
BY CECILIA REYES
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia has responded for 
the first time to students protest-
ing its treatment of Faculty House 
workers, with Vice President of 
Student Services Scott Wright 
writing that administrators are 
“disappointed by the absence 
of engaged serious negotiations 
by Local 100 a full year after the 
collective bargaining agreement 
expired.”

The Student-Worker 
Solidarity group received the 
letter last week, five days after 
Local 100 union workers autho-
rized economic action, up to and 
including a strike, if an agree-
ment is not reached by the end of 
the month, when their contract 
will officially expire.

SWS members have been at-
tempting to meet with admin-
istrators since early December, 
and have written letters to 
Wright; Jeffrey Scott, executive 
vice president for student & ad-
ministrative services; and most 
recently, University President 
Lee Bollinger, whose letter they 
personally delivered. They have 
argued that a 22 percent gratuity 
is withheld from workers, that 
they receive little to no wage 
increases compared to those of 
other unions on campus, and 
that laid-off workers are not 
given adequate unemployment 
benefits during summer and 
winter breaks.

“It is a disgrace to students, 
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The meritocracy is not the goal of 
college, Steele Sternberg writes.

Nutella for change

After dropping its first contest of the 
weekend against Harvard, Columbia 
came back to win against the Big 
Green. 

Women’s basketball 
wins on Senior Night

SEE SWS, page 2
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Today

52°/ 45°

Tomorrow

52°/ 39°
Columbia Chamber Players performs works by CU composers and songwriters.

Miller Theater, 8 p.m.

Columbia Chamber Players at Miller Theater

Network with employers and alumni in the media industry. 
Low Memorial Library, Rotunda, 7 p.m.

Media Networking Night
The Nutella Affair wanted for 
discourse, Daniel Stone writes.

The wrong mindset

BY CHRISTIAN ZHANG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Around 50 former em-
ployees, activists, and local 
residents gathered in front of 
Saigon Grill at 90th Street and 
Amsterdam Avenue Friday 
morning to celebrate its clos-
ing. The beleaguered restau-
rant shut down over the week-
end after two years of picketing 
over alleged wage and working 
hour abuses. 

The crowd also called for 
the restaurant’s owners to pay 
a $1 million settlement that a 
court awarded to workers last 
month, and for the landlord to 
rent only to reputable business-
people who would adhere to la-
bor laws.

“This victory sends a clear 
message to all other bosses in 
this community and across the 
city that when workers and 

the community come together, 
sweatshops will not be toler-
ated,” Sophie DeBenedetto, an 
organizer for the Justice Will 
Be Served campaign, said.

It is unclear whether the 
restaurant’s sudden closure 
was related to the continued 
protests, which started in 
November 2010. State Assembly 
member Linda Rosenthal said 

that the owners’ refusal to pay 
rent could have been a factor.

“They have refused to treat 
the workers fairly, they have 
disobeyed the state and federal, 
local laws that protect work-
ers ... that work with dignity,” 
she said. “And this is not some-
thing we’re going to tolerate. 
This doesn’t happen here on 
the West Side anymore.”

Several other restaurants 
on the Upper West Side have 
been accused of unfair labor 
practices in recent months. 
Student-Worker Solidarity pro-
tested in front of Indus Valley 
restaurant, at 100th Street and 
Broadway, and at Domino’s 
Pizza, at 107th Street and 
Amsterdam, last December.

“We all hoped that this 
restaurant would do the 
right thing, would pay the 
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THEY KILLED THE GRILL  |  Protesters outside Saigon Grill celebrated its closing on Friday.

Saigon Grill closes after protests

BY SAMANTHA COONEY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Barnard’s Dean’s List will be-
come a bit more exclusive start-
ing this fall.

Registrar Constance Brown 
announced Friday that the dis-
tinction will now be awarded 
on a semester basis to students 
who earn a grade point average 
of 3.6 or higher. Previously, stu-
dents had to earn a 3.4 for the 
entire academic year to earn the 
distinction.

Brown said that the new pol-
icy, which now matches that of 
Columbia College, “will for the 
first time enable January trans-
fers, February graduates, and 
students who go on study leave 
for one semester to be on Dean’s 
List.”

In November 2010, Barnard’s 
Committee on Honors proposed 
changing the requirements for 
Dean’s List, but no changes were 
made until now. Administrators 
were unavailable to comment 
this weekend on why the chang-
es didn’t go into place until now.

Students had varying opin-
ions on the new requirements.

At 3.6, required 
GPA average 
now matches 
CU policy

Barnard 
raises 
Dean’s 
List cutoΩ

In February, Cox was named this year’s Hearst 
Professional-in-Residence at the Journalism School, a 
position that brings her into classrooms as a resource and 
mentor for students.

“It’s a fun time in the data journalism community,” Cox 
said. “It’s good to spread that to a wider audience and be 

connected to the work that Columbia is doing.”
Cox will officially begin her semesterlong position on 

April 11, when she will deliver the Hearst New Media 
Lecture to kick off Alumni Weekend at the journalism 
school. The lecture will focus on how Cox sees the cur-
rent state of the industry.

She said that she believes there is a lot of room for tra-
ditional reporting in data journalism. 

“A lot of data journalism work to date has not been 
grounded in a ton of great reporting,” Cox said. “Graphics 
that come out, even the ones that are good and smart, 
sometimes are just a repurposing of government data that’s 
already on the Internet.”

Mark Hansen, a professor at the journalism school and 
the director of Columbia and Stanford’s Brown Institute 
for Media Innovation, said it’s “quite a gift” to have Cox 
in the building.

A longtime admirer of Cox’s work, Hansen said he’s 
used her Netflix rental data graphic in his classes time 

Cox brings Web graphic expertise to J-School
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GETTING GRAPHIC  |  Amanda Cox, a professional-in-residence at the J-School, is a New York Times graphics editor.

Amanda Cox fell in love with 
journalism as a third-grader, reading 

copies of the Wall Street Journal that 
her father brought home. Today, she 
is a graphics editor for the New York 
Times, expanding the frontiers of data 
journalism on the Web.

BY EMMA GOSS

Admins 
respond 
to SWS 
protests 

BY AVANTIKA KUMAR
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Dominican Sunday has come 
a long way since it was first es-
tablished almost two decades 
ago. 

“We started without any-
thing,” Altagracia Hiraldo, 
co-founder of the Manhattan 
Valley community organization, 
recalled. Instead of employing 
permanent staff, the group had 
to rely on community members 
for support.

Thanks to that volunteer base, 
the group has become a corner-
stone of the local Dominican 
community, providing important 
educational and cultural servic-
es, including English, computer 
literacy, and citizenship classes, 
and holding cultural events such 
as Dominican Heritage Month, 
which it celebrated two weeks 
ago.

But as the organization still 
has fundraising problems, even 
as it works to expand its pro-
gramming beyond the neigh-
borhood’s sizable population of 
Dominican residents and serve 
the entire community.

“We hope that our nationality 
can work together—at least, you 
know, can do something for the 
community together,” Hiraldo 
said.

Dominican Sunday oper-
ates out of a tiny, poster-lined 
office on 107th Street between 
Amsterdam and Columbus ave-
nues, but its services have a wide 
impact.

Hiraldo said the organization, 
which was established through 
the Ascension Church in 1995, 
has counteracted negative ste-
reotypes about the Dominican 
population by showing the 
neighborhood “who we are, our 

history, our culture.”
She added that she saw a 

special need for Dominican 
Sunday’s services in Manhattan 
Valley, the neighborhood be-
tween 96th and 110th streets, 
where she said there was a lot 
of drug use, causing some lo-
cals to think negatively of the 
Dominican population.

Co-founder Belkys Ravelo-
Paulino said that when it was 
established, Dominican Sunday 
filled the need for a Dominican 
community group. She add-
ed that while other ethnic 
groups connected in other New 
York City neighborhoods, the 
Dominican community lacked a 
similar center in the area.

According to Ravelo-Paulino, 
the organization helped 1,900 
people gain citizenship and vot-
ing rights during its first three 
years of operation. It also refers 
clients to lawyers, provides fi-
nancial aid services, and hosts 
an annual job fair.

Currently, the organization 
receives funding from discre-
tionary City Council money, 
volunteer fundraisers, and food 
sales. The group is also part-
nered with Columbia, which 
provides space for classes, pays 
some Dominican Sunday teach-
ers, and has helped the group 
gain 501(c)(3) nonprofit status.

However, Hiraldo said, the 
group still lacks a stable fund-
ing source, and needs a desig-
nated volunteer to write letters 
to potential donors and assist in 
securing funds.

According to Hiraldo, 12 vol-
unteers helped with the recent 
Dominican Heritage Month cel-
ebration two weeks ago, where 
over 100 people enjoyed music, 

Dominican Sunday uses 
volunteer base to serve locals
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“This doesn’t 
happen here on 
the West Side 
anymore.”

—Linda Rosenthal,
State Assembly Member

BY ELI SCHULTZ
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The men’s basketball team 
closed a disappointing season with 
a disappointing finish this week-
end, suffering a 
pair of road loss-
es to Harvard 
and Dartmouth 
to end the 2012-
13 campaign.

The two con-
tests followed eerily similar scripts. 
Columbia (12-16, 4-10 Ivy) held a 
six-point halftime lead against 
both the Crimson (19-9, 11-3 Ivy) 
and the Big Green (9-19, 5-9 Ivy), 
but on both nights quickly allowed 
the other team to get back in it just 
after the intermission. Each night, 
the rest of the second half was 
tightly contested, but the Lions 
ultimately let the games slip away 
in the final minutes.

“It’s definitely disappoint-
ing, ending with a loss here [at 
Dartmouth] and a tough one at 
Harvard,” senior point guard Brian 
Barbour said. “We just never found 
a way.”

The weekend got off to an in-
auspicious start when freshman 
guard Maodo Lo hurt his ankle 
during pregame warm-ups. Lo did 
not play at all against Harvard, and 
only played five minutes against 
Dartmouth.

Despite the setback, things 
went well for the Light Blue ear-
ly on Friday night, as Columbia 
opened the game on a 9-2 run 
and never trailed in the first half. 
After a three by Crimson guard 

Light Blue 
drops final 
contests of 
season 

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, 
page 3

men’s
basketball
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PUT ON YOUR SUNDAY CLOTHES  |  Dominican Sunday has been a local cornerstone since it 
opened almost 20 years ago. The group offers English, computer literacy, and citizenship classes.

and again.
“ I n c re a s i n g l y,  w h a t 

Amanda’s work has shown us is 
that you can have really infor-
mative graphics that are grace-
ful and powerful and maybe 
even playful,” Hansen said.

