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BY ALEXA DAVIS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia administrators 
congregated in Istanbul, Turkey, 
last week to hold discussions 
and plan for the global center 
they expect to launch there in 
the fall.

The Istanbul location will 
be Columbia’s fifth global cen-
ter, joining the existing centers 
in Paris, Beijing, Amman, and 
Mumbai. 

The centers serve as satel-
lite research facilities that will 
host students, part of an ongoing 
effort by the University to ex-
pand its global reach. But fund-
ing, space, and leadership issues 
still need to be addressed before 
the Istanbul center can open its 
doors. 

Last week’s conference 
brought together scholars from 
Columbia and major Turkish 
universities, including Sabanci, 
Koc, and Bogazici. Its Columbia 
attendees included University 
President Lee Bollinger, Vice 
President for Global Centers 
Kenneth Prewitt, the directors 
of the existing global centers, 
members of the Faculty Steering 
Committee for the Istanbul cen-
ter, and other professors and 
deans.

They spent three days in 
panel discussions and meetings 
aimed at solidifying the plans 
for the global center.

“These global centers have 
to be thought out really care-
fully. Where we decide to have a 
global center, how we structure 
it, and the success of this global 
center depends very largely on 
the connections we build with 
the academic community, and 
with the alumni community that 
support it,” said Safwan Masri, 
a Columbia Business School 
professor and the director of 
Columbia’s global centers in the 
Middle East.

He said that one goal of the 
conference was to establish a 
dialogue between Columbia 
and the academic community 
in Turkey.

“We don’t want to just show 
up in Istanbul in the fall and 
open up the center,” Masri 
added.

Karen Barkey, a professor of 
sociology and history as well as 
the chair of the Faculty Steering 
Committee on the Turkey cen-
ter, said that last week’s con-
ference, hosted by Istanbul’s 
Bogazici University, showed the 
center’s potential.

“What the Wednesday 
Bogazici University conference 
demonstrated to everyone in-
volved was the degree to which 
the two scholarly communi-
ties are already attuned to each 
other, the very high level of aca-
demic discourse, the rich intel-
lectual debates that will await 
us,” Barkey said.

The two panels were “How 
Do We Teach History?”—mod-
erated by Barkey—and “The 
Role of Policy Centers (Think 
Tanks) in Policy Making”—mod-
erated by Prewitt—and included 
panelists from both Columbia 
and Turkish universities.

“In both of these panels, we 
explored the comparative issues 
of how such questions are ad-
dressed in the U.S. and in Turkey 

BY FINN VIGELAND
Spectator Staff Writer

“Hey hey, ho ho, sweatshop 
labor’s got to go!” is a famil-
iar sound at the corner of 90th 
Street and Amsterdam Avenue, 
where picketers have been call-
ing for a boycott of Saigon Grill 
for five months.

On Saturday, the Upper West 
Side Vietnamese noodle restau-
rant got its biggest spotlight 
yet—serving as a backdrop for 
the launch of the Sweatshop 
Free Upper West Side campaign.

New York State Senators 
Adriano Espaillat and Tom 
Duane, with City Council 
member Gale Brewer and 
State Assembly member Linda 
Rosenthal, joined local activ-
ist organizations, students and 
church groups in an effort to 
get businesses to pledge their 
support for enforcing fair labor 
practices.

At Saigon Grill, employees 
say that working conditions 
haven’t improved since new 
owners, brothers Bei and Qiao 
Lin, bought the restaurant in 
Oct. 2010. Vincent Cao said he 
and several other waiters were 
fired in October for speaking out 
against the Lins’ plan to fire sev-
eral employees for being too old.

“They are 50, 60 years old, 
these workers, and he’s trying to 
fire them,” Cao explained.  “We 
spoke out and said that’s age 
discrimination. So then all the 
younger workers who spoke up 
were fired.”

The Sweatshop Free Upper 
West Side campaign is an effort 
to stop similar alleged abus-
es. About a dozen restaurants, 
markets, and shops have already 
signed the pledge, including 

BY SARAH DARVILLE AND 
MIKEY ZHONG

Columbia Daily Spectator 

A fire broke out in the print 
center of Dodge Hall on Sunday 
night, evacuating Dodge Fitness 
Center and Miller Theatre just 
after a sold-out concert to benefit 
disaster relief efforts in Japan.

Students in the lab where the 
fire started said that it was caused 
by someone working with plexi-
glass on a laser-cutting machine, 
which sparked.

A woman who identified her-
self as a former student and the 
one who started the fire said that 
she wasn’t able to control the 
flames, despite using two fire 
extinguishers.

“I was checking on it, and 
there was fire in the machine. I 
tried to exhaust it, it didn’t work. 
I don’t know whether to keep the 
door open or closed. I called the 
police, then I tried again,” she 
said.

Deidre Fuchs, an assistant 
director of Public Safety, said 
that no one was hurt in the fire 
or evacuation. She estimated 
that the alarms went off first at 
10:40 p.m., after Miller Theatre 
had emptied out at around 10:35. 
Five FDNY fire trucks were 
parked along Broadway moments 
afterward.

Students working on photog-
raphy and printmaking projects 
were in the print lab when the 
fire started.

“I was just drying some prints 
when I heard a scream, ‘Fire!’ I 
saw smoke in the printmaking 
studio … Three minutes later, 
Public Safety asks us to leave,” 
Dupy Mercier, CC ’12, said.

Cathy Chen, CC ’11, said she 
was in the photography room and 
was told to leave so quickly she 
initially left her coat behind. “We 
just smelled something and they 
told us to evacuate,” she said.

A Public Safety officer who 
had gone into the lab called the 
smell of the area “horrible,” and 
added that the students followed 
protocol once the fire had started. 
“After two fire extinguishers, you 
call ... They did the right thing, 

Plans for 
global ctr. 
in Turkey 
progress
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RED ALERT  |  A fire in Dodge Hall’s print center on Sunday night forced Miller Theatre to evacu-
ate just after the conclusion of a concert for Japanese disaster relief efforts featuring Yoko Ono.
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LABOR LAW  |  The kick-off rally for the Sweatshop Free Upper West Side campaign on Saturday at Saigon Grill attracted 100 people. 

SEE ISTANBUL, page 2

MELANIE BRODER
Spectator Staff Writer

The 2011 elections season has 
begun with a 40 percent increase 
in participation from last year.

The official list of candidates 
running for Columbia College 
Student Council was released on 
Saturday, March 26, and includ-
ed 71 students running for posi-
tions on class councils and the 
Executive Board, compared to 
only about 50 students last year.

Each party on the executive 
board tickets contains at least 
one current member of CCSC. 
Two out of the three presiden-
tial candidates—Aki Terasaki, 
CC ’12, and Andrew Nguyen, CC 
’12—currently serve on CCSC, 
Terasaki as the president of 
the class of 2012 and Nguyen 
as the VP of Policy. The third 
presidential candidate is Barry 
Weinberg, CC ’12.

Weinberg was recently 
elected chair of the Student 
Governing Board (SGB), but 
would resign from that position 
if elected to CCSC. 

Current VP of Funding 
Brandon Christophe, CC ’12, 
will be running for that posi-
tion again with the UniteCU 
party, and the current VP of 
Communications, Karishma 
Habbu, CC ’13, will be running 
for student services representa-
tive. The current VP of Campus 
Life, Andrea Folds, CC ’12, will 
not be running for a position this 
year.

CCSC elections board chair-
man Alex Rosen, CC ’11, said 
that the E-board tickets are 
“heavily centered on current 
juniors, with a number of rising 

juniors.” 
“There’s 23 or 24 candidates 

and almost none of them are in 
elected positions on council 
right now,” Rosen said.

Each party contains mem-
bers of the classes of 2012 and 
2013, and candidates come from 
all different academic and ex-
tracurricular backgrounds, in-
cluding varsity sports, Greek 
life, governing boards, cultur-
al groups, and environmental 
groups.

Current council members 
think that heightened compe-
tition will be good for the coun-
cil. “There’s a more varied set 
of perspectives and it really 
forces people to consider their 
positions,” University senator 
Kenny Durell, CC ’12, said.

There are strict rules for 
campaigning—about 15 pages 
worth—that candidates must 
follow, which were explained 
(with some confusion) to can-
didates at a meeting on Sunday 
night. The rules include budget 
limits and restrictions on what 
content students may include 
on their websites. 

Current CCSC president 
Learned Foote said that some 
of the rules are overly complex.

“Specifically that you can’t 
invite more than 30 people 
on Facebook or use Youtube, 
[these] are examples of the 
elections board using outdated 
rules,” Foote said.

Habbu agreed that restric-
tions on making pins and 
T-shirts limit some of the fun 
of campaigns. 

