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A&E, page 6

Blood and music take
to a whole new stage

The Columbia Musical
Theatre Society presents its
production of Little Shop of
Horrors, and new challenges
for the group make it an
exciting experience.

A&E, page 6

Dancing with the
Zamana stars

Club Zamana will present
its annual cultural showcase,
Tamasha, this weekend.

It will include numerous
performances from the best
South Asian dance groups.

Opinion, page 4

Negative action

Columnist Chris Morris-
Lent challenges conventional
conceptions of diversity in
the first installment of his
two-part series on affirmative
action.

Sports, page 8

CU alum DiCrescenzo
heads to Jordan

Delilah DiCrescenzo, CC
’05, will head to Amman,
Jordan to compete in an
international cross country
competition as a part of the
US national team.

Sports, page 8

Princeton looks to
repeat as lvy champs

As last year’s Ivy League
softball champion, Princeton
will have to fend off tough
rivals Cornell and Harvard
during conference play, which
begins this weekend.

ColumbiaSpectator.com

Just like you, the news never
sleeps. Check out our Web
site 24/7 for campus and city
news that matters to you.

Lila Neiswanger / Senior Staff Photographer

CRAWLING ALONG | The M96 bus, which runs between the Upper East and Upper West
Sides along 96th street, was given the “Pokey” award for being the slowest bus in the city.

M96 voted slowest bus in city

BY AARON KIERSH
Spectator Staff Writer

New Yorkers looking for a quick
ride to 96th Street on the Upper East
Side might consider crossing Central
Park by foot.

The M96 bus, which runs between the
Upper East and Upper West Sides along
96th Street, recently received its second
“Pokey” award since 2002, designating
it New York City’s slowest bus. It runs
an average of 3.7 miles per hour—barely

faster than the 3-mile-per-hour pace of
the average pedestrian.

Two transit advocacy groups, the
Straphangers Campaign and Transportation
Alternatives, gave the award jointly in
November. Since then, local residents
and politicians have put pressure on the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority and
the city’s Department of Transportation
to speed up the route. But commuters are
frustrated as the pace of reviewing proposed

Larger CC small part
of money-saving plans

Enrollment increase coupled with
faculty wage freeze, 10 percent Ph.D. cut

BY JOY RESMOVITS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Increased enrollment in Columbia College
is just a drop in the bucket of money-saving
initiatives, which also include a 10-percent
decrease in the number of Ph.D. students
and a faculty wage freeze.

“A couple million here, a couple mil-
lion there, pretty soon we're talking about
real money,” Vice President for Arts and
Sciences Nicholas Dirks said, referring to the
University’s budget-constraining measures
across the board. He described the recently
announced increase of 50 students to the
College’s class of 2013 as “just a blip” with
few drastic effects. For Core classes, he said,
sections won’t need to be added, since at the
moment, many aren’t filled to their caps.

The overall strategy for cuts seems to be boost
ing the money making opportunities—such as
potentially expanding the Post-Baccalaureate
program and filling the dormitories for summer
classes—while pulling back on more expensive
initiatives.

Lee Bollinger announced portfolio losses of 15
percent over the six-month period ending Dec.
31,2008, he called for an eight percent decrease
in endowment payout across all budget units.
Bollinger referred to “hard choices in the months
ahead,” and Provost Alan Brinkley said in an
interview that he hoped to save money without
causing “irrevocable damage.”

Until now, known measures have been a hir-
ing review board, a delay in the implementing
of CourseWork’s successor Sakai, and the post-
poning of faculty hiring searches. On Monday
evening, Student Affairs Dean and Vice President
for Student Life Kevin Shollenberger e-mailed
students about the enrollment increase and the
availability of Harmony Hall in General Selection
for College and Engineering students.

Dirks revealed on Wednesday that the
number of Ph.D. students, who are enrolled
in the costly, fully-funded programs, would
be cut down by 10 percent. Further, since
American universities are reeling from the
financial crisis, it would be tougher for Ph.D.
students to find jobs. The reduction of gradu-
ate students will free up the space in Harmony

SEE BUS, page 3

Dirks added that funds are limited to begin
with. In late January, when University President

SEE ENROLLMENT, page 2

MTA approves fare hike, service cuts

BY MAGGIE ASTOR
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbians and New Yorkers across the city
who rely on public transportation will soon feel
their pockets pinched due to what has been
termed a “doomsday” combination of a fare hike
and service cuts.
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~ ROOMING WITH THE STARS |

On Wednesday morning, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s proposal to raise sub-
way and bus fares cleared its final hurdle when the
executive board approved the plan by a vote of 12-1.
Starting May 31, the base fare will increase to $2.50
from $2, though it will maintain a 15 percent bo-
nus structure. The cost of monthly unlimited-ride
MetroCards will increase to $103 from $81, biweek-
lies to $59 from $47, and weeklies to $31 from $25.
The hikes range from 24 to 27 percent.

Additionally, a series of service cuts—including
the elimination of several subway and bus lines and
the reduction of service on others—will likely be
implemented, and more than 1000 transit workers
may be laid off.

Local riders reacted with a mix of outrage and
reluctant acceptance. “They have to get money from
somewhere, but 'm obviously not happy about it,”
commuter Susan Cergol said while waiting for the
downtown 1-train at the 110th Street station.

SEE FARE HIKES, page 2
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HOUSING WITH THE STARS | At day’s end, students retreat to their dorms, seldom giving a thought to who
may have lived there in years past. Dozens of dignitaries—Olympians, musicians, comedians, and Holly-
wood celebrities alike—once roamed the halls of Columbia dormitories when they were students. From
pundit George Stephanopoulos, to musician Art Garfunkel, to actress Julia Stiles, many residence halls
on campus have housed Columbia legends. Many of these alumni have reflected on their experiences

in their respective residential halls, boasting of the magnificent views of New York City. In Poeta in New
York, Spanish writer and civil war figure Federico Garcia Lorca, wrote, “My room in John Jay is won-
derful. It is on the twelfth floor of the dormitory, and I can see all the university buildings, the Hudson
River, and a distant vista of white and pink skyscrapers.” Maybe you sleep in his bed.

Top lottery recipient may
not dorm in Morningside

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

To most students, receiving the
coveted top number in Columbia’s
housing lottery would be a dream
come true. To Flannery Gallagher,
CC’11 and this year’s lucky recipi-
ent, it’s trivial. She most likely won’t
need to participate in room selection
for Columbia’s dormitories—her
room next fall will probably be

thousands of miles away in Cape
Town, South Africa.

“The fact
that I got one CAMPUS
HOUSING

and I'm study-
ing abroad is so
absurd that it’s
almost funny,”
Gallagher said.
When lottery
numbers for
Columbia’s

housing selection were posted yes-
terday afternoon, Gallagher said she
was “idly looking at the housing
page and not really focusing on it.”
She noticed her lottery number was
one, and she mentioned it casually to
her mom during a phone conversa-
tion, assuming it was a mistake. It
wasn’t until she took a better look
after getting off the phone that she
realized she was in fact the student
with the first lottery number.

But Gallagher will likely not
be relishing in the glory of mak-
ing Columbia’s first housing pick,
provided that she is accepted to a

SERIES
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study abroad program. If she hears
about her acceptance before her
room selection appointment, she can
cancel her time, but if she does not
hear until after the selection process,
she will have to choose a room and
can later relinquish it.

Gallagher was required to register
for housing, as Columbia Housing
protocol requires that students plan-
ning to study abroad during the fall
semester still register, stating their
intent to study abroad.

As a study abroad student,

SEE HOUSING, page 3

Candidate for DA speak s
on criminal justice

BY SCOTT LEVI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When law school graduate
Leslie Crocker Snyder walked
into the New York branch of
the United States Attorney’s
Office—a place dominated in the
1960s by white men in suits—re-
cruiters informed her that for
employment in the criminal
division, she would need her
husband’s permission.

While Snyder managed to
acquire male consent—and the
post—she found this discrimina-
tion would be a motif throughout
her career in the public sec-
tor, influencing her tenure as
assistant district attorney in
Manhattan, a criminal court
judge, and a justice of the state
Court of Claims.

“A lot of amusing things have
happened in my career, but also
a lot of serious things,” Snyder
told a room of about 30 stu-
dents at an event Wednesday eve-

College Democrats. Snyder, the
first woman to try homicide and
other felony cases in Manhattan,
made a stop on her campaign to
be the borough’s district attorney
to discuss her trailblazing career
and her plans for reshaping the
DA’s office.