The idea of playfulness is 
important to Cox, who said 
that her goal is to get stu-
dents to experiment with data 
journalism.

“Journalism is a fun space 
because the advice is just to 
do awesome things,” she said. 
“You don’t have to wait for 
permission to do awesome 
things.”

Cox said that while some 
graphics are made for print 
and then posted on the Web, 
the best graphics “feel like 
they belong on the Internet 
because they respond to you 
in a certain way, because they 
incorporate multimedia grace-
fully,” she said. “The mixture 
of text and image can feel dif-
ferent on the Web.”

Hansen said that Cox will 
be a great resource for stu-
dents in his computing class, 
and will be able to provide “de-
tailed technical analysis that 
can lead to really beautiful 
forms of storytelling.”

“She publishes not just stat-
ic graphics, but also interac-
tive systems that let you dig 
into a data set,” he said. “It’s 
like publishing thousands and 
thousands of stories. As users 
navigate through the graphic, 
they can scroll into a topic 
that they’re interested in. It’s 
a more open-ended form of 
storytelling.”

Even as Cox prepares for 
her new role, however, her 
predecessor has voiced dis-
satisfaction about the posi-
tion. Rebecca MacKinnon, last 
spring’s Hearst Professional-
In-Residence, said that she 
felt her concerns about jour-
nalism—that online business 
practices are detrimental to 
free expression and that the 
Internet is evolving badly for 
the future of journalism—were 

not shared by the University.
“It wasn’t clear to me that 

the school is really concerned 
about the things I’m wor-
ried about,” MacKinnon said. 
“Perhaps the current person 
might be a better fit.”

Cox said that it’s critical to 
teach students about data jour-
nalism because the field is in a 
state of constant growth, add-
ing that many of her graphics 
at the New York Times from 
four or five years ago already 
feel obsolete.

“It’s not that I don’t love 
print,” Cox said. “I love print. 
I think it often leads us to 
smarter graphics. There’s a 
resolution and a natural fit 
accompanying text, and even 
dealing with more complicat-
ed things. When you look at it 
in print, you’re more attuned 
to sit and study.

“But there’s also a lot of op-
portunity for things that can 
only happen on the Web,” she 
added.

emma.goss
@columbiaspectator.com

workers, and faculty that such a 
rich university actively exploits 
members of its own community,” 
the SWS letter to Bollinger read. 
“We demand that the university 
rectify this situation now.”

But in a letter responding to 
the letter to Bollinger, Wright 
countered that the University’s 
contract proposal includes “con-
tinued health insurance paid in 
full for all of the employees, part-
time and full-time,” and that the 
22 percent service charge is ex-
plicitly outlined in the contract as 
a means to “defray the overhead 
costs of running Faculty House” 
and is not gratuity.

Wright also noted that New 
York State law exempts certain 
workers from unemployment 
benefits, including Faculty House 
workers. He ends by stating that 
negotiations have been barred 
to the public for at least 10 years 
because outside observers make 
“reaching an agreement much 
harder.”

SWS emailed a response to 
Wright’s letter, arguing that their 

letter was not addressed to him 
but to Bollinger, that Columbia 
has turned down four negotiating 
dates in the last week, and that the 
union has a legal right to choose 
its bargaining unit, which, in this 
case, includes students.

The group also claimed that 
vouchers given to customers 
use the terms “tip” and “service 
charge” interchangeably, leading 
clients to believe the service charge 
goes to workers. The group also 
wrote that a $65 per week stipend 
does not constitute a living wage 
as it was calculated using the mini-
mum wage of 1983, $3.35 per hour.

The current offer from the 
University includes a $200 lump 
sum salary increase for the first 
year, a 1 percent salary increase 
the second, and no salary increas-
es for the third year, SWS wrote. 
From 2001 to 2004, salaries for 
Local 100 increased by 2 percent 
each year. In contrast, Local 2110, 
which represents technical, office 
and professional workers, saw a 17 
percent increase over five years 
starting in 2007.

Faculty House workers have 
demanded that the 22 percent 

gratuity for use of the Faculty 
House be given to them, and that 
the University practice proper 
employment classification. Some 
employees say they have worked 
80 hours per week as part-time 
employees.

The SWS has organized teach-
ins and rallies to prod the admin-
istration into action. The most 
recent one was held on Friday, 
and saw the attendance of 200 
students as well as American his-
tory professor Eric Foner.

“A great number of faculty are 
equally outraged at the way the 
workers of Faculty House have 
been treated,” Foner said to a 
group of students huddled on Low 
steps. “I have been at Columbia 
for 30 years, and have seen many 
struggles like this.”

“Unfortunately, it’s in the DNA 
of the administration that they al-
ways seem to take the wrong po-
sition when it comes to labor is-
sues,” Foner added, to cheers and 
drumming.

The contract for Faculty House 
workers expires on March 31.

cecilia.reyes
@columbiaspectator.com

workers,” said Marc Landis, 
a City Council candidate and 
Democratic district leader. 
“It’s unfortunate that it came 
out this way.”

The Justice Will Be Served 
campaign is also involved with 
campaigns targeted at V&T 
Pizzeria, on 110th Street and 
Amsterdam, and Land Thai, on 
82nd Street and Amsterdam.

Sarah Ahn, an activist from 
Justice Will be Served, said 
the group fears that Saigon’s 
owners will declare bankrupt-
cy and refuse to pay the wages 
owed to workers. According to 
a statement the group released 
Friday, the lawyer represent-
ing the workers is pursing the 
owners of the restaurant.

In an open letter sent to 
Adam Katz, landlord and mas-
ter lessor of the building, ac-
tivists called for him to “en-
sure that any business that 
will occupy the vacant space ... 
does not operate in violation of 
state and federal labor laws.”

Vincent Cao, a former wait-
er at the restaurant who was 
fired in 2010, said the rally sent 
a message to local businesses 
about unfair labor conditions.

“When workers are work-
ing in a sweatshop environ-
ment, they are afraid to speak 

out, they’re afraid to file a 
lawsuit,” he said in Chinese. 
“So sweatshop conditions are 
truly intolerable. We need to 
encourage workers to come 
out and fight for their rights 
... so that in the future every-
body will have better working 
conditions.”

“We want a new owner to 
come in here who’s responsi-
ble and who’s going to follow 
the law,” Ahn said. “We want 
jobs in the Upper West Side, 
but we want them to be decent 
jobs.”

Saigon Grill has a history 
of labor issues. In 2008, the 
Southern District Court of 
New York awarded delivery 
workers from the restaurant 
$4.6 million dollars because 

the restaurant’s then-owners 
violated wage and overtime 
laws. These owners were also 
arrested on counts of falsifying 
documents.

When the new owners, Bei 
Lin and Qiao Lin, took over in 
2010, workers were quickly 
disappointed when they fired 
three older workers.

Cao said that when four 
younger workers, himself in-
cluded, told the owners that 
the act constituted age dis-
crimination, they too were 
fired. It was then that they 
decided to join the protests.

“The picket line was not 
just for this restaurant,” he 
said. “It’s to show that sweat-
shop conditions will not be 
tolerated here ... so a lot of 
owners are scared.”

Li Hua, a supporter at the 
rally, said that laws need to 
change to protect workers in 
the case of bankruptcy. 

“Starting from this picket 
line, we need to push for the 
laws to change so that the 
owners are forced to pay their 
workers ... and can’t just de-
clare bankruptcy,” Li said. “We 
hope the law can change. Not 
just for one person, for one 
restaurant, but for everyone to 
protect their working rights.”

christian.zhang
@columbiaspectator.com

BY CHRISTIAN ZHANG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Business School student 
DeShaun Maria Harris died 
Friday afternoon, Business 
School Dean Glenn Hubbard 
said in an email Friday evening. 
She was 27.

Harris, who hailed from 
Prichard, Ala. and called herself 
a “Traditional Georgia Peach 
with Big Apple Ambition” on 
her Twitter profile, was an active 
member of the Business School 
community and an aspiring me-
dia entrepreneur. Jessica O’Neal, 
a close friend of Harris, described 
her as someone who was “full of 
life” and loved “bringing people 
together.”

After graduating from the 
University of Georgia with a 

degree in journalism manage-
ment in 2008, Harris moved 
to New York and worked for 
Lionsgate Entertainment, 
Meredith Corporation, NYC TV, 
and Radio New York. She was 
planning to start a media com-
pany that “improved the image 
of minorities in the media and 
provided positive media con-
tent to underserved audiences,” 
Hubbard’s email said. 

While at Columbia, Harris 
was a leader in the Black Business 
Student Association and the 
Media Management Association 
Conference, and a member of 
the Follies and Management 
Leadership of Tomorrow. 

On her Twitter profile, she 
described herself as an “oc-
casional freelance journalist” 
and “determined to become a 

media maven.”
Her passion for media was 

apparent during her time at the 
University of Georgia, where she 
was the secretary for the National 
Association of Black Journalists, 
a reporter for the Red and Black 
newspaper, and an editor of 
InfUSion magazine and Georgia 
Magazine. The 2008 yearbook 
named Harris as an “outstand-
ing senior leader.”

But as a packed St. Paul’s 
Chapel on Sunday morning sug-
gested, what allowed Harris to 
impact so many was the way she 
cared for others, summed up in 
the motto that she shared with 
O’Neal.

“Not I, not me,” O’Neal re-
called. “But us, but we.”

christian.zhang
@columbiaspectator.com

Business School student, “Georgia Peach,” dies

In letter, Wright says union not engaged, serious

folk dance performances, and 
traditional Dominican food.

At the Dominican Heritage 
Month event, local politicians, 
including City Council mem-
bers Gale Brewer and Robert 
Jackson, State Assembly member 
Gabriela Rosa, and City Council 
candidate Mark Levine, voiced 
support for the organization.

“You can’t give up,” Brewer 
said, adding that Hiraldo’s lead-
ership has taught her lessons.

Jackson, who presented 
awards to several Dominican 
Sunday volunteers, urged at-
tendees to maintain “your his-
tory as a people, your culture as 
a people.”

“My heart and my soul is with 
the Dominican people,” he said.

Rosita Delgado, who has 
taught ESL classes at Dominican 
Sunday for 10 years, said she en-
joys every aspect of working with 
Dominican Sunday. According 
to Delgado, students have rep-
resented many different coun-
tries, including Colombia, Peru, 
Ecuador, Mexico, and Honduras.