 “A lot of the avenues of 

We must find personal solutions to 
combat racism. 

Facebook revolutions

The Columbia baseball team fell in 
its first games against Holy Cross on 
both Saturday and Sunday, but were 
unable to come back and win each 
day’s second contest.

Lions split pair of 
weekend doubleheaders

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

44°/ 29°

Tomorrow

49°/ 34°

Fire breaks out in Dodge, building evacuated

Politicans 
join students 
in fair labor 
campaign

A concert lecture covering 800 years of Western musical history, by CU 
musicians.

Miller Theatre, 8-10 p.m.

Power, senior director in President Obama’s security team, has been involved 
in the Libya intervention.

Italian Academy Teatro, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Music Hum in a Day

Samantha Power speech

CU holds joint 
conference in 
Istanbul

Yasmeen Ar-Rayani says that 
social networking does not cause 
revolutions. 

Bigotry on campus

Uptown Whole Foods, whose 
owner, Gary Null, spoke at 
Saturday afternoon’s rally.

“We should not be talking 
about minimal wage, I believe 
we should only be talking about 
living wage,” Null said to loud 
cheers from the crowd.  “If you 
thought of your employees as 
a family, you’d treat them as a 
family.”

Speakers at the rally urged 
attendees to canvas the Upper 
West Side on April 9 to get local 
stores to sign the pledge, some-
thing that members of some 
campus groups have committed 
to doing.

The campaign will distribute 

stickers for businesses that com-
mit to the fair-labor standards to 
display, and Espaillat said he’ll 
be helping to further the goals 
of Cao and other activists, who 
have been picketing Saigon five 
days a week since November.

“I will be personally asking 
the Attorney General’s office 
to take a look at the practice of 
this restaurant … to see if there’s 
any criminal action happening 
with the owner,” Espaillat told 
Spectator on Saturday.

Saigon Grill has been em-
broiled in legal battles over 
fair labor practices since 2007, 
when some staff members were 
fired because they claimed the 

owners, Simon and Michelle 
Nget, paid delivery workers less 
than $2 an hour and cheated em-
ployees out of tips.

In 2008, a federal judge ruled 
in favor of the employees, award-
ing them $4.6 million and sen-
tencing Simon Nget to 90 days 
in jail and five years of probation, 
though his wife Michelle has not 
yet been sentenced.

Rose Michaels, BC ’13 and a 
member of LUCHA, the cam-
pus Latino activist group, said 
it’s important “that everyone is 
aware of what’s going on. We 
need to make sure the commu-
nity is in solidarity.”

“Once other businesses saw 

what happened here, they raised 
their labor standards,” Cindy 
Gao, CC ’12 and political chair 
of the Asian American Alliance, 
said of Saigon Grill. 

And despite the focus on 
the neighborhood as a whole, 
Saigon Grill is still in the middle 
of the fray. 

Cao said that current em-
ployees are afraid to speak out 
against the Lins because they 
fear losing their jobs. Espaillat, 
however, said he would person-
ally approach the workers afraid 
to speak out.

“They should feel reassured 

SEE SAIGON, page 3

SEE FIRE, page 2

CCSC sees start of election 
season, increase in candidates

SEE CCSC, page 2



PAGE 2 			    NEWS				    	 MARCH 28, 2011

and the variety of possible ar-
eas of research and public en-
gagement that they warrant, not 
just as potential topics that the 
global center would engage, but 
more importantly as examples 
of how we would hope to en-
gage the two communities, the 
Turkish and American, in many 
different areas of expertise,” 
Barkey said.

Barkey noted that these sub-
jects are not necessarily repre-
sentative of what will be studied 
at the Istanbul center.

“The projects, the academic 
research areas, the practical col-
laboration that will happen will 

be determined by what our and 
their faculties have as possible 
research interests,” Barkey said. 

Masri emphasized the “net-
work effect” of the global cen-
ters, which by working to-
gether and in conjunction with 
Columbia’s main campus in 
New York would provide what 
he called a richer experience for 
students. 

Masri added that Turkey’s 
unique position between the 
East and West makes it the per-
fect place for a new center.

“The Middle East center 
that’s in Amman covers the 

entire Arab world plus Israel, 
Turkey, and Iran,” Masri said. 
“But we’ve had discussions for 
a couple of years now about hav-
ing a separate smaller center in 
Istanbul, given a great level of 
interest by the faculty in Turkey 
and the fact that Turkey is re-
ally a large country, that’s both 
a bridge between East and West 
and is sort of part of the Middle 
East and part of Europe and 
neither.”

Three more global centers, in 
Kenya, Kazakhstan, and Brazil, 
are also on the horizon for the 
University.

In a recent interview, 
Bollinger said he was more 
persuaded than ever that glob-
al centers will work better for 
Columbia than the full-service 
branch campuses that other 
universities, like New York 
University, have adopted.

“The desire within the com-
munity from faculty and I think 
from students is very strong for 
trying to take advantage of the 
centers to learn about the world, 
work on the world,” Bollinger 
said. “I do believe this is the 
right strategy for globalization.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

CU working with profs in Turkey before Istanbul center’s expected fall opening

BHANGRA BRINGS IT
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FINAL ACT | Rajkaran Sachdej, CC ’11, performs with CU Bhangra at the end of Club Zamana’s Tamasha on Saturday night.

Scan this QR code on your 
smartphone to see the rest 
of the Tamasha photos in 
the online slideshow.

hit the fire panel, and FDNY was 
here extremely quickly.”

Alarms also went off in Dodge 
Fitness Center, leaving about 35 
people waiting outside for the go-
ahead to get their belongings.

Marilyn Robb, CC ’13, said that 
there were blue lights flashing 
and a buzzing sound in the gym 
just after 10:30.

“The alarm went on for like a 
minute but nobody was leaving,” 
she said. “Then someone from 
the staff said this was a real alarm 
and had us all leave.”

The concert in Miller 
Theatre featured Yoko Ono and 
Sonic Youth, but Fuchs said the 
fire broke out long enough af-
ter the concert was over that it 
mainly inconvenienced back-
stage staff.

Dodge Hall contains Miller 
Theatre and is also home to the 
School of the Arts, including the 
LeRoy Neiman Center for Print 
Studies.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Fire breaks  
out after Japan 
benefit concert

“These global 
centers have to be 
thought out really 
carefully.”
—Safwan Masri, director of 
Columbia global centers in 

the Middle East

creativity are kind of lost by all 
the rules. That being said, people 
have certainly come up with cool 
things to do,” she said, citing the 
free concert she held in Wallach 
lounge her freshman year.

Campaigning will begin 
next Monday, April 4. There 
will be debates on April 10, and 
students will cast their ballots 
April 11-13. 

The CCSC Elections Board 
will be encouraging voter par-
ticipation by hosting a kickoff 
celebration on Low Plaza on 
April 11 with free giveaways 
and music. 

As for the candidates, “I real-
ly hope that they have a fun time 
with it, that they recognize the 
role that student council plays on 
campus, both in how it’s limited 
and what it’s capable of, and that 
they really put their all into it and 
have a great time,” Foote said.

melanie.broder
@columbiaspectator.com

Campaigning 
for CCSC to 
begin April 4

CCSC from front page

FIRE from front page

ISTANBUL from front page
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that the city will protect the 
workers, this is a city that has a 
history of protecting its work-
ers,” he said.

But Rui Wang, an assistant 
manager at the restaurant, said 
that the men who claim to have 
been fired are lying.

“The protesters outside, they 
never worked here before—not 
with the old management or 
with the new management,” 
Wang said.  When asked about 
Cao, Wang said, “That is a name 
I do not recognize.”

Wang has said for months 

that the protestors are unfairly 
projecting the practices of the 
former management onto the 
new one.

“This is a restaurant, not a 
sweatshop,” he said. “With the 
old management, it was true that 
they had problems with the de-
livery guys at that time. But they 
already solved that situation.”

Three current Saigon em-
ployees also staged a counter-
protest next to the rally. While 
refusing to speak with the press, 
they handed out a flyer criticiz-
ing the two unions to which 
Saigon Grill employees belong, 
telling them, “Stop pretending 
that you are fighting for work-
ers’ rights!” 

According to the flyer, Wing 
Lam, executive director of the 
Chinese Staff and Workers’ 
Association, “has caused hun-
dreds of workers who did not 
want to participate in his wal-
let-fattening scheme to lose 
their jobs.”

Wendy Cheung, a staff or-
ganizer at the Chinese Staff 
and Workers’ Association and 
Justice Will Be Served!, said 
that those accusations had been 
fed to the current employees by 
the Lins. 

“The employers are putting 

out false statements, pitting the 
workers on the inside against 
workers on the outside,” she 
said. “It’s a tactic to keep work-
ers from coming together to or-
ganize for better conditions.”