In the ongoing economic
downturn, she offered a grim
image of the city’s criminal land-
scape. “Anecdotally, walking
the streets, taking the subways,
things are worse now than they
have been in the past few years,”
she said.

Snyder was drawn to the po-
sition of district attorney when
she began thinking up remedies
to what she saw as inefficien-
cies in Manhattan’s chief legal
authority. Her first bid for DA
in 2005 resulted in defeat by
incumbent Robert Morgenthau,
who has presided over the office
since 1975. She again competes
with men in the 2009 election,

ning organized by the Columbia SEE SNYDER, page 3
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Enrollment increase long in the making

ENROLLMENT from front page

Hall, currently occupied by law and
statistics students.

Dirks estimated that the enroll-
ment increase will bring in about
$1 million after costs, including
Harmony renovations, are adjusted.
He stressed that the admissions
of the additional students will be
need-blind, adding that there is
no news yet on a tuition increase.
In order to support increasing aid
needs, Barnard has raised tuition
for next year by three percent.

Since Shollenberger sent his mes-
sage, several points have been clari-
fied. The enrollment increase will also
require the creation of two Resident
Advisor positions and one Graduate
Assistant position in Harmony Hall.
Twenty-five sophomore Furnald beds
will be turned over to first-years. The
number of additional transfers is still
unknown.

Although Shollenberger men-
tioned in his e-mail that one goal
of the growth is to “address our
budgetary concerns,” planning for
increases has been in the works for
years, Dirks said. The Task Force
on Undergraduate Education has
been modeling potential increases
of ten, 15, and 20 percent.

According to Dirks, Bollinger
has wanted the College, histori-
cally known as a small Ivy, to be
on a trajectory towards gradual in-
creases. One plan saw a larger in-
crease over five years, pending the
construction of a new dormitory.
Dirks said the University found a
site, but was unable to raise the gifts
for the dormitory. “It’s a long-term
possibility is all I would say at this
point,” he said. “Given the histori-
cal size of the College it would be
within line in trying to get there
within 15 years.”

So why 50, why now? “We just

had to project where and how we
would bring in a certain number of
students that would impact on the
academic quality,” Dirks said.

The planning effort was reca-
librated as the economic downturn
took hold. After consulting several
bodies, including the Faculty Budget
Group and department chairs, it was
agreed thatan increase between 25 -75
students would be in order for next
fall. “T thought we could push up the
numbers a little bit and it would be
less agonizing to the admissions of-
fice, and itwould bring in more smart
undergraduates,” Dirks said.

As to the question of making
any policy decisions for purely fi-
nancial reasons, “admissions has a
seal around it,” Dirks said. “They
don’t let me in there. Anybody
with dollar signs in their eyes is
kept out.”

Joy Resmovits can be reached at
Joy.resmovits@columbiaspectator.com.

MTA changes to take effect May 31

FARE HIKE from front page

Cergol noted the substantial
impact the fare hike may have on
lower-income riders. “I'll keep
riding. T'll pay whatever I have to
pay, but for some people it will be
a big strain on their finances,” she
said. “If you rely on the subway,
you can’t just stop taking it.”

Jeff Dobbs, another rider at the
110¢h Street stop, voiced concern
that the MTA has “two sets of
books,” and he questioned the size
of the MTA’s deficit, which the
Associated Press reported as $1.2
billion. “I'm a little non-trusting
of the MTA,” he said.

Columbia’s commuter stu-
dents will inevitably be among
those feeling the crunch. Mercedes
Mulford, BC 11 and treasurer
of Skip Stop, Barnard’s com-
muter students organization, said,
“Particulatly in these economic
times, the only solution can’t be
to pass it on to people who are
already strapped for cash.”

Annie Lee, BC’09 and presi-
dent of Skip Stop, expressed
concern that the reduction in
off-peak service hours could
discourage commuter students
from getting involved in extra-

curricular activities that meet in
the evening or on weekends, or
from attending evening lectures
or other special events.

“It definitely affects how much
commuters can commit to stay
on campus for activities that are
an important part of college life,”
Lee said.

Lee commutes to Barnard from
her home on the Lower East Side
via the F and 1 subway lines. The
F will offer less frequent overnight
and weekend service, and 1-line
service will be reduced overnight
and on weekdays between 11 a.m.
and 3 p.m.

Mulford commutes via the
M11 and M104 bus lines. Service
on the M11 will begin two hours
later each morning, and over-
night service on the M104 will
be reduced.

“There’s really nothing I can
do other than take those routes,”
Mulford said, adding, “I'm sure I'll
be walking or carpooling more.”

In a statement released short-
ly after the vote, MTA chair-
man H. Dale Hemmerdinger
emphasized the importance
of protecting “riders’ best
long term interests even in
the face of knowing that the

right course may be painful in
the short term.”

Hemmerdinger called the
MTA’s financial situation “a true
crisis that we cannot solve by
ourselves without causing great
pain to the riding public.”

Last December, a commission
led by former MTA chairman
Richard Ravitch released a series
of recommendations, including
increased state funding to the
MTA, to alleviate the need for
the drastic measures the board
approved. Wednesday’s vote came
after the failure of negotiations
with New York Governor David
Paterson and other state officials,
although MTA officials said a deal
was still theoretically possible.

“We will react to any action
that the [state] legislature may take
from here on out, but we are on
a course to begin implementing
the service reductions and fare
increases that were approved to-
day,” MTA spokesperson Aaron
Donovan said. “In absence of ac-
tion from Albany, we have today
approved a way forward.”

The MTA is legally required to
pass a balanced budget each year.

Maggie Astor can be reached at
maggie.astor @columbiaspectator.com.

DiCrescenzo’s coach Isaya Okiwaya
provided spark for career revival

Columbia Daily Spectator

DICRESCENZO from page 8

with four of the best female distance runners in the
country. It’s all part of her preparation for the coming
outdoor season, when DiCrescenzo will turn her at-
tention back to steeplechase. She’s waiting for her next
big opportunity after the disappointment that was the
final Olympic qualifier, in which an injured right knee
led to a 14th-place finish. It was an especially frustrat-
ing result given DiCrescenzo’s rank as the fifth-fastest
steeplechaser in the country.

“A big part of running is just getting to the lineand
being healthy and in the right state of mind, and unfor-
tunately [ wasn’t at that time,” DiCrescenzo said. “But
therere going to be other chances and big opportunities
like the one before me to represent the U.S., and I'm
really happy about that.”

“You give alot to the sport and sometimes you don’t
see it reaped,” she added. “I felt like one year of solid
training was down the drain because I had bad luck
on one day and ran into a hurdle and banged my knee

pretty good and didn’t have full range of it for the rest
of the season.”

But the professional running life goes on for
DiCrescenzo. After the championship in Jordan,
DiCrescenzo will run in smaller events in preparation
for U.S. Outdoor National Championships in Eugene,
Oregon, where she’ll return to steeplechase once more.
And when she has time, she’ll try to help out as an as-
sistant coach at Columbia.

Of course, the place DiCrescenzo wanted to be
the most was Beijing. But for now she’ll keep train-
ing and running, looking for her next shot, perhaps
London in 2012. At only 25 years old, DiCrescenzo
has a lot of chances left to make her mark on the
international level, despite the disappointing results
at the Olympic trials.

“As disappointed as I was,” DiCrescenzo said, and
then paused for a moment, “there are other chances to
do good things in the sport.”

Even if she never expected to have those chances
in the first place.

Harvard, Cornell firing on all
cylinders heading into league play

SOFTBALL from page 8

tomorrow. Earlier this season, the Light Blue fell to the
Knights by a score of 5-4.

Dartmouth (6-10) played in the Capital
City Classic this past weekend, dropping
all four games to University of Nevada- Las
Vegas, Colorado State, Brigham Young, and
Sacramento State. However, the Big Green was
able to come back and win the second game of
its double header against St. Mary’s on Tuesday
by a score of 3-1.

Dartmouth will travel to Penn and Columbia
this weekend.

Penn (4-13) only played in two games this past
weekend, dropping both games of its double-header
against Monmouth by the same score, 0-1.

Penn will face Dartmouth and Harvard at
home this weekend.

Yale (7-11) split a double-header with Marist
this past Sunday. The Bulldogs lost the first game
3-2, but won the second 4-1. However, they lost
both games against Providence on Sunday.