She said that the classes can 
be a first step toward obtaining 
college degrees.

“Some of them—not all can 
go to college, but some of them,” 
Delgado said. “They want a bet-
ter future.”

David Ramires, who has been 
in the ESL class for three years, 
agreed.  

“I would like to get a very 

good job in New York City,” 
Ramires, who currently works 
as a restaurant busboy, said.

Ramires, who is originally 
from Mexico, added that he en-
joyed the classes not only for 
their conversation, but also be-
cause “I meet different cultures 
in here,” he said.

Hiraldo said that in the fu-
ture, she hopes the organization 
will give younger generations 
“space for them to create” in ad-
dition to the encouragement to 
seek high school diplomas.

“We continue to serve this 
community and are hoping to get 
some resources” to better serve 
the community’s needs, Ravelo-
Paulino said. 

avantika.kumar
@columbiaspectator.com

Mary Glenn, BC ’13, said 
she thought some students 
found their extracurriculars to 
be more important than their 
GPAs. Still, she wondered how 
many students were involved 
in the decision, noting that the 
abrupt announcement would 
come as a surprise to those 
affected.

“Personally, it doesn’t affect 
me,” she said. “For people who 
are between the range and all of 
the sudden they’re out, they may 
be a little hurt.”

“I think it will be beneficial 
for people who take a semester 
off or study abroad,” Ashiana 
Jivraj, BC ’15, said.

Jivraj added that she was 
glad the new requirements 
would allow these students to 
be recognized for their academic 
achievements each semester. 

Giselle Appel, BC ’15, added 
that she thought a 3.5 may have 
been a more balanced cutoff to 
motivate students while main-
taining academic priorities.

“I think it could motivate stu-
dents, but I also think it could 
put a lot more pressure on stu-
dents,” Appel said. “I get where 
the administration is coming 
from—I like holding the students 
to higher standards, but people 
stress out here enough.”

samantha.cooney
@columbiaspectator.com

Students 
divided on 
higher Dean’s 
List cutoff

Graphics an ‘open-ended form of storytelling’

Questions remain over $1 million settlement

BY PHIL GODZIN
Spectator Staff Writer

In a developing trend, the the 
softball team (2-5) yet again had 
its games finish with a one-run 
margin. 

Sunday’s 
split double-
header for the 
Light Blue 
marked the 
sixth time in 
seven games that just one run 
separated the winner from the 
loser. Unable to capture the 
magic just yet, the Lions have 
won just two of those six close 
contests.

One such win came in the 
game one against Rider, when 
a three-run home run by Macy 
Shrum broke open a 4-4 game 
in the fifth inning. The round-
tripper was the first of the 
freshman’s career and the first 
of the year for Columbia. The 
Lions gave up an unearned 
run in each of the next two 
innings with six total errors 
in the game, but kept the lead 
intact for the win. Freshman 
Emily Kenyon helped secure 
the win by working out of a 
bases-loaded, no-out jam, giv-
ing up only an unearned run in 
three innings of work.

In the second game of the 

doubleheader, the two teams 
traded early runs, but the Lions 
couldn’t get the big hit after being 
down 3-1. They loaded the bases 
in the fifth with one out but only 
got one run on a sacrifice fly. In 
the seventh, down by one run, 
the Lions had a runner on third 
with one out, but a pop-up and a 
strikeout ended the game.

Offensive star of the weekend 
was sophomore Kayla Shimoda, 
who went a perfect 5-5 with two 
RBIs in the two games.

Up next for the Lions is a 
five-day spring training trip to 
Florida, beginning March 15, that 
will have the Lions play 10 games.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Manhattan Valley group still has funding issues

SWS from front page

COX from front page
DOMINICAN

 from front page

DEAN’S LIST
 from front page

SAIGON from front page

“Sweatshop 
conditions will not 
be tolerated here ... 
so a lot of owners 
are scared.”

—Vincent Cao,
former Saigon Grill waiter

Lions split Sunday doubleheader with Rider

softball



BY PHIL GODZIN
Spectator Staff Writer 

After a dominant four months to 
finish its regular season, the men’s 
swimming and diving team set a 
school record with 
1,135 points in the 
Ivy League Cham-
pionships this 
weekend en route to 
a third-place finish. 
The Lions lacked 
the overall depth 
shown by Harvard and champion 
Princeton, but they proved that 
their top talent matches up with 
anyone in the Ancient Eight.

On day two of the champion-
ships, the Lions set several school 
records on the way to a strong fin-
ish. First, sophomore David Jakl 
set a program record with a 46.96 
finish in the 100-yard fly, touch-
ing the wall second in the finals. 
Immediately after, sophomore 
Dominik Koll and senior John 
Wright placed second and third 
overall in the 200 free, with Koll 
setting a new program record at 
1:36.12, and Wright setting a new 
career time as well. Sophomore 
Kevin Quinn clocked in his own 
school record in the 400 Individu-
al Medley, finishing fourth overall. 
The day finally ended with Jakl, 
Wright, Koll, and junior Philipp 
Gaissert finishing as runners-up 
in the 800 free relay, less than half 
a second off the top time.

Despite a strong showing by 
the Lions, Princeton and Harvard 
kept distancing themselves from 
the rest of the field, finishing with 
1,514 and 1,446 points, respective-
ly, and day three only extended 
their lead. Princeton’s win was its 
fifth in a row at Ivies, a competi-
tion which the Tigers have domi-
nated during that time. The Crim-
son took the top three spots in the 
100 free, while the Tigers finished 
first and third in the 200 back on 
the last day, displaying the depth 
the two teams had shown through-
out the championships. Jakl and 
Quinn finished second and third in 
the 200 fly, but otherwise, the Li-
ons could not get the same quan-
tity of top finishes to keep pace.

As for the several Lions who 
reached the NCAA B cut times, 
they will end their season at the 
NCAA Championships beginning 
March 28.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Light Blue 
finishes 
third at Ivy 
Championships

Laurent Rivard made the score  12-9 in 
favor of the visitors 8:21 into the game, 
the Light Blue never led by less than 
five for the rest of the half.

“I thought we did a good job creat-
ing shots for each other in the first half, 
and moved the balls really well,” soph-
omore forward Alex Rosenberg said.

Rosenberg led all scorers with 12 
points in the first half, and the Lions 
took a 28-22 lead into the intermission.

But Harvard quickly clawed its 
way back into the game early in the 
second half. Another Rivard three cut 
the Lions’ lead to two, 30-28, just over 
two minutes in. The crowd erupted, 
and a few possessions later Crimson 
guard Siyani Chambers took it all the 
way after intercepting a pass to tie the 
game at 30. Then, with 14:34 to play, 
forward Wesley Saunders hit a three 
that gave the Crimson its first lead of 
the game, 35-34.

The Lions did regain the lead, and 
with 1:22 to play, they were up by four 
as Crimson forward Steve Moundou-
Missi headed to the line to shoot a 
pair of free throws. Moundou-Missi 
hit them both to bring Harvard with-
in two, 49-47. Columbia was unable 
to score on its next possession, and 
Harvard got the ball back. From there 
on out, it was all Crimson.

With the crowd on its feet, 
Chambers hit a layup at the other 
end and got fouled. The freshman 
standout hit the free throw, giving the 
Crimson a 50-49 lead with 40 seconds 
to play. Moundou-Missi stole the ball 
to end Columbia’s next possession and 
dunked it at the other end, adding an 
and one to give Harvard a four-point 
edge.

Columbia was unable to pull off 
the miracle comeback, as the eventual 
league champions came away with a 
56-51 win.

The Lions started strong for the 
second straight night at Dartmouth, 
and were up 9-4 after a Barbour trey.

Dartmouth then went on a 9-0 run 

to grab a 13-9 advantage, but Columbia 
responded with a run of its own, scor-
ing 10 unanswered points to get back 
on top, 21-13. The Lions never let their 
lead shrink below four points for the 
rest of the half, and were up 33-27 at 
halftime.

But Dartmouth lost little time get-
ting back into the game in the second 
half, with forward Connor Boehm 
leading the way for the Big Green. 
The freshman scored eight straight 
points for Dartmouth—all in the space 
of 1:30—and tied the game at 35 with a 
free throw on an and one. Dartmouth 
guard Alex Mitola then hit a three to 
give the Big Green a 38-35 lead.

Columbia rallied, regaining the 
advantage after a three by freshman 
guard Grant Mullins made it 40-38 
Columbia, but a friendly bounce on a 
three by Dartmouth guard Malik Gill 
quickly gave it right back to the Big 
Green, 41-40.

A few minutes later, Mitola hit a 
three to give Dartmouth a 46-42 lead. 
Columbia responded once again, as 
Rosenberg made a three on Columbia’s 
next possession and allowed the Light 
Blue to keep pace.

The two teams were neck and neck 
the rest of the way, but with 1:47 to 
play, a pair of free throws by Mitola 
after an ill-advised Columbia foul gave 
the Big Green a five-point edge, 57-52.

“We fouled when we didn’t need 
to foul,” Columbia head coach Kyle 
Smith said. “We should have played 
that straight.”

Barbour cut the Lions’ deficit to 
three with a couple free throws of 
his own, but after an ugly final minute 
Dartmouth closed out the win.

The two weekend losses put 
Columbia, which was a popular dark-
horse pick to top the Ancient Eight 
back in the fall, at the bottom of the 
conference standings as the season 
came to a close.

“We’ve got to do some regrouping, 
and get ready for next year,” Smith 
said. “Got to make some changes and 
get tougher in these tight games.”

eli.schultz@columbiaspectator.com

Lions’ basketball succumbs to pattern of losing leads

And so concludes 
another season 

of basketball here at 
Columbia. Thanks to 
rescheduling forced 
by snow a few weeks 
ago, the women have 
one more game left on 
Tuesday at Harvard, 
but they’ll finish 
either tied for sixth 
or—more likely—tied 
for seventh. The men 
finish in the conference basement.

I caught some men’s games as well 
as some women’s games over the past 
seven weeks. In many ways, I found my-
self watching total opposites.

Start at the beginning of the year. 
The men tried to play a bigger lineup, 
frequently using two centers at the same 
time in addition to another forward. The 
women, meanwhile, moved senior Tyler 
Simpson from forward to guard early 
on, hoping that she could better use her 
diverse skill set from the 1 or 2. 

By conference play, the men had 
gone back to the three-guard lineup, 
and from what I’ve seen Simpson 
played a lot of hybrid guard and for-
ward, depending on the situation.