Saturday’s protest attracted 
about 100 people to the restau-
rant, including Louise Velez, a 
Lower East Side resident who 
came to the opposite corner 
of the island to support the 
campaign.

“I can’t believe this is hap-
pening here,” she said. “The new 
owner is doing what the first 
owner did. They need to launch 
an investigation on this man.”

Rosenthal also spoke at the 
rally, which fell one day after 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire. 
The 1911 tragedy killed 146 gar-
ment workers who were locked 
in a room with no access to a fire 
escape.

Rosenthal reminded the crowd 
that most of the workers who died 
in that fire were put at risk due to 
poor labor and safety laws.

“It’s a shame that 100 years 
later we’re still fighting some 
of the same battles here on the 
Upper West Side,” she said.

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com

Rally held for workers’ rights, boycott of Saigon

Dinner prompts interfaith dialogue on stereotypes
BY KARLA JIMENEZ

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A TV show featuring a sweet-
tempered woman referred to as 
the “Jewish Mother Character” 
may play off of a positive stereo-
type—but it’s still a stereotype. 

That was one example shared 
at an interfaith dinner on Sunday 
night, where members of reli-
gious groups on campus came 
together to discuss religious 
stereotypes within their own 
communities. 

The dinner brought togeth-
er members of the Columbia 
Muslim Student Association, 
Columbia/Barnard Hillel, 
the InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship, the Church of the 
Latter Day Saints, Veritas, the 
Hindu Students Organization, 
and the Interfaith Collective to 
share past experiences—some of 
whom said they left with new in-
sights into religious prejudice.

Tamara Roth, BC ’14, said 
she felt comfort in learning that 
people from other faiths express 
similar fears of discrimination. 

“A lot of Jewish history is full 
of discrimination,” Roth said, 
adding that her grandparents 
were Holocaust survivors. “I 
heard people of other faiths say 
they have those same feelings.”

Other groups presented the 
idea of finding a balance with-
in stereotypes. Hannah Rosner, 
CC ’14, said people within her 
discussion group talked about 
the difficulties of dictating how 

other people perceive one’s com-
munity, citing the 1960s show 
with the “Jewish Mother.” 

“It’s not what all Jews are 
like,” Rosner said.

The event was co-sponsored 
by the Kraft Family Fund for 
Intercultural and Interfaith 
Awareness, and began with three 
speakers, followed by dinner and 
group discussions.

Omolara Williams, CC ’12, said 
her favorite moment of conversa-
tion was when one of the students 
asked the presenter how a mes-
sage can be shared with someone 
who doesn’t want to listen.

“An elder woman in our group 
answered, ‘You don’t. You can 
place it on the table and leave 
it for them to pick up if they 
want to,’” Williams said. She ex-
plained that the student refused 
to accept that one should give 
up spreading a message, while 
the older woman stuck to her 
argument. 

Williams said the disagree-
ment left both parties agitated. 

“How do you pimp your message 
when the other doesn’t want to 
listen? We realized the answer 
was you don’t,” she said.

It was a point that came up 
in many contexts. Rosner said 
that one person in her group, 
an Arabic Muslim, told an anec-
dote about arguing with an evan-
gelical Christian woman about 
the latter’s prejudices towards 
Muslims. She left an impression 
on the lady by defying negative 
stereotypes. 

“The Christian lady went 
away thinking she [the student] 
wasn’t a proper Muslim,” Rosner 
said.

Williams said she thought 
there was one hole left in the 
discussion. Within the larger 
context of an interfaith dialogue, 
“It was interesting we didn’t 
have an interracial dialogue,” 
Williams said. “It’s an interest-
ing dialogue that isn’t had be-
cause people don’t like to talk 
about it.”

Maryam Aziz, CC ’13, said she 
agreed, giving the example of 
African-American Muslim men 
being associated with wearing 
bow ties. 

“Religion and culture are in-
extricably tied,” Aziz said, add-
ing that it all comes down to 
communication. “You need to 
come to the table and just be 
you,” she said. “I come as who I 
am and if you want, you can ask 
me questions.”

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com

“I will be personally 
asking the Attorney 
General’s office to 
take a look at the 
practice of this 
restaurant.”

— Adriano Espaillat,
New York State Senator
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SHARING A LAUGH  |  Gabriella Spitzer (left) and Aleq Abdullah talk during an interfaith dinner 
and discussion hosted by various campus religious groups on Sunday night in Barnard Hall. 

“I heard people 
of other faiths say 
they have those 
same feelings.”

—Tamara Roth, BC ’14

SAIGON from front page



A month ago, as the campus was exploding with dis-
cussion of ROTC, ROOTEd—a subset of the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs—played a role in promoting an 
admirable type of dialogue. Respecting Ourselves and 
Others Through Education initiated a discussion among 
students, encouraging them not necessarily to fall on 
one side or the other, but to examine the frame of the 
debate and question how different groups were present-
ing the issue. When discussion, a huge part of our lives at 
this activism-saturated University, is so often polarized 
and “dialogue” between groups can turn into shouting 
matches, thoughtful debate like this is especially valu-
able and rare.  

As passionate and opinionated people, many 
Columbians are activists in one student group or another. 
Campus activism in all its many forms has an abundance 
of goals, from promoting dialogue and raising awareness 
of issues, to participating in national and cross-cultural 
debates, to serving the community. One thing is clear, 
though—at the end of the day, most activist groups on 
campus firmly promote their voice on an issue as the cor-
rect one. The question, then, lies in whether or not it is 
possible to take a stance on an issue, or strongly support 
a cause or an idea, while still being open to hearing the 
other side and challenging one’s opinions.

One pair of battling groups that does this with some 
success is the Columbia University Democrats and 

Republicans. They each pursue their goals in distinct 
ways: the Democrats mainly by sending groups of stu-
dents to campaign for candidates across the country and 
by talking to students, and the Republicans by hosting 
speaker events and social gatherings to foster a conserva-
tive community on campus. Nevertheless, they both see 
their regular debates with the opposite group as incred-
ibly important to their work and role on campus, which 
shows the value they place on engaging with the opposite 
side. And because they’ve focused on mobilizing their 
immediate community, they’ve even found ways to make 
national, intangible goals more accessible and realistic.

LionPAC, a group that is similarly political but very 
different in terms of interests and ties, has also made 
progress in achieving political goals regarding America’s 
relationship with Israel. At the same time, they use their 
position to impact the community, advocating their plat-
forms to students and discussing their interests with 
figures like Charles Rangel. Demonstrating their willing-
ness to engage with other groups, they have productive 
relationships with groups whose missions extend beyond 
their support for Israel.

In contrast, Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine 
are not open to debate, refusing to speak to other groups 
because they do not want to legitimize what they feel is 
an illegitimate side of the struggle. They are more than 
comfortable expressing their opinion in other ways: writ-
ing op-eds and conducting mock checkpoints on Low 
Steps. Saying that the relationship between LionPAC and 
C-SJP is strained, then, would be an understatement, 
and though each group’s message is valid, this lack of 
respectful interaction needs to be rectified. While C-SJP 
does a good job of raising student attention and aware-
ness of its issues, they do a disservice to the student body 

by declining to participate in dialogue with opposing 
organizations.

While some groups have dialogue as their main focus, 
other groups work to advocate change on a more local 
level, while still arguing for the importance of their cause. 
The Student Global AIDS Campaign has expressed that 
they want to see AIDS research become as important 
as research on cancer. At the same time, they are doing 
remarkable things for the community. Though small in 
number, the group was able to raise over $1,000 through 
a party at Mel’s and donated that money to health care in 
Washington Heights. It’s often unrealistic for students 
to expect global, far-reaching change, so it’s important 
for activist groups to focus on the micro level, as that’s 
where the greatest impact is bound to occur.

Groups can be myopic in their goals and unwilling to 
see the validity of other points and causes, but they do 
this at their own peril. And any group that essentially 
talks to itself when discussing its opinions does nothing 
to encourage the development of nuanced, intelligent 
perspectives on the part of other students. After all, two 
monologues are not a dialogue.

This University is filled with students who will inevi-
tably have prominent roles in fields like government, law, 
medicine, making it crucial that students learn how to fight 
for a cause effectively and realistically as well as engage 
in thoughtful and respectful debate. Indeed, our campus 
discussion of issues should be even more sophisticated 
than the prevailing national approach to matters, which 
is often quick to develop misconceptions about others and 
encourage platitudes about issues that are not going to 
change without a great deal of work. All you activists read-
ing this, be willing to listen and re-evaluate your goals. It 
must start with you before real change is going to happen.
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Much has been made of the role 
of social networking websites 

in the recent wave of revolutions 
across the Arab world. Indeed, many 
of these uprisings have been dubbed 
“Facebook revolutions,” sometimes 
by participants, but most often by 
international observers in Western 
press and academia. In some of these 
cases, the technological character of 
these rebellions has been exploited by 
Americans who, plagued by a fleeting 
sense of global supremacy, have sought 
to appropriate these revolutions—
downplaying Arab agency and replac-
ing it with their own. This Facebook 
preoccupation serves only to alienate the reality of these 
revolutions, such that the uprisings feed arrogance where 
they ought to inspire admiration, highlight Zuckerberg 
where they ought to elevate Bouazizi, and point to Silicon 
Valley where they ought to feature Benghazi. 