Yale will travel to Princeton and Cornell this
weekend.

Brown (4-8) also participated in the Rebel
Spring Games. On Friday, the Bears beat Army
5-1, but lost to Iona 1-0. The next day they also
split their games, beating FDU 2-1, but falling
to Wagner 5-4.

Brown also fell to Stetson and dropped a double-
header against Jacksonville.

The Bears will play at Cornell and Princeton
this weekend.
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‘Alice in Barrioland’

Come see Barrio, Liga Filipina’s an-
nual full-length performance incor-
porating traditional and contempo-
rary Filipino dance and music into
an original script. Enjoy Filipino
food, as well, at this year’s Barrio,
based on Alice in Wonderland.

Roone Arledge Auditorium, 9 p.m.

Students’ Research for Earth Institute
Check out students’ roles in aiding the
research done at the Earth Institute.
Current and former student interns,
research assistants, and travel grant
recipients will present at the Earth
Institute Student Research Conference.

555 Lerner, 3 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We were really
surprised there were no
zeros attached to to it.”

—Hannah Biddle, CC ’10,

on her lottery number
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Students find silver lining to
last pick in housing lottery

HOUSING from front page

Gallagher will be participating in a sepa-
rate selection process. She will receive a
room assignment early January of next year,
probably in the room of a student going
abroad for the spring semester.

“I'm not regretful because I'm really
excited to be studying abroad and the
prospect of a huge room isn’t enough to
change my decision,” Gallagher said. “The
only thing I'm regretful about is there
are plenty of people out there who could
have put number one to good use.”

But others, who are sure they will be
residing in Morningside next year, did
not fare quite as well as Gallagher, find-
ing themselves at the opposite end of the
lottery list. Keating McKeon, CC 12, has
the lowest and last lottery pick.

“I did get 3000 so it was kind of disap-
pointing,” McKeon said. “I feel like I kind
of expected it at the same time knowing
my stellar luck.” But, remaining optimistic,

he added, “I'm apparently number one on
the sophomore waitlist.”

For McKeon and those who share his
plight, the personal stories of upperclassmen
can offer a glimmer of hope. Perhaps the
housing deities have shown themselves to be
fair arbiters of residential justice—Hannah
Biddle, CC’10, and Kerry O’Donnell, CC
’10, had the sixth-to-last lottery number as
rising sophomores. This year, the tables have
turned, as they are eighth in the lottery.

“We had very low expectations,” Biddle
said. “We were really surprised there were
no zeros attached to it.”

They consider the dramatic turn of
their housing fate to be a cause for celebra-
tion, as they hope that their experience
will offer solace to those less-fortuitous
sophomore souls.

“After class [the day the lottery numbers
were posted], we met on the Low Steps, just
receiving hundreds of text messages and
basking in our glory,” O’Donnell said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Community Organizer, 1976
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Locals aim to improve slow M96 bus service

BUS from front page

changes—such as eliminating a series of
turns on West End Avenue—seem to be
moving as slowly as their bus rides.

“We have been thwarted,” said Cyrus
Adler, director of Friends of the M96,
an organization he helped found two
years ago. “We've gotten nothing. The
DOT said they did a study, a thorough
analysis, but they have not showed us
anything.”

Adler said that the M96 could save
considerable time and fuel if “unneces-
sary” maneuvers were eliminated. Friends
of the M96 calculated that it costs $100 an
hour to run a bus, so the city would save
$100,000 a year if three to five minutes
were knocked off each run.

Local politicians echo their constitu-
ents’ concerns. City Council member Gale
Brewer, who represents the Upper West
Side, said she has met with the MTA
several times since the M96 received its
first “Pokey” in 2002, but little came of
these discussions.

In a 38-page report released in

September 2007 titled “Our End of the
Bargain,” Brewer outlined strategies to
speed up the M96, including a “Smart
Card” system that would enable passengers
to pay their fares before boarding the bus,
stricter enforcement of parking violations
in bus lanes, and better coordination be-
tween stoplights and bus timing.

“Sometimes it just boggles your mind,”
Brewer said. “The MTA should have in-
stalled new technology a long time ago.”

Some of Brewer’s recommendations
were also included in a December 2008
report from a committee led by former
MTA chairman Richard Ravitch. But the
Council member conceded that imple-
menting these recommendations is more
difficult than recognizing them.

The MTA’s Wednesday vote on new
service cuts has now amplified local
concerns. “Rather than improving the
unparalleled slow speed of the M96,
the MTA is taking a wrong-headed ap-
proach by eliminating [some] night time
service,” Manhattan Borough President
Scott Stringer wrote in an e-mail. “This
proposal will be particularly problematic

for disabled riders who can’t use the in-
accessible local subway stations on 96th
Street. Making bad service worse is not
a smart way to promote bus ridership in
Manhattan.”

“The MTA is a big 800-pound gorilla,”
Brewer said.

But the same organization that awarded
the M96 its latest “Pokey” sees a brighter
future for the route. Citing the injection
of federal stimulus money and a pilot
signal-priority program that has helped
buses on Fordham Road in the Bronx
avoid prolonged red lights, Transportation
Alternatives spokesperson Wiley Norvell
praised the MTA’s willingness to address
current challenges.

“Buses may finally get the attention
that they deserve,” Norvell said. “The
planets may be aligning for change. ...
We're going to be hitting the pavement
with this in the near future.”

New York City Transit, the agency
within the MTA that oversees subway
and bus service within the city, did not
return calls for comment.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Snyder recalls workplace discrimination

SNYDER from front page

except this time Morgenthau will not
be seeking re-election.

Snyder used the event to not only
raise awareness about her candidacy
but to address a number of issues af-
fecting the American criminal justice
system. A self-proclaimed “pragmatic
progressive,” she was blunt about her
stance on “violent criminals,” saying
that child rapists and murderers de-
serve imprisonment, and emphasized
her opposition toward the death pen-
alty on the grounds that law enforce-
ment is excessively prone to error.

The DA’s office represents the state
in prosecuting all crimes that originate
as arrests in Manhattan. Though it
currently houses a community af-
fairs unit, Snyder said she believes
the program must be expanded to
encompass a wider network of crime
prevention.

Snyder also proposed improvements
to police training. “In a line-up,” she
said, police officers often target a
specific suspect rather than remain-
ing objective, “and that psychology
transmits to the victim.” Additionally,
she said that racial profiling could
be decreased if police more deeply

understood the environments that
they patrol.

College Democrat secretary Nancy
Huemer, BC 10, said this event pro-
vided an opportunity to learn about
an elected post “not usually in the
mainstream spotlight. ... We need to
support more of them [such posts] in
the College Dems,” she said.

“It’s great to meet people not on
the broad level of politics, who are on
the ground making a difference,” said
College Democrats president Chris
Daniels, CC ’09.

Scott Levi can be reached at scott.
levi@columbiaspectator.com.
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May 20-August 7, 2009

> Over 250 day and evening classes
> Affordable Tuition
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> Convenient Subway Access

Summer plans? Look no further.
TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2009

Your summer starts here.
http://ase.tufts.edu/summer

MER2009

Tufts

UNIVERSITY

STUDENTS: $5-$15

MAR 24-29 SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL
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Over 130 courses for full
Yale University credit:

Humanities, Science, Drama, Art
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Residential College living

NIGHTLY

MAR 30 SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL
SPECIAL PRESENTATION

JESSE COOK
MAR 31- APR 5 SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL

WONDERFUL WORLD
OF ARMSTRONG

w/Victor Goines & Wycliffe Gordon
After Hours: Charenee Wade, Matthew Rybicki,
Oscar Perez & Friends

RESERVATIONS
212-258-9595/9795
www.jalc.org

Dinner served nightly.
Student rates available.

See website for information and
application requirements.
Yale Summer Session 2009
http://www.yale.edu/summer
Email: summer.session @yale.edu

203 432-2430

Frederick P. Rose Hall
Home of Jazz at Lincoln Center
Broadway at 60th Street, 5th floor

7 :
2% Yale Summer Session
2009

APR 6 SPECIAL PRESENTATION
SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL
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Staff Editorial

Who's that
knocking at my
door?

he Friday before spring

break, Columbia

Housing Services
posted fliers in Schapiro and
Carman alerting students that
Columbia Facilities may be en-
tering their rooms the following
Wednesday to assess the con-
dition of dormitory furniture.
Many were alarmed when they
heard about the unexpected
inspections. Students deserve
to be given ample notice when
workers plan to enter their liv-
ing spaces.