For the men, most of the play was 
close to my expectations, even in Ivy 
season. They were getting shots along 
the baseline, around the basket, and 
along the arc, usually not having to 
settle for those pesky, inefficient wing 
twos. (Trust me—I actually kept track 
of shot locations for nine and a half of 
the 14 conference games.) They were 
usually also able to force opponents to 
settle for more long twos than they had 
to themselves.

Their execution and talent gave 
them leads—slim leads, and leads that 
they had trouble hanging on to for 
whatever reason. You had instances 
like sharpshooter Steve Frankoski get-
ting a look from the corner and missing 
against Dartmouth, or freshman Maodo 
Lo missing some high-percentage 
threes late in a narrow home loss to 
Brown. You had Brown’s Matt Sullivan 
and Tucker Halpern each hit tough 
game-winning threes. In Philadelphia, 
Penn guard Miles Cartwright broke a 
late tie with a low-percentage jumper. 

On the other side, the women strug-
gled a lot. Offensively, they frequently 
seemed like they were looking for an 
individual to make a play. And while 
Tyler Simpson and Brittany Simmons 
can do that on occasion, they’re not 
Princeton’s Ian Hummer, probable Ivy 
Player of the Year on the men’s side, 
or Niveen Rasheed, P.O.Y. favorite for 
women. (Princeton athletics should re-
ally be split into two, à la Microsoft. Too 
much talent.) That’s how you have a 
team that, on seemingly every posses-
sion, runs the shot clock down to under 
five before finally getting a shot attempt. 
I honestly thought the women were for-
tunate to be matching Dartmouth, for 
the most part, two days ago. 

But the Big Green forgot how to 
score for eight minutes in the second 
half, and the Lions turned a deficit into 
a lead. They even managed to hang on 
and win. How? In contrast to the men, 
their late-game execution got better. 
In the final two minutes, they were 
keeping Dartmouth out of the paint and 
rebounding like... well, lions. 

And that ended up being the big 
difference between the two teams. Yes, 
much of the time the women lost by 
smaller double-digits or got blown out, 
but aside from the double-overtime loss 
to Cornell, the few times the women got 
a chance to win the game, they man-
aged to get it done. Even bad teams will 
get lucky and have a chance to win on 
occasion, and women’s basketball man-
aged to pull out wins when it had the 
opportunity. And yet, despite plenty of 
one-on-one talent, it just wasn’t work-
ing out for the men in high-leverage 
situations altogether.

For better or for worse, the process 
doesn’t always match the results. Not 
over 82 games, or even 162—let alone 
14. (Given the Capitals’ relatively poor 
results in the playoffs, and now this, I’m 
pretty sick of short-term factors in high-
leverage situations favoring the team 
I’m rooting against.)

Through all of these differences, 
the teams end up with nearly identical 
records. The women can tie the men at 
4-10 with a win over Harvard tomor-
row. Even though they looked vastly 
different on the court, a Spec reporter 
20 years from now might look through 
the online archives and guess that 
both teams were short on talent and 
“rebuilding.” 

This certainly isn’t what anyone 
expected in January. Results-wise, 
both teams may well have wasted their 
seasons, if the bar is a good Ivy finish. I 
hope they can learn and be better pre-
pared for next year.

Muneeb Alam is a Columbia College 
sophomore. He is the sports columnist deputy 

for Spectator. Picked Apart runs biweekly.
muneeb.alam@columbiaspectator.com

Nearly identical 
records can be 
deceiving 
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Apart

MUNEEB
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OUT OF THE WAY  |  Sophomore Alex Rosenberg wouldn’t let anybody get in 
his way, leading all scorers in the first half against Harvard with 12 points. 

BY CAROLINE BOWMAN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After four years and over 50 
games in Columbia’s Levien Gym-
nasium, the seniors of women’s 
basketball (5-22, 
3-9 Ivy) walked off 
the court victorious 
on Senior Night. In 
their last home con-
test of the season 
Saturday night, the 
Lions beat Dartmouth (6-22, 4-10 
Ivy), 48-39.

After falling to Harvard’s (19-8, 
10-3 Ivy) dominant frontcourt 61-44 
on Friday night, it seemed as though 
the Light Blue was in for another 
loss to Dartmouth after a dismal 
first-half performance.

The Lions scored only two bas-
kets and shot 12.5 percent from the 
field in the first 12 minutes of play 
against the Big Green. While the 
Lions managed to make up some 
ground at the end of the first half, 
Dartmouth forward Lakin Roland 
began the second half with three 
consecutive layups to put the Big 
Green up 31-24. It appeared as 
though yet another team was going 
to overpower the Light Blue in the 
paint and take away a home court 
win.

But it was Senior Night, and the 
motivation to send the senior class 
off with a win spurred a second-half 
comeback, consisting of an incredi-
ble turnaround in shooting and a sti-
fling defense that put Dartmouth’s 
shooters on ice. The Lions mounted 
an unanswered 12-point run and 
kept Dartmouth scoreless for over 
10 minutes in the second half. Late-
game threes from sophomore guard 

Miwa Tachibana, who led the Lions 
with 15 points, and hustle layups 
from senior guard and co-captain 
Brittany Simmons secured the lead 
for the Lions, who shot 50 percent 
from the field in the second half.

Senior guard and co-captain Ty-
ler Simpson said that the team’s shot 
selection in the second half upped 
production and brought about the 
momentum shift.

“A lot of our shots in the first half 
were off balance and not even nec-
essarily productive attempts at the 
basket, but in the second half we 
focused more on getting smarter 
shots and rebounding a little bet-
ter,” she said.

While the Light Blue was just 
hitting its stride, the Big Green’s 
offensive production fell off and 
never recovered. Simmons said that 
the Lions’ defensive adjustments at 
halftime resulted in reduced scor-
ing from the Big Green.

“We had to readjust, and once 
we got out of our zone and played 
straight man-to-man, I think our 
defense made them alter their shot 
selection,” Simmons said.

Though the Lions dominated 
much of the second half, the Big 
Green managed to reduce the Li-
ons’ lead to 41-39 with 2:23 left on 
the clock before the Lions locked 
down the game for good, closing it 
out 48-39.

Simpson said that mental tough-
ness was key in the last few minutes 
of the game.

“It was really nerve-wracking, 
but I kept telling myself that we’re 
winning this game, and so I am just 

MICHAEL DISCENZA / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SPARKLING SIMPSON  |  Senior guard/forward Tyler Simpson had a 
strong showing against the Big Green in her final home game at Columbia.  

Lions defeat Dartmouth on 
Senior Night for fifth victory

scoreboard

women’s basketball 
Dartmouth		   39
Columbia		  48

baseball 
Columbia 		  8
Arizona 		  4

baseball 
Columbia		  5
Arizona		  7

men’s swimming & 
diving
Third place at Ivy League 
Championships

wrestling
Four wrestlers receive 
automatic bids to NCAA 
Championships.

lacrosse
Cornell		  14
Columbia		   7

women’s tennis
Fordham 		   1
Columbia		  6

baseball 
Columbia                          3
Arizona		  4
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Fencing
Eleven fencers receive 
automatic bids to NCAA 
Championships.

women’s basketball 
Harvard		   61
Columbia		  44

men’s basketball 
	 Columbia		  52

Dartmouth		  57

men’s basketball 
	 Columbia 		  51
	 Harvard                     	 56

softball
Columbia 		   7
Rider 		  6

Columbia		  3
Rider 		  4

women’s
basketball

men’s 
swimming 

and diving

MEN’S BASKETBALL
 from front page
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After a brief love-hate relation-
ship, I decided that I was done 

with Columbia Admirers. It’s not that 
there isn’t a certain fascinating pathos 
in trawling through the hundreds of 
frantic posts and gaining glimpses 
into all-too-personal emotions. It’s 
not that there isn’t a thrill in hoping 
to see one’s own name tagged. It’s not 
even that I’m a callous cynic, wearied 
of the ways of the world and unable to 
appreciate the triumphs and disasters 
of college romance. But “admiring” 
seems an unworthy expression of the profundity of hu-
man affections. Love gets left out. 

The tragicomedy of “admiring” among Columbians 
seems to reflect a shared sense that love is almost un-
heard of in our particular corner of the concrete jungle. 
Within my circle of acquaintances, romantic relation-
ships are intriguing anomalies. Single friends envy the 
paired-off among us, but feel a sense of wistfulness, as 
if such things are almost impossible in our context. The 
couples I know have to sacrifice sleep, studies, and some-
times even sanity to maintain their romance. Short-term 
relationships or physical gratification—which seem to be 
the main focus of the “admiring” subculture—are much 
easier and lower-maintenance. I don’t like this state of af-
fairs, and one of my small acts of protest was to unfriend 
Columbia Admirers.

Love—in all its forms, familial, companionable, roman-
tic, divine—is so deeply intertwined with every aspect of 
our existence that it is notable that so few works in the 
Contemporary Civilization syllabus address it. Certainly 

in the modern period, philosophers seem to be more 
concerned with developing grand theories and overarch-
ing systems than with musing on the beloved’s subtleties 
of glance, tone, and syntax that shed light on the ancient 
question of love’s mutuality. It’s hard to imagine Marx or 
Hobbes lovestruck. Perhaps that’s one reason for the cold 
impersonality of Marx’s oppressive schemes of proletar-
ian dictatorship and Hobbes’ Leviathan.

The literary panoply that is Lit Hum is of more help 
than CC’s philosophical canon is here. Literature mediates 
human experience, and human experience cannot avoid 
encountering love or at least mourning its absence. Ovid’s 
“Metamorphoses” explores the vast range of bizarre behavior 
that love can produce. Both Aeneas and Augustine wrestle 
with the imperative to submit earthly loves to higher ends—
Aeneas to the bidding of impersonal fate, Augustine to the 
knowledge of God. Goethe’s Faust, the great scholar, decides 
that his love for his work is less important than his lust for 
pleasure. Jane Austen, of course, created a masterpiece—a 
meditation on love’s role in exacerbating and overcoming 
human foibles—that is still seen as the archetype of romantic 
comedy.

Dante’s “Divine Comedy” begins with somber, sulfur-
stenched “Inferno”, but it ends with the ringing hopeful 
notes of the Paradiso. Dante, both author and main char-
acter, has finally arrived on the edge of heaven, where he 

is welcomed by his childhood love, Beatrice. She is angelic, 
saintly, virtuous, regal. His passion for her is not possessive. 
For her, he sacrifices short-term pleasures to learn virtue. 
Dante does not merely love Beatrice, he adores her. For him 
this is no mere clichéd hyperbole—his love for her is really 
a divine thing, because it teaches him gratitude. Ultimately, 
she brings him to love the source of all good gifts and all 
love, God.