For instance, in an op-ed published last month in 
Spectator, Kevin Siegel wrote, “Since the start of the 
revolution in Egypt, many a well-informed and weary 
American, even here on our campus, has been occupied 
by a single question: Is the fall of Mubarak good for the 
United States?” He goes on to argue that this narcissism 
stems from “a deeper question irking our collective con-
sciousness. Is the U.S. still, as many Americans believe, 
the world’s most powerful country and its main purveyor 
of inspiration and innovation?” Siegel goes on to applaud 
Ted Turner, Mark Zuckerberg, and Jack Dorsey for having 
“outsourced American democracy.” In an attempt to con-
sole those struggling to “accustom ourselves to ... our wan-
ing political hegemony” (which, I would suggest, is fairly 
intact), he claims that the Tunisian and Egyptian uprisings 
were “powered by the innovations of blue-blooded, apple-
munching American people.” 

Siegel’s argument is commonplace—it is echoed, for 
instance, by the New York Times’ Roger Cohen, who 
identified Mark Zuckerberg as the leader of the Tunisian 
revolution in his article “Facebook and Arab Dignity.” But 
while the Facebook refrain is virtually universal, Siegel’s 
thoughts on the source of this preoccupation reflect a 
unique and telling frankness on his part. The implications 
of Siegel’s piece are clear: Attributing Arab revolutions 
to “American innovation” is about stroking a bruised ego, 
about turning the collapse of an American-funded regime, 
a failure of American agency, into an American victory. 
In other words, where you can’t find direct and positive 
American involvement, argue for its insertion. That way 
you can stave off your “fallen superpower” complex. 

It is undeniable that the organizers of and participants 
in these uprisings made ample use of social networking 
websites. But to use this as a justification for appropriation 
is as ludicrous as claiming that, because anti-apartheid 
activists in South Africa telephoned one another, Canadian 
technology and Alexander Graham Bell should be praised 
as the great liberators of black South Africans. 

Furthermore, the role that social networking sites have 
played in these revolutions is, at the very least, overstated. 
The crucial moments of the Egyptian and Tunisian upris-
ings—the largest demonstrations—took place when the 
Internet had already been cut off. In both cases, Friday 
prayers represented the one unstoppable force behind 
amassing large congregations of people on the streets. And 
yet it is Facebook, not Islamic practice, that is lauded as 
indispensable to Arab uprisings. Moreover, history is rife 
with examples of revolutions that took place before the 
advent of the internet. Unless we assume that the French 
and Russians were uniquely equipped to subvert pre-tech-
nicolor tyranny, unless we believe that Arabs somehow 
needed this extra crutch, there is no reason to conclude 
that Facebook played an instrumental role. 

But it is not merely explicit attempts at appropriation, 
like Siegel’s and Cohen’s pieces, that are at issue. Both Siegel 
and Cohen concede that Egyptian and Tunisian courage 
have their place in this story. The question then becomes: 
Why aren’t they at the center of the story? Why are Arabs 
relegated to the periphery of their own revolutions? Indeed, 
it is the fetishizing of the tool of communication itself, even 
on apparently neutral terms, that distracts from the sacri-
fices made by those wielding the tool. Any weapon is mean-
ingless without the person willing to use it. It is that human 
element that is blurred and pushed to the background when 
we focus on a computer program instead of on the many 
Egyptians and Tunisians who risked their lives to liberate 
themselves. It’s time to adjust our lenses.

 
Yasmeen Ar-Rayani is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies. Color in 

Colonial College runs alternate Mondays.

A not so revolutionary 
revolution
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How to be an 
activist

BY JESSE EISEMAN

Have you ever seen a 22-year-old guy with tears in his 
eyes? That’s the sight that greeted me when I returned to 
my fraternity house on one Thursday morning. A group 
of brothers had gathered on the staircase and everyone 
was visibly disturbed. Apparently senior night at Havana 
Central had gone horribly wrong. Two members of a dif-
ferent fraternity had become agitated when they thought 
that their place in line for beer pong had been cut (though 
my friends swear they had been off the line for at least 15 
minutes). When they saw that one of the players on the 
table was wearing an AEPi shirt, they began a belligerent 
and threatening anti-Semitic tirade that, when recounted 
to me, made my blood run cold. The usual tropes of control 
over the media (and all the other reasons these individuals 
hate Jews) got mixed in with threats “to rip their throats 
out.” At least one of the recipients of the threat was not 
ethnically Jewish, though the bigots said that since he had 
a “Jew fro,” it did not matter.

Of course racism exists. It’s a fact that we’re all sup-
posed to be aware of. But on Columbia’s campus, it is 
something that we are not used to experiencing. This 
particular incident presents a unique challenge to most 
of the standard responses to racism.

Columbia’s administration has two policy tools to deal 
with racism on campus. The first is to strengthen minor-
ity communities by providing more programming, safe 
spaces, or special administrative attention designed to 
make the campus more inviting. The reasoning seems 
to be that by increasing the strength and visibility of 
these communities, we increase the “spirit of diversity,” 
which will lead to acceptance. The second is education, 
Under1Roof-style. The assumption is that if bigots knew 
the type of hurt they caused, they would not spew hate-
ful speech. This particular incident, however, shows the 
limits of administrative action.

More education would not have prevented it from 
happening. As if merely attending Columbia were not 
enough of an educational experience for the racist stu-
dents, they made it very explicit that they knew the dan-
gers of anti-Semitism. 

The Jewish community is already a strong, integral 
presence on campus. We are certainly overrepresented. 

Hillel and well over a dozen Jewish groups run frequent 
programs for anyone who wishes to join. Though we are 
losing one of the only primarily non-religious Jewish safe 
spaces on campus—the AEPi house—the Jewish commu-
nity will remain just as vibrant as ever.

If an increase in education, diversity, and visibility 
does not curb racism, what does? My conclusion may 
seem like a cop-out. Certainly, we would like for the 
administration to swoop down and save the day. But if 
such a strong community can be the victim of such ha-
tred, there does not seem to be anything more that the 
administration can do to prevent it. The individuals will 
hopefully be punished; we have alerted the necessary 
authorities. So what is left for us, the students, to do?

The steps my friends and I took that night seem to be 
the only answer. We gathered together and comforted 
each other. We talked it out, and we are getting on with 
our lives. We should thank the administration for having 
built a tolerant campus, but we should recognize that we 
have reached a point where there is nothing more they 
can do as a third party to address this particular strain 
of racism. It is up to the students, both from minori-
ties and from traditionally privileged groups, to handle 
anti-Semitism in the only way possible: gather in our 
homes, comfort our friends, and make our disgust known. 
Most importantly, we should live our lives as individu-
als with the same sense of personal pride we always had 
and rarely need. 

The author is a Columbia College sophomore major-
ing in Financial Economics. He is a member of AEPi and 
Yavneh. This piece is comprised entirely of his own person-
al opinions and does not reflect those of AEPi or Yavneh. 

Reacting to racism
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PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

NEW APP—WALKING TOUR of Up-
per West Side. Created by neighbor-
hood resident, the tour begins at the 
Eleanor Roosevelt Monument and 
ends at Grant’s Tomb. Anyone with an 
iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad, get your 
walking shoes ready! http:// itunes.
apple.com/app/upper-upper-west-
side-tour/ id406469709?mt=8

YOU ARE A LAWYER seeking para-
legal services, seek a Manhattan-NYC 
legal event calendar… call 917LAW-
YERS. Call 212COLLEGE or 602COL-
LEGE or 408COLLEGE or 619COL-
LEGE for college admissions phone 
numbers. Call 212BANKERS for weath-
er and list of bank-mortgage custom-
er service numbers. Dial 212WEATH-
ER for weather forecasts. Dial 212 
AIRPORT for listings of car services. 
Call 410DOCTORS or 410NURSING 
for Baltimore hospital numbers or nurs-
ing services.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs.  I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE SYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

ROOM FOR RENT
Large BR w/private bath in spacious 
Washington Heights apt. Convenient 
to public transportation, this lovely art 
deco building has good security and 
friendly neighbors. $1100. (212) 923-
2246

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

 
WANTED: TECHNOLOGY WIZ

to monitor, maintain and modify web-
site founded by computer illiterate. Pay-
ment to be negotiated: either salary, 
theoretically profitable partnership in-
terest, or rent-free 2 BR apt with ter-
race on 108th St. Contact Melvin at 
mbukiet@mac.com or (212) 864-3440.