While students give mainte-
nance staff members permission
to enter their dormitories for
repairs, they do not know ex-
actly when a worker will come.
While emergency repairs are
handled within two business
days, students are told they
should not expect any main-
tenance staffers for at least
three days for non-emergen-
cies. Requests are prioritized
in a system for the mechanics,
who typically only enter rooms
between approximately 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. Students are not
informed of their position in
the priority system and can
spend days wondering when
a worker will arrive.

In the case of this most re-
cent room survey, the fliers were
posted only after most students
had already left campus for
spring break. In the future,
Housing Services should bet-
ter inform students about when
repairmen will arrive. One pos-
sibility is for Housing Services
to e-mail undergraduates a cal-
endar day before a worker is
scheduled to go to a room. If
students know the day a staffer
is coming, they can make a
concerted effort to be home.
Such a system would allay the
concerns of those worried about
people entering their rooms in
their absence. While arranging
more speciﬁc appointment times
may be more taxing on Housing
Services, requests are already
prioritized for workers, so the
new system could easily supply
that same information to those
asking for the repairs.

Students should feel as safe
and comfortable as possible in
their living environments, and
the current notification system
fails at foster such feelings.
If they know when to expect
maintenance workers, students
will feel more at ease in their
living quarters.

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of interest. Submis-
sions should be between 700 and 900 words and express an opinion that does
not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label groups or indiviﬁ/:m/s. All writers
meet with an associate editor to edit their submission before publication. Sub-
missions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the
Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

POLITICS ON STILTS

WE WILL RECOVER FRON)
THIS RECESS/ION, BUT IT
WILL TAKE TIME AND
PATIENCE.,

WHEN £ACH OF US LOOKS
BEYOND OUR SHORT- TERM

INTERESTS...

SHAINA RUBIN

New Orleans
reflection

BY KELICIA HOLLIS

It seemed too good to be true. When I
first saw the announcement in the fall for
the alternative spring break trip to New
Orleans with the Office of Multicultural
Affairs and Hillel, my immediate reaction
was that I always wanted to commit to a trip
like this. As a writer, I also thought it was a
great chance to bring a community that I felt
had been forgotten back into the forefront
of people’s minds.

From December on, our Mondays were
dedicated to talking about the social jus-
tice aspect of the trip. Our own identities
seemed to be the focus of our discussions,
and initially I struggled with how little our
conversations had to do with rebuilding
New Orleans. Yet over 30 of us gathered
each Monday evening and opened up to
each other with various activities and exer-
cises. Once the trip grew nearer we began
to talk about New Orleans more explicitly,
and my skepticism abated—our conversa-
tions finally met the expectations that I
had come in with.

When we first arrived, from the water
marks that were eight feet high or above on
some of the buildings to the spray-painted
markings on most houses—telling among
other things the number of people found dead
there—the shivers going down my spine were
uncontrollable. I felt anger, shock, and deep

sadness. Compared to the rest of the city that
we saw, the Lower Ninth Ward looked like
no-man’s land.

After arriving at our worksite, we were
divided up and sent on different projects in
the community. Sent to sand and paint the
front, side, and back railings of a woman’s
house, I was a little puzzled by the situation,
especially since there seemed to be plenty of
houses that needed much more work done to
them. I came to help in any way possible, but
I had to reflect to myself about whether there
was more meaningful community service. As
we painted the house, the owner’s mother
peeked outside of the house periodically to
see how we were doing. Making small talk,
I asked her what had socially changed the
most in the community, but before I could
even get the words out of my mouth, she
whispered, “Everything.” I looked up into
her eyes and all she could do was shake her
head and repeat what she had just said. From
that moment on, I was reminded of how easy
it is to take the smallest things for granted.
We weren’t rebuilding houses—we were
rebuilding lives and bringing back a bit of
normalcy. People’s lives were forever flipped
upside down as a result of the storm—a les-
son I will never forget.

True to our commitment to social justice,
we spoke with a lawyer from a wage labor
clinic, visited a Vietnamese community, and
had a speaker come to talk about education
in New Orleans and how the racial and
social structure played into the education
system pre- and post-Katrina. Overall, I
think that these experiences were very well
incorporated, and helped us to understand
holistically the effects of Katrina.

From race to class, politics to economics,
every conversation that I had with members
of the group was as honest and genuine as
anyone can find—especially considering
how difficult it is to talk about such sensitive
topics and considering the diversity of opin-
ions that we all represented. Yet, somehow
we did it, and at the end of our last full day
together, it felt like we had created a com-
munity and a truly safe space for everyone
represented.

I’ve come back from the trip with
many fond memories, mosquito bites,
and paint-splattered clothes. Yet overall,
I feel that because of the hard work that
everyone—from the coordinators to the
participants—put in, I was a part of some-
thing that was necessary and appreciated,
not only important for the New Orleans
community, but for each of our personal
growth. As one person said, the trip was
not about a handout, but a hand up, and
in order to truly help any community,
there must be a level of compassion that
comes from making connections with
that community on a number of levels.
Now I realize why we spent so much time
sharing our identities from the begin-
ning—in order to understand and build
a safe space you must listen closely, think
constantly, and respect indiscriminately.
In order to build the type of bond that
we built with each other and the New
Orleans community, we had to have cared

deeply. And we did.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.
She is a columnist for Spectator
Arts and Entertainment.

As I See It

A LONG WALK (SOLITUDE)

PHILIP ROBERT EFFRAIM

The photographer is a student in the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences in the department of cellular, molecular, structural, and genetic studies.

Playing the race card—Part |

¢

am the
daughter
of African
immigrants,” said
a classmate of
mine, “and I'm go-
ing to exploit that
for all it’s worth.”
It was the
middle of October
2005 and we were
in the midst of ap-
plying to college.
I never studied for

BLOOD, TOIL,
TEARS & SWEAT the SAT, much less
took prep classes

or bribed a proxy for five figures to do
my application for me—but the hysteria
was unavoidable. There were essay-writ-
ing workshops, meetings with counselors,
solicitations of recommendations. I guess
it wasn’t too blown out of proportion
because it was important—not as impor-
tant as it is in rich Northeastern suburbia
or prep school, where the marriage plot
has been replaced by the college-admis-
sions plot and where they teach to the
Columbia application as doggedly as
failing inner-city schools stick to No
Child Left Behind curriculum, but it was
important.

The neighborhood was gentrifying,
but public schools are always poorer
than the cities they’re in—and mine was
an inner-city school, with poor people
from failed homes. Many were black.
That the indigent had no means of so-
cial mobility was depressing, but that
they were unwilling to play the admis-
sions game was inspiring. This qualified
and contextualized my magnet pro-
gram’s monomania—and yet this girl,
comfortably middle-class, with the same
opportunities as anyone else, announced
her intentions to play the race card.

It worked—she got in. Friends of
mine grumbled that she didn’t deserve

-

CHRIS
MORRIS-LENT

it, and they might have been right. She
maintained tacitly that she’d done noth-
ing wrong—she definitely hadn’t. With
college admissions being what it is, who
could blame her?

3

I like to watch The Wire, which over
60 hour-long episodes portrays Baltimore
through the eyes of a grand, silent, third-
person narrator. Commonly cited as the
best is the first season, a cop show which
focuses on drug dealers (indigent blacks
from broken homes), but the fourth sea-
son is my favorite because it reminds me
of the alma mater (though things weren’t
nearly as bad). One of my friends from
home goes to Tufts. I met him for lunch
over break and I brought up 7he Wire,
because I always do. He’'d only watched a
few episodes, but he responded enthusias-
tically and said, “Man, it makes me wish
that I had black friends.”

He had put his finger on the appeal of
The Wire. All of the characters are at least
a little sympathetic—they’re the kind
of people you’d at least want to meet, if
not befriend. Comparisons to Charles
Dickens, whose writing has a broad so-
ciological sweep, and who conceprtualized
his art as the art of inventing interesting
characters, are hackneyed, clichéd, and
inaccurate. The Wire is much better than
Dickens. Dickens’ characters are carica-
tures, and his society a sham. The Wire’s
characters are life-like and “authentic,”
and the society they comprise is realistic
and full-bodied.