The contrast between Dante’s adoration of Beatrice and 
the drab ephemerality of the Facebook art of “admiring” 
classmates is stark indeed. To judge from a formerly satu-
rated news feed, Columbia lacks a Dantean vision of love 
as a life-giving, wellness-bringing, joy-sustaining adoration. 
Perhaps it’s not at all fair to compare some of the greatest po-
etry in human history with status updates by under-slept and 
super-stressed college students. But I think there is some-
thing tragic in diminishing love to the fueling of temporary, 
individual concerns, ignoring the comprehensive impact of 
love on the human person and the human community.

But Dante lived a long time ago, and he believed in many 
apparently silly things—such as Purgatory’s existence as a 
huge island-mountain, the only landmass in the Western 
Hemisphere. Can we glean any wisdom from his view of 
love? Surely. A few contemporary voices retain this ennobling 
ideal of love as sanctifying, something worth striving for. The 
band He is We composes wistful ballads with lyrics of longing 
for a “pure love,” a “forever that we both can share.” Maybe 
instead of “admiring,” we should really consider what could 
make a beloved worth adoring. I suggest dispensing with 
dubious anonymousness and writing a love sonnet to express 
a more sincere affection.

 
Luke Foster is a Columbia College sophomore. He is vice 

president of Delta GDP, head of content for the Veritas Forum, 
and a member of Columbia Faith and Action. Foster the Core 

runs alternate Mondays.

Admiring or adoring?
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Columbia lacks a vision of love as a 
life-giving, wellness-bringing, joy-
sustaining adoration.

BY STEELE STERNBERG

It is not an exaggeration to say that a good portion of our 
community is intolerant of student-athletes. I shamefully 
admit that I indulged in my fair share of anti-athlete rheto-
ric and witnessed many others voice similarly intolerant 
speech and did nothing about it. In looking for a solution to 
this intolerance, however, our discussions frequently stop 
short of examining the issue at the core of the debate over 
college athletics.

Intolerance towards athletes stems from the beliefs that 
(1) meritocratic admissions policies are the best way to de-
cide who gets into college and who does not, and (2) demon-
strated athletic talent is valued more highly than it ought to 
be. There is not much to be done about the second of these 
two beliefs. People value or ignore athletics as much as they 
please. The first belief is more troublesome. Meritocratic 
admissions policies sound great until one realizes that they 
almost always fail. The SAT, perhaps the single greatest 
exemplar of the ascendant meritocracy, is only considered 
reliable because it sometimes predicts the grades one will 
receive in the first semester of college. That’s it! Realizing 
that meritocracy is not a reliable way to separate the best 
from the rest undermines the whole idea of saying person 
A “deserves” to be here and person B does not.

If meritocratic admissions are not reliable, does that 
mean we have to accept everyone here as filling some vital 
niche in our community regardless of their academic or 
athletic prowess? Maybe so, but that is a much larger prob-
lem. The issue at hand here is that the belief in meritocracy 
has profoundly shaped our opinion of higher education to 
the point where people like Alex Harstrick who is quoted 
in this week’s Eye lead story, “The Dodge Divide,” can ac-
tually say “The goal of college is to get a degree” and be 
taken seriously. 

Because we think the meritocracy works, we are con-
tent to let it sort all of American society into social classes 
very early on in our lives. This is why it is easier to get a 
job as a Columbia grad than as an Arizona State University 
grad—the Columbian, because she got into Columbia, has 
presumably already passed the magic bar needed to dem-
onstrate a capacity for excellence, whereas the ASU student 
has not. Because our collective faith in the meritocracy 
bestows the degree with so much power, it carries a lot of 
weight in terms of financial and vocational opportunities. 
This, in turn, means that a college degree begins to matter 
far more than the experiences one has at a college and how 
that institution shapes one’s mind and morals.  We assume 
the piece of paper is the end goal—the final and only ticket 
to a successful life. 

If the degree is what matters, then it comes as no surprise 
that people become intolerant of others whom they see as 
unworthy of that same credential. If the degree is all that 
matters then we are right back in Hobbes’ state of nature, 
doing everything in our power to fight for survival (or, in 
this version, acceptance into an Ivy League institution) at 
the expense of others.

I believe that that college is about more than a degree. 
Many will say that my position is a position of privilege and 
that one can only make such assertions if one’ economic 
future is already reasonably secure. I find this argument 
unacceptable because it forces us to admit that those who 
come from the less-privileged backgrounds must simply 
settle for an unexamined life. College should be a process 
of discovery for everyone, regardless of what college we 
are talking about or how hard a student must work to pay 
tuition.

Part of the problem of our intolerant community lies in 
our inability to see the value of different kinds of merit.  But 
all too often that is the end of the discussion, when it ought 
to be the jumping-off point into a much larger and more im-
portant investigation of our core belief that the meritocracy 
is an end in itself. Such an assumption is not only wrong, but 
it has a profoundly sinister way of locking us into needless 
competition with each other and generating true animosity 
among members of our community. These drawbacks detract 
from our ability to enjoy our time on campus and prevent us 
from opening ourselves to the kinds of experiences college 
is meant to provide in the first place.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
philosophy. He is a member of Spectator’s editorial board.

Meritable college 
pursuits

A college degree begins to matter 
far more than the experiences one 
has at a college.

BY DANIEL STONE

There was a bit of a stir last week when the Nutella af-
fair got picked up by the media. Thousands of dollars spent 
on a condiment for Ivy League students makes good news. 
And so the story traveled from Morningside to the Mail to 
Munich and became the stuff of small talk and tweets. But 
this course of events ought to disturb us. While millions 
have heard of the sweet teeth of Columbians, there has been 
no honest public discussion of the affair. The absurdity of 
the situation has produced joke after joke, but the underly-
ing issues have been forgotten.

Columbia dining is in a bad way. Freshmen, the larg-
est group using the dining halls, must buy meal plans 
costing upwards of $10 per meal. There is a general 
sense that the money each meal costs could get students 
better fare elsewhere. In the end, there’s ill sentiment 
towards the dining plan, and it makes sense that so many 
students choose to leave the Ferris Booth Commons 
behind come sophomore year. 

This is not to say that dining or Dining Services is all 
bad, but to explain why students feel comfortable taking 
from the dining halls. Freshmen realize that something 
costly and inadequate has been forced upon them. When 
they find themselves in need of afternoon snacks and 
balk at the prices at Westside Market, they naturally 
turn to the dining halls. Why not get some Nutella to 
go with that ten-dollar swipe? That is how we got in 
to this mess.

The way administrators handled the affair was also 
quite disturbing. A student representative wanted to 
improve the dining halls. He met with an administrator 
who cited the cost of Nutella as a reason dining doesn’t 
usually add great new items. Wanting to make progress, 
he posted the information to the class Facebook group, 
so that students would know why it’s important not to 
take food from dining halls. Here we have a student 
trying his best to make a real, positive change, deal 
with an inflexible administration, and communicate 
with students.

How did it go wrong? The big numbers got into the 
Times and everywhere else. The administrators, who 
were responsible for producing these figures, called 

them lies. Finally, several days after “Nutella-gate” made 
big news, the administrators released actual figures. 

The university press release attempted to make light 
of the way the story had been handled by the media. But 
what they were doing was denying responsibility. The 
statement fails to provide answers to the question of 
how this misunderstanding occurred—in a conversation 
between Columbia College Student Council represen-
tative Peter Bailinson and head of dining Vicki Dunn. 

The worst scandal in the whole affair is the failure 
of the campus community, especially the Spectator, to 
discuss these problems honestly. This stands in contrast 
to a tradition of fraught interactions between students 
and dining often recorded in these pages. In the early 
thirties, Spectator investigated the dining halls and al-
leged that dining was run contrary to students’ interests, 
for profit. The editor-in-chief at the time, Reed Harris, 
was expelled for rabble rousing. In 1958, following in-
creases in the dining costs, Spectator asked to see the 
dining budget and, when rebuffed, published an edito-
rial criticizing the administration. The next year, they 
secured access, and found that the University was mak-
ing more than the 2 percent profit normally allowed. 

1961-62 was a particularly important year for dining 
debate. At the start of the year, a mandatory meal plan 
for freshman was proposed. Spectator’s editorial board 
rejected it on the grounds that students would not use 
all the meals and the dining halls could not hold all the 
freshmen at once and thus fail to facilitate community. 
The newspaper ultimately deemed it a profit making 
scheme. The next year began with price reductions and 
the year after that with a statement from the head of 
dining, James MacDonald, which read, “We want the 
student to have what he wants.” Yearly dining profits 
were published. Later that year, the student council 
published a comprehensive report demanding primarily 
that food quality take precedence over profit, provoking 
thorough administrative response.

Student investigation and student media have the 
potential to hold Dining and administrators account-
able. The response to the Nutella affair has been lazy, 
even cowardly. Here’s an opportunity to take part in 
a tradition of students campaigning for better dining. 
The fact that a representative tried to do that and has 
received no support from the administration should be 
getting more attention.

What matters most to me is that the institution the 
dining halls might have been is lost. When University 
President Seth Low described his ambitions for the 
Morningside campus at the turn of the century, he out-
lined the belief—shared with students at the time—that 
a dining hall where the whole school could meet would 
foster a collegiate community that was previously ab-
sent. I also share this belief. That is why I find the af-
fair distressing.

The author is a Columbia College first year and an associate 
design editor at Spectator.

Exploiting the Nutella 
Affair

The worst part is the failure of the 
campus community to honestly 
discuss these problems.
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COULD YOU USE A PHD TUTOR to 
speed your research, get you materi-
als, focus your concepts? There is no 
difference between C work and A work 
except in the direction and focus. Your 
mentor can clarify, realign, focus, di-
rect. If you want to do Honors work, 
get a tutor now. Call (212) 865-1026. 
We specialize in research, history, Eng-
lish, philosophy.

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

LOOKING FOR A QUIET PLACE to 
write or study? Columbia grad offers 
timeshare of artist studio on W118 St 
near CU. Hours flexible. Terms to be 
discussed. Call (917) 301-6105. Please 
leave name and phone number if no 
answer.