GOOD LISTENER WANTED
A financial industry professional and 
a former Columbia researcher wants 
to improve his math comprehension 
by explaining the subject to you. You 
just need to pretend to listen (no math 
background necessary). $12/hour. Lo-
cated in Riverdale. Contact math@
nayal.org. (718) 548-6589.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



at No. 6 singles, routed his op-
ponent 6-1, 6-1 behind a bar-
rage of strong serves and vol-
ley winners. Senior co-captain 
Kevin Kung split his first two 
sets 1-6, 6-1, but got broken 
early in the third and could 
never break back, losing the 
third set 6-4. The Lions need-
ed both sophomores John 
Yetimoglu and Nate Gery to 
win their matches. Gery lost 
his first set, and was down in 
the second but broke back as 
his opponent was serving for 
the match. Gery would win the 
second set in a tiebreak and 
his third set 7-5. Yetimoglu, 
at No. 5 singles, won his first 
set easily, but lost the second 
6-4, and struggled to find his 
range in the third, falling be-
hind two breaks. Although he 
got one break back, his oppo-
nent served out the match, giv-
ing the Redbirds the win. 

Columbia started out slow 
again against St. John’s on 
Saturday. The Lions again lost 
the doubles point, but were 
swept this time, losing 8-5 at 
No. 1 and 3 doubles, and 8-6 at 
No. 2 doubles.

“Yesterday I felt doubles we 
played really poorly. I know 
the guys are trying really hard, 
maybe they are too eager or 
nervous; sometimes losses can 
do that to you. Maybe they are 
under a little pressure, I told 
them to relax and things will 
turn around. We really need-
ed these two matches,” said 
Goswami.   

Singles started slowly as 
well, as only Tizian Bucher 
won his first set. Cyril Bucher 
fell 6-2, 6-1 at No. 2 singles, 
and Deb-Sen, playing at No. 6 
singles, lost in straight sets as 
well. Schneiderman struggled 
all afternoon to find consis-
tency on his groundstrokes and 
fell at No. 1 singles to Stefan 
Bojic 6-3, 6-2. 

Tizian Bucher won his first 
set, lost the second 6-4, but ral-
lied for a 6-2 win in the third. 
Kung lost a tight match at No. 
2 to Milo Hauk 6-4 in the third 
set, and Nate Gery came alive 
in the second set, rallying from 
a first set loss to win his match 
in a third set supertiebreak.

“We didn’t compete and we 
played poorly. We played poor 
doubles. Haig had a long match 
the day before, and I finally 
was happy with how he played 
the day before. We played good 
matches, even in Texas, we 
had some pretty close match-
es where we played as well as 
we could. Yesterday was poor, 
it happens sometimes. So I’m 
hoping we’ll have a good week 
of practice and we’ll right the 
ship. We have tough matches 
coming up but hopefully we’ll 
compete. That’s all I’m asking 
of the guys and if we do that, 
then hopefully we’ll be OK.”

Losing streak 
comes just 
before Ivies

MEN’S TENNIS                    
from back page
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guys early and it felt like a lineup 
I could attack with my stuff and 
just throw strikes and let our de-
fense work,” Whitaker said.

By attacking hitters, 
Whitaker’s performance was 
not only effective, but efficient 
as well.

“I feel like this year, I’ve been 
able to come into games and just 
attack the zone from the begin-
ning and that’s helped me out so 
far,” Whitaker said.

The offensive catalyst for the 
Lions was senior outfielder Nick 
Cox, who recorded four hits and 
four stolen bases in the game. 

“Cox is on fire, he’s always 
getting hits,” Pizzano said. “He’s 
really like a catalyst at the top 
of our order, if he’s going, we 
all go.”

Cox’s infield hit to lead off 
the bottom of the first led to 
junior outfielder Alexander 
Aurrichio’s RBI double, which 
put the Lions on the board. Cox 
would also reach home on an in-
field single to lead off the sixth 
inning, which sparked a four-
run Columbia rally for the sec-
ond consecutive inning. Pizzano 

contributed to the offensive on-
slaught as well with two hits, 
two runs, and three RBIs.

“I got those kinks out of the 
first game,” Pizzano said. “I 
stayed back, saw the ball better, 
and sprayed a couple hits.”

On Sunday, the Lions would 
once again score in just one in-
ning of the double-header open-
er, this time leading to a 3-2, sev-
en-inning defeat at the hands of 
the Crusaders. 

Cox and junior third baseman 
Jon Eisen led off the Columbia 
third inning with singles, and 
Pizzano and Aurrichio drove 
them home, putting the Lions 
out in front 2-0. 

“Just being back on your 
home field, it’s a little bit of a 
comfort zone,” said Aurrichio. 
“I just kind of got into a groove 
and felt good at the plate and it 
translated into some results.”

However, the Lions would 
once again cough up the early 
lead in a three-run fifth inning 
for Holy Cross. 

A pair of walks and a check-
swing infield single led to senior 
starting pitcher Dan Bracey’s 
demise in the fifth inning, as all 
three baserunners would come 

in to score with two outs. Bracey 
otherwise only allowed four hits 
in his six innings of work.

Senior shortstop Alex Ferrera 

came up with the bases loaded 
and two outs in the fifth and with 
two men on and two outs in the 
seventh, but he was not able to 
capitalize on either opportunity.

“We just didn’t get a couple 
of hits in some key situations to 
score more runs,” Boretti said. 
“I thought their pitcher did a 
good job again, but we need to 
do more to create some offense 
and we need to do a better job 
of two-strike hitting too.”

In the weekend’s final game, 

Columbia found offensive suc-
cess in the second half of its 7-3 
win. 

Cox once again delivered 
four hits and a stolen base in 
the game, making him 11 for 
12 in stealing bases this season 
and solidifying his .403 season 
batting average. Not far behind 
is Pizzano, who is batting .400 
after an impressive weekend at 
the plate.

Senior second baseman Alex 
Godshall and freshman catcher 
Emmanuel Cabreja, neither of 
whom started in Sunday’s open-
er, made cases for more playing 
time with notable performances 
at the plate. Godshall recorded 
multiple hits and each scored 
a run.

“I think we learned from 
yesterday and the mistakes that 
we were making at the plate, 
and I think we got into what we 
do the best,” Godshall said. “We 
started seeing better pitches, 
being a little more aggressive, 
we were letting some balls go 
by the first day, and I think it 
showed in putting some hits 
together.”

Sophomore starting pitcher 
Stefan Olson allowed two runs 

and three hits in his five innings 
on the mound for the Lions.

“Stef I thought threw 
well for five,” said Boretti. 
“Command-wise, he’s been bet-
ter at times, but he’s still work-
ing on settling in and doing a 
better job there.”

In their wins, the Lions stole 
a combined nine bases, even 
though they were picked off a 
couple times.

“We definitely put an empha-
sis on stealing off the catcher 
when we did steal,” Cox said. 
“But they actually did a pretty 
good job shutting our running 
game down from the pitching 
standpoint.”

Overall the weekend was 
a needed step forward for the 
Light Blue.

“I think it was good to get 
a couple of doubleheaders un-
der our belt before Ivy League 
play starts, so we get the feel of 
coming out here and being out 
here for 16 innings and I think 
we’re ready for next weekend,” 
Aurrichio said.

Columbia will face its final 
tune-up before Ivy League play 
begins with a 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
matchup at Monmouth. 

Light Blue rebounds to win second game of each doubleheader
BASEBALL from back page

“Being back on 
your home field, it’s 
a little bit of a com-
fort zone.”

—Alexander Aurrichio,
junior

“I’m hoping we’ll 
have a good week 
of practice and 
we’ll right the ship. 
We have tough 
matches coming up 
but hopefully we’ll 
compete.”

—Bid Goswami,
head coach

One last swim meet broke 
one last record. 

Senior Adam Powell partic-
ipated in the NCAA National 
Championships this weekend, 
where he competed in the 
50 and 100 freestyle events. 
According to head coach Jim 
Bolster, this championship 
meet is arguably one of the 
fastest in the world. Although 
Powell did not make it past the 
preliminary rounds in the 100 
free, the senior qualified for the 
consolation finals in the 50 free 
this past Thursday. 

To qualify, Powell swam his 
trademark event, the 50 free, 
in 19.55, which was both a per-
sonal and school record. The 
time is currently the 14th fast-
est in the country. In the con-
solation finals, Powell finished 
eighth with a time of 19.74, good 
enough for sixteenth place at 
the entire championship event. 