I asked Andrew what he meant. Surely
there were black people worth befriend-
ing at Tufts, or at the New England
Conservatory, where he was training to
be a jazz saxophonist. “I meant, real black
friends,” he said. “Everyone there is rich.”

The notion that it makes a black
person more “real” or “authentic” to
be hawking dope on the corner, or less
“real” or “authentic” to be educated

or wealthy, is absurd and racist, but
Andrew is neither. He meant something
else. He missed the plurality of world-
views—people who cared about what
they did, exposed him to different expe-
riences and outlooks, and forced him to
justify his own. Tufts’ minority student
population isn’t especially low, but what
he was missing was diversity.

3

What's “diversity”? To the New York
Times op-ed board it means running
a Bob Herbert column twice a week.
Herbert grew up in Montclair, a com-
munity in New Jersey a half-hour from
Midtown. His family owned several
upholstery stores, and was well-off,
“middle-class” in the same way that a
hedge-fund manager from Greenwich
and a lawyer from Chappaqua would be
middle-class.

What ’'m hinting at is that this is the
background of most Columbia students.
Within the context of suburbs and mod-
est wealth, they trace inevitable and
uninterrupted arcs from high school and
college and a career. Our school and the
Times op-ed board are filled with privi-
leged people like this, but Herbert is
“diverse” because he is black. I hate Bob
Herbert. His columns are the kind of
superficial, Dickensian human-interest
pabulum that word by word betray he
has no idea what he’s talking about and
that can be reduced to one of the follow-
ing paradigms—"“someone is oppressed,
society has failed, you are guilty,” or,
these days, “Obama is awesome.” And
what good is journalism like this? Self-
serving hand-wringing is exactly the op-
posite of what is needed by the people he
professes to matter to him.

Chris Morris-Lent is a Columbia College
Junior majoring in English. Blood, Toil, Tears
& Sweat runs alternate Thursdays.
Opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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HEALTHY MALES BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18-39

CAN EARN UP TO $150 PER WEEK

Repro Lab, Inc.
332 East 30" Street * New York, NY 10016
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Is nothing to celebrate.

This year, more than 172,000 people will be diagnosed
with lung cancer, and more than 163,000 will die

from it — making it America’s NUMBER ONE

cancer Killer.

But new treatments offer hope. Lung Cancer Alliance
is shining a light on lung cancer and focusing more
attention on this disease.

lungcanceralliance.org
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and
every 3x3 grid contains the digits 1 through 9. That
means that no number is repeated in any row, column
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES.
AlINY and US cities. Browse and post
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or
call 1 (877) 367-7368.

SEEK 1 FEMALE for furn BRin 2 BR
garden UWS apt. Share living areas,
laundry with P/T owner-occupant and
small pets. $1300/mo incl utils. Non-
smokers, no pets, clean. Rent/secu-
rity required. (917) 690-5520.

FOR SALE NEAR COLUMBIA
2 BR co-op. Sunny, 21st floor, up-
dated EIK. Spacious LR, master BR,
hardwood floors. New fitness center,
indoor and outdoor children’s play-
ground. 24-hr security. B'way & 123
St. Priced to sell by owner: $495K.
No broker fee. Call (212) 280-3707.

PHYSICIAN SUPPORTED

My patients, a loving couple in NYC,
seek a caring woman to help them
build their family through the gift of egg
donation. The preferred donor should
possess the following: highly intelli-
gent and health conscious; 18-30 years
old; minimum height 5’5”; thin to me-
dium build; Caucasian, with Jewish eth-
nic background preferred. All travel
and medical expenses paid. An ad-
ditional $15K will be offered for do-
nor’s time. Confidentiality is assured.
Direct through Doctor, no agency in-
volved. E-mail: mj5680@gmail.com.
Please help my patients fulfill their
dream.

HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR A LIFE-CHANGING
summer internship? Eager to work with
talented peers and high school stu-
dents? Want to stay on campus and
explore NYC while testing and devel-
oping your leadership skills? CU’s In-
ternship in Building Community can
make all that possible. For more info
go to www.ce.columbia.edu/ibc. Appli-
cation deadline is March 13, 2009.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Completely newly constructed large
apts available. Suitable for 4 students.
Has laundry room. First month free.
No fees $2000/mo. Call owner’s man-
ager (212) 316-5208 or e-mail: beube @
aol.com. (212) 662-7500.

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 3 BR co-
op at 930 St Nicholas Ave. Asking only
$389K. Only 10% down. Motivated sell-
ers! Brand new kitch w/stone tile floors,
maple cabinets and new counter tops.
Gorgeous hardwood floors, high ceil-
ings, windowed kitchen & bath. French
doors. Faces a lovely park. Elevator/
laundry bldg. Convenient to all transp
and close to school. Great as a home
orforinvestors. ckazanecki@elliman.
com

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
t01799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.
com

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

INTERESTED IN TEACHING ESL and
Junior TOEFL to students ages 8-14?
Great cultural experience! Free airfare
and accommodation in South Korea.
Email today! dwi60@yahoo.com
PSYCHOTHERAPIST SEEKING P/T
administrative assistant to be respon-
sible for diverse office responsibilities.
A working knowledge of MS Word and
Excel required. Hourly wage based
on experience. Approx 6 hours/week.
Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com
MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGO™ MINDSTORMS™
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info
to: mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS?
St Luke’s Hospital (114 St & Amster-
dam). Overweight individuals, 18-65,
weekly individual or group counseling.
Low fee. (212) 523-4180 or stlukes.
weightloss@gmail.com

. v
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Most signs of domestic violence are difficult to spot.
Emotional abuse is just one of them.

Learn more signs at
www.safehorizon.org
For help call now

800-621-HOPE(4673) or

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

TYPIST EDITOR
Do you wish there were more time in
a day? | will type and/or edit any pa-
per for you at a reasonable rate. Just
call me at (917) 664-2132.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.
COMMENCEMENT TICKETS (4 ea)
needed for May 20 AM Degree Con-
ferral Ceremony. Willing to purchase.
jpn003@att.net or (443) 695-1130.
CLEANING
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
UNDERGRAD & MBAADMISSIONS
essays wanted. Will pay up to $65/ap-
plication package. www.buymyessays.
com
HUDSON RIVER SAILING PARTIES
Network, socialize or crew this Spring/
Summer aboard 50 ft sailboat. We're
a group of Columbia students who
volunteer crew, with space for 25 per
trip, and always need more revelers.
Leaves from 79th St. No exp neces-
sary. E-mail to join our exclusive free
day trips: gfh2104 @columbia.edu
THE IVY LEAGUE BROKER
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Co-
lumbia grad available to find you the
perfect apt. Contact Marti Wheat at
mwheat@tregny.com or (646) 300-
7249.
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The Columbia Daily Spectator, the nation’s sec-
ond-oldest college daily, is an independent, stu
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The Columbia Daily Spectator welcomes opinion
submissions and letters to the editor from readers.
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if any. Readers may submit submissions and letters
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Opinion submissions may not be less than 600
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ters may be edited for length and content.

Opinion submissions do not reflect the views of the
Editorial Board.

The Columbia Daily Spectatoris published Monday
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during examination and vacation periods.

Acceptance of an advertisement does not imply
approval of policies of the advertiser. All rights
reserved.

Spectator is free on campus. Limit one copy per
reader please.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

ACROSS 2100 cents 38 Louisiana 53 Hurries
1 Alp top 3 Part of “The Territory explorer 54 Street liners
5 Sounding Sound of Music® 39 Needing salt, 55 Rocker Jett
shocked farewell song perhaps 56 “My treat”
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Art exhibit
shows off
cardboard kicks

he
peren-
nial

exhibition
on the evils
of consumer
culture is
too often a
staple at gal-

LORRAINE leries, and
WHITE oneItendto
e — avoid.
GALLEREASE Most con-
temporary

critiques of consumerism in the art
world take themselves much too
seriously, demonizing big corpo-
rations and herd-mentality label
consciousness without contribut-
ing much insight aside from “the
Man is bad, man.” Too often, the
output of these socially “engaged”
artists lacks the wry amusement
that makes someone like Warhol
so captivating.

Mike Leavitt, using the
crunchy, freethinking fashion I've
come to expect from Seattleites,
restores faith in contemporary
art’s ability to interrogate pop cul-
ture without participating in the
same preachy tirade. The highlight
of his latest show, “Don’t Stop
Object Shopping,” is a series of
impressively accurate cardboard
shoe replicas ranging from Air
Jordan IVs to something that re-
sembles a Blahnik stiletto.