REMOVE UNWANTED TATTOOS
Board Certified Dermatologist special-
izing exclusively in Laser Tatoo Re-
moval. Columbia alumnus, Class of ‘81. 
www.TattooRemovalExpert.com. Call 
(212) 358-7500.

KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
The Animal Project needs good fos-
ter homes for cats and kittens. You 
care for kitties until they find forever 
homes—or adopt a pair yourself. Call 
(212) 567-5206.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

EARN $8000 A CYCLE
NYC healthy women 19-29 needed as 
egg donors. Help someone create a 
family. Confidential. Apply at MyDonor. 
net

 
WANTED: 3 OR 4 CREATIVE and en-
trepreneurial Juniors or Seniors to pro-
mote Chinese language product (not 
books or language lessons) on cam-
pus through March 31. Will use indi-
rect method. Must have laptop com-
puter. Email contact information to: 
hnass1732@gmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$220K for a 2 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

3 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$239K for a 3 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

2 BR APT 18 MINUTES FROM CU
$165K for 2 BR co-op apt located on 
160 St betw B’way and Amsterdam. 
Hardwood floors and spacious lay-
out. Close to public transp. Income 
restrictions apply. To vew, please call 
Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-
anresales@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



WOMEN’S TENNIS

WRESTLING

LACROSSE

sports briefly

glad that we were all on the 
same page with reference to 
that, and just did what was nec-
essary,” Simpson said.

Columbia head coach Paul 
Nixon noted that despite the 
deficits the team faced in the 
first half, the Lions never once 
gave up.

“I don’t know what a by-
stander might say, but I don’t 
think someone that watched 
our team play tonight would 
think that we have the record 
that we have,” he said. “And 
that’s a credit to the seniors 
and their leadership, and they 
have never quit on each other or 
themselves or me, and therefore 
the rest of the team is following 
suit.”

The tenacity the Lions dem-
onstrated to overcome the defi-
cit—and give their seniors a last 
home win—was a highlight in an 
otherwise difficult season.

“I am so proud of us,” Simp-
son said. “Especially because we 
have had such a rough season, 
it is so great to go out on a good 
note and know that we literally 
left it all on the court. I am re-
ally proud of the seniors and the 
team for achieving that goal.”

But the Lions are not out of 
the woods yet. They will travel 
to Harvard on Tuesday to face 
the Crimson in the final game 
of the season. The contest was 
originally scheduled for early 
February before the game was 
canceled due to winter storm 
Nemo.

And on Friday night, the 
Crimson’s post players domi-
nated the Light Blue. Harvard’s 
Temi Fagbenle and Victoria 
Lippert combined for 29 of 
the Crimson’s 61 points on the 
night.

If the Lions hope to improve 
upon Friday’s 17-point deficit 
this time around, Nixon said 
that they are going to have to do 
a better job of limiting second-
chance opportunities from the 
Crimson.

“I think the biggest factor 
was the number of offensive re-
bounds that we allowed them. 
If you look at the rebound situ-
ation, they had 20 offensive re-
bounds and got 22 points off of 
those offensive rebounds,” he 
said.

The action starts at Harvard 
on Tuesday night at 7 p.m.

caroline.bowman
@columbiaspectator.com

Light Blue lacrosse (1-3, 0-2 Ivy) fell 14-7 in its home Ivy opener to a powerhouse Cornell squad (4-0, 
2-0 Ivy), extending the Big Red’s dominance over Columbia to 17-0 all-time.

The Lions slipped into a 3-0 hole early in the match, with a masterful offensive performance by 
Cornell’s Lindsay Toppe, who finished with four goals, and nine huge defensive saves from goalkeeper 
Courtney Gallagher ensuring that the Light Blue were never able to fight their way back into the game. 

Columbia junior Paige Cuscovitch notched two goals in the second half to narrow the gap to 7-5, but 
Cornell’s elite offense, which saw eight different players score, prevented the Lions from closing the 
margin further.

Now on a three-game skid since winning their season opener, the Lions prepare for another home 
matchup at Robert K. Kraft field this Wednesday versus Villanova at 7 p.m.

—Robert Mitchell

The women’s tennis squad, led by senior Nicole Bartnik, earned its fourth consecutive victory this 
weekend, handily defeating Fordham 6-1 at the Dick Savitt Tennis Center. After their latest victory, the 
No. 51 Lions hold a 6-3 record, having methodically felled Maryland, Akron, Stony Brook, and Fordham 
in the past several weeks. 

On Friday, the Lions and the Rams played only the top two doubles contests, both of which the Light 
Blue secured. In first doubles, Bartnik and sophomore Crystal Leung topped their Fordham opponents 
by a score of 8-3, while in second doubles, juniors Bianca Sanon and Ioana Alecsiu played impressively 
to achieve an 8-4 victory. The Lions also fared well in singles play, as the top three singles players for the 
day—Bartnik, senior Katrina Kovacevic, and Alecsiu—earned victories in their matches. The Light Blue 
dropped the fourth singles contest, but won the fifth and sixth matches by default. 

On March 18, the Lions will take the court to face the University of Texas, Arlington on the road 
in Texas.

 —Ike Kitman

MONDAY MORNING 
POINT GUARD

The first game ball goes to 
Harvard’s Siyani Chambers. The 
freshman had a game-high 16 
points, hitting 5-6 field goals along 
with 6-7 free throws. He added 
three assists and two steals to 
help lead the charge for the 
eventual Ivy Champions. 

game ball

Though much of the game was in 
the Lions’ control, when Harvard’s 
Steve Moundou-Missi got a steal off 
of Grant Mullins and turned it into 
a dunk with 32 seconds left, it took 
the wind out of the Lions’ sails. The 
score put the Crimson up 52-49, 
and Harvard held on for the win. 

turning point

The second game ball goes 
to another freshman—the 

Big Green’s Alex Mitola. 
The guard put up 
21 points in his 34 
minutes of play, 
going 6-8 from the 
floor—including 4-6 
from behind the arc. 
He also had three 
rebounds, an assist, 
and a steal in the 
game that solidified 
the Lions’ spot in 
the Ivy basement.

game ball 

Fouling out with just under three 
minutes left surely wasn’t the 
way Mark Cisco expected to end 
his Columbia career, but that’s 
exactly what happened. With the 
Big Green up 53-52, Cisco com-
mitted his fifth foul, which got 
him taken out of the game and 
gave Dartmouth the momentum.

turning point

week 6#

The sophomore led the Lions with 
14 points and also had four rebounds 
against the Crimson in 30 minutes of 
work—including hitting 50 percent 
of his shots from behind the arc. 

alex rosenberg

Barbour ended a storied Light 
Blue career by leading Columbia 
in points against Darmouth with 
17. The senior went 8-8 from the 
charity stripe, and also had two 
assists and two steals in the con-
test. 

brian barbour

GAME 1
GAME 2

GAME THREE
AT PENN

L 62-58

GAME FOUR
AT PRINCETON

L 72-66

GAME FIVE
VS. DARTMOUTH

L 60-57

GAME SIX
VS. HARVARD

W 78-63

GAME SEVEN
AT BROWN

L 58-55

GAME EIGHT
AT YALE
L 75-56

GAME NINE
VS. PRINCETON

L 65-40

GAME TEN
VS. PENN
W 58-41

GAME TWO
VS. CORNELL

L 66-63

GAME ELEVEN
VS. YALE
W 59-46

GAME TWELVE
VS. BROWN

L 61-58

GAME THIRTEEN
AT HARVARD

L 56-51

W L PCT

Harvard  11 3 0.786

Princeton 9 4 0.692

Yale 8 6 .571
Brown 7 7 .500

Penn 6 7 .462
Cornell 5 9 .357
Dartmouth 5 9 .357
Columbia 4 10 .286

ivy standings ivy schedule

GAME ONE
AT CORNELL

W 67-58

GAME FOURTEEN
AT DARTMOUTH

L 57-52

			   27-15

23-19

23-19

22-20

21-21

21-21

19-23

18-24

18-24

FINAL PIXBOX STANDINGS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Sam Tydings

Alexander Bernstein

Eric Wong

Rebeka Cohan

Peter Andrews

Minnia Feng

Melissa Cheung

Muneeb Alam

Tyler Benedict

ivy scoreboard

Princeton.......................................67
Brown.............................................80

Cornell...........................................56
Harvard..........................................65

Cornell...........................................62
Dartmouth.....................................76

Princeton.......................................66
Yale...................................................71

Penn............................................... 6 6
Brown ........................................... 64

Penn................................................65
Yale.................................................. 79

top performer

top performer
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Light Blue wrestling brought home the hardware from the Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling 
Association Championships in Piscataway, N.J. this weekend. Columbia came away not only with an over-
all eighth-place finish, but also with four NCAA automatic-qualifying bids and five total place winners.

The star of the tournament was senior Steve Santos, who wrestled his way to the 149-pound title 
with a 7-2 victory over Army’s David Young. This historic victory makes Santos the first individual EIWA 
Champion for Columbia since 2009, and the 19th ever in program history. 

Meanwhile, a strong supporting cast—junior Matt Bystol, 133 pounds; junior Josh Houldsworth, 165 
pounds; and senior Jake O’Hara, 157 pounds—finished second, second, and fourth in their respective 
weight classes, receiving NCAA bids along with Santos. Junior Penn Gottfried rounded out the top-10 
finishes for Columbia with an eighth-place showing in the 125-pound class. 

The Lions’ combined 75 points brought them up to eighth place, but the individual performances 
more accurately represented Columbia’s accomplishments. It was a historic weekend for the Light Blue, 
as the team hasn’t sent four wrestlers to NCAAs since 2007. Overall, Columbia exceeded expectations, 
topping higher-ranked opponents.

The tournament also recognized Columbia off the mat with the Team Sportsmanship Award, granted 
by the EIWA mat officials. 

The NCAA Championships will take place in Des Moines from March 21-23. 
—Theresa Babendreier

BY SPENCER GYORY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Twenty members of the Co-
lumbia fencing team traveled 
to St. John’s University on Sun-
day to compete 
at the NCAA 
N o r t h e a s t 
Regionals in 
hopes of quali-
fying for the 
NCAA Cham-
pionships. After a grueling day 
of bouts at Carnesecca Arena 
and Taffner Field House, 11 Co-
lumbians came away with tick-
ets to nationals in San Antonio. 
In all, 13 Lions earned top-10 fin-
ishes, out of whom six medaled 
and three claimed gold.