Bolster had nothing but 
praise for the graduating ath-
lete. “Adam’s performance at 
NCAAs is a fitting way for him 

to end his season and his ca-
reer. He is the greatest sprint-
er in the history of Columbia 
Swimming and Diving, and to 
swim his best time in the big-
gest meet of his life is pretty 
sweet!” he wrote in an email.

The Light Blue swimmers 
will certainly miss Powell’s 
prowess in the pool next year. 
“He did not lose a race in the 
league his last two years; find-
ing an athlete that swims at 
that level does not happen of-
ten,” Bolster said. However, his 
success in the Ancient Eight 
seems to have been a draw for 
future Columbia swimmers—
according to Bolster, Powell’s 
legacy has attracted three 
sprinters in the incoming re-
cruited class.

While the book has closed 
on Powell’s career at Columbia, 
it is certain that he will contin-
ue making waves in the swim-
ming world, as he plans to at-
tempt to qualify for the 2012 
Olympics in London. 

—Rebeka Cohan

Senior swimmer Powell swims 50 and 
100 freestyle events in the NCAAs

MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

POWELL-FUL  |  Senior Adam Powell swam in his last meet as a Columbia Lion this weekend. His 
leadership will be missed in future seasons.

Don’t be a spectator.

sports@
columbiaspectator.com

Write sports for Spectator.

HENRY WILLSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FINDING FORM  |  Last season’s Ivy League Rookie of the Year, Dario Pizzano had two hits, two runs, and three RBIs in the second game of Saturday’s doubleheader.
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ahead of traditional athletic 
powers such as Duke, Stanford, 
and Boston College. As if team 
success wasn’t enough, sopho-
more Lydia Kopecky came in 
seventh place in women’s epee 
and earned second team All-
American status because of it. 
Any way you cut it, seventh place 
nationally is nothing too shabby. 
Columbia also had four competi-
tors named honorable mention 
All-Americans.  

Senior swimmer Adam 
Powell represented the Light 
Blue in Minneapolis in the 
NCAA Championships, setting a 
new school record and personal 
best in the 50 free, where he also 
advanced to the consolation fi-
nals of the event. In the 100 free, 
Powell came in 37th place over-
all. For his performance in the 
50 free at nationals, Powell was 
named honorable mention All-
American, along with first-team 
all-Ivy three times for his per-
formance at the 2011 Ivy League 
Championships (50 free, 100 
free, and 400 free relay). Powell 
also garnered second-team all-
Ivy recognition (100 backstroke, 
200 free relay, 400 medley relay) 
and was named as the Career 
High Point Swimmer of the Ivy 
League Championship meet, 
where he was recognized as the 
swimmer that scored the most 
points for his team over his four 
years at the Ivy Championships. 

If you think that’s a mouth-
ful you’re spot on, but all of 
that is just the start. Powell also 
qualified for the 2012 Olympic 
trials in the 50 free, and when 
the trials kick off in Nebraska, 
Powell will line up next to the 
Michael Phelps, Ryan Lochtes, 
and Jason Lezaks of the world, 
and try to out-touch them for 
a spot on the 2012 US Olympic 
Swimming team. 

As if that’s not enough, 
Powell won’t even be Columbia’s 
only representative in Nebraska 
for the 2012 Trials. Sophomore 
swimming star Katie Meili, who 
won the 200 individual medley 

at the 2011 Ivy Championships, 
qualified earlier this spring 
for the Trials in the 100 meter 
breaststroke.  

To me, here’s the bottom line: 
Columbia does not, has not for a 
while, and may never have elite 
level football and men’s basket-
ball teams. I’ve been waiting 
on the football team to be good 
since I came to campus in 2007, 
and while I like what first-year 
head coach Kyle Smith did with 
the men’s basketball team this 
winter, I’m a bit hesitant to 
jump on board right away since, 
you know, even the football 
team went 5-5 in head coach 
Norries Wilson’s first season. 
The bottom line is that even the 
eternal optimist in me has some 
serious doubts about the future 
of Columbia’s “marquee” ath-
letic programs going forward. 
That doesn’t mean that it won’t 
happen, or that I don’t want it 
to happen, but I think we all 
need to see a little bit more out 
of both teams before jumping on 
those bandwagons. 

But that doesn’t mean that 
I have long-term doubts about 
Columbia Athletics. In fact, it’s 
the total opposite. I’m not sure 
I’ve ever been more optimistic 

about anything at Columbia as I 
am about the future of the vast 
majority of the sports teams 
here. We’ll always have our duds 
and clunkers (here’s looking 
at you, lacrosse and softball) 
but what school doesn’t? With 
the exception of the teams I’ve 
noted above, almost all teams at 
Columbia seem to be getting bet-
ter, slowly if not surely. 

Money, hype, and media 
attention are funneled into big-
time college sports like football 
and men’s basketball. A lack 
of success in these sports at 
Columbia fuels a general percep-
tion on and around campus that 
sports in Morningside Heights 
are weak, noncompetitive, and 
undeserving of our attention. 

I couldn’t disagree more. 
While we may not be playing 
for a national title in basketball 
or football anytime soon, we are 
competing for national titles and 
recognition in a number of other 
sports. As I’ve said before, and 
I’ll say again until I’m blue in 
the face, the real shame isn’t in 
having average (or slightly below 
average) football and men’s bas-
ketball teams, but rather in hav-
ing other teams that do a whole 
lot better but simply don’t garner 
our attention. 

I read a story this week about 
basketball players from the 
Richmond men’s team, a No. 12 
seed which made a run to the 
Sweet Sixteen, who walked into 
class this week and got a stand-
ing ovation from the students. 
I’m not a betting man, but I’d 
be willing to wager that when 
Adam Powell, Katie Meili, or 
Lydia Kopecky walk into class 
today, they will just take a seat in 
the back like the rest of us.

It won’t happen today, but 
maybe someday we’ll have a 
general student body which 
truly recognizes and appreci-
ates athletic achievements 
when they happen. 

Kunal Gupta is a senior in the 
School of Engineering and 

Applied Sciences majoring in 
operations research.

No national notice for popular athletics
GUPTA from back page

The real shame isn’t 
in having average 
(or slightly below 
average) football 
and men’s basket-
ball teams, but rath-
er in having other 
teams that do a 
whole lot better but 
simply don’t garner 
our attention.

This Saturday, the 
Columbia women’s lacrosse 
team (1-5, 0-3 Ivy) was unable 
to pull off an upset as it fell to 
league foe No. 18 Dartmouth 
(5-2, 2-0 Ivy).

The game did not begin 
well for the Lions. Less than 
one minute into the match, the 
Big Green had already secured 
a 2-0 lead. The Light Blue’s 
deficit continued to worsen 
as the first half progressed.  
After 18 minutes of game time, 
Dartmouth was holding an 8-0 
lead. However, before halftime 

arrived, Columbia senior at-
tacker Gabrielle Geronimos 
found the net to put Columbia 
onto the scoreboard.

Coming into the second 
half trailing 9-1, the Lions 
knew they had work to do. 
Unfortunately, Dartmouth 
senior attack Kat Collins—
who recorded four goals 
overall for the Big Green—
scored two unassisted goals 
to open up play after the in-
termission. Throughout the 
course of the half, the Light 
Blue managed to score six 

times, with sophomore at-
tacker Kacie Johnson re-
cording three goals. Despite 
Johnson’s offensive outburst 
for the Lions, Columbia was 
unable to overcome the stag-
gering lead Dartmouth had 
built up in the first half, and 
eventually it fell to the Big 
Green 15-7.

The Light Blue will return 
to action this Wednesday 
against American at Robert 
K. Kraft Field. The game is 
set to start at 2 p.m.

—Rebeka Cohan

Lions remain winless in Ivy League play this year
LACROSSE

The men’s golf team trav-
eled to Grasonville, Md. 
to take part in the Fireline 
Towson Invitational. The 54-
hole tournament was played 
at Prospect Bay Country 
Club—a relatively short 6,761-
yard, par-72 course.

The field consisted of 17 
teams, including several from 
the Atlantic 10 and Big East. 
The Lions finished in tenth 
place, just four strokes off of 
the next best score.

The top finisher for the 
Lions was senior Clark 
Granum, who finished nine 
over par. Granum had the 12th 
best individual score among 
the field of 91 competitors. 
Sophomore Michael Yiu had 
the next best score, finish-
ing 18 over par. As a team, 
the Light Blue drained the 
fifth highest number of pars 
(162). Through 16 rounds of 
golf each, Granum’s and Yiu’s 
average scores hovered right 

around three above par. The 
men will be back on the fair-
ways beginning April 9 as 
they take part in the two-day 
Princeton Invitational.