Why to-scale editions of cul-
tural ephemera? Why cardboard?

Leavitt seized upon footwear as
the inspiration for his new show
because he found shoes to encom-
pass a “great balance between pure
function and profound identity
symbol ... intimately linked to our
visual culture.”

In an interview with SuitelO1.
com’s D. Yvette Wohn, the artist
explained, “The simple image of
the cardboard shoe speaks humor-
ously and clearly on consumerism,”
citing that in the shoe industry
“cheap, disposable material makes
an expensive product”—thus call-
ing attention to how his project is
“oddly resembling the manufactur-
ing of boutique footwear.”

It is somewhat difficult to
describe Leavitt’s overall artistic
enterprise. A professed extreme
boredom for “normal” art has re-
sulted in his having churned out a
number of nonpareil projects that
rather resist categorization.

In his latest show, a number of
his previous projects are on display
alongside the cardboard kicks—
his famous “Art Army” (a series of
action figures depicting a range of
historical subjects from Van Gogh
to Tupac), “ArtCards” (hand-
drawn trading cards of other art-
ists sold in wrapped packs with
a stale stick of gum), and sundry
Obama-ganda.

Though it may not be imme-
diately apparent, the shoe series
fits in rather seamlessly with the
rest of these projects. Leavitt has
grown increasingly concerned with
examining consumerism and the
current state of the economy. For
example, the “Art Army” figures
were originally conceived as a sat-
ire on the commodification of art,
while the “ArtCard” trading cards
germinated from his interest in
public fascination with so-called
collectibles.

Leavitt, like so many artists
today, grapples with the challenge
of making a living with his art in
a struggling economy (as a side
note, the latest L Magazine—not
that 'm the sort to habitually read
the magazine—had an interesting
feature on the current situation
of struggling city artists and the
inventive means they’ve taken to
stay afloat). The theme of com-
mercial viability runs through
much of his recent work.

All told, this most recent exhi-
bition is stimulating enough that
its unapologetic gimmickyness
doesn’t annoy in the least.

Lorraine White is a Columbia
College junior majoring in
French and economics. Gallerease
runs alternate Thursdays.

WHERE IT'S AT

Time: Wenesdays through Saturdays,
3pm-8pm

Place: 93 Second Ave.

Cost: Free

THEATER
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CMTS brings its Shop of Horrors to Lerner

BY JESSICA BLANK
Columbia Daily Spectator

Though tales of a blood-guzzling plant
may sound disturbing, the combination of
music, dance, and Columbia talent makes
the story more comic than creepy.

This weekend will see the Columbia
Musical Theatre Society’s version of
the cult classic Little Shop of Horrors in
Lerner’s Black Box Theater. Any lover
of musicals is probably no stranger
to the Alan Menken and Howard
Ashman award-winning show, but the
CMTS performance is sure to offer
something new to Little Shop con-
noisseurs, as well as an introduction
for the uninitiated.

It was mutual love for the musical
that originally brought together producer
Erin Byrne, BC 09, and director Emily
Kaplan, BC 11, last fall. “We were total
strangers,” Byrne admitted, “but we both
had a desire to see Little Shop of Horrors
at Columbia and from there the produc-
tion just fell into place.”

It is easy to see how much enthu-
siasm the cast and crew have for the
show, especially from the many hurdles
they have overcome during the creative
process. CMTS’ minimal budget for the
show is seen as a blessing in disguise by
everyone involved.

For starters, the use of Lerner Black
Box instead of the usual Roone Arledge
Auditorium offered a complicated challenge.
Because of fireproofing issues, the design
team had to create its own puppet for the
finale’s larger-than-life plant.

But instead of complaining about the
obstacle, the production team fondly
reminisced over what they saw as a bond-
ing opportunity: “I remember sitting in
a meeting talking about how the plant
should look—we were all so supportive of
each other. We had complete faith it would
come together,” Kaplan said. “It was never
‘we can’t do this, but rather ‘how are we
going to do this?”” Byrne added.

Little Shop of Horrorsis truly a group effort,
showcasing various talents in everything from
choreography to musical execution to pup-
petry and lighting, Co-choreographer Alex
Shaw, CC’11, described the collaboration: “It’s
about presenting a real world versus a surreal-
ist world. The dancing, the lights, the acting,
everything works towards that end.”

“This is an all-star team,” exclaimed
Justin Grace, CC’09, in costume as Mr.
Mushnik, with a smile on his face. Co-
musical director Melanie Michel, BC’09,
emphasized the unity of the ensemble.
“It’s fun music that will get stuck in your
head, mixed with talented individual
voices and great musicians that carry the
show,” she said.

The excitement of the cast of Little
Shop of Horrors reverberates throughout
the small space of the Black Box. Their
punch and vitality is refreshing amidst
Columbia University productions which
sometimes seem to take themselves a little
too seriously. One can’t help but notice

that this group is more of a family than
anything else, full of appreciation for
every member’s contribution.

“The real star is Michael the pup-
peteer—he’s got such a sucky job but
he somehow manages to bring himself
to the plant in an incredible way,” joked
Benjamin Velez, CC ’10, who plays the
role of Seymour. Everyone nodded in
agreement as actors, puppeteer and crew
ran off to the middle of the room to
practice some dance moves.

Although the Black Box, with only
100 seats, is much smaller than Roone
Arledge, the cast expressed characteristic
unflappability in light of the modest

Mary Ye / Staff Photographer
DEATHLY FUN | A smaller budget for the Columbia Musical Theatre Society has not stopped the imagnitive creativity in its
production of Little Shop of Horrors. The biggest change will be the smaller location at the Black Box Theater.

venue. “We're so close to the audience
that we're going to be singing directly
in their faces,” laughed Tobin Mitnick,
CC ’10, who plays Orin. Indeed, the
CMTS production of Little Shop of
Horrors will offer the unique oppor-
tunity to see what is normally a huge
show up close and personal.

WHERE IT'S AT
Place: Lerner Black Box
When: Thursday March 26 at 8 p.m.,
Friday March, 27 at 8 p.m., Saturday
March 28 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Cost: $5 with CUID, $10 without

Tamasha brings more than dance and giant posters to event

BY KIM BENCIVENGA
Columbia Daily Spectator

You may have seen the three-story
banner hanging in Lerner, or passed
by one of the many study breaks or
hype-events across campus held by Club
Zamana, Columbia’s South Asian organi-
zation. But those do not compare to the
enormous event taking place in Roone
Arledge this Friday night. Tamasha,
Club Zamana’s annual culture show, will
bring together some of Columbia’s most
popular dance troupe and performance
acts across campus.

Tamasha is Columbia’s largest cul-
tural showcase, inviting hundreds of
attendees to watch the performances
and experience South Asian culture.
With its first installment over two
decades ago, Tamasha is one of the
oldest culture shows at Columbia,

and is the University’s only large-
scale production devoted to South
Asian culture.

According to Varun Gulati, SEAS ’10
and president of Club Zamana, “Tamasha’s
purpose is mainly to promote South
Asian awareness.” Even though Tamasha
means “riot” or “commotion” in collo-
quial Hindi, Gulati clarified that “the
intention of the show is actually to be
more fun and playful.”

This year’s show, entitled the “Recession
Edition,” will offer advance tickets for a
reduced “recession special” price of $5 for
CUID holders (others will pay $8 at the
door). Some groups will also present per-
formances inspired by Shumedog Millionaire.
After the show, Club Zamana has planned
a 21+ after-party, titled the “Tamasha
Layoff Party” at The Underground, where
attendees will receive free admission and
drink specials all night if they bring their
ticket from the show.

Year after year, Tamasha’s many dance
performances remain one of its main
draws. It is the only event on campus at
which Columbia’s most popular South
Asian dance troupes—Bhangra, TAAL,
CU Raas, and Dhoom—all perform
together, and most of the groups will
be performing their highly anticipated
competition pieces.

“It’s always a lot of fun because the
teams that perform are friends with each
other,” says Arun Saraf, CC 10, co-captain
of CU Raas. “We all do many competi-
tions off campus, but not everyone gets
to see us.” He added, “we're guilt-tripping
all our friends to come.”

This year Tamasha will also fea-
ture Dan Nainan, a half-Japanese,
half-Indian comedian, as well as Tina
Sugandh, a world-renowned tabla
player. The tradition of the freshman
segment and senior segment—groups of
freshmen and seniors that choreograph

their own dances—will also continue
this semester.