In women’s foil, the Lions 
were without their two top fenc-
ers, junior Nzingha Prescod and 
freshman Margaret Lu, both of 
whom were competing at a Se-
nior World Cup competition in 
Tauberbischofsheim, Germany, 
this weekend. Prescod finished 
in fifth and Lu finished in the 
top 64 at the tournament, which 
provides them both with good 
points in their attempts to qual-
ify for the U.S. foil squad going 
to World Championships later 
this year in Budapest, Hungary. 
But because of their absence at 
Regionals, neither will have the 
opportunity to fence at NCAAs.

Even so, the women’s foil 
squad showed its depth by qual-
ifying two fencers for NCAAs—
freshman Jackie Dubrovich, 
who finished in first place, and 
senior D’Meca Homer, who 
placed 10th.

In women’s sabre, senior 
twin sisters Loweye and Es-
sane Diedro finished in first 
and eighth place, respectively. 
Freshmen Sarah Gruman and 
Sarah Yee placed 21st and 23rd, 
respectively.

The Lions will be repre-
sented by two women’s epee-
ists in San Antonio, but not the 
two that head coach Michael 
Aufrichtig expected going into 
Sunday. Sophomores Diana Tsi-
nis and Natalie Gegan finished 
in third and 10th place, respec-
tively, and earned themselves 
tickets to NCAAs.

Meanwhile, senior Lydia 
Kopecky, who had finished in 
the top 10 at NCAAs each of 
the past two seasons, finished 
in 22nd place and failed to earn 
a bid, while sophomore Emma 
Petersen finished in 26th place. 

“Lydia unfortunately had 
a very bad first round, didn’t 
move up to the next round, 
and finished 22nd,” Aufrichtig 
said. “Diana and Natalie quali-
fied over Lydia, which is sad for 
Lydia, being a senior. She’s the 

type of person that could go in 
to NCAA Championships and 
win it.” 

A trio of freshmen—Brian Ro, 
Justin Wan, and Jake Hoyle—
placed the Lions in men’s epee, 
finishing in first, second, and 
ninth place, respectively. Ro and 
Wan’s performances earned 
them a trip to NCAAs. Junior 
Alen Hadzic, who finished in 
second place at last year’s na-
tionals, failed to earn a bid this 
year after receiving a black card 
in the third round for arguing 
with a referee, thus eliminating 
himself from the competition. 

“Different referees have 
different tolerance levels,” 
Aufrichtig said. “It was very 
strange that he got black card-
ed on that. He didn’t go and hit 
him or shake him. He just gave 
his opinion.”

For the second straight year, 
sophomore sabrists Will Spear 
and Michael Josephs will rep-
resent the Light Blue at NCAAs 
after finishing in third and fifth, 
respectively, at Regionals. Al-
though freshman Geoffrey Loss’ 
ninth-place finish was high 
enough to qualify, NCAA rules 
prevent the Lions from sending 
more than two fencers for each 
weapon.

In men’s foil, freshman Adam 
Mathieu finished in ninth, fresh-
man Harry Bergman in 13th, 
and junior Alex Pensler in 20th 
place. Matheiu’s finish earned 
him a spot at NCAAs, while 
Bergman’s finish gives him an 
outside shot at making the trip, 
depending on the NCAA Fenc-
ing Committee’s decision on at-
large bids early this week.  

Because the team champion 
at NCAA Championships is de-
termined by combining the total 
number of individual bout vic-
tories won by a team’s men’s and 
women’s fencers, it is critical to 
come to the competition with as 
many fencers as possible. Each 
school can send up to 12 fencers.

“Most people fence 23 five-
touch bouts in a single day,” 
Aufrichtig said. “At the entire 
NCAA Championships you 
fence 23 bouts in two days, so 
this is extremely brutal compe-
tition. This is where all the extra 
training, footwork, and bouting 
helps.”  

Thanks to the Lions’ 11 quali-
fiers, they have given them-
selves a great opportunity for a 
high finish at nationals. At last 
year’s NCAAs, the Lions fin-
ished in eighth overall place 
with eight fencers, three men 
and five women. 

The NCAA Championships 
will take place in San Antonio, 
Texas, March 21-24.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

CU to send 11 fencers to 
NCAAs after Regionals 

Lions to take 
on Harvard 
to finish 
season

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
 from page 3

fencing



“Art people in Colombia are 
in some ways way more radi-
cal than they are in America,” 
Bettridge said. “The people who 
are counterculture are really 
counterculture, and they were 
pretty skeptical of us.” 

But the group soon became 
a fixture in the neighborhood, 
the five young Americans who 
always traveled together becom-
ing a self-described “boy band” 
in the area. The gallery soon 
developed a public following, 
particularly among college stu-
dents in the area, who learned of 
it through Facebook posts, con-
certs sponsored by the gallery, 
and parties following its shows.

La Tienda Medellín held its 
first show late last summer, with 
seven additional shows in a six-
month period before the group 
closed the gallery on Jan. 26 and 
returned to the United States. 
The gallery’s content came from 
specially invited artists or else 
from public pitches, with the 
gallery accepting work from 
anyone who submitted a piece. 
The exhibit “Lo Que Sea” fea-
tured artwork produced exclu-
sively from standard printing 
paper and word processors.

“Letter, legal, double-letter, 
half-letter ... we had an open 
call for submissions,” Bettridge 
said. “It was open to anyone 
who had access to a scanner or 
a computer, who could email us 
something.” 

In a continual effort not only 
to make visual art a public re-
source but also to democratize 
the means of distribution, the 
group made about a thousand 

photo copies of each piece of 
art, mounting a stack of papers 
to the wall that visitors of the 
gallery could take home.

Even after the show, La 
Tienda continued its objective 
of distributing art to the pub-
lic through whatever means 
available. 

“In Medellín, there are a lot 
of street vendors,” Bettridge 
said, “The carts are really cool 
because they have this speaker 
with a car battery mounted to 
them, so one guy walks around 
pushing the cart, and another 
guy talks into a mic over the 
loudspeaker about how much 
his fruit is, how good his fruit is.” 

La Tienda commandeered 
one of these carts for an after-
noon, loading it up with extra 
copies of the artwork from “Lo 
Que Sea,” and headed over to the 
commercial district, distribut-
ing the pieces to everyone who 
passed by. A stream of commen-
tary about the gallery and the 
show accompanied the mobile 
art gallery.

While the gallery sought to 
bring art back to the public af-
ter decades of civil and politi-
cal unrest, Bettridge saw a much 
broader movement underlying 
the gallery’s presence. 

“When I see contempo-
rary art today, I see a really big 
missed opportunity, because it 
is such a ... globalized medium, 
which has the ability to com-
municate with so many people,” 
Bettridge said. 

At the moment, he noted, 
contemporary art’s audience is 
limited to those who have the 
money to purchase pieces or 
else to the “hyper-intelligent, 

hyper-educated” curators who 
decide what should hang in a 
gallery. 

By contrast, La Tienda 
Medellín attempted to make 
contemporary art relatable and 
accessible to the public by strip-
ping the art form of its pretenses 
and allowing the public an inti-
mate relationship with the art, 
both in the democratic means of 
production and submission and 
in its bare-bones presentation. 

Since La Tienda Medellín 
closed its doors in January, 
Bettridge has been hard at work. 
He is currently working on digi-
tizing photos from the gallery’s 
various exhibits to create an on-
line catalogue of the art featured 
there, with the hopes of working 
with the members of La Tienda 
Medellín again. 

“The plan is to work togeth-
er, to go back to Colombia, get a 
grant up here, and have shows 
of Colombian artists up here,” 
Bettridge said.

sarah.roth
@columbiaspectator.com
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Alum helped start La Tienda Medellín

COURTESY OF LA TIENDA MEDELLÍN

ARTE  |  Four CU grads helped 
create the Colombian gallery.

collective. 
If doctors are actors in “Eye 

Piece,” they are also artists. 
Eckert likens the academic ap-
proach of the ophthalmologists 
to that of art historians as they 
study ocular diagrams. And art-
ists, too, are actors. Rothman 
and his model are played by 
two actors who exchange roles 
periodically. This intertwining 
of the identities of the artist and 
the object of artistry hints at the 
performativity at the heart of ar-
tistic production, and Mineo and 
Forcade manage these switches 
with aplomb.

Ha also plays a preacher 
who relates the story of Job. 

Job attains grace, the preacher 
claims, only when he renounc-
es reason. While blindness cre-
ates a feeling of ignorance akin 
to false belief, Eckert suggests, 
true ignorance consists of the 
rejection of belief, as it is only 
through faith—whether in God 
or in art—that one can transcend 
blindness.

Their frequent shifts in 
identity allow Eckert’s actors 
to demonstrate their abili-
ties to portray different char-
acters. Several of them give 
particularly nuanced perfor-
mances, including Ha and 
Ben Russell, CC ’13, who plays 
Tiresias. Brittany Beljak, BC 
’16, also gives a memorable 
performance as Ruth, a lab 

technician who delivers a cli-
mactic speech on the efficacy 
of science and the necessity of 
collaboration.

“Eye Piece” is a highly ab-
stract play in which the focus 
is not on any one story—indeed, 
the play has little in the way of 
linear plot—but on the language 
and the ideas. Eckert’s skillful 
direction bolsters the force of 
the script and provides ample 
opportunity for actors to distin-
guish themselves, both as indi-
viduals and as an ensemble.

The play’s title suggests that 
it offers a way to help viewers 
see. This may be a difficult task, 
but “Eye Piece” ultimately does 
prove enlightening.

arts@columbiaspectator.com
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BEASTLY BLACK  |  Senior Alex Black had a fine weekend, driving in three runs in the three 
games in addition to pitching two shutout innings in Columbia’s victory on Saturday. 

Experimental show waxes abstract

BY MYLES SIMMONS 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Though the baseball team (1-6) 
couldn’t pull off the series victory, 
going 1-2, the Lions notched a sig-
nificant mark in 
program histo-
ry on Saturday 
when they de-
feated defending 
national cham-
pion University 
of Arizona (13-5), 8-4.

Before the series, Columbia 
baseball had never faced a de-
fending champ, let alone beaten 
the best in the country.

The Light Blue notched the win 
with a five-run seventh inning that 
put the team up by the final score. 
Down 4-3, junior catcher Mike 
Fischer got the rally started with a 
triple to left center, and sophomore 
center fielder Jordan Serena drove 
him home with a sacrifice fly to left 
to tie the game. 

