companions said that it was both sweet and savory. The goat cheese 
tortilla also comes with guacamole, which had hints of cilantro and 
lime.

The sabich was the perfect combination of satisfying yet not too 
decadent—the lightly fried eggplant was refreshingly not too oily. The 
shakshuka—which contains poached eggs in a sauce of tomato, pep-
pers, and onions—was more well done and not as saucy as I am used 
to. However, it was still enjoyable and slightly spicy. The freshly baked 
challah that came with the shakshuka featured a crispy outside with a 
slightly smoky taste that complemented the soft, sweet smelling inside.

When we finished, a friend of mine remarked, “This is the best 
food in the world.” Although I would not go that far, I am happy to 
find a delicious Israeli food venue that also provides a great restau-
rant experience.

allison.schlissel@columbiaspectator.com

COURTESY OF F.I.T. MUSEUM

IF THE SHOE F.I.T.S  |  Shoes, shoes, shoes: above, some of the many stilettos of the F.I.T. museum’s exhibition “Shoe Obsession,” 
which remains open through April 13. Hopefully, it’s a less frightening experience than that 2007 Kelly video. 

East Village Israeli restaurant offers 
delicious authentic cuisine

New exhibit at the FIT museum toes 
the line 

Flipside
Guide 
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Time:  M-R: 4 p.m.-10p.m., 
F-S: 4 p.m.-1 a.m.
Place:  92 Second Ave.
Cost:  $$-$$$
Rating: »»»»

WHERE IT’S AT

ALLISON SCHLISSEL FOR SPECTATOR

EAT ME  |  Local 92 is a hip and chic Mediterranean eatery, but 
one whose atmosphere is dampened by its mixed offerings.

Although I was nervous when the waitress 
pronounced the dish... “sabick” instead 
of “sabich” (with the Hebrew “ch” sound), 
the chef-owner is Israeli, so one can be as-
sured that it was real Israeli cuisine. 

BY JENNY PAYNE 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

If you had a childhood, and your childhood involved being taken 
to an aquarium at a critical point in your development, you probably 
at some point wanted to be a marine biologist. This is understand-
able, because marine creatures are some of the coolest ones out 
there: the biggest, the deepest, the most mysterious. The American 
Museum of Natural History understands this, and its most recently 
installed exhibit–“Whales: Giants of the Deep”—celebrates the kings 
of aquatic coolness.

I am, admittedly, a whale fanatic. In my wannabe marine biolo-
gist days, I memorized all the different whales in the encyclopedia 
of aquatic creatures that my parents bought me, and I wasn’t afraid 
to tell people all about them. 

Because of this, I had high expectations for the AMNH’s exhibit. I 
imagined it being designed like that museum in “Hey Arnold!” where 
visitors walk straight into a giant whale’s mouth. Upon walking in, I 
was underwhelmed by the layout—the exhibit on bioluminescence 
that had preceded it was so visually spectacular that seeing the con-
tents of the room displayed in light was disappointing.

However, my inner marine biologist pushed me to move past my 
superficial impressions and explore the depths of the exhibit. The 
first thing visitors see walking in is a series of fossils lining the wall 
to form a timeline of whale relatives and whales’ time on Earth. 
These were interesting for a few minutes, but I was quickly drawn 

to a small chamber that promised you the experience of “becom-
ing” a sperm whale.

I did not necessarily feel any more whale-like when I entered, but 
I played along as the movie—titled “Search and Destroy”—followed 
a sperm whale through its echolocation and hunting process. It felt 
more like watching a whale video game than immersing myself in 
whale life, but it was still entertaining.

Right next to the sperm whale experience was a full sperm whale 
skeleton, reminding viewers just how massive the largest toothed 
predator on the planet is. The rib cage alone was maybe just a bit 
smaller than my dorm room. The dinosaurs next door have noth-
ing on this guy.

My favorite part of the exhibit was a giant blue whale heart sit-
ting to the side of the room, where excited children were proving 
the accompanying description’s statement that “a small child could 
crawl through the blue whale’s largest blood vessel.” I was tempted 
to crawl in myself, but I’m not sure if even blue whale hearts can 
accommodate all 5’ 7” of me, and I wasn’t looking to get stuck in the 
middle of a sold-out exhibit.

In AMNH’s reliable style, the exhibit truly covered all things 
whale—from interactive whale anatomy games for kids and weap-
ons made from whale bone, to descriptions of different cultur-
al practices around the world involving whales. There was also 
plenty of typical consciousness-raising information, including a 
section about whaling that my emotions were a little too sensi-
tive to handle. 

Despite the exhibit’s unimpressive interior design—it certainly 
fell short of the high standards the AMNH sets for itself, with the 
individual pieces of the exhibit never spatially coming together—
the contents of “Giants of the Deep” made it worth navigating a full 
crowd of eight-year-old hopeful marine biologists. I even felt a bit 
jealous of them, wishing briefly as I headed out that I hadn’t given 
up my childhood career ambitions so soon.

jenny.payne@columbiaspectator.com  

Comprehensive AMNH whale exhibit 
falls short in interior design

‘Whales: Giants of the Deep’

‘Shoe Obsession’
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