Raw Elementz, one of Columbia’s
hip-hop and break-dancing troupes, will
also be hosting its annual performance
showcase, RAWcus, at the exact same
time as Tamasha, which may make it dif-
ficult for some students to decide which
of the two events to attend. “I plan on
stopping by RAWcus after we perform,”
said Saraf, “but only for a few minutes.
Then it’s back to Tamasha.”

But with all its popularity, what’s the
need for the three-story banner? “We try
to be in your face as much as possible,”
said Gulati.

WHERE IT’S AT

Time: Friday at 8 p.m.
Place: Roone Arledge Auditorium
Cost: $5 with CUID, $8 without

New book shows comic side of not catching terrorists

BY JOSEPH CROSS
Spectator Staff Writer

It is pretty easy to
mock the Department
of Homeland
Security.

The color-coded
“Advisory System” is
laughable, none of ushas
bombs in our shoes, and
former deputy chiefin-
formation officer Laura
Callahan got her degree
ata diploma mill. The late-night comedians
have been making these jokes for years, but
now a more literary voice joins in—Brooklyn
author Jeffrey Rotter. His debut novel, 7%e
Unkenown Knowns, is a wonderfully crafted
satire of American paranoia in the wake of
Sept. 11, 2001.

The novel tells the story of Jim
Rath, an unemployed museum cura-
tor who is obsessed with comic books,
feminist dioramas, and the Aquatic
Ape Theory of Human Evolution.
He conducts “research” about the

ancient aquatic race of the Nautikons
by snorkeling in the local Hilton pool
for hours on end.

According to Rath, the Nautikons
looked like humans but lived in the ocean,
and he plans on designing a museum in
their honor. It becomes apparent quickly
that the guy is a total kook.

The plot takes off when Rath sees a
member of the Nautikon race in the flesh at
the hotel bar. Of course, this is a ridiculous
delusion. The alleged Nautikon is actually
Agent Diaz, a low-ranking officer in the
Department of Homeland Security.

Diaz is in charge of inspecting pools
and other recreational water facilities (read:
water parks). Rath is fascinated with the
officer, while the officer thinks Rath is
a pool-terrorist, leading them to pursue
each other in a truly idiotic fashion for
the remainder of the novel.

The beauty of Rotter’s satire is that
the whole set-up, despite its absurdity, is
plausible. His characters are believable, and
their silly delusions are believable too. The
reader half expects Agent Diaz to sprout
fins and confirm Rath’s suspicions.

Rotter also perfectly renders the speak-
ing style of self-important bureaucrats
when he lets Diaz talk, which are easily
the funniest and tightest moments of the
novel. With a straight face, Diaz constantly
spews nonsense, such as “We're dealing
with percentages and micropercentages
of probabilities. Somebody so much as
reads the Quran in a hot tub, we've got
clearance to act.”

But there are too few scenes that focus
on Diaz, and too many lengthy fantastical
passages about the history of the Nautikons.
These sections of pseudo-mythology have
their place, because they demonstrate the
depth of Rath’s odd imagination, but they
drag. Rotter would do better in future ef-
forts to spend more time with the explicit
satire, because he’s dynamite there.

That slight imbalance aside, The
Untknown Knowns is still hilarious. It
feels like a Coen-brothers film, where
stupid people take themselves too seri-
ously and disaster ensues. Fans of the
film Burn After Reading, or any of Kurt
Vonnegut's wackier moments, will enjoy
this quick read.

il

Courtesy of Scribner
CIABLUES | 7he Unknown Knowns pokes
fun at the failures of homeland security.
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The Columbia baseball team

will compete in two double-

headers this weekend against
Harvard and Dartmouth.

TOMORROW

SPORTS
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Columbia prepares for rematch against FDU

BY SARA SALZBANK
Spectator Staff Writer

Coming off two disappoint-
ing games, the Columbia soft-
ball team will compete against
Fairleigh Dickinson this weekend
for the second time this season.

The Knights left last week’s
Rebel Spring Games with a 2-10
record, defeating Columbia and
Manhattan College by one-run
margins. The Lions left the Games
with a 7-5 record.

Fairleigh Dickinson’s final day of competition,
and most recent activity on the field, ended in con-
secutive losses to Brown and Manhattan.

Softball
Preview

A singing lesson
from English
football fans

Ididn’t get it. I thought

I did, but I was wrong.

I watched the games
on television and on my
computer, heard stories
from friends, and even
knew some of the songs. I
even went to a Cup final
two summers ago between
my hometown team and
a Mexican team that went
to 12 penalties with fans
screaming constantly, but I
still had no idea what I was
getting into.

Going to an English football (soccer) match is
really an experience unlike any other. I was lucky
enough to spend my final spring break of college
going to two of them. Even better yet was that the
matches were staged at the home ground for the
club I support, Arsenal.

As a little background, I had always been
interested in soccer, playing it for years at home
and following World Cups casually when they
occurred. One of my fondest sports memories
as a kid was watching the controversial United
States-Germany World Cup match on a large TV
in Heathrow in 2002 with my attention fixed on
the entire airport totally engrossed in following
grown men kick a ball on grass. It was three years
ago, however, that a former sports editor intro-
duced me to the club game and since then I have
been completely hooked.

My experience in North London was some-
thing that I could not have predicted, no matter
how much I was told or knew prior to going. The
area directly surrounding Emirates Stadium was
an Arsenal paradise, with everyone in the vicinity
wearing red and white, drinking pints of beer, and
singing—Iloudly. In addition, the fans were from
all around the world, a signal that soccer truly is
the world’s game and that Americans are the ones
who are on the outside. Go to an NFL game and
find me a thousand international fans. I doubt you
would be able to do so.

What also makes soccer different than other
sports is that the fans are not only better versed in the
players and teams, but that every team has unique
chants, sung to more well-known tunes. Sitting
inside the stadium on a Saturday afternoon, hearing
a chorus of 60,000 sing, “Who's that team they call
the Arsenal?” makes fans singing in unison at large-
venue concerts look like child’s play, let alone the
tame chants every American team reuses universally.

Soccer is nothing short of a religion for some,
and each team represents a different sect. Opposing
fans typically receive a few thousand seats for
away games, but they are cornered off in their own
section of the ground, away from the home sup-
porters and surrounded by police. As an extreme
example, Arsenal fans that travel a few miles north
to Tottenham Hotspur for the North London derby
are required to stay in the stadium two and a half
hours after the match ends for fear of physical retri-
bution from the home supporters. Even for normal
Premiership games, home fans have no problem
attacking the opposing supporters directly through
song—and as I would come to realize a few days
later, the 2,000 opposing supporters can make a lot
of noise too if they have a lead.

This sense of mass camaraderie still astounds me
nearly two weeks after my first match, and I trace
my astonishment to the singing of the fans. Nearly
every home player has a song created by the fans at-
tributed to them—some positive, some negative—
and it is here where I think American fans have
fallen short of their duty as supporters. I think that
this is especially true at Columbia, as the college
game is specifically suited to these kinds of songs.

Columbia has its alma mater and a fight song
or two, but many fans don’t know all the words
and the impact of the songs fall dreadfully short of
their intention. We're a rather intellectual lot and I
see no reason why we can’t take the time to create
catchy lyrics to popular songs that sing the praises
of our more prominent players. Think what Levien
could sound like with even a few hundred students
belting out homemade songs for the full two hours
of games. The effect would be tons of confidence for
our players and a systematic drowning out of the
opposition, creating a truly lethal home atmosphere.

Whether or not you like the sport, it is nearly
impossible to say that soccer fans don’t get the
atmosphere of matches exactly right. What’s to
stop us from adopting the system that creates that
environment here?

Jonathan August is a Columbia College
senior majoring in economics-philosophy.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Kirsten Shreve performed well for the Knights on
the mound, striking out nine and allowing only three
hits. But the team was unable to capitalize on her efforts,
as Fairleigh Dickinson dropped to Brown, 2-1.

Following the close battle with the Bears, FDU
was unable to rally against the Jaspers. Manhattan
struck first, building a two-run advantage in the
second inning. Manhattan would add two more
runs in the third for a 4-0 lead. The Knights at
tempted a comeback in the seventh when Meghan
Dobherty, who reached base on an error, and Shreve,
who reached on a single to left center, crossed the
plate, narrowing the Jasper lead to two. In the loss,
Trina Fields pitched for FDU and tallied 11 strikeouts
with four hits and three earned runs.