But then Columbia broke the 
game open. Senior second base-
man Nick Crucet got hit by a pitch 
to follow Serena, but showed his 
speed by stealing second. Seniors 
Eric Williams, Nick Ferraresi, and 
Alex Black followed with three 

consecutive singles to give the 
Lions a two-run advantage. After 
freshman Logan Boyher grounded 
out, sophomore David Vandercook 
plated the final two with a single 
to right.

“It was a great team effort,” 
head coach Brett Boretti said in a 
statement. “The guys kept grind-
ing it out and playing one inning 
at a time.”

Senior righty Tim Giel pitched 
five innings in his second start of 
the season, giving up four runs—all 
in the bottom of the fifth. Junior 
Joey Donino went scoreless toss-
ing the next two innings and got 
the victory—his first of the season. 
Black pitched the last two, striking 
out three.

Though they couldn’t pull 
out any more victories, the 
Lions played the Wildcats 
tightly in the series’ other 
two games. Arizona needed a 
walk-off effort in order to beat 
Columbia on Friday, and scored 
two late runs to pick up the win 
on Sunday afternoon.

In the first game of the week-
end, Fischer drove home Boyher 
with an RBI triple to open the 
game’s scoring in the fifth. The 
Lions scored two more in the 

seventh to make the score 3-0 be-
hind junior lefty David Speer’s six 
innings of shutout ball.

But Arizona came back, plat-
ing three in the bottom of the 
eighth off of freshman pitchers 
Adam Cline and Thomas Crispi. 
Though Crispi came back out for 
the bottom of the ninth, he gave up 
a leadoff triple and walked the next 
batter. Sophomore David Spinosa 
came in to relieve him, but gave up 
the walk-off single.

Sunday, the Lions and Wildcats 
both came out swinging, as both 
teams scored three runs in the first 
inning. Though Columbia plated 
another run in the top of the third, 
junior lefty Joey Gandolfo lasted 
just two-plus innings, giving up 
four runs on six hits. Cline came 
in to relieve in the bottom of the 
third, giving up another unearned 
run. The Lions came back to knot 
the score at five, but Crispi gave 
up two in the seventh to put the 
Wildcats up for good 7-5.

The Lions are back in action 
next weekend, when they head 
south to take on University of 
Central Florida and University of 
Miami.

myles.simmons
@columbiaspectator.com

CU defeats defending national champion
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Columbia students, 
alums started 
gallery in Colombia

BY DANA JONES
Columbia Daily Spectator

Columbia Classical Performers is exploring un-
charted territory with its new ensemble, LyricLion.

This innovative project was made possible by 
the Miller Theatre Fund, which allows a student 
group to perform in Miller Theatre for one night 
and covers the majority of its costs. Founded and 
conducted by Solomon Hoffman, CC ’14, LyricLion 
offers a blend of classical instrumental music and 
new works by singer-songwriters here on campus. 
It will make its debut performance tonight at 8 p.m. 
in a two-part CCP concert. 

“We’re trying out a lot of new genres, sometimes 
brand new pieces, sometimes classical pieces in a 
different form,” Caroline Sonett, CC ’14 and presi-
dent of CCP, said. 

LyricLion’s classical musicians collaborate with 
singer-songwriters to create a unique performance. 
The ensemble, which formed last semester, features 

two violins, two cellos, a flute, a bassoon, and a 
French horn. 

“The exciting thing about that is that it’s not an 
instrumentation that’s really been written before,” 
Hoffman said. “What we’re doing is not only cre-
ating works, but creating a new instrumentation 
and seeing how that works as an ensemble, which 
I think is something we figure out more at every 
rehearsal.”

Singer-songwriters sent Hoffman their pieces, 
and he arranged them to be accompanied by clas-
sical instruments. 

“It’s really exciting because a lot of the pop songs 
are originally accompanied by just guitar or piano, 
and having the texture of strings and winds behind 
the songs gives it a totally different play,” he said.

The singer-songwriters participating in the proj-
ect include Sarah Dooley, BC ’11, Emily Drinker, BC 
’12, Olivia Harris, CC ’14, Bunge Okeyo, BC ’13, and 
Dominique Star, CC ’13. The ensemble will also pre-
mier works by Hoffman, Tareq Abuissa, CC ’14, Nick 

Parker, CC ’14, Alex Porter, CC ’14, Chris Ruenes, 
CC ’13, David Su, CC ’14, Trey Toy, CC ’14, and Ben 
Weiner, CC ’11.

LyricLion gives singer-songwriters the oppor-
tunity to experience their work in new ways and 
break genre boundaries. 

“As a singer-songwriter, you get really used to 
playing by yourself and suddenly there’s this very 
James Bond ‘Goldfinger’ moment where you’re 
backed by a whole team, who are interpreting your 
music from a very different angle,” Harris said. “It’s 
like watching a seed you’ve planted years ago finally 
bloom.”

Hoffman especially looks forward to playing in 
Miller.

“This is a really special night for us, to be able to 
play in this professional venue, so we’re really look-
ing for the community to come out and support us 
in this concert,” he said.

No tickets are required.
arts@columbiaspectator.com

LyricLion to perform in Miller for one night

XIAOYIN CHEN FOR SPECTATOR

ROAR  |  Solomon Hoffman, CC ’14 and founder of LyricLion, conducts the ensemble in preparation for its performance in Miller Theatre tonight.

COURTESY OF STEPHEN YANG / BARNARD COLLEGE

SPECTACLE  |  Rinde Eckert wrote and directed “Eye Piece,” which incorporates dark comedy with 
a meditation on blindness, ignorance, fear, and death. The play ran at Barnard last weekend.

‘Eye Piece’ esoteric, but enlightening

BY SARAH ROTH
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In Colombia, a piece of blank paper can speak 
volumes, and simple galleries can encourage grass-
roots artistic movements. For the five curators of La 
Tienda Medellín, a trip to South America and a pas-
sion for contemporary art turned college students 
into gallery owners.

The concept of La Tienda Medellín was born 
last winter, when four Columbia students and one 
Yale student visited a friend in Medellín, Colombia, 
a city with a long history of government corruption 
and drug trafficking. 

“After we got back, we sort of came up with this 
idea of starting a gallery, a sort of public exhibition 
space,” Thomas Bettridge, CC ’12, said. 

With Alfredo Andonie, CC ’13, Nick Murphy, Yale 
’12, Rian Rooney, CC ’12, and Alejando Uribe, SEAS 
’13, Bettridge decided to open a pop-up gallery in 
Medellín on July 26, featuring only the work of lo-
cal artists. The gallery is meant to be a place for the 
artistic community to exchange works and ideas not 
only with each other, but with the larger community.

The group spent the summer in Medellín “sussing 
everything out,” doing research, and deciding where 
to set up shop—quite literally, Bettridge said. La 
Tienda Medellín translates to “The Medellín Shop.” 

“A store is a place that people go on a pretty reg-
ular basis, so the idea was that we were trying to 
present art in a way that makes it accessible to the 
expanded public,” Bettridge said. “It was all done in 
a very DIY way. We didn’t have plaques on the walls 
with people’s names. Things were dirty. We didn’t 
want it to be a slick, commercial place.”

La Tienda Medellín initially received mixed re-
sponses from the artistic community in Medellín. 
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“The idea was that we were 
trying to present art in a way 
that makes it accessible to the 
expanded public.”

—Thomas Bettridge, CC ’12

BY DAVID FROOMKIN
Spectator Staff Writer

As the audience filters into the dim Minor 
Latham Playhouse in Milbank Hall, an accordi-
onist sits onstage, smiling as he manipulates his in-
strument. Dark lenses obscure his eyes. The chords 
he plays do not quite seem to form a melody.

The Blind Musician, played by Barnard lec-
turer Rinde Eckert, soon shuffles off to the side 
of the stage, where he remains for much of the 
performance. There, he continues to provide in-
strumentation complementing the play, primarily 
percussion, using an eclectic mix of devices. As he 
plays, he seems lost in his own world, fascinated 
by his instruments.

“Eye Piece,” a student production that was per-
formed this weekend and written and directed by 
Eckert, opens with music, and music is a major 
driver of the play. The use of sound as a signifi-
cant sensory medium is fitting for a play about 
blindness and the absence of sight. Eckert’s in-
strumentation supplements School of Continuing 
Education student Elizabeth Rhodes’ haunting, 
subtle sound design. While perhaps not properly 
a musical, “Eye Piece” incorporates songs that 
heighten the emotional register of the work, some-
times comically.

Dark comedy finds its way regularly into the 
play, which confronts the rather depressing pros-
pect of a painter losing his sight. As one character 
remarks, “You can’t be a painter if you can’t see. 
Maybe an artist, but not a painter.”

The painter in question, Jacob Rothman 
(Lindsay Forcade, BC’14, and Alessio Mineo, CC 
’14), learns he has retinitis pigmentosa, a form of 
macular degeneration, which will lead to blind-
ness within a year. As his vision deteriorates, he 
sinks deeper into depression. Gradual dimming of 

lights emphasizes this progression. Disorienting 
staging also serves to remove viewers’ ability to 
make sense of what they observe.

With the onset of blindness come the twin 
threats of Ignorance and Fear, Rothman discov-
ers, personified as characters who menace the anx-
ious artist. As these forces increasingly exert their 
power over him, Rothman begins to contemplate 
the release of Death. Blindness, Eckert suggests, 
threatens to destroy one’s ability to function.

Rothman’s story is told alongside others’ sto-
ries. The play centers on an ophthalmology semi-
nar led by Dr. Stroud, played strongly and evenly by 
Jin Ha, CC ’13. The students, for whom Rothman 
provides a case study, must address their inabil-
ity to heal all patients. Stroud impresses on them 
the importance of providing emotional support to 
their patients. When a student voices her concern 
that she lacks the ability to be sympathetic, Stroud 
asks whether she can learn lines, suggesting that 
she should learn to act the part.

“Eye Piece” breaks down the barriers between 
actor and character, perhaps suggesting that all 
aspects of life require performativity, particular-
ly when confronting the loss of sensory ability. 
The play employs a Brechtian aesthetic, if not an 
obviously Brechtian ethic. Actors assume their 
characters’ identities explicitly onstage, and they 
make their identity transitions obvious, donning 
and removing articles of clothing as they perform. 
Yet Eckert’s characters also strongly individuate 
themselves, in both the force of their words and 
the force of their personalities, through the work 
of the ensemble cast. Their forceful performances 
succeed in selling the stakes of the production, and 
their coordination allows Eckert to construct his 
impressive tension between the individual and the 

SEE TIENDA, page 7

SEE EYE PIECE, page 7
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