The women did not com-
pete this weekend, but will 
be competing in the Hoya 
Invitational at The Members 
Club at Four Streams in 
Beallsville, Md. The two-
day tournament will begin 
on April 4.

—Jeremiah Sharf

Granum, Yiu lead Light Blue to tenth place finish 
GOLF

 � JOSÉ GIRALT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

VALIANT IN DEFEAT  |  Sophomore attacker Kacie Johnson scored three times in the sec-
ond half but could not guide the Lions to victory.   
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Columbia’s men’s and 
women’s track and field 
teams kicked off the out-
door season with two sepa-
rate meets in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and Palo Alto, Calif. 
The team traveled light to 
Stanford to take on some of 
the best competition in the 
nation. The Lions sent only 
15 athletes, all long-distance 
runners. Sophomore Paul 
Snyder was the fast man for 
the Light Blue in the 5000m 
run, finishing fourth in the 
third section with a time of 
14:17.14. In the 10000m run, 
senior Brendan Martin post-
ed the Lions’ fastest time, 
finishing in 29:44.55, good 
for 11th place in the second 

section of the highly com-
petitive race.

On the women’s side, 
sophomore Clare Buck fin-
ished with the team high in 
the 5000m (16:44.90), but 
just barely landed in the top 
half of her section. 

A number of other 
Columbia athletes took 
part in the Big 5 Meet at 
Penn. Senior Matt Stewart 
started the season off on the 
right foot, finishing first in 
the 1500m run with a time 
of 3:52.65. Junior Kyra 
Caldwell finished first as 
well, competing in the 400m 
dash in Hale’s absence. She 
finished in 57.24 seconds. 
The men’s and women’s 

4x400m relay ‘A’ teams each 
took second in their respec-
tive events. On the field, 
junior pole-vaulter Sarah 
Engle took first, clearing a 
height of 3.65m. The next 
closest competitor was an 
astounding 0.6 meters away 
from Engle’s mark.

Several big names, how-
ever, did not compete. 
Those names included ju-
nior sprinter Sharay Hale 
and senior middle-distance 
runner Jeff Moriarty.

The Lions will split 
up again next weekend, 
with some traveling to 
Gainesville, Fla., and some 
to Princeton, N.J.

—Jeremiah Sharf

Light Blue begins the outdoor season in separate meets 

TRACK AND FIELD

fun.’ It’s a liberating thing when 
you’re losing.”

The most striking example of 
this was freshman Alen Hadzic 
in men’s epee. Hadzic started 
slow on the first day of compe-
tition, finishing Thursday with 
a record of 5-9, putting him in 
19th place. He responded ex-
tremely well on Friday by win-
ning eight of his nine bouts to 
finish in ninth place with 13 
victories.  

“Alen is a very competitive 
person. He was not at all happy 
about his performance on the 
first day,” Kolombatovich said. 
“I think Alen just said ‘The 
hell with this. I’m just going to 
go out there and just do it and 
make it happen,’ and he cer-
tainly did.” 

Like Hadzic, freshmen 
foilists Alex Pensler and Bo 
Charles struggled early on in 
the competition but finished on 
a high note. On Friday, Pensler 
won six of nine bouts to finish 
with 13 victories and Charles 
won four of nine, giving him 
nine victories. Due to their 

strong second day performanc-
es Pensler finished in ninth 
place while Charles ended up 
in 15th. In men’s sabre, fresh-
man Mel Rodriguez finished in 
22nd place. 

On the women’s side, junior 
co-captain Sammy Roberts fin-
ished in 11th place and sopho-
more Loweye Diedro finished 
12th in sabre. Roberts started 
slow but finished Saturday with 
nine victories in 14 bouts. She 
finished the competition with 
12 victories. Diedro struggled 
out of the gate with five victo-
ries on Saturday but finished the 
competition with 11.  

In women’s epee, Kopecky 
finished in a tie for seventh 

place while freshman Katya 
English finished 18th. Kopecky 
was the Lions’ top finisher at 
NCAA’s. Kopecky and English 
finished Saturday with records 
of 8-6 and 7-7, respectively. 
Kopecky had a solid record of 
5-4 on Sunday while English 
notched three victories in nine 
bouts.  In women’s foil, sopho-
more D’Meca Homer finished 
in 19th place. 

In addition to Kopecky’s All-
American recognition, Roberts, 
Diedro, Pensler, and Hadzic re-
turn to New York as honorable 
mention All-Americans.   

This experience at nation-
als will yield benefits down the 
road for Columbia fencing. 

Kolombatovich said, “I ex-
pect a great majority to be here 
at NCAAs again next year when 
we go down to San Antonio. 
What they went through here, 
the intensity of it, the experi-
ence they have… not only will 
they benefit but they will even 
help their teammates perform 
better. We are going to have a 
far more experienced team. I’m 
looking forward to the next cou-
ple of years.” 

Five Lions earn All-American recognition

“I’m looking for-
ward to the next 
couple of years.”

— George Kolombatovich,
head coach

FENCING from back page

Against a Long Island 
University team that had 
only four players, the wom-
en’s tennis team ended a 
two-match losing streak with 
a 7-0 win in their final non-
conference match of the sea-
son. Columbia’s record now 
stands at 9-6 this spring.

Columbia won the doubles 
point easily, and was aided 
by the fact that LIU had only 
four players and thus could 
only field two doubles teams. 
It didn’t matter, because the 
Lions swept both match-
es with ease. Sophomore 

Nicole Bartnik and senior 
Natasha Makarova won 8-5 
at No. 1 and freshman Bianca 
Sanon and senior Natalia 
Christenson won 8-1 at No. 
2, giving Columbia the sweep 
and a 1-0 lead.

The Lions also won all 
four singles matches easily, 
each in straight sets. Bartnik, 
who didn’t play singles in two 
of the matches over spring 
break and was forced to re-
tire from a third, won 6-2, 7-5 
at No. 1. Since LIU didn’t have 
a full lineup, Columbia head 
coach Ilene Weintraub mixed 

up Columbia’s. Sophomore 
Katarina Kovacevic, who 
normally plays No. 5 or 
6, won 6-4, 6-1 at No. 2. 
Freshman Tiana Takenaga, 
who normally plays No. 5 or 
6, won 6-0, 6-2 at No. 3 and 
Iona Alecsiu won 6-0, 6-3 at 
No. 4 singles. LIU defaulted 
No. 5 and 6 singles to give 
Columbia 7-0 win.

Columbia will welcome 
Dartmouth and Harvard to 
the Dick Savitt Tennis Center 
on Friday and Saturday as 
they begin Ivy play.

—Kunal Gupta

Columbia sweeps local rival Long Island in weekend’s match
WOMEN’S TENNIS

The Columbia women’s 
rowing team began the north-
ern part of its season at the 
Connell Cup this weekend, 
rowing against Penn and Yale. 
The Light Blue was not able 
to take any victories in the 
meet for the varsity eights, 
but it was able to clinch 
second place finishes in the 
second varsity eight and the 
varsity B fours. The Lions are 
back in action next weekend, 
rowing against Bucknell on 
Saturday, April 2, and against 
Northeastern on Sunday, 
April 3.

The Columbia men’s 
heavyweight rowing team 
also kicked off its northern 
season this weekend. The 
Light Blue competed in the 

Collins Cup, rowing in ex-
tremely difficult conditions. 
Despite the bad weather, the 
Lions won both the varsity 
and the second varsity races 
against Rutgers. The team 
will go on the road to Boston 
next weekend for the Alumni 
Cup against MIT. 

The Columbia softball 
team swept a doublehead-
er at home against Saint 
Peter’s this Saturday, win-
ning the first game soundly 
8-0 and coming from behind 
to win the second game 3-2. 
Freshmen were the stars in 
the first game. Rookie pitch-
er Prophet Gaspard threw her 
first complete-game shutout 
to win the first game, and her 
classmates Emily Caruthers 

and Emily Snodgrass signifi-
cantly contributed on offense. 
The second game was more 
of a contest. The Lions were 
held scoreless until the bot-
tom of the sixth, when se-
nior Anne Marie Skylis hit a 
two-run homer to even the 
game at two. The Light Blue 
sealed the victory in the bot-
tom of the seventh, as fresh-
man Morgan Cook reached 
first on an error, advanced to 
second on a sac bunt, then to 
third on a ground out, and fi-
nally scored when sophomore 
Jennifer Bergeron whacked a 
liner to left field for the RBI. 
Columbia will take the field 
again on Tuesday, March 29, 
when they face Manhattan. 

—Molly Tow

Sports in brief: Around the Heights
MEDLEY
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BY SPENCER GYORY
Spectator Staff Writer

Many believe that the future is very 
bright for Columbia fencing, but even 
the present hasn’t been bleak. The 
Light Blue capped off its season by fin-
ishing in seventh place overall at the 
2011 NCAA Championships at Ohio 
State University. Sophomore Lydia 
Kopecky was the standout performer 
for the Lions, as she earned herself All-
American second team status in wom-
en’s epee. 