Last time Columbia met the Knights on the
field, the Lions went up early in the game with a

4-1 lead, but a solo home run in the fourth gave
the Knights the momentum and energy they
needed to recover.

“When you let a team hang around, hang around,
hang around, it takes one or two hits on their part to
really change the momentum of the game,” head coach
Kayla Noonan said of the late FDU comeback.

Fields struck out four in the first four innings
before Shreve came to the mound to finish off the
Lions, pitching three hitless innings.

Noonan feels that the Lions just need to capital-
ize on their opportunities in their rematch against
FDU. “When we played them in Florida, we left 14
runners on base. So one or two more big hits and we
can figure out how to put a team away,” she said.

The doubleheader against Fairleigh Dickinson
will begin at 3 p.m. today.

The Columbia lacrosse team
will look to improve its
conference record this Friday
against rival Penn.

TOMORROW

File poto
PLAYBALL | The Lions left last week’s Rebel Spring Games with a
7-5 record, which they will try to improve against the Knights.

CU Athletics
FAST PACE | Delilah DiCrescenzo will look to make a big impact on the international
stage during the 2009 World Cross Country Championships in Amman, Jordan.

DELILAH DICRESCENZO

Columbia College *05

COLLEGIATE ACHIEVEMENTS:
3-time Ivy League Heptagonals steeplechase champion
9th in the steeplechase at the 2005 NCAA Championships
Holds school and stadium record in the 3000m steeplechase
2005 All-American in the 3000m steeplechase

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS:
Finished fourth at the 2009 USA Cross Country Championships
Qualified for US Olympic Trials in 2008 and advanced to finals
One of only two sponsored Puma athletes in the United States

DiCrescenzo to compete in Jordan

Lions alum runs for US
at World Cross Country
Championships

BY JONTAYLER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It’s a Sunday night, and Delilah DiCrescenzo is waiting for
her 10:30 flight out of John F. Kennedy International Airport.
Her destination is Amman, the capital of Jordan, a place she has
never been to. If you had asked her four years earlier if she had
ever planned on visiting the city, she probably would have said
no. And if you had asked her if she had any plans to visit Amman
to take part in an international cross-country competition, she
likely would have dismissed that idea outright.

Yet here she is, DiCrescenzo, now three years into a career
that she never thought would happen, wondering whether
she’s packed enough Clif Bars and powdered milk to last her
the week she’ll be overseas for the 2009 World Cross Country
Championships. Four years ago, DiCrescenzo thought that she
had competed in her last race, a disappointing appearance at the
NCAA Championships in which the three-time Ivy League
steeplechase champion had come in ninth. That was it, she
thought. That would be the end of her career.

“I never expected to be still running,” DiCrescenzo said
while waiting for her flight to board. “I thought I would turn
into a recreational jogger for fitness. I didn’t expect to keep it up
at the competitive level.”

Few track runners compete in the steeplechase. Fewer still
excel in it. The top three spots on the world-record list for women
belong to one runner, Russia’s Gulnara Samitova-Galkina, who
became the first woman to break nine minutes with her time of
8:58.81 at the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing. The NCAA
record belongs to Colorado’s Jenny Barringer, who broke her
own mark back in June 2008 with a time of 9:29.20. Her next
closest competitor in that event was at 9:55.54.

In her time at Columbia, DiCrescenzo outclassed her rivals
in the odd combination of distance running and hurdling. She
set the Ivy League record in the event her sophomore year at
Outdoor Heptagonals. She set it again her junior year. And to
cap her Ivy career on a high note, she reset it her senior year,
running 10:28.10, 16 seconds ahead of her closest competitor,
to win the event for a third straight year.

But her finish at NCAA Championships—after winning first
place at NCAA East Regionals earlier that year—left her high
and dry. She hung up her racing spikes, only to be convinced by
a coach out of the blue that she still had a chance left.

“A lot of it has to do with my current coach, a gentleman
by the name of Isaya Okiwaya,” DiCrescenzo said. “He
contacted me the November after I graduated in 2005, and
at that point I was running on and off and not really serious
about it, and he kind of recruited me and said, “Why don’t
you give it another try.”

And so the Chicago native gave it another try. Now she’s a
veteran of international competition, going so far as to qualify for
the steeplechase finals for the U.S. Olympic team. DiCrescenzo
is one of two runners to be sponsored by Puma. The other is
three-time Olympic gold medalist and world-record holder in
the 100-meter and 200-meter dash, Usain Bolt.

So now DiCrescenzo waits for Jordan, where she’ll compete
in an eight-kilometer cross-country race for Team USA along

SEE DICRESCENZO, page 2

Cornell, Harvard look to knock off Ivy champ Princeton

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Staff Writer

‘The Princeton Tigers will begin their
quest to repeat as Ivy League softball
champions when conference play begins
this weekend. This will not be an easy
task, though, as many teams, including
Harvard, last season’s runner-up, looked
competitive during the nonconference
portion of their season.

Princeton (5-9) took part in the
Stanford tournament this weekend, win-
ning only one of five games. The Tigers
defeated Winthrop 8-7 on Friday thanks
to excellent offensive play by freshman
Kelsey VandeBergh, who went 2-for-3
with two RBI and one run scored, and
senior Kathryn Welch, who went 3-for-4
with four RBI and one run scored. The
Tigers would not be as successful the rest
of the weekend. They fell to Stanford
1-0 later on Friday and dropped both
of their games on Saturday, losing to
Santa Clara 7-6 and Pacific 6-5. They
closed out their weekend by falling to
Winthrop 9-6 on Sunday.

Princeton will open its Ivy season at
home this weekend with a double-header

against Yale on Saturday and another one
against Brown on Sunday.

Cornell is the most likely team to
challenge Princeton for first in the
Southern division. The Big Red is cur-
rently 19-5 and has had an excellent
nonconference season.

Cornell played in the Rebel Spring
Games this past weekend, winning all
four contests. On Friday, the Big Red beat
Fairleigh Dickinson 2-0 and Hartford
University 9-5. They were victorious the
next day as well, defeating Rider 8-0 and
Wisconsin-Green Bay 10-1.

Cornell was led by junior third base-
man and Ivy League Player of the Week
Elise Menaker. Menaker hit .436 last
week and went 3-for-3 in the game against
Green Bay.

Ivy League Pitcher of the Week sopho-
more Elizabeth Dalrymple was also a
major asset for the Big Red. Dalrymple
went 4-0 during Cornell’s spring break
trip and recorded an ERA of 0.94.

Cornell is scheduled to play a pair of
double-headers against Brown and Yale
at home this weekend.

Harvard (9-5) will also pose a threat
to the Tigers’ hopes of repeating, as the

Crimson finished first in the Northern
division last year. Over the weekend,
Harvard competed in the Highlander
Classic, competing against Eastern
Michigan, Radford, and Toledo. After
dropping its first game against EMU
5-1 on Friday, the Crimson was able to
bounce back and defeat the Eagles 10-
6 on Sunday. Harvard also split with
Radford, falling 8-0 on Saturday, but
winning 3-2 on Sunday. The Crimson
won its only game against Toledo 7-2.

Freshman pitcher and Ivy League
Rookie of the Week Rachel Brown
was named tournament MVP and
received all-tournament honors. Brown
posted a 1.62 ERA, 24 strikeouts, 13
hits, and three walks in 17 and a third
innings of work.

This past Tuesday, Harvard split a
double-header with UNC-Greensboro,
losing the first game 3-0, but winning the
second game by a score of 10-5.

The Crimson will travel to Columbia
and Penn for a pair of double-headers
this weekend.

After a successful spring break trip,
the Lions (7-14) have had a tough time
in their games near home. They dropped

their home-opening double-header to
Boston University, losing the first game
2-0 and the second by a score of 11-7.
The Light Blue also lost both games to
Monmouth on Sunday.

However, Columbia will get one more
chance to tune-up before it faces Harvard
and Dartmouth this weekend. The Lions
are scheduled to play Fairleigh Dickinson

SEE SOFTBALL, page 2

2 OVERALL

A 4 RECORD
CORNELL 19-5
HARVARD 9=5
YALE 7-11
DARTMOUTH 6-10
PRINCETON 59
COLUMBIA 7-14
BROWN 4-8
PENN 4-13