Notre Dame, which had been ranked 
No. 1 in both men’s and women’s fencing 
since the start of the season, came home 
with the team title with 174 points, edg-
ing out Penn State, which had 168 and 
St. John’s, which had 155. 

After the first two days of competi-
tion, Columbia was in 10th place with 
40 points earned by its men’s fenc-
ers. Saturday’s rounds saw the women 
add an impressive 36 victories putting 
Columbia in eighth place. On Sunday, 
the women earned 18 more victories to 
finish with 94 points.

Columbia finished behind Ivy 
League rivals Princeton, which finished 
fourth with 150 points, and Harvard, 
which had 137 points in sixth. The Light 
Blue finished above Penn which was 
eighth with 91 points. 

When asked if he was pleased 
with his team’s performance, head 
coach George Kolombatovich said, 
“Absolutely, absolutely. Any time you 
make top 10 in the country with seventh 
you’ve got to be happy.”

Columbia started off slow, but im-
proved as it adjusted to the intensity 
and high level of competition. 

Their coach wasn’t surprised by this. 
He said, “There is a certain point in ev-
ery sport where you’re tense. You get 
to a certain point and say ‘I’m not do-
ing that well so I might as well go out 
and try some things. Let me just relax 
and go out and try to have some fun.’ It’s 

BY RYAN YOUNG
Spectator Staff Writer

It was evident the Lions were no lon-
ger in Florida with the cold conditions 
at Robertson Field at Satow Stadium 
this weekend, but it was a welcome 
sight for the Light Blue to begin play-
ing again in front of its bundled-up fans. 
Columbia (9-8) fought Holy Cross (10-
10-1) for a pair of split double-headers 
on Saturday and Sunday, both of which 
featured the Lions blowing a lead to lose 
a one-run game in the opener and take 
over late in the second game to lead the 
team to victory. 

The Lions struggled offensive-
ly in their home opener, as they only 

managed four hits in the seven-inning, 
4-3 loss to the Crusaders. 

“I thought we were flat in the first 
game, to be honest,” head coach Brett 
Boretti said.

After stringing together three runs, 
one earned, in the second inning, the 
Lions were not able to get a hit, much 
less a run, for the remaining five in-
nings of the game against junior start-
ing pitcher John Pedrotty.

“I think we could’ve done a better job 
battling at the plate, but that was dis-
appointing in the first game, especially 
when you’re only able to do something 
for one inning,” Boretti said. “Score 
three runs in one inning, and that’s 
all you’re able to do in one game—and 

again, give credit to Pedrotty, he pitched 
a good game but I feel like we’re capable 
of doing more than that.”

Sophomore outfielder Dario Pizzano 
thought Pedrotty did a good job of mix-
ing up his pitches.

“That guy was their number one 
guy,” he said. “We have a lot of lefties 
in our lineup, so he was coming in on 
us and getting us off-balance.”

On the mound, junior starting 
pitcher Pat Lowery allowed four runs 
(three earned) and 10 hits, and struck 
out five, throwing 110 pitches in six 
innings of work. 

“They hit him, but I thought actually 
Pat did a better job with the zone than 
he has done in the past couple starts,” 

coach Brett Boretti said. “I thought to-
day was a good step.”

Lowery relinquished the Lions’ 3-0 
lead, partly due to poor defensive play 
by most of his infield. Columbia com-
mitted four errors in the game.

“Four errors isn’t going to get you a 
win,” Boretti said.

In the following game, senior start-
ing pitcher Geoff Whitaker put forth a 
masterful performance, allowing only 
three hits and striking out six in his sev-
en shutout innings to lead the Lions to 
an 11-1 victory.

“All three of my pitches were work-
ing pretty well, I got ahead of a lot of 

HENRY WILLSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

HANDY HADZIC  |  Freshman Alen Hadzic helped the Lions to an impressive 
finish this weekend, winning eight of his nine bouts on Friday. 

SEE BASEBALL, page 6

Columbia splits its home openers against Holy Cross, goes 2-2

Light Blue 
finishes seventh 
at NCAAs
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SPORTSMONDAY

There are two 
big college 

athletics tourna-
ments going on 
right now. Some of 
the best student-
athletes from all the 
Division I schools 
across the country 
are competing in 
them, hoping to be 
recognized as the 
best teams and indi-
viduals of this year. In fact, the best 
of the best in these tournaments are 
most likely to go on to compete at the 
next level, whether that is here in the 
United States or somewhere overseas.

But here’s the real kicker: 
Columbia has an entrant into both of 
these competitions.

You know what I’m talking about, 
right?

If you guessed the men’s and wom-
en’s NCAA Basketball tournaments 
you would be mistaken. As has been 
written in this paper, and discussed on 
campus extensively, Columbia does not 
have a team in either of those two big-
name, big-market tournaments. In fact, 
Columbia hasn’t been in the men’s tour-
nament since 1968 and the women have 
never been to the Division I tourna-
ment. But the point here isn’t to lament 
the fact that Columbia fans and alumni 
don’t get to cheer their team on in one 
of the most exciting sporting events of 
the year. Too many words have been 
penned about that, and quite frankly, 
writing about past failures doesn’t make 
future success any more likely.

This past weekend, Columbia sent 
athletes to the NCAA Championships 
in fencing and men’s swimming. 
While basketball players all across 
the country were competing to cut 
down the nets and be the ones stand-
ing when CBS plays “One Shining 
Moment,” Columbia had its own stu-
dent athletes that were competing for 
national championships.

The Columbia fencing team finished 
in seventh place at the NCAAs. That’s 
seventh place out of every fencing team 
in the nation. Columbia finished ahead 
of Penn, Brown, Cornell, and Yale, and 

CU secondary 
sports emerge 
as elites

The
Phanatic

KUNAL
GUPTA

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia men’s tennis team 
picked the worst time possible to 
stumble into a six-match losing streak, 
as they will begin Ivy play, the most 
important part of their season, on 
Friday against Dartmouth in Hanover. 
The Lions, who entered the weekend 
on a four-match losing streak from 
their spring break trip, lost their final 
two nonconference matches to Illinois 
State and St. John’s, 4-3 and 5-2 re-
spectively. The Light Blue now sit at 
6-10 this spring, and the six consecu-
tive match losses are more than all of 
its losses last spring (16-5). 

“Boy, hopefully yesterday was the 
bottom of the ocean, the nadir,” said 
head coach Bid Goswami. “I felt we 
had a good week of practice, and I 
thought we played pretty decent 
match the day before. Yesterday, we 
struggled.”

Columbia was facing Illinois State 
for the first time since 1985-86, and 
Illinois State seemed to take the Lions 
by surprise. The Redbirds won the 
doubles point, the fourth time in five 
matches the Lions have lost it, with 
wins at No. 1 and 2 doubles. At No. 
3, juniors Rajeev Deb-Sen and Haig 
Schneiderman won 8-6.

The doubles point would prove to 
be the difference, as the teams split the 
six singles matches. Schneiderman, 
playing at No. 1 singles, jumped out 
to a quick lead, winning the first 
set 6-1, but lost the second set 6-3 
as his opponent improved his lev-
el of play. Schneiderman regained 
his form in the final set, winning it 
6-3. Sophomore Cyril Bucher at No. 
2 singles played a tremendous first 
set, saving five set points, including 
one with a spectacular pass down the 
line, but eventually lost the set in a 
tiebreak and lost the second set 6-1. 
His brother, freshman Tizian Bucher 

SEE MEN’S TENNIS, page 6

Lions are 
swept at home, 
fall to 6-10

SEE GUPTA, page 7

scoreboard

men’s tennis

softball

baseball

men’s heavyweight 
rowing

Columbia win in both 
varsity and second varsity 
races over Rutgers

fencing

Finished seventh at NCAA 
Championships

women’s tennis

Columbia	          7
Long Island	         0

Holy Cross 4	         
Columbia    3

Holy Cross  1
Columbia   11

Columbia      8
Saint Peter’s 0	         

Columbia      3
Saint Peter’s 2  

lacrosse
Columbia	         15
Dartmouth	         7

Holy Cross 3
Columbia   2	         

Holy Cross  3
Columbia     7

Illionois State 4
Columbia         3	         

St. John’s 5
Columbia 2

women’s rowing

Second place in both var-
sity eights and varsity B 
fours in the Cornell Cup

SEE FENCING, page 8
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GEOFF GEM  |  Senior pitcher Geoff Whitaker allowed just three hits and struck out six in seven shutout innings of work against the Crusaders.